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At the summer 2021 virtual public meeting and in-person event, TxDOT announced that two of the three proposed build alternatives (Alternative 2 and 3), along with the no-build alternative, would be carried
forward for further evaluation in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. Since that time, TxDOT has reviewed community feedback and worked with community leaders and organizations to make additional
refinements to both Alternative 2 and Alternative 3. The result of that work was presented to the public at the January 14, 2022 CapEx VOICE meeting, including the announcement of a refined Alternative 2 and a
Modified Alternative 3. The modifications incorporated many of the design features requested by the community. Thus, some of the comment responses have been updated to reflect the most recent design
changes and may refer to Modified Alternative 3 or refined Alternative 2 where applicable.
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I am AGAINST both proposals for Alternatives 2 & 3 as they are presented here at
https://capexcentral.mobility35openhouse.com/project-presentation-information/. I am against both of
these proposals because they expand highway lanes too extremely in Central Austin, a mostly residential and
small business corridor. Furthermore, both presented alternatives force out FAR too many property owners
and renters, both residential and commercial, via eminent domain, in Central Austin. These same businesses
and individuals, many of whom gave Austin it's character and led to our region's economic growth, will NOT
realistically find similar properties within Central Austin (north of Ladybird Lake, south of Hwy 290/Koenig
Lane, within a 2 minutes drive of University of Texas and the state capitol). Both Alternative 2 and 3 will
increase air pollution, noise pollution and traffic fatalities within Central Austin. These presentations will
destroy the current character of the city, diminish quality of life, and life expectancy within Austin. Building
more lanes outward does not solve the traffic problem--It makes it worse. This has been scientifically proven
time and time again for decades. There is almost no evidence to the contrary. If TxDOT goes through with this
plan, people will die in traffic accidents within Central Austin, and TxDOT should absolutely be held liable for
those impending deaths. https://usa.streetsblog.org/2017/06/21/the-science-is-clear-more-highways-equalsmore-traffic-why-are-dots-still-ignoring-it/
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.101.6.2616 https://www.wired.com/2014/06/wuwttraffic-induced-demand/
We need smarter transportation, not bigger transportation. Public transportation and safe bike lanes will help
traffic. Wider highways will worsen traffic and harm the city and people of Austin.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.

I think that having I-35 is a physical reminder of racial segregation. Its a pretty shitty highway and it would be
a lot cooler not to have something splitting the city in half. Finding a way to relocate the highway would be my
suggestion. The idea that east n west Austin could be untied sounds super cool and would probably make
transportation around town more accessible n easy. Thinking of the long term future of Austin rather than a
patch up job. Other cities have done similar things I think it would be pretty neat

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

The proposed improvements include removing the upper
decks, lowering the roadway, and adding two high-occupancy
vehicle managed lanes in each direction along I-35 from US
290 East to SH 71/Ben White Boulevard. The project will also
reconstruct east-west cross-street bridges, add pedestrian and
bicycle paths, and make additional safety and mobility
improvements within the project limits.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

In 2011, TxDOT was looking at a modified existing design
including elevation. In 2014, the North Central neighborhoods
asked if the upper decks could be removed as part of the
project. In 2017, TxDOT announced it could add two managed
lanes in each direction and remove the upper decks located
between Airport Boulevard and Martin Luther King, Jr.
Boulevard.
To remove the upper decks, TxDOT is working to minimize
impact and displacement of residents and business owners. In
the effort to lower the lanes and provide adequate space for
two high-occupancy vehicle/transit lanes in each direction, the
current schematics propose acquiring an additional 100 feet of
right of way in this area. To dismantle the upper decks and
keep three traffic lanes operating in each direction during
construction, TxDOT requires more than the 200 feet that is
currently available in the upper deck section. As a comparison,
the downtown section, from Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard
to Lady Bird Lake, has between 375-400 feet of right of way.
The proposed build alternatives show the removal of the upper
decks, a 20-to 25-foot buffer between the backyard fences
along I-35, and a lowered speed limit of 35 mph along the
frontage road. The buffer will include a sidewalk and bike path.
We will collect feedback from the surrounding neighborhoods
as part of our aesthetics outreach on how to use this green
space. It’s important to note that the managed lanes and
mainlines would be placed to the west of the frontage roads
and to a level below the ground surface frontage road and
buffer. Minimizing additional right of way is one of the major
objectives of TxDOT’s Mobility35 Program, which includes the
I-35 Capital Express Central project, and right-of-way needs will
continue to be refined throughout the process.
For more information about TxDOT’s right-of-way process,
visit: https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/division/right-ofway.html
Right-of-way forms and publications:

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

2

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response
https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/formspublications/consultants-contractors/forms/row.html
TxDOT works with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
and other federal agencies to comply with the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and uses the TxDOT
environmental compliance process for state and local projects
where TxDOT is the state approval authority.
The NEPA process is a balanced transportation decision-making
approach that assesses any potential project impacts on the
human and natural environment taking the public’s need for
safe and efficient transportation into account. The technical
analyses in the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), which is
the most rigorous of NEPA’s document classes, includes a
comprehensive assessment of potential project-related effects
on a broad range of resources. In accordance with NEPA, the
EIS will evaluate and determine the impacts that could result
from implementation of the proposed project and will include
measures taken to avoid and minimize any adverse impacts.
For any adverse community impacts that could not be avoided
or minimized, mitigation will be considered.
For more information, see Section 4.4 of TxDOT’s
Environmental Handbook for Community Impacts,
Environmental Justice, Limited English Proficiency, and Title VI
Compliance.
At the August 2021 public meeting, TxDOT announced that two
of the three proposed build alternatives (Alternative 2 and 3),
along with the no-build alternative, would be carried forward
for further evaluation in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. Since that time, TxDOT has reviewed community
feedback and worked with community leaders and
organizations to make additional refinements to both
Alternative 2 and Alternative 3. The result of that work was
presented to the public at the January 14, 2022 CapEx VOICE
meeting, including the announcement of a refined Alternative
2 and a Modified Alternative 3. The modifications incorporated
many of the design features requested by the community.
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Both Alternative 2 and Modified Alternative 3 include
operational and safety enhancements that would reconstruct
ramps, bridges and intersections; improve frontage roads;
enhance bicycle and pedestrian crossings, accommodate
transit routes and accommodate the construction of caps, or
deck plazas. The most significant difference between the two is
the shifting of the frontage road in Modified Alternative 3 from
the east side of the interstate to the west side to create an
urban boulevard from Cesar Chavez Street to Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd. Other distinguishing features include the number
of bicycle-pedestrian crossings proposed in Modified
Alternative 3, as well as the innovative intersection at East
Riverside Drive and the removal of the previously proposed
flyover at US 290 East.
Three community alternatives were independently evaluated
for feasibility by the Texas A&M Transportation Institute (TTI),
including those developed by Reconnect Austin, Downtown
Austin Alliance and Urban Land Institute and Rethink35. The
evaluation found that none of the community concepts could
be considered feasible as stand-alone projects. However, many
elements of the community concepts have been incorporated
into TxDOT’s planned improvements, and this work continues
as the alternatives are refined.
The I-35 Capital Express Central alternatives under evaluation
would reduce traffic on neighborhood streets whereas the
proposed community alternatives would increase
neighborhood traffic. The TTI report found that Rethink 35 and
Reconnect Austin reduce the capacity of I-35 and increase
traffic volumes on the adjacent city street network, in many
cases by more than 25%, particularly in east Austin. The city
network is neither designed for, nor capable of handling the
additional traffic. The TTI report may be viewed at:
https://my35capex.com/wpcontent/uploads/2021/08/Community-AlternativesAnalysis.pdf.
TxDOT is coordinating with the City of Austin and other local
agencies to align plans, where feasible and appropriate, while
conforming with state and federal requirements. TxDOT hosts
regular meetings on the overall program. Topics include:
• Bike/pedestrian accommodation
• Cap Metro coordination
• Community values
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Where possible, TxDOT is incorporating elements of the City of
Austin’s current Bicycle Master Plan, the Austin Strategic
Mobility Plan, City of Austin Vision Zero goals, Austin’s Climate
Equity Plan, and adopted neighborhood plans into the
proposed project.

5

Aamer Shaukat

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

5

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

6

Aaron

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I think TXDOT is full of morons. You guys couldn’t figure out how to add carpool lanes to a school pick up line
efficiently. I don’t know what bozo put you guys in charge of making roads, but everything you touch you
make worse. I can think of 50 examples of bad road and highway design off the top of my head, and every
time I see construction I wonder what you guys are fucking up this time.

All build alternative proposed improvements and impacts are
being compared with the no-build alternative. The no-build
alternative will continue to be evaluated as a viable outcome
for the preferred alternative in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.
The proposed improvements include removing the upper
decks, lowering the roadway, and adding two high-occupancy
vehicle managed lanes in each direction along I-35 from US
290 East to SH 71/Ben White Boulevard, with additional
flyovers at I-35 and US 290 East. The project will also
reconstruct east-west cross-street bridges, add pedestrian and
bicycle paths, and make additional safety and mobility
improvements within the project limits.
In 2011, TxDOT was looking at a modified existing design
including elevation. In 2014, the North Central neighborhoods
asked if the upper decks could be removed as part of the
project. In 2017, we announced that we could add two
managed lanes in each direction and remove the upper decks
located between Airport Boulevard and Martin Luther King, Jr.
Boulevard.
To remove the upper decks, we are working to minimize
impact and displacement of residents and business owners.
But in our effort to lower the lanes and provide adequate
space for two high-occupancy vehicle/transit lanes in each
direction, the current schematics propose acquiring an
additional 100 feet of right of way in this area. To dismantle
the upper decks and keep three traffic lanes operating in each
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direction during construction, TxDOT requires more than the
200 feet that is currently available in the upper deck section.
As a comparison, the downtown section, from Martin Luther
King, Jr. Boulevard to Lady Bird Lake, has between 375-400
feet of right of way.
The proposed build alternatives show the removal of the upper
decks, a 20-to 25-foot buffer between the backyard fences
along I-35, and a lowered speed limit of 35 mph along the
frontage road. The buffer will include a sidewalk and bike path.
We will collect feedback from the surrounding neighborhoods
as part of our aesthetics outreach on how to use this green
space. It’s important to note that the managed lanes and
mainlines would be placed to the west of the frontage roads
and to a level below the ground surface frontage road and
buffer. Minimizing additional right of way is one of the major
objectives of TxDOT’s Mobility35 Program, which includes the
I-35 Capital Express Central project, and right-of-way needs will
continue to be refined throughout the process.
For more information about TxDOT’s right-of-way process,
visit: https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/division/right-ofway.html
Link to Row forms and publications page:
https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/formspublications/consultants-contractors/forms/row.html

7

Aaron Albright

9/20/2021 Email
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Aaron Arnold

9/1/2021
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am a native Austinite, and my entire life I have heard complaints about I-35, along with suggestions for
improving it. By now, I think it's clear that simply adding more lanes to highways has been a failure - you can't
fix highway traffic congestion by spending billions of dollars to destroy homes and businesses and push
people even further away from each other. Instead, let's use that money to complement the new light rail line
that we're already building, reducing the need for cars in the first place. It would be more environmentally
friendly to simply stack these billions of dollars in a pile and set them on fire than to spend them on adding
more lanes to I-35, and it would be less damaging to Austin homes and businesses as well. I oppose all
proposals for I-35 that focus on pouring more good money after bad - we need to build for Austin, not
through Austin.

The Capital Express Central segment of I-35 is often ranked #1
on the state’s Most Congested Roadways list
(https://mobility.tamu.edu/texas-most-congested-roadways/).
We are working to develop a feasible, constructable, and
multi-modal plan to improve the interstate while minimizing
impacts to the Central Texas region.

Each alternative was measured for its ability to accommodate
Capital Metro’s Project Connect proposed light rail system at
east-west crossings.
At the present time, public transit buses, registered van pools
and emergency vehicles must remain in traffic with all other
vehicles on I-35. Managed lanes would help manage overall
traffic demand and provide qualifying vehicles with a more
reliable route, allowing them to bypass congestion and arrive
at their destinations more quickly. Transit would have access
to the managed lanes in the proposed build alternatives, which
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could improve transit operations.
TxDOT is collaborating with CapMetro to study feasibility of
direct transit access and identifying funding to be provided by
others.

9

Aaron Arnold

9/21/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I’m a native Austinite, and I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s recent proposals for I35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

10

Aaron Beebe

9/7/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
This project seems to go completely counter to the North Loop Neighborhood Plan. Expansion of the highway
in this manner will make it much more difficult to travel from one side of IH35 to the other, breaking up the
neighborhood even more and making bicycle, pedestrian, and other traffic next to impossible. The scrapped
plan would have made a difference to the community while also alleviating congestion.

See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #1996

The future of our transportation system is going to be based on diverse vehicle types, and it will involve more
and more residents traveling back and forth along non-highway roads.
As Austin grows and transportation changes, we shouldn't be throwing residents and local traffic under the
bus!
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Hello
I am writing in opposition to expanding I-35 and asking for you to postpone this project and instead invest in
solutions that promote public transit and underground alternatives.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #1427.

It is well documented that expanded highways do not reduce traffic. Not only does an I-35 expansion fail as a
solution to traffic congestion, it would create new problems in segregation, displacement, safety, and
mobility.
Large highways are more dangerous as they host more vehicles, and result in more injuries and deaths.
Prioritizing high speeds & capacity leads to more car crashes, more noise, and more pollution-all of which
disproportionately affect people of color and make Austin less safe.
I-35 is physical barrier keeping East & West Austin segregated. It is not only difficult to physically cross, but it
has also retained it’s divisive role as an economic and racial segregator since it opened in 1962.
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Instead, to best serve the Austin community, I-35 should be buried. Car traffic should be directed
underground to allow communities to connect up top. I-35 runs through the center of Austin after all, and it
doesn’t make sense to widen the already divisive concrete barrier.
I feel like expanding I35 in the east or west direction I'd the wrong way to go. I get that building a tunnel has
significant financial costs initially, but long term, the environmental benefits and financial gains on reclaimed
land for businesses would more than make up for those initial financial costs.

This is a once and a lifetime opportunity for not only for this project to be special, but for it to serve as an
example worldwide in how to coalesce transportation efficiency with high quality Urban Design. It would
behoove the decision makers at TexDot to implement the use of "caps". This not only connects East Austin
with Downtown, but also creates opportunity for park/greenspace and additional development (if done right).
Building roads dominated with concrete and no quality vegetation should not be an option. Quite frankly i-35
is a major eye, adding lanes without the consideration the use of innovation of Highway Caps, will not
improve efficiency and will exacerbate the aesthetics. Please consider examples in Columbus Ohio and
nearby Dallas in the capping and stitching of freeways.

This project is desperately needed. I-35 needs more capacity. The existing viaducts are an eye-sore and a
depressed freeway would be much better. Covered parks will bring Austin into the modern era and be the
best choice for a century of residents. Consideration should be given for future capacity improvements as
well such as more tunneling. Self driving cars will add more trips, not less.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

In coordination with the City of Austin, TxDOT is evaluating
potential locations to accommodate caps, or deck plazas, that
were recommended for design as green spaces within Central
Austin. These include areas from 12th Street to 11th Street,
8th Street to 6th Street and 4th Street to Cesar Chavez Street.
An enhanced cap area at Dean Keeton Street near The
University of Texas is also being considered.
The City of Austin can implement cap-and-stitch development,
funding and implementation within the Capital Express Central
project. If outside funding is committed, TxDOT’s proposed
improvements will include the infrastructure to support the
city’s cap-and-stitch plan. Working together with the
community, our agencies can bring improvements to enhance
connectivity within our city. Similar projects across Texas were
funded through local partnerships, such as the Klyde Warren
Park in Dallas.
See response to comment #7.
See response to comment #15.
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I believe a cut and cover tunnel through the downtown portion of Austin to be a viable and long range option
for I-35 through central Austin. From Caesar Chavez to the Mueller Northwest Greenway this could all be
below a new Austin Boulevard for about 3.4 miles. It would necessitate a double decker cut and cover tunnel
in the area of Dean Keeton Street to 42nd Street, which is approximately 1.25 miles, with the managed lanes
or bypass lanes on the bottom. A ventilation system will be needed, but there should be ample room along
the ROW or median to provide the systems needed or large openings for airflow. This would not be like the
Big Dig in Boston because the geology is very different. This would be more like the M-30 in Madrid, Spain
which improved congestion near their downtown, improved citizen use and access to the Manzanares River
and protected the neighborhoods from highway noise and issues that are now below ground. The main
decision is cost and constructability, which I am sure if sacrifices of road closures, speed limit reductions and
capacity reductions are made the cost and duration of construction will go down so larger portions can be
built together.

In the process of preparing a Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) in 2020, TxDOT moved three alternatives
forward to the scoping process for further evaluation.
Alternative 1 proposed the installation of managed lanes into
tunnels with the mainlanes in a lowered section above the
tunnels and frontage roads at street level to keep the profile as
narrow as possible.
Three proposed build alternatives and a no-build alternative
were evaluated based on engineering and environmental
criteria established through the agency and public scoping
process. Based on the results, TxDOT determined that
Alternative 1 would not be carried forward. proposed build
alternatives 2 and 3 were carried forward for evaluation as
part of the Draft EIS (along with the no-build alternative),
based on the following key advantages they offer when
compared to Alternative 1:
• Faster response times for EMS, police, fire department and
hospitals
• Shorter construction duration by 1.5 years
• Improved traffic operations during construction with fewer
lane closures
• Fewer utility conflicts and lower relocation costs
• Fewer drainage conflicts
• Lower design-build costs
• Lower annual and lifetime maintenance requirements and
cost
The evaluation was presented to the public in AugustSeptember 2021. TxDOT will continue to evaluate and improve
the alternatives through additional public involvement and
coordination with stakeholders and the City of Austin to
maximize improvements and minimize environmental impacts.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

The proposed improvements include removing the upper
decks, lowering the roadway, and adding two high-occupancy
vehicle managed lanes in each direction along I-35 from US
290 East to SH 71/Ben White Boulevard. The project will also
reconstruct east-west cross-street bridges, add pedestrian and
bicycle paths, and make additional safety and mobility
improvements within the project limits.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.

In 2011, TxDOT was looking at a modified existing design
including elevation. In 2014, the North Central neighborhoods
requested the removal of the upper decks as part of the
project. In 2017, TxDOT announced it could add two managed
lanes in each direction and remove the upper decks between
Airport Boulevard and Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard.
To remove the upper decks, we are working to minimize
impact and displacement of residents and business owners.
But in our effort to lower the lanes and provide adequate
space for two high-occupancy vehicle/transit lanes in each
direction, the current schematics propose acquiring an
additional 100 feet of right of way in this area. To dismantle
the upper decks and keep three traffic lanes operating in each
direction during construction, TxDOT requires more than the
200 feet that is currently available in the upper deck section.
As a comparison, the downtown section, from Martin Luther
King, Jr. Boulevard to Lady Bird Lake, has between 375-400
feet of right of way.
The proposed build alternatives also include a 20- to 25-foot
buffer between residential fences and I-35, and a lowered
speed limit of 35 mph along the frontage road. Minimizing
additional right of way is a major objective of TxDOT’s
Mobility35 Program, which includes the I-35 Capital Express
Central project, and right-of-way needs will continue to be
refined.
For more information about TxDOT’s right-of-way process,
visit: https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/division/right-ofway.html
Right-of-way forms and publications page:
https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/formspublications/consultants-contractors/forms/row.html
TxDOT is coordinating with the City of Austin and other local
agencies to align plans, where feasible and appropriate, while
conforming with state and federal requirements. TxDOT hosts
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regular meetings on the overall program. Topics include:
• Bike/pedestrian accommodation
• Cap Metro coordination
• Community values
Where possible, TxDOT is incorporating elements of the City of
Austin’s current Bicycle Master Plan, the Austin Strategic
Mobility Plan, City of Austin Vision Zero goals, Austin’s Climate
Equity Plan, and adopted neighborhood plans adjacent to the I35 corridor.
Please see comment #33.
Please see comment #273.

17

Aaron Madison

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

12

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

18

Aaron Manns

9/8/2021
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Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

The TXDot proposals ignore the critical points of community feedback, and only address community
comments superficially. Austin residents have demonstrated a strong preference to create more
interconnection between East Austin and downtown. Highway crossings, whether at grade, on bridges, or
below overpasses, have historically been an opportunity for criminals who target residents walking through.
These crossings present locations that attract homeless, and complicate efforts of police and community to
locate this population safely. Crossings also present conflict between cars adjusting to or from highway speed
and pedestrians attempting to pass from one of the fastest-growing residential areas in the country to one of
the fastest-growing commercial areas in the country. A large number of highway crossings & local trips only
occur to shuttle residents short distances from employment or entertainment to residences. Any successful
solution to improving safety and reducing traffic in Austin must not increase the width of the highway &
crossings, and must meaningfully improve safety and desirability of pedestrian, bicycle, and low-speed
vehicular access from one side to the other. The solutions presented by TxDot represent strategies longdiscarded by numerous other transportation planning authorities across the country, and ignore community
feedback requesting solutions more in line with successful projects that support urban needs in Dallas,
Seattle, Boston, and other growing & forward-looking cities. Some of the most valuable land in the State of
Texas is being proposed here to be dedicated for decades to uses that are far from their highest and best use
from an objective real estate or civic perspective. TxDot has an opportunity to create a project that will invest
in the State in economically productive ways beyond trips generated or minutes saved. Please seriously
consider community proposals and do not saddle the residents of Austin with a highway that will further
disconnect the economic and social activities of our city while not meaningfully improving traffic.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #1427.
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Aaron Nichols
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I-35 traps commuters in an average of 87 hours of traffic a year.

The project team has considered and documented community
input regarding rerouting traffic from I-35 or redesignating I-35
to SH 130. Every day, more than 200,000 vehicles travel on I-35
within the project area (from US 290 East to SH 71/Ben White
Boulevard). Of this amount, 82% is local traffic, meaning it
originates or ends in the vicinity of the project area. Through
traffic, or traffic that does not start or stop within the project
area, comprises 18% of total traffic. With regard to truck
traffic, even if there were no trucks that used I-35, the same
number of lanes would be required to manage current and
future demand. In addition, incentives to use SH 130 would
have little effect on trucks needing to make deliveries along
the I-35 corridor.

It was responsible for 22% of traffic fatalities in 2018.
It serves as a physical barrier between East and West Austin.
It is home to the worst air quality in the city.
It is not compatible with the long-term vision for Austin.
Please turn I-35 into a boulevard, which will support local businesses and revitalize the downtown area. Push
traffic around the city, not through it.

20

Aaron Pittman

9/3/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

SH 130 is part of the Central Texas Turnpike System (CTTS),
which is made up of SH 130 segments, SH 45 North, Loop 1,
and SH 45 SE. An outstanding $3 billion in debt is assigned to
the CTTS, which would also be the cost to remove the tolls on
SH 130. The current $4.9 billion allotted for the I-35 Capital
Express Central project would not be eligible for paying this
outstanding debt. TxDOT would need a waiver to reduce or
remove the tolls. While this does happen, it is usually for a
temporary scenario such as construction.
See response to comment #4.

All the below are good points…if you want to widen 35 that’s fine…but please cover it with a park like Klyde
Warren in Dallas at least.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. Those alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of
life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
local goals.
Lastly, please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central Texas.
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This project is extremely wasteful and will not ease any of the traffic problems in the city. We need to invest
in alternative modes of transit, not eternally adding more lanes on an overcrowded highway.

See response to comment #6.

This project is a terrible idea that will displace businesses and people, while not helping to alleviate any of our
traffic problems. We need to build infrastructure for alternative modes of transportation, not continue
building bigger and bigger highways that just produce more traffic.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.

Dear TxDOT and stakeholders,

See response to comment #6.

I was recently made aware of the plans to expand I-35 through my neighborhood. After reviewing the
proposed build alternatives, I have to emphatically advocate for a No Build option.
Both of the current build alternatives result in a widening of I-35 between 38-1/2 and Dean Keaton, a section
of the highway that runs along the historic Cherrywood neighborhood, where I live. It is a beautiful and
peaceful neighborhood, with many homes like my own dating back to the 1940s. The current plans threaten
to severely disrupt the neighborhood, especially for streets like my own which are near the highway. Both
plans would demolish local businesses along the frontage road, and bring the frontage road all the way up to
existing residential property lines. Beside the loss of current and future local businesses in a vibrant and
rapidly transforming neighborhood, this action would severely impact the quality of life for my neighbors that
currently enjoy a healthy buffer between their homes and the highway. It will certainly impact my home,
bringing increased noise, pollution, and attending health consequences from the increase proximity of a
major highway. What compensation is planned for those who have decreased housing values and lowered
quality of life due to this plan? How will the state counterbalance the loss of local businesses and business
space? I am sure that increased highway capacity will do nothing to benefit central Austinites.
It is a shame that I have to oppose the current plans so strongly. It is clear that improvements need to be
made to I-35. For one thing the highway does not feel safe; lighting is poor, entrance and exit ramps are
unsafe and unintuitive. It is also difficult to use the highway to access the nearby University due to the
unexpected lane splittings. I strongly support the improvement of cross streets, pedestrian safety, and bicycle
access implied by the project. However, I cannot support a proposal that increases the footprint of this
highway.
Further, there is no indication that the proposed changes will be all that beneficial. Many cities have had the
experience that widened highways only worsen traffic congestion, or leave it the same. I believe the same will
be true for Austin. What the city needs is forward-thinking mass transit solutions, like Project Next, which I
voted for and which I will help pay for by my property taxes. Why can't the state partner with the city to
provide rapid transit solutions, connected seamlessly to large-scale parking solutions well outside central
Austin. Why can't the state help fund solutions to the last-mile problem, like buses, bike lines, and scooter
projects? We don't need a wider highway with more cars flowing through Austin, we need fewer cars having
to enter the city at all.And what about bypass options to funnel trucks and long distance travel around Austin?
There are many ways to tackle the problems Austin faces today, with a rising population and a need for transit
solutions. But cutting swathes out of old and often disadvantaged neighborhoods, further lowing quality of
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life, for a non-solution is not the way forward. Once again, I strongly advocate for a No-Build option. Thank
you.

24

Abby Marshall

9/9/2021

Email

25

Abby Martin

8/25/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion
of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the strong options that are on the table for expansion. It is important to move forward with one
of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through downtown can occur and keep Austin
moving.
This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.
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Abby McLaughlin
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I’m sorry but are you kidding me? 5 billion dollars with no change to traffic congestion? We need to be
creating a system that encourages people to use public transit rather than creating more lanes for cars. This
proposal is a joke.

See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

This plan would harm businesses and homes in my local neighborhood, and I can't help but be angry, upset,
and disappointed. There must be a better way, and as of right now, I don't think Austin has spent enough time
or forethought thinking through the best possible answer for its citizens—which you would think would be
the whole point, right?
I'm asking you to please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and
community plans, goals, and values. Put yourselves in the community's shoes who live here. Would you want
a highway to eat your backyard? Would you want all the businesses along the highway to close? Probably not,
but I'm guessing no one on the board trying to push this through lives in Cherrywood or the surrounding
affected areas.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.

28

Abigail Milan

9/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
I would like to see additional designs other than the recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital
Express Central Project.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

The current designs are uninspired and half-baked. A decade-long, expensive project such as this demands
more creativity and thought. Please consider ideas that benefit the communities closest to the project. There
are a handful that involve tunneling a portion of the highway. These would allow for much more friendly and
walkable streets, as well as more retail and commercial buildings and a reduction in pollution and noise.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I'm writing to express my opposition to the expansion of I-35 that TxDOT has proposed as a citizen of Austin.
As an archaeologist, we can study the history of segregation and how citizens of east Austin were
disenfranchised when the highway was initially built. expanding it will only increase this damage to
communities who have lived here for generations. I would like to encourage the city council and TxDOT to
look to the future instead and explore more creative and energy efficient solutions to solve our current traffic
needs.
30

31

Abiola Badipe

Abizar Vakharia

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

8/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Encourage minimizing carbon emissions. HOV lanes should be for public transit, 2+ riders, AND electric
vehicles.

Today I-35 is a thing I avoid at all costs as it's always an atrocious experience.

TxDOT has conducted a greenhouse gas (GHG) analysis for the
statewide on-road transportation system and associated motor
vehicle emissions and published the Statewide On-Road
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Analysis and Climate Change
Assessment technical report. The report also discloses
projected climate change projections for the state of Texas,
how TxDOT is responding to a changing climate and TxDOT
actions and funding that reduce on-road GHG emissions. A
brief summary of this report will be incorporated in the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).
Potential impacts on the human and natural environment that
would result from the proposed build alternatives and no-build
alternative will also be evaluated as part of the EIS process.
The outcome of these studies and the identification of the
preferred alternative included in the Draft EIS will be
presented to the public and agencies at the public hearing.
Topics include: water resources, air quality, traffic noise,
community impacts, vegetation and wildlife, threatened and
endangered species, indirect and cumulative Impacts,
historical and archeological resources, hazardous material
sites, land use, parkland and climate change.
See response to comment #7.

If we can break the program into even smaller parts (versus the 3 that are defined today) and launch them
can even sooner, that would serve the community as fast as possible.
Looking forward to trying the new I-35 in a few years.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

33

Adam Allevato

8/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The two proposed alternatives, while technically satisfying some of the community alternatives' goals, are not
in the spirit of the community alternatives. Specifically:
- A major goal of the community alternatives is to reconnect east austin with central austin with a goal of
increasing class and racial equity. However, the 2 design alternatives under consideration each displace over
50 low income properties, over 1/3 of all displacements in the project. This does not help the affordability
crisis that Austin is currently experiencing.
- Another major goal of the community alternatives is to make it easier to cross the highway. The TxDOT
alternatives may increase the number of crossings, and supposedly design the frontage roads for low speeds.
However, they still contain design elements that are hostile to bikes and pedestrians. Specifically slip lanes,
such as at the Dean Keeton proposed intersection. These have been shown to be hostile to pedestrians by
increasing the number of crossings.
- Finally, the TxDOT alternatives do little to nothing to reduce the complexity of the I-35 corridor, and one
alternative does not even completely remove the raised roadway which is universally hated by Austinites. The
best plans will simplify, not add complexity.

Three community alternatives were independently evaluated
for feasibility by the Texas A&M Transportation Institute (TTI),
including those developed by Reconnect Austin, Downtown
Austin Alliance and Urban Land Institute and Rethink35. The
evaluation found that none of the community concepts could
be considered feasible as stand-alone projects. However, many
elements of the community concepts have been incorporated
into TxDOT’s planned improvements, and this work continues
as the alternatives are refined.
The I-35 Capital Express Central alternatives under evaluation
would reduce traffic on neighborhood streets whereas the
proposed community alternatives would increase
neighborhood traffic. The TTI report found that Rethink 35 and
Reconnect Austin reduce the capacity of I-35 and increase
traffic volumes on the adjacent city street network, in many
cases by more than 25%, particularly in east Austin. The city
network is neither designed for, nor capable of handling the
additional traffic.
View the TTI report at: https://my35capex.com/wpcontent/uploads/2021/08/Community-AlternativesAnalysis.pdf.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.

I live a few blocks away from I-35 in East Austin and I write in strong opposition to TxDOT's expansion
proposals for I-35 under the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
Expanding I-35 will not only destroy dozens of homes and properties and take acres of land off City of Austin
tax rolls, it will worsen congestion, air quality, noise, and carbon emissions during a climate crisis; entrench
auto-dependency when a majority of Austinites want alternatives; and will violate almost every major City of
Austin goal. Every day I live with the roar of I-35 and breathe its toxic air. My neighbors and I don't want I-35
to get worse.
I strongly support the Rethink35 vision and want it fully studied. TxDOT has not seriously evaluated any of the
community alternatives for I-35. The TTI study was woefully insufficient: It took just a month, used flawed
traffic modeling, and ignored key issues such as tax revenues from land use, investment potential, long term
job creation, safety, induced demand, crashes, housing, climate change, and VMT. Please go back and
seriously study this proposal.
Capping I-35 would do nothing to address climate change, safety, auto-dependency, land use, and other
issues. This is a weak bribe to get the community to agree to a highway expansion and I oppose it.
I ask our local leaders to stand firm for today's and tomorrow's generations. We are in a climate crisis. We
must take bold action, including by removing the infrastructure - including I-35 through Austin - that has
brought us to the brink of climate catastrophe. Please take your responsibility seriously. We don't have much
time.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

Walk Austin, a pedestrian advocacy nonprofit, strongly opposes TxDOT’s proposed expansion of I-35 through
Austin. We urge TxDOT instead to work with the City of Austin and other stakeholders to thoroughly study the
community alternatives for I-35: Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute’s (ULI) cap and
stitch.
The current proposals (alternatives 2 and 3) for I-35 would cause immense harm to Austin. Seizing 32 acres of
land and razing over 140 homes and businesses would be joined by a host of other impacts, including
worsened air quality, noise, crashes, carbon emissions, and economic impacts.
By encouraging more driving, expanding I-35 would violate Austin’s values, goals, and priorities, including:
- Austin Strategic Mobility Plan (2019): 50% of trips non-drive alone by 2039; “Reduce the amount of time
workers spend traveling between home and work”; “Build a transportation network that encourages social
interaction”; “Lower the risk of travel-related injury and promote public health”; “Draw inspiration from
forward-looking cities around the world, change the way we think about what’s possible, and set an example
for the rest of the country”
- City of Austin Vision Zero goals (2019): Zero annual vehicular-related deaths and serious injuries within
Austin city limits
- Austin climate goals (2014) (Austin City Council Resolution 20140410-024): Net zero community-wide
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050
- Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan (2012): “Improve our air quality”; “Support... a variety of transportation
choices, while reducing sprawl, congestion, travel times, and negative impacts on existing neighborhoods”;
“Ensure growth is fiscally sound and environmentally sustainable”
- Proposition A (Project Connect) (2020): 58% public vote for $7.1bn for public transportation
- Proposition B (Safe Mobility For All) (2020): 67% public vote for $460m for walking, bicycling, and safer
streets
As TxDOT Austin area engineer Tucker Ferguson admitted at a recent Austin City Council meeting, expansion
wouldn’t even address congestion. Instead, widening would just encourage more driving, a phenomenon that
has been widely known for decades as “induced demand” and has been seen time and time again including
with the notorious expansion of Houston’s Katy Freeway in 2011.
TxDOT is legally required under NEPA to consider meaningful alternatives for I-35; it has not done so in this
case. The Texas A&M Transportation Institute’s (TTI) study of Reconnect Austin and Rethink35 was not a
sufficient analysis. TTI had just a month for its review of both proposals, used flawed traffic modeling, and
only considered vehicle throughput, excluding from its study key issues including safety, economic impacts,
and the environment.
Walk Austin calls upon TxDOT to work with Austin City Council and staff and other local leaders to instead
conduct a thorough review of Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and ULI’s cap and stitch proposal, including the
full range of relevant issues listed in our December 14th 2020 letter to TxDOT regarding scoping for I-35. It is
crucial that such a study consider all issues of concern to the community. Community trust in such a study and
in TxDOT’s process for I-35 is crucial for a beneficial outcome and to avoid a similar breakdown in process that
we have recently seen with I-45 in Houston.
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The fate of Austin and central Texas for generations to come is bound to the outcome of the I-35 process. We
hope that TxDOT will make substantial changes to its process moving forward to ensure the most beneficial
outcome. We look forward to hearing from you regarding this crucial matter.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

22

No.

Commenter Name

36

Adam Greenfield

Entry
Source
Date
9/24/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.

We write to express our strongest opposition to TxDOT’s expansion plans for I-35 and to call for a proper
study of Rethink35’s proposal to remove and replace I-35 through Austin with a boulevard.
The decision made decades ago to run I-35 through Austin was an enormous mistake. Every day, school
children breathe in toxic fumes while sitting in class, residents living within feet of I-35 endure noise levels of
over 80db, dozens of families each year mourn loved ones killed and permanently maimed on I-35. Those are
the most shocking of harms bridging a vast spectrum of ongoing impacts that combine to form a profoundly
unpleasant daily experience for anyone - particularly low income communities of color - who lives, works, or
travels anywhere near I-35.
Expanding I-35 would be devastating, worsening all of the highway’s already significant impacts and hastening
our slide toward climate catastrophe. Expansion wouldn’t even improve automobile congestion. As we saw
from the notorious Katy Freeway expansion in 2011, and from almost every other highway expansion,
widening freeways encourages more driving until the highway is as full as it was before. However, TxDOT now
maintains that expansion is warranted here because the new capacity will be managed lanes. Nonsense.
Added capacity of any kind is added driving and more negative impacts. Furthermore, this project is being sold
as congestion relief even though any space created by vehicles moving into the managed lanes will be filled
up by even more vehicles. And let’s not forget, this isn’t just about lanes: TxDOT’s proposed new ramp
configurations to facilitate traffic flow will also just encourage more driving. Of course, TxDOT knows
expansion doesn’t work and merely begets future expansions once the added capacity fills up. In fact, TxDOT
is already planning for this, as is evidenced in its Alternatives Evaluation Criteria table where one of the
criteria for judging design alternatives is the “Opportunity [for] and complexity of future expansion.”
In contrast, a Rethink35 boulevard would profoundly improve the quality of life in central Texas. A boulevard
would reclaim some of Texas’s most valuable land for businesses, homes, and world class destinations, and
would create dedicated rights of way for buses, regional rail, bicycling, and walking. Measures would be
implemented well in advance to prevent displacement and gentrification and to ensure that socioeconomic
disparities between communities would be reduced. The results would have enormously positive impacts on
air quality, noise, safety, the local economy, affordability, transportation choice and access, housing
availability, equity, social connectedness, and wellbeing. Such is the strength of this vision, that public support
for Rethink35 is large and growing by the day into a thriving popular movement.
Rethink35 is in fact proposing what’s already common in many other Texas cities. Up and down Texas,
including in Laredo, Encinal, Cotulla, Dilley, Pearsall, New Braunfels, Kyle, Round Rock, and Georgetown, I-35
runs around town and a boulevard - or business route - goes through the city center. This maximizes city
centers’ economic, social, and quality of life benefits while allowing people to travel regionally without
harming those cities. Anyone, including those driving large delivery vehicles, can go into town, if they choose,
at a slower speed that respects local community needs.
Through the recent TTI report, TxDOT paints a nightmare scenario of traffic overflow into surrounding areas if
Rethink35 comes to pass. Please show us one historical example of highway removal doing this. Such
“carmageddon” predictions were made when the Embarcadero Freeway was removed in San Francisco and
when the Alaskan Way Viaduct was closed down in Seattle; in both cases and in every other instance of
highway removal, such predictions were wrong. People chose other transportation options, took other routes,
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decided the trip could wait for another time, or continued to drive. Traffic overflow didn’t happen then and it
won’t happen now.
If TxDOT is to maintain the public trust that is swiftly being eroded by its I-35 public process, it must change
how it operates. In the 21st century, the public expects a transportation agency that offers mobility choice,
considers transportation’s many impacts, and spends taxpayer money responsibly. The public is waking up to
the folly of never ending highway building and expansions. That’s why a comprehensive study must be
undertaken of all potential impacts of Rethink35, Reconnect Austin, the Urban Land Institute’s cap and stitch
proposal, and TxDOT’s expansion designs. Otherwise, TxDOT risks another public embarrassment as it has met
in Houston where a lawsuit from Harris County and a federal injunction have halted work on a proposed I-45
expansion.
We look forward to hearing from you soon with a better approach to this crucial conversation about the
future of I-35.
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You are taking even more land away from East Austin, displacing even more low-income/minority residents.
You’re planning on disturbing even more archeological and historical sites. You’re adding more lanes that will
eventually lead to even more congestion and vehicle emissions. Everything you are doing is wrong, harmful
and making things worse. You need to take a look at what is happening in Houston with I-45. You’re putting
yourself in the same position. You need to consider Rethink I-35 and Reconnect Austin’s alternatives. Those
are real solutions. They have done the work for you. Stop expanding our highways. You have read the studies
on induced demand. You have seen it plaid out in Houston. Please do not move forward with this disaster.
Future generations depend on these decisions.
Can you please stop tearing down houses and business to build more highway? Can you not try something
besides expanding highways? Can you not listen to the community? We want green spaces and you are only
increasing layers of concrete. We want clean air, you are increasing air pollution. We want equitable
neighborhoods, you are only further displacing MORE people. We want public transportation, you are
preventing that from happening. We want a walkable city, you are putting sidewalks on places that nobody
would ever want to walk. We want a bikable city, you are putting bike lanes in extremely dangerous areas.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #1540.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.
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Do better. Help us build a city for future generations. Listen to our community.
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Your plans for I-35 will have detrimental effects on our residents. You’re planning on bulldozing over 140
homes and businesses to expand a highway that (a) you said you would not expand and (b) you also said that
probably wouldn’t ease congestion. You need to listen to the community. ReconnectAustin and Rethink35
have done the work for you. Please stop paving over our city, polluting our air, and displacing our citizens.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. Those alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of
life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
local goals.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central Texas.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

It is truly inconceivable that anyone would think expanding this freeway in the middle of one of our nations
largest cities is a good idea. Surely thru traffic should be routed around the city as is the case in most other
large cities. As for local traffic, a combination of removing thru traffic and effects from the newly passed rail
projects will likely greatly lessen the burden on existing lanes. Which I might add, are too numerous already.
We're making a decision that will reverberate for decades, and it's a choice that Austinites deserve to make
rather than have foisted upon them by state agencies.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
TxDOT has asked for public input on this project several times, and each time has come back with updated
project information not representing community input. I don’t feel that my voice is being heard with this
project. Some issues I am concerned about that are not being adequately addressed: Climate change and the
highway’s contribution to air, noise, and water pollution. Disproportionate impacts on people living in East
Austin, especially POC and low-income people. Widening the footprint despite repeated calls to narrow it.
Please revise this project to reflect community input and community values. Please do not take any land (do
not widen the project footprint). Please use stronger action to mitigate vehicle emissions, including increasing
transit in the corridor and reducing VMT.
The newest schematics for this project show a widened highway footprint despite repeated calls since the
beginning of the EIS process to narrow the footprint. I don’t feel that TxDOT is listening to me or the
community, & that this project doesn’t represent community input. I would like to see the footprint for this
highway narrowed. I believe no land should be taken on either side of the highway and, instead, the highway
should be narrowed so that land can be freed up for other uses that can bring revenue to the city.
I am incredibly unhappy and upset, though not surprised, at TxDOT's plans for I35. True to form, the
imagination of this agency cannot extend beyond building bigger and wider highways, and its utter contempt
for the wishes of the communities through which it bulldozes is as consistent as it is infuriating. Even after
your own previous director's promise to not build I35 higher or wider, it seems that we are all but certain to
get the latter. As a resident of the Cherrywood neighborhood in central East Austin, the highway is is already
closer than i would like, and i wish for it not to be made any closer to my yard. Particularly when there are so
many better options available. Putting the highway underground, keeping it no wider than it is currently, and,
ideally, capping it, would be both a massive boon to the city and all of central texas, but would show TxDOT to
be a capable and visionary organization, capable of building transportation infrastructure that is forward
thinking, rather than hopelessly backwards. This is a project that is worth extra expense, a huge investment in
one of the most economically productive and highest land value spots in the entire state. I hope that TxDOT
will rethink its current strategy and consider solutions for I35 other than those it has currently narrowed to
field to. I have little hope of this happening, but it would be nice to be surprised for a change.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #685.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Please do not expand I-35. That is something that Robert Moses tried and failed time after time in New York.
More lanes attract more cars. It has never fixed the traffic issues. We need to build more housing, closer to
where people work so there is less need for people to commute. We need more avenues that can connect
people to businesses and retail. Be smart, don't just try the same failed ideas that have been proposed for the
last 100 years.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. Those alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of
life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
local goals.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central Texas.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please work hard to narrow the footprint of this project. Austin has lost enough land and cultural resources to
TxDOT's highways. It is inappropriate for TxDOT to value the commute times of people living in Austin's
suburbs over the lives and wellbeing of Austinites living near I-35. This project in its current state does not
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serve the people of Austin, and TxDOT should pause this project until they come up with a version that serves
the people of Austin and aligns with City and County goals.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am a resident of the Cherrywood neighborhood and my property is just outside of the clear zone for the
proposed highway widening. I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed project, which will
negatively impact my neighborhood and community and central Austin, as well as the climate and not resolve
the traffic issue (as Dallas and Houston have shown).

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #1996.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.
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I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I believe I-35 should be buried underground through downtown Austin. Closing most of the on-ramps would
limit the need for increased capacity, and neither HOV nor toll lanes would be needed. In-city traffic would
use the above-ground frontage road instead. The value of the reclaimed land could be used to finance the
cost of burying the lanes.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I oppose TxDOT's recent proposals for I-35 through Austin.
Texas Transportation Commission said last year “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.”
However, TxDOT is planning to worsen the already awful scar on our city that I-35 represents by widening it,
seizing land and buildings in the process. Meaningful alternatives that could reduce the impact of I-35 on our
city seem to have been ignored. I would argue that the overall case for these alternatives has not been made
in the cost/benefit analysis, and we should try harder to quantify the impacts/benefits to public health, our
environment, and societal cohesion, in addition to land value.
Please think more broadly about the situation and opportunity, and help to prevent an act of vandalism to our
city.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.
Thru-traffic should be re-routed to the outskirts of the city and I35 through downtown should be converted
into a multi use boulevard. Increasing widths has not been shown to actually reduce traffic in cities. Turning
that area into a boulevard would create more usable community space, create more space for storefronts and
housing,, reduce pollution (smog and noise), and significantly increase quality of life. It would also reconnect
east Austin to the rest of the city. Other major cities are doing similar things. Austin should too!

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1427.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Thank you for receiving feedback. I am strongly opposed to any plan to add new lanes to I-35. It has been
shown time and time again that new lanes do not reduce traffic congestion, as traffic patterns change during
the long period of construction. We have also seen in cities around the country many excellent examples of
moving AWAY from highways in the middle of large cities, not expanding existing highways. Think to the

See response to comment #6.
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future, TxDOT - let's be a leader for the rest of the country in how to build a highway that is safe, aesthetically
pleasing, and adds to a community rather than divides it.
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Funding for I-35 construction should be redirected to fixing the Texas electricity grid in the face of severe
climate change.

Comment noted.

I could not figure out most of this website, it was complicated to figure out how to submit a comment the
project after i watched the "promotional" intro. I did review the materials, which were also hard to interpret,
but these are my concerns for consideration regarding Central Section (290 to Ben White (71):
DO NOT REDUCE or RESTRICT E/W ACCESS @ 51st,Airport, 38th, 32nd 26th (Dean Keeton),MLK, 11th or 12th
DO NOT INCREASE TRAFFIC (Volumes) On SURROUNDING STREETS
DO NOT DEAD-END FRONTAGE RDS. (as shown on one example) Traffic is real
DO NOT MAKE IT A TOLL ROAD
CAP & STITCH should be considered MLK to Holley Street (River)
Have you looked at HOV usage in Houston? It appears pretty empty many tiems; Maybe use one lane for the
emergency vehicles and public transportation and the other for local traffic.
Thank you and good luck. aed
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I live in the Hyde Park neighborhood right off of I-35, and while my home will not be directly affected my
community will. We do not want to have this expansion as it will be an inconvenience during construction and
more importantly many people will be forced to relocate their home. I-35 already has a dark history of
destroying communities and segregating Austin's Black community. It destroyed countless homes and parks
when it was created, and we do not need to destroy more now. This widening will only further separate and
divide our city. Additionally, there is not sufficient evidence that these changes will actually reduce traffic in
the area, which is the main goal for this project. In fact, there is evidence that it may even make things worse.
Regardless, no one needs to lose their home to shave five minutes off of a morning commute.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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There will never be sufficient lanes to eliminate congestion in I35 through central Austin. Any short-term
benefits would come at the cost of East Austin communities. This is an opportunity to replace infrastructure
that divides the city with infrastructure that beautifies and unites the city.

I-35 was built along East Avenue in Austin, which was seen as a
racial divide in the city’s early history, and later evolved as a
regional highway corridor throughout 1930-1950. By 1955, one
year before the Interstate Highway Act was signed into law,
the East Avenue corridor carried the designation as the
Interregional Highway “Blue Star Memorial Highway” along
with U.S. Highways 79, 81 and 290.
TxDOT understands the significance of I-35 to the local
community and the opportunity to address local concerns as
the Capital Express Central project is developed and
implemented. The project offers the chance to remove the
visual separation within Austin and reconnect communities
and spaces east and west of I-35. The reconnection would
involve removing the upper decks and elevated lanes, lowering
I-35 through the downtown core, and rebuilding the east/west
bridges for wider and safer bicycle and pedestrian crossings.
TxDOT is working closely with the City of Austin, CapMetro and
the community to allow for outside funding to be committed
for the development of deck plazas to rebuild I-35 in a way
that encourages transit and meets the needs of commuters,
local bicyclists and pedestrians.
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The Katy freeway in Houston is 20 lanes wide, and still doesn't solve the traffic. What makes this expansion of
i35 likely to solve anything?

See response to comment #6.

Another foster metro rail line from Round Rock to the airport might better connect the city and reduce traffic.

See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.

I am truly disappointed in TxDOT's I-35 highway expansion plan, which is clearly not done to reduce any of the
major problems which Austin is currently facing. These problems are generally two-fold: the first being a
major housing crisis, and the second being a major congestion/ public transport crisis.
The plan which you propose will only serve to aggravate both of these problems by displacing a large number
of people's housing, many of which may not be able to afford new housing in the current housing market
seeing as prices are extremely high, resulting in even higher numbers of people in a state of homelessness, a
problem which the city of Austin is having a very hard time resolving.
In addition, there is a whole section of natural resource economics, development economics devoted to the
impacts of road increases on congestion and public transport, and on all fronts we end off worse off. Those
who were once carpooling or taking public transportation because it was marginally more beneficial for them
to do so would switch to using a private vehicle as with the increase in the number of lanes decreases the
marginal cost of driving. As a result we are left with an influx of new drivers which once were using alternative
methods until we reach the point where all the 'marginal benefit' of driving is used up and no one else will
enter, AKA right back to the point we are now but with increased negative externalities, such as air pollution,
noise pollution etc... (again plenty of literature devoted to this, and honestly at this point there is barely even
need for literature it is just common sense). On top of that this would result in a decrease in public tra
nsportation usage, and thus a decrease in its funding which will further the congestion problem.
Frankly, I don't even know why I am writing this as I am sure that TxDOT already has all this information and is
aware of this, as I know you must on some level pretend to have some sort of justification for such a terrible
plan. The only conclusion one can draw when seeing such a proposal is that it is yet again a question of money
and lobbying, resulting in yet another useless plan which will hurt the greater community of Austin, while
fattening the wallets of a few.
I have not even touched on the detriment to mental health, to the productivity of the workers (increased
traffic noise leads to increased levels of morning tiredness and decreases in productivity), the quality of life of
the city and the natural environment, because these are so obvious to anyone who has ever been in Austin
and has had the misfortune of being close to/on I35. I have grown up in Austin and have seen it loose many of
its charms to private interest, but I have also seen some moments when the public decisions were made while
listening and thinking of the good of the community. I truly hope that TxDOT will revise their plan and choose
something that is actually in the interest of Texas, and the Austin community. It is time to break the habits of
looking for the easy answer and start planning a for a greener future for Texas and Austin, as that is the only
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way we will last in the long term.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
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My kid is an alumnus of Escuelita del Alma; my husband worked at The Austin Chronicle for over 27 years; and
I commuted from E55th St. to my office on Congress Avenue for 7 years. We use I-35 all the time and
appreciate that it's traffic, pollution and homeless issues need to be addressed. I thoroughly oppose TxDOT's
lazy I-35 expansion plans to widen the roadway that take none of the previously known issues or community
feedback into consideration. The roadway needs to be redesigned and I personally support Chris Riley's recent
OpEd about re-thinking it's usage in the city center. But at a minimum, I'd like to see a full study of community
design alternatives that have actually been discussed by the community, not just TTI, but including Reconnect
Austin, Rethink35, and ULI's cap and stitch proposals. Plans for I-35 must comply with City and community
plans, goals, and values.

See response to comment #33.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you so much for considering this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
“As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.”

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

37

No.

Commenter Name

73

Ahni Harris

74

Aidan Aannestad

75

Aidan Doyle

76

Aiden Cohen

77

Airel Shirk

Entry
Source
Date
9/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/21/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Increasing the number of lanes will not reduce traffic. It will, however, increase pollution, injuries on the road,
noise, and traffic. Austin should focus on adding other forms of transportation. Such as bus routes, trains, and
incentivized carpooling. Decreasing the number of lanes and increasing access to alternate forms of
transportation is the only solution to traffic.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

Expanding highways is a colossal waste of money - it increases their environmental impact without actually
solving any problems. Spend this money on passenger rail instead - that actually *does* solve highway
congestion problems.

See response to comment #8.

I am against any plans other than to remove the i-35 highway entirely. The Rethink35 option seems to be the
best to improve quality of life for friends of mine who live in Austin and when I visit a many times a year since
moving to Texas. It's incredibly inconvenient for me to cross the existing oversized i35 to access destinations
downtown or in east Austin. Freight traffic and through traffic that is passing by Austin and therefore not
contributing to it's economy can be deferred along any of the many highways that circle the city further from
the main population and activity area. Removing the highway would benefit the people living along it health
wise and economically when reconnected across this existing mistake of the past.
Hello, as a resident of Austin, I oppose TxDOT's current plans that do not include burying large segments of
thru traffic for I35. We are an innovative community and I call for including alternative proposals with strong
community backing into the planning and pre-solicitation periods. TxDOT often respects the communities that
they are working for, and we need to ensure any plans are consistent with adopted City of Austin goals,
values, and documented plans.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/pedestrian enhancements.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I currently live in Cherrywood with my husband and twin boys. We love our neighborhood, the people that
live in it and the wonderful businesses that fill it.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #1996.

We are extremely worried about the long term impacts on the project on our quality of life, children's health
and value of our home.
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This project and the noise and destruction that comes with it will cause significant negative impact to our
daily lives. We feel that other, more helpful alternatives, have not been adequately explored by TXDOT prior
to this decision.
I don't think that i35 should be widened at all through downtown Austin, i have to drive that route every day
to work from the south side to the highland mall. Those businesses and the homeless shelter at the hotel
should be able to stay. It would be worth it to spend more to figure out a way to use the existing foot print if
not an even smaller area. Austin is the Capital City it's worth doing it better and not putting the freeway in the
yards of private home owners.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I’m a property owner residing within ~150 feet of alternatives 2 and 3. I have concerns about environmental
impacts and urge planners to consider air quality disturbance to residences related to:

The air quality analysis to be conducted for the I-35 Capital
Express Central project is in accordance with the Austin-Round
Rock region’s current attainment/unclassifiable status for all
National Ambient Air Quality Standards and will follow TxDOT’s
guidance for complying with the Clean Air Act, National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Federal Highway
Administration code regarding project effects on air quality
(see Air Quality Toolkit: https://www.txdot.gov/insidetxdot/division/environmental/compliance-toolkits/airquality.html

1. the demolition process,
2. debris handling and removal,
3. automobiles stirring up dust from the roadway during demolition and construction,
4. contractor trucks and heavy equipment tracking and stirring up dust.

As part of the air quality analysis for the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS), TxDOT is evaluating quantitative
assessments of carbon monoxide for all build and no-build
alternatives as well as a review of mobile source air toxics
(MSATs) for the corridor. This data will be made available for
review and public comment as part of the Draft EIS and public
hearing. Quantitative MSATs and carbon dioxide analyses, for
the preferred alternative, will be presented as part of the final
EIS and Record of Decision (ROD).
TxDOT is evaluating existing and future traffic noise impacts
and ways to reduce them (by implementing noise barriers) as
part of the Draft EIS. The results of this study, including
proposed noise barriers, will be included in the Draft EIS and
presented at the public hearing.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

For more information, please refer to the traffic noise barrier
brochure: https://ftp.txdot.gov/pub/txdotinfo/env/toolkit/730-01-bro.pdf
See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Widening I-35 through the heart of downtown is, on its face, a terrible idea, as it would displace over 100
businesses and residential properties while doing little to mitigate traffic, increase safety, or improve quality
of life. The fact that the voices of the city of Austin seem almost entirely left out of the planning of the
corridor is additionally both insulting and a grave disservice to the people who actually live here.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

Local traffic should be discouraged from using the main lanes however you choose to do so. A capped tunnel
for thru traffic would be perfect, albeit expensive. Depressed thru/main lanes (managed) with boulevards
crossing at intervals seem the way to go. No build is not an option.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #4324.

I prefer Build Alternative 2 because it will provide a greater reduction in accidents and injuries, will reduce
travel time more, will result in less traffic on adjacent roads, and is likely to reduce traffic noise better. It will
have less visual impact and it also has better overall aesthetics. Finding ways to improve east-west travel on
the side roads is also important. For example, connecting 5th Street across I-35 will greatly improve
connectivity and walkability and do much to improve the downtown experience and quality of life. Capping I35 would be an ideal situation, but at least lowering the mainlines will help with giving residents a feeling that
the city is connected, rather than divided by providing clear lines of sight. I look forward to seeing the end
result of this effort, and want to thank you for all the hard work that you do to help improve mobility in Texas!
The proposed construction for the expansion of I-35 along the downtown corridor is a mess that will not only
displace too many people and businesses but would do so without actively changing and improving the major
problem with the highway- conjestion and traffic.

See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #6.

With the consideration that national attention and funds for infrastructure are in the works I believe the
prudent and right thing to do is to re-examine the problem of traffic in Austin looking at the long term- not
just slapping a band-aid on the true problem. Part of the reason Austin struggles now (and has struggled
almost all of my adult life) has been because of a lack of long term investment in our infrastructure. We need
to stop the cycle of playing catchup only to out grow in a few years time anyways. Now is the time to carefully
plan and look for solutions that are just as fair to people/businesses as they are actually in helping Austins
traffic issues.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Alana Parker
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This
review, under the National Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all
community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. As a Katy native, this
was a major reason I moved away and never plan to go back.
Our state has a long and ugly history of segregation, building for the best interests of the energy sector over
residents, and unsustainable urban sprawl. We've given those "solutions" 75 years. It's time for some fresh
ideas.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin.
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Please keep our interests in mind.
Reroute 35 around Austin and rejoin East and west.I35 is a menace. Enlarging 35 will prove to be a
catastrophic mistake for Austin.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1427.
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I moved away from Houston to Austin to get away from mega-highways.Houston is just one giant concrete
culvert and whenever it rains, it floods.If TxDOT disregards Austin neighborhoods and just pushes I35 through
without considering anything more than cost, Austin will be even more divided physically. I'm not just
concerned about pollution, noise and air, devalued land, etc. but the lack of forward thought in solving our
transportation problems. We have an 18 wheeler problem, poor public transportation issues (rail line
underutilized), and lack walkability and bicycle access East/West and along I35. Dallas has revived their Arts
district by tunnel access. Here's a chance for Austin to shine and reunite the city, and manifest pro-climate
change behaviors. Let's stop doing things bigger, but smarter instead.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #30.

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please don’t expand the highway. It’s only going to add MORE traffic. It’s not going to make Austin more
accessible, it’ll make it LESS accessible. Austin is BEAUTIFUL. Do you want it to turn into Houston???? No
right??? So don’t expand it!!! We don’t need an eye sore of a highway

See response to comment #6.
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Aleksiina Chapman
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Good morning, I agree with all the points below that have been excellently put together by WalkAustin. I
would like to see many more east-west connections across I-35 and I absolutely support the idea of burying
the freeway. The freeway must not get any wider than it currently is which is already ridiculously wide and a
huge barrier for East-west travel. I also agree that the freeway should not be above ground since this creates
unappealing and strange public spaces full of shadows and undesirable to be in (think- the elevated section of
183). Thanks for considering this input and for the dedication to this effort.
-Aleksiina
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Aleksiina Chapman

9/3/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Comments Received at Public
Libraries."]

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #574.
See response to comment #1427.

Good Morning I35 Project Team,
I stopped by the library yesterday and saw the I35 plans and comment form. I filled out the comment form at
the library but then didn't see anywhere to submit it, so sending via email.
Please let me know if you have further questions.
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Alex Arguello

Entry
Source
Date
9/11/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I have concerns about the quality of the engineering at TXdot on such an important project. The inability to
provide a buried lane option within budget is unacceptable. We need an outsider firm to provide a buried
solution.

See response to comment #15.

No to 35!!!!!

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Alex Ferrin

9/14/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

Every traffic study has shown definitively that more lanes don’t solve congestion problems.
I support traffic projects, and studied civil engineering in college. Focus the same resources toward specific
and future issues rather than blanket, crude mechanisms at the current or past problems.
Any solution for today or yesterday will be irrelevant by the time of implementation. I don’t presume to have
the answer to the problems of 35, but the proposed expansions is fundamentally and obviously ill suited for
the future of transportation in central Texas
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Thank you and I wish you the best of luck and support in efforts to improve mobility in and around Austin
The TxDOT plan is absolutely horrible. It's main purpose appears to be to make it even more difficult to cross
the east and west sides of i35.
The plan has no improvement to the status quo, such as congestion. The proposed crossings and
intersections seem designed for remote and uninhibited areas without any consideration and priority people
to safely cross on foot or bike. It has no place in the middle of a downtown core. I'm absolutely horrified that
TxDOT is dismissing the alternatives and plans to move forward with a design that will just make the traffic
and the community worse.
No higher, no wider. It's time to turn round rock through Austin I-35 into "business 35" instead. The state/feds
should buy the existing toll road SH130 that loops and connects, and turn that into I-35 instead. Also consider
prohibiting 18 wheelers on business 35 from 7 am to 7 pm.

See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
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Alex Haynes
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
The approach that is being taken, focusing on adding lanes, has been shown countless times to not reduce
traffic congestion. The need to destroy over 140 properties in downtown Austin is unconscionable for the
sake of through traffic. The initial construction of I-35 did immense damage to neighborhoods of color and the
fabric of downtown Austin. The current proposals will not only do nothing to remedy this, but will exacerbate
the harm.
Any proposal for I-35 must take into account the needs of our growing city and a multimodal transit plan, not
just the needs of through traffic. It would be a shame to lose out on this historic opportunity to resist the
enlargement of the asphalt footprint of highways on the city and instead work towards making a greener,
more accessible, and livable downtown.
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As a resident of central Austin who works downtown, within view of I-35, I support a plan (such as cap and
stitch( that allows incorporation of that space into the fabric of this city. This will rejoin East Austin with
downtown, while creating acres of space that can be developed as greenspace, (much needed) housing, and
commercial spaces, as has occurred in cities as varied as Dallas, Boston, and Seattle. This stands in stark
contrast to the current proposals that condemn 32 acres worth of prime downtown space.
There is no justification for increasing automobile capacity on the interstate system anywhere in the United
States. Even things like HOV lanes represent an indirect capacity expansion, since they effectively make it
easier to travel in the general purpose lanes. Ample academic research has demonstrated that capacityexpanding projects only provide temporary congestion relief (e.g., https://ncst.ucdavis.edu/researchproduct/increasing-highway-capacity-unlikely-relieve-traffic-congestion).

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #273.

Given the inevitability of congestion, transportation agencies should focus on providing convenient, safe, and
affordable alternatives to automobile travel.

Land uses also affect travel demand, so TxDOT should also coordinate with relevant local jurisdictions to
facilitate high-density land uses near high-quality public transit and in locations where walking and cycling are
most convenient. Land use interventions can reduce travel demand and obviate the need for capacity
expansions.

Alex Karner, PhD
Associate Professor
Graduate Program in Community and Regional Planning
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Alex Mayorga

8/17/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Widening a highway through the city will not reduce traffic, will increase pollution, and will harm the livability
of the city. Do not move forward with this project.

I35 needs to be put underground. Please don't do a half-step, find the money to do the job right the first time
or you will be spending more in a decade. TEXANS DO THE JOB RIGHT THE FIRST TIME. Don't kick the can
down the road by adding more lanes, it won't help traffic and it hurts Austin. Austin NEEDS a Klyde Warren
Park-type solution. TEXANS DON'T MAKE EXCUSES, do what is right for Austin and Texas, put I35
underground.
I disapprove of this plan. It will only exacerbate the traffic problem by creating more demand on the roads
(see numerous examples such as Katy Highway) It is not forward thinking. Thru traffic (especially 18 wheelers)
should be re-routed on 130 and go around the city. There is no need for all the people traveling from south of
Austin to north of Austin congesting the city center. The only options are either to bury i35 and cap it, or turn
it back into a boulevard, thus allowing more housing, park spaces, and public transportation. All things the
City of Austin and its citizens want] and need.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.
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Alternatives 2 and 3 would increase traffic through induced demand, perpetuate and worsen the division of
the city into east and west, and exacerbate pollution in the center of the city.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #273.

Further, consuming acres of high-dollar real estate in the center of the city with paved lanes instead of
buildings harms our ability to generate tax revenue and provide desirable places for people to live and work.

Klyde Warren Park has been lauded as a tremendous public asset for the city of Dallas. We have the
opportunity to create something much larger for Austin, while avoiding the numerous problems with
Alternatives 2 and 3 listed above.
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Do not create another Katy Freeway.
I do not support the current I35 expansion plans put forth by TX DOT. We should not be expanding a an
interstate highway through central Austin. I35 is already a disruption to the urban fabric of the city. The
project should significantly reduce the the footprint of I35 in central Austin. I support either burying I35 such
as proposed by multiple organizations such as Reconnect Austin or rerouting it around central Austin. A key
goal should be the facilitation of more sustainable modes of transportation such as walking, biking, and public
transport.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Expanding I-35 is a critical error. Our city has been divided by 35 enough-- we don't need something wider OR
higher. Riding the bus to go somewhere nearby across 35 already takes an outrageous amount of time. It
keeps residents segregated and makes accessing resources difficult for those without cars, especially on the
eastside of town. 35 is already dangerous for pedestrians, bikers, and cars, and adding more lanes does not
alleviate that danger. This is the time our city should be investing in better public transportation and creating
solutions to decrease the number of cars, the need for cars, and their environmental impact-- these are things
we should be focusing on instead. Expanding 35 will take away long-standing businesses and shows how little
regard for future thinking and equitable planning. This is not the future Austin needs.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I35 should not be expanded. Adding more lanes will not help with the current traffic congestion that plagues
Austin. San Diego CA, Pensacola, FL, Boise, ID and Omaha, NE are just a few examples of cities that have
expanded highways, in some cases even faster than their population growth, yet traffic congestion worsened.
It is a classic case of if you build it they will come. If the highway is expanded more people simply use the
highway until we are right back where we started.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #19.

Instead traffic needs to be diverted around the city. There is no reason for the high level of 18 wheelers
cutting through Austin to be using a highway with rush hour commuters. There also need to be more options
for people other than driving on this highway. Improvements in Austin's public and alternate transit systems
will remove cars from our already stressed highway systems. Giving people easy, convent and safe
alternatives has been shown to work. In another example of if you build it they will come, people will almost
always pick the path of least resistance. It doesn't matter of that path is walking, riding a bike, taking a train or
driving.

In conclusion I believe that Austin should be spending this money on safe and convent alternatives to driving
instead of expanding the highway. Because of you build it, they will come.
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I believe this new plan will cause more harm than good. It’s been proven time and time again that building
more lanes does not decrease traffic congestion.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.

I believe we do need highway improvements, but this plan misses the mark on many levels. We should be
forward thinking about public transit and climate change.
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Alexander Milan

9/17/2021 Email

Please consider a new plan.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
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The current designs are uninspired and half-baked. A decade long, expensive project such as this demands
more creativity and thought. Please consider ideas that benefit the communities closest to the project. There
are a handful that involve tunneling a portion of the highway. These would allow for much more friendly and
walkable streets, as well as more retail and commercial buildings, and a reduction in pollution and noise.
I would like to see additional designs other than the recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital
Express Central project.
The current designs are uninspired and half-baked. A decade long, expensive project such as this demands
more creativity and thought. Please consider ideas that benefit the communities closest to the project. There
are a handful that involve tunneling a portion of the highway. These would allow for much more friendly and
walkable streets, as well as more retail and commercial buildings and a reduction in pollution and noise.
This is a once in a generation opportunity to connect downtown and East Austin and to repair the racially
divided line of decades ago. I don't know if tunneling 35 is feasible. I'd love if the entire thing was
underground, but I'm not an engineer. What there is room for is at minimum, pedestrian/bike bridges over
35. Right now, the designated bike path has me crossing the 35 frontage road with no signal. Even better than
bridges though would be full parks built over portions of the road. As the city continues to explode in size,
more pedestrian focussed areas are critical to our continuing success.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #15.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Widening a highway is antithetical to combatting climate change. If we are to meet our climate goals (at city &
federal levels), we cannot expand I-35. We need sustainable, resilient infrastructure that promotes safety and
equity and actually moves people around. No higher no wider!

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Alexandros Kinalidis

9/15/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
Do you want Austin to be just like Houston? Giant stupid highways going all through downtown jam-packed
with cars at all times? The bigger the highway, the more traffic. It's not hard to understand. Induced demand.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #8.

Get a grip, giant stupid fucking highways are a waste of time, space, energy and money. Build some fucking
trains already. Grow up.
130
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commission:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is a central thoroughfare in the State, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am against these plans and any future plan that requires the razing of properties belonging to homeowners
and business owners in my local neighborhoods (Hancock and Cherrywood). Austin is increasingly
unaffordable, a problem the city and state have done nothing to solve, and there is no amount of
compensation that could be given to these people to keep them and their homes or businesses in this SAME
neighborhood. Properties are selling cash only at 100K over asking in both of these neighborhoods. These
homeowners and business owners do not want to move 12 miles away. They want to stay here. Do not make
Austin WORSE by kicking people out of their properties. Come up with something else.
None of the TxDOT alternatives would solve the problem in the future. The city is growing and more people
are going to be in the city downtown area. Have we not learned the lesson with Houston? Did 20+ lanes fix
traffic and mobility congestion in the Houston metro area? No, it only added more pollution, noise, and piles
of cars. Austinites lack basic public transit options that are efficient in navigating the city. Reconnect Austin
and Rethink 35 concepts are much more efficient for mobility and the environment. They both provide lands
to be reused for shops, small businesses, and residential units that contribute to the city's tax base. Austin
needs to be reimagined and be scalable to human size and not cars. Better infrastructure for public transit is a
key in making Austin scalable for future population expansion. Otherwise, in 15 to 20 years, we still going to
find ourselves in this position debating whether to expand I-35 to accommodate 30+ lanes. It is a neverending loop. Public transit and walkable districts are the only sustainable options for Austin.
This presentation explained clearly the rationale behind eliminating option 1, however it did not clearly
illuminate the differences between options 2 and 3. I do not feel sufficiently informed to have an opinion
between the two. Attempting to visually scan and spot the differences between two extremely dense pdfs is
very challenging, and I would recommend an expansion of this to include a video with a walk through. That
said, any option that improves traffic flow while also increasing safe pedestrian and bicycle crossings eastwest would be acceptable to me. I am disappointed that there are no true express tunnel options. After using
the express tunnel in Seattle this week, I was hoping we might see something of that sort in Austin. It was
highly efficient and effective. Perhaps if cost is an issue, the new federal infrastructure bill will allow for it.

See response to comment #7.
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See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #15.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Ali Ishaq

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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To TxDOT I-35 Capital Express Central Team,

See response to comment #7.

I am writing to express my continued support for the redevelopment of I-35 through Central Texas and in
particular the CapEx project in Central Travis County. This international corridor plays an integral role in our
nation, state and region, in addition to local trips served. It must be redeveloped to improve efficiency and
increase capacity in a manner that reflects our community values, integrates with the street network and
transit system and enhances safety for all modes.
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Over the past decade, the nuances of the proposed project have evolved significantly due to TxDOT’s
willingness to listen to the needs and desires of this community. The commitment to lower the highway
through downtown and remove the decks north of the university were much needed, and are much
appreciated, commitments. As you hone in on a final design, I encourage you to continue to give thorough
consideration to requests for alternate engineering and design features that will make this project a model for
the nation, a generational investment for which all Texans can be proud and a local asset, especially for those
who live with its impact daily.
“As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap-Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery.
A narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from
needless destruction.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.
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We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.”
Widening IH35 ground-level lanes from the river to Hwy183 will further divide the neighborhoods to the east
from the places many of residents work/attend: the capitol complex, UT, and the hospitals. If additional lanes
(or all of them) cannot be placed underground, then keep or expand the upper deck lanes, both in number
and distance. At least the upper lanes allow some of the through traffic to bypass exits they don't need,
freeing lower lanes for vehicles that do use them.
Also please lengthen the on-ramps and exit-ramps through this area. When many ramps were closed (in the
90s?) the ones that remain are uphill trying to merge with 65 mph traffic, at distances too short to do so.
I reject the current alternative proposal with the highway expansion. We can do better. i get that you are
trying to move more people through our city, but what about those of us that live in central North Austin. Will
you just expand again in 30 years? This is not a solution. We don't want this, and it's not a solution.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #316.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Why do we not leverage 130 to bipeds through traffic?
And why do we not use our imaginations and problem solving to really build a functional mass transit?

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #8.

We can’t keep building highways.
We are 40-50 years behind in our plans. We really need to innovate!
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

145

Alicia Herber

9/14/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Widening i35 will only create “induced demand” and make traffic problems worse. Climate change is bad
enough; we need real solutions like fast-tracked (pun intended) public transit, NOT more impervious cover
through additional highway. This plan further exacerbates the divide between Austin’s two sides and helps no
one. I strongly condemn this plan to expand i35 in my city!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Expanding and improving public transportation (including trains) is a better and long overdue way to address
traffic congestion in Austin.

148

Alina Praxmarer

149

Alison Bryce

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please DO NOT WIDEN I-35! It's already wide enough and widening it anymore will NOT resolve the traffic
See response to comment #6.
situation. It will make it worse!!! Not only that, burning the highway will increase property values for all in the See response to comment #273.
corridor as well as allow developers and the city to reclaim all that real estate. If you widen it the quality of life
for thousands and thousands of Austin residence will suffer. It's a waste of money and a totally stupid idea.
I used to live in Austin and worked on the east side. I still travel in the area often and do freelance work in
east Austin. What this plan would do is give a giant middle finger to the Eastside community. This plan does
not care about the history the side holds or the generations of families who have been there. It does not care
about the people who have given everything they have to restore old buildings and make it a better place, not
just for their neighbors but also the tourism aspect of Austin. How dare you think a plan that comes even
remotely close to a gravesite is good.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1540.

"Oh it's okay Mrs. Jones. You great grandfathers grave is still there. We just have to keep all of our
construction equipment on top of him for the next 15 years as we figure out how to finish a highway
expansion project on IH 35."
Maybe instead of reacting to growth and traffic in the area, you should be kicking whoever has worked there
for years out of the office. Because we all saw the problem worsening as Austin's population grew. And yet,
here we are.
Figure out a better plan. Because this surely isn't the best you can do.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Alison Putman

9/11/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

You have broken a promise to build smarter, NOT wider and taller therefor I am writing to oppose the Texas
Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central
project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Please don’t build an enormously wide barrier superhighway through the middle of our town. The I35 corridor
is already noisy, smelly and filthy. You can even maintain the ugly mess that it is right how. It’s always loaded
with trash everywhere. Your do better to keeping the same foorprint and have a tunnel or some other wor
around. Making it so much bigger will destroy the neighborhoods near it and divide us even more. These two
plans are both absurd.
I’m worried about the I35 expansion into the Cherrywood neighborhood. Will the displaced businesses be
given enough to relocate within the neighborhood? What will be done for noise control along Robinson? Right
now there is good access between the neighborhood and the university, how will that be preserved?

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #1996.

I’m a native Texan and maybe more importantly, I am an Austin native in particular. I know TxDot is not really
a “creative solutions” kind of agency, but we’ve all had to learn new things this pandemic.
Just widening the freeway is going to further ghetto east Austin. We don’t want it and we are ornery enough
to fight it.
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Let’s try to find a different kind of partnership to make this work.
The expansion project for I-35 shows TxDOT's values, which simply put are greed and incompetence. This
project is not a solution and creates an even bigger problem that is unsustainable for Austin's future. (I think
we all know the phrase, if you build it they will come?) The expansion will only benefit one sector and that is
the oil and gas one ;). I know the city of Austin is better than this and can come up with better ways to spend
our taxpayer's money on transportation...oh like maybe a full bike lane from north Austin to downtown?
Maybe an actual functional rail line that makes sense? Maybe we scale down on highways all together? Let's
build for the future people and stop giving TxDOT every penny we have.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commission:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is a central thoroughfare in the State, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to re-envision and redefine mobility in one of the most thriving and
populous cities here in America, and alternatives 2 and 3 have far too many deficiencies to be considered. As
an inhabitant of the Cherrywood neighborhood, which would be directly impacted by the project, I am very
concerned that all the work and disruption that my family would face over the next several years would be a
wasted opportunity to reconnect the east side of Austin with the core. There is an opportunity to significantly
increase the mobility and transportation of pedestrians, cars, and cyclists while also reducing congestion,
environmental impact, and the historic disaggregation of race and wealth that the 35 has exacerbated.

See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #271.

At a minimum, alternative 1 should be brought forward for public consideration, and we want to continue to
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pursue the idea of the expansion going no wider and no higher.

Thank you for your consideration,
Allen
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Alternatives 2 and 3 ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE. Both just widen the scar on our city. Either return to the
evaluation of Alternative 1 or pursue the No Build Option.

See response to comment #6.

Please no more upper deck as proposed in build alternative 3. I live in the Hancock neighborhood west of I35
and the noise pollution from the current upper deck is atrocious - I'm sure it's just as bad for the Cherrywood
neighborhood on the east side of I35.

Comment noted.
See response to comment #33.

Expanding the highway and ruining cherrywood coffee would be devastating to the neighborhood. I’m here
weekly doing work, and it’s one of the most coveted coffee shops in the area. Not to mention the jobs and
people that would be displaced. Please don’t do this!!!

Minimizing the amount of right-of-way is one of the major
objectives of TxDOT’s Mobility35 Program, which includes the
I-35 Capital Express Central project, and right-of-way will
continue to be refined throughout the process. The majority of
the proposed impacts are in the upper deck area (Airport
Boulevard to Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard).
Right-of-way in this area is 200 feet. TxDOT will require at least
100 additional feet of right of way to accommodate
construction, which will include deconstructing the decks while
keeping three lanes of traffic open in both directions on I-35
during construction.
The Community Impacts Assessment, which began spring
2021, will explore and evaluate the needs of adjacent
communities and document the existing and projected social
environment with and without the proposed action. The
assessment will include an analysis of mobility, safety, access
to employment, relocation, isolation and other community
issues.
TxDOT will focus on determining the potential impacts to
people of color, minority and low-income populations, those
with limited English proficiency, elderly populations, people
with disabilities and children. Among the elements to be
analyzed are displacements and relocations, the availability of
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affordable housing and bicycle and pedestrian improvements
as connections between the east and west sides of I-35.
For more information about TxDOT’s right-of-way process,
visit: https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/division/right-ofway.html
Right-of-way forms and publications page:
https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/formspublications/consultants-contractors/forms/row.html
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Please do not expand 35. Alternative plans that take cars off roads by providing alternative means of
transportation seem like a more efficient and eco friendly option. Expanding 35 just invites more traffic to 35
and we'll be hitting the same problem soon enough, effectively throwing all this money down the drain.
Please don't waste my tax dollars with such a poorly thought out project.

See response to comment #6.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
********History demonstrates highway construction in urban environments throughout the United States
proceeded with a lack of concern for neighborhood voices and businesses, especially in socioeconomically
diverse communities. I would argue the last 30 years of urban planning at a neighborhood level is to combat
transportation choices made by large, overarching state agencies. Moving forward with this proposal not only
expresses a favoring of a particular population with access to a car but negligence of people who face the
direct impacts of construction. I understand the need for less congestion on our transportation systems and
importance of industries such as freights which rely on highway mobility however the results of prioritizing
this industry will further displace vulnerable peoples.
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Allie Whalen

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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As someone who loves her city, please spend the money to do the tunnel and cap idea. It saves more local
mainstays and it makes the downtown area more beautiful.

See response to comment #13.

TxDOT MUST give consideration to community-supported alternatives that connect the city rather than
further widen an already wide and horrible eyesore. Real estate alongside the highway could be reclaimed.
Local bike and ped traffic could be emphasized. Austin can do great things when called upon, such as secure
funding for a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to change infrastructure for the better rather than take the “old,”
“traditional” way of continuously widening roadways just because “that’s how things are done.” 80% of the
traffic on I-35 is local, so we should be driving on local streets anyway, not on I-35. Make 35 better for people
who live here - don’t make it a Houston or Dallas highway. Please get Austin closer to Portland, San Francisco,
Amsterdam…anything but towards Dallas/Houston-type highways and traffic. Work WITH the local city
officials and community to encourage non-car transportation.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #8.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
I'm originally from San Francisco, and after the 1989 earthquake that severely damaged the Embarcadero
freeway that cut through some of the city's most beautiful areas, citizens finally managed to have the freeway
dismantled altogether. It was a vast improvement for the city and the people who live there. Austin could
enjoy vast benefits from a similar dismantlement of I-35.
My parents came to stay in Austin for a couple of weeks and hated it -- largely because they were in a condo
overlooking I-35, which they complained about incessantly: it's ugly, the traffic smells, it destroys any pleasure
in walking through neighborhoods. Nobody likes I-35. Driving along the frontage road is a miserable
experience. Driving on I-35 is a miserable experience. Everyone I know avoids it like the plague. People who
live here do not drive on 35 if they have any choice. Nobody wants to go to a business that's smack dab right
up against a freeway. Nobody wants to live near a freeway. Nobody wants to walk around a freeway. These
highways destroy neighborhoods and make life unpleasant for everyone except truck drivers.
Austin has plenty of alternative driving routes that do not cut through the heavily populated central districts
of the city. Reroute trucks and commuters to those roads and get rid of I-35 slashing through the city.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I-35 is an eyesore in every way, shape, and form. TxDot would do far better to tear it down than to expand it.
Nobody likes this highway, nobody likes driving on it, nobody likes living near it, nobody likes walking near it,
either. It smells, it's a noise and air pollution nightmare, and it does nothing to encourage citizens to walk,
take public transportation, ride bikes, or use any other form of transportation besides the automobile.
Expanding it would be horribly shortsighted, especially in light of the impending catastrophes of climate
change. Texas should be promoting rail travel and other alternative forms of transportation -- the automobile
needs to be phased out of urban life!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Allison Wilson

9/21/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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More lanes is not the answer. Displacing residents and local businesses is not the answer. Our daughter’s
daycare is a block from I-35 now and she and all the other children and schools along I-35 do not need more
traffic passing near them and affecting air quality. There are needs to support pedestrian, bicycle, and transit
intersections with I-35 as it runs through Austin, but we do not need even greater prioritization of vehicle
traffic in our city. Design differently. Design better.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am absolutely APPALLED by the I-35 expansion plans. WE DO NOT NEED MORE HIGHWAY. WE NEED MORE
AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND MORE PUBLIC TRANSIT. Your plans will devastate minority communities in east
austin. THE COMMUNITY DOES NOT WANT THIS HIGHWAY!

See response to comment #6.

72

No.

Commenter Name

173

Alvaro Carrisosa

Entry
Source
Date
9/22/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Alyne Harding

9/16/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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The proposed revision for IH35 is lazy, disregards our city's urgent need for housing, and is altogether an
unimaginative approach. Studies find that widening a highway does NOT alleviate traffic woes, it only allows
for more vehicles to be stuck in traffic (case in point - Katy Highway in Houston). We cannot solve the same
problem with more of the same solution. We must embrace all modes of transportation that allow commuter
traffic by the way of buses and trains to run alongside the highway, and not condemn them to a maze-like
route that takes 3X as long because of 'precious' highway space. Listen to the younger engineers, urban
planners, and transportation gurus instead of relying on the same tired fix - make it bigger. A no-build
approach is what the people want and demand. How can we justify paving 30 to 32 acres of new right-of-way
when we are in a flash flood area?? This would directly impact and impede the safety of all travelers and
citizens in our city. Perhaps TXDOT should purchase one of the surrounding toll roads and mandate that all
through traffic that are semi's use those lanes and come to an annual fee agreement with those companies so
their drivers only use that route? Why can we not build a light rail system that flows between northbound and
southbound travel lanes for the amount of money TXDOT is proposing? Why haven't ANY OTHER options been
brought forth? Why are we only being confronted with this half-baked supposed fix of an idea? A full
environmental review should be performed prior to any construction finalization and be open for public
discussion as well. How will this relate to the heat island effect? Most of this proposed area is already paved,
to add more is irresponsible. To know that our money would be wasted on this project saddens me because it
does not speak to your state agency's responsibility to work for Texans and their mobility needs. There are
better options. Do better.
Please don’t widen I35 through Cherrywood. This neighborhood is trying to hang on to the community feel
that Austin is losing. This interstate further divides and displaces.

See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

I support the TX Dot Project

See response to comment #7.

I do not want to see Alternative 1 plans dismissed. I realize the cost is astronomical, but also understand that
there are multiple design plans that aim to both strengthen and connect the city, as well as see long-term
vision for growth and revenue through real estate opportunities.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #271.

It would be short-sighted to simply expand the freeway. I would like to see it capped and the city reconnected.
I live in the Cherrywood neighborhood parallel to I-35 and have since 1997. For years, I have hoped for a cap
on I-35, with a park on top like we’ve seen in other major cities. We have so many trees in our neighborhood,
which is great, but the road noise and pollution from I-35 is no match for even our dense tree cover. Please
take into account that we have created a walkable, bikeable neighborhood, full of growing families, and do
NOT expand I-35 through central Austin. This is the perfect time for traffic to be diverted around the city by
reducing speeds on I-35 between Airport Blvd and downtown so it’s mostly just used by locals. Please do NOT
widen and expand what is already a noisy, dangerous highway. Listen to the neighbors to create a safe place
for pedestrians and cyclists, including children, too.

See response to comment #1996.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1996.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I have been a resident of the Cherrywood neighborhood since 1997. I have watched as our city has grown and
changed. I have seen I-35 become the clogged artery that it is today. I agree that something must be done,
BUT write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of
the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Amanda Cox

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ens
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I live in a 60 year old complex on the feeder of I35 and would ask you to consider a redesign through the
urban core. Please don't make my back yard a high speed frontage road with a triple decker looming. Your
current plan is frightening. What about the noise?! What about the pollution? Why can't we go underground
and preserve green-space?! Why haven't you studied alternatives?! Consider the safety of the people that live
here not just cars and trucks.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The "no-build" alternative – which by law has to be evaluated during the upcoming months of study – would
be preferable to the two CapExCentral alternatives TxDOT is proposing.

Austin deserves a better alternative that reconnects East and West Austin, doesn't displace houses and
businesses, and is able to improve traffic congestion at a rate that is proportional to the growth of the city's
population.
I'm in support of construction of the IH 35 improvements to help alleviate the current congestion. I've lived
near the north end of the upper and lower deck split and have seen the traffic that builds up.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #7.
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Yes to:
• Depressed lanes to connect East Austin with downtown!!
• Adding HOV lanes
• Using Caps and decks
• Reclaiming land for housing, commercial and greenspaces
• Public art and greenery to beautify the commute

See response to comment #7.

No to:
• Elevated lanes which add visual separation
• Tunnels for managed lanes -too expensive and takes too long to construct
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Please consider:
• Reducing light pollution – direction, color and brightness
• Incorporating design elements that support semi-autonomous driving such as lane keeping technology and
speed control.
• Further separating pedestrian and bike lanes from cars in the section that crosses Lady Bird Lake. For
example 1st Street bridge is better than Congress Ave bridge.
• Access to Austin Convention Center as it plans to expand, such as an East-West road at 5th along with light
rail and pedestrian/bike crossing on 4th street
• Incorporating suitable, low maintenance trees and plants to beautify, provide shade to pedestrians and
bicyclists, and sequester GHG emissions in the soil
• Incorporating dedicated bike lane, not shared lane, along main East- West roads
• Low-carbon materials, methods and design to reduce the carbon footprint of the project
35 should not be expanded. I’m order to fight climate change, the last thing we need is more lanes of highway
for cars. As someone who lives very close to 35, I do not want to be exposed to more air or noise pollution.
Funds would be better spent on bike lanes and sidewalks, which are extremely lacking here.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

189

Ambar Del Angel

9/10/2021 Email

190

Amber Aguilar

9/24/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Hello,

9/21/2021 Email

I am an austinite living in 78739. I have concerns about the environmental impact of all three phases of this
project. I look forward to continuing to provide more detailed feedback as studies continue.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

191

Amber Boyle

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #30

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

192

Amber England

9/17/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Amber Kearns
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

194

Amber Marle Feliciano

195

Amber Rowland

9/18/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/13/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved an
Please do not expand I-35. Expanding it will not decrease traffic, and will only create more problems. Homes
and businesses will be required to relocate, if they are financially able to. Please keep the 2020 promise of not
expanding the highway. It will not help citizens, and will waste money. If decreasing traffic is something Texas
aims to do, creating more accessible public transportation will do it.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I want to voice my opposition to the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35
as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
In 2020, the promise from TXDOT was “no wider and no higher.” Do they think we all have “COVID brain” and
forgot?They’re now ignoring that promise and disregarding the well-considered plans put forth by the
community by denying a full and robust study of those alternatives. Everyone knows now that building it
wider and bigger won’t reduce congestion or otherwise make the community better. We don’t NEED to
enable higher-speed, through-traffic to continue to gash through the center of the City. We need better, more
humane and ecologically sound solutions to mobility. Please do everything you can to push back against this
plan.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

196

Amber Schulenburg

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

They want innovative, forward-thinking strategies that build a better future for generations to come.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #8.

We want high quality mass transit.

Texas is number 1 in the nation for auto accident deaths. We are already facing terrible consequences of
climate change which we know that cat emissions contribute to.

197

Amelia Greiner

9/2/2021

198

Amelia Lopez

9/2/2021

199

Amena Sengal

9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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We need less cars on the road, not wider roads. Let’s be a leader in modern mass transit, rather than just
adding to the problems we already have.
We do NOT NEED MORE LANES. How many studies do you need to read before you realize this is not a
solution to transportation in a growing city? We need public transit. Do you think New York got the way it is
by building more lanes? No. If Austin is trying to be the next bay area, then realize BART is what makes the
bay area and San Francisco accessible. Extra lanes will do nothing but create more cars on the road, it will not
ease traffic. We know you know this already.
We don’t need or want a bigger I-35 footprint
We need better public transportation, we voted on and passed a massive bond to bury this monstrosity and I
am paying thru the nose AND eyes in property taxes to fund this- we don’t need or want more gas guzzling
cars tearing thru out city. And good luck condemning business that the affluent citizens of French Place use.
We are in a climate crisis - look at what is happening with the fires in the west and hurricanes:flooding in the
east. LISTEN TO THE CITIZENS and stop playing politics with our lives our businesses and our homes.
I do not support the TxDot redesign of I-35. It will only further separate East and west Austin.

See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Comment
Form
200

Amenity Applewhite

9/14/2021 Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

201

Ami Davis

9/17/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
As someone who lives close to the section at issue, this will ruin our quality of life rather than improve it.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

203

Amir Raz

8/28/2021 General
Website
Comment
Form

204

Amir Talebizadeh

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please do NOT add more lanes to the I35. It has been well documented that adding lanes leads to increased
demand and more congestion, rather than reduce traffic. Instead of adding new lanes, why not convert
existing lanes into high occupancy manged lanes or toll lanes to reduce demand. That would be both cheeper,
more nicer to the neighborhoods around the I35. You can also create incentives to drive around Austin by
removing tolls from the SH130.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

205

206

Amrit Topiwala

Amy Beisenherz

9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/13/2021 Email

Which of the 2 alternatives plan are you proceeding with? Alternative 2 or 3?

See response to comment #1432.
See response to comment #2370.

How soon will you start asking landowners for eminent domain?
Why are you expanding the I 35 from Woodland Ave. and Oltorf St.; when the new construction has just
finished about 2years ago?
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

Please consider alternatives other than highway expansion. I grew up in Dallas and witnessed the change to
downtown when they sunk Woodall Rogers freeway and created Klyde Warren Park above. Much of the
downtown area is much more enjoyable now than when I lived there in the early nineties. I've lived in Austin
since attending UT in the late nineties and lived off Hollywood just on the east side of 35. After that, I worked
for Dell and commuted on I35. Suffice it to say, I've put in many hours on this stretch. PLEASE consider
something creative and sustainable instead of simply adding more lanes. These are some great options! You
have an opportunity to make this city different than the usual urban highway sprawl - people here will use the
outdoor space and public transportation but you have to plan it now, not after the fact.
I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
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I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.

207

Amy Brotman

9/10/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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The current proposal is a very bad idea that will disrupt dozens of businesses and destroy the homes of
hundreds of people, and it won't even help with the actual traffic issue when it's done. The fact that it's even
being considered seriously is an embarrassment.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #33.

Please consider the community-led alternatives.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. Those alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of
life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
local goals.

210

Amy Eubanks

9/6/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central Texas.
To Whom It May Concern,
I would like to express my concern over the proposed expansion of the I-35 expressway through the main
corridor of Austin. Our city is on the precipice. We have the opportunity to make improvements to I-35 that
will have a positive impact for years to come. We can improve the roadway, create walkable spaces and paths
that connect the East to the West. We can preserve neighborhoods and homes that are in such short supply.
We can encourage business and growth in Central Austin, and not continue to push beyond the borders of
this city. Or we can raze it all.
There are so many organizations that can speak eloquently about the environmental impact of TXDOT's plan.
Community groups can remind you about the further economic and racial disparity that will follow.
Accessibility groups can tell you about the increased traffic that will follow, because if you build it, they will
come. I am not the expert here. What I can tell you about is my home. The only home I have ever owned. I
can tell you that the moment I walked into my home, I knew my dreams had come true. I can tell you that not
one single day has gone by that I do not wake in the morning grateful. Grateful to live in Austin. Grateful to
live in Cherrywood. Grateful to have kind neighbors. Grateful that throughout the pandemic, I could go for
walks surrounded by old trees and charming houses that might look run-down to some but look to me like
well-loved homes.
I am grateful that I bought a house next to my 87 year old neighbor Roy. Roy was a chef in Austin for more
than 60 years. He retired at the age of 80. He still does all of his own yard work. And every Friday he brings my
trash cans back to my driveway when they are emptied. I bring him food from my job. His neighbor to the

See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #1996.
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right trims his trees. The neighbor up the street brings him desserts when she bakes.
All of us bought houses next to a highway. We all understood that we would have a steady stream of white
noise in perpetuity. We all knew that we would share a fence-line with businesses along the frontage road.
We all made a compromise because the exchange was a chance to live in a place with character.
I ask you to think about the people of these neighborhoods. To think about the character of Austin. This is
what we need in our city. Old trees, loved homes, locally owned businesses and neighbors who care.

211

Amy Hufford
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Amy Knop
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Amy Knowles

9/9/2021
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Comment
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9/10/2021 Email

As a native Austinite and as someone whose family history goes back to the founding of Moore’s Crossing
southeast of town, I’m very unhappy to see that it’s a possibility for I35 to be rebuilt higher and wider than it
already is. This road has a legacy of dividing our city and does not need to expand in a way that increases that
divide. I feel like it’s a doubling down on the bad decisions of the past. Can we not think more creatively? You
have an opportunity to do better this time.
I am not in favor of the proposed I-35 expansion in Central Austin - numerous studies show adding more
highway lanes only induces traffic demand, making congestion worse not better. It's hard to believe anyone
other than those benefiting monetarily from construction bids on this project could be in favor. This
expansion would take land away from businesses still struggling to recover from COVID-19, and drastically
change Austin's landscape for the worse, taking away land from properties as wide ranging as St. David's to
the Austin Chronicle to Aster's Ethiopian food. It makes no sense to encroach on neighborhood homes, lose
restaurants, schools and medical clinics, and incur the price tag of a long-term construction project that
research proves does nothing to seriously alleviate our traffic problems. Thank you for your time.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
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independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

214

Amy Mullin

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Do not widen highway 35. Highway 35 divided this town when it was built and it still does to this day.
Gentrification has already pushed families out of home and this will do the same. We should be reducing our
highways, not adding to them.

I am not happy about this at all! This will ruin my neighborhood!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #1996.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Comment
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Amy Todd

9/10/2021 Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. I live and work in Cherrywood. My office building as at 2901 I-35, Austin, TX
78722 and would be directly impacted by the proposed changes.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

218

Amy Walker

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #1996.

I am a native Austinite and a resident of the Cherrywood neighborhood. I oppose this expansion because:
It simply will not work, there is no way we can build enough lanes to accommodate all of the people moving
here.
It is not forward thinking, we cannot do what we have always done in the face of climate disaster and
constant growth, time to think big, let's use this $ to really improve public transit, not build more highways.
Better public transportation will benefit everyone but especially POC and poor people, populations that have
been pushed to the suburbs of Austin due to gentrification and the resulting high cost of housing.
Through traffic needs to be rerouted around the city, this just makes sense. I35 is simply dangerous and
horrible for the environment. I35 stands for segregation, this plan for expansion deepens that wound and
climate disaster impacts POC & poor people the most.
I am proud of my beautiful liberal city that people from all over flock to, I do not oppose growth and change, I
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do oppose this plan. Help us fight it, we can do better, other cities have, use them as an example, this is
possible!!!

219

Ana Brown

9/16/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
Right now we are at a crossroads with TxDOT's proposal, and I hope you all will make the right choice and
support options that will make a better and more sustainable Austin for generations to come. We have the
opportunity to take a step towards a better future with these options. Consider Klyde Warren Park in Dallas
and image the effect a project like that would have in Austin.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
What a horrific plan. Austin needs housing and jobs not more concrete. The inability of TXDot to be innovative
and truthful in this arena is mind boggling but not surprising.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.
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Ana Gonzalez

9/9/2021

Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Ana Javed

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Ana McAuley

9/21/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I will start by saying that I'm not a fan of this project in general, not because I don't think I-35 needs a revamp,
but because I have yet to see a TxDOT design that does this stretch of Austin any favors. I am especially
appalled by the way that these proposals treat the intersection of I-35 @ Airport blvd - stop designing
traditional highway interchanges!! How is a bike supposed to cross that concrete hellscape? A pedestrian?
AGH. You know what would really induce demand for roadway? Making it impossible to cross without a car.
Please guys, this project doesn't have to be so complicated. Like, why are there are a gazillion ramps...ramps
on ramps on ramps. In some areas, there are what seems like 500 ways to turn left. Why? Let's trade a ramp
or 5 for a safer pedestrian/bike crossing. Also, Airport Blvd is a Boulevard, not an extension of the highway.
Wiping out any part of the median in favor of more lanes is the wrong move in my opinion. These designs
seem confusing for all parties involved, drivers included. Instead of making I-35 the swiss army knife of
freeways, is it possible to spend a part of the project's budget on purchasing toll road miles and rerouting
interstate traffic along the newly built 45? Or the newly built 183? I-35 should not increase in size as it cuts
through the heart of the city. And finally, I can't help but think that with all of our concerns regarding global
warming, that this project flies in the face of environmental responsibility. Whatever you do, please
just...make it beautiful...

See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #30.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Andrea Bailey-Ortiz

9/14/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I am concerned that the proposed plans do not sufficiently address economic justice or climate change. They
appear to be "business a usual" and will already be obsolete by the time the project is complete, doing
nothing to relieve congestion.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #685.

I am disappointed that the plans do not include the option to "bury" I-35 underground and reconnect parts of
the city that have been historically segregated.
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Andrea DeWald

9/9/2021

Email

The local Austin community should be consulted in more depth throughout the planning process rather than
have this project be imposed on us by state officials.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

232

Andrea Grimes

9/8/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

233

Andrea guereque
acevedo

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I don't want to live in an Austin where walkability, green spaces, and clean/reliable public transportation are
only available to those with access to a few downtown and west side areas. I don't want to live in an Austin
where we're creating highway arteries and suburban sprawl that will accelerate climate change. Expanding
I35 is an absolutely terrible idea. We need fewer highways and more commitment to public transportation
and walking and biking infrastructure. We should be breaking down racist barriers that ghettoize and
disenfranchise communities of color, not expanding them. This is embarrassing.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #685.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

234

Andrea Kinnison

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Hello,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Andrea Lewis

9/23/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I’m writing to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of
the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
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Expanding I-35 will not fix our city’s traffic problems. Please use the proposed funds to explore and execute
alternative options that beneficial to the community.
I think an express lane on I 35 is much needed, but I think it should be modeled after Mopac and not 183.
There should be an option whether not to be toll or not toll, and having a tall will keep traffic low and actually
make it an expressway.

See response to comment #2370.

Please invest in more public transportation or expanding cap metro instead of taking i35 through cherry wood
:(

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #1996
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I am strongly opposed to the expansion of I-35 under TxDOT's current build alternatives. I think we can do
better for the city, practically and aesthetically -- and better for the planet. I support Reconnect Austin's bury
and cap proposal and I strongly urge TxDOT to consider building on its success with Klyde Warren park in
Dallas with this historic opportunity in Austin.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #8.

There is a need to alleviate traffic through the Austin metropolitan area, but these build alternatives will not
provide sufficient relief -- they may not provide ANY relief in the long run. Time and again, real projects have
shown that traffic patterns and congestion behave more like a gas than a liquid -- traffic will expand to fill up
the space it is allowed. This is the principle of induced demand - and TxDOT should be very familiar with it
based on the Katy Freeway in Houston, and subsequent reports that indeed, traffic and congestion have
increased 30% since completion.

On the contrary, TxDOT could take a page out of its brilliant design and construction of Klyde Warren park in
Dallas, over the Woodall Rogers Freeway. In Austin, we could bury the highway from Holly Street to Dean
Keeton, and cap it. On that cap, we could build a boulevard, reconnecting east and west Austin with many
more cross-streets, providing economic opportunity in the form of housing, retail, and commercial space. We
could plants thousands of trees, adding to the environmental benefits of burying the highway. We could
install train lines or light rail or dedicated bus lanes on the boulevard. We could do all of this - and hep make
Austin a truly beautiful and modern city. And TxDOT could claim victory and bragging rights.

Let's not do the obvious thing - the thing that's been done for the last 70 years. Let's not expand because it
seems like it's the only solution; let's not displace more businesses, more people; let's not add more
pollutants to the atmosphere. TxDOT has an historic opportunity here. I strongly urge you to consider
Reconnect Austin's proposals -- the future will thank you.
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I live in the Cherrywood neighborhood of Austin, and I am strongly opposed to the expansion of I-35 under
TxDOT's current build alternatives. I think we can do better for the city, practically and aesthetically -- and
better for the planet. I support Reconnect Austin's bury and cap proposal and I strongly urge TxDOT to
consider building on its success with Klyde Warren park in Dallas with this historic opportunity in Austin.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #1996.

There is a need to alleviate traffic through the Austin metropolitan area, but these build alternatives will not
provide sufficient relief -- they may not provide ANY relief in the long run. Time and again, real projects have
shown that traffic patterns and congestion behave more like a gas than a liquid -- traffic will expand to fill up
the space it is allowed. This is the principle of induced demand - and TxDOT should be very familiar with it
based on the Katy Freeway in Houston, and subsequent reports that indeed, traffic and congestion have
increased 30% since completion.
On the contrary, TxDOT could take a page out of its brilliant design and construction of Klyde Warren park in
Dallas, over the Woodall Rogers Freeway. In Austin, we could bury the highway from Holly Street to Dean
Keeton, and cap it. On that cap, we could build a boulevard, reconnecting east and west Austin with many
more cross-streets, providing economic opportunity in the form of housing, retail, and commercial space. We
could plant thousands of trees, adding to the environmental benefits of burying the highway. We could
increase opportunities for transportation alternatives -- install train lines or light rail or dedicated bus lanes on
the boulevard, have wide sidewalks for pedestrians, and add bike lanes. We could do all of this - and help
make Austin a truly beautiful and modern city. And TxDOT could claim victory and bragging rights.
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Let's not do the obvious thing - the thing that's been done for the last 70 years. Let's not expand because it
seems like it's the only solution; let's not displace more businesses, more people; let's not add more
pollutants to the atmosphere. TxDOT has an historic opportunity here. I strongly urge you to consider
Reconnect Austin's proposals -- the future will thank you.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I'm very troubled by the plans to expand I-35 into a 21-lane highway. I live in the Cherrywood neighborhood
of Austin. As TxDOT is no doubt aware, many residents of Austin, and my neighborhood especially, feel that I35 is a scar -- the remnant of a gash torn through the center of the city, rending east and west. Why re-open
this wound? Why make the scar bigger, more noticeable? Why leave innocent residents and businesses hurt
and displaced in the process? Most importantly: Why -- all of those things -- when instead, you could heal?

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #33.

TxDOT has an incredible opportunity at their feet: the chance to rejoin east and west Austin. By seriously
considering Reconnect Austin's bury and cap proposal, you could preserve I-35, while also reconnecting east
and west -- with a grand boulevard, park space, public transportation. It could be absolutely incredible! And
you could be lauded as heroes and visionaries! The money is already allocated -- why not put it to the best use
possible?
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Expanding highways does not relieve congestion. It destroys the fabric of cities -- the lives of real people, the
vibrancy of our cultural institutions, like Escuelita del Alma. Please, I implore you to reconsider.
Today I'm writing in support of an alternative vision for I-35, one that has been laid out in my Cherrywood
neighborhood newsletter, as well as in a recent op-ed in the Austin Chronicle by Chris Riley.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1427.

Why not route "I-35" around Central Austin by redesignating existing highways -- like SH 130, US 183, and SH
71? With this type of plan, you could convert I-35 in Central Austin from a highway to a boulevard. It would
still be a route for traffic through central Austin, but not one that continues to rend the city in half. It could be
more inviting, encourage more mixed use (pedestrians, bikes, mass transit), make the passage from east to
west easier and more pleasant. It would create less pollution, cause no relocation, no disruption to families
and businesses and cultural institutions.

Instead of being vilified for destruction and then seemingly endless construction, TxDOT would be praised for
innovation, progress, and beauty -- as well as continuing to keep Texas moving along different roadways!

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

101

No.

Commenter Name

244

Andrea Scott

Entry
Source
Date
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Comment

Response

On this last day of the public comment period, I'm writing with a simple message:

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.

Please do not expand I-35 under the current build alternatives.

In its current build alternatives, the expansion would:
--upend lives and homes, built over generations
--displace long-standing businesses
--destroy cultural institutions critical to the fabric of Austin
--further separate east and west Austin
--encourage more traffic, causing more pollution

Please consider some more alternatives. Like a bury and cap proposal, similar to Reconnect Austin's plan. Or a
plan that tolls the existing I-35 and redesignates SH 130, or other state highways - encouraging traffic to go
around central Austin, not through it.

I want to be clear: I am not asking you to "go smaller." That would be anathema to all things Texas. Rather, I
am asking you to "think big." The money is there -- what could you do with it that would be a bold gamechanger? Not just for traffic and congestion - but for design. And for the environment, and the world of
transportation alternatives.

Go BOLD and big -- in a different way. As I said in an earlier comment, the future will thank you.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please consider the community alternatives offered for his project. The TXDOT plans will create an even larger
divide in the City than there is currently.

The design needs to be narrower and allow for better crossings, especially north of downtown. The crossings
as designed would make east-west travel far more difficult for bikes and pedestrians. It is a downgrade in this
regard. The design needs to be a clear improvement on the status quo. As of now, it is not, especially north of
downtown. The bike/ped crossing at 4th Street is an improvement. Other than that, the crossings are a
downgrade. Manor is a key bike/ped crossing that is eliminated by the plan. The proposed spaghetti bowl
crossing at Airport and 35 by Hancock is a mess and needs to be substantially improved. The pedestrian
crossing near the Target needs to be moved to have continuity with existing trails and crossroads. Please
narrow and improve crossings, especially for bike and pedestrians!

See response to comment #33.

Enhanced, continuous bicycle and pedestrian paths in both
directions along I-35 are included in the proposed build
alternatives. Additional improvements include: 16.6 miles of
shared-use paths in construction or design, 13 connections to
the urban trail network and bicycle network, and more than 28
intersections that contain bypass lanes to reduce through
traffic and create safer areas for people walking, biking, or
otherwise not in vehicles.
Further, based on input from community groups, including
Downtown Austin Alliance, Reconnect Austin, and Rethink35,
each east-west crossing within the project area has been
enhanced to include wider bridge structures with 30 feet of
combined shared-use path and buffer between bicyclists and
pedestrians and vehicles for a safer, more user-friendly
experience. Among the recent design changes included in the
build alternatives are several new bicycle-pedestrian-only
crossings throughout the corridor.
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To whom it concerns,
I urge TxDOT to not further destroy the quality of life of our Austin community. Displacing established
community businesses that employ many people and are used by our community.

See response to comment #15.

The current TxDOT proposal does not consider the quality of life of our community. It lacks imagination and
any really concern for the citizens of Austin.
I have lived in Austin since 1963 and have seen I-35 become increasingly unmanageable over time. While I
understand that the costs would increase I believe that tunneling to move traffic through Austin. I have seen it
work in other cities in the USA I have visited.
Thank you for soliciting my input.
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As a homeowner in the Cherrywood neighborhood, this I-35 Capital Express Central project is more than
troubling. First off - the cost is too high, even for the $4 billion plans, especially as there is no guarantee that
these plans will have much of the desired effect of easing I-35 congestion in the long-term.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #1996

This money would be much better spent toward forward-thinking development such as the Project Connect
transit plan, and investing in efficient rail systems and alternate transportation.

The expensive I-35 Capital Express Central project will only result in what happens with too many other
highway projects, that will inevitably fill up with more new cars going the same old ways, only a tiny bit faster.
The multi-year potential construction project, and home and business displacement would just create more
congestion and logistical issues for longer than is anticipated in this plan.

The proposals to widen this I-35 corridor and adding two "managed" lanes is not going to do away with I-35
gridlock, at least not in the long-term, and claiming that is disingenuous.

I understand that the teams of engineers, consultants and construction firms lining up to benefit from the
proposed I-35 Capital Express Central project stand to lose out on lots of taxpayer dollars and contracts, but
this plan is the wrong one for this issue. This is not a solution, this is a $4 billion band-aid.
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The long-term plan for I-35 should be its relocation, not its expansion through central Austin.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

- This expansion will not reduce congestion. There is no evidence of sustained traffic reduction from similar
expansions.

- This expansion will result in increased pollution in the neighborhoods, schools, and medical centers that
surround the I-35 corridor in Austin.

- This expansion is not a good financial decision for the City of Austin. The city's contribution to the project will
subsidize sprawl that will have the effect of eroding Austin's tax base and increasing per capita taxation of
Austin residents.

- This expansion will increase the number of deaths and severe injuries on Austin roadways each year, and in
addition to the human cost, the public safety and health costs associated with highway crashes will increase.

- This expansion will preclude better uses for the space, like housing, retail and office spaces, and other
development that contributes to the city's tax base, rather than takes from it.

There are plenty of examples from around the country of highway removal projects that have resulted in
improved quality-of-life and economic outcomes for cities and their residents. At this point, we know too
much about the effects of proposals like this one to believe that they are good ideas.

Moving ahead with this project would mean ignoring science, medicine, and economics in order to serve a
wealthy few who would profit from the government's subsidization of their speculative exurban
developments. It would mean devaluing the economic engine that makes such developments even possible -downtown Austin.

TxDOT should adopt the Rethink35 plan for the I-35 corridor.
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Expanding I-35 for any reason that isn’t expressly for building rail is a waste of the highest order. Disregarding
even the desperate need for infrastructure that doesn’t favor personal automobiles, the communities along
its current route were already thoroughly decimated by its original construction. If anything, it should be
repurposed to allow for rail implementation and exclusive bus lanes- whatever disincentives additional cars.
Do not expand I-35, by any means.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I support TxDOT's proposal. Please build.

See response to comment #7.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
This is a once in a 100 year opportunity to improve Austin and set the stage for future growth.
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This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to set Austin, and Texas, up for future success. Countless studies show
that widening and expanding highways DOES NOT improve traffic. Please consider alternative and objectively,
backed by data, better plans for I-35 including burying the highway with no expansion and creating a
boulevard on top.
In 2021 it is pointless pursuing the same old road infrastructure model of widening and increasing lanes. The
era of private car transport in urban spaces is coming to an end. Climate controls, good sense and a long-term
strategy for building a system for the coming century not the last one are needed.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #8.

All the evidence we have tells us that when we add lanes, they fill up and serve only, at best, as a temporary
relief. Learn from the past, but don't live in it. We need a different model for downtown Austin. Save
businesses and residents, find another way. The short term costs will be recouped - isn't that what
government should be about?
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Tunnels, ring roads, light rail are all part of a strategy that makes sense -- building more and wider lanes
through our urban core is not. Take less money from the construction interests and put more effort into
leading like a civil servant. Thank you.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
This proposal is the product of antiquated ideology. The devastating, years long impact this construction
project would have is unacceptable. This city needs public transit improvements first and foremost. Expanding
I-35 is not in the best interests of those who actually live in Austin.

This expansion will further disenfranchise the diminishing working class of Austin and hamstring the city for
decades while it is under construction. No wider no higher.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #6.
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I am disappointed to see that TxDOT is strongly considering expanding I-35 to a massive footprint, displacing
businesses and homes and further dividing the east and west of the city.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #247.

Cars and highways do NOT exist in a vacuum - particularly when they drive through cities. The east has been
physically divided from the west of the city by I-35, and now we have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
improve the link between east and central Austin.
Mobility and health in the city is critical. Crossing I-35 on foot or by bike involves risking your life right now. I
understand bike lanes, etc. are proposed; however, it would be ideal to better link these other modes into the
plan - not simply build a giant highway that is more suited to rural plains.
Also, I bike with my child to preschool, and he may have to attend school across I-35 upcoming. It is unclear
whether I will be able to cross I-35 safely, so we may have to search for alternatives.
Finally, could we please better link this plan with some of the exciting parts of Project Connect and be more
inclusive for other transport modes and the health and climate in Austin.
Please consider that this proposal will not "build our way out of congestion" (District Engineer) and would
demolish 150 properties. If we are going to do this, please consider our needs and ideals - not of those driving
through the city; rather, the needs of people living in and around the city.
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Thank you for your consideration.
TxDOT's plan to widen I-35 through central Austin would worsen existing problems. More pollution, more
noise and more traffic for residents of central Austin. We know that living near large freeways is associated
with poorer health. Why would any government agency insist on building more freeways through the heart
of cities all over Texas?I would favor burying through lanes and returning surface lanes to residents in some
manner of surface streets. Better yet, reroute all interstate traffic around Austin via TX 130.

Furthermore, I strongly oppose TxDOT's land grab in Austin. So much for private property rights. We only
need to look north to Bell County to see the results of TxDOTs massive land grabs and resulting blight. The I35 project in Bell County destroyed businesses and continues to negatively transform many small
communities.
Having lived in Austin for over 20 years of my adult life, I've seen the rapid expansion, and the continued
safety concerns for I-35, especially around the downtown and UT area, so please continue your plans to
improve this area as best as possible.
It is insane that Texas would demolish businesses including the daycare my family relies on. Build a rail
system. Adding a lane to 35 isn't going to do a thing.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #8.
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The current proposals are terrible. The involve widening 35 even more! We don't need a even bigger strip of
highway running down a historically divided downtown. We need to fully convert to a tunnelled approach. Cut
and cap 100%. Fix the divisions in the city, not make them worse. I understand my taxes might need to be
raised to pay for this. But with new funding coming down the federal pipe soon, we should seriously consider
the lacking proposals on the table now. Again, cut and cap is the only way forward.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Andrew Katsetos

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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TxDOT should bury the freeway to reconnect east Austin to downtown. The current plan will only further
disconnect the parts of Austin and will do nothing to relieve traffic in the long term, as TxDOT itself has
admitted. Putting the highway underground, as other cities have done to their central arteries, is the best
option for the city and its residents.

See response to comment #15.

The primary focus is reconnecting the community. As someone who grew up on the east side of I-35 and felt
completely cut off from the west side with no practical way to get across except a car, this is extremely
important to me. Also, losing tax revenue and existing home and business for road expansion during a climate
crisis is unconscionable.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #1427.
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I believe that the proposed alternative solutions which propose a cap over the Highway ideally adding more
green space, bike lanes, and pedestrian access make the most sense. If you are going to do something go
ahead and do it right even if it costs more. We need to build a pedestrian friendly city.

Following more than a decade of study, evaluations, and public
involvement with community and stakeholder input, the Texas
Department of Transportation (TxDOT) put forward three
proposed build alternatives for the I-35 Capital Express Central
project for consideration.
TxDOT used evaluation criteria to compare the three proposed
build alternatives' and the no-build alternative’s ability to meet
the project purpose and need, high-level engineering criteria
such as constructability, right-of-way needs, complexity of
utility relocation and preliminary project costs, along with an
evaluation of environmental resource impacts. The criteria
included as many quantifiable impacts as possible, such as the
acres of right of way required, travel times, number of
potential displacements, number of historic resources affected
and acres of park impacts for each alternative. (View the
Alternatives Evaluation report or video for more information.)
Based on the results, TxDOT determined that Alternative 1
would not be carried forward. proposed build alternatives 2
and 3 were carried forward for evaluation as part of the Draft
EIS (along with the no-build alternative), based on the
following key advantages they offer when compared to
Alternative 1:
• Faster response times for EMS, police, fire department and
hospitals
• Shorter construction duration by 1.5 years
• Improved traffic operations during construction with fewer
lane closures
• Fewer utility conflicts and lower relocation costs
• Fewer drainage conflicts
• Lower design-build costs
• Lower annual and lifetime maintenance requirements and
cost
The evaluation was presented to the public in AugustSeptember 2021. Since that time, TxDOT has continued to
evaluate and improve the alternatives through additional
public involvement and coordination with stakeholders and
the City of Austin to maximize improvements and minimize
environmental impacts. These changes were brought forth in
the revised Alternative 2 and Modified Alternative 3 released
for review in January 2022.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Andrew Lynch

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I'm skeptical of the finding by TTI. They assert that "community concepts reduce capacity on I-35 and increase
traffic in neighborhoods", however it has been widely reported (even by TxDOT) that induced demand occurs
when roadways are increased. The Victoria Transport Policy Institute observes that "traffic congestion tends
to maintain equilibrium; traffic volumes increase until congestion delays discourage additional peak-period
trips," (https://www.vtpi.org/gentraf.pdf). This idea applies in the reverse. By reducing the amount of
roadway, the demand will decrease due to increased congestions discouraging additional trips. TTI even
acknowledges this in their rebuttal of Rethink35. They state: “A much more likely scenario is that the jobs and
population will grow differently across the region in response to long travel times between the Austin suburbs
and downtown Austin. Some people will move closer to their existing job, others will move their job closer to
their home.” I believe that is a worthy accomplishment. People should live closer to their jobs, shops,
restaurants, and businesses. I would agree with TTI’s findings that bypass traffic would be more likely to take
SH 71 and US 183. Therefore, instead of relabeling SH 130 as I-35, we could relabel US 183/SH 71 as I-35 and
save the money required to buy SH 130’s debt.
Next, I raise issue with TTI’s vague terminology when referring to truck traffic using I-35. They state that “8085% of truck traffic is destined for areas near I-35”. Which parts of I-35? If it is in Buda, TX, then this would not
be an issue. How close is near? Is UT Austin “near”? West Campus is closer to Mopac than I-35. Please release
actual data showing how this finding was determined. Then TTI also asserts that “many trucks are destined for
downtown/UT/Capitol and east Austin”. How many? And since TTI is asserting that “they will use east-west
city streets, some through neighborhoods, to get to their eventual destination”, it is implied that most trucks
do NOT currently use city streets to get to their destinations. In current circumstances, what percentage of
delivery trucks have arrived at their location immediately upon exiting I-35? I understand that delivery trucks
will continue to need access to businesses, but I would contend that many of those trucks are either just
passing through, or they already are congesting city streets, for the simple reason that most businesses are
not located on the stretch of I-35 frontage road between US 183 and SH 71. Some business are, but most
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The stretch of I-35 within the project area is one of the most
congested roadway sections in the state. The Capital Express
Central project is being proposed to keep this multi-functional
interstate moving, as it plays an important role in the transfer
of people, goods and services within Austin and throughout
Texas and the central United States.
The project proposes to maintain the same number of
mainlanes, three in each direction, excluding auxiliary lanes
connecting ramps, as exist currently. The main additional
capacity proposed as part of the project is in the form of four
managed lanes, two in each direction, that seek to provide
travel time reliability while limiting the negative impacts of
induced demand by restricting the lanes’ use to high
occupancy and mass transit vehicles thus moving more people
not necessarily cars. Bypass lanes are also being proposed to
reduce congestion along I-35 at local streets and frontage
roads to allow drivers to avoid stoplight-controlled
intersections. By implementing safety and operational
improvements, rather than inducing demand, the project will
address latent demand, which refers to travel that cannot take
place because of constraints or congestion. We see latent
demand when drivers who would use I-35 avoid it in favor of
neighborhood streets. Due to congestion on I-35, traffic is
spilling over into neighborhoods causing further delays to local
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business are not. Large corridors already exist intersecting with US 183 that could handle that east to west
traffic, such as US 290, MLK, and Airport. Finally on this point, many of the destination of large trucks on I-35
are likely destined for distribution points. These points exists BECAUSE of I-35. If I-35 was rerouted to US
183/SH 71, the distribution points would be moved away from downtown Austin, which would save business
money because of the astronomical property costs near downtown.

travelers. When additional multi-modal opportunities and
operational improvements are provided, the driver would
likely opt for a more direct route and use I-35. At that point,
the latent demand materializes as actual usage. The recent
Texas A&M Transportation Institute (TTI) study found the
TxDOT design alternatives help alleviate traffic from the local
street network.

Of course, I do not have the statistics for these findings, because I am a citizen and not the Texas Department
of Transportation. Either TxDOT lacks the statistics, which means TTI is just making stuff up, or TxDOT isn’t
releasing the statistics to go along with its assertions. Either scenario is a gross misrepresentation to the
public and indicates that TxDOT has no intention of hearing commentary from an informed public.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #2370.

Therefore, with TTI condemning the community alternatives, and TxDOT unwillingness to hear community
input, I recommend NO-BUILD. TxDOT is not equipped to undertake this effort, and we should not rush into a
decision that does not serve the people it affects the most.
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I'm completely opposed to widening I-35 through Central and downtown Austin. Studies show that building
more lanes simply attracts more traffic. You know this, or are being willfully ignorant.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #8.

I-35 has been an ugly scar that's perpetuated economic and institutional racism against the residents of East
Austin for decades. Using eminent domain to demolish blocks and blocks and blocks of businesses and homes
along the highway simply extends that social economic and environmental disaster.

TxDoT trying to ram this mammoth disaster down the throats of Austin residents without consent or approval
is just more tone-deaf,.heavy-handed state government operating by fascistic fiat that will meet with
resistance every step of the way. What about local control.Republicans are always touting?

Traffic is a problem, but there are other ways to deal with it. Reroute traffic around downtown, don't make it
worse. Preserve neighborhoods, don't demolish them. Support alternative transportation with *protected*
bike lanes, sidewalks,
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etc. Promote rideshare, public transit and more. You can and must do better for the people and the
environment.

If this project somehow goes through it's going to be 20 years too late anyway. Electric car technology will
supplant the need for this ill-conceived, disgusting monstrosity. Listen to the people, not the corporate
architects and contractors trying to line their pockets with the money of the people.

(I live in Austin in 78723, so do not use my mailing address as an excuse to not count my input.)
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It is not okay to widen a highway through a thriving and fast growing city. Please work with city of Austin and
local community leaders to find an approach suitable to residents, businesses, and future city planning goals.
Reimagine Austin, Reconnect Austin, and Cap and Stitch are all community endorsed plans that should be
evaluated. At the very least, alt 1 should still be in consideration. No plans that widen or heighten the highway
should be in consideration.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #271.

See response to comment #4.

I am writing to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of
the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I strongly oppose the expansion I-35 and the taking of any additional land/displacement for that purpose.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #8.

9/23/2021 Email

Induced demand is a well-studied phenomenon. Any expanded lanes will quickly fill and traffic will not be
improved.

Instead, the highway should be capped. High capacity transit, bike lanes, parks, and dense transit-oriented
development should be built over this capped land.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
TxDot has said that the massive planned expansion of I-35 will not improve congestion in the long run, and
that alone is enough reason to oppose it given its massive price tag and the disruption it will bring. But it is
also unreasonable to seize 32-acres of land and destroy 140 homes and businesses.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #685.

I-35 needs to be fixed, not made larger.
Please hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch.
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Andrew Perrine

9/9/2021

Email

TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that
address community needs. All alternatives should be independently studied and should address
transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life,
economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
community plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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It appears that TxDOT has decided in advance more or less what it wants to do (widen the highway) and then
defined the criteria to ensure that that is the outcome. The remaining proposals are bad and you need to go
back to the drawing board.

See response to comment #6.

As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #19.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.
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We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Please do not expand I-35. The number of car trips projected over the next 10, 20, 30 years does not justify
expansion. TXDOT should instead be looking at burying as much of I-35 through central Austin as much as
possible to allow for alternative forms of transportation (light rail, bus rapid transit, bike, walking) over I-35.
Additionally, burying I-35 would allow for increased commercial and residential development that would
result in an increased tax base for the city, county, and state.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #15.
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I 35 should not undergo any of the changes proposed by TxDot. Expansion is not necessary. Do not move
forward with either of the current 20 lane alternatives, those changes will make Austin worse, pollute our air,
without any benefit to our city.

See response to comment #6.

Widening I-35 would be terrible for the City of Austin. Traffic would only be worsened, as would noise and
pollution. The limited connectivity between downtown and east Austin would be totally severed.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
If the problem is commutes and getting in and out of the city. Please consider the alternative options of
increasing public transit. It will be money better spent to solve the same problem and more environmentally
friendly. Also reading on a train or bus is better than driving!

[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Participating
Agencies."]
Good afternoon,
Attached are the official Travis County Commissioners Court comments for the I-35 Capital Express Central
Project approved unanimously at its September 21, 2021 Voting Session. Thank you for the opportunity to
provide comment on this important project within Travis County and the region.

See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #4.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #1432.

Thank you,
Andy Brown
Travis County Judge
Pronouns: He/Him/His
Travis County Judge
700 Lavaca, Suite 2.300
Austin, TX 78701
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.

Thank you, I'm in favor of the plan to expand I-35 through Austin. A busy highway, an interstate highway for
that matter, has done nothing but help create the biggest economic boom town in the state of Texas
arguably, so anyway. I don't think expanding it would do any worse. I think the ideas to move the highway, or
to perhaps cap it, are based in racial politics and identity politics, and not in reality. We need to expand
mobility for a healthy economy and keep Austin moving. Thank you very much for all you're doing. My name
is Andy Hook, by the way. 1306 Laurel Glen, Leander, Texas, 78641.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I would strongly urge TXDOT to move or reroute I35 to 130 and rededicate 130 as I35. ATX needs a break from
the traffic! Additionally we must stop planning for the car and spending ridiculous amounts of money to do
so. This is the only sensible solution.

See response to comment #19.
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TxDOT has invited public comment on the I-35 Capital Express Central project several times, but each time it
has responded with designs that do not represent community input. I do not feel that my voice is being heard.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #271.
See response to comment #247.

I oppose TxDOT’s current process and plans and I do not support TxDOT carrying Alternatives 2 and 3 into the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement because:

Expanding I-35 to 20 lanes will induce more than 100,000 additional vehicle trips per day through the center
of Austin--increasing emissions, degrading air quality, exacerbating human health conditions such as asthma,
and ignoring Austin’s Community Climate Plan target of net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.

Expanding I-35 to 20 lanes will result in at least 142 displacements--more than a third of which are minority or
low-income--and consume up to 32 acres of central Austin, reducing the City’s ability to fund essential
services through property taxes.

Alternatives 2 and 3 are practically identical; meanwhile, Alternative 1, which would have kept TxDOT’s
promise of “no wider and no higher”, has been removed from study before the public could even comment on
it and no community alternatives are being meaningfully considered.

None of the alternatives treat central Austin neighborhoods as having the same walkable character as
downtown; Alternatives 2 and 3 do not provide any new crossings in north central Austin that would connect
communities, improve accessibility, and allow safe crossings where people need them and none of the
designs fully depress all highway lanes in north central Austin.
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None of the alternatives provide physical protection for pedestrians and bicyclists from vehicles but they all
include frontage roads up to four lanes wide--which encourages more speed and crashes. They also show
raised and tunneled crossings that impair accessibility, lengthen walking distances, and create indefensible
and unattractive places for people who aren’t in vehicles.
I am against expanding I-35 based on what I know. I believe doing so will disconnect neighborhoods further
from each other, harm our fight against climate change, increase car dependency, increase pollution in the air
we breathe. It is not a long term solution. We need to focus on increasing public transportation within the
city.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
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I think the current I-35 should be turned back into East Avenue, a pedestrian and bike friendly boulevard. I
think the through traffic should be routed around the city center, as is done many places in Texas.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose TxDOT’ recent proposal to widen I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
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Please hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's
proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be independently studied and should
address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life,
economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
community plans, goals, and values.
Hello TX Dot. I am a professional realtor and I am an authentic generational native of Austin.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.

I don't know if I could earn any money for this project. If there is a percent of a chance, it's important I am
honest. I just know that during the weather situation we were feeding families in one part of Austin and my
nephew was killed in an 18 wheeler accident on highway 35 on impact. Apparently, the 18 wheeler was at a
complete stop with no warning to approaching traffic. 18 wheeler's have been really dangerous on these
roads on top of the congested chili bowl design of Highway 35. In other countries like Mexico, 18 wheelers
have their own highway access away from the normal vehicles so that we don't further congest the city, add
more pollution than necessary and have unnecessary traumatic 18 wheeler accidents that take our young
away way too soon.

It would be awesome to sit with the planners of Project Connect and build an effective and collaborative
partnership so that the best net zero forward thinking progressive transportation plan is thoughtfully
grounded for generations to come. We are known in Austin to take designs to another level that seem to
crush status quo design. We find these innovative progressive designs to be more fitting of the future coming.
Using a fiscally responsible befitting budget. Not requiring an additional fee to use the new evolving highway.

There just might be a way to recapture the pollution from the gas vehicles until all vehicles have had a
moment to transition to net zero vehicles. At the very least please consider an 18 wheeler only access road
around the city. This will allow 18 wheelers to travel without much delay. Keeping their productivity and
travel times effective while they move America forward. It will also help to keep families safe on this new
coming innovative highway solution.
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As the current highway sits, if there is one 18 wheeler accident it completely jams the trajectory of vehicles on
this highway. At times when this happens we will have a multi vehicle pile up.

What we have learned throughout projects in Austin, please take this as a learned best practice, that we do
not see projects as stand a lone projects. We now see projects as regional projects. Why do we do that? For
several reasons. We have found by working together as we build back better together, that appropriate
collaborations within the region help to create very thoughtful and inclusive solutions that just may save
multiple projects money that do not have to be spent unwisely. When working with impervious cover, it's
important that we understand clearly how changes will effect the nearby neighborhoods. Also, water
recapture solutions are very important as we appropriately redirect the rain water towards appropriate reuse
solutions. We have learned to listen to each other. And when we do this, we have found that through
collaborations we are able to come up with much better solutions. It is amazing how much we can learn from
each other when cross working projects intended for the same core reason. Just imagine a better net zero
transportation solution that places safety as an order of importance above all else while families carry on with
their lives.

If there is a solution that would not have to relocate as many business and more that would be ideal.
However, it will go back to collaborative innovative design and partnerships.

A Kind Thank You for allowing me to comment.
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Ms. Angela Benavides Garza
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Please cap and create continuity between East and West Austin. Do not miss a once in a lifetime opportunity
to turn I35 into a plus instead of a minus. Parks, walkability, commerce all on the cap.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please use I35 improvements to link East Austin to Downtown. Capping would be great. Not in favor of more
lanes. Take tolls off of 130 and make that the new I35.

See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

We want our inner city reunited not further divided.
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Thank you.
302

Angela Johnson

9/13/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

I cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
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I am not engineer, therefore do not know how feasible my suggestion is.
My opinion is that the two factors that slow down traffic on I-35 in the Austin downtown section are;
1. drivers starring at the ever changing downtown skyline and
2. the numerous exit and entry ramps.
- A solution for the first is lowering the roadway as has already been proposed, building a very high wall that
obstructs the view of the downtown skyline and posting a minimum speed of 60 m/h.
- A solution for the second issue is all east-west cross-street bridges should be elevated, remove exit and
entry ramps for the general public and instead have exit and entry ramps for emergency vehicles only. I
imagine if this can be done when there are events like SXSW and ACL this can be done on a permanent basis
for the benefit of alleviating traffic congestion downtown.
Please do not widen I-35 by four lanes. Rather than expanding traffic through the city, Austin needs to find
ways to divert traffic around the city, increasing the number of auxiliary and alternate routes. That, I believe,
is the key to reducing traffic congestion, not expanding I-35.

See response to comment #4324.
See response to comment #1427.
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See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #19.

In addition to not reducing traffic congestion, the expansion would also exacerbate long-standing city
problems. It would displace homes and businesses, many of which, like The Austin Chronicle, are longtime
Austin fixtures. It would further separate East and West Austin. And it would create an eyesore in the middle
of our city while also increasing road noise and pollution in the city center.
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Angela McGrady

9/24/2021 Email

I respectfully ask you to reconsider the I-35 Capital Express Central project. Instead, please pursue other
options to I-35 expansion. Our community will be better and more beautiful for it.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design
process. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September 24th to continue to study
design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and bike/ped enhancements.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
TXDot should not put 20 lanes of traffic at the urban core as they have planned.
They should consider one of the better options of a united Austin in the community engaged plans like ULI.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #15.

Otherwise:
It would be safer for the citizens of Austin and faster for thru traffic to move the I35 to take over the toll orad
130 and let the current I35 just be a commuter road I35 Business as TXDot does for all small towns.
I agree with the : "Reconnect Austin has long been a proponent of the Designation Switch: switch the
designation of existing SH 130 to I-35, switch the designation of I-35 through central Austin to SH 130. TxDOT
is not allowed to create new tolled lanes right now, so the Designation Switch is a workaround."

See response to comment #33.

After reviewing the proposal to widen the I35 corridor, I am frankly horrifies that this is the best that TxDOT
See response to comment #160.
can come up with. Displacing hundreds of businesses and residential properties, and disrupting the downtown See response to comment #33.
corridor with a decade of construction, with no guarantee of improved traffic outcomes is madness. I implore
the planning committee to consider more progressive solutions, such as the boulevard proposals. Austin
deserves a forward-thinking solution that actually addresses our transit woes.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
Addressing the traffic issues on IH 35 as it goes through downtown Austin is something that needs to be done
for sure. However, removing the existing upper deck seems like a waste of money. It has served as an
excellent way for traffic to bypass all the entrances and exists downtown. It seems like you may just need to
add mores lanes to both the upper and lower decks, and if possible, make the on and off ramps longer to
address the added traffic Austin will be experiencing. Thanks for your consideration.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

The Capital Express Central project proposes to remove the
existing I-35 decks within the project limits. This design reflects
community feedback and the results of evaluating both
maintaining and removing the decks. The decks no longer meet
current design standards nor can they be upgraded to
permanently accommodate additional lanes. The community
feedback began in early 2010 including the Downtown
Stakeholder working group led by former City of Austin Mayor
and Texas State Senator Kirk Watson. The report may be
viewed at:
https://ftp.txdot.gov/pub/txdot/my35/capital/projects/capitalexpress-central/stakeholder-report.pdf.
TxDOT also hosted five Decks Neighborhood Workshops for
nearby neighborhood residents and The University of Texas.
The “decks area” is located between Airport Boulevard and
Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard. Participants called for the
decks to be removed. In both alternatives under consideration,
the decks remain elevated. The Downtown Stakeholder
Working Group releases a report with recommendations
(https://my35capex.com/wpcontent/uploads/2020/10/Downtown-Stakeholder-WorkingGroup-Report.pdf) and supports lowering the mainlanes and
managed lanes.
In January 2020, TxDOT hosted the I-35 Capital Express Central
design charrette to solicit input from stakeholders regarding
previous concepts that were developed. During this meeting
TxDOT received additional input to be considered during the
development of further proposed build alternatives, including
the addition of two managed lanes in each direction and
removing the decks. More than 30 concepts were proposed
during the charrette. Design charrette participants included
TxDOT personnel, Mobility35 General Engineering Consultant
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staff, representatives from the City of Austin Transportation
Department, Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority,
CapMetro, CAMPO, FHWA, The University of Texas, and
Downtown Austin Alliance.
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9/11/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I have lived in Austin almost 40 years, until very recently in the Cherrywood neighborhood that abuts I-35.
Cherrywood neighborhood and the streets close to l-35 (Robinson, Dancy, hollywood, lafayette, etc) existed
long before I-35 ripped through the heart of Austin. Not only will the expansion further destroy Cherrywood, a
thriving, densely populated neighborhood, it will also be a blight running just several blocks from the State
Capitol and through the heart Austin, an urban core of national appeal that attracts billions of $$$ in
residential and commercial investment and tourism.
The proposed design will have a significant negative impact on the livability and economic growth potential of
Austin’s urban core. Further, TXDot’s approach is outmoded, failing to incorporate current, future looking
solutions to transportation that other prominent cities - including Dallas - have pursued to improve urban
livability, mobility, and social / economic environment.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.”
TXDOT, please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger - and ensure that plans for
I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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I oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35
Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1996.

I have lived in Austin almost 40 years, until very recently in the Cherrywood neighborhood that abuts I-35.
Cherrywood neighborhood and the streets close to l-35 (Robinson, Dancy, hollywood) existed long before I35 ripped through the heart of Austin. Not only will the expansion further destroy Cherrywood, a thriving,
densely populated neighborhood, it will also be a blight running just several blocks from the State Capitol and
through the heart Austin, an urban core of national appeal that attracts billions of $$$ in residential and
commercial investment and tourism.

The proposed design will have a significant negative impact on the livability and economic growth potential of
Austin’s urban core. Further, TXDot’s approach is outmoded, failing to incorporate current, future looking
solutions to transportation that other prominent cities - including Dallas - have pursued to improve urban
livability and environment.

On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.”

TXDOT must ensure plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

Thank you,
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Anita Prewett
The alternatives that TXDOT have provided are NOT want Austin needs or wants. While I, personally, would
prefer removing the highway altogether and creating a boulevard and re-routing all through traffic to SH-130
(a la Rethink35), I understand that TXDOT only knows how to build highways so would be fine with the cap
and stitch plan (Reconnect Austin). However, adding any lanes to the already atrocious highway just further
erodes at Austin's core and exacerbates the air pollution, racism, and danger that I-35 currently imposes on
our city. Nevermind that adding lanes will only increase climate change (that is already hitting us harder than
ever), result in more traffic (induced demand- hello Katy freeway!?), and will displace 100+ homes and
businesses. Totally unacceptable. The interstate system was created to connect cities, NOT go through and
divide them.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #273.
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The current plan proposed by TxDOT to widen I-35 and expand the freeways footprint will unnecessarily
displace residents and business and will only serve to make traffic worse - as acknowledged by TxDOT at a
recent city council meeting!

See response to comment #160.

9/24/2021 Email

This stretch of 35 is notorious nationally and is one of the most dangerous stretches of highway in Austin. It
needs to be fixed, by more of the same isn’t the answer. This current plan does not respond to the Austin
community desire for reduced carbon emissions and a need for better and safer public transportation
options. This current project is a waste of money, time, and resources.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Ann Flemings

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am concerned about adding four new lanes to I35. I know that this will reduce congestion in the short term,
but we will eventually fill up those lanes and be back to where we started from. I don't want Austin to
become Houston and I10. Increasing the number of interstate lanes in other city's has not shown to benefit
quality of life for city residents. Please look at healthy city alternatives.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #685.

I would really like to see I35 being placed underground. I know it is expensive, risky and time consuming. If
not the entire length under consideration, at least a large portion of it underground. And then building
green/community spaces on top of the buried interstate. This is the only way to truly integrate the east side
neighborhoods which have been disenfranchised since 1928. That year was when then Austin City Council
pushed Black Austinites across East Avenue (now I35) by only providing city services to Black people if they
lived in east Austin. We have a chance to turn around the damage done and blend east neighborhoods with
the rest of the city.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

324

Ann Harris

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Ann Marie Maguire
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Ann Meredith

9/2/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I do not want I35 widened at all. Additional lanes will only fill up as soon as they are built. More alteratives to
individual cars and move all truck and business traffic off I35. I commute thru austin daily.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I believe the best solution to I35 is to route the interstate around Austin and not have the traffic go through
the center of town. Many cities have this option. I35 as configured now is dangerous and carries local traffic.
I35 also divides the City unnecessarily. Divert dangerous trucks and through traffic.

See response to comment #19.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
Right now we are at a crossroads with TxDOT's proposal, and I hope you all will make the right choice and
support options that will make a better and more sustainable Austin for generations to come. We have the
opportunity to take a step towards a better future with these options. Consider Klyde Warren Park in Dallas
and image the effect a project like that would have in Austin.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
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Anna Derengowski

9/1/2021
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
We do not need more highway! More highway lanes do not decrease traffic, they do the opposite. We need a
solution that promotes a walkable, bike-able city with ample public transportation. We absolutely need to
reduce our dependence on cars.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.
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Your plans for the frontage roads are basically extensions of the highway in their current form. Instead you
should overhang those at grade level above the highway so you can reduce the width of 35. Right now your
designs are basically creating more room for cars but at the expense of the people that live near the road.

See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.

Overhang the frontage roads and create more space for pedestrians and cyclists to get north south east and
west. It seems like you really haven't been taking into consideration what the people who live here want to
see out of project design. Make the highway narrower, not wider. And create a comfortable experience for
pedestrians and alternative forms of transit other than just cars. Tacking on sidewalks next to a 20+ lane
highway doesn't make this project multimodal.
PLEASE REDUCE THE WIDTH OF THE HIGHWAY AND BURY IT WHERE THE SUN DONT SHINE. The frontage
roads count as the highway, so please overhang them to make an actually pleasant boulevard like experience
with overhangs onto the rest of the highway. SHRINK the highway width.

332

Anna Economos

9/9/2021

Email

Also you need to create space between frontage roads and pedestrians. It isn't comfortable to walk near a
highway as dangerous as 35.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Please accommodate a rail line operated by CapMetro up the footprint of I35 to run from the current red line
south to downtown station and then another line to continue south along the footprint if I35 south to south
austin and then to Kyle, Buda, and San Marcos.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.

The current design plans prioritizing cars over other modes of travel is irresponsible. The people who actually
live near the current 35 think that your two design options are completely inadequate.

You should reduce the current size of the highway in half and bury it underground. Then the current frontage
roads can be cantilevered on top of that to reduce the footprint and scar of 35. How it's currently designed
has destroyed the fabric of the city and is a great wall down the middle of the city. And that would be even
worse if your current design plans are made a reality.

With all of the land saved by removing half the footprint of the current highway, TxDot can pay for the
improvements by selling the land reclaimed for top dollar to developers to increase housing in Austin's core.

You should make a wide greenway for commuters to use micro mobility and cycling down the center of the
city across a pedestrian bridge over ladybird lake all the way south to Oltorf.

Stop incentivizing cars through Austin's core. If commuters had options other than cars through the city
center you would dramatically reduce traffic loads.

You must do better to give other modes of transit priority over moving cars and making the area along 35
hospitable again. Better yet, move 35 to loop around Austin instead of going right through the middle of the
city.

Thank you for accommodating these requests.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

335

Anna Panossian

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/pedestrian enhancements.

336

Anna Weinstein-Perez

9/23/2021 Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

337

Anna Willits

9/24/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
TxDOT has a long history of destroying communities in the name of “bigger freeways” and “decreasing
congestion.” It is a proven FACT that adding additional lanes induces demand and brings MORE cars. If TxDOT
wants to help the city grow they need to invest their money and efforts to building sustainable forms of
transportation like rail, bus, biking and walking infrastructure.
This plan will not only worsen inequalities in Austin and surrounding I-35, but also worsen traffic, and set yet
another major city back a decade by continuing to invest in outdated infrastructure projects.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I think the expansion of lanes is not going to solve traffic and will only worsen pollution near my home. In its
current form the pedestrian lane over town lake is not something anyone would want to walcok near since it's
unprotected next to a TWENTY LANE HIGHWAY. Use some grade separation please to make other modes of
transit more appetizing than just checking a box.

See response to comment #247.

I could get around austin more if you minimized the footprint of the lanes for cars and better accomodated
other modes such as bike lanes.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I do NOT support proposals that would add more lanes to I-35. Adding more lanes to this road would further
tear our city apart between the two sides of I-35, and we should be working to take more cars off the road,
not attempting to build capacity. I support funding mass transit, NOT further lanes for highways in the middle
of the city. This widening project would be destructive to the immediate community, the city at large, and the
planet as a whole.
As a downtown resident I am strongly opposed to your plan to widen I35 through Austin's core to 20+ lanes.
This induced demand will cause even more sprawl, it adds to climate change by increasing fuel emissions from
cars, and it divides the east side from west side even more. Instead of solving our traffic nightmare, it will add
to it. We don't want to be Houston which has the widest highway in the world (26 lanes!). Other cities have
successfully improved obsolete highways by covering and capping. Please make that your plan.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #15.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please protect the air quality and thus health of neighborhoods/campus closest to I-35 by burying the current
lanes and adding the additional capacity by moving I-35 to 130. Mandate that all through trucks use the 130
pathway. Don’t destroy neighborhoods and further pollute the air and create more noise.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #15.

I am a resident of Central Texas since 1976, an Austinite since 1992 and a current neighbor to I-35 in Central
Austin. I am writing today in opposition of the current TxDOT plan for the I-35 expansion and asking you to
pause the timeline until there are more conceptual design illustrations, cost opinions and schedules for
thoughtful solutions.
I support a tunneled "turnpike" under the current I-35 for the increased capacity of eight lanes. This could be
from north of 183 to south of Ben White. This option removes the need for right-of-way acquisition, further
reducing overall project costs and extended legal battles. This option, with the exception of the entrance and
exit areas, will leave the existing I-35 intact with very little disruption to the highway during construction and
provides better options for future capacity needs as more tunnels can be dug adjacent or under the expansion
ones. Tunneling also gives the opportunity of multiple launch points to achieve an accelerated completion.
Trucks should be pushed to SH 130 to relieve capacity.
Austin should be a national leader in sustainability, promoting this option to protect our air quality as well as
reduce noise and light pollution.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #15.

I am a resident of Central Texas since 1976, an Austinite since 1992 and a current neighbor to I-35 in Central
Austin. I am writing today in opposition of the current TxDOT plan for the I-35 expansion and asking you to
pause the timeline until there are more conceptual design illustrations, cost opinions and schedules for
thoughtful solutions.
I support a tunneled "turnpike" under the current I-35 for the increased capacity of eight lanes. This could be
from north of 183 to south of Ben White. This option removes the need for right-of-way acquisition, further
reducing overall project costs and extended legal battles. This option, with the exception of the entrance and
exit areas, will leave the existing I-35 intact with very little disruption to the highway during construction and
provides better options for future capacity needs as more tunnels can be dug adjacent or under the expansion
ones. Tunneling also gives the opportunity of multiple launch points to achieve an accelerated completion.
Trucks should be pushed to SH 130 to relieve capacity.
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Anne Jeffery

9/21/2021 Email

Austin should be a national leader in sustainability, promoting this option to protect our air quality as well as
reduce noise and light pollution.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please consider other options for improving I-35 than the current build proposals, which would unnecessarily
widen the highway through the urban core. It would be better to designate 130 as I-35 and route through
traffic through there. We do not need a super wide highway dividing our city. This would also be a huge waste
of tax payer money as traffic is very low on the current I-35 as more people are working from home. Repair it
I-35 needed, and ideally, make it into a blvd makes it easy for people who live here to cross from east to west,
even if they don't have a car.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
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349

Anne Mason

Entry
Source
Date
8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Email

Comment

Response

This plan is preposterous and heartless. How dare you destroy the heart of Central Austin with yet more
lanes? How about rail please? No. Please start over. Do not tear down over 100 homes and businesses.

See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

350

Anne Miller

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Use the allocated funds to purchase SH 130 and remove the toll requirements.

See response to comment #19.

Rename IH-35 in Austin and other cities as the Business Route, and divert all other traffic to SH 130 to bypass
Austin.

Prohibit 18-wheelers from traveling on Business Routes unless it's their final destination.

351

Anne Remme

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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The proposed modifications will not improve the traffic congestion or safety enough to warrant the large
expenditure.
As an Austinite parent with two kids approaching driving age, the last thing in the world I want is a highway
expansion. We absolutely must devote our efforts and money to improving public transportation in our city.
We need to be teaching our teenagers how to use the train and bus, not teaching them how to drive a car 6075mph on a busy highway to get anywhere. It's too dangerous. Do not make it even more so.

See response to comment #8.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

353

Anne Terrill

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

355

Anni Knox

9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am a parent of Escuelita del Alma and your current designs for I-35 Cap Ex Centra would force he
school/daycare to close and have 40+ staff lose their jobs and displace over 200 kids. The

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

highway footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A
narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from
needless destruction.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.
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Annie Jarvis

9/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
How might we get through traffic to go around the city? This is not addressed. And how might we rebuild I-35
in a way that makes the city better? (for bikers, walkers, neighborhoods)? These are the issues that are most
top of mind for me and not addressed.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #247.
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The fact that in this day and age we're expanding a highway system and expecting the problems to get better
borders on insanity. Time and time again, its proven that we need to bury highways and invest in public
transportation to move masses of people long distances. Lets be honest, nobody likes living near highways the noise, pollution and general unsightliness mean even more land in Austin is less usable.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Anthony Murray

8/30/2021 Virtual
Public
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Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
We can't keep supporting cars. Building more roads just encourages more roads. Look at any 5-10 lane
highways they still end up clogged. We can't keep going forward with cars as the focus. We need to start
demanding rail, and alternative transit so that we don't lose valuable real estate to concrete that just adds
more heat soak, and takes away from our urban forest.

See response to comment #8.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

361

Antonia Klock

9/10/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Anugya Sood
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Anugya Sood

8/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/24/2021 Email

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Expanding I-35 will not help anyone in the city of Austin. The best way to reduce congestion on the highway is
by introducing viable public transportation options to curb dependence on cars. Numerous studies have
shown that expanding highways only increases public dependence on cars and only eliminates congestion for
a short period of time.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.

See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #16.
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I see no acknowledgement of induced demand in the I35 proposals. It is well known now in the 2020s that
increasing road capacity increases traffic and drive times. Conversely the removal of roads causes traffic to
evaporate. I also see no acknowledgement to the Robert Moses-esque mistakes made in the building of this
road through the heart of a city. We should try simple solutions first like a designation switch with SH 130 and
I-35. Incentives not Concrete are the solutions. More complicated solutions like knocking the whole thing
down and building a new highway around Austin and San Antonio and Waco should be considered. Let’s bring
back the East Blvd. There is no reason a Canadian bound Mexican truck needs to go through our city. Isn’t this
Texas? Aren’t we known for innovation? Just because this road was built doesn’t mean we have to keep
doubling down on it throwing good taxes payer dollars toward this boondoggle. In short this proposal solves
none of the problems it purports to fix and it will increase traffic, drive times, and maintenance. Come on
Texas do better.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

368

Ariel Quintans

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

369

Arielle Arizpe

9/1/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I don’t like the plan to expand I35. It won’t help traffic and it will be expensive and force 150 businesses to
relocate. I would much rather see that money invested in public transit and adding more bike lanes.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.
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THIS IS WRONG!!!!

See response to comment #6.

I do not agree with widening I-35. This induces demand and there will just be more traffic. Let's not mimics
places like Houston and LA. Let's copy Boston, San Francisco, and Seattle. All have buried a highway and
revitalized the land above. This helps traffic and quality of life for the locals. Invest the money properly.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.
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I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

374

Arlen Walker

9/13/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I-35 is a testament to a period of horrifically misguided policies surrounding transportation, including deeply
racist policies that divided the predominantly black and brown neighborhoods of east Austin from the rest of
the city. The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) wants to expand I-35. TxDOT has admitted to the
Austin City Council that a wider and higher highway, worse than the one that already exists, will not reduce
congestion on I-35 in Austin (this is because of the principle of induced demand). Texas Transportation
Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg even said (in Feburary 2020) “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and
no higher,” and yet TxDOT apparently feels no obligation to hold to their word.
A few weeks ago I had breakfast at the Starseed Cafe, which is one of the local businesses on TxDOT's
executioner's block as it sits next to I-35 and lies within the proposed expansion (the 'wider' part of the
broken promise "no wider, no higher"). Breakfast at Starseed was wonderful, and the very idea of trading a
wonderful piece of Austin culture for more of a highway that divides east and west Austin, that won't reduce
congestion, that literally (not figuratively) kills people every year because of the terrible design decisions that
are being iterated upon from the original construction, that encourages more people to spew harmful
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere at a time when we need to be reducing those emissions, not
expanding them, is disgusting. No one who believes in TxDOT's plan for a larger highway running through the
center of Austin is doing so in the interest of the public good (see the Austin Chamber of Commerce, whose
support of the highway doesn't take into consideration the economic loss of the highway itself to property
values & businesses nearby).
I will add finally that TxDOT built SH 130 to bypass traffic away from central Austin, spending colossal amounts
of money on a project that, because they toll it, doesn't do it's job. TxDOT literally (not figuratively) could
vastly reduce traffic on I-35 by tolling I-35 instead of SH 130 thus directing non-local traffic away from central
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Austin and destroying their argument that we need a highway running through what should be the center of
the city. They obviously know this, and that fighting the federal government's rules around tolled vs un-tolled
lanes in highways is an easy fight to win, but TxDOT would be more accurately named the 'Texas Department
of Highways' and clearly has no interest in an actual solution to reduce congestion and fatalities in central
Austin, or they wouldn't have admitted that wider and higher I-35 won't even do either of those.
Don't let TxDOT harm our city even more by expanding their dagger in its heart.
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Aroosa Nizami

9/9/2021

Email

My wife and I are coming up to ten years living in Austin. We love everything about this amazing city and the
state of Texas (well, almost everything). We recently moved to the Cherrywood neighborhood directly
adjacent to the highway and will be directly impacted by the expansion. It's clear to the everyone that, with a
booming population and development in our city, that a resolution to the congestion on I-35 is long over due.
I am against the expansion of the highway, as it will tear through the quant communities, like Cherrywood,
that give Austin its character. I believe that what makes Austin and Texas great is our ability to dream big and
make dreams reality. Lets be creative and ambitious and show the world that that we can apply modern,
forward thinking solutions to age old problems and lets not apply the resolutions of the past decades by
merely adding lanes to the highway. Lets instead put the highway under ground, build a tunnel system and
let our neighborhood and city breath again.
Under no circumstances should I35 be expanded in Austin. Highways are an outdated mode of transportation
that increases reliance on cars and widening the highway will only make our city more congested. We need
mass transit, more green space, higher urban density, and an end to this urban sprawl. Climate change caused
a freeze that left me without power for a week, and TXDOT officials are pushing for this frankly gross misuse
of public funds at a time when we should be demolishing the highways and replacing them with a sustainable
model of getting around our cities.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #1996.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #6.

I am writing to oppose the I-35 expansion. I do not believe this is the solution to solve Austin’s traffic issue. I
have lived in Dallas my whole life and driven on Houston highways many times and the traffic and congestion
is unbearable there. Having multiple highways with multiple lanes did it not resolve any issues in those major
cities and neither will it do anything here. The only thing that will come from this is an eyesore of 20 lanes,
even more traffic, and the taking of acres of land from the residents of Austin. The city needs to be expand
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but not by adding a giant highway further dividing the city in half. I strongly urge the TxDOT to use their
resources and find a better solution and consider an alternative to expanding the Highway.
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I am vehemently against any plan TxDOT comes up with that expands I-35 with additional lanes. Do not add
more traffic, traffic accidents, smog, noise, and division of neighborhoods to Central Austin. Furthermore, the
plan requires the destruction of personal and commercial property along the eastern side of the current I-35
frontage road. You will not get our support for this proposal.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

140 homes? Why not build 140 less homes and keep the ones that are already there. Because I'm pretty sure
that the homes being destroyed are of those making 100K or less. And even if not, what a waste that is! 35 is
already a problem, why add to the problem?
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

381

Arye Shapiro

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I'm against the expansion. Austin is losing too many of it's independent, historical businesses as it is. The
reason people love this city and want to live here is disappearing. This project will displace businesses loved
by Austinites for decades, will cost the city money that could best be used elsewhere, and will increase road
and resource use, further contributing to global warming.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #30.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

386

Ashley Deutser

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Ashley Jackson

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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As a Texan I cannot fathom ruining the beauty of our capital city by widening a highway that should never
have existed in the first place. Austin is the crown jewel of our state and our shared portion of the interstate
could be reflective of our natural beauty. IH35 represents decades of racism and disenfranchisement of east
Austinites. I live near E290/IH35 and very few bridges for crossing to central Austin, where there is shopping,
jobs, and commercial development. For decades Austin neglected infrastructure east of 35 and east Austintes
rely on the Austin that exists on the other side of that divide in our daily lives. We stand at a crossroads to
change the legacy of IH35 and our decision will last a lifetime. The extra expense to cap and stitch more of the
highway is worth it for us and for future Austinites. The two plans that have been submitted are a disgrace to
what we are capable of in our modern times. We can do great things! We can build a highway that no longer
divides Austin but repairs the wound, a wound that no longer reflects who we are as Austinites and Texans.
Pleas do not move forward with either of the two proposed plans. Please go back and workshop something
that we can all be proud of.
This is a s such a tragic plan. I don’t even have time to write an in-depth comment, but I want to make sure
that my disgust at this brutal plan is noted!

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please don't widen I-35. It's not going to fix the traffic problems. You need only look at multi-lane highways in
Houston and Atlanta to see that traffic is still terrible, no matter how many lanes the highway is widened to.
You are going to tear down historic homes and businesses in the process of expanding the highway for an illconceived "benefit" that we will never see because it's not actually going to fix anything. That's not even
mentioning that widening the highway will put the houses in Cherrywood even closer to the highway than
they already are, which studies have shown has detrimental effects on one's health. Housing should not exist
that close to a highway.
I oppose any development plans that suggest widening I-35. I support reconsideration of Build Alternative 1. I
support the Reconnect Austin and Urban Land Institute proposals, and that I strongly desire burying and
capping at least some portions of I-35 through Central Austin.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1996.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

Under the new proposed design, you will ruin the city. Austin does not need a Katy Freeway running through
it. It will not allow the city to meet the needs of the future. We need to cut vehicle emissions. We need more
green space. We do not need to induce demand. How have you now learned this. This design is atrocious.

See response to comment #6.

It should be EASY to cross I-35 on foot, bicycle, or skateboard. It should be SAFE. It should be EFFICIENT. It
should be SHADED. A child should be able to do it. The current plan is NONE of these.

See response to comment #247
See response to comment #1427
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Looove that you're continuing to disrupt historically black neighborhoods. Good job.

See response to comment #7.

Please do not induce driving by building more lanes. It will be bad for the environment and the air. The land
and people will suffer.

See response to comment #6.

Please go walk/bike/escooter/roll across a crosswalk at the Katy Freeway and tell me how your experience is.
And then apply that to how feel about this design. It's not people friendly. It's not pedestrian friendly. It's not
user friendly. It's not community friendly. This design divides the city. It strengthens the separation between
downtown and the rich, vibrant, fun east side. This creates horrible quality air. It ruins our chance of meeting
our CO2 goals. This is not how we reduce the effects of climate change. I honestly cannot come up with a
good reason that this design has been created or is moving forward except maybe the budget for TxDOT is
either use it or lose it. If y'all don't use up the budget for the year, you have less the next year? So you keep
planning monstrous, horrible projects that are massively detrimental to the cities in Texas. It's shameful and
embarrassing and racist because you're continuing to lay waste to disadvantaged communities because that's
where the highways currently are and that's where you'll widen them and it just keeps going. Horrible.
What is the point of revising and reconstructing I-35 if it will not reduce the amount of cars on the road. I was
told something like 80% of cars on 35 are local vehicles. That's not good. We need to reduce the local vehicles
so the local residents don't develop asthma, don't experience a local heat island, have space to walk, have
space to bicycle, have busses that don't get stuck in traffic. If the only point of redesigning I-35 is to make it
better for the people in the cars and then the redesign will just encourage more driving, that's a terrible
decision. Move traffic to 130 and make I-35 the same as Guadalupe or Lamar. Local traffic can use local roads.
Anyone else can go around.
If I-35 MUST be rebuilt, it needs to be no higher and no wider. Creating more lanes is bad for the
environment. It's contributing to global warming. It will make the air more difficult to breathe for people with
asthma. It will lead to more deaths as people try to cross on feet and two wheels the 20 something lanes you
want to build. It will NOT reduce congestion on the roads. I honestly don't know why you want to rebuild the
highway. I'm guessing TxDOT gets funding every year that it has to use or it will not have as much funding the
following year. Does anyone at that agency do anything but drive anywhere? It feels like you all live in Dallas
and Houston. Or worse, in a suburb of Dallas or Houston. Reroute traffic around the city. Even if most of the
traffic is coming from people in the city, there are other roads to use. Use them.

See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #30.

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #19.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
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Audrey Matthews

9/22/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Do you really want to be California??????
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion
of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the strong options that are on the table for expansion. It is important to move forward with one
of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through downtown can occur and keep Austin
moving.

406

Austin Baldwin

9/2/2021
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This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.
The time and money spent widening I-35 will a) not reduce congestion and b) cause present and future
damage to our community and environment. We need alternatives to driving, not more cars crammed into
downtown.

See response to comment #8.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

408

Austin Conner

9/22/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Adding more lanes to I-35 does not solve any problems and creates a large permanent eyesore in the
community. We don’t need another Katy Freeway situation. This money needs to be invested into other
alternative transportation methods.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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TxDOT has operated in bad faith and has not sufficiently considered the input of Austin residents and the
negative impact their proposal will have on the well being of Austin residents. The proposed highway project
must be altered to account for what is best for residents and not just those driving through for 30 minutes.

See response to comment #6.

I support TXDOT's project - please start the bidding and construction

See response to comment #7.

Where we are at is unacceptable.

See response to comment #33.

The TTI report was a good start, not an ending point to dismiss the community alternatives.

We need a full study of these as alternatives in the full EIS process.
Team,

See response to comment #7.

Forgot to mention, we need to look into the CAMPO models and please run the adjusted ones which more
closely resemble where the population is going and going to go (less in Williamson county, more urban) as
well as ensuring an accurate job of modeling Project Connect and TOD changes are incorporated.
We are making a 100 year decision here for our city and state, and it's of the utmost importance that we use
the most accurate, innovative tools we can use to ensure we get this as right as we can.
We've already all agreed as Tucker Ferguson told our city council, "that this project isn't claiming to solve
congestion," so before we expand capacity to ensure we meet our traffic projections, let's ensure these
projections are helpful tools for planning.
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Michelle and the I-35 Capital Express Central Project Team:

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #1427.

First, let me thank you and your team for attempting to better understand the true alternative proposals,
such as ReThink 35, that we, your neighbors, asked you to consider.
While I appreciate your team taking the time to commission a report to better understand these options, the
deliverables from the Texas Transportation Institute appear to me as a hastily commissioned report designed
to dismiss these truly viable options.
First off, not only is the TTI, an agency funded with TxDOT dollars, and paying them TxDOT dollars, anything
but “independent,” this particular study of the proposed alternatives is measuring against TxDOTs preferred
alternatives, weighing TxDOT’s preferred metrics to guarantee success of TxDOT’s chosen final alternatives.
The EIS process is supposed to be thoughtful, measured and thorough, and commissioning a one-month
report from a far from independent agency in an attempt to appease legitimate discussion of meaningful
alternatives does not fit the spirit or scope of a fair, transparent and productive EIS.
In addition, without sharing the methodology behind the modeling, and the detailed results of the modeling,
exhibits district engineer Tucker Ferguson used to confidently and definitively dismiss a viable alternative in
front of our local elected officials, this report has become a disingenuous, pseudo-scientific piece of evidence
to dismiss what should be a rigorous and thoughtful process.
I do not have the confidence that Mr. Ferguson has in TTI’s limited report, nor should I, to settle the issue on
whether we should continue to study and consider a freeway removal option during this review process.
Not only that, even with the limited data I have from the TTI report, it is clear that a removal option is still not
just a viable option, but is the best option to meet the stated objectives and needs.
TxDOT can not, and should not, be deciding for us, the citizens and taxpayers of Austin, how we want to use
and utilize our public infrastructure.
Mr. Ferguson’s dismissal of a removal option because out of the black box of modeling, came some increases
in traffic on local roads, is disingenuous at best. Not only is that the goal of such a change, it is the goal we
have publicly created as a community, as reducing high speed VMT is the biggest factor we can embrace to
reach our Austin Vision Zero goals. Goals that TxDOT has also embraced and is working hard to reach.
Better connecting our resources to create a more useful city grid is not a danger, nor is it a failure, but it
should be the goal.
In fact, prioritizing east-west connections is one of the project’s stated goals. There is no better way to create,
improve east-west connections than with a surface-level boulevard and a fully-reconnected grid.
Removing hyper-local trips from this section of the corridor, to be better connected and served by city streets,
should be your goal and is mine—as it is the most efficient (in economic as well as environmental terms) and
safe option for those driving their own vehicles, as well as those using other modes.
Further, dismissing the bypass route discussion of routing long-distance through-traffic, as well as longer-trip
intra-regional traffic (which you at TxDOT describe as “local”) is frustrating. Just because a majority of the
trips come from inside the CAMPO region, doesn’t mean that the majority of trips originate or end (or both)
inside this limited 9-mile corridor.
Improved and expanded access on the 183 and 130 corridors are nearly fully online providing valuable and
ready capacity upgrades for these regional and through traffic needs. Insisting that a freeway must continue
to exist in the 35 footprint tomorrow, because it sits there today is short-sighted and comes across as
stubborn.
From my outsider perspective, having followed every step of this project as it has evolved, it appears as if
TxDOT has determined that we must expand capacity on this corridor—and that the only way to increase
capacity is by increasing lanes through the current footprint.
I do not understand why we can’t further study, with rigor and transparency, whether this stretch of
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constrained ROW, and the most valuable land (in economic and cultural terms) in the state is the ideal place
to increase freeway capacity.
Brushing off alternative approaches at this stage, or worse, claiming that much of these proposals has already
been incorporated, is not an acceptable answer, nor does it reflect well on TxDOT.
As a parent of two toddlers, there is a big difference between pretending to listen, saying you “are listening,”
and actually stopping what you are doing, dropping your agenda and embracing both the spirit and the
message of what is being said.
"I've heard if we don't build it they won't come, thats not true," District Engineer Ferguson started his briefing
to city council saying. “That hasn’t worked. And even if a portion of those people coming don't use their cars,
they will still bring equipment and trucking necessary to support them."
There are many ways to serve and connect the population in central Austin, as well as the future, but insisting
on a freeway in the current location isn’t the only one.
Reducing reliance on an access-controlled freeway through an urban environment should be our first priority,
as the goal is to invest in improving the holistic mobility and safety solutions for all local users and all-Texans.
I want to re-convey the importance of considering all reasonable alternatives. Moving forward in the EIS
process, we must consider in the range of alternatives an option that removes the freeway from the entire
central corridor stretch. Not dismiss, nor commission more black-box modeling to brush aside, but truly and
transparently consider a removal option.
This report and how Mr. Ferguson has used it publicly to dismiss the feasibility for building a new boulevard
and urban space above a new and expanded I-35, is not enough.
No, to ensure the best process for all Austinites, and for establishing a stronger, more flourishing future for all
Texans, we must blaze a new trail and the future of Texas transportation that moves us beyond just building
more and faster freeway lanes.
I ask today that we consider, study and evaluate what we could unlock and build together by removing the
freeway, reconnecting our city and establishing an innovative approach to moving people and goods through
and across this valuable and vibrant corridor.
We spent generations ripping up cities and neighborhoods to build freeways to move cars and trucks faster
and further, and if they didn’t then, we know better now. This is an opportunity to earnestly and faithfully do
the work to envision what an investment in rebuilding neighborhoods and enlarging a city’s beating cultural
and commercial heart for the benefit of all it’s citizens.
So why should this “freeway” project include a new alternative that includes no freeways?

Because the stated project’s purpose is not to build a new, wider, deeper freeway through the heart of Austin.

No, the project’s stated purpose is to “improve this critical regional, national and international thoroughfare
by enhancing safety within the corridor, addressing demand by prioritizing the movement of persons, goods
and services through and across the corridor; improving operational efficiency; and creating a more
dependable and consistent route for the traveling public, including bicyclists and pedestrians, emergency
responders and transit.”

Oddly enough, and backed up by cold, hard data, the best way to enhance safety through a stretch of land for
all users is to build a safer, slower and more predictable thoroughfare.
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Our goal in this case shouldn’t be to build the biggest, fastest and widest (nor deepest) freeway that we can
squeeze into this spot, it should be to find the best, most efficient and economical way to move people safely.

Not creating or inducing demand with more capacity for cars, but by responding, investing and innovating to
create additional people moving capacity to ensure that as our city and region grows, we can continue to lead,
thrive and flourish.

Much of the limited evidence the TTI delivered points to the removal option as a viable solution that can and
would deliver on these promises.

To move more people through and across the corridor. By unlocking uses and users across and up-and-down
every block, and square inch of this corridor—better leveraging our scarce public space and resources.

A true alternative that removed 35, and unlocked the land to become blocks connected by an innovative
multimodal surface boulevard, with addition ROW (above or below ground) for transit, would be much, much,
much more efficient—-regardless of how you measure it. Carbon, total cost, congestion, happiness, beauty, a
remove and replace with a connected city option would deliver the best results at the lowest cost. Resulting in
a more dependable, more predictable, more accessible route for all users—first responders, pedestrians, and
even those driving in their personal vehicles alone.

Reasonable alternatives are those that are “technically and economically practicable or feasible, and meet the
purpose and need for the proposed action” (40 C.F.R. § 1502.14). All reasonable alternatives and a no-build
alternative will be evaluated in the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed project,”
something that a true remove option meets at every level, which is why we must include it in the process
going forward.

Thank you for your work, for listening and for incorporating valuable feedback into the process and
deliverables—please dig in further on further alternatives throughout the entire EIS process.

As the removal option still meets the goal of the EIS:

“Federal regulations require that the purpose and need statement “briefly specify the underlying purpose and
need to which the agency is responding in proposing the alternatives including the proposed action.” TxDOT
has revised the purpose and need statement based on community feedback to further emphasize safety;
improving east-west connectivity across I-35; and addressing travel demand by prioritizing the movement of
people, goods and services through and across the corridor. The Purpose and Need Technical Report includes
crash data, including safety related to bicyclists and pedestrians. TxDOT will coordinate with partner agencies
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to share comments that are outside of TxDOT’s jurisdiction.”

In closing, I will illuminate how a true removal alternative best meets all of the stated program goals and
objectives.
PROGRAM GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:
Enhance safety.
Removing the freeway and replacing with new blocks of land served by multimodal boulevard and a
reconnected grid would be the safest corridor for users across modes.
Increased traffic on local street network IS THE GOAL, as these are pound for pound (per million miles
traveled) the safest in the entire state for all users.
Optimize the roadway footprint.
Would drastically reduce ROW, while reserving ROW for transit only, pedestrians, cyclists and unlocked
valuable real estate for public and private uses to transform and reconnect the Austin core
Not only is it “no wider, and no higher,” it goes the other way
Increase capacity.
People-moving capacity can be increased and exceeded, plus by investing in further high-capacity transit
upgrades, this sets us up for even more future capacity
Doesn’t rely on fuzzy HOV projections or hopes of future dynamic tolling in managed lanes, designed from day
1 as people-first capacity.
Minimize additional right of way
No additional ROW, in fact, unlocks hundreds of acres to be used for amazing new things
Manage traffic better.
Less congestion, more predictable and safe traffic flows, more connectivity and options for users to get to,
and across central Austin
Improve east/west connectivity.
The ultimate way to reconnect Austin, by rebuilding and repairing the entire grid, and knitting the city back
together while reclaiming space for new blocks in between
Improve compatibility with neighborhoods
Builds a new neighborhood corridor to rebuild what was destroyed and connect what remains, while
improving the safety, livability and lovability of every space around the corridor
This is not and has never been about “aesthetics” its about safety and true, approachable connectivity.
Enhance bicycle, pedestrian and transit options.
Designed with a true safe and thoughtful space for non-vehicular travel, this option combined with robust
investment in transit could dramatically increase people-moving capacity, and deliver immense value
Responding to an earnest and honest request to study removing the freeway from this urban, central city
corridor, is not a design or “build alternative” that can be tacked onto, or as part of a freeway expansion
package.
TTI’s report is a great start, but it should just be that, a start to truly studying and comparing side-by-side a full
removal option from this constrained and congested corridor.
I look forward to working with you, your team, my neighbors and friends studying and evaluating a true
removal alternative, and ensuring we can establish a safe, efficient and successful future for all Texans.
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414

Austin Vedder

Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
The alternative plans proposed were guided by actual citizens with daily experience interacting with and living
in the spaces under consideration, and then evaluated - hastily - by an outside agency without those same
direct connections to the project. Where does horizontal highway expansion end? Do we do this again in 1020 years at enormous expense that could have been invested in longer-term solutions and infrastructure that
can more easily expand to accommodate commuter traffic? And yet again at enormous sacrifice to the
neighborhoods and businesses along this route? I have been a central Austin resident for 26 years, living
through two extensive highway expansions and the construction of additional highways like 45 and 130 - all
meant to alleviate our traffic. Yet, here we are looking to expand another major highway by demolishing and
devaluing central Austin communities and forcing all of us to live through a years-long, ugly process that will
likely have to repeat again nearly immediately. At this pace of growth it is utter madness to consider any plan
that doesn't build in alternative transportation solutions like light rail. It's time for Austin to grow into a
modern large city, and that includes accepting mass transit options for suburban communities and pushing
cross-state traffic outside of the city center. I am well aware of the benefits Texas elected officials receive,
indirectly as campaign contributions when they successfully squash mass transit and instead support and push
through massive highway construction projects that enrich oil and gas companies and sustain ultimately
unsustainable transportation plans. It's time for TxDOT to serve the needs of Texas citizens over campaign
coffers. Please reconsider the alternative proposals.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

415

Autumn Keiser
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416

Avery Dyson

9/22/2021 Email

See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Why is the highway being expanded if we've know for decades now that increasing the width of a highway
and adding lanes has historically made traffic worse?

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #8.

Did widening the highway in Katy, TX make traffic into Houston better?
Why are we wasting money on something that we know will increase traffic when the funds could be
allocated to a mode of transportation that will displace traffic OFF of I-35? This plan makes absolutely no
sense and won't solve anything.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am not in favor of any expansion to I-35 that widens the highway. Any expansion that that calls for more
land to be used and current housing and businesses located along the I-35 frontage roads to relocate or close
is totally unacceptable. Every single study done on traffic and road expansion shows that widening only
causes traffic to get worse.
Please DO NOT expand I35. This is bad for all Austinites, present and future. It's bad for our communities and
bad for our planet. Do not expand I35!

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
TXDOT has failed the City of Austin by not listening to the community and what the community engagement
has proposed. Neither of the 20 lane options that TXDOT is proposing is a good or beneficial plan for Austin.
They need to formally look at and respond to (or adopt) the community proposal to CAP I-35 and reconnect
the downtown grid. Thank yo
I oppose TxDOT's I-35 expansion plans and support a full study of community design alternatives for I-35,
including Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and ULI's cap and stitch proposals. I demand plans for I-35 that
comply with City and community plans, goals, and values. I support less lanes, less cars, more public
transportation, more walkable and bikable neighborhoods. Please consider a more environmentally friendly
and sustainable approach to the redesign of I-35 for our future generations. Thank you.
PLEASE DO NOT BUILD THIS 20 LANE MONSTER THROUGH THE CITY. IT WILL COMPLETELY DIVIDE THE CITY
WITH NO REGARD TO THE COMMUNITY OR PEOPLE WHO LIVE WITHINS ITS LIMITS. IT WOULD DRIVE MORE
PEOPLE TO LEAVE THE CITY CENTER AND TAKE THEIR HARD EARNED MONEY WITH THEM, THUS DEGRADING
THE ECONOMIC STATUS OF MOST BUSINESSES SURROUNDING IT. ALL OF THIS AND DECIMATING COUNTLESS
CURRENTLY OPEN AND SUCCESSFUL BUSINESSES THAT JUST SO HAPPEN TO HAVE THE MISFORTUNE OF
BEING IN THIS FRIEGHT TRAINS PATH. THIS WOULD BE TERRIBLE FOR THE COMMUNITY OF AUSTIN.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.

I oppose TxDOT's recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project. As a long-time
resident of Austin having seen seemingly endless expansions and rebuilds of vehicular infrastructure through
our metropolitan area, it is time we accept that the continual widening of the highway through the heart of
the city is not the answer to long-term concerns. Alternative solutions that are economically, socially, and
environmentally sustainable must be the way forward for our city, involving investing our tax dollars in
alternative forms of transportation that are more equitable and environmentally responsible rather than a
promotion and glorification of single-car use. While other cities across the nation are currently trying to undo
the environmental and social damage that massive, expensive, and divisive infrastructure such as this has
caused to communities over the last century, it would be unwise for our city to continue to pursue headlong
such harmful and outdated strategies. Better alternatives that investigate what is best for the bigger picture,
for the long-term future, and for our communities is desperately needed.
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Bailey Tipps

9/16/2021 Virtual
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Form

Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger. Please also hold TxDOT to their
legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to seriously consider meaningful
alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land
Institute's Cap and Stitch. All alternatives should be independently studied and should address transportation
choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health
(including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals,
and values.
I'm a father of daughters who attend Escuelita del Alma. We started when my youngest was less than a year
old after being asked to leave Hyde Park Baptist because they didn't have a solution for her biting other
children. We were referred to Escuelita due to multiple success stories from parents with older children. My
youngest is five months old and I intend for her to continue to be enrolled at Escuelita for another 6 years as
well.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #160.

Currently the designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central would absorb this property and others along the feeder road
corridor. As a residential realtor I continually vote for bonds to improve the transportation infrastructure in
every local election with the topic. The designs to sink I-35 through downtown are better than what are
proposed through the section north of Dean Keaton to 50th streets. I was raised in Dallas and have witnessed
what is possible along 75 on the northern border of downtown and even more extensively along 635 between
I-35 and I-75. This is the vision that should be instituted not a clearing and widening. The highway footprint
should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower footprint
will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our beloved Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.
If you vote to destroy Escuelita del Alma, more than two hundred families will lose the best dual language prek education opportunity in Austin. The more expensive deeper option is the best option with the help of
incentivizing tractor trailers to utilize SH 130 alternatively through monetary incentives. The rebuilding of I-35
should be viewed as a generational opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our
beloved places.
I do not support this project moving forward as currently designed.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

174

No.

Commenter Name

427

Bailey Tipps

Entry
Source
Date
9/16/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Good afternoon distinguished decision maker!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #160.

I'm a father of daughters who attend Escuelita del Alma. We started when my youngest was less than a year
old after being asked to leave Hyde Park Baptist because they didn't have a solution for her biting other
children. We were referred to Escuelita due to multiple success stories from parents with older children. My
youngest is five months old and I intend for her to continue to be enrolled at Escuelita for another 6 years as
well.
Currently the designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central would absorb this property and others along the feeder road
corridor. As a residential realtor I continually vote for bonds to improve the transportation infrastructure in
every local election with the topic. The designs to sink I-35 through downtown are better than what are
proposed through the section north of Dean Keaton to 50th streets. I was raised in Dallas and have witnessed
what is possible along 75 on the northern border of downtown and even more extensively along 635 between
I-35 and I-75. This is the vision that should be instituted not a clearing and widening. The highway footprint
should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower footprint
will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our beloved Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.
If you vote to destroy Escuelita del Alma, more than two hundred families will lose the best dual language prek education opportunity in Austin. The more expensive deeper option is the best option with the help of
incentivizing tractor trailers to utilize SH 130 alternatively through monetary incentives. The rebuilding of I-35
should be viewed as a generational opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our
beloved places.
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I do not support this project moving forward as currently designed.
I disagree with the proposal to widen the highway and displace the local businesses alone the frontage road.
This area of I35 is hardly the worst affected by traffic so there is little reason to believe that briefly increasing
the number of lanes in this area will help and if anything it will likely increase the confusion that already
plagues the area (largely due to the need to move to a left lane in order to exit soon, which is
counterintuitive). I'm not sure if it is possible, but I think the best solution to traffic congestion would be to
widen the upper level of the highway instead as this would only occupy otherwise vacant airspace.
I support eh proposal that buries the I-35 lanes below ground level and eliminates the overhead lanes.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #316.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

431

Barbara Epstein

9/23/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Sirs:
It is my understanding that the favored proposed IH-35 expansion plan options would simply widen IH-35 as it
passes through Austin.

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #8.

As a nearby resident, I wonder why TXDOT isn’t taking a more innovative approach to transportation as our
state faces known dire pollution, climate and energy challenges. Instead of taking a 21st century approach to
solving the problem, your agency appears to be stuck in the planning mentality of 100 years ago when the
original IH-35 plan ensured continued city segregation by creating a defined barrier and allowed the
automobile industry to minimize any
comprehensive public transit system.
We need a route around this city so that long-haul vehicles are not delayed by city traffic or send copeting
cars onto nearby streets, further increasing unsafe driving/pedestrian conditions that Austin isn’t addressing
under present conditions.
Although I read a statement that this plan will facilitate public transit, I see no substantiation of that point.
Our city and bus company do not encourage mass transit use because our system isn’t efficient, it doesn’t
target enough specific destinations, or get people to their ultimate destinations in less time that it takes to
drive—or in some cases, to simply walk. The result is that people who can afford it continue to drive even if
they say they support mass transit.
Everyone knows the public lament that Austin traffic is too congested already. Why is TXDOT just planning to
make the situation worse, when it could do something truly innovative and remarkably helpful, not just create
a simple expansion plan that is easy to put on paper? The proposed plan will create more problems than it\
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

433

Barbara Venegas

9/21/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Widening I35 in Central Austin is asinine. $1.3B was spent on the 130 mile stretch of toll 130, which was
supposed to divert a lot of traffic away from downtown. At approx. $10M per MILE, I see that worked out
well. NOT.
All I can say is any future transportation bond you want voted on will be NO from me, until you people can get
a grip on your spending. You can only squeeze the tax payers so much.
I blame the City of Austin for the traffic mess we're in. Developments were allowed first, and THEN roadways
evaluated.
435

Barrett Lewis

9/14/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

436

Barrett Sundberg

9/11/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Very disappointed that Alternative 1 is, from what we hear, being taken off the table. Alternative 1 was much
better from the viewpoint of someone who lives a block or two north of 51st Street. It has less encroachment
on the neighborhoods adjoining the highway. Both in the construction phase and the built-out phase,
Alternatives 2 and 3 disregard neighbors of the highway in favor of people who live far from it, creating an
unnecessary negative community impact. Please return Alternative 1 to consideration and, ideally, select it.

See response to comment #271
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

438

Barry Woltag

9/9/2021

Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Bart Matheney
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

I am emailing to express my disapproval of the planned I-35 expansion through Downtown Austin. There are
plenty of N/S lanes (See: 183 and SH-130) that go through Austin, and in much cheaper areas – Downtown
Austin is arguably the most expensive real estate in the state of Texas with land prices well over $1,000/SF
(we’re talking like Downtown LA prices). Additionally, the implementation of Project Connect should alleviate
some local traffic use on this section of IH-35. You cannot add more lanes your way out of traffic congestion
(See: Katy Freeway), you have to provide alternative options in bike infrastructure, pedestrian infrastructure
and transit.
The problems we face are daunting. Given the urgent need for action to thwart climate change and clean up
our transportation sector, we need all available tools moving forward.
Instead of wasting taxpayer dollars on polluting and ineffective highway projects like expanding I-35, which
would produce more harmful pollution, more vehicle deaths and more asphalt running through the middle of
our city, we need to take a cleaner, healthier and fresher approach to transportation spending.
As TexPIRG outlined in our Highway Boondoggles 4 report, the areas north and south of Austin are growing at
incredible rates. Building a bigger highway to support those communities only exacerbates the current
problem of too many cars on the road. Worse, with more cars on the road, greenhouse gas emissions from
cars will trend in the exact wrong direction at a critical time in the fight to limit the climate crisis.

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #33.

Induced demand, the phenomenon we now call “The Fundamental Law of Road Congestion,” means that if
you build it, cars will come. Texans need look no further than the Katy Freeway, in Houston, that when
finished widening to an astonishing 20-plus lanes, saw increased commute times for more than 60% of
drivers.
We can do better. Infrastructure projects like this affect our lives for decades, and TxDOT is bulldozing
through the public engagement process at breakneck speed. Despite that, the community has come up with
alternatives that would actually lessen congestion, reduce emissions and create a more walkable, livable city.
We’re asking TxDOT to stop the proposed expansion as is and fully study the proposed community
alternatives to reconnect and rethink our city -- proposals more aligned with our shared goal of a healthy,
mobile Austin.
In our nation’s capital, the Senate recently passed the bipartisan $1.2 trillion Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act, which includes $1 billion for the Reconnecting Communities Initiative, a program designed to fund
the removal of outdated urban highways and replace them with smaller roadways that better serve the needs
of local residents. This program continues to garner support, as the House recently included an additional $4
billion for the Reconnecting Communities Initiative within their Build Back Better budget reconciliation
legislation. TexPIRG supports using these federal funds to rethink and replace I-35.
Most immediately, replacing I-35 would free up valuable real estate that could be better used for tree-lined
boulevards, pedestrian-friendly parks and affordable housing. On a larger scale, it would also help us reduce
climate-changing pollution from our transportation sector, now the second largest source of greenhouse gas
emissions in our state and our country’s primary contributor to the global climate crisis.
Removing urban transportation relics like I-35 would also improve Austin residents’ quality of life by reducing
dangerous air and noise pollution, which kill an estimated 58,000 Americans each year and have been linked
to a variety of serious health conditions, including lung cancer, stroke, heart disease, asthma, and even
dementia. By getting rid of unnecessary freeways, we could rebuild our city to incentivize people to shift to
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more sustainable modes of transportation, such as public transit, biking and walking, which there is clearly
appetite for already, as evidenced by the city’s recent vote on the $7 billion, transit-focused Project Connect.
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I submitted via the website, but just to be sure, I am emailing here too. Please consider this the on the record
comment from Texas Public Interest Research Group. Thank you.
The problems we face are daunting. Given the urgent need for action to thwart climate change and clean up
our transportation sector, we need all available tools moving forward.
Instead of wasting taxpayer dollars on polluting and ineffective highway projects like expanding I-35, which
would produce more harmful pollution, more vehicle deaths and more asphalt running through the middle of
our city, we need to take a cleaner, healthier and fresher approach to transportation spending.
As TexPIRG outlined in our Highway Boondoggles 4 report, the areas north and south of Austin are growing at
incredible rates. Building a bigger highway to support those communities only exacerbates the current
problem of too many cars on the road. Worse, with more cars on the road, greenhouse gas emissions from
cars will trend in the exact wrong direction at a critical time in the fight to limit the climate crisis.
Induced demand, the phenomenon we now call “The Fundamental Law of Road Congestion,” means that if
you build it, cars will come. Texans need look no further than the Katy Freeway, in Houston, that when
finished widening to an astonishing 20-plus lanes, saw increased commute times for more than 60% of
drivers.
We can do better. Infrastructure projects like this affect our lives for decades, and TxDOT is bulldozing
through the public engagement process at breakneck speed. Despite that, the community has come up with
alternatives that would actually lessen congestion, reduce emissions and create a more walkable, livable city.
We’re asking TxDOT to stop the proposed expansion as is and fully study the proposed community
alternatives to reconnect and rethink our city -- proposals more aligned with our shared goal of a healthy,
mobile Austin.
In our nation’s capital, the Senate recently passed the bipartisan $1.2 trillion Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act, which includes $1 billion for the Reconnecting Communities Initiative, a program designed to fund
the removal of outdated urban highways and replace them with smaller roadways that better serve the needs
of local residents. This program continues to garner support, as the House recently included an additional $4
billion for the Reconnecting Communities Initiative within their Build Back Better budget reconciliation
legislation. TexPIRG supports using these federal funds to rethink and replace I-35.
Most immediately, replacing I-35 would free up valuable real estate that could be better used for tree-lined
boulevards, pedestrian-friendly parks and affordable housing. On a larger scale, it would also help us reduce
climate-changing pollution from our transportation sector, now the second largest source of greenhouse gas
emissions in our state and our country’s primary contributor to the global climate crisis.
Removing urban transportation relics like I-35 would also improve Austin residents’ quality of life by reducing
dangerous air and noise pollution, which kill an estimated 58,000 Americans each year and have been linked
to a variety of serious health conditions, including lung cancer, stroke, heart disease, asthma, and even
dementia. By getting rid of unnecessary freeways, we could rebuild our city to incentivize people to shift to
more sustainable modes of transportation, such as public transit, biking and walking, which there is clearly
appetite for already, as evidenced by the city’s recent vote on the $7 billion, transit-focused Project Connect.

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #33.
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[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Other PDF Attachments."]

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.

The following is signed by 71 members, listed in the attached document. I hope that by submitting all 71 as a
list, that we won't bog down the system and create lots of work, so if there is a better way to enter 71 results
in the system, please let me know, as I would like this to be seamless. But 71 of our members would like to be
heard and on the record with the following:
"Dear TxDOT,
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We the undersigned want better options than the same tried and failed highway expansion.
We want options that reduce congestion and emissions, not increase them.
We support a full study of community alternatives including Reconnect Austin, Rethink35 and ULI's cap and
stitch proposals.
Don’t waste taxpayer dollars on making Austin more congested. Stop the proposed I-35 expansion plan."
Please complete the TX Dot Projecty

I don't live in Austin. But I visit Austin all the time, I like the city, and want it to continue to be a great place.
Also, I couldn't resist commenting, because your intro video is impressively dissonant. All the things that
people like about Austin are not I-35. All the things you said are great about Austin are not I-35. And yet, the
one thing you seem dedicated to doing is to make more I-35. Isn't this just a whole lot simpler than you make
it out to be? The more I-35, the less Austin there is to enjoy. So make less I-35.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.

And that's the truth, really, isn't it? Austin is great despite I-35, not because of it. I-35 is a source of pollution,
congestion, death, and general vehicular mayhem. As far as I can see, your proposal is mostly putting lipstick
on an already unpleasantly large and smelly pig, and then feeding the pig some more.
Perhaps I can appeal to your sense of legacy: people are going to look back on this project 20 years from now,
and see that it didn't reduce congestion. Mostly, they will that it just robbed a great city of more land for no
particular good, just like the last time I-35 was expanded.

447

Becca Schooler

9/6/2021

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Don't make Austin sad again: don't make more I-35.
Please reconsider this drastic action that would close many of our communities favorite spots! As an Austin
native of 20 years, this project would destroy many places that form our fabric as a city.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Becky Mueller

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.

I strongly oppose the proposal to widen I-35 by adding tunnels and additional lanes. It is an outdated plan that
has been proven to be ineffective and is a disaster for the environment.
I fully support an alternative that would connect Austin East to West and have Klyde-Warren inspired green
spaces that would have a positive impact on our city.
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I strongly support the improvements proposed by TXDOT for the IH 35 expansion. They are long overdue.
Please proceed with this much needed project.

See response to comment #7.

The proposed expansion is not effective and I do NOT support it at all. Use the money to invest in public
transit infrastructure to reduce dependence on 35. Expanding 35 will not improve anything in Austin at all and
will destroy businesses and housing where the expansion is planned. We need more businesses and housing,
not less.

See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I-35 expansion should not displace or destroy any home or business bordering the highway. Adding lanes is
not what the city of Austin wants. An emphasis on better public transit, more connected communities,
walkable sidewalks and streets, is what these communities need. Please involve east Austin in this discussion.
Fixing congestion by widening the highway will create more problems than it solves. We as taxpayers and
residents do not want a wider highway. Love your neighbor!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #8.
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[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]

See response to comment #685
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #13.

To whom it may concern:
On behalf of the Congress for the New Urbanism, a national nonprofit that champions walkable urbanism, I
would like to submit the following comments on the I-35 Capital Express Central Project.
Everyone in Austin agrees that Interstate 35 doesn’t work. The highway was built to act as a physical barrier
between downtown and communities of color in East Austin, and is the city’s most dangerous corridor for
pedestrians. It is clear that in its current form I-35 serves no one particularly well and as the Texas
Department of Transportation (TxDOT) considers what to do next, it needs to take any expansion of I-35
through Austin off the table and instead seriously study as part of its EIS the community-oriented alternatives
put forward by Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Downtown Austin Alliance and their benefits for the
quality of life for Austin residents.
456

Ben Curtis
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I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway footprint should be narrowed, as you
have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery.
A narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from
needless destruction.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #19.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

457

Ben Gudgel

9/9/2021

Email

458

Ben Holland

9/24/2021 Email

We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #82.
See response to comment #273.

Mr. Ferguson,
On behalf of RMI, Farm & City, Reconnect Austin, and NRDC, I'm submitting the following comments related
to TXDOT's plans to expand I-35.
Please let us know if you have any questions or comments. We welcome the opportunity to speak with you
about your proposal.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please tear IH35 down. It is a scar that runs through the heart of the city. If you have to do anything, bury it
all. Reconnect the city. Widening is a completely destructive option, serving only the road-building money
machine.

The recent plans to expand I35 in central, specifically Options 2 and 3, would have a hugely detrimental effect
on our neighborhood and are antithetical to our values of sustainability and inclusion. There is no room for a
super highway in Central Austin, and we should not be building 21-lane roads in the 21st century.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #6.

NO TO THIS PROPOSAL!
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

463

Ben Marshall

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Don’t expand I35, bury it and turn its surface into greenspace. Buy 130 and 183 for alternative public routes
across the city

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.

188

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

The proposed 35 expansion is too large and takes away too much land. There is not enough effort to include
other types of transportation and east west connectivity in downtown Austin. TXDOT must to a better job.

See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.
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I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am against the proposal to widen I35 through austin. Numerous examples have shown that widening
freeways increases travel times and congestion, it doesn't reduce them. While I do think HOV lanes are a good
idea, they can't come at the expense of destroying businesses and further dividing the city. The money would
be much better spent on a proper public transit system that will actually reduce congestion in the city and
serve all members of the community.
The title of this project is “mobility 35” not “more lanes 35” or “toll lanes 35” or “less traffic 35.” So, if we
really want to consider mobility, we should be seeing plans for how there will be less of this corridor
dedicated to the least efficient form of transportation—cars—and more dedication to mobility options and
efficiency from rail, busses, cycling, and walking. Then, we also should be considering how those mobility
options are more available when we don’t have a major roadway segregating our communities and taking up
valuable land that can be used for housing. I believe this is the time to be reducing our car infrastructure and
increasing our investment in transit and mobility projects that make this a better place to live. Not a better
place to drive through. (P.S. car and truck advocates got what they needed with SH-130. You want a faster
way to drive through Austin? Use it. If it isn’t getting used, then shame on the groups who advocated for it.
Let them figure out how to get more cars and trucks to use it. Don’t sacrifice more of our city’s land to this
car-first mindset.)

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #19.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Don’t expand, enlarge, or otherwise increase the size of 1-35. It should be removed from the map entirely.
Prioritize people over cars.

See response to comment #6.

I think the proposal is the worst possible choice of all the options that have been discussed. I would much
rather see more of the highway and new lanes buried or diverted away from the existing lanes. We can’t just
keep widening the highway in this part of town.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
I support this project. I-35 has long been overdue for a rehaul. Less exits downtown and longer merge lanes
are needed to ease congestion. Removing the confusing overhead bridges will also help

See response to comment #7.

I oppose the widening of lanes on I-35 through downtown Austin.

The Capital Express Central segment of I-35 is often ranked #1
on the state’s Most Congested Roadways list. We are working
to develop a feasible, constructable, and multi-modal plan to
improve the interstate while minimizing impacts to the Central
Texas region.
See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I understand that I-35 is a nightmare of a problem. I feel the best way to fix it is by not improving it, but by
encouraging other forms of travel. More public transportation (both busses and trains), more safe routes of
commute by bike and foot, and an awareness of potential carpool options is a more practical way to combat
the congestion on this interstate. Building more road will not improve traffic flow for only more people will
flock to this transit route and not look for alternatives. More construction will further the current problem of
congestion and have a devastating effect on the environment. Although it may not be in TxDOT's financial
interest, it is in the interest of the public good to abandon pouring more concrete across the land in a quixotic
attempt at personal comfort.
I believe that I-35 should, by all accounts, be buried in Austin. Not expanded.

See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #15.

Expanding highway lanes does not alleviate traffic congestion, and the money put towards lane expansion
could and should go towards expanding Austin's public transportation capacity. If we care about the longterm health of the city, we need to focus on proven alternative methods of preventing gridlock.

I-35 has also served as a historic redline between the predominately white west side of Austin, and the
predominately black/hispanic side of east Austin. By burying I-35, we can get rid of this redline and turn it into
boulevards. This would create copious amounts of space for new businesses to flourish, better economic
opportunities between the two sides of Austin, and even create opportunities to put down more housing.
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Highway projects are expensive, long, and tear apart communities. They don't prevent traffic. Let's reinvest
this money in real change.
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480

Benjamin Manwaring

Voicemail

My name is Benjamin Blackburn. MA, resident of Austin, Texas. Been here since I went to high school in the
nineties. I was wanting to voice my support of making the I-35 mainlanes subterranean, but I would urge that
the ability to cap and recreate usable space, such as park land, over the submerged lanes, is really in the longterm benefit of the community, and it's what we desire. Thank you.
As a 33-year resident of Austin, I think the current plan to expand I-35 by simply destroying homes and
businesses to widen the road shows a complete and total lack of imagination and vision.

See response to comment #7.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #160.

TxDOT must do better and be more daring.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Neighborhoods have been torn apart by I35 for decades. Any efforts to expand it should focus on connecting
neighborhoods and not further dividing them.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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The footprint of IH-35 should not increase. Keep all additional lanes underground. I don't care if it costs $100s
of millions of extra dollars, it is the right thing to do. Please do not perpetuate the racist divide that you
created. Now is the time to fix this problem, not make it worse.

See response to comment #15.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.

Good afternoon,
As a resident in the Windsor Park neighborhood who crosses IH-35 by bike each day to go to work, do
shopping, and see friends, the interstate is a barrier that separates me from where I'm frequently going.
During the design of the Capital Express Central project, I saw that, maybe, IH-35 would stay the same or
become easier to cross in early planning and had a lot of hope that my commute and travel would become
easier. Instead, the state DOT has reneged on that promise, making my and other Austinites' futures less
comfortable and more difficult.
Transportation is about linking together our city, but the idea that IH-35 would become even wider does
precisely the opposite. It would also take out places like Stars Cafe, where I've spent many afternoons with
friends enjoying the diner food, and the Days Inn that the City is trying to use as part of housing initiatives to
both comply with state law and support Austinites who need a leg up.
The 35 corridor has long been a scar, serving freight traffic that has no interest in our city and supporting the
growth of suburbs that don't have roots in our community. I support a dense Austin, which is why I voted for
Project Connect's ballot measure in 2020, helping to ensure transportation options for people like me, who
want to see an Austin ready to address traffic by recognizing that more cars can't fit in the street grid, no
matter how many lanes we add onto the freeway that gets them there. It's time for TxDOT to recognize our
decision and work together with us to build a world-class capitol city.
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Benjamin Winslow

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Benjamin Wu

9/20/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #8.

I don't understand why TxDOT is purposefully ignoring the communities desire for a more full and
comprehensive study of alternatives?
The current plan, involving seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than 140 local homes and businesses,
needs to be reconsidered. The fact that widening I35 won't likely fix the congestion it currently deals with
daily - that boggles my mind. We should be reinvesting this money into a more robust public transportation
system, not creating more environmental damage re: worsening air quality, noice, etc.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Have we learned nothing from the past?? Building a bigger highway through the middle of our city is not what
we need! It will only create a greater chasm dividing this city.

See response to comment #6.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas.
We support moving forward with the I-35 Capital Express Central design but respectfully request that the
project not preclude including tolled managed lanes in the future.
Texas needs more ways to manage the demand on its transportation system as we continue to experience
explosive growth.

487

Beth Carroll

9/22/2021 Email

Thank you so much for considering this request.
[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]
Dear TxDOT I-35 Cap Ex Central Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.

Please see attached and below for a memo from the Austin Outside coalition regarding community feedback
in I-35 Cap Ex Central.
September 22, 2021
To: TxDOT I-35 Cap Ex Central Project Team
From: Joanna Wolaver, Board President, Austin Outside
Re: I-35 Cap Ex Central Feedback
The mission of Austin Outside is to champion outdoor places for all throughout Greater Austin. We’re a
coalition of nonprofits and businesses who believe in the power of our collective impact.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

(Below is the text provided by Bike/Walk Austin, which I agree with. I would like to add... WTF is going on!??!?
You cannot. Cannot. Can NOT allow I-35 to morph into a 20 lane monstrosity! What happened to all of the
nifty plans where the highway would be buried but expanded, with green space and bike paths above?!?
Come on, now! Ugh.)
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

489

Beth McCracken

9/21/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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490

Beth Reyburn
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9/22/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

491

Beth Santiago

492

Beth Santiago

9/6/2021
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Meeting
Comment
Form
9/15/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensu
Don’t expand I35 with two lanes. That’s going to do absolutely nothing to alleviate the traffic, and it’s going to
devastate the homes and businesses that will be mowed down to make room. There has got to be a better
way.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ens
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Bethani Flores
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The problem statement describes a congestion problem. Why wouldn't reducing delay in a safe manner be
the primary purpose. The purpose and need is not reflective of the problem.

See response to comment #247.

Why wouldn't just add unrestricted use lanes be an option? HOV lanes or future toll lanes seem to complicate
the project, require more impacts to neighbors and are less effective at reducing congestion. In the
assessment does providing HOV lanes reduce travel? What is the supporting study if yes? Add equal capacity
option with unrestricted lane use to alternatives being carried forward.
Much discussion today is regarding Human centered transportation. There is much stated preference about,
pedestrians, transit and bikes. How is the revealed preference to utilize cars accounted for in determining
alternatives. Car preference is revealed by car use and user fees paid by car users. Consider how cars are just
as human centered. Cars are two tons of metal to meet government safety requirements and these have
shown great results in decreasing highway deaths over the past 50 years. Provide supporting justification if
you disagree.
The alternatives presented don't appear to provide more benefits, specifically delay reduction, than the costs
to build the project. Add an alternative that delivers more benefits than costs, specifically considering traffic
delay.
Safety should be placed in context. Statistic over emphasize crashes not major injuries and deaths due to
crashes. Emphasizing sidewalks and bike facilities on this high volume high speed road. Crossing of the
interstate should be safe, but moving bikes and walking to an adjacent parallel streets would be much safer.
What is the serious crash rate by time of day, day of the week, and considering how much traffic is walking or
driving at those times. How does considering the results of these impact the view of safety.
Are the frontage roads and crossing street ready to handle the predicted increased traffic. Will added ramps
from HOV lanes have a negative impact on frontage roads?

494

Bethany Leffingwell

9/9/2021

495

Bethany Weigl

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Please do not do anything to I-35. In my opinion that does not need to be modified currently

Federal regulations require that the purpose and need
statement “briefly specify the underlying purpose and need to
which the agency is responding in proposing the alternatives
including the proposed action.” TxDOT has revised the purpose
and need statement based on community feedback to further
emphasize safety. We are currently updating the design to
current design standards and focusing on what will improve
the road and facilities safety including:
• Improving east-west connectivity across I-35 with widened
bridges
• Proposing 20-inch buffers between bike/ped and vehicular
travel
• Utilizing bypass lanes that relieve frontage road intersection
congestion
• Including extra lanes between entry and exit ramps that will
reduce the conflicts in these weaving areas across the
Based on public and agency input and comments from Scoping
Meeting #1, TxDOT revised the project Purpose and Need
statement to incorporate a project purpose of enhancing
safety within the corridor. Criteria added to the safety
evaluation included; a summary of crash rates, crash severity,
and crash types, The Purpose and Need Technical Report
includes crash data, including safety related to bicyclists and
pedestrians, and may be viewed at:
https://my35capex.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/FinalPurpose-Need-Technical-Report.pdf.
See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Beverly Shaw

9/4/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

498

Bhuvanesh Bhatt

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am nearly ashamed of living in Austin after being a 35 year resident. Austin was once famous for historical
See response to comment #6.
thinking and responsible planning that made this community strategically comfortable with high quality of life.
The biggest issue feeding into the highway problem is the non- strategic thinking that densifying residential
living is progress. More people, more cars. More people has also increased property taxes pushing people like
myself into forced abandonment while at the same time current infrastructure is failing from lack of police to
broken sidewalks and streets. PLEASE stop adding to these problems and focus on fixing what is within these
highways. Stop raping the city earth only to promote more noise, more environmental destruction and
division between neighborhoods. I would trade the new value of my house for the older, more comfortable
state of living in a heartbeat. Please don’t suffocate what’s left.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
See response to comment #4.
I am writing to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of
the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

499

Bhuvanesh Bhatt

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

The truth at all educated city planners know is that you can never just build more lanes to get you out of
gridlock on the freeway. The cycle of Forever building more lanes only causes more congestion.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

501

Bill Davies

9/23/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
None of the remaining alternatives go far enough in removing I-35 as a dividing line through the center of
Austin. Any plan that does not either re-route I-35 and all of its through-traffic around the city and/or cap the
freeway and unify East Austin with the rest of the city grid would be a generational mistake. This decision will
define Austin for decades or generations to come. It is absolutely worth investing more money now to build
the city we want than to let the problems I-35 has caused linger on.
I do NOT support the planned transit train going up south congress

See response to comment #7.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #19.
Plans for transit along South Congess Avenue are not a part of
the I-35 Capital Express Central project.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
The harsh truth of the matter is that all
of us need to move from personal automobile transportation to public, walking, and bicycle transportation.
Widening I-35 just promotes the idea of increased car use. It is a step in the wrong direction.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Bill Krueger
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9/22/2021 Email

My1st preference for the project is that the entire I35 section through all of Austin be knocked down and
rerouted around the city. It should be replaced with a surface road, with protected bike lanes public
transportation express lanes and a subway.

Noting this is TX and with the priority to support the oil and gas industry and the need for cars, my 2nd
preference would be for the 8 mile stretch through downtown to be underground. You have taken this off the
table leaving your 2 current proposals completely unacceptable to me.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #7.

I write to give my enthusiastic approval of the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals
for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
It's about time we made the roads able to handle the traffic of one of the largest cities in the United States.
The false narrative of public transportation (which most people in Texas just *won't* use) has distracted from
the real needs of our city.
Somehow, reducing traffic lanes, adding bicycle lanes, and adding inconvenient trains that run at long
intervals and go to stops that are far from anyone's home or work, has only added to congestion.
Thank you for this project. Please keep it going.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values and benefit the real taxpayers of this city, not just the loudest people.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Bill Redd

9/22/2021 Email
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Bill Zapalac

9/9/2021
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Bill Zapalac

9/21/2021 Email
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Bill Zapalac

9/24/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by
TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.
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24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
517

BJ Heinley

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
TXDOT has failed the City of Austin by not listening to the community and what the community engagement
has proposed. The proposal of building a 20 lane highway that is 8 lanes wider than what is currently there is
not what Austin needs. There must be a rational more thoughtful approach than widening the highway.
Creating more of a gap between the East and West of I35 is not going to improve the traffic circulation East
and West, for cars, pedestrians, bikes, future bus and rail. The two options proposed submerge the highway
so you don’t see it, but does not fully cap the highway so it becomes just another barrier through the city.
Only providing bridges to stitch the roads over the highway is a less than good option, it’s a bad option, and in
the Captial city of Texas, we deserve a better solution. We deserve the best option possible for the people.
Again, there is clearly a community-developed alternative that caps all of I-35 from Ceasar Chavez to Airport,
and populates that space with a walkable/traversable greenway that would reduce the heat island effect,
provide more pedestrian-friendly appropriate spaces, for bikes and walkways for the citizens of Austin.
Reiterate my thoughts, neither option that TXDOT is proposing is a good option. They need to formally look at
and respond to (or adopt) the RECONNECT AUSTIN I-35 Cap plan. I, along with many other Austinites I have
talked to, would prefer this covering of the highway, over a widening of I-35 -- especially downtown -- in the
city Urban Core. Thank you.

See response to comment #33
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I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion
of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the strong options that are on the table for expansion. It is important to move forward with one
of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through downtown can occur and keep Austin
moving.
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This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
This project will significantly improve the future of Austin for both existing residents and those who will
continue to move here. If we don’t continue down this path to address the I-35 congestion in downtown, it
will be a detriment to Austin’s continued growth and create significant challenges to creating a safe &
enjoyable commute. This will be a great community benefit down the road.
Enough of the bullshit expansion of highways. It’s time to get your heads out of your asses and stop
embarrassing yourselves and Texans at large. Highway expansion is not the answer. Increased public transit to
reduce the number of single occupancy vehicles is. Get it together, you’re supposed to be intelligent forward
thinking individuals. Time to act like it.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I've seen in my lifetime numerous versions of this same exact problem, that of a small road, that turns into a
big road, that turns into an ever larger freeway, that then gets ever larger, because the traffic will fill up these
giant freeways every time. I strongly oppose all of the designs that TxDOT has provided, mainly due to their
lack of true public input and then acting on that public input, not just building whatever they wanted to to
begin with.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.
On behalf of Texas Disposal Systems, Inc. I want to express our support for TxDOT's plan to modify IH-35
through central Austin to improve mobility through Austin. As heavy users of IH-35 for our business, it is
vitally important that changes be made to improve the flow of traffic on IH-35. We stand in support of TxDOT
Alternative 2 or 3, as this will improve our ability to provide service to our customers throughout Austin in a
safe and efficient manner. The proposed improvements will not only increase the ability for traffic to flow
through Austin, but will also reduce the risk of serious accidents resulting from the current congestion issues
on the roadway. Our trucks and employees utilize IH-35 on a daily basis, and lose countless hours of time
while sitting in traffic. We encourage TxDOT to proceed with one of the favored Alternatives as soon as
possible in order to alleviate the current issues faced on Austin's main roadway. We also oppose any efforts to
convert IH-35 to a local roadway or to eliminate the roadway altogether, as has been suggested by some. IH35 is a vital corridor of industry and business throughout Austin and Texas and beyond. As the most congested

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.
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segment of IH-35 across the United States, it is past time for the issues to be addressed and improvements to
be made. We stand in support of TxDOT and the proposed improvements to IH-35.
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On behalf of Texas Landfill Management, LLC I want to express our support for TxDOT's plan to modify IH-35
through central Austin to improve mobility through Austin. As heavy users of IH-35 for our business, it is
vitally important that changes be made to improve the flow of traffic on IH-35. We stand in support of TxDOT
Alternative 2 or 3, as this will improve our ability to provide service to our customers throughout Austin in a
safe and efficient manner. The proposed improvements will not only increase the ability for traffic to flow
through Austin, but will also reduce the risk of serious accidents resulting from the current congestion issues
on the roadway. Our trucks and employees utilize IH-35 on a daily basis, and lose countless hours of time
while sitting in traffic. We encourage TxDOT to proceed with one of the favored Alternatives as soon as
possible in order to alleviate the current issues faced on Austin's main roadway. We also oppose any efforts to
convert IH-35 to a local roadway or to eliminate the roadway altogether, as has been suggested by some. IH35 is a vital corridor of industry and business throughout Austin and Texas and beyond. As the most congested
segment of IH-35 across the United States, it is past time for the issues to be addressed and improvements to
be made. We stand in support of TxDOT and the proposed improvements to IH-35.
On behalf of Texas Disposal Systems Landfill, Inc. I want to express our support for TxDOT's plan to modify IH35 through central Austin to improve mobility through Austin. As heavy users of IH-35 for our business, it is
vitally important that changes be made to improve the flow of traffic on IH-35. We stand in support of TxDOT
Alternative 2 or 3, as this will improve our ability to provide service to our customers throughout Austin in a
safe and efficient manner. The proposed improvements will not only increase the ability for traffic to flow
through Austin, but will also reduce the risk of serious accidents resulting from the current congestion issues
on the roadway. Our trucks and employees utilize IH-35 on a daily basis, and lose countless hours of time
while sitting in traffic. We encourage TxDOT to proceed with one of the favored Alternatives as soon as
possible in order to alleviate the current issues faced on Austin's main roadway. We also oppose any efforts to
convert IH-35 to a local roadway or to eliminate the roadway altogether, as has been suggested by some. IH35 is a vital corridor of industry and business throughout Austin and Texas and beyond. As the most congested
segment of IH-35 across the United States, it is past time for the issues to be addressed and improvements to
be made. We stand in support of TxDOT and the proposed improvements to IH-35.
On behalf of TDS Excavation Services, LLC I want to express our support for TxDOT's plan to modify IH-35
through central Austin to improve mobility through Austin. As heavy users of IH-35 for our business, it is
vitally important that changes be made to improve the flow of traffic on IH-35. We stand in support of TxDOT
Alternative 2 or 3, as this will improve our ability to provide service to our customers throughout Austin in a
safe and efficient manner. The proposed improvements will not only increase the ability for traffic to flow
through Austin, but will also reduce the risk of serious accidents resulting from the current congestion issues
on the roadway. Our trucks and employees utilize IH-35 on a daily basis, and lose countless hours of time
while sitting in traffic. We encourage TxDOT to proceed with one of the favored Alternatives as soon as
possible in order to alleviate the current issues faced on Austin's main roadway. We also oppose any efforts to
convert IH-35 to a local roadway or to eliminate the roadway altogether, as has been suggested by some. IH35 is a vital corridor of industry and business throughout Austin and Texas and beyond. As the most congested

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.
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segment of IH-35 across the United States, it is past time for the issues to be addressed and improvements to
be made. We stand in support of TxDOT and the proposed improvements to IH-35.
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On behalf of Texas Disposal Systems, Inc. I want to express our support for TxDOT's plan to modify IH-35
through central Austin to improve mobility through Austin. As heavy users of IH-35 for our business, it is
vitally important that changes be made to improve the flow of traffic on IH-35. We stand in support of TxDOT
Alternative 2 or 3, as this will improve our ability to provide service to our customers throughout Austin in a
safe and efficient manner. The proposed improvements will not only increase the ability for traffic to flow
through Austin, but will also reduce the risk of serious accidents resulting from the current congestion issues
on the roadway. Our trucks and employees utilize IH-35 on a daily basis, and lose countless hours of time
while sitting in traffic. We encourage TxDOT to proceed with one of the favored Alternatives as soon as
possible in order to alleviate the current issues faced on Austin's main roadway. We also oppose any efforts to
convert IH-35 to a local roadway or to eliminate the roadway altogether, as has been suggested by some. IH35 is a vital corridor of industry and business throughout Austin and Texas and beyond. As the most congested
segment of IH-35 across the United States, it is past time for the issues to be addressed and improvements to
be made. We stand in support of TxDOT and the proposed improvements to IH-35.

See response to comment #7.
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Texas Disposal Systems, Inc.
How much would traffic on I-35 through Austin be reduced by making the 130 bypass toll free? My
suggestion would be to do what it takes (buy-out) 130 and make it toll free and just fix what's needed on I-35
to make it "safe." If necessary for traffic reduction on I-35, incentivize 130 use by tolling traffic on I-35 that
could have used 130 efficiently instead of I-35 through Austin, but certainly not local I-35 traffic.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #7.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Don’t widen I-35. Work with the City of Austin and Travis County on making the road safer and diverting
traffic onto outer loops.

See response to comment #7.

I strongly oppose widening I-35 and support re-consideration of Build Alternative 1. I support the Reconnect
Austin & Urban Land Institute proposals, and strongly desire burying and capping I-35 through Central Austin.
Widening I-35 will only serve to encourage increased vehicle transportation, while alternative proposals
aimed at creating a boulevard experience with more east-west routes would encourage an increase in
alternative modes of transportation.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #271.
See response to comment #13.
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Thank you for your service to our city during this challenging and pivotal time.
Please do not do this. Everyone knows that expanding highways does nothing to combat traffic. On the other
hand, you will displace actual living humans with this ridiculous project. It makes me wonder who is paying
you to do this, since it really boils down to our government officials being in the pockets of business.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #6.

I35 is already an agent of segregation, and nobody likes it. Please don’t make it worse.
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I strongly oppose expanding i-35. Highways do not belong in the middle of cities. I support the reconnect
austin idea of burying and capping the highway.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
We have to look to the future we want to have, not planning ideas based on our inequitable history. The only
way forward is one that stitches the city back together. Setting up the option for locally-funded capping
creates so much potential for taxable high-rises (great for the economy), greenspace (great for our people),
and healing (non-negotiable for our community).

See response to comment #7.

Please take community input and modern urban-planning data more seriously to design a project that focuses
on community space. We can learn from other states and cities that have created efficiencies in their
highways by going underground and building green space above. It can be done and has been done in Texas.
Any design that does not start from wellness (instead using the outdated throughput as a metric) is based in
outdated thinking that does not serve Texas citizens. Serve the Texas citizens who live in Austin, please.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #7.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I oppose the plan to widen/expand I-35 in Austin. I fear the damage done to the neighborhoods and
businesses that will be destroyed to expand the highway. I also fear the more widespread damage done to the
east side in general by further separating it from the rest of the city. I also do not believe expanding the
highway will help reduce congestion (due to the phenomenon of induced demand). I believe we should be
moving away from personal vehicles in general, and an expansion of I-35 will encourage continued reliance on
personal vehicles. The community has called upon TxDOT to shrink the footprint of I-35 but the current plan
calls for a larger footprint. Please revise the plan and take into consideration the wishes and values of the
community.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #4.

Austin would be better served by further investing in clean public transit such as electric trams, bus stops
covered from the sun, and protected lanes for cycling to name just a few.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
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Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I implore you to not go forward with this or any plan that relies on adding more lanes to I-35 as a salve to
See response to comment #6.
issues there. Simply widening a highway leads to induced demand - worsening traffic and negatively impacting See response to comment #273.
the community that lives and works near the road.
See response to comment #33.

There are multiple alternative plans such as the one created by Reconnect Austin that serve to address the
problems of I-35 while also protecting the health, safety, and quality of life of those worst affected, in
addition to creating economic opportunities left unrealized by the default plan.
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Do not make a multi-generational mistake by proceeding with the highway widening plan. Cap, bury, and fix
the decades-old problems created by I-35.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #13.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
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I support the CAP & STITCH method that will connect the community, improve safety and mobility in the area
and enhance business and commerce. That said, find innovative ways for 35 to NOT be a parking lot and a
death trap. Please limit the amount of semi trucks that have no need for downtown access.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

214

No.

Commenter Name

552

Brain West

Entry
Source
Date
9/24/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #30.

Hello,
I'm writing you to register my opposition to the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) proposals for I35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
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Expanding a crowded interstate will do nothing but displace residents and business, further entrench Austin's
East-West divide, end up generating far greater traffic, and ultimately be far worse for the environment. In a
time when we all know that radical measures need to be taken to deal with global warming, we should not be
doubling down on car-centered modes of transportation. No funding should be given to expanding car
capacity through Austin. Please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin
and community plans, goals, and values.
As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I implore you to design a better solution than widening the I-35 corridor.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #8.

If you proceed with plans as designed now, you will destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their
quality childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. Escuelita has been a central part of our family
and is unique in the care that they provide.

The need for traffic control is not new and as Austin is swiftly growing, something needs to be done. I am from
Denver, Colorado and the light rail system they have is sprawling and very effective.
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I cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
As a homeowner located in Central Austin near I-35, I am interested in the success of the project both to see
the city prosper and for improved traffic flow in the area.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

However, I have very serious doubts regarding the plans being proposed by the state for the I-35 corridor
between downtown and Airport Blvd. This corridor passes through a very dense section of Austin, with
businesses and homes already established on either side of the current right-of-way. It’s a vibrant
community, with apartments, homes, and businesses on either side of the interstate connected despite the
physical divide imposed by the highway.

I am strongly opposed to any plans that would expand the physical footprint of I-35 through Central Austin,
such as the currently favored redevelopment plan by the state. This plan would widen the interstate through
one of the densest parts of Austin, without respect for the impact on the surrounding community. Although
it’s cheaper than the City of Austin’s favored plan which would maintain the interstate’s current physical
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footprint by building underground, the state’s plan would externalize the costs onto the surrounding
community - we would face more pollution, noise, and be further separated on either side of the I-35 divide.

At a time when cities around the country are reevaluating their downtown highways and tearing them down
to improve pedestrian and non-car transportation, TxDOT is instead choosing to repeat the same mistakes
planners have been making with highway design for over a half-century.

I strongly urge TxDOT to reevaluate their plans - it’s possible to both improve I-35 throughput through Central
Austin *and* enhance the surrounding community. The impact of this will outlive all of us, so I would very
much appreciate if the state could work with the city on this once in a generation opportunity.

555

Brandon Epstein

8/10/2021 Public
Meeting

This highway expansion is the wrong solution to congestion. Evidence from previous highway widening and
lane expansion projects indicates that ridership increases commensurate with capacity increase, resulting in
the same levels of gridlock except with more drivers. It would be one thing if that were the only problem with
the plan, but that increased riders hop in itself means more carbon emissions. Considering the quite
disgusting recent reports indicating that abatement of catastrophic climate change will require significant
decarbonization – ad the fact that Texas’ on-road transportation system alone contributes almost as much in
GHG emissions as the entire country of Bangladesh (175 vs. 200 megatons CO2, equivalent, per 2017
numbers), a country 6 times its size – this proposal will indeed take us in the opposite direction. Reconnect
Austin, Rethink35 have more workable alternatives that preserve space from highway expansion, but we must
also 1. Expand public transit options, in the spirit of Project Connect and 2. Put a price on card track wage with
carbon pricing, tolls, mileage taxes. This will abate congestion while improving connectivity. Failure to do so is
tantamount to pouring gasoline on a bonfire.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #8.

556

Brandon Harder

9/9/2021

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin and/or
Rethink35. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's
proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be independently studied and should
address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life,
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economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

557

Brandon Jebens

9/23/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

558

Brandon Kraft

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
While I support TxDOT improving IH-35 in Central Austin, I do not want to see local businesses or residents
impacted to the degree shown in the current schematics.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #19.

While the decks are problematic, there are bound to be ways to increase capacity vertically without increasing
the footprint horizontally.
Additionally, I encourage TxDOT to continue to explore capacity mitigation through increased use of SH 130
for interregional traffic.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
As a resident less than a mile from IH-35 in the impacted section, this plan looks to remove several businesses
I patronize, including the preschool I've sent five kids to and have one more to go.

560

Brandon Mulder

9/9/2021

Email

It creates a larger division through the middle of Austin. There are other solutions out there to account for
transportation needs while better serving the community.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. I would have expected that we as a nation would have learned by now
about the blight that highways have cast our urban centers. There is absolutely no reason the main traffic
thoroughfare should go directly through the city. We need walkability, we need better mass transit, we need
better biking infrastructure, not more high-capacity roads.
Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger. Please foster Austin's community,
connectivity, and accessibility, yes - at the cost of a convenient highway thoroughfare. Please also hold TxDOT
to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to seriously consider
meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban
Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that strengthen our communities, not cut them deeper. All alternatives
should be independently studied and should address transportation sustainability - economic, equality, as
well as environmental - and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

562

Brandon Tolany

9/14/2021 Email

Lastly, please ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

563

Brandy Anderson

9/22/2021 Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

564

Brandy Savarese

9/10/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I live in the Cherrywood neighborhood; our western edge is more than 1/8 of the CapEx central segment.
Homes in my residential neighborhood are as little as one lot away from I-35 (including mine). These homes
were built before the highway and residents have endured the negative conditions created by I-35 for
decades: noise pollution, air pollution, and blighted commercial properties along the frontage road.
I am appalled that the City of Austin would allow TxDOT to widen the chasm that separates east and west
Austin, especially adjacent to RESIDENTIAL neighborhoods in the center of the city. How dare you prioritize
the bachelor-party-Disneyland of Downtown by facilitating caps and stitches there but not applying those
improvements in neighborhoods where your constituents reside? Cherrywood and other central
neighborhoods feel overlooked by city representatives in the application of meaningful improvements to I-35
for RESIDENTS of Austin. We know TxDOT does not represent our interests but you do! It's time for city
officials to step up and represent those of us who live and vote here.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

220

No.

Commenter Name

565

Brandy Savarese

Entry
Source
Date
9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Comment

Response

TxDOT must stand by its commitment to "no, higher. no wider."

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #1996.

It is entirely disingenuous to present an alternative (and the alternative that any TxDOT employee must know
will be the most appealing) and immediately remove it from consideration. How is this equitable? How is this
giving residents and impacted persons any opportunity to explore and work through those design options?

I live in the Cherrywood neighborhood, whose western edge is more than 1/8 of the CapEx central segment.
Homes in my residential neighborhood are as little as one lot away from I-35 (including mine). These homes
were built before the highway and residents have endured the negative conditions created by I-35 for
decades: noise pollution, air pollution, and blighted commercial properties along the frontage road. I am
appalled that TxDOT would widen the canyon that separates east and west Austin, especially adjacent to
RESIDENTIAL neighborhoods in the center of the city, and perpetuate the racial divide that the highway
initially represented. Cherrywood and other central neighborhoods demand the application of meaningful
improvements to I-35 for RESIDENTS of Austin.

The entire length of the central segment deserves the same treatment as downtown and the same
preparation and construction to allow for and facilitate capping of the roadway to heal the scar and reconnect
Austin's urban fabric. Whether this is bidirectional frontage roads along one side and a cap on the other or a
fully depressed roadway that is built for capping, the full length of the central segment must receive the same
design considerations as the downtown segment.

Frontage roads in the central segment must be designed according to City of Austin urban streets. The central
segment is not a suburban corridor and must not be treated as such. Design speeds must be lowered, multimodal access must be facilitated, and the character of the streets must be considered.

566

Brant Bingamon

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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I'm against both of the TXDOT alternatives, as I suspect most Austinites are. Please go back to the drawing
board or use some of the ideas you first proposed, like burying I35.

Current frontage road posted speeds within the project area
range between 40-50 mph. Posted speeds are determined
once construction is complete. For all proposed build
alternatives, TxDOT is lowering frontage road speeds to
35mph.
TxDOT routinely evaluates the design guidance, which includes
design speed, and must comply with federal and state
standards for highway design, including TxDOT’s Roadway
Design Manual, the AASHTO Policy on Geometric Design of
Highways and Streets and the Texas Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices.
Design speed is used explicitly for determining minimum
values for road design, such as horizontal curve radius and
sight distance based on the roadway function and
classification. Roadway geometric design features such as
cross-section elements, lane widths, shoulder width, etc., are
determined based on the road function and safety in relation
to the design speed.
The posted speed limit is normally set at the nearest value to
the 85th percentile speed ending in 5 or 0 of the observed
speed of a group of vehicles traveling on a section of road. City
governments and TxDOT must conduct traffic and engineering
studies according to requirements outlined in TxDOT's
publication, Procedures for Establishing Speed Zones, when
setting a speed limit on the state highway system.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

568

Brenda Adams

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Impressive plans but if we want to join the 21st century then the goal shouldn't be to efficiently move more
cars but to get more cars off the road. The most efficient way to improve congestion would be to keep cars
off the road in the first place. The majority of these funds should go towards improving our public
transportation infrastructure.
I oppose plans to increase the width or height of I-35’s footprint. The proposed TXDOT plan will not
meaningfully address congestion, will displace residents and businesses, and most worryingly will commit
funding to expand high-emission car travel instead of properly pursuing cleaner modes of transportation.

See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.
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I strongly oppose TxDOT’s current process and plans and I do not support TxDOT carrying Alternatives 2 and 3
into the Draft Environmental Impact Statement without substantial revision.

See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #13.

TxDOT must substantially amend both its process and its designs in order to provide meaningful opportunity
for stakeholder engagement. Alternatives 2 and 3 are practically identical; meanwhile, Alternative 1, which
would substantially limit expansion of the right-of-way, has been removed from study before the public could
even comment on it. TxDOT’s alternatives may follow the letter of the NEPA process, but they certainly do not
meet its spirit or purpose.
Instead, TxDOT has put to the public a massively expanded IH-35, a project which will inflict substantial harm
on central Austin neighborhoods, worsen the east-west divide, and contribute to global harm, even as the UN
warned this week that we need “decisive action now to avert climate catastrophe”.
Alternatives 2 and 3 illustrate an expansion that will induce dramatically more vehicle trips through the center
of Austin--increasing emissions, degrading air quality, exacerbating human health conditions such as asthma,
and ignoring Austin’s Community Climate Plan target of net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. They will
also negatively impact park land by increasing the impervious cover over Lady Bird Lake and The Roy and Ann
Butler Hike and Bike Trail.
This expansion will result in up to 142 displacements--more than a third of which are minority or low-income-and consume up to 32 acres of central Austin. It will increase pedestrian crossing distances but does not
provide any new crossings outside of downtown that would connect communities, improve accessibility, and
allow safe crossings where people need them.
None of the alternatives provide physical protection for pedestrians and bicyclists from vehicles; however,
they all include frontage roads up to four lanes wide--which encourages more speed and crashes. They also
show raised and tunneled crossings that impair accessibility, lengthen walking distances, and create
indefensible and unattractive places that treat pedestrians and bicyclists as second-class citizens. Frontage
roads should behave like part of the city street grid, and be appropriately designed to be attractive, walkable,
safe places.
Overwhelmingly, TxDOT’s plans show a lack of understanding of the urban character of neighborhoods in the
Central Segment. The alternatives include designs, such as at Airport Boulevard, that are openly hostile to
pedestrians and inappropriate for use in urban areas. Instead, the innovative thinking of cantilevering
frontage roads, utilizing the boulevard configuration, providing for lid or “cap” opportunities, and fully
lowering main lanes and managed lanes should be employed throughout the entire Central Segment.
Getting this project right is critical for the generation that will follow us. While I support investment in
improving IH-35, including removing the upper decks, TxDOT’s current proposals have a long way to go
toward providing a project that improves the lives of central Austin residents. It is past time we thought of
this project more broadly than increasing throughput through the center of the city. I look forward to TxDOT
working with the community—including directly responding to the many legitimate concerns that are being
documented in this environmental process—to see that this project improves safety, accessibility, and health
for our communities and people who live and work along IH-35.
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Additional Comments on Alternatives and Process:
• Ensure all pedestrian and bicycle crossings are at-grade; Remove tunneled pedestrian crossings from all
designs and remove elevated pedestrian crossing at E. 53rd ½ Street and replace with an at-grade crossing.
• Provide additional at-grade crossings, including at E. 41stst Street/Wilshire Boulevard, Concordia Avenue,
Philomena Street, and Reinli Street; coordinate with the community on ramp placement if necessary.
• Utilize cantilevered two-way “boulevard” concept for all frontage lanes between downtown and Airport
Boulevard to minimize land acquisition and the overall width of the curb to curb cross-section of the highway.
• Fully lower main lanes and managed lanes within the entire Central Segment, including between Airport
Boulevard and 290.
• Utilize 35 mph (or lower) design speeds on all frontage roads within the entire Central Segment and
maintain a maximum of two lanes of travel in each direction.
• Remove the Single Point Urban Interchange (SPUI) at Airport Boulevard and replace with more compact
intersection (see E. Riverside Drive for reference).
• Revise clear zone standards to allow for street trees to be planted in right-of-way between the back of curb
and pedestrian/bicycle paths; ensure pedestrian and bicycle paths are physically separated from the back of
curb
• Explore a bi-directional cycle track on one side of the right-of-way as an alternative to the shared use paths
on both sides.
• Study a tunnel concept below Lady Bird Lake.
• Work with the City of Austin to expand study of lid opportunities within the entire Central Segment,
especially between Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and 51st Street.
• Work with the City of Austin to identify green stormwater infrastructure opportunities within or near the
right-of-way, including rain gardens.
• Work with the City of Austin to create a long-term plan for the phased retirement of IH-35 through central
Austin and the re-designation of existing limited access arterials to re-route the interstate out of downtown.
• Engage the community directly to explore trade-offs of design alternatives, including alternatives not
currently provided by TxDOT; at a minimum, TxDOT should engage in working sessions with the Our Future 35
working group and the North Central I-35 Neighborhood Coalition (NCINC).
Brendan Wittstruck
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[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.

Dear Mr. Williams, Mrs. Fraser, Mr. Ferguson and Mrs. Rife,
Over the past year and through the current public comment period for the Capitol Express Central project, the
North Central I-35 Neighborhood Coalition has continued our work sharing information about IH-35 plans
with central Austin residents and businesses and acting on behalf of our member neighborhoods in providing
feedback to TxDOT on this important project.
We reiterate our support for the removal of the upper decks and lowering of main lanes through much of the
Central Segment. These design elements represent an improvement over the existing IH-35 that will improve
the quality of life for nearby residents.
However, representatives of our member neighborhoods have broadly agreed that the plans as provided do
too little to address and mitigate the negative impacts of the expansion of IH-35 on central Austin
neighborhoods. Of particular concern to our members is the exorbitant acquisition of property within our
member neighborhoods. We are also disappointed to see the “decks” area of the Central Segment not receive
the same level of innovation that is being discussed in the downtown area. TxDOT has provided design
solutions that do not respond appropriately to the current urban character of central Austin neighborhoods.
This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to recreate IH-35 in a manner that supports walkable, safe, and
attractive neighborhoods and better connects neighborhoods to each other, and the two design alternatives
remaining under consideration fall short of this goal.
We repeat our frustration that the public comment periods and engagement are insufficient for a project of
this scale and impact on adjacent communities. As of this writing, only four of our twelve member
neighborhoods have been able to provide formal feedback during this public comment period. We were also
surprised at District Engineer Ferguson’s recent remark to the Travis County Commissioner’s Court that TxDOT
has engaged with local residents on trade-offs of removing the upper decks; NCINC has not been invited to
participate in any such discussions of trade-offs, though we would welcome the opportunity to do so.
As presented, the project TxDOT has brought to the public will inflict avoidable harm on north central
neighborhoods and does not address repeated requests to better connect neighbors and mitigate the impact
of IH-35 on nearby residents. The benefits of this investment in IH-35 are outweighed by the shortcomings of
current plans to address the reasonable needs and requests of our member neighborhoods.
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Therefore, NCINC does not endorse or support Alternatives 2 or 3 in their current form. We formally request
that TxDOT immediately engage specifically with our member neighborhoods through NCINC to create a
forum for a dialogue on design alternatives and potential trade-offs that support our community needs for
this project.
Alternatives that reduce the number of raised roads and ramps is preferable. For example the renderings of
Airport Blvd in alternative 3 and Woodland Dr in alternative 2 reduce the number of overheard roads/ramps.
Also, landscaping native plants into the plans is something I’d like to see. Can you use trees and shrubs to
reduce the amount of visible concrete and create natural shade on the service roads to reduce heat emitting
from the pavement?

To celebrate Austin’s cultural and community diversity, TxDOT
has launched Live35, an aesthetic design program in
partnership with the City of Austin for the I-35 Capital Express
Central project. The goal is to gain community input to help
identify design elements for cross streets and east-west
connections that resonate with Austinites and reflect the
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Austin community. TxDOT will also work with the community
to develop materials and gather feedback on outreach and
engagement strategies.
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Brent Baldwin

9/13/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Widening I-35 is a band-aid solution, kicking the proverbial can down the road no more than a decade. Please
reconsider this I’ll-advised route, and invest in public transportation and less car-based infrastructure. Don’t
Houston our Austin.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Brett Grau

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I really believe we need to look at the benefits of a greenscape connecting downtown and east - similar to
what Boston did.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
No wider! No higher! Stitch Austin together

It’s very disappointing to see the cut and cap portion of this project removed at this time. TXDOT should poll
Austinites on their willingness to cover capping costs and leave that open for consideration.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #13.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

583

Brian Byrd

9/20/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commission:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is a central thoroughfare in the State, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by
TxDOT.
I-35 through Austin is one of the most congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. This outdated
roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to
transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and
immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Hello, I'd like to shine a spotlight on a potential problems with the expansion of IH-35 through central Austin.
I've been living in Austin since 1998. I fully and whole-heartedly agree that IH-35 should be transformed, but I
don't think that should come at the expense and relocation of businesses and communities that line the
frontage road. My wife and I have a four-year-old daughter and we are about to welcome our second baby
later this year. Our daughter attends Escuelita Del Alma, which is located along the frontage road at IH-35 and
32nd St. We love this little school and they have been through so much this past year and a half with the
challenges that we have all faced with COVID-19 pandemic. They have persevered through this time and their
financial struggles and have been able to provide a safe place for our children. Knowing how tight their
finances have been, they will not be able to sustain a relocation and will have to shut down. That would be

See response to comment #160.
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devastating for the families and children who count on and trust this school. If there is an alternative to
relocating Escuelita Del Alma, I would be in favor of the plans. But Escuelita is an institution in Austin. They've
already had to move from 3rd St. & Congress Ave. in the early 2000s to make room for a hotel. Please don't
force this business into non-existence.
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Build the 35 expansion. Should have been done years ago, when the construction impact would have been
less. But TxDOT missed that boat.

See response to comment #7.

Also, build an iconic bridge over Lady Bird Lake. This great city need it.
This project is a stupid, overpriced boondoggle. The last thing we need is MORE highways. We need LESS.
Nobody in Austin wants this, we want functional public transit, there is plenty of roadway already

See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please do not let the loud minority who want bicycles as the major mode of transportation change your
decision. I-35 needs more lanes however you can make it happen. Reimburse the lost businesses fairly and if
their product is decent, they should be able to relocate with the buyout cash.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

593

Brian Landry

9/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
It is unethical and reproachable to displace so many residents and local businesses, especially for little to no
gain for the city as a whole.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #6.

This money would be better invested in alternative transit options to improve public transit, bicycle facilities,
and safe pedestrian paths.

We do not need more lanes on I-35, increasing the number of cars stuck in traffic everyday, polluting our city
and further impacting our global climate.

Highway widening is shown to do very little if anything at all to decrease congestion, so I and many others do
not feel that this project will benefit the citizens of Austin in the long term.

In the short term (likely multiple years), congestion will only be worse and accidents will increase due to the
project.
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Be more forward thinking and invest our money in something more useful and less harmful.
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Any plan that widens the highway is a bad idea. It will just draw in more traffic. Please focus on providing
alternatives to I-35 rather than making it bigger for more cars, more exhaust, and more pollution.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Hi there,

See response to comment #6.

I’ve followed TxDOT’s I-35 Project in Austin, and reviewed the latest proposals being shown at Huston
TIllotson tonight.
My public comment, as a fellow traffic engineer:
It’s hard to comprehend why we’re here talking about how to massively expand the capacity of I-35 through
the heart of Austin when the following realities are also true:
1. The IPCC’s 2021 Climate Report calls for implementing a “zero emissions” environment “immediately” in
order to avoid the worst impacts of climate change during our lifetimes
2. Dozens of credible studies dating back to the 1960s showing that increasing highway capacity does not
solve traffic (see: induced demand)
3. The City of Austin actively trying to diversify transportation mode share (decreasing vehicle driving while
increasing transit, walking, cycling) in order to better support sustainable growth
4. I-35 having a racist history of dividing whites and blacks in Austin, and decades of advocacy work to reduce
the barriers between east and west Austin
5. Multiple national entities demonstrating why urban highways have no future, and the US Dept of
Transportation beginning to fund the demolition of urban freeways
6. The reality that walkable, dense cities with few cars are what city planners see as a successful model for
21st century cities looking like globally in a climate change/zero emissions environment
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Without getting into any of the details - I can’t understand, at this high level, why we’re even considering
spending billions to expand a freeway given the realities mentioned above.
We should be discussing how to remove I-35 from the central city, not expand it, or at least discuss the option
to do nothing.
Anything else is simply illogical, and ultimately a shame.
How do your current proposals and alternatives support a safer, denser, more connected city, in the zero
emissions environment we're aiming for by 2030?

See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #30.

If you can prove to me that they do, I'm happy to support. Until then, I think your current proposals are
essentially social and environmental terrorism.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I'd like my representative (Kathie Tovo) or someone else from City Council to explain why we’re even
entertaining a massive I-35 expansion - which will incentivize car use, induce sprawl, and increase vehicle
miles traveled (VMT) (not my opinion - this is common, academic knowledge) - while at the same time
expediting “zero emissions” goals. These goals are fully at odds... how can we possibly pursue both? This
would be like building an enormous donut factory while trying to get people to stop eating donuts.
Moreover, as Austin Politics' Jack Craver recently pointed out, traffic volumes on I-35 haven't changed in the
past 20 years. That means, while TxDOT (who's incentivized to inflate projections in order to win funding) says
there will be 150,000 more vehicles on I-35 by 2045, there's no data from this century that supports that
projection.
Finally, design dictates behavior. If you build a city for cars, you get cars. If you build a donut shop, you get
people eating donuts. If we're trying to reduce VMT and increase other more sustainable forms of
transportation (transit, walking, biking), why would we design a massive highway for cars right through the
city? That will, literally, as it has before, produce the same result: more cars, more traffic, more pollution, etc.
The city of Copenhagen recently built out 50 km of bike infrastructure for commuters, with excellent results. It
cost $5 million. We're considering spending $8 *billion* on an I-35 expansion with no provable impact.
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Just imagine what we could do instead. We get to decide.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am a CEO of a local company that has business locations all along the I-35 corridor. Our staff and our
customers need to see this improvement process started as soon as possible. This is such a key corridor for
our community, I hope a quick decision will be made on one of the options so we can move forward. We can't
afford more delays on this effort! Thank you
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.
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It is clear that community alternatives were not evaluated in good faith. There is no reason that any thru
traffic needs to go through Austin's urban core when 130 exists. Remove tolls from 130, redesignate it as I-35,
and give the ROW back to the city of Austin.

See response to comment #19.

A better utilization of our money would be expanding alternative means of transportation (train, bus,
walk/bike paths).

See response to comment #8.

We’re wasting money widening our roads and not diversifying transportation.

Considering I-35 is a major interstate route, we should turn it into a toll road to collect revenue from all the
people that use the road instead of relying solely on Austinites to fund it.
I am writing today to express my support for the I-35 expansion plan. I ask that you reject any efforts by
radical activist anti-liberal regressive city council members from thwarting progress towards more lane
capacity.
I would like to register my opposition to the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) proposals for I-35
as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.

Expanding a crowded interstate will do nothing but displace residents and business, further entrench Austin's
East-West divide, end up generating far greater traffic, and ultimately be far worse for the environment. In a
time when we all know that radical measures need to be taken to deal with global warming, we should not be
doubling down on car-centered modes of transportation. No funding should be given to expanding car
capacity through Austin.
Neither proposal is acceptable. Austin should focus on project connect and similar projects to promote rail
and multi mode transportation.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #30.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

608

Brianne Lovin

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #685

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I-35 is extremely dangerous and deadly, and has one of the worst traffic congestion in Texas. It shouldn't be a
toll and should definitely not be expanded. It has such a bad reputation for drunk drivers, rock-throwers, and
road rage enthusiasts. It cuts a horrible swath through the city. We should dismantle Austin’s racist legacy and
dismantle I-35. This would bring profound benefits, especially to marginalized communities.
We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should
be independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans,
goals, and values.
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609

Bridget Ground

Entry
Source
Date
8/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Comment

Response

As a native Texan and Austin resident for the past 15+ years, I want to express my strong opposition
to TxDOT's recent proposals for reconfiguring the Austin stretch of I-35. By razing community businesses and
individual properties to widen the distance of the freeway that divides east and west Austin, any of these
solutions would be damaging to the Austin community:

See response to comment #33.

- They would create more traffic (and more danger) for those crossing from east to west Austin--whether to
visit neighbors or even move between the east and central portions of the UT Austin campus.
- They would devalue recent investments made in the city--such as the new Waterloo Greenway in the new
medical district--while also making those amenities less accessible to east Austin residents.
- They would further systemic disadvantages to the longtime residents of East Austin whose families have
been negatively impacted by I-35 since its construction in 1929.

610

Bridget Kenny

9/9/2021

Email

Further, studies show that more lanes does not mean less congestion. The Katy Freeway in Houston is an
example of this. Such a behemoth piece of infrastructure through the middle of Texas's capitol city would
have huge, negative impacts on the character of this city that has been a magnet for new residents given its
otherwise "livable" qualities-- which these plans would likely destroy. PLEASE consider investing the time and
funds into a more community-friendly, placemaking alternative such as the "Reconnect Austin" plan. Our
capitol city and future Texans deserve a higher quality solution that is more human-oriented and appropriate
for the 21st century.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

611

Bridget Kenny

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I do not support widening of 35

See response to comment #6.
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612

Bridget Kenny

613

Bridgett Schiela

Entry
Source
Date
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Please don’t expand 35.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

614

Bridgette Beinecke

8/10/2021 Public
Meeting

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I came today to represent St. George’s Episcopal Church and School.
I recommend that in all three alternatives that an effective sound abatement be constructed to reduce the
noise from the IH 35 improvements along the northbound access road from Airport Blvd to E. 38th Street
Our church has been impacted by the increased noise ever since East Avenue was converted to an interstate
highway.
Thank you for your consideration.

TxDOT is evaluating existing and future traffic noise impacts
and ways to reduce them (by implementing noise barriers) as
part of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The
results of this study, including proposed noise barriers, will be
included in the Draft EIS and presented at the public hearing.
For more information, please refer to the traffic noise barrier
brochure: https://ftp.txdot.gov/pub/txdotinfo/env/toolkit/730-01-bro.pdf.

615

Bridgette Beinecke

8/10/2021 Public
Meeting

I recommend that you add a turn around paved area for the City of Austin Trash trucks that will need to make
a “U-turn” after picking up garbage behind the homes east of the Northbound access road that front Airort
Blvd and Creswood Rd. Alternatives 1, 2 + 3 all show the alley as a dead end. Thank you for making it possible
to see the plans. I am here to represent St. Georges Episcopal Church and School.

Comment noted.

616

Brigid Hall

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting

I believe it is a mistake to make I35 bigger. Climate change is the biggest threat humanity is facing, and more
roadways only encourages more cars. The City of Austin has set goals about mobility, connectivity, and green
energy future, and I encourage TxDOT to work in closer collaboration to ensure that the I35 Capital Express
Central project aligns with their goals.

See response to comment #30
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Comment
Form
617

Brigitte Brieschke

9/11/2021 Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

618

Brittany Paxman

619

Brittany Sloss

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Hello - I don't believe either option really addresses the needs of the community. Please don't widen I-35. This
will just induce traffic demand, as the evaluation has found. I live on the east side of Austin and expansion will
bifurcate the city and further segregate the community. Instead, please consider options that reduce the flow
of traffic or send through traffic around the city.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

620

Brittany Tacconi

621

Brock Kyle

8/30/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/10/2021 Email

Please do NOT widen I-35. I moved out of Houston’s sprawl for a reason. I support public transportation. It
doesn’t matter if commuters have a better drive to Austin when they have no where to park. Let’s not create
another problem (parking), let’s fix the commute issue by expanding public transportation. It works and
people use it!

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

Do not make I-35 wider. Because of the widely understood traffic engineering concept of induced demand,
simply widening I-35 will not solve the freeway’s traffic problems. In fact, widening I-35 will not only increase
traffic congestion, but also increase pollution and traffic fatalities.
Personally, I live in downtown Austin, physically close enough to walk to local businesses on E. 11th Street,
but because the walk is so unpleasant and dangerous, I hardly ever make the trek. Walking less is bad for my
health, bad for local businesses (which would receive my money if I walked in the door), and bad for Texas
(which would collect more sales tax if the walking environment encouraged me to make more purchases).

622

Brock Kyle

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Instead of widening I-35 — making everything even worse — please implement the Reconnect Austin
(https://reconnectaustin.com/) and/or Rethink35 (https://www.rethink35.com/) visions for I-35. These plans
will create billions of dollars in value and make Austin a better place to live, too. Thank you.
Do not make I-35 wider. Because of the widely understood traffic engineering concept of induced demand,
simply widening I-35 will not solve the freeway’s traffic problems. In fact, widening I-35 will not only increase
traffic congestion, but also increase pollution and traffic fatalities.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #33.

Personally, I live in downtown Austin, physically close enough to walk to local businesses on E. 11th Street,
but because the walk is so unpleasant and dangerous, I hardly ever make the trek. Walking less is bad for my
health, bad for local businesses (which would receive my money if I walked in the door), and bad for Texas
(which would collect more sales tax if the walking environment encouraged me to make more purchases).
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Instead of widening I-35 — making everything even worse — please implement the Reconnect Austin
(https://reconnectaustin.com/) and/or Rethink35 (https://www.rethink35.com/) visions for I-35. These plans
will create billions of dollars in value and make Austin a better place to live, too. Thank you.

623

Brockett Davidson

9/8/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

624

Brodi Amos

9/2/2021

625

Brooke Shannon

9/24/2021 Email

As a native Austinite, Texas architect, and 5th generation Texan, I plead with you not to stubbornly march
ahead with the current plan to doube-down on the mid-century missteps of the original I-35 plan, which
divides the city and attempts (but fails) to only serve the needs of the automobile. Please bring back for
serious consideration alternative plans to either bury and cover, remove and replace, or sink/stitch/cap the
highway. These alternatives will better serve our city and state.
I don't see much discussion in this plan about how I-35 expansion would affect communities at risk of being
pushed out of their homes or neighborhoods. The first time I-35 was introduced to Austin, it was a major
gentrifying force in the city, and it has been ever since. Building a highway through communities of color
wasn't an accident - it was a statement by the city that white homes would be protected while others were
not important enough to consider worthy of protection. This time around, there needs to be much more
considered when it comes to how vulnerable populations will be impacted by the highway expansion.
Personally, I do not think any decreased traffic is worth destroying people's livelihoods and increasing racial
injustice now and years into our city's future.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #271.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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626

Brooke Shannon

627

Brooks Gillmore

Entry
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9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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The plans to expand the highway would harm communities throughout Austin, including downtown and UT.
Widening I-35 is a mistake that would have ramifications for generations in the future. The city should invest
in communities and alternative methods of transportation, including public transit instead. Making I-35 wider
and busier would irrevocably change the character if our city, making it a much less attractive and nice place
to live.
The last thing Austin needs is another lane on I-35.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.

I’d love to see carpool and mass transit lanes, additional cycling and pedestrian infrastructure, and more
integration with the surrounding city, *if* you can add them in the existing footprint or something very close
to it.

Please, don’t make it wider to add more thru-traffic infrastructure. Your predicted commute time reductions
won’t last - they never do - look at the Katy freeway expansion, universally recognized as a nightmare by
people in the area and a black eye for TXDOT, and now we’re on the way to try the same thing here? Why
must we keep poking ourselves in our already black eye?

628

Bruce Ravenscraft

9/20/2021 Email

Instead, we should be focusing on alternative modes of transportation in and around the current I-35 corridor
to make the infrastructure useful to locals, and directing thru traffic that doesn’t need to go into central
Austin onto alternative routes around the city, like SH-130 or the other ring roads that are in the works on the
west side.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

629

Bruce Thurin

9/23/2021 Email

630

Bruce Williams

631

Brunheld Drumond

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/21/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.
I support TXDOT plans for IH-35. Build it

See response to comment #7.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

See response to comment #7.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

632

Bryan Daigle

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

633

Bryan Farney

9/17/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Hello,

See response to comment #7.

I’d like to voice my support the proposed Capital Express project for I35 that will add an additional 2 lanes
each way for both the South and Central segments of the project.
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634

Bryan Hastings

Entry
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Date
9/19/2021 Email

635

Bryan Kent

9/15/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

636

Bryan Nelson

9/16/2021 Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
I am concerned that TxDOT is only considering highway expansions in its review of design alternatives for I-35.
Highway expansions do NOT ease congestion, they only encourage more people to drive; See Houston's Katy
Freeway.
I want to see more design options for I-35 - including Reconnect Austin (burying and capping I-35 with a
boulevard), or cap and stitch (sinking, stitching, and capping I-35 with community spaces) as proposed by the
Urban Land Institute, and also future designs arising from the OurFuture35 coalition. Full analysis, equal to
that of a highway expansion design
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Design options should integrate the community's full range of needs, including air quality, noise, climate
change, road safety, mobility options, economic vitality, equity, and compatibility with local plans and goals
such as the Austin Strategic Mobility Plan

637

Bryan Olivas

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

639

Bryan Weeks

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Note: While I currently live in Manor, TX, I travel on I35 daily and am deeply concerned of the effect on the
communities this expansion could affect, as I was formerly a resident of those communities.
We have had two children attend Escuelita del Alma - our second will graduate next summer. EdA is a
cherished part of this community that has survived one forced displacement but will not survive another due
to the exploding cost of real estate in Austin. TXDOT can design around these institutions as demonstrated
with the nearby cemetery. The most difficult thing to swallow with the proposed plan is the fact that (as
studies show) capacity increases do not translate into traffic improvements. If you build it - rather than
utilizing SH130 - they will come. All this plan accomplishes is an increase in traffic, thicker pollution to obscure
the Texas State Capitol, and the loss of community through places like Escuelita del Alma.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #1996.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

641

642

Bryant Brandon

Byron Gregory

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I35 is already enough of a barrier between the two sides of the city because it creates a huge, polluted
corridor. Merely crossing that corridor is already obnoxious enough. A wider interstate will make that
problem worse and has dubious value for reducing congestion along it.

Spend the funds on a real mass transit system that can get a lot of the traffic off the roads. Make it useful to
commuters by interconnecting with surrounding cities.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

250

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

643

C. J. MacQuarrie

9/21/2021 Email

644

C. McCormick

9/21/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
We will continue to reject this unless you reduce the amount of widening you're doing. 20 lanes is insane. It's
not 1990 anymore. Quit proposing such massive increases to capacity. It will only cause more congestion and
more pollution, and we know that you know this fact - induced demand. Nowhere in your materials do you
even touch on this.

See response to comment #7.

Do what we've been asking - add at most one managed lane in each direction, bury the roadway through
Austin, and cap it for us (Why is that our responsibility? It's your road, not Austin's.)
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

648

Cael Hansen

9/2/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Hello,

Comment noted.

My name is Cael Hansen, and I live at 2200 S Pleasant Valley Rd, Austin, TX 78741 , near I-35.
I-35 should be removed, not increased in size. The only good part of the proposal is better biking and walking.
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I am a citizen of Austin and I frequently spend time walking and biking downtown.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #8.

I feel that the plans which I have seen for the I35 project do not fit with the vision of an Austin that I want to
live in.
I35 is a scar of concrete and it should be buried. The heat island effect, the noise, and the physicality of
rushing cars with aggressive drivers in them make it so that this road negatively affects the well being of those
people around it.

650

Cage Johnson

9/24/2021 Email

Traffic engineering ideas from last century will not make this better — designing around humans and making
choices that prioritize walking, biking, and local businesses will make a stronger community and healthier
society in Austin.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #15.

Hi,
I am an Austinite who walks and bikes downtown regularly.
The plans I have seen by TXDOT for I35 though downtown do not fit with the vision of the city I would like to
live in. I35 should be buried under downtown at whatever cost necessary.
I-35 is a concrete scar on the fabric of downtown and the University area. The heat island effect, the noise,
and the physicality of rushing cars with aggressive drivers in them make I35 an unpleasant and dangerous
area to be around.
We should pull from our creativity rather than regurgitate failed traffic planning ideas of last century. There is
absolutely a better way forward, but TXDOTs proposal is not the right direction.
651

Caitlin Hall
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Meeting
Comment
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Caitlin Marr
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As a resident of Austin, and frequent user of I-35, I want a solution that is thoughtful and forward looking.
Bury the road, cap it, turn in into a boulevard, but DON'T just widen the road which will displace businesses
and families, and further divide East Austin and West Austin. Numerous analyses here and in other metro
areas show that simply widening a busy highway will not alleviate traffic - at least not for long. Any changes
are going to take a long time, cost a lot and be a general burden, so let's do it right the first time, even if the
price tag is higher. Let's be an example of smart infrastructure!
More highway is not what we really need, especially at the cost of displacing businesses and homes.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #160.

Please don't do this.

Please don’t expand i35. It’s climate arson. You need to encourage walking and transit. Bury and cap the
highway at the state’s expense.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

655

Caleb Pritchard

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I encourage TxDOT to listen to the thousands of Austinites who are speaking out against the department’s
plans to displace nearly 150 commercial and residential properties to make room for an I-35 expansion
through the heart of our city. Our Council has clearly articulated a set of values by setting transformative
mode-shift, safety, climate, and land use goals via the adoption of the Austin Strategic Mobility Plan, the
Vision Zero Plan, the Climate Action Plan, and the Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan, respectively. Nothing
about scraping iconic local businesses, low-income housing and health care facilities, and what my friends tell
me is a top-flight adult novelty store and replacing them with a bigger highway that, as District Engineer
Ferguson admitted to City Council, won’t resolve the facility’s innate congestion problem seems worth the $5
billion investment nor the five-year massive construction headache.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #8.

TxDOT needs to head back to the drawing board and get to work on a plan that actually represents the values
and needs of this city. If we are going to construct infrastructure that is supposed to last us through the year
2100, we need the department to stop using the 1950s playbook and instead try to be forward-thinking for
once. More and more cars taking longer and longer trips on wider and wider highways significantly
contributed to the climate crisis we currently find ourselves in. An expanded I-35 will only exacerbate matters
by contributing to more car-dependent sprawl development, and universal electric vehicle adoption will occur
quickly enough to save us from the imminent boiling of the planet.
Instead of trying to ram more cars through the heart of Austin, TxDOT should prioritize transit, walking, and
cycling. Right now, countless East Austinites refuse to cross I-35 in anything other than their own car because
they do not feel safe or comfortable using any other mode. Replacing the freeway with an urban boulevard
designed with the most vulnerable user in mind would unlock a mobility revolution in our city and position
Austin, as well as Texas, as a model for the rest of the country. Additionally, allowing reclaimed right-of-way
to be redeveloped would be a win-win for both the private and public sectors.
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In conclusion, your plans are misguided at best, planet-killing at worst. Knock it off and do better, plz.
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Cali Chidester
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Calista LaMotte
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Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Email

Please do not expand I-35. More lanes do not result in less traffic. Also, I-35 represents a racial divide in our
city that separates east Austin communities of color from wealthier west Austin. Widening I-35 will only
exacerbate these issues. Also, the current plans will result in historical Austin businesses being forced to
relocate. Please consider putting I-35 underground and making a tree-lined avenue on ground level instead.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #160.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

659

Calvin Hu

9/24/2021 Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

256

No.

Commenter Name

660

Camei Robinson

Entry
Source
Date
9/22/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

661

Cameron Arceneaux
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Cameron Arceneaux
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Comment
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9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am strongly opposed to displacing any more residents and businesses by widening I-35. I strongly support
Reconnect Austin's plan to bury I-35 through the urban core and repurpose the space above to be used by the
community, and TxDOT should reconsider that plan. Increased public transit options are a better way to
address Austin's growth than widening freeways.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

663

Cameron Herringshaw

9/13/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Austin traffic is already terrible relative to other cities its size. Please don't allow it to become worse by just
blindly expanding I-35 without consideration to alternatives that are more likely to solve traffic problems.
Thanks,
Cam Herringshaw
Template letter that I 100% agree with:
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

665

Cameron McClure

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Cameron Rhoads
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Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

This highway expansion will disrupt life in Austin for the foreseeable future. And for what? To not actually fix
the problem. When has a massive highway expansion actually worked? I'm originally from Katy. Bigger
freeways are not the way!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

667

Cameron Shaw

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

668

Cameron Tepper

669

Camial Sanchez

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Email

Austin is a small city geographically. We can find more creative solutions to congestion. If TxDOT continues
with this plan, it will make this city a much less desirable place to live. Please look into alternate solutions.
Expanding the highway only kicks the can down the line. Temporarily relieving congestion from commuters
just until Kyle and Buds and Round Rock continue to be developed, and in 15-20 years we’ll find ourselves
with the same problem. Transportation infrastructure determines the patterns of development. I love Texas.
There was a time you could drive an hour in any direction from any city and find cows. The Texas Department
of Transportation would appear to be responsible for transportation and mobility in the State of Texas. There
are countries that are similar in size to Texas. They have great and populated cities, and lovely rural areas. You
can go into town, or be outside of town. We’re quickly losing that here, paving over Texas and chopping up
the countryside and replacing it with miles and miles of strip malls, gas stations, and cookie cutter housing
developments that render municipalities insolvent in the long run, cause it just doesn’t make that much sense
to run city sewage, city water and electric, and keep a paved road in front of a single house paying a teeny bit
of property tax. There’s a great study from the Netherlands that showed that 10% of commuters switching
from a car to a motorcycle reduced congestion by more than 25%, and even more when split laning and
filtering is allowed. Compared to adding new lanes, incentives or programs to encourage cyclists seems like a
freebie. Where’s our legendary Texan creativity and bootstrappy problem solving in the department of
transportation? It’s like the saying goes, if all you have is a hammer, every problem looks like a nail. The
problem is how to we help people move around this great state, within cities, between cities, commuters and
freight and all the moving pieces of a modern thriving industrial society. “Slap a few more lanes on it” seems a
dismally lazy and uninspired approach to making Texas an easy and pleasant place to move around in.
I do not support raising or widening I-35

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

670

Camila Sanchez

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

671

Camille Harris

8/31/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please stop the expansion of I-35!

See response to comment #6.
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672

Camille Jobe

Entry
Source
Date
9/12/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

673

Candace Wong

9/21/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I understand the need to solve traffic on I-35 (Texas’s favorite problem), but this proposal is not the way to go
about it. The connection between the east and west sides of 35 must not be made worse and must be fixed.
It’s time to literally and figuratively connect our communities and I urge the commission to research and
evaluate better plans.

674

Candy King

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion
of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

Completing I-35 is essential to facilitating transportation and mobility in our region. The city and region are
continuing to grow at a rapid rate, and expanding I-35 to allow for better travel options around and through
Central Texas is necessary for our continued prosperity.

This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
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and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.

675

Cara Bertron

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Please retain and evaluate Build Alternative 1 - or one of the community-generated alternatives - in the EIS.
Decades of highway construction have ripped apart communities, while expanded highways are quickly
clogged with more cars. Build Alternatives 2 and 3 follow the same unsuccessful model that prioritizes cars
above people who bike and walk, seizes local businesses and plunders residential property, and perpetuates
traffic issues in the long term.

See response to comment #271.
See response to comment #33.

In contrast, Build Alternative 1 and the community-generated alternatives recognize the project as a
potentially transformative opportunity: to improve local livability, reconnect the city, and rethink the 20thcentury "car as king" mentality. Spending more money to ensure a more equitable, thoughtful, innovative
outcome simply makes sense for a once-in-a-generation project.

676

677

Cara Ward

Cari Marshall

9/1/2021

Email

9/22/2021 Email

On a very specific note, I would like to know the results of modeling emergency vehicle response times
between all three build alternatives.
Hello,

See response to comment #8.

I am emailing regarding the proposal to add more lanes to i-35 in Austin. I do not think this will functionally
decrease traffic jams or increase quality of life. I am advocating we explore other solutions to our traffic
problem, such as investing in a robust form of public transportation.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.

For the love of god we can do SO MUCH BETTER than this! We've waited generations for a proper plan for I-35
- please do not let it become this monstrosity that will further erode the nearby communities!
Please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans,
goals, and values.
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Carina Collard
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

679

Carissa Ries

9/12/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Carl Michel
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

681

Carl Michel

9/16/2021 Email

Ignoring the community for the sake of widening I-35 only repeats a history of racism that has occurred over
decades. It is time to stop the displacement of peoples and businesses and respect the wishes of the
community for whom you serve.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Carl Michel
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

683

Carla Castillo

9/16/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Carlie Sky
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Carlo Byrd
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #1427.

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I love the idea of re-connecting east and west austin, and moving IH35 underground. IH35 was originally put
there to divide our city and we now know better and can right that wrong. As if that wasn't reason enough it
could help with pollution, make the area safer for pedestrians and add more development opportunities. This
is a real no brainer to me!
The highway takes up too much space as is and will only further disenfranchise people who live on the east
side. Historically i35 has been recognized as a racist structure used to divide cities between the affluent and
marginalized. There is no good reason to expand.
(Ignore the check boxes, there was no way for me to uncheck the response so i just said i was employed but i
am NOT employed by txdot.)

I-35 was built along East Avenue in Austin, which was seen as a
racial divide in the city’s early history, and later evolved as a
regional highway corridor throughout 1930-1950. By 1955, one
year before the Interstate Highway Act was signed into law,
the East Avenue corridor carried the designation as the
Interregional Highway “Blue Star Memorial Highway” along
with U.S. Highways 79, 81 and 290.
TxDOT understands the significance of I-35 to the local
community and the opportunity to address local concerns as
the Capital Express Central project is developed and
implemented. The project offers the chance to remove the
visual separation within Austin and reconnect communities
and spaces east and west of I-35. The reconnection would
involve removing the upper decks and elevated lanes, lowering
I-35 through the downtown core, and rebuilding the east/west
bridges for wider and safer bicycle and pedestrian crossings.
TxDOT is working closely with the City of Austin, CapMetro and
the community to allow for outside funding to be committed
for the development of deck plazas to rebuild I-35 in a way
that encourages transit and meets the needs of commuters,
local bicyclists and pedestrians.
See response to comment #160.
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Carlos Soto
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

687

Carly

9/9/2021

688

Carly Melancon

9/4/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
TXDOT has failed the City of Austin by not listening to the community and what the community engagement
has proposed. Neither of the 20 lane options that TXDOT is proposing is a good or beneficial plan for Austin.
They need to formally look at and respond to (or adopt) the community proposal to CAP I-35 and reconnect
the downtown grid. Thank you
Any plan to improve mobility in Austin must prioritize non-vehicle traffic and public transportation. More
lanes on a highway has proven all over the world not to alleviate traffic congestion, why would we consider
that here having this knowledge? The money that is allocated to expand 35 would provide much needed
walking, bicycle, and public transport infrastructure and accommodate many more people and help reduce
carbon emissions. We can NOT ignore climate change (and the increased disasters even Austinites have
endured) when planning for our future. Accommodating more personal vehicles is a truly ignorant,
distasteful, disrespectful slap in the face to our future generations. It is in our hands to build a better future
and save ourselves from worsening climate disaster.

See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #8.
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Carly Pearson
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

690

Carly Weaver

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I have lived in East Austin for 16 years and chose the area because of it’s rich cultural diveristy and it was
affordable. These things are dissapearing and expanding I-35 will deeply impact the east austin community
that has already taken the brunt of school closures, gentrification, and heavy construction pollution. The
expansion is sorely unequitable as fas as the imapct on black and brown communities who live and work on
the east. As a bike rider that would like to see the city more accessible to bikes and not cars and a reversal of
Austin’s red lining history, i strongly oppose Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals
for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

691

Carmen Capitani

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Carmen Llanes Pulido
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.

My neighborhood is one of many affected by the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent
proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
The widening of I-35 and proposed paving of 32 acres of land would destroy 140 local homes that can never
be brought back, in one of the highest opportunity areas of the city. The affected businesses include Escuelita
del Alma, a childcare center that serves families of Central East Austin. These are critical assets that cannot be
replaced—we don't have the land or city dollars.
TxDOT is required under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to seriously consider meaningful
alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land
Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful alternatives to
TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be independently studied and
should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality
of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
community plans, goals, and values.

693

Carmen Smith

9/17/2021 Email

Please do everything within your power to ensure that the plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin's
regulations. I know that we are in a difficult situation with TXDoT, so let's make sure we don't leave anything
at the table.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

695

Carol DeBerry

9/16/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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Dear TxDOT,

See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #8.

I am very disappointed to hear about the proposed I-35 project - the "alternatives" presented (which seem
pretty similar to me) do not offer Austinites and Central Texans the modernized, safe, and decarbonized
transportation system that we want and need in the 21st century and beyond.

TxDOT engineers, including project leader Ferguson, acknowledge that once complete, the "new and
improved" I-35 will result in the same amount of traffic congestion we have today, due to induced demand.
TxDOT engineers also promised to go "no wider and no higher" than the current I-35 footprint; yet the new
proposal includes plans to evict and demolish more than 150 buildings and businesses in the project vicinity!
Just as the pandemic has made conditions for businesses and residents much more difficult.

TxDOT needs to seriously reconsider what you are putting forward with the I-35 proposals, especially ways to
integrate any work on the highway with that stemming from Austin's voter-approved transit and active
transportation bonds in 2016 and 2020. Ideally, I-35 would be replaced with a linear park, housing (so
desperately needed in Austin right now!), a rapid transit line, and hike and bike trails, and lanes for electric
vehicles and carpools. In the meantime, we need a proposal that gets us closer to the community we have
expressed - time, and time, and time again - that we aspire to be.

Please take my comments seriously as you move to the next round of project design and deliberation. Note
that I am also sharing my letter with Austin City Council, who is similarly very dismayed by the I-35 proposals.

Thank you,
Carol Fraser
East Austin resident
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Carol Goodwin
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As a resident of Austin (District 9) I am writing to oppose TxDOT's I-35 expansion plans.
Studies conducted in cities with significant traffic congestion, such as L.A., have shown that increasing road
sizes leads to an increase in traffic, a paradoxical phenomenon called Induced Travel Demand (ITD). In reality,
additional lanes pull more vehicular traffic to the roadway, increasing traffic congestion in the long run.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #33.

Before finalizing any plans, TxDOT must conduct a comprehensive, detailed study that includes creative
community design alternatives developed by Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap
and stitch proposals.
Any plans for I-35 must consider and comply with City and community plans, goals, and values.
Thank you for doing what is best for Austin.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I would like your support in opposing the terrible recent proposal that Texas Department of Transportation’s
(TxDOT) has for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
TxDOT has gone back on a promise made on February 27 2020, by Texas Transportation Commission
Chairman J. Bruce Bugg that the new I-35 would not be any wider than it is now. There are meaningful
alternatives that should be seriously studied that do not make I-35 worse than it already is. There are good
alternatives that help connect east and downtown Austin without widening the footprint. There is no need to
destroy homes and businesses along the highway.
TxDOT should be held to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35. Proposals such as Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the
Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch have not been given serious consideration by TxDOT; their two
alternatives are nearly identical. All alternatives should be independently studied and should address
transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life,
economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
community plans, goals, and values.
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Please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans,
goals, and values.
Can’t wait to see more development on Alternatives 2 & 3 and comparing them to the primary
recommendation. I especially like the idea of a deck plaza, serving as a social connector between the east and
west sides of Central Austin.
Thank you for the privilege of commenting.
IH35 goes right through my Travis Heights neighborhood. I have to walk through high speed intersections and
underpass to visit my neighbors. I constantly hear highway traffic noise when outside my home. The key
features important to me are alternatives that lower the traffic below grade; provide maximum noise
reduction and allow safe east-west pedestrian options above all lanes.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4324.
See response to comment #614.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Require all through traffic to use I-30 and drop /lower toll fee. Instead put toll fee on I-35 through downtown.

See response to comment #19.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
We don't have to repeat the mistakes of the past. This is our chance right now to get us on a better course for
the future. Having free-flowing traffic is not and should not be more important than racial and environmental
justice. Twenty lanes through the heart of the city is absolutely absurd. We have a chance to do so much
better - please take it.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values - such as the Austin Strategic Mobility Plan, the Vision Zero Plan, the Climate Equity
Plan and more.
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To all concerned at TxDOT,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #8.

I vehemently oppose TxDOT's plans for I-35's expansion. Build Alternatives 2 & 3 are absolutely absurd and
unacceptable. TxDOT promised to go no higher and wider. So many experts and studies have shown that
highway expansion don't solve traffic congestion in the long run. Why is the state of Texas wasting so much
money on highway expansion projects that cause a lot of grief and harm, and don't even solve the problems
they are trying to solve?
I lived in Houston during the Katy Freeway expansion. I lived through the construction. Traffic was temporarily
better, but now, more than a decade later, traffic is worse than it was before. We could have used the right of
way to build commuter trains or high speed rail instead. We are in a climate emergency, and it is ridiculous to
keep investing so much in cars - especially when cars and our autocentric development are killing us.
This highway expansion will only increase air pollution, runoff pollution, destroy homes and businesses,
displace people, and further deepen the concrete scar that runs through our city. There are much better
options to explore. Please seriously consider Rethink35, ULI, or Reconnect 35's proposals. Bury the interstate
through the city or re-route the interstate to SH 130 and remove the tolls from 130.
Replacing I-35 with an urban boulevard that prioritizes urban transit, pedestrians, and bicyclists will serve our
city far better than any of the expansion plans. More connectivity, more connected streets are better for
alleviating traffic by giving people more choices on where to go and how to get there.
You are called the Department of Transportation. You should offer more transportation choices than bloated
highway projects that wreck cities. Please offer high-speed rail projects using existing ROW. Please offer
better projects that are actually good for cities.
What you do today affects our future. Don't pass the buck to future generations when we can do better
today.
Please listen to all of the people pushing you back and asking for a better option.

706

Caroline Farrior

9/9/2021

Email

Thank you.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #273.

My family and I are making every effort to live a sustainable lifestyle, walking and biking wherever we can. I35 is one of the main obstacles that makes this incredibly hard. While we support the burying of I-35
throughout central Austin, we are convinced – based, among other things, on decades of evidence for the
phenomenon of Induced Demand – that any addition of lanes to the highway is going make the serious
existing problems only worse: congestion, traffic fatalities, air pollution, health issues, noise, as well as the
social, cultural, and economic inequity between East and West Austin. No design, no matter how "smart", is
going to make a 20+ lane highway sustainable, let alone desirable.
Please do everything in your power to prevent any expansion of I-35.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27, 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land, and destroying more
than 140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made
larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

708

Caroline Newell

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I am 100% NOT in support of the alternatives being proposed by TxDOT. WE have an amazing opportunity to
create something functional, beautiful, and revitalizing to the central Austin corridor. I-35 SHOULD be
returned to being a boulevard. Whether it's a cut and cap project or just a boulevard with more investment in
alternative transportation is up for debate. I 100% support both the proposals of ReThink Austin and
Reconnect Austin. They both have their pros and cons, but they both must be considered.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.

It's been done in Dallas at the Klyde Warren Park, it's been done in Boston. Do you think these cities had a
smaller mountain to climb to get this done? I don't think so.
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Tearing down 150 businesses and homes should not be the answer when we have an opportunity reclaim land
that can increase the number of homes and business in Austin. Austin is already in the middle of a housing
crisis. Let's look at the problem of I-35 through a fresh set of lenses and make this city the best it can be.
You are opening a can of worms, without reading the directions on the side of the can. Construction, tearing
See response to comment #30.
up the PanAmerican Highway thru Austin to San Antonio and the Mexico-Texas border is fraught with
See response to comment #6.
dangers. It is going to be multi-year chaos -- buying properties and bulldozing and excavating in view of a
million residents and millions more trying to get to their destination. Everyone will hate you before you are
well begun; and you'll be retired before there is any appreciation. In fact, the world is changing and this Old
World solution my be the wrong answer by the time you are finished.

You civil engineers and your contractors are not known to be progressive and forward looking. You will be
very disappointed by a lack of support. Think hard about whether there is a better solution - incremental or
somewhere else. Does this offer any contribution to quelling global warming?
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
This change to I-35 would be disastrous and would have devastating effects on our city. It is abundantly clear
that TxDOT does not have Austin’s best interest in mind and cares little for the cascading negative impacts
this would have on our community. We ask you to use your platform and voice to oppose these blatantly selfserving interests which would impact generations to come and be a scar on our city’s landscape. Hold TxDOT
to their promise of “no wider and no higher” and demand a full study of meaningful alternatives to the
proposed plan. Of upmost importance is holding TxDOT to account for their legal requirements to
environmental responsibilities and not contributing to the impacts of climate change.
I have lived in Austin for 40 years and I have seen our city evolve from a small town to the ever-growing
metropolis it is today. We all enjoy the gems our city has to offer and feel a collective sense of pride in being
Austinites. That pride is eroded when we make choices that negatively affect so many people's lives, homes,
and small businesses. We have this chance to make some thoughtful and intelligent decisions about what we
want our city to look and feel like!! Let’s not allow Tx DOT to bulldoze through and leave us with an ill-
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conceived plan that we will ALL regret! Please reject TxDOT’s proposal and demand consideration of
alternatives for I-35!
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Caroline Wright

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.

I beg you not to widen I-35 and mow down the businesses alongside it in Central Austin. While it's true that
much of that area is blighted already, a return to a large central boulevard, or business route, with the main
35 going around the city, would be the best thing for residents. We could make that area safer, greener, more
beautiful, and more cohesive and desirable.
I have a special interest in this, as my daughter is a student at Escuelita del Alma, a Spanish-immersion
daycare that would be forced to close. Due to the rents in Austin now, it's extremely unlikely they could
reopen in a place that would serve their central Austin families, so would be forced to close permanently.
They are a long-standing part of the community, already once displaced from Congress Avenue. They are an
unusual and special part of our community, for offering full-immersion Spanish schooling.
I am no transportation expert, but I've heard and seen time and again that widening a highway doesn't help
traffic. It just makes the problem bigger, and more dangerous. Central Austin, a city with so much money and
new citizens coming in, deserves a central city that is usable for PEOPLE, not just cars and 18-wheeler trucks.
I have lived in Austin all my life (40 years), and this has always ranked one of the most dangerous highway
stretches in the country.
I actually do love the flyover here, and would not mind keeping that but turning the bottom section into a
boulevard, if there were a smart way to do that. But above all, I beg that you consider other solutions that
don't require widening this road and displacing/permanently closing our beloved Escuelita del Alma.
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Biden's new infrastructure bill calls out wanting to make highways safer, less of an environmental impact and
heal the racial divide that has been caused by existing highways. These priorities align perfectly with the
opposition to the proposed I-35 solutions. If we can delay action and research other plans, that might give us
the time we need to receive federal funding for a better, safer, more sustainable solution.
I beg you not to widen I-35 and mow down the businesses alongside it in Central Austin. While it's true that
much of that area is blighted already, a return to a large central boulevard, or business route, with the main
35 going around the city, would be the best thing for residents. We could make that area safer, greener, more
beautiful, and more cohesive and desirable.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.

I have a special interest in this, as my daughter is a student at Escuelita del Alma, a Spanish-immersion
daycare that would be forced to close. Due to the rents in Austin now, it's extremely unlikely they could
reopen in a place that would serve their central Austin families, so would be forced to close permanently.
They are a long-standing part of the community, already once displaced from Congress Avenue. They are an
unusual and special part of our community, for offering full-immersion Spanish schooling.

I am no transportation expert, but I've heard and seen time and again that widening a highway doesn't help
traffic. It just makes the problem bigger, and more dangerous. Central Austin, a city with so much money and
new citizens coming in, deserves a central city that is usable for PEOPLE, not just cars and 18-wheeler trucks.
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I have lived in Austin all my life (40 years), and this has always ranked one of the most dangerous highway
stretches in the country.

I actually do love the flyover here, and would not mind keeping that but turning the bottom section into a
boulevard, if there were a smart way to do that. But above all, I beg that you consider other solutions that
don't require widening this road and displacing/permanently closing our beloved Escuelita del Alma.

715

Carolyn Chaffee

9/14/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
No build. The buildings and businesses along I-35 in central Austin will not be able to exist if they have to
move because the realty situation has changed so much. These essential community partners will be pushed
to the edges of town or will not be able to reestablish themselves elsewhere. Find another way!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Carolynn Reed
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Carra Martinez
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
This proposal shows zero initiative. Widening the highway and destroying more property and land further
widens the divide between east Austin and the rest of the city. The immense cost will not result in any sort of
reduction in traffic issues. Solutions need to encompass more than just making more lanes, and need to look
at the variety of ways to divert traffic, improve flow, and provide alternatives to a 10 lane highway through
the middle of the city. I'm honestly shocked at how uncreative and elementary this is.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

720

Carra Tannner

9/17/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

When will y’all learn that more lanes doesn’t mean less traffic?????? More lanes invites more cars = induced
demand. It has been proven time and time again. INVEST IN PUBLIC TRANSIT INFRASTRUCTURE. Invest in
affordable housing closer to town/jobs. Moving a thousand people in a thousand cars is never going to be
more efficient than moving a thousand people in literally any aspect of public transit. More lanes = more
traffic. Full stop. Billions of dollars spent to put us back where we started.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

722

Carrie Smith

9/20/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership not to widen or increase the height of I-35. Instead, TxDOT is ignoring that
promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful alternatives,
signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than 140 local
homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical - and
neither addressed the needs of the community. We need meaningful alternatives. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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This expansion does not reflect Austin's cultural development or any of its long-term community goals. I
recommend another attempt, this time involving feedback from Austin's urban designers and people involved
in city planning. As an architect, I am specifically interested in seeing the incorporation of slow and narrow
urban streets at the level of the city grid, promoting safe use of mass transit and active transportation. Your
evaluation criteria should be amended to include alternative surface design, creating pedestrian-friendly
spaces, increased connectivity and safety, along with supporting future land uses. I am in favor of the no-build
alternative, to support further evaluation of supporting east/west connectivity at IH-35.

Current frontage road posted speeds within the project area
range between 40-50 mph. Posted speeds are determined
once construction is complete. For all proposed build
alternatives, TxDOT is lowering frontage road speeds to
35mph.
TxDOT routinely evaluates the design guidance, which includes
design speed, and must comply with federal and state
standards for highway design, including TxDOT’s Roadway
Design Manual, the AASHTO Policy on Geometric Design of
Highways and Streets and the Texas Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices.
Design speed is used explicitly for determining minimum
values for road design, such as horizontal curve radius and
sight distance based on the roadway function and
classification. Roadway geometric design features such as
cross-section elements, lane widths, shoulder width, etc., are
determined based on the road function and safety in relation
to the design speed.
The posted speed limit is normally set at the nearest value to
the 85th percentile speed ending in 5 or 0 of the observed
speed of a group of vehicles traveling on a section of road. City
governments and TxDOT must conduct traffic and engineering
studies according to requirements outlined in TxDOT's
publication, Procedures for Establishing Speed Zones, when
setting a speed limit on the state highway system.
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Please do not widen the highway! Expanding highways does not reduce congestion! There is no ROI,
especially when further degrading the value of downtown land and adjacent properties.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #7.
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I strongly oppose this project as presently composed. . The highway footprint should be narrowed, as you
have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #19.

A narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma
from needless destruction.
Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their
quality childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options,
including moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a
generational opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

727

Casey McAchran

9/9/2021

Email

We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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While I hate congestion on 35 as much as anyone else, especially considering it is one of the only ways I can
get to and from my job, adding more lanes will not resolve the issue. Furthermore action must be taken
against climate change, which widening 35 would only go against.
I support TxDOT in this project.

See response to comment #7.
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How long is the new road capacity expected to “adequately accommodate” the volume of users?

See response to comment #273.

Can you identify any examples in which expanding highway capacity solved traffic congestion permanently?
How many hours per week is the current road capacity inadequate?
What proportion of road-users during periods of inadequate road capacity are vehicles with a single
occupant?
What solutions have been considered, besides the proposed expansion of IH-35, to decrease the frequency of
use exceeding capacity?
Why is additional road capacity necessary in the specific corridor occupied by the current location of IH-35?
There already is additional, under-utilized capacity a few miles east in the US 183 and SH-130 corridors (in
addition to the recently expanded capacity of Loop 1/MoPac Expressway).
How will adding additional non-tolled capacity to IH-35 affect the use of the relatively newly built toll roads,
SH-130 and US-183?
Did you consider reducing the capacity of IH-35 to redirect demand to the other existing highways?
How will you maintain connectivity east-to-west across IH-35 during the proposed construction?
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What is the cost—in terms of disruption and detour—to the population who crosses IH-35 daily?
I am STRONGLY OPPOSED TO WIDENING I-35.
I support re-consideration of Build Alternative 1.

See response to comment #271.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.

I support the Reconnect Austin and Urban Land Institute proposals.
I STRONGLY DESIRE CAPPING AND TUNNELING at least some portions of I-35 through Central Austin.
Do not expand i-35. It will increase accidents and do the opposite effect of becoming less crowded.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
TxDOTs proposals are not good for Austin. We have a beautiful city, let’s not change that with something so
ugly and backward. There are better solutions. There have been solid proposals elsewhere. As a homeowner
and Austin resident, I can also say that I am willing to pay additional taxes to support a better option. Let’s
invest in a quality long term solution for our home.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Do not expand the I-35 corridor and destroy 140+ properties. Extra lanes is not helpful and will cause more
accidents. Create a loop around the city like San Antonio, and for eff’s sake, stop destroying lower income
areas. We are barely getting by as it is.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the
most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is
often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #7.

Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT. Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I am writing to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35,
particularly the proposal to widen the footprint of I-35.
As a resident of one if the neighborhoods that borders I-35, I have much to gain or lose from these proposals,
and the current proposal that would widen I-35 would be a disaster for our neighborhood. It would increase
pollution, worsen walk and bikeability, and it wouldn’t even improve congestion! All at the cost of enormous
disruption and the destruction of many local businesses. It would be an absolute disaster for central Austin,
and it should NOT be approved.

736

Catherine Gowan

9/22/2021 Email

Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act. All
alternatives should be independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air
quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated
from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and community goals.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Cathy Coneway

9/9/2021

Email

739

Cathy Tilton

9/16/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

740

Cecile Fandos

9/14/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
TxDOT is signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should
be independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please please please do not widen or expand the highway in any way. Please show us more expansive
alternatives that include tearing down the highway and replacing it with a multimodal boulevard like the
Rethink35 team has proposed. Other major cities have torn down their highways to great affect, such as Seoul
and San Francisco, which saw improvements in traffic and turned the areas into some of the greatest tourist
destinations that they have to offer. And on the flip side, other major cities such as LA and Houston have seen
increased travel times as results with their highway expansion projects. More lanes and wider lanes do not
make traffic better. With Project Connect having passed, it would be natural to add another light rail line and
bus rapid transit where I-35 currently sits. Through-traffic could go around the city on other routes, and we
could make east-west travel much friendlier to active modes such as bicycling. This would be a win for
businesses in the area, which would increase in number and see more foot traffic, for beautification of our
central city, for SAFETY, for folks' physical and mental health, for tackling climate change and the health of our
planet, for repairing the historical damage done to Black and brown communities when the highway was first
built, and, MOST importantly, for mobility. At the very least please draft this as a possibility for the community
to review.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #685.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses.
Austin has a long and woefully sorry habit of doing nothing for years and years and years which results in the
problems getting bigger and bigger and bigger. This has to stop. Making I35 wider and higher only compounds
the problems I35 creates, just one of which is making the racial divide in Austin wider as well.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I believe the widening of I-35, specifically along the downtown Austin corridor is a bad idea. It’s widening will
be detrimental to the walkability of this city and will only serve to further separate two sides to downtown
and the communities that inhabit each side. Adding two lanes to either side will destroy landmarks and
displace hundreds of businesses, many of which will not have the means to relocate and may not survive.
Texas claims to care about small businesses but throws them in the trash when corporations and contractors
stand to benefit from their removal and replacement with a wider highway. Sitting in a few extra minutes of
traffic doesn’t harm a single person just to allow for the communities and environment of Austin to remain
the same. I would love to see the money being offered up for this project to the same communities that
would be effected and put towards public parks and community initiatives.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Adding lanes shows not to ever decrease traffic or capacity. Such improvements just kick the can down the
road. The problem here is the cost of housing, running transportation / commercial logistics through the city,
and a general lack of developing a system that properly connects to non-connector routes. So the proposals
only continue to support growth from outside of the city, enforce commuter and commercial traffic through
the city center, and force out people and businesses for prior and future bad planning. What happened to
developing a subway system? What happened to grandiose plans to create a buried multiple lane and tiered
system through the downtown?? Planning has been lackluster and has not included all stakeholders.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #8.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
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Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am against what I've seen due in large part to the obvious lack of concern the plans express for the historical
and future impact on the communities that live with the I35 gulch in Austin on a daily basis. The project seems
to favor cars and people that pass through the city in minutes rather than those who live and work here. I live
here and want livable, walkable neighborhoods with connections, not ravines of concrete. TxDOT has clearly
assumed it represents the needs of "passers-through" rather than residents and tax payers of the area.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #247.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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"Howdy! My name is Chandan and I live in Austin. I'm writing to you today in regards to the Capital Express
Central project that will transform I-35 in Austin. I-35 is a physical barrier that divides Austin, symbolizing
decades of segregation in Austin and making it difficult and dangerous to travel from East to West SAustin. In
order to best serve the Austin community, TxDOT should create a tunnel and put I-35 completely
underground so that the City of Austin can reclaim essential downtown space and move towards a more
modern and unified city. Please edit this build to be underground. Thank you!"
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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TXDOT has failed the City of Austin by not listening to the community and what the community engagement
has proposed. Neither of the 20 lane options that TXDOT is proposing is a good or beneficial plan for Austin.
They need to formally look at and respond to (or adopt) the community proposal to CAP I-35 and reconnect
the downtown grid. Thank you.

See response to comment #13.

I think Texas should send I-35 traffic out of town. Send it up 130 and covert the current I-35 running straight
through town into a 40 mph boulevard with lots of grassy medians. I can't think of a single loser in this
scenario. Austin residents get lighter traffic. People passing through get lighter traffic. Win win.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.

I wish to see the impact of I-35 to the community minimized. Widening and deepening the I-35 corridor will
further the negative impacts of the highway on the community, and as studies show, ultimately not reduce
traffic congestion or improve safety.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #19.

Why can't the I-35 corridor be routed around the city, with access to the city center accomplished through
smaller avenues and boulevards? We already have 130/45 and 183/71 as existing highways that could be
expanded to route through traffic around central Austin.
I don't like any of the proposals by TxDOT. They all seem terribly inefficient. Building more freeway is going to
be a disaster environmentally and in regards to the livability of our city. It encourages our unsustainable car
culture, and just props up the failed suburban experiment. As someone who lives in central Austin, one of the
last things I want to see are homes and businesses destroyed for a project that makes no promises to actually
improve congestion or traffic flow. There's plenty of infrastructure work to be done in Austin, but what we
need is infrastructure like Project Connect that will actually improve the quality of life of the city's residents.
The way TxDOT is able to impose this project on the city is quite undemocratic, and it's clear that the state
doesn't have the interests of the people who live and work in this city in mind.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #8.
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TXDot proposal for I-35 is terrible. Feels link a horrible bureaucratic solution for a problem that needs a
creative solution.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #15.

TXDot proposal just makes the problem bigger and worse.
Route traffic that is bypassing Austin and commercial traffic away from downtown Austin and build a section
of I-35 underground just for drivers who are specifically traveling to Austin (non-commercial).
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and
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I agree with Sinclair Black and am including some of his statements.

See response to comment #33.

Failed Public Policy
Purpose in Need is a formal statement baked into federal policy of the Department of Transportation (DOT).
The statement is used to justify every highway project placed into the project mill. This statement always says
the same thing, “this highway has problems, and we need to fix them.” The answer then is obvious, at least to
them, i.e., just spend billions of taxpayer dollars to cure problems their agency created in the past by
rebuilding the highway and widening it. The world’s best example of the failure of this concept is the Katy
Freeway in Houston. Now TxDOT Austin wants to repeat that disaster in the I-35 corridor. The project mill has
become a project treadmill.... rebuild and widen again and again. Remember the famous truism, “there is no
problem any city in the world has that is not the direct result of failed public policy."
Citizens: Purpose and Need
PURPOSE: remove the physical, social, economic, and racial barrier that has been the tragic legacy of I-35
since its construction.
NEED: re-integrate the I-35 corridor into the city fabric, reconnect Austin and create billions in tax base.
MEANS: Depress the main lanes, narrow the ROW, and reconnect the city grid with EAST AVENUE PARKWAY.
All of this can be achieved with the creation of a tax increment finance zone and a new special purpose
Development Commission.
SEQUENCE:
1. Create the tax increment zone for the entire corridor and all adjacent land benchmarking current taxable
value which is presently zero on 136 acres of TxDOT land.
2. Implement the designation switch, which was recommended by a TxDOT study, and allow traffic to
rebalance before construction begins. Trucks use 130 like it or not.
3. Temporarily widen the existing access roads to carry more traffic and rethink the use of three major
arterials just west of the corridor in downtown.
4. Remove the existing freeway main lanes and proceed to reconstruct them below grade through Downtown,
UT, and North Central neighborhoods.
5. Cap the entire corridor from Town Lake to just past Airport Boulevard and create a surface Boulevard with
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in-line stations at the centerline for buses and future rail.
6. Implement the new DA (direct access) lanes below and remove the temporary access roads at the surface.
Proceed to reclaim the redundant ROW.
7. Identify the development opportunities for rebuilding the city fabric on the new land, with the clearly
stated goal of creating an enormous new tax base to generate revenue in perpetuity.
8. Create the Development Commission that would oversee and coordinate all progress, based on a detailed
Critical Path schedule, just as many other cities have done.
9. Recruit qualified private sector developers for the many new development opportunities created on the
reclaimed land and identify tax base opportunities.
10. Coordinate all development activity, both public and private, including access rights, open space
opportunities like WATERLOO GREENWAY, construction disruption, and manage all north /south and east
/west traffic during the construction process.
Missing The Point #1
THE ULI Report contained a number of good ideas, already recommended by RECONNECT Austin.
First, is the tax increment financing mechanism (TIF).
Second, is to expand the zone beyond the existing ROW where values range from $0 dollars currently to
billions in the future.
Third, use the expanded TIF zone over the existing Waller Creek TIF to pay off the original bond used to create
the Waller Creek tunnel.
However, there are a number of issues missing with the TxDOT/ULI proposal. There is NO information at all
regarding the structural systems configuration of the two-remaining proposed “alternatives” despite their
claims to have “fully baked plans. RECONNECT Austin has a clear simple solution to ALL structural conditions.
Missing the Point #2
TxDOT/ULI’s proposals make no mention at all for solutions to the enormous traffic disruption that will
inevitably result from a decade of construction. There is NO plan for handling through travel.
RECONNECT Austin has a simple straight forward solution to mitigate the traffic problems resulting from the
re-build process. RECONNECT Austin recommends following an earlier TxDOT proposal which was to switch
designations between I-35 and SH130 and make SH130 free.
Among other issues not even mentioned by the TxDOT “alternatives”, are air and noise pollution, climate
change, safer speeds, vision zero and flood mitigation. RECONNECT Austin addresses all these issues and
more. TxDOT only pays lip service to pedestrian and bicycle facilities as well as emergency services planning
with no details offered to the world.
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I strongly oppose widening I-35 through the middle of Austin. I feel that there is no real evidence that
widening freeways here in Texas has resolved our congestion issues, I feel that if people want to get through
the city quickly, they have alternatives such as 183 and 130 and those should be widened and advertised as
the fastest way to get through the metro area. Also, the frontages along I35 in central Austin are some very
valuable real estate and it makes no sense to me to throw that income making potential away. FInally, I think
that this would simply be *ugly*, even uglier than I-35 going through Austin is now, it seems that the future is
going against building freeways at all, especially in established communities, and to be quite frank, burying
the highway as much as possible would be the best answer for those of us who live here and care about the
city. Thank you.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #15.
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I prefer that workarounds that eliminate I-35 or reduce the current footprint be adopted.

See response to comment #33.

If one of the three alternates must be constructed, I prefer that it be Alternate No. 2.

Thank you.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Thank you,
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Tearing out the heart of Austin to replace it with yet a bigger concrete wound only perpetuates an expensive
myth that "we can build our way out of traffic." Traffic studies across the country have proven that widening
roads only invites more traffic usage and is a very temporary solution. Folks moving here from other Texas
cities can attest to this as they value the quality of life, threatened by a TxDOT planned, 20-lane, noise and
pollution generating divide in the middle of Austin.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Now, TxDOT is ignoring
that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
We can't build our way out of this. But, we can develop community supportive solutions that retain our city's
character while improving throughput of traffic. Dallas and other cities have succeeded in doing this. Why not
Austin?
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
It has been proven many times over that you can't build your way out of traffic issues, but just adding more
lanes. By the time you finish, volumes will increase to fill them and more. Please listen to local input from
folks who must live with the project; not simply those driving through once a day or week.

See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.

Other places in the US are encouraging pedestrian, bicycle and alt. transportation in their design. Look at their
examples, versus TXDOT's 1950's, environmentally backward approach to worshipping the automobile by just
adding lots more lanes.

Use alternatives like the cut and cap used in Dallas and proposed for Austin. Please don't simply cement over
our city, by adding to the separating gash through the middle of ATX.
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Thank you,
CDS
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The current alternative proposed by TxDoT maximizes vehicle throughput while reducing quality of life and
community connectedness for Austin. Look to the future! Don’t build this scar across the community based on
past traffic patterns and commuting routines that are rapidly changing. Look at Dallas’ cut and cap success.
Listen to the local alternatives instead of just slapping down a dozen more lanes of concrete to invite more
noise and community separation which will too soon be “not enough” anyhow.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

770

Charles Teeple

9/24/2021 Email

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request,
I urge TxDOT to stay true to their fundamentals, aka providing the best transportation solutions for all Texans.
Unfortunately, with the I-35 redesign, they seem to be worried only about roads for motor vehicles.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.

Widening I-35 (including adding lanes) will cost taxpayers billions while doing NOTHING to solve traffic. 10
years from now, after suffering through the construction hell while the highway is closed, traffic will be just as
bad as it is today. I urge TxDOT to actually listen to the residents of Austin - we don’t want a bigger I-35. We
want the highway under ground, we want slow boulevards above ground, with public parks throughout. We
need to incentivize people to get out of their cars, but you seem obsessed with doing the opposite. Keeping
people trapped in their cars, in bumper to bumper traffic.
TXDOT is responsible for the racist consequences of I-35 through Austin. You separated communities and
blocked the east side from development and economic prosperity for generations. Now you claim this project
will help ‘reconnect’ Austin. This is laughable, as simply seeing across the highway with your eyes is not the
same as accessing the same resources and gaining physical access without a risk of getting hit by a semi-truck.
Please keep in mind you are the Texas Department of Transportation, not the Texas Department of Cars.
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Expanding I-35 will continue to show people that TX doesn’t care about you if you don’t drive, your life isn’t as
worthy. Please reconsider.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I oppose the plan to widen the central corridor. This goes opposite what we have learned about the disaster
of large highways in central cities. I favor capping of the highway and if there is public transit that it can run in
a separate corridor or on the surface. Interstate truck traffic should be routed to 130.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.
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Widening I-35 through Austin would be a disaster. It would waste over $7 billion of public money to worsen
noise and air pollution, increase crashes, and hasten climate change, while doing little or nothing to improve
alternatives to driving. And it wouldn't even fix congestion! Any short term congestion gains would encourage
more people to drive until congestion was as bad or worse before. When TxDOT widened Houston's Katy
Freeway to 23 lanes, average peak congestion times rose by 42%!

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #1427.

We need a REAL solution:
I-35 through Austin should be turned into a boulevard
Converting I-35 through Austin into a boulevard would create more transportation choice, shorter commute
times*, more housing and local businesses, and a new world class place to go. This would be an incredible
quality of life improvement for Austin and central Texas. Imagine:
A BEAUTIFUL, world class promenade in the heart of Austin with wide sidewalks, outdoor cafes, and local
businesses
A HIGHER quality of life with cleaner air, less noise, increased safety, and a real response to climate change
Transportation CHOICE and SHORTER commute times with dedicated space for congestion-free mobility such
as walking, bicycling, buses, and trains
PERMANENTLY affordable housing and PREVENTING gentrification with new housing put into community
land trusts and tax revenues channeled into anti-displacement programs
* How would congestion times improve? It's simple: Firstly, many of the 55% of Austinites
who don't want to drive would walk, bike, or take the bus or train. Secondly, a boulevard would restore eastwest street connections and open up travel routes other than I-35.
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For decades, cities including San Francisco, Portland, and Rochester have removed their central city freeways.
EVERY highway removal has greatly improved quality of life. And yes, congestion actually improved. That's
why there are currently over 30 grassroots highway removal campaigns nationwide, including in Dallas. Look
out for more highway to boulevard projects across the US in the near future.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Please don't build anything that will increase capacity for single occupancy vehicles. If the changes to I-35 will
serve to increase our dependence on automobiles and worsen urban sprawl, then it is unacceptable.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.

Please don't build higher or wider than the current state.
I appreciate the progress in the designs made up to this point, but please continue to work with the City of
Austin to further develop a plan that aligns with our community's goals and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am in support of this important project to relieve congestion for Austin.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I am writing to register my opposition to the widening of I-35. Decades of research has shown that widening
highways does not provide a long-term solution to traffic issues. Moreover, it widens a scar running through
the middle of downtown Austin, and it does not incentivize sustainable solutions that engage multimodal
transportation effectively (walking, bus, train, bicycle).

I would like to see I-35 NARROWED in favor of sustainable solutions that help create a more vibrant city.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project, because doing the same thing over and over expecting different results is
insanity. Austinites and Texans deserve a transportation plan that is sustainable. If the only response to
growing traffic congestion and population is to keep widening the highway, where does it end?
Additionally, on February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a
consistent promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead,
TxDOT is ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of
meaningful alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and
destroying more than 140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is
healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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As the research shows, expanding highways does little to improve traffic. On top of that, this project would
deepen the wound that I35 cuts through the middle of Austin. It already segregates our city and makes local
traffic a nightmare. Adding more lanes would not only displace people from their homes, it would make the
surrounding areas more noisy and polluted.
There is a long history of making expensive and damaging choices about the roads in Austin. Don’t let this be
another one.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I oppose the TxDoT’s latest I-35 expansion plan. We don’t need more sprawl or investment in expanding roads
and highways. We need to cut back on cars and emissions! More pedestrian and bike infrastructure, more
public transit. No wider, no higher!

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. I am demanding that the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made
larger. Expanding I-35 to 20 lanes is absolutely ridiculous. Especially considering the fact that Prop A (Project
Connect) was passed last fall. As you know, Project Connect will bring greater mobility via public transport.
Ignoring studies showing that expanding highway lanes does not reduce traffic, the addition to I-35 is clearly
an attempt to cater to cars-- not public transport, which is what the people of Austin voted for. Additionally,
the construction will cause even worse traffic until it is completed, and once completed, will INCREASE traffic,
according to reputable studies.
I demand to also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
to seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Also, why expand the divide-- literally-- between East and West Austin? Especially considering the racial
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history of I-35? Why not spend construction costs on more useful community iniciatives?
Lastly, get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans,
goals, and values.
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While I understand the need to decrease traffic I can't envision how widening this section of I-35 will fix the
problem. I don't think taking property of small businesses and homeowners is a good tactic and urge you to
consider the citizens more closely. Investing these funds into alternative methods of transportation like a truly
functioning rail system with more buses and ride sharing. This is how you decrease traffic and keep citizens
safe, and happy.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I-35 is practically in my back yard. I deal with the noise and pollution because otherwise I live in a great place.
Please don't make it worse.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Adding lanes is the wrong solution to this problem and will only result in wasting money, time, folks' private
property. Send the through traffic around Austin (130 toll), increase investments in mass transit (bus, rail) to
give us alternatives for getting to work and back home. Some times you have to quit digging to get out of a
hole.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #8.

We are opposed to the plan that widens I35 rather than finding a sensible solution that mitigates traffic and is
best for the community. Widening the stretch of road in downtown Austin will not create a solution to traffic,
but provide space for greater traffic.

See response to comment #6.

I oppose the current plan to widen I-35. This is not what the residents of Austin want. We want to see I-35
buried and capped and the east side reconnected to central Austin. The current plan furthers the oppression
of car supremacy and further ruins our great city. We want a bury and cap scheme.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.

314

No.

Commenter Name

798

Chris Gannon

Entry
Source
Date
9/15/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
We need a better solution than the one proposed by TXDOT. I would like to see a buried I-35, one with
connectivity between east and central Austin, an erasure of the historic redline that denied so many
Americans their opportunity to build family wealth. We need a solution that encourages walking and biking,
not one that induces more vehicular demand, further clogging up our city.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I urge you to reconsider the plan to widen the Interstate. Please consider the negative impact this will have on
our community. Instead look to improve public transportation options and local roads so locals do not have
take I-35 to commute. Furthermore, a green space where I-35 is would pay immeasurable dividends back to
the community. It would make the city more whole and more connected, rather than fragmented as it is now.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #1427.
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It would improve public access to green space and improve public health, especially in an area with few
options for shade. Please do anything but widen I-35. Thank you.
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Chris Kindel
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Chris Lazaro

9/1/2021

803

Chris Lundberg

9/18/2021 Email

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

The early reports on TxDOT's plans for the stretch of I35 read like TxDOT is planning a highway through
Houston in the late 1990s.It is shockingly out of touch with where transportation technology is headed, with
the City of Austin, with how the downtown core has changed in the past 10 years or so, with how Austin
residents will be using transportation in the next 30 years or so, and with what Austin residents want for our
city. It almost reads like an intentional effort by TxDOT to harm the city. We don't want a 16 or 20 lane
highway cutting downtown in half. That is absurd. If anything, we want a smaller footprint for the highway.
There is an excellent, wide open bypass to the east side of town. If the state wants a massive artery through
this region for transportation technology that will be archaic in 20 years, please do that on the bypass and not
through the middle of town. The tax revenue you will get from properties that can develop over a more urban
friendly corridor will help pay for this, too. I do like the idea of a cut and cap approach I have read and would
encourage the state to explore a solution along these lines for this stretch, with a goal of reducing rather than
widening the footprint.
It is critical that TxDOT not pursue any build option that adds impervious cover, displaces any residents or
businesses, nor induce additional driving by single-occupancy vehicles. Any plans that widen the freeway only
further the divide between east and west, generate more carbon emissions into a rapidly-changing climate,
and are counter to our goals to be a transit-, pedestrian-, and bicycle-friendly city. Any attempts to sell this
expansion as friendly to these modes is propaganda at best. Also, pretending that TTI is somehow an
"independent" reviewer is a joke, as their philosophy is antithetical to multimodal, climate-friendly cities.
Future plans for IH-35 must promote transit use, connect people (not just cars) across this right-of-way, and
make every attempt to mitigate the effects of urban heat island effect, flash flooding, and other impacts of
climate change. All the current build alternatives are an injustice to Austin, to the people of Texas, and to the
planet.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Chris Lyons
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Meeting
Comment
Form

805

Chris Lyons

9/9/2021

Email

Both of these I-35 alternate proposals are worse than what currently exists. Any redevelopment of I-35 that is
wider than the current footprint is basically a thumb in the eye to the city. Both of these alternative proposals
will exacerbate the problems that are supposedly being solved for. The disregarded Reconnect Austin
proposal is a valid compromise between the over-engineering presented here and the ideal of a city
boulevard in place of I-35. TxDot needs to consider moving people, rather than just automobiles. There needs
to be more pedestrian and bicycle crossings free from automobile interference. This includes frontage roads.
A pedestrian should be able to walk from East Austin to Downtown Austin without having to play chicken
across dangerous roads.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #247.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I have two children who attend/have attended Escuelita del Alma. Escuelita is a close-knit community filled
with families who are committed to creating opportunities for all kids. Escuelita is also a valued Austin
institution that truly promotes inclusivity and cultural awareness.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

As a member of the Escuelita community for more than six years, I was devastated to learn that the new
design for I-35 would destroy our believed little school.
It is no secret that highways often work as boundaries that reinforce racial and economic segregation. Going
forward with the new design for I-35 would not only destroy treasured physical spaces like Escuelita, but
would also strengthen racist practices that so many in this community are working hard to change.
Please know that ignoring the community and moving forward with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma would
cause over 200 families to lose their quality childcare and would remove a cherished institution from the city.
I urge you to provide a more thoughtful design for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway footprint should be
narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower footprint will
preserve existing homes and neighborhoods, local businesses, and our Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction. Please also think about including moving traffic to SH130 and b.
Rebuilding I-35 should be an opportunity to connect our communities and promote equity.

807

Chris Martin

808

Chris McInnis

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Email

With the design as is, I cannot support this project moving forward.
The area is wide enough you build roadway the put the frontage roads back in. Force all through trucks on to
the toll roads

See response to comment #19.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

809

Chris Moffatt

9/16/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses.
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Chris O'Connor

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Please hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values
.
Bury it and connect the east side to downtown. Building more lanes won’t solve the traffic issue. More lanes =
more problems.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #1427.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

812

Chris Peddie

9/15/2021 Email

813

Chris Praetzel

9/14/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

814

Chris Randazzo

9/15/2021 Email

815

Chris Rhodes

9/17/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
This city would be far better off with an urban boulevard where I-35 currently runs. We already have enough
capacity on other highways to carry the interstate's traffic; they would just need to be redesignated, as the
Texas Transportation Commission's own advisory committee recommended in 2011.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #30.

Bike Austin, our city’s largest bicycle advocacy organization, strongly opposes TxDOT’s proposed expansion of
I-35 through Austin. We urge TxDOT to work with the City of Austin and other stakeholders to thoroughly
study the community alternatives for I-35: Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute’s capand-stitch proposal. These alternatives should be fully evaluated alongside the TxDOT proposals in regard to
all relevant impacts, including air quality, noise, safety, vehicle miles traveled, climate change, and tax base.
Widening I-35 as currently proposed by TxDOT would encourage more driving in an area that is already overly
reliant on personal vehicles. Seizing 32 acres of land and razing over 140 homes and businesses would be
joined by a host of other impacts, including worsened air quality, noise, crashes, carbon emissions, and
economic impacts. This approach would contravene Austin’s values, goals, and priorities, including:
1. Austin Strategic Mobility Plan (2019): 50% of trips non-drive alone by 2039; “Reduce the amount of time
workers spend traveling between home and work”; “Build a transportation network that encourages social
interaction”; “Lower the risk of travel-related injury and promote public health”; “Draw inspiration from
forward-looking cities around the world, change the way we think about what’s possible, and set an example
for the rest of the country”
2. City of Austin Vision Zero goals (2019): Zero annual vehicular-related deaths and serious injuries within
Austin city limits
3. Austin climate goals (2014) (Austin City Council Resolution 20140410-024): Net zero community-wide
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050
4. Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan (2012): “Improve our air quality”; “Support... a variety of
transportation choices, while reducing sprawl, congestion, travel times, and negative impacts on existing
neighborhoods”; “Ensure growth is fiscally sound and environmentally sustainable”
5. Proposition A (Project Connect) (2020): 58% public vote for $7.1bn for public transportation
6. Proposition B (Safe Mobility For All) (2020): 67% public vote for $460m for walking, bicycling, and safer
streets
TxDOT is legally required under NEPA to consider meaningful alternatives for I-35; it has not done so in this
case. The Texas A&M Transportation Institute study of Reconnect Austin and Rethink35 was a flawed and
insufficient analysis. The study did not take into account the potential uses of reclaimed land near the existing
freeway that could reduce vehicle miles traveled by placing destinations within easy reach. Nor did it account
for the tax base implications of the various proposals; it considered the return of property to the tax base as a
cost rather than a benefit. The study only considered vehicle throughput, excluding from its study key issues
including safety, economic impacts, and the environment.
Given that Austin is about to embark on the construction of the urgently needed Project Connect transit
system, we encourage the Commission to shelve the plans to overhaul I-35 until the new transit system is in
place. In the meantime, we urge the Commission to focus instead on providing safer connections for
vulnerable road users, including people on bikes, along and across the existing freeway.
The fate of Austin and central Texas for generations to come is bound to the outcome of the I-35 process. We
hope that TxDOT will make substantial changes to its process moving forward to ensure the most beneficial
outcome. We look forward to hearing from you regarding this crucial matter.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Council members especially:
Today, every city planner knows that "stroads" are dangerous. And spaghetti junctions like this are ruining
both the flavor and context of a beautiful city. Building cities for people means building better roads and using
better planning. These youtube channels show even those of us with the weakest planning inclination just
way such construction is wrong headed. Please take the time to at least watch a few of these. Each of these
channels offers eye-opening information about what cities _should_ look like.
https://www.youtube.com/c/NotJustBikes <-- Contrasts cities, historic design trends and good and bad design
principals.

819

Chris Spurgeon

9/21/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

820

Chris Vaage

9/20/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #15
See response to comment #19

The I-35 corridor through Austin has long been a symbol of poor urban planning and a project that
disproportionately affects communities and historical neighborhoods of color. Today in Austin’s state of rapid
economic growth, it no longer makes sense to expand a highway that cuts right through the center of our city.
Its expansion furthers division, pollutes our downtown core, and creates an even more oppressive barrier for
pedestrians, bikers and residents. The interstate should not go directly through the city but instead be
rerouted to loop the city, for instance by making 183 the interstate and making I-35 a toll operated local
commuter highway. If city council will not push for a true fix like this, at least force TXDOT to propose a plan
that puts the Austin community first, such as by building a tunnel through the downtown corridor and
covering it above with usable pedestrian space. Studies show that lane expansion does not alleviate traffic.
Stop TXDOT from carrying out a plan that would harm the health and future of our city.

822

Christa Clark

9/16/2021 Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Any of the community proposals are better than a 20-lane highway. We must do better than this. I
understand cost is a concern; can't we get money from the upcoming federal infrastructure bill? Why isn't
TxDOT considering potential revenue from the sale of land adjacent to the freeway in the community
proposals? It doesn't seem like there was anything more than a cursory review of any of the proposals. This
isn't compromise, and it isn't moving forward with community input if the community input is simply ignored.

See response to comment #33.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33
See response to comment #65
See response to comment #685

I oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35
Capital Express Central project.

825

Christen Eschberger

9/23/2021 Email

826

Christi Martin

9/14/2021 Email

I understand the need for functional interstates, but this road goes through the middle of our city. Strong
opposition to this plan has been voiced by many in our community. We have a history of structural racism in
this town that can only be worsened by either of TxDOT's nearly identical proposals. Social, environmental,
economic - viewed through any lens, these plans are both bad for our city. There have been multiple
proposals that are better options. Please seriously consider those, as well as the community feedback you're
receiving. It may not be the most straightforward way, but I'm sure we can find a creative solution that
addresses all our competing needs better than this.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As a long-time resident and homeowner in the Cherrywood neighborhood, I am writing to oppose the
expansion of I-35. I do not believe it would solve the current congestion problem and could cause more
problems with the community. I support routing I35 to avoid central Austin (130 or 183) or expanding the
current I-35 underground and the surface repurposed. However, additionally private property should not be
condemned for the expansion to further negatively impact our community.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #15.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I do not support the plan for expansion of I-35.

See response to comment #6.

To TxDOT I-35 Capital Express Central Team,

See response to comment #7.

I am writing to express my continued support for the redevelopment of I-35 through Central Texas and in
particular the CapEx project in Central Travis County. This international corridor plays an integral role in our
nation, state and region, in addition to local trips served. It must be redeveloped to improve efficiency and
increase capacity in a manner that reflects our community values, integrates with the street network and
transit system and enhances safety for all modes.
Over the past decade, the nuances of the proposed project have evolved significantly due to TxDOT’s
willingness to listen to the needs and desires of this community. The commitment to lower the highway
through downtown and remove the decks north of the university were much needed, and are much
appreciated, commitments. As you hone in a final design, I encourage you to continue to give thorough
consideration to requests for alternate engineering and design features that will make this project a model for
the nation, a generational investment for which all Texans can be proud and a local asset, especially for those
who live with its impact daily.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Honorable Members of the Texas Transportation Commission,

The Capital Express Central segment of I-35 is often ranked #1
on the state’s Most Congested Roadways list. We are working
to develop a feasible, constructable, and multi-modal plan to
improve the interstate while minimizing impacts to the Central
Texas region.

As a leader at St. Edward's University, I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital
Express Central design process. I echo the comments submitted by university President, Montserrat Fuentes,
PhD:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
St. Edward’s University’s 160 acre campus sits just west of I-35 in South Austin. Many of our 3,500 students
and 800 staff and faculty rely on I-35 daily, as they travel between campus, home and other workplaces. This
roadway is critical infrastructure and directly impacts the operations and transportation connectivity to our
campus.
I-35 is seriously outdated and needs transformation through Austin to accommodate the rapid and immense
growth locally and across the state.
Accordingly, I am writing today on behalf of St. Edward’s University, to express my support for TxDOT to carry
forward Alternatives 2 and 3 of the I-35 Capital Express Central design for detailed analysis in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement ahead of the Fall 2022 Public Hearing.
As plans move forward, I request TxDOT carefully consider alternatives to demolitions and other negative
impacts on businesses and homes east of I-35. In our city, I-35 is a racial and social dividing line and has
caused harm to generations of minority and marginalized communities in East Austin. The Capital Express
Central project is an opportunity to engage neighborhoods and address inequities.
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Christie Curtis
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University leaders are prepared to discuss this project and its impacts on St. Edward’s property, operations,
and educational mission.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

833

Christina Enriquez

9/12/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

As an Austinite born and raised in what we used to call South Austin, which is now referred to as “close to
downtown,” I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering,
transportation, economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives,
including Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the
future of I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the
National Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
Historically, design decisions around I-35 have not fared the test of time well, and I'm concerned that this will
be no exception. We know from examples outside of our own community, like the expansion of the Katy
Freeway in Houston, that highway expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more
people to drive. Instead, an expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise,
and crashes - even worse.
It is critical that Austin adopt a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable plan.
Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for I-35 thorough
reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Christina Scott
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I'm a historic preservationist, and I will do whatever it takes to prevent TXDOT from demolishing another
property in my neighborhood. I will get signatures to include my neighborhood into the Hyde Park Historic
District as an amendment. I will even get my neighbors to donate legally binding conservation easements to
stop demolitions. I-35 devastated Austin's working class minority neighborhoods, and I will not let it happen
again. I am fortunate that my neighborhood is still relatively affordable. As a Latina who lives paycheck to
paycheck and has seen how Austin has continually built for the rich while pushing out the poor, shame on
you. The way to go is expanding public transportation access and reducing the need for cars in Austin. We
have been proven time and time again that highway expansion is only (and hardly) a temporary solution. This
is 2021, and cars aren't cool anymore.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

839

Christine Beardsley

9/15/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
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Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, I personally avoid driving on IH-35 whenever possible. I know something needs to be done with our
exploding population, but putting 20 lanes on I-35 seems insane to me.
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Christine Kachur

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

842

Christine Plonsky

9/15/2021 Email

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

I am a frequent driver of I-35 from Austin up through Dallas. One of the more miserable is the stretch through
Austin. The only other bottle necks up to Dallas are areas of construction, but for Austin, it's just a bottleneck
every day.
Our region is seeing unprecedented growth which shows no sign of slowing. I-35 through the Austin Metro is
going to continue to worsen year after year. This will not only be rough on our residents, but it will also put
brakes on our strong Texas economy.
I appreciate that some in the Austin area have grand visions of a boulevard or a park elevated above the road,
but these are lofty and really not TXDOT issues. Austin famously curtailed road development for years which
is part of the problem this project would help to solve and we cannot continue to wait while they add in more
expensive details.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT, and ask that you move forward without delay as this is so critically needed in our region.
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Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
please don't widen or expand 35 in a way that would displace existing businesses, perhaps take another,
closer look at the community proposals. thanks

I am disappointed by several elements of the surviving proposed alternatives, but I want to draw attention to
one thing that seems especially wasteful and destructive of the urban landscape: the persistence of wide
redundant frontage road lanes alongside freeway lanes.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #6.

Access to downtown destinations from an *interstate freeway* should be very limited by design - a freeway is
not an appropriate way to travel into the central core of a dense city. It looks like nearly a third of I-35's width
is unnecessary frontage road.

Frontage roads are inferior travel corridors to the freeway lanes, and they are inferior to city streets and
avenues as business/residence frontage. Abandoning them altogether would be a large improvement. Loop 1
does this, the Dallas North Tollway does a proper job without frontage roads of any kind; most of the
interstates going through San Jose CA refrain from stealing valuable urban land for frontage roads.

Please consider at least removing frontage roads in future projects if I-35 is a lost cause.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #30

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I was the Morningside-Ridgetop NA Secretary for a number of years at the beginning of this century, so I know
planning has been underway for a long time and that it is complicated both in terms of engineering as well as
in terms of "stakeholders." I also learned a healthy skepticism about TxDOT and its love for "spaghetti" (cf I-35
& Ben White, 183 and coming soon, 360), rather than for tackling traffic problems in more imaginative ways.
The proliferation of mini toll roads is another sign of disturbed motives and thinking about dealing with traffic.
So the call to stop the latest iteration of this "more lanes" approach to traffic is well worth considering. Most
especially as we go deeper into the climate change, bending ourselves around more lanes for car traffic seems
sort of an OCD approach to a what is a symptom and not the disease.
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Christopher Gray
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Please reconsider.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

850

Christopher Heathcott

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Please DO NOT widen the footprint of I-35 in central Austin. Please DO NOT seize land from homeowners and
businesses via eminent domain. Please DO NOT worsen traffic, pollution, and sprawl via induced demand like every other highway expansion project has done.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160
See response to comment #273.

Please DO fully and rigorously consider meaningful alternatives in the remaining EIS process, aside from the
two almost identical proposals to widen the freeway to 20 lanes, including a scenario
with two surface lanes, two managed lanes, and three main lanes in each direction –
with this scenario optimized to the Reconnect Austin vision, as well as the Rethink35
proposal to remove the freeway, replace it with an urban boulevard, and instead fully
reconnect the much more efficient and safe option of the historic urban street grid, and
entertain a scenario based on the Our Future 35 and Downtown Austin Alliance
proposals.
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I simply do not understand the resistance to the ideas that do not expand the width of TX DOT ROW. The
alternatives proposed by Reconnect Austin and ULI offer the potential of separating through-put traffic from
local traffic. They are more expensive on the front end, but they can offset that by generating income by
freeing up ROW for long term land leases. The expansion may solve the problem in the short term, but does
nothing toward healing the scar IH-35 has cut through our city. Look at other states and cities that have done
this. Have they not paid for themselves?
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I had hope TxDOT would seriously consider alternatives to the short sighted environmentally and socially
destructive business-as-usual expansion of IH-35. What's really frustrating is that it won't help traffic
congestion! I grew up in the DFW metroplex and witnessed the constant expansion of the highway system
that briefly relieved traffic congestion only to see greater congestion induced by the larger highways.
I have lived in Austin for over twenty years and a few blocks east of IH-35 for the past twelve years. The
thought of IH 35 expanding and destroying more of Central Austin is heart wrenching. We have an
opportunity to decrease traffic congestion AND heal the scar that separates East Austin from West Austin.
Unfortunately, TxDOT is proposing a quick fix that will only produce more traffic in the future.
Yes, the alternatives will cost more money and take more time, but unlike the BILLIONS required for the
TxDOT solution, the alternative plans provide the certainty of generating income for the State by leasing
recaptured ROW and our city through a TIF and increased commercial property values.
When you compare the long term solution potential for traffic congestion, expense reduction, revenue
generation, urban beauty, environmental sustainability and social healing the alternative plans to TxDOT's
current plan it's a no-brainer decision.
But perhaps that's the problem.....there's no brain there.
Fight for a smarter and better solution!
A solution that truly is "no wider and no higher"
A solution that won't add 32 more acres to the scar running through our city
A solution that won't destroy central Austin homes, but create land for greatly needed housing
A solution that complies and exceeds the requirements of NEPA
A solution that enhances opportunities for local transportation alternatives to SOVs
A solution that speeds up traffic moving through our city
A solution that betters air quality instead of making it worse
A solution that helps fight climate change instead of increasing the problem
And most of all, a solution that helps heal the social divide between east and west Austin.
With your leadership we can do this!

See response to comment #33.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Please, please stop this shortsighted expansion of this rift through our city.
This is an opportunity to heal our city. TxDOT's current plan only makes the problem worse.
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As an Austin citizen I wanted to express my deep concern for the expansion of I-35 and the ecological/social
impacts. All recent research on grey infrastructure systems has demonstrated that simply expanding highways
with additional lanes does not facilitate better traffic flow, but rather increases the volume of vehicles on the
roadway. And thus presents a direct health impact on thousands of residents surrounding the highway, and in
Austin more broadly. As a Cherrywood community member I would like to see the City select a design that
incorporates green infrastructure elements - additional street trees, bike lanes, pedestrian paths and plazas that will help absorb rainwater, improve air quality and overall well-being. Austin does not need a bigger
highway, but rather a diversity of reliable transit options and a strong communications plan to ensure buy-in
and ridership. Please do not simply expand the highway, but instead think critically about progressive urban
design planning that incorporates the needs of Austinites and the diverse ecosystems we depend upon.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6
See response to comment #8
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #4.

I am aware that the department of transportation is unofficially the department of car management. This is
not transportation. Transportation is better described as mobility, and this letter is in response to a project
that will destroy mobility; it will cause economic, social, environmental, and class stagnation. It must be
People over cars - now, always, forever. This project is antithetical to this ideal.
Hereby, I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part
of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

857

Christopher Lowery

9/1/2021
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Christopher Mauch
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am strongly against the proposed I-35 Capital Express project. If the goal here is to improve mobility for
people in Austin, the solution is not to add more lanes to the highway (which will inevitably reach capacity in
our rapidly growing city and wind up just as gridlocked as the current version of I-35 is now) but rather
expanding mass transit options. Expanding I-35 will demolish peoples homes and businesses, worsen the
disparity between Central Austin and East Austin and worsen traffic. The best solution would be to rip out I-35
and replace it with mass transit and bike lanes, but this is Texas and I don't see that happening any time soon.
So, if we must keep the highway, we should bury it, cap the whole thing, and create a large green space
winding through the center of the city. Go down, not out. Please.
I oppose the expansion of i35.

See response to comment #8
See response to comment #1398

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please start spending money on expanding the light rail and bus lines instead of increasing highway lanes.
Cities around the world have shown that mass transit works to help a city grow, while addiction to cars cannot
scale.

No higher. Not wider.
I am an austinite who has been here for over 12 years and plan to raise my children here. Find another
solution, I do not want more lanes on 35. Divert it around the city or bury I-35 with a tunnel, or look to high
speed rail between SA and ATX and DAL and HOU. Stop putting band aids on growth and come up with
solutions that don’t increase the carbon footprint as well as make our city ugly.
Please don’t just make I-35 wider. This highway is a mess and the extra managed lanes is not a good solution.
Move the traffic out of the center of the city, bury the highway, boulevard it; do anything different! Be bold,
don’t just add lanes. Adding lanes DOES NOT HELP! Please think outside of the box for this massive project!

See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

864

Christopher Viesca

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Christopher Weimer

9/12/2021 Virtual
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am disappointed there are not more forward-looking plans for I-35 than building it wider. As someone who
uses it regularly and lives less than a mile from the highway, I know it's in need of work. We have a rare
opportunity to improve our city and state's infrastructure, and I fear we're wasting it with the same old, triedand-true, 20th century ways of thinking that will be obsolete even before construction is completed.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Comment
Form
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Christy Schirmer

9/24/2021 Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please do whatever you can to remove as many lanes as possible from I-35 in the central Austin region.
I especially like the idea of replacing the controlled access highway with a pedestrian/transit/bike/business
area. The development of the land could be a huge economic boon to the area. I think the removal of the
highway would greatly improve the quality of life of everyone in Austin.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Please reconsider solutions that take no additional right of way for the form public and private owners
adjacent to the highway.
Revive the alternative option of tunneling underground for IH-35 in the downtown portion & remove the
upper decks. Adding above ground linking of East Austin & downtown, known as the stitching method to bring
true connectedness of the downtown area.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

873

Cindy Heiser

9/24/2021 Email

874

Cindy Matula

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
To TxDOT I-35 Capital Express Central Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

I am writing to express my continued support for the redevelopment of I-35 through Central Texas and in
particular the CapEx project in Central Travis County. This international corridor plays an integral role in our
nation, state and region, in addition to local trips served. It must be redeveloped to improve efficiency and
increase capacity in a manner that reflects our community values, integrates with the street network and
transit system and enhances safety for all modes.
Over the past decade, the nuances of the proposed project have evolved significantly due to TxDOT’s
willingness to listen to the needs and desires of this community. The commitment to lower the highway
through downtown and remove the decks north of the university were much needed, and are much
appreciated, commitments. As you hone in on a final design, I encourage you to continue to give thorough
consideration to requests for alternate engineering and design features that will make this project a model for
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the nation, a generational investment for which all Texans can be proud and a local asset, especially for those
who live with its impact daily.

875

Cindy Widner

9/24/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I have lived on the east side of I-35 in Austin (in a property I own and pay taxes on) for 20 years. I write to
oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital
Express Central project for the following reasons: 1) It's clear that induced demand is a real and proven
phenomenon--expanding the highway will increase congestion. 2) The climate change emergency is real--you
all know this. *All* appropriate federal, state, and local transportation money (provided by taxpayers in one
form or another) needs to go toward immediate transit solutions that do not involve individual motorized
vehicles, 3) I can personally testify that crossing I-35 on overpasses in central Austin (east-west) on foot or by
bicycle is a dangerous, terrifying nightmare and a situation that actively discourages using anything but a
motorized vehicle to do so, 4) The only way to heal the "scar," as it's been called, between East Austin and the
rest of the city is to erase that border and replace it with safer places that can be experienced and moved
through on a human scale, 5) leaders seem to be overlooking the fact that capping I-35 in the central city
would provide both private and public development opportunities that would benefit far more people *and*
companies than would highway expansion, and 6) highway removal has been proven to be a far more
successful approach than highway expansion when it comes to long-term transportation goals.

See response to comment #30
See response to comment #33
See response to comment #273
See response to comment #685
See response to comment #1398

I'd also like to add that I will support any lawsuit that is brought against the Texas Department of
Transportation over this matter (see: Harris County's lawsuit over I-45).
TxDOT has a legal requirement under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to seriously consider
meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban
Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial
injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with
City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Hello,

See response to comment #30
See response to comment #33
See response to comment #273
See response to comment #685
See response to comment #1398

I have lived on the east side of I-35 in Austin (in a property I own and pay taxes on) for 19 years. I write to
oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital
Express Central project for the following reasons: 1) It's clear that induced demand is a real and proven
phenomenon--expanding the highway will increase congestion. 2) The climate change emergency is real--you
all know this. *All* appropriate federal, state, and local transportation money (provided by taxpayers in one
form or another) needs to go toward immediate transit solutions that do not involve individual motorized
vehicles, 3) I can personally testify that crossing I-35 on overpasses in central Austin (east-west) on foot or by
bicycle is a dangerous, terrifying nightmare and a situation that actively discourages using anything but a
motorized vehicle to do so, 4) The only way to heal the "scar," as it's been called, between East Austin and
the rest of the city is to erase that border and replace it with safer places that can be experienced and moved
through on a human scale, 5) leaders seem to be overlooking the fact that capping I-35 in the central city
would provide both private and public development opportunities that would benefit far more people *and*
companies than would highway expansion, and 6) highway removal has been proven to be a far more
successful approach than highway expansion when it comes to long-term transportation goals.
With its current plan, TxDOT is denying a full and robust study of meaningful alternatives while signaling its
intention to widen I-35's footprint, seize 32 acres of land, and destroy more than 140 local homes and
businesses.
TxDOT has a legal requirement under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to seriously consider
meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals bu Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the
Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial
injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with
City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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I'd also like to add that I will support any lawsuit that is brought against the Texas Department of
Transportation over this matter (see: Harris County's lawsuit over I-45).
I just don’t see why we can’t do a new thing , a RIGHT thing, even if it costs more. Why not create a
neighborhood park where East Avenue once was that would invite a healthy mixing of east and west Austin?
We have 130 toll road already in place that is, as I understand, underused. Why can’t that be the new I-35?
Admittedly part of my desire to relocate I-35 stems from the proximity of my home to it, but I also don’t even
want to visualize the future mess it will be if TexDOT just keeps on adding more lanes as demand increases
until there is a hideous and impenetrable river of concrete and cars that will make any semblance of
community cohesion utterly impossible. I mean, what is important here? At some point we’re going to have to
stop and think about what is right and life giving for human beings.

See response to comment #19.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values
The only way I can afford to buy a condo in Austin is by living directly next to I-35. There are about 30 feet
between my 500 square foot condo and I-35. Under the expansion the highway would be moved even closer
to my front door and my property value as well as air quality and quality of life would plummet. Please do not
make Austin less affordable and less livable for folks who can’t afford to move away from the highway.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Our city is losing the qualities that make it unique, and we need to protect the historic character of our core.
There are other viable options that would not destroy that character that have been proposed. We also are
having long standing promises to our community broken yet again.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

882

Clair Hopper

9/16/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Highway expansions through urban areas are thoroughly counter to the health, safety, and futures of Texans.
They destroy homes and communities, increase air pollution and respiratory disease rates, increase highspeed crashes, and increase contributors to climate change via tailpipe emissions. As public representatives,
you should not be considering them. I am a former Texas resident with family in Austin, including elderly
people near the site of the expansion who are at risk of respiratory disease. I am also a survivor of climate
disasters like Hurricane Harvey, Tropical Storm Imelda, and Winter Storm Uri. Finally, I am a survivor of highspeed vehicle crashes. These things are not unrelated. You have the power to protect your constituents from
all of them.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

883

Claire Kurio

9/16/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

885

Claire Patrick

9/13/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

886

Claire Stieg

9/3/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please consider alternative options that won't result in a massive expansion of the highway which will result in
displacing businesses, prioritizing cars, and more than likely not improve traffic conditions. I live on the east
side of Austin and commute to work, visit businesses, and travel to friends using 35. This is not the right
solution. We should be prioritizing other forms of transportation, make biking safer and more accessible, and
avoid creating a Houston-like stressful traffic jam. Please please please reconsider the effect this plan will
have on the city and its residents.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.
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I am a young licensed architect who lives and works in central Austin. I care deeply about the urban
environment of our city, and I strongly endorse the NO build option at this time. Both options proposed
embrace a car-centric regressive future for our city.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

Rather than healing the egregious divide that I-35 intentionally created to separate our city along racial lines,
these plans dig into the scar. Sunken or not, crossing 20 lanes of traffic on bike or foot is terrifying and
detrimental to human health.

888

Clara Bradbury

9/22/2021 Email

Studies show that adding traffic lanes ultimately increases cars on the road. We are living in a climate crisis.
Our city needs to be investing in a future in which public transportation is embraced.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Clare Leddy
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Clark Bockhahn
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Widening I35 will only make it more unsafe, add more pollution and disruption to our city's life. It will
displacing more of Austin's citizens and businesses. Ultimately, it will be the same as it is now but on a larger
scale. There are alternative roadways around Austin. Those should be widened, NOT I35.

I strongly oppose TxDOT's proposed widening of I-35 in central Austin as it impacts local businesses and
residents. Alternate solutions should be considered that will not displace private businesses and degrade
quality of life for people living near the corridor.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

893

Clarke Heidrick

9/14/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
To TxDOT I-35 Capital Express Central Team,

See response to comment #7.

I am writing to express my continued support for the redevelopment of I-35 through Central Texas and in
particular the CapEx project in Central Travis County. This international corridor plays an integral role in our
nation, state and region, in addition to local trips served. It must be redeveloped to improve efficiency and
increase capacity in a manner that reflects our community values, integrates with the street network and
transit system and enhances safety for all modes.
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Over the past decade, the nuances of the proposed project have evolved significantly due to TxDOT’s
willingness to listen to the needs and desires of this community. The commitment to lower the highway
through downtown and remove the decks north of the university were much needed, and are much
appreciated, commitments. As you hone in on a final design, I encourage you to continue to give thorough
consideration to requests for alternate engineering and design features that will make this project a model for
the nation, a generational investment for which all Texans can be proud and a local asset, especially for those
who live with its impact daily.
If you proceed with these plans, you will be killing two long standing family-owned Austin small businesses. At
this time, it is imperative we preserve what's left of the soul of true Austin. Both Whip In and Travis Heights
Wine & Spirits are community hubs in which people have relied for decades. If you must go on, at least go for
alternative 3 which preserves the businesses although they will need considerable funds to refurbish their
properties to continue doing business.
It saddens me to see what Austin has become. Funding public transportation instead of destroyinglivelyhoods
to make room for more traffic doesn't seem the right way to go.

See response to comment #33.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6,
See response to comment #8
See response to comment #19
See response to comment #247
See response to comment #1427

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
The city just raised taxes to finally improve public transportation. The solution to Austin's traffic problem is
not a wider I-35 but investment in public transportation, more cycling options, and diversion of through-traffic
to go around, rather than through our city.

896

Claudia Fuentes

9/24/2021 Email

It is already challenging and dangerous to cross I-35 via bicycle now. The proposed expansion would make it
even more difficult and would truly cut Austin in half, negating past years' efforts to connect east and west
Austin.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

897

Clay Hunn

9/24/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Greetings. I reach out to you with much concern about your current plans for I35 in Central Austin. The
widening of the freeway will remove many business and create a huge barrier in the middle of our lovely city.
Please rethink those plans. There are ways to stay within the current footprint. Get creative with this project.
And get behind the capping of sections in the downtown area. Texdot can do this. This should be a truly
inspired redo. The capital of Texas deserves nothing less. Thanks for you attention.

See response to comment #6
See response to comment #13
See response to comment #160
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Hello,

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #13.

As an Austin resident, I am very aware of the traffic issue on I-35. My wife drives on it every day.
However, I feel the current plans being proposed are not good solutions that take into account all the
appropriate factors. The additional land use taking land away in an already very tight housing market and
displacing tax paying business does not seem prudent.
Similarly, the interstate breaks up the city and separates out communities in a way that is detrimental to the
city's culture.
I support a plan more in line with Reconnect Austin that proposes converting I-35 into a boulevard above
ground and tunneling underground as needed.

899

Clay Pearson

9/1/2021

Email

In addition, I think a focus should be put on other transportation modes such as rail, biking, and walking in the
overall transportation plans.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #13.

Hello,
As an Austin resident, I am very aware of the traffic issue on I-35. My wife drives on it every day. I am
supportive and hopeful about improving Austin's transportation infrastructure and it's impact on the citizens
of Austin.
However, I feel the current plans being proposed by TxDOT are not good solutions that take into account all
the appropriate factors.
First, I think that it's important to note that there is strong evidence that building new highways does not
relieve congestion and can, in fact, make it worse.
Broadly, my major concern is that the whole situation is not being looked at holistically in terms of what the
follow on consequences will be.
The additional land use taking land away in an already very tight housing market and displacing tax paying
business does not seem prudent to me.
Similarly, the interstate breaks up the city and separates out communities in a way that I feel is detrimental to
the city's culture.
All the proposals so far presented by TxDOT seem extremely narrow with only minor variations and a failure
to grasp the larger issue.
I support a plan more in line with Reconnect Austin or Cap and Stitch that supports building and expanding,
but considers other factors important to the city.
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I want this project to deliver a safer, economically-sustainable, and beautiful Austin. Please afford this project
a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for I-35 thorough reviews. This review, under
the National Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community
alternatives.
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Please do not make I-35 in Austin wider or taller. Our city’s wellbeing was harmed by the current highway,
and making the road wider or taller will only exacerbate the problems. We need a solution that brings East
Austin and West Austin closer together, not furthers the divide.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

902

Clif Tipton

9/21/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
Greetings,

See response to comment #6
See response to comment #19
See response to cmment #160

Please stop this latest terrible idea from TXDoT. I-35 is a blight on downtown. In my opinion it should be rerouted around the center of town. It stands as a monstrous relic of racial division in this community. More
lanes will only fill up with more gridlock. There are several alternative solutions that are better than this
horrible proposal that would destroy at least 140 houses and businesses to make a major roadway that is
already dysfunctional even larger and more useless.
903

Cliff Howell

9/14/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

358

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

904

Cliff Kendall

9/24/2021 Email

[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Other PDF Attachments."]
Good Morning,

Comment noted.
Comments regarding a specific property will be addressed
directly with the commenter or property owner.

Please see our collective comments on how the potential project will impact our clients current site. Please
let us know how we can assist in the process, in providing additional comments/communication.
Thank you and have a great afternoon.
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I’d like to express my strong disapproval of increasing capacity on I-35 through central Austin. I-35 has been a
profoundly negative presence in our city dividing us from our neighbors, increasing safety concerns, creating
noise and air pollution and decreasing the livability of this great city. There in no way should be any small
businesses or homes destroyed by increasing the footprint of I-35. It is with great disappointment that I read
TXDOT’s plans to amplify the evisceration of Austin even as ample evidence shows the negative impact major
highways have on communities they divide. I-35 should be rerouted around Austin and the current route of I35 returned to a safe city boulevard with increased safety and security for all modes of traffic including
bicycles and pedestrians. In this time of great racial reckoning it should also be noted that I-35 through Austin
has stood as a symbol of racial and economic division since it’s inception and now is the perfect time to begin
to heal that historic wound by rerouting I-35 around the city and reunifying east and west Austin. What an
incredible opportunity we have before us if we accept the challenge.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
My property at 1039 E. 43rd St. will be impacted by both two and three – two currently shows the most
impact, three ambiguous on ho much impact. I’d like some more clarification on how rendition three will
impact my lot.
I support the project moving forward in any of the proposed designs. The community has waited far long for
the expansion of I-35. There are factions of the population that will never be satisfied and I hope the small
vocal minority opposed to ANY planned retooling of I-35 will not be able to derail/postpone the project.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
In its current state, I-35 is an eye-sore, often an inconvenience, and almost always a barrier for Austinites
trying to get around their own city. Expanding the interstate would fix none of these problems, but would
further pollute the city, eat away at valuable real estate that could provide housing and business space
instead of a few more yards of asphalt, and would likely make the city even more difficult to navigate for
those trying to travel within it rather than through it. There is considerable infrastructure research that makes
it clear: widening roads doesn't solve traffic problems, but it often increases traffic accidents. I see no reason
to follow through on TxDOT's proposal and hope you will actively work to find an actually workable solution to
Austin's infrastructure problems that will improve the quality of life in the city.
Any construction on I35 should be to reduce its footprint, not expand it. I35 currently divides what would be a
really amazing, walkable downtown. I’d support routing more lanes around Austin, or burying I35 so that
pedestrians can move freely though the city. But adding lanes and creating a larger footprint would be a
mistake.

Comments regarding a specific property will be addressed
directly with the commenter or property owner.
See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #15.
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In the long term, the I-35 should be rerouted around the downtown core of Austin instead of expanding the
width and traffic intensity of the interstate. The 183 and 130 highways are alternative paths through traffic
offload. The land occupied by the I-35 in the downtown core should be reclaimed and redeveloped by private
enterprise and local government. If I-35 must remain in some form through downtown, it should be capped
and covered and limited in width as described in the “Reconnect Austin” community proposal.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.

There is not sufficient evidence that expanding the I-35, as proposed by TxDOT, will reduce traffic congestion
through downtown Austin in the long term. Previous expansions of other interstates in Texas, such as I-10 in
Katy, did not result in long term reduction in traffic congestion. Freeways do a fantastic job of connecting
different cities to each other, but fail when trying to deliver traffic through the densest part of a city.
TxDOT also has the opportunity to unite two portions of Austin, by rerouting or burying I-35, that were
divided decades ago by I-35. First, this reconnects a city that should not have been divided in the first place
and helps to culturally reunite the two halves. Second, it will enable the redevelopment of some of the most
valuable real estate in Central Texas. Downtown real estate once occupied by the freeway can be
redeveloped. People enjoy working and living downtown; they do not enjoy freeways.
Building out the TxDOT proposed expansion will require additional eminent domain to make space for
additional lanes, whereas removing I-35 will return many acres to private business and local government.

913

Colby Simpson

9/22/2021 Email

I believe widening the I-35 through downtown will be a costly mistake that will have a negative impact on the
residents of Austin for decades to come.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Cole Kennedy
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

916

Cole Stephens

9/9/2021

Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Texas Transportation Commission Chair J. Bruce Brugg vowed that TXDOT would go no higher and no wider in
the Austin portion of the I-35 capital project. And yet TXDOT is only considering 20-lane designs that do
exactly that as it goes through the NEPA process. TXDOT must consider the community alternatives presented
and endorsed by members of civic organizations and city government: including the Rethink I-35 proposal to
replace I-35 with a boulevard and reroute true interstate traffic onto congestion-free 130, the Reconnect
Austin proposal to bury I-35, redevelop the land and restore the historic street grid, as well as the cap and
stitch proposal to bury I-35 and cap it with much needed green space in an underserved section of the city

See response to comment #8
See response to comment #33

TXDOT must recognize that their projections of traffic growth on I-35 have continuously failed despite massive
growth in Austin. The downtown portion of I-35 in 2019 had an average annual daily traffic of 200,000, the
exact same as in 2000, despite TXDOT projections of doubling within that time period when this project was
originally conceived.
TXDOT must consider the air quality, livability, economic justice, and climate emission impacts of continuing
down the same fruitless path of adding road-lane miles and vehicle miles traveled. End this functional
fixedness, the bashing every congestion nail with the hammer of freeway widening.

918

Colin Clark

9/16/2021 Email

Transit is a more space efficient solution to the engineering problem at hand. If there are to be elevated lanes
above I-35, make them bus only as in the City of Houston's proposal for I-45. This will carry people, more
efficiently, at lower cost to the planet and the taxpayer.
And remember also the example of I-45 when it comes to title VI of the Civil Rights Act. TXDOT's current I-35
alternatives demolish black & hispanic businesses, homes, and churches but leave wealthy, whiter
neighborhoods on the western side of the city untouched. There is a clear disparate impact, and if TXDOT
wants any project at all to survive litigation they must consider and choose the community proposed
alternatives.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I do no support this project being implemented

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I-35 should be buried and the highly valuable real estate above it should become a boulevard for local traffic,
park space and mixed use.
Look at how East Avenue used to look vs. the monster we have there today.
https://twitter.com/TracesofTexas/status/1441409588687998979?s=20
I hope that TxDOT and Austin consider the people who live, work and visit Austin, and how burying or
dismantling 35 would vastly improve the city. I do not support expanding the highway, and if anything is done
aside from removing it, I hope TxDOT at least has the heart to bury it so that Austin doesn't become the next
Houston.
Please don’t do this. This plan will destroy property values for so many Hancock-area homes that the owners
(myself included) have worked so hard for so many years to maintain. All our work and investment will go
down the drain once the freeway is on top of residences in our neighborhood. Please do something else. Or
even nothing at all. This expansion plan is just a terrible idea for the folks close to 35.
As a lifelong Austinite, I’m very excited and supportive of this much needed project.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #7.
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My main concerns are: will the new road support a growing population, consider climate change, and what
will happen to the businesses? On one hand we need to consider where housing capacity can go, can folks get
over I-35, what will happen to locally owned businesses being displaced AND does it support a rapidly
changing climate.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.

With housing, we have limited inventory in Austin. This is why many people who are experiencing
homelessness live and use under roadways. This area is visible and provides shade. What will happen to these
individuals? Is there a plan to house these folks? Additionally, will these new roads support a growing Austin
population? Or will this have to be redone several years later?

While roads maybe helpful, I do think a future of public transportation (trains, buses, bicycles, safe walking
spaces) needs to be considered. Since I-35 is an artery are alternate modes of transport beyond cars being
considered? I-35 is also a natural barrier between East and Central. It appears crossing over it is limited. This
would be a disservice for alternative modes of transport (pedestrian, bicycles, scooters) over this highway.

927

Colleen Cappellini

9/9/2021

Email

Finally, while the businesses along frontage road between Edgewood and 38th maybe unsavory to some,
these are locally owned businesses who employ locals. Will these businesses be able to relocate and reopen if
they are displaced by construction and a new road?
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

929

Colleen Knox

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I support the plan which turns this section of I 35 into a boulevard. Multiple park & rides with vans holding 8
people should be encouraged by adding 2 HOV lanes. Then, 2 lanes for everyone else.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #273.

In the simplest terms - widening a freeway is nothing more than an action of false “progress”. Adding more
lanes does nothing to ease or solve traffic. We can see from highway expansions elsewhere that they serve
only to increase demand on the same roads. The solution to traffic congestion is to invest in infrastructure
that allows for serious alternatives to car travel.
Please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans,
goals, and values.
932

Colton Mitchell

9/16/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

368

No.

Commenter Name

933

Connie Haham

Entry
Source
Date
9/24/2021 Email

934

Connor Anderson

9/10/2021 Email

935

Connor Coleman

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

936

Connor Downs

9/22/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Please DON’T expand. Having more lanes would only help for a short time until those too filled up.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

Austin has been split in half by IH35 for several generations now, and that divsion of the city has been good
for no one. If the highway is expanded to accomodate more cars and trucks, the city will be further split, the
traffic noise and pollution (leading to asthma and other health problems) will increase. Eating into the
neighborhoods in central Austin through imminent domain is bad policy. In 10 or 15 years people will be living
differently and wonder how we could have so privileged the car at the expense of health, calm, and
neighborhoods. Don’t do it! Follow the example of cities which are actually undoing their super highways of
the past to make their cities more people friendly.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Building this highway expansion will further destroy the culture of Austin, as well as contribute to the
constant gentrification of the historic East Side. The IH-35 expansion will not solve the traffic issue, in fact it
will most likely make the issue worse. Austin has previously had it’s own special charm, however recently the
city has begun to look more soulless and the highway expansion will directly contribute to this. The Star Seeds
diner, along with many other businesses, will be removed as well, destroying jobs and beloved businesses. I
kindly ask for those proposing this idea to reconsider and take the consequences of this issue into
consideration.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
We need an I-35 that’s no higher and no wider. It needs to complement our transit investments and prioritize
the safety and comfort of pedestrians and bikes

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.

In the face of ongoing climate catastrophe, it is beyond malpractice to invest resources in another highway
expansion that will fail to alleviate traffic or achieve any improvement in mobility for the working and middle
classes of Austin. Highway expansion is a bald-faced subsidy for the fossil fuel industry that is most
responsible for global warming. As a lifelong citizen of Austin, I want investments in public transportation and
green energy, and an end to failed urban policies based around cars. Anything less is climate denialism.
Just build the tunnel and the boulevard. Any serious transportation expert known that highways through the
middle of a city is a terrible idea. We’ve known this for decades. Stop repeating the same mistakes people
have made in Houston, Dallas, San Antonio, and most other cities. All of those cities have much larger
highway networks and they have worse traffic than we do. Build some trains!

See response to comment #30

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #15.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
By widening the highway and seizing adjacent homes/businesses, the city will become less dense and
therefore less suitable for walking/cycling/transit. Any gains from the additional lanes will be negated by the
additional cars put on the road due to new urban sprawl.
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Dedicated lanes for cowboys, donkeys, and urban husky sleds would however be quite welcome... just no
cars.
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Conor Kenny

9/1/2021
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Conor Obrien
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Virtual
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Email

All the alternatives are terrible. Do not expand this scar that divides our city. All of that construction
disruption just to build more lanes so people can get through Austin faster is NOT worth it to the people of
Austin. Only a transformational project that is appropriate to route through the downtown of a major
metropolis is acceptable for all this disruption and cost. Go with the Reconnect Austin plan. DOING NOTHING
is better than any of the alternatives put forth by TxDOT.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Expansion doesn’t work, look at California. There’s smarter ways please consider putting the highway
underground.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for all you’re doing to help with the I-35 issues through Austin. It’s a mess, and it’s too important
not to be doing bold and urgent things to fix it.
I support TxDOT’s proposed I-35 Capital Express Central design.
Thank you for leading.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
An expansion of I-35 goes against everything Austin stands for. It is time to invest seriously in public
transportation and a train that actually makes sense using existing tracks. Take all 18 wheelers off I-35
through downtown, or toll them heavily. They cause the most accidents between Ben White and 183. The
further pollution and displacement this expansion would cause would be detrimental to the heart of the city.
“As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.=Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will
lose their quality childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative
options, including moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed
as a generational opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.=

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Traffic in Austin is terrible; we all know this. But we also know that widening the size of I-35 will do nothing to
help solve these problems. I am opposed to TxDOT's proposal to take land from homeowners and business
owners which will damage our city. I support plans to reduce the size and impact of I-35 to reduce the
divisions in our city that it creates. Cities such as Seattle and Dallas have successfully done this same thing, we
can too. Building bigger highways is shortsighted and a waste of taxpayer money.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

951

Corinne Hurlbert

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am wholeheartedly opposed to TxDOT's plans to destroy Austin homes and businesses in a misguided
attempt to "solve" Austin traffic by widening I-35. This will be a huge waste of money and do nothing to solve
the traffic and social problems caused by the highway. TxDOT should stop with this reckless waste and
consider the many alternative proposals put forth to reduce the scar of I-35 on the city and implement a
solution to traffic that will actually work. No wider and no higher!

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Cory Parker

9/17/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

highway footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A
narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from
needless destruction.
Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.
We've been at Escuelita del Alma for 6.5 years, and there is no better place on earth for our kids than here.
PLEASE do not displace them, which would be the equivalent of CLOSING them forever.
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I cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I request TxDOT choose an alternative in which I-35 is not widened, but instead expands transportation
options, improves bike/ped crossings, and remains in the existing footprint.

As a city, we should be setting goals to be more compact and connected, to get more people out of
commuting via car and instead via walking, biking, or public transport. With us, as citizens, pushing forward a
larger public transportation order last year -- project connect -- we are telling you that we are prioritizing this
compact, less car reliant goal. Therefore, expanding I-35 goes against these wishes. Additionally, we need to
make strides in maintaining the business, schools, and communities that surround 35. We need to right our
wrongs from the past, those which began with 35's construction in the first place. We need to better connect
east and west Austin rather than widen the gap. We need to make sure we are doing the right thing for our
future as this massive project will affect us for the next 75 years.
I oppose the proposals as currently designed. What happened to "No wider and no higher?" The additional
lanes will cause countless businesses to close, encroach upon my neighborhood, among others, and likely will
not undo the damage that I-35 has caused Austin. I support removal of the upper decks but urge another look
at the community-based alternatives that have been written off as too expensive. The city deserves creative
solutions and exploration of all available funds (such as the Build Back Better act) to make improvements to
this unfortunate stretch of highway.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #1427

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.

I write to stronglyoppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part
of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.

960

Courtney Meador

9/9/2021

Email

We do not need to destroy homes and displace people, only to create more traffic, pollution and vehicular
fatalities. We need to improve mass transit and walking/biking options.
As a mother of a young child, I want my child's future to be better not worse. I want it to be safe and healthy.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Courtney Meador

9/16/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Hello,

I am writing to express my dissent against any plan that disrupts East Austin and any of the surrounding
historical businesses and landmarks. I support a plan that expands public transit, not one that includes
building more lanes.
Bury I-35 through Austin. It would be amazing it would increase land value and taxes and reduce traffic. I-35 is
a mess push all commercial through vehicles out of town on to 130, isn't that what its for?

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #15.

Cap I-35 connect the city push the through vehicle out to the toll road it's been great in other xities

See response to comment #13.

Please do not add more capacity at the expense of neighborhoods and local businesses. We have the
opportunity to do something that looks to the future instead of the past, and enhances the surrounding
community by turning I-35 into a mixed use boulevard where it traverses downtown. Both Boston and San
Francisco have replaced freeways with parks and multi-transport options to great success. We have the
opportunity to do the same, and direct freeway traffic outside of the dense urban core.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. As someone who drives on I-35 every day in my commute, I cannot keep
silent.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Craig Campbell

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values. Our community deserves to work towards healing and inclusivity - not be stuck with
another concrete jungle that continues to divide.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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As a long time resident of Austin, an employee of the state and an American citizen, I would like to register my
protest against the I-35 Capital Express Central project. This is a terrible idea that will degrade the quality of
life in our city and will further indebt us to automotive infrastructures. This is exactly the wrong time to be
building out this highway through the city. This is the wrong vision for Austin and the wrong infrastructure
approach for Texas.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway segments in Texas. Further, not only
does it serve a community that has become a leader in expanding the economic well-being of the State, it
constitutes a significant stretch of one of the most important transportation corridors in the United States.
Recognizing the highway’s importance to our state, your organization has made great strides toward
expanding the capacity of this “Main Street of Texas” up and down the corridor. It’s now time (beyond time)
to call for bold and decisive action to transform the outdated, but critical stretch of infrastructure through
Austin into a roadway that will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great
State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central Project
design TxDOT is developing.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
To try to rebuild a major interstate through the middle of our City is absolutely the wrong approach.
North/South pass-through traffic should be routed around the City and the current highway turned into a new
version of East Avenue - for local traffic only.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

To spend billions, and decades building something that will be obsolete and ineffective at completion is an
exercise in futility.
Take a look at the San Francisco's removal of the Embarcadero Freeway. Something deemed an absolute
necessity decades ago became an amazing gift to the City. Austin needs to be looking at examples rather than
planning in a vacuum.
The draft plans that TxDOT has released for I-35 are a disaster. We need to make the footprint of I-35 smaller
not bigger! I strongly support plans to make I-35 an underground freeway through central Austin to restore
the vitality to this area. Any plans to enlarge the freeway are outdated planning principles that have no place
in the 21st century, especially given the dire state of our climate.
This plan is a bad idea.
Some suggestions:
1. Reduce the number of lanes (a lot of the footprint is also taken up by merging lanes and off ramps) so that
the footprint will not be as wide, which wouldn’t require buying up properties.
2. Bury the main lanes and turn the “service” roads” into a boulevard to increase pedestrian/bike safety and
reconnect the neighborhoods.
3. Scale down the interchanges (like the one at Airport Blvd) to be simpler and prioritize bikes/pedestrians
more. Currently they’re planning a massive interchange with slip ramps that take up a ton of space and are
dangerous for pedestrians.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #30.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #247.
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Cristiana Gutierrez
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

977

Cristina Silingardi

9/9/2021
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Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Other major cities across the United States are actually looking to dismantle highways that were built decades
ago (like I-35) that destroyed the central part of the city, and cut off communities from each other. Expanding
I-35 will have no benefit to the residents or business owners of Austin. It would be a big step backward and
I'm speechless that it would even be considered in 2021.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

979

Crystal Hammond

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Crystal Randolph

9/24/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
Form

981

Curran Kelley

982

Curtis Rogers

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/10/2021 Public
Meeting

983

Curtis Rogers

9/9/2021

Email

I am vehemently opposed to managing the Austin traffic by adding more and more concrete expanse through
the middle of our City. Stealing property and homes that are part of our community is not the answer. I do not
understand why the current upper deck cannot be repaired and improved to serve as a thruway for traffic
that does not need an exit (whether toll or not). I also would like to see more information and proposals that
reflect loops around the city as we see in EVERY OTHER Major city...San Antonio, Houston, Dallas, Little Rock,
Memphis, etc
These design alternatives do no take seriously enough the need to create further alternatives for re-routing
through traffic on I-35 like designating part of TX 130 as 35. When the feasibility study shows that the freeway
expansion will only support ~20 years of growth before filling up again, more creative alternatives must be
considered than just building bigger

See response to comment #6.
See respone to comment #316.
See response to comment #160.

The crossing at Holly St will be a challenge if the road lowers to ECC.

See response to comment #247.

Please consider making that crossing for bikes and pedestrians only. It’s far easier to engineer, and much
cheaper.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

See response to comment #19.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
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independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

984

Curtis Rogers

9/24/2021 Email

Hello,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

I urge you to reject the plans to expand the lanes and raze several homes and businesses on I-35. Austin
cannot afford this plan, and the rest of Texas does not want to pay for it with. The current designs will further
divide east and west Austin, create more north/south sprawl, worsen our air quality, and raise the average
VMT.

985

Cynthia Farrar

9/18/2021 Email

Central Texas has made great efforts to improve use of alternative transportation, and the current plans will
erase any potential improvements.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

987

Cynthia Herman

9/9/2021

Email

988

Cynthia Lindlof

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

989

Cynthia Long

9/24/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for all you have done to make improvements on IH -35 through Austin a reality.

990

Cynthia Long

9/24/2021 Email

991

Cynthia Lundy

9/9/2021

Email

I want to express my full and complete support of the I-35 Capital Express Central design as has been
proposed by TxDOT.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners,
I want to thank you for your continued commitment to funding major improvements to IH-35 through Austin.
As you know CAMPO has made IH-35 as its number one priority for many years. It remains our priority.
I support TxDOT’s project plan as Chair of CAMPO, as Commissioner and as a Central Texas resident for almost
37 years.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

992

Cynthia Reedy

9/10/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

993

Cynthia Riley

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I want to walk. I want to ride my bike. I want to do these things in my soon-to-be retirement. I do not want
to sit in my car. In all my years, I've never seen traffic successfully addressed with more lanes. We can't build
more roads out of our current dire state. We have to change what we do. I would love to do my part. But I
need protected lanes, ways across, under, through I-35. My home, the one I hope to live in until I die, could
be a lovely bike ride to food, beer, the pool, the airport, etc. If only. Please help.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

995
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Cynthia Yeung

Cyral Miller

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As part of Austin's growing diverse community (Asian American, LGBT, robotics/tech), I would be sad to see
the city and state make choices that will negatively impact Austin's appeal to high-growth industries.

There is a thriving startup scene in East Austin that will be physically cut off from the rest of the city. Without
adequate mitigation (e.g. shaded pedestrian-only bridges, etc.), I worry that the state is reducing its appeal as
an alternative to coastal tech hubs. Austin is one of Texas' most entrepreneurial cities. Don't destroy the
livability that makes it appealing to future business creators.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write in opposition to the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of
the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

997

Cyrus Bahrami

9/9/2021

Email

998

Cyrus Tashakkori

8/11/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
See response to comment #7.
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT. Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I'm writing to express my extreme disappointment at the current state of the proposed I-35 Capital Express
See response to comment #271
Central project. Our community has been engaged and provided lots of input on how this project can actually
contribute to the city and reconnect Austin. The proposal to either go with build alternative two or three
almost entirely ignores the local concerns that have been voiced and represent unmitigated disasters for the
central Austin community. The proposed build alternatives were arrived at without any real concern for social,
racial, or economic equity. TxDOT appears to have eliminated build alternative one which would have been
the least impactful on the community based on cost without considering the benefits of that build alternative.
You can't make an informed decision without considering both costs and benefits. If you only look at the costs
you're only looking at half the equation and making an ill-informed decision.
I strongly urge TxDOT to reconsider its plan to only proceed with build alternatives 2 and 3 neither of which
are acceptable. We will fight these alternatives with everything we have and are extremely disappointed by
the lack of consideration recieved by TxDOT after months of engagement into this process.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

1000 Cyrus Tashakkori

9/9/2021

Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1001 D. Chang

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I like the cosmetic improvement, but I'm quite concerned that this project will spill billions of dollars with no
long-term benefit to the city. If this doesn't improve liveability and traffic throughput, why do it?

Comment noted.

Also, after many recent flooding incidents in Austin and the Gulf Coast, I urge TxDOT to include flood
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abatement to any sizable public work. It wouldn't take much to add stormwater overflow capacity to a project
of this size.

1002 D. D.

9/15/2021 Email

1003 Daine Branham

9/14/2021 Email

1004 Daine Branham

9/24/2021 Email

1005 Dale Dombkowski

9/14/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the
most chronically congested roadway segments
in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans
should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which
will accommodate the rapid and
immense growth we are experiencing in our great State. Accordingly, I am writing today to express my
complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. Thank you for your
consideration of this request.
Chairman Bugg and Commish!
There is a canned message that says all the things here but as someone who drives I-35 into Austin everyday
from Kyle where I can afford the housing, I would be in favor of higher Hays county taxes to make this road
safer.
Between My wife and I we’ve been in 4 accidents in the last 6 years on 35. Not horrible ones thank God but
you know it’s bad when someone slams into you and your first thought is I hope I don’t get shot at now that
I’m the guy blocking traffic.
Thanks for recognizing we must do something.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

1006 Dalton Harned

9/17/2021 Email
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Expanding I35 through downtown Austin is truly idiotic. The only solution that makes any sense is the put
express lanes underground and turn the above ground portion into boulevard.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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1008 Damon Waldrip
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It's not enough to say community solutions are unworkable or too expensive when other cities across the US
have succeeded in re-envisioning their major roadways. Texas simply must do better than the current options.
To widen this scar on downtown Austin is to admit defeat. Texas couldn't do better so screw it, we'll just give
up. That's not the message Texas engineers should send to the world. We can lead the way. Re-examine the
community plans. Invent something better that will help address the challenges of the future, not repeat the
mistakes of the past.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #4.

I oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35
Capital Express Central project.
NO WIDER AND NO HIGHER!
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1009 Dan Jensen

9/22/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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1010 Dan Keshet
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Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

These plans are 100% the wrong direction and need to be scrapped and started over. You are trying to adapt
the entire city of Austin to meet the needs of the highway instead of adapting the highway to meet the needs
of the people of the city.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.

No wider, no higher. Fewer lanes, less pollution, less noise, less asthma in our kids, slower speeds on the
access roads, easier to cross: these are the directions you should be going.

Current frontage road posted speeds within the project area
range between 40-50 mph. Posted speeds are determined
once construction is complete. For all proposed build
alternatives, TxDOT is lowering frontage road speeds to
35mph.
TxDOT routinely evaluates the design guidance, which includes
design speed, and must comply with federal and state
standards for highway design, including TxDOT’s Roadway
Design Manual, the AASHTO Policy on Geometric Design of
Highways and Streets and the Texas Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices.
Design speed is used explicitly for determining minimum
values for road design, such as horizontal curve radius and
sight distance based on the roadway function and
classification. Roadway geometric design features such as
cross-section elements, lane widths, shoulder width, etc., are
determined based on the road function and safety in relation
to the design speed.

1011 Dan Keshet

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

The posted speed limit is normally set at the nearest value to
the 85th percentile speed ending in 5 or 0 of the observed
speed of a group of vehicles traveling on a section of road. City
governments and TxDOT must conduct traffic and engineering
studies according to requirements outlined in TxDOT's
publication, Procedures for Establishing Speed Zones, when
setting a speed limit on the state highway system.
See response to comment #247.

TxDOT's plans are the WRONG direction for Austin transportation. They will make it harder to walk, bike, or
even just take short, local trips, by creating a huge highway to navigate under or over. More noise, more
pollution, more asthma.
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Hi,

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #614.
See response to comment #1996.

My name is Dan and I’ve lived in Austin for over 17 years . During that time I’ve seen a lot of change come to
the area. Some positive and some less positive.
My wife and I currently live in the Cherrywood neighborhood just 3 blocks from I-35. When I was first made
aware of the plans to modify I-35 I was hopeful that concepts, including capping the highway (similar to
Dallas), would be front runners and lead to an overall better quality of life for my neighbors and my family
while simultaneously providing infrastructure updates to accomodate increases in capacity on the
highway. Although, reading through other examples (e.g. Houston's lane widening projects) where similar
methods were used and the benefits to traffic were short lived if not made worse - i struggle to understand
the rationale with simply widening the highway.
Today, the traffic from I-35 creates an immense amount of noise and pollution that is problematic for
residents of the neighborhood. For example - leaves on our trees are covered with black soot and getting a
restful nights sleep requires a noise machine and earplugs. The larger the encroachment into the
neighborhood, the bigger the lanes, the worse the situation becomes.
I would ask TxDOT to revaluate their assessment and look at other benchmarks in market that take into
account not just capacity, but also the quality of life for the surrounding communities including looking at
additional options like sound barriers.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment and provide feedback.

1013 Dan McAtee

9/9/2021

Email

- Dan
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1015 Dan Patrick

Entry
Source
Date
9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Comment

Response

The I35 expansion should not obliterate neighbors especially in North Central Austin.

See response to comment #160.

To Whom It May Concern:
For its over 50 years of existence, I-35 has preferenced travel to and from the center of Austin at the expense
of isolating neighborhoods east to west. Rebuilding a highway of this scale represents a massive investment of
time and tax dollars, and we had hoped that the new design of I-35 would aspire to address the failings of the
past and seek to heal this wound in our city fabric. As the residents of the North Loop Neighborhood of North
Central Austin, we grow concerned that the current build Alternatives 2 and 3 represent solutions which
would radically reduce our quality of life and reinforce and expand the physical divide between us and our
neighbors to the east.
I-35 is part of our neighborhood and traveling on or along I-35 is a daily reality for residents of North Loop and
Ridgetop and other neighborhoods throughout North Central Austin. As a matter of both safety and livability,
our neighborhood is in desperate need of a version of I-35 that improves accessibility and allows for safe
crossings where people need them. We believe that limiting the scale of I-35 to its current ROW and
increasing the amount of safe bicycle and pedestrian crossings through North Central Austin best realizes that
goal. We are willing to work with TXDOT as some of the stakeholders most personally and directly impacted
by this project and hope and trust that this feedback will be seriously and thoughtfully considered before
TXDOT takes further steps on an alternative that does not adequately address these concerns.
As the Austin City Manager’s office has recognized, the I-35 replacement project represents “a multigenerational opportunity to improve the long-term mobility and safety of our region; an opportunity to rejoin
people and places previously separated by the corridor; and an opportunity to benefit the economic, equity,
and quality-of-life outcomes for the residents of Central Texas.” However, the current build alternatives for
North Central Austin do not appear to advance these goals and are potentially counterproductive to these
goals in critical ways.
As we view them, the current build alternatives contemplating an expansion of I-35 and rejecting the concept
of a “cap and stitch” through North Central Austin as is proposed for Downtown will likely serve to negatively
impact safety and will reinforce barriers between us and our neighbors to the east. Under any of these
alternatives, Downtown will be better connected with heavily gentrified Central East Austin, while working
class neighborhoods such as St. John’s will be further isolated from its North Central neighbors. At the same
time, North Central neighborhood businesses and institutions along I-35 will pay the price, as their property is
condemned to accomplish the expansion. We do not believe that this result will benefit the “economic,
equity, and quality-of-life outcomes” for our neighborhood and therefore urge TXDOT to evaluate other
reasonable alternatives for the replacement project, such as the North Central Austin “cap and stitch”
previously recognized as a viable alternative by TXDOT.
We are hopeful and optimistic that TXDOT will ultimately identify a build alternative that serves to increase
mobility through the North Central stretch of I-35 while advancing the three goals identified by the City and
supported by our neighborhood. We are also hopeful that, pending identification of such an alternative, it will
not proceed with a build that runs counter to these goals.
Thank you,
North Loop Neighborhood Association

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.
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1016 Dan Procter

1017 Dan Rogers

1018 Dan Stroud
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Please designate SH 130 from Georgetown to SH 45 SE as I-35; widening the existing roadway through
downtown Austin will be extremely detrimental to local residents, including my family, and will not improve
the flow of through traffic enough to justify the destruction of so many existing businesses and neighborhood
housing. Expansion will only serve to further divide the east/west sections of town.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160
See response to comment #1427

I am in favor of option two first, then option 3. Option 1 should be rejected

See response to comment #7.
See response to comment #33.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

1019 Dan Warth

9/24/2021 Email

1020 Dana Harris

9/22/2021 Email
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

397

No.

Commenter Name

1021 Dane Adkinson
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I-35 is a dinosaur. Making it larger makes the issues related to the highway greater not less.
Managing the traffic flow better on the current traffic funnel will allow sufficient time to rethink the process
of transportation using this highway. More cities and towns wish they had the possibility that Austin has to
reimage the traffic and allow it to fit with changed population, weather, and vehicles.
Help make the I-35 a human, neighborly means of transportation not just one for corporations.
1022 Dani Pruitt

1023 Daniel Baxley

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/21/2021 Email

I’ve been in Austin for almost 20 years and have seen the exponential growth of this city in business and
buildings at the sacrifice of the heart and culture of Austin. EXPANDING I-35 in downtown Austin by widening
lanes will continue to tear down and displace people and business in Austin that make it the desirable, easy to
love city that we all know. NO to the I35 expansion in Austin!!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1024 Daniel Bradford

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The changes made to I-35 should maximize green space, minimize division between East Austin
neighborhoods and the central city. They should also allow for greater, speedier mass transit, and alternatives
to single occupancy vehicles.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #1427.
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1025 Daniel Brown
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1026 Daniel Case

9/20/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1027 Daniel Case
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1028 Daniel Chapman

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1030 Daniel DiJoseph

1031 Daniel Ege

8/11/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/7/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Thank you, this is Not My Letter. That amount of fossil fuel car vehicular transit would create a huge dust bowl
in our Down Town Area etc through Austin, its a horrible idea. I have a much better one
Please make urban design, opportunities for future development and public space, and bike/pedestrian
connections along and across I-35 priorities, especially between Riverside Dr and Dean Keaton St. Please
consider the comfort level for bicyclists and pedestrians when designing and evaluating alternatives. I think it
would be best for this freeway to be depressed and as narrow as possible in this area. Thanks.

See response to comment #247.

This proposal implies that the addition of HOV lanes will reduce congestion. Do we know this is actually true
See response to comment #8.
from case studies in nearby cities like Houston? Will this just create induced demand, where drivers that have See response to comment #247.
other transit options opt to take I-35 and in the process replace those extra cars that are removed via the HOV See response to comment #273.
lane?
Also where will all the cars driving through I-35 be going? What are the plans for handling parking, access
roads, and other downstream events that occur after drivers exit the freeway?

1032 Daniel Elder

9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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It seems like if at all possible, we should not be encouraging more people to take I-35 but instead be reducing
the number of people that need to drive. Otherwise, we're just incentivizing urban sprawl that causes this
congestion. Making alternative forms of transportation like busses, trains, bikes, and scooters first class
citizens of our transportation strategy should be a major consideration of any capital investment.
This is an absolutely atrocious idea that is built upon the interstate plans of the '60-'70s. Increasing the size of
the road does not lead to less congestion studies showcase that it actually increases congestion. The City is in
the middle of a 7 billion project to increase transit in the City which has the ability to reduce congestion which
you list as the problem. This project will lead to the destruction of neighborhoods.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.
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1037 Daniel Gonzalez

9/24/2021 Email

1035 Daniel Gold

9/2/2021

Comment

Response

There are several features of the TX DOT plan that need rethinking. If semi truck traffic is so important, why
not dedicate a lane to trucks only? HOV lanes are an incentive for people to carpool or take a bus, but most
cars have a single occupant. Allowing trucks to use the "HOV" lanes would maximize their carrying volume.
Putting caps over IH35 would allow for more than the construction of bridges and sidewalks. Caps would
allow for the creation of greenspaces and businesses. Don't think of the planned overpasses as for mobility
only.
Likewise, reducing or eliminating the frontage roads would increase living and business space and quality of
life along IH35. There are ways to construct highways without frontage roads.
In all, I prefer ReConnect Austin's proposal. The TX DOT plans lack imagination and will only amplify the
challenges the city faces with mobility. It will encourage more people to live outside of the city and commute
into or even through the city for work. If you are serious about making IH35 work "for all of us," then listen to
the voices of the community and community groups.
Adding more lanes is a bad idea. Do better.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #33.

TXDoT needs to adopt the community proposal to bury the I-35 freeway. We need to increase public green
space and remove infrastructure-induced divisions that lead to socio-economic inequities. Boston public
space was completely transformed by the Big Dig, opening up parts of the city previously inaccessible due to
freeway. We need to be forward thinking and do the same.

See response to comment #15.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
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independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values

1038 Daniel Hardesty Lewis

1039 Daniel Hiltbrand

1040 Daniel Howell
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Form
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Form
9/24/2021 Email

Bury the entire highway and do not induce demand by building yet more lanes.

See response to comment #15.

I am afraid that TxDOT is going to make another huge mistake with regard to the plan for I-35 through Austin.
Rather than reducing the gaping wound in the middle of the city, the plan as currently formulated instead
plans to exacerbate the division between Central and East Austin and increase the amount of traffic pollution
in the adjacent neighborhoods. I support cut and cap and have since I understood the implications for the
city. It would be expensive and complicated but the quality of life improvements would be invaluable.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #4.

While I was initially for this project, after extensive research I have come to agree with the results that it will
in fact provide no relief in congestion and worsen the conditions we all want to improve. Please consider the
other options such as the below ground level operation.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1041 Daniel Jaenicke

1042 Daniel Lewis

9/1/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/11/2021 Email

Time and time again adding lanes to freeways is shown to increase traffic and congestion, just look at the Katy
Freeway in Houston. Or sink the freeway and encapsulate it so it doesn't divide the city.

See response to comment #13.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1044 Daniel Loe

1045 Daniel Mee
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please listen to the community and consider one of the community options. We don't want either Option 2 or
Option 3 as it puts 20 lanes of traffic through our downtown.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

Don't build a 20-lane highway through the middle of our city! This is a terrible idea that will wreck our air
quality and quality of life for years and contribute massively to global warming while doing incredible harm to
the urbanization that the people and government of Austin agree is necessary to the thriving of our city. The
options that TXDOT has presented here are harmful to us.

See response to comment #6.

It really is insulting to the people of Austin to say that the alternatives we proposed are "unfeasible" when the
plan is already to spend billions of dollars and a decade of construction to create a 150-foot wide concrete
waste in the middle of our city that will return to its existing level of congestion two weeks after it opens. This
plan sucks.

Comment noted.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Austin needs more safe bike lanes and pedestrian sidewalks, not more traffic lanes on I-35. Improving nonmotor vehicle transportation needs to be a priority.

1048 Daniel O'Brien

1049 Daniel Propes

9/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I strongly object to widening I-35 through Austin as a short-sighted approach. Experience around the country
has shown that adding capacity is a temporary bandaid that is quickly consumed by additional traffic.
Meanwhile, the added lanes will have contributed to pollution and neighborhood displacement/disruption.
Please explore alternatives that are more forward-looking.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1050 Daniel Riegel

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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1054 Daniel Sullivan
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I live on the east side of austin and work (and play) downtown, and the biggest barrier I have is crossing that
great divide of I-35. I can't imagine widening this beast further and bringing even more traffic lanes through
the middle core of our town will in any way improve the local mobility or safety of the local community. I
dread the though of having a Houston-like no-man's land in the middle of town. The cap and bury plans that
were proposed have great appeal, though I understand the difficulty. Ultimately, it would be better to reduce
the through traffic in town and incentivize public transport and reduce single car commuting. Tolling throughaccess of !-35 in Austin and making the current tolled bypass free could provide those incentives, encourage
through traffic to bypass town, and shift a cost of use onto commuter traffic.
This is not what the city wants, nor what Austin city council wants - it is a well known within transportation
planning that highway expansion only induces traffic, not reduces traffic. This will only incite more singleoccupancy travel. We need to start disincentive driving and that can only be accomplished with increased
support for public transportation (light rail, bus, bike, pedestrian safety) - this will also decrease
environmental concerns you should be thinking about. You cannot keep building more lanes in hopes that it
will stave off traffic due to population increase.
The alternatives that TxDOT have offered are not acceptable in an era where the global community needs to
drastically shift to combat global warming.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.

The footprint/ROW for I-35 in Austin should go no higher and no wider than its current one, which was
TxDOT's original commitment.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1056 Daniel Woodroffe

9/14/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Adding additional lines or 935 contradicts all studies that have been done about quite a highways. Induced
demand is a real and proven phenomenon. I am writing to express my absolute disapproval of the proposal to
widen I 35. Resources and focus should be applied to fully implementing a cap Over the highway rather than
widening it to further increase the scar throughout our city. I fully endorse and support the mobility plans
presented by cattle veteran and recommend that additional resources are applied to further improve the
mobility and transit options Throughout the region rather than constantly widening highways that ultimately
simply just end up with more and more traffic. Now is the time to move the needle forward and to pivot away
from single occupancy vehicles and invest in a truly well class public transportation network that includes rail,
bus, bicycle, trails.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #273.

They whitened I 35 will be bad for business it will economically hurt the region. A decade of construction or
Coors tremendous traffic congestion congestion and this proposal does nothing to creatively reduce the
number of single occupancy vehicles moving through this part of the region. Stop wasting taxpayer money on
out-dated models that favor highway construction over public transportation infrastructure.

1058 Daniel Woodroffe

9/19/2021 Email

Lastly, this proposal shows no meaningful proposal to reduce show positive impact against climate action
carbon reduction poor innovative green Stormwater management.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The freeway either needs to be buried all the way through downtown, or not expanded at all (No Build). The
city should not be forced to subsidize the weekend warriors from suburbia over its own inhabitants through
increased pollution, congestion, construction costs (minimum parking requirements), years of disruptive
construction, and decreased walkability. Also, the city needs to fix the historical segregation between the
white wealthy west side and the economically and racially diverse east side. This uncapped expansion would
just further entrench past wrongs.

To actually mitigate the traffic issue these plans need to include public transportation options. Since TXdot
obviously will ignore all these concerns, I’d opt for plan 2 as the least worst plan for our city.
[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Other PDF Attachments."]
Attached please find my public comment for the CapExCentral project.
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See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #685.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #273.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
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Thank you for your consideration of this request.
This is a once-in-a-generation chance to improve the experience of this highway through downtown Austin
and heal the racial and economic divide it has entrenched. Create a multi-modal roadway with a capped top
to connect east Austin and downtown. DO NOT widen this highway ANYWHERE. Make crossings pedestrian
and bike-friendly. I live in Central East Austin and my 9 year old and I bike across I35 all the time. Most
crossings are not bike-friendly.
First I’d like to thank TxDOT for the work you do on behalf of all Texans. The I-35 rebuild project seems to
have drawn a lot of interest from the public here and I can certainly understand why. As a regular driver on
the freeway, I have seen the difficulties facing drivers on the route through Waco while it is under
construction. I can also understand why many folks are questioning why we need an interstate freeway
passing directly through the heart of downtown Austin, with all the attendant congestion. The cost to
taxpayers alone is reason enough to give me pause.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

I would like to ask TxDOT to consider more radical alternatives to this project, in the interest of creating a
more efficient freeway and also saving taxpayer dollars if at all possible. One possibility that occurs to me
would be rerouting the freeway via an existing road around the congested, expensive downtown area. There
are various routes that might be considered, such as SH-71/SH-183, that would connect to I-35 at points
beyond the worst of the current congestion, allowing thru traffic to avoid the dense mass of local traffic
commuting into downtown.

Were one of these routes brought up to interstate standards, I'd suggest that the cost may be considerably
less than completely demolishing and rebuilding the section of I-35 that passes through downtown.
Furthermore, it is a major concern of mine that tearing down and rebuilding I-35 will result in extreme traffic
congestion for the duration of the project. If, however, an alternate route around downtown were selected
and built first, TxDOT could essentially ‘flip a switch’ once said project was complete and begin routing traffic
off the old I-35 path with zero impact to I-35 drivers during construction.

Local traffic needs to be addressed too, and I believe a reroute would also help there. First, it would remove
the thru traffic from the road into downtown, eliminating a big chunk of the congestion entirely. Second, the
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freeway could be converted into a boulevard that would encourage local traffic to disperse across the entire
downtown street grid rather than all packing into the single path we have currently. Both of these advantages
would be vastly preferably to a version of the current freeway there merely adds a couple of lanes, but does
nothing to address the root cause of congestion in the downtown area of I-35.

I call upon TxDOT to seriously consider alternate routes for I-35. At the very minimum, a cost analysis should
be conducted to compare the price tag of a reroute to rebuilding the existing route. The analysis should also
include indirect costs, such as time thru traffic will waste sitting in gridlock while construction proceeds, that
could be avoided were the route moved. While I can appreciate that the typical plan for TxDOT is to just
expand what’s already there, I believe in this case that there is a lot of reason to think outside the box.

1065 Darin Klein

9/23/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.

Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

1068 Daryle D. McGinnis

9/24/2021 Email
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Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear involved and Concerned,
I oppose a redesign which is substantial widening. The noise, interaction of traffic, air pollution, destruction of
businesses and homes and resultant 'hectic flow' will greatly degrade that part of Austin, even make it a bit of
a wasteland. When Dallas faced the same redesign issue on 635 they ran a good deal of it underground with
wonderful results. That stretch of 635 also carries a heavy mix of local traffic and now works well.
Underground would probably do the same in Austin and the cost would be offset by not having to acquire
property and redo utilities for horizontal expansion.
In a sentence...please widen as little as possible and deepen as much as possible.
Thank you for taking input,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
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I strongly oppose the proposed solution. I am an architect and Chief Design Officer of Kasita, a developer and
operator of experience-driven hotels. I also teach in the UT Austin School of Architecture. I speak in this
context on behalf of Kasita and myself, but not UT.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.

The proposed solution fails on many levels: tne inappropriate consumption of important property in the
urban core, aesthetics and general lack of attention to the impact of the city as a whole. I-35, like many
expressways, has an ubly history as a tool of intentional segragation of the city. This is an opportunity to heal
the city and bulid something that would contribute to the city rather than diminish it. Unfortunately, the
proposed solution with it's open pit of massive quantities of lanes would only exacerbate the scar that I-35
formes through our Capitol City, locking in its negative effects for decades.

At this point, Option #1- No Build is the only viable alternative. I would have preferred any of the three
community options (Project Reconnect in particular) however, since those are off the table, TXDOT should
shelve the project. This is a boondoggle in the works. It will not resolve congestion, per TXDOT's own Tucker
Ferguson; and experience and research have consistently shown that providing more traffic capacity just
results in more traffic to fill the added capacity in most cases. Central texas is a quickly-developing region so
there is no reason to believe this would not be the case here. SH130 was supposed to be a solution to traffic
in Austin but has not resulted in as much traffic diversion as expected, and adding more capacity through part
of I-35 if it did anything would likely just reduce traffic on the already sparsely used SH130.

As a society, it is crucial that we work as quickly as possible to reduce our impact on the rapidly-changing
climate which can be see in all its severity through recent events. This project does nothing to address that
existential emergency, only weakening our chances of averting climate catastrophe.

1070 Dave Greeley

9/22/2021 Email
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The bottom line is Austin is now a big city in a densly-populated region and there is no reason to expect that
the primary freeway crossing it will not be congested. We need to accept this and the solution, is to invest in
moving commuters to other forms of transportatoin, not adding more roadway space. Please select Option
#1- No Build.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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I strongly do NOT agree with the 2 remaining TxDOT proposals, both of which expand I-35 through the heart
of Austin. These proposals will only exacerbate the problems with I-35 in Austin. They take too much land,
create more traffic, noise, pollution and displacement, and will not rectify the east/west divide in Austin
created by I-35.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

In addition, TxDOT must give equal consideration to a plan that reroutes I-35 to the east of Austin, using
either the US 183 or the TX 130 ROW. Routing I-35 to the east will cost less, and will reduce the impacts cited
above.

1072 Dave Westenbarger

9/11/2021 Email

Bottom line: the current proposals are a travesty and must be either reduced or thrown out for a plan that
moves I-35 out of central Austin.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1073 Dave Westenbarger

9/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I oppose both proposals for I-35 central through Austin. The locally-preferred alternative is “no build”.
Redesignate an alternate route as I-35 that by-passes downtown Austin. Then Reconnect both sides of
downtown, with innovative caps for parks and residential and commercial development. That engine will
drive Texas’s future.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Honorable Members of the Texas Transportation Commission,

See response to comment #831

As a leader at St. Edward's University, I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital
Express Central design process. I echo the comments submitted by university President, Montserrat Fuentes,
PhD:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
St. Edward’s University’s 160 acre campus sits just west of I-35 in South Austin. Many of our 3,500 students
and 800 staff and faculty rely on I-35 daily, as they travel between campus, home and other workplaces. This
roadway is critical infrastructure and directly impacts the operations and transportation connectivity to our
campus.
I-35 is seriously outdated and needs transformation through Austin to accommodate the rapid and immense
growth locally and across the state.
Accordingly, I am writing today on behalf of St. Edward’s University, to express my support for TxDOT to carry
forward Alternatives 2 and 3 of the I-35 Capital Express Central design for detailed analysis in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement ahead of the Fall 2022 Public Hearing.
As plans move forward, I request TxDOT carefully consider alternatives to demolitions and other negative
impacts on businesses and homes east of I-35. In our city, I-35 is a racial and social dividing line and has
caused harm to generations of minority and marginalized communities in East Austin. The Capital Express
Central project is an opportunity to engage neighborhoods and address inequities.
University leaders are prepared to discuss this project and its impacts on St. Edward’s property, operations,
and educational mission.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1076 David Bills

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

418

No.

Commenter Name

1077 David Bradley

Entry
Date
9/9/2021

Source

Comment

Response

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

Do not go through with your current plans to expand I-35! I will vote on this issue!
1078 David Brearley

9/9/2021

Email

I am writing in strong opposition to the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #4.

As a 15-year resident who prioritizes walking and biking, I can attest to the fact that the 1-35 corridor is an
open scar. It acts as a wall that separates and divides the community. It is unsafe to navigate on foot or bike.
Worst of all, its very existence is premised on structural inequities and racism.
TxDOT's latest proposal perpetuates these inequities and throws salt in these old wounds. This is not the way
for Texas to forge a path forward in the 21st century. We need an I-35 plan that reconnects Austin; that tears
down old wall and divides; that promotes environmental and social healing.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same. This type of bait-and-switch tactic is all too familiar
to the residents of East Austin.
We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should
be independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical.

1079 David Calabuig

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am in support of the I-35 project. Before Covid my commute time has continued to increase year over year
even when taking the SH 130 or Loop 1 toll roads during peak hours to over an hour.

See response to comment #7.

A lot of people continue to move in every week and I-35 needs added capacity before the entire region is
gridlocked and businesses continue to move away from Central Texas.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1081 David Carroll

9/9/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
1. If TxDOT is going to study two “alternatives” they should be meaningfully different alternatives.. Otherwise
the study is a waste and a farse.
2. At least one of the 3 community alternatives should be studied as well.
3. We do not want more homes and commercial properties razed and removed from the tax rolls. What was
done to original East Austin neighborhoods when 1-35 was built the first time was bad enough.
4. The promise of no wider and no higher was used to grease the process early-on but 32 acres of additional
ROW makes it clear that is not being followed. These alternatives are both wider and higher.
5. We do not want a total of 20 lanes through our urban core where we mostly have only 12 currently.
6. I do not think anyone wants, (especially not UT longhorn sports fans) a massive spaghetti bowl exchange
right at one of the few I-35 bridges pedestrians actually use, even today.
7. We want better east west connectivity, stitching the urban core back together.
We want more urban, multi-modal, transit supportive city streets instead of high-speed frontage roads
(where TxDOT believes it is okay to put sidewalks abutting those lanes but not trees).

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #1432.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1083 David Coie

9/8/2021

1084 David Coie

9/9/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Widening I35 according to the current TXDOT plans, without improving east-west connectivity, is bad for
Austin. Rather than plowing forward without the consent from the Austin city government, I beg you to
engage in a productive discussion.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1085 David Cruz

1086 David Cruz
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I am strongly opposed to the expansion of I-35. I live, go to school, and bike along areas that would be
affected by additional lanes. I believe these areas would become more dangerous for me with additional
lanes, from traffic safety (bike, pedestrian) and from an air quality perspective.

I also do not believe that additional lanes will solve Austin's traffic problem. Though models may show cost
savings, I believe that additional lanes will induce demand and add more cars to the road. I also believe that
any economic benefit from any proposed reduction to commutes will be offset by the massive costs from
construction, delays, maintenance, and health/safety. Again, I strongly ask TxDOT to reject the proposed
expansion.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1087 David Danenfelzer

1088 David Danenfelzer

8/12/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

The proposed expansion of IH35 is only second to TxDOTs super failure in planning the expansion of IH45 in
Houston. The damage you are planning will be felt for generations and has no place here or in any other city
in Texas. Please stop planning highways as if people didn't exist and cars were your constituents. Please stop
destroying our neighborhoods, businesses and our quality of life. Please, just stop what you're doing before
you destroy the lives of thousands with this plan.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1090 David DeAnda

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1091 David Eads
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1092 David Edmonson

1093 David Falk

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
We absolutely do not need to widen I-35. We do not need additional highway lanes, as building more will not
solve our current problems.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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1094 David Fouts

1095 David Fouts
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I wish to express my strong opposition to the current plans for the expansion of I-35 in downtown Austin. Just
like we saw in Houston, the expansion will only lead to increased traffic. It will do so at the expense of
property destruction and further segregation of East Austin from downtown. It is my hope that TEXDOT will
reconsider the proposal submitted by Reconnect Austin. This will leave more land open to develop not less
and integrated the downtown area.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #4.

I am writing to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of
the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1096 David Goss

9/1/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please do not expand I-35. I-35 is polluting and killing the city. We need green mass transit and walkability
and dense, healthy cities, not highways.

See response to comment #6.
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1097 David Goss
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to strongly oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part
of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
Please use tools and think for the future.
You are widening the divide between east Austin.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1098 David Guarino

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensur
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1100 David Hartstein
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TexDot, City of Austin,

See response to comment #6.

At a time when enlightened government entities are paying more attention to UNDOING the damage caused
by poorly planned transportation improvements to our established lower income and minority communities,
it is particularly egregious that the current State of Texas I-35 Cap Ex Central plan for widening I-35 is to the
further detriment of local businesses, homes, and neighborhoods that have, for years, born the brunt of the
expansion of I-35 and the health and social hazards that have come with it. More enlightened plans have been
discussed and further damage to these local constituencies CAN be avoided. We urge you to go back to the
drawing board, seek enlightened ideas about the future of Texas transportation and try again. Thank you for
your service on behalf of ALL of Austin.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1101 David Hartstein

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As a parent of a child at Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The
highway footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A
narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from
needless destruction.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.
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We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.

1102 David Henderson

9/23/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1103 David Hixon

9/15/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1104 David Hixon

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1106 David Huber

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I-35 has created a significant divide in the Austin community that has persisted for decades and making it
higher and/or wider will only strengthen that divide. Additionally, with induced demand, expanding I-35 will
only lead to even more traffic and congestion and at a great expense

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #273.

The best option would be to with expand I-35 downwards by tunneling, or if this proves too expensive, then
simply leave it as is and cap portions of the downtown core in order to bring the community back together,
reducing the negative health and quality of life effects that expanding the freeway and ensuing induced
demand would cause.

The best option of all would be to remove I-35 and create a wide boulevard with open space, parkland, public
transit and non-vehicular mobility space. Traffic could be routed on to SH-130 for those traveling through
Austin.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commission:

See response to comment #7.

As a third generation Austinite with family roots in Austin dating to the late 1800’s, I recall stories of my dad’s
childhood days playing in ‘east avenue park’, which is now I-35. As a child, I recall having to stop at the
railroad crossing on I 35, near Hancock Center. Now we stop due to congestion.

1108 David Kallerman

9/22/2021 Email

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT. Now, back to the park. If feasible from an economic perspective and construction
timing schedule, it would be an amazing feat to experience some facet of East Avenue Park again. Thank you
for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1109 David Krevitt

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #247.

We have a once in a lifetime opportunity to transform the I-35 corridor through downtown into a place
people actually *want* to spend time - a walkable boulevard corridor that’d attract people + business to the
corridor.
Let’s not miss this opportunity by merely building a bigger highway. Let’s think bigger!
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1. Route through-traffic around central Austin and we won't need 22 lanes of I-35 in downtown. Loop 360,
Mopac, US183, Texas 130: Make these roads easily accessible from I-35 both northbound and southbound.
Make Loop 360 a proper freeway. Use money from the I-35 project to accomplish this.

See response to comment #19.

2. Get rid of tolls for traffic going around Austin. Add a big toll for traffic going non-stop on I-35 between
US290 East and US71/US290 West.
3. Design I-35 in Austin to minimize traffic congestion in the city adjacent to I-35. Residents of central Austin,
commuters to downtown, state government offices, the University of Texas, Houston Tillotson College, etc
need more consideration than vehicles just passing through going somewhere else. The frontage roads, the
number and location of on/off ramps, the cross streets, the intersections of cross streets and frontage roads
should all be designed to ease traffic in the city and avoid backups on I-35. TXDOT's reliance on the drive time
between US290 East and US71/US290 West as the measure of a good design is wrong. Better measures
would be the drive time between the Shoal Creek Saloon and Sam's Barbecue or between the Governor's
Mansion and the Rosewood swimming pool.
4. TXDOT needs to present realistic computer simulations of what traffic is going to look like in Austin, on and
adjacent to I-35 in the future. And do this for all alternative designs including those proposed by the public,
including no-build and "remove I-35".

1111 David Leffler

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

5. TXDOT needs to pause, listen to the public, and use ideas and criteria suggested by the public to begin
anew with the design of the I-35 through central Austin.
TxDOT officials,

Thanks for fielding these comments. As a lifelong native Austinite, I'm all too familiar with I-35 (and the traffic
that so often consumes it). I truly believe that the current plan to widen the highway will not solve the
stretch's issues, nor will it jive with the city's overarching transportation strategy (Project Connect). Your own
people have admitted in closed-door meetings that adding more concrete to I-35 will alleviate traffic
congestion. What it WILL do, though, is increase the city's reliance on cars, worsen its ever-growing sprawl,
and hurt Austin leaders' efforts to make public transit a priority. We can't add more cars to the roads—not
when the impacts of climate change are becoming increasingly apparent. And we can't destroy nearly 150
homes and businesses in the process.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #160.

I know this is an extremely complicated decision, but widening the highway's footprint isn't the only way to
address this issue. Make it a boulevard; add a Klyde Warren-type of park atop a tunnel. We need creative,
innovative solutions to this problem—and the Capital Express Project, in its current form, isn't that.

- David Leffler
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1113 David Mclain

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1116 David Millikan
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1117 David Moody
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I'm a resident of Austin who lives roughly 1 mile east of 35 along the corridor that txdot wants to expand
massively.

See response to comment #8.

I'm disappointed that the state would spend so much money on a failed pattern of roadway expansion in
urban areas. Spending that money on other transportation modes would be a much better use of government
funds and would help create a much more humane built environment for us to live in.
Please do not make I35 larger through Austin. All studies show that this will do nothing to decrease traffic,
and will in fact simply encourage more vehicular traffic through the middle of the city. Cap and stitch has
worked well in Dallas, and re-routing the interstate around the outside of the city has worked well in many
cities that we seek to emulate. Increasing the size of I35 is destructive, wasteful, unnecessary,
environmentally and culturally harmful, and will do nothing to decrease our traffic problem. Please invest in
other solutions.
Prefer alt #3
Alt #1 is too much tunnel
Alt #2 + #3 have need for more than single lane frontage road between Holly Street and 12th Street plus
Alt #2 has frontage road not providing connectivity to local streets in some segments
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1119 David Moynihan

1120 David Offutt

8/30/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/11/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The expansion of I-35 will do nothing but hurt that along the freeway. My cousin would be displaced during
the middle of his college degree. There are also several business that would be affected. I am firmly against
this decision. Traffic will always be poor up there. This won’t help. Maybe spend some money on housing the
homeless.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1121 David Oles

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

1123 David Putman

9/24/2021 Email

1124 David S. Franklin

9/10/2021 Email

1125 David Scheinfeld

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
As a parent of Escuelita del Alma (a critical daycare for the community) I urge you to provide better designs
for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front
of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own
Escuelita del Alma from needless destruction.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1127 David Sims

1128 David Smith

8/11/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/16/2021 Email

1129 David Smith

9/15/2021 Email

1130 David Soto

9/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The whole world is watching.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commission:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is a central thoroughfare in the State, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
It's demoralizing hearing that TxDOT continues to implement ideas from the 1950s that have been proven by
countless studies to not work and are even detrimental to the people and cities they effect. Effects that
negatively impact marginalized groups even more. Please break the cycle. If you feel like you absolutely need

Comment noted.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #19.
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a corridor through central Texas then just reroute 35 through 130 and give over control of the highway to the
city of Austin. The city of Austin would benefit in the long run by the demolition of 35 through the city and not
by it's expansion.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

Email

I oppose the current plan proposed by Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) to expand the width of
IH35 and thus ruin parts of Central Austin.
The world is changing, and the future will bring us better mass transit, self-driving vehicles, and more ecommerce. Expanding highways in 2021 will be seen as a mistake in a few years. If we must add capacity in
the short term, it should be done within the existing easement of IH 35, preferably below grade.
There has been wide criticism of the Texas Transportation Institute study on below grade designs in that TTI
only considered costs associated with the improvements and not the increased revenue that would be
produced by newly developed central city developments that would provide commerce and significant tax
dollars.

1132 David Sweeney

9/7/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Please reconsider above ground or at grade expansion plans and give more thought to a greener and brighter
future.
Dear God what's wrong with you people? You're going to take the disaster that is I35 and make it monstrously
worse.

See response to comment #6.

I know you all hate Austin, but FFS don't be this hateful.

1133 David Szabo

1134 David Szabo

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

8/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Please don't do this. Change your mind.
I literally have no idea what the different Build Alternatives are in the current phase. The PDFs have no
descriptions on them, they're huge, and can only be understood with context. Please make these avaialble in
a friendly format so we actually can understand the alternatives.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #614.

My only comment is to bury as much of it as possible, even consider tunneling under Ladybird lake and
removing the street level highway altogether.
If that's not possible, any option that moves as many lanes below grade to reduce noise pollution, or build
sound barriers along all sides of the highway between Riverside and 71.
After reviewing the options, we want Build Alternate 2 between Riverside and Ben White. Please DO NOT
raise lanes above grade, which will result in further noise pollution for the neighborhood. Try to mitigate
noise pollution as much as possible. Thanks.

See response to comment #33.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

Study after study shows what happens when you simply make inter-city interstate freeways bigger. Besides
the well-established induced demand phenomenon, there's the destruction of property, displacement of
residents and businesses and the further fracturing of Austin's already wildly segregated population.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.

There are better ways! We can see from many examples the benefits of transforming downtown freeway
stretches into thoroughfare boulevards. Doing so in Austin would be a huge step in rectifying the racist
planning policies of the last century and beginning to reduce Austin's racial fragmentation.
And the alternatives are already available! Rerouting I-35 through traffic to 183 or 130 would add almost no
inconvenience to travelers.
When it comes to urban and transportation planning, Austin has a dark history. We can do better, and there's
never been a more exciting opportunity for actual change. Please, do not give in to the typical moneyed
interests that just want to add pointless lanes to our Road to Nowhere.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
1137 David Tomlinson

9/2/2021
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I am completely opposed to adding lanes and widening I-35 through downtown Austin. Induced demand will
result in the same traffic problems in short order, while destroying businesses and neighborhoods. Raising
the lanes will only add to the egregious noise pollution. I would rather have TX DOT leave the road in it’s
current mess than have a wider and higher mess.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
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Without a doubt, IH35 is a major highway for Austin, the region, Texas, and for travel and commerce from
Mexico although way to Canada. The current state of IH35 is not sustainable. I agree that TXDot needs to
improve traffic flow through this corridor. I also believe TexDot has an obligation to use evidence-based
practice and consider the interest and the input of the communities served by the road and impacted by its
redevelopment. I have reviewed all of the proposed options and I don't see how any of them meet the aim of
improving traffic, build on evidence-based research, or benefit the community of Austin. I do not believe
widening IH-35 in its current path is effective. I do support removing the upper deck and capping the
downtown portion. I recommend TexDot consider how to improve the segment of IH 35 through Austin by
modernizing the road, removing the upper deck, and capping the highway to reconnect the city
neighborhoods and increase the usage of the land and the potential for property tax revenue. I also
encourage considering how to use a beltway or alternative path like SH 130 to guide thru traffic around the
urban core, Further, I welcome the state focusing on transportation options and land use code that would
reduce dependence on single-passenger cars and single-family homes that increase sprawl and car
dependency. We need a more forward-thinking solution that improves traffic, reduces the effect on the
community, supports multimodal transportation, and reduces our environmental impact. The current
proposed options do not meet any of these aims. Thank you.
I support reconstruction of outdated IH 35 for these proposed improvements that will facilitate all modes of
mobility and allow much better community interaction between the east and west neighborhoods. Please
proceed soon.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #271.

Do NOT proceed with these plans. Widening I-35 to further divide this city is not the answer. Please look
further into other options.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

See response to comment #7.
See response to comment #1427.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1142 Dean Pogas

9/23/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1143 Deanna Belch

9/8/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I live right off of the I35 frontage road in South Austin and see the traffic issues on a daily basis. I am
concerned that simply widening the interstate is not the solution we need. Apart from the fact that it would
force local businesses out from communities that need them, it wouldn't fix the traffic issue. It would only
invite more cars onto the road. We need to find a solution where we invest in our publicly accessible
transportation. Having less cars on the road in the long run is the only way to reduce the traffic on I35. If there
was a proposal that dedicated funds to public transit options such as improved buses and even better,
improved rail solutions, I think that would be a better use of taxpayer funds.

See response to comment #8.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

It is hard for me to believe that in this time of the need for fewer vehicles on the road, we are staring down
the barrel of an expansion of the interstate that runs through Austin. I understand research shows that if you
add more roads, there will just be more vehicles and in time, you are back to where we are.

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #1427.

What about the toll road system outside of town? What about the problem this creates with making a greater
barricade between east and west Austin? What about the climate changes needed? Is TXDOT living in the past
where there was just one-way of doing things? What about the losses to small business owners? What about
the neighborhoods that will be torn apart?
Austin is a financial success for the state of Texas. Surely TXDOT must listen to someone in state government
who understands why people move here! TXDOT needs to think back to what happen when this interstate
was put into place and how this is repeating a mistake in the past. sigh...
I have no power. You have power. Do something!

1146 Deb Ziegler

8/24/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
Form

1147 Deb Ziegler

9/16/2021 Email

Desperate in my please for your help.
I encourage TxDOT to be brave enough to scrap these plans in light of what we have learned from the
pandemic about alternative ways to address traffic flow. I know there is a long history of building more and
bigger highways but we are now in a new era. Take advantage of all of the creative ideas out there -- from
capping to removing I-35 all together. I know it is difficult to have put so much energy into plans only to
discover that they are already antiquated, and yet it is also very exciting to think about what your engineers
might create to address our new realities once you go back to the drawing board. Be willing to be cuttingedge. Think climate change. Think community.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #271.

I encourage TxDOT to be brave enough to scrap these plans in light of what we have learned from the
pandemic about alternative ways to address traffic flow. I know there is a long history of building more and
bigger highways but we are now in a new era. Take advantage of all of the creative ideas out there -- from
capping to removing I-35 all together. I know it is difficult to have put so much energy into plans only to
discover that they are already antiquated, and yet it is also very exciting to think about what your engineers
might create to address our new realities once you go back to the drawing board. Be willing to be cuttingedge. Think climate change. Think community.
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The current plan will do nothing to alleviate traffic through Austin and will do permanent damage to the
quality of life in central Austin. Send through traffic around Austin using I30. This works for the majority of
cities. A super highway through our city would take away from livability.Do we really want to be another
Houston?

See response to comment #6.

To sum up - won't help and will cause a lot of harm
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1150 Deborah Hornickel

9/21/2021 Email

1151 Deborah Matzner

9/1/2021

1152 Deborah McLouth
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am TOTALLY in favor of whatever plan gives us the most lanes for vehicles through the core of Austin!!! 20+
works for me. Yes there will be a taking and some business will go away but something must be done to
accommodate all of the growth in our state. Sorry that the more liberal citizens are not happy and want less
lanes. Then perhaps they should figure out how to stop all of the people/cars moving to Austin. Fingers
crossed your plan is approved and starts asap. Thank you for not giving up on Austin even though the mayor
and council do everything they can to make your lives miserable here.
Please please do not make I 35 any bigger. Relocate it, creating a ring road. Replace the current highway with
parks and a small/moderately sized parkway. It’s 2021 and this is a residential city of parks. Healing the rift I35
makes through the city will help the city to become what it should be. Highways just increase traffic and
sprawl. Please help bridge the neighborhoods and create a healthy, safe, pleasant parkway system instead of
an even more gigantic I-35!!
Expanding IH 35 through the center of Austin will only further entrench a racially motivated design from 1928.
IH 35 traffic should be routed around our growing city by rededigning existing highways lik IH 30. I support a
plan for IH 35 that reflects a 21st century solution to increasing traffic, brings East Avenue back and removes
the racial and physical divide between east and west Austin.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #685.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1154 Deborah Miller

9/16/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #685.

It's time to stop the business-as-usual strategy and look for ways to fight climate change and increase
equality. That's a lot to ask from a Department of Transportation, but TxDOT needs to be a partner in these
new strategies. We've been promised "no wider and no higher." And several alternative proposals have been
created, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and
Stitch. TxDOT is not in this alone.
Personally, I am sick to death of I-35 "improvements" that have actually worsened even my driving
experience. I live just NE of the I-35/51st street intersection and have watched as three of my entrance ramps
and even part of the access road have been destroyed. (A "jug handle" is not a feature--it is a waste of time
and gas and pollution.) Now the remaining northbound entrance ramp has been moved to beyond 183,
lengthening over half my commutes and greatly worsening the safety of the already crash-prone northbound
Cameron Road. During rush hour, southbound Cameron Road traffic backs up beyond my intersection at
Broadmoor, and there's no room to turn left when we finally do get a green light after a wait of up to 1
minute and 15 seconds.
I do like the traffic circle at 51st street--that did actually improve traffic. Thank-you for that.
I write to ask that TxDOT work with the community to select or develop a plan that addresses transportation
choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health
(including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals,
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and values. I've heard that going underground is costly; I say do it. The long-term advantages are worth it.
And because these letters are boring, let me recommend as motivation Ethiopia's "underground churches,"
actually carved from the rock underground, as a fascinating vaguely related project.

1155 Deborah Strifley

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1156 Deborah Trejo

8/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am concerned about the plans to work on I-35 just south of Downtown Austin.

Comment noted.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Comment
Form
1157 Deborah White

9/22/2021 Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1158 Deirdre Doughty

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #6.

I want TxDOT to do a proper evaluation of Re-think 35 and reconnect 35 proposals. This evaluation should
include:
- total vehicle miles traveled
- air quality
- total cost
- tax base
Please remember “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.”
1159 Delaney Bannister

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Please, please, please, please, please, please DO NOT go through with this AWFUL expansion plan.

See response to comment #6.

Do we not care about the way our cities function? Do we want, now, to make more room for automobiles?
We all know the best cities are the ones with fewer cars, more walkability, and more green space. Science
shows that humans are happier in cities with more walkability. So why do we have a proposal that FURTHER
cuts Austin in half??
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Adding lanes does not typically help much with traffic. Do we want to be Houston?? Just a sea of concrete and
smoke? The constant roar of traffic permeating every corner??

This plan is awful. I'm from Boston. The Big Dig was a mess, but it made Boston a much better city. Can't we
sacrifice some of the "now" to improve upon the "later?"

1160 Delaney Bannister

9/24/2021 Email

Thank you. Please make the better choice, and do not expand I-35 into a vehicle wasteland.
To TXDOT,

See response to comment #6.

Please, please, please, please, please, please DO NOT go through with this AWFUL expansion plan. Do we not
care about the way our city function? Do we want, now, to make more room for automobiles? The best cities
are the ones with fewer cars, more walkability, and more green space. Science shows that humans are
happier in cities with more walkability. So why do we have a proposal that FURTHER cuts Austin in half? The
worst decision Austin ever made was to stomp I-35 right through its core. Why would we DOUBLE DOWN on
this evidenced mistake?
Adding lanes does not typically help much with traffic. Do we want to be Houston? A sea of concrete and
smoke? The constant roar of traffic permeating every corner?
This plan is awful. I'm from Boston. The Big Dig was a mess, but it made Boston a much better city. Can't we
sacrifice some of the "now" to improve upon the "later?" What do we see as the future of Austin? More
sepatation?
Thank you. Please make the better choice, and do not expand I-35 into a vehicle wasteland.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1162 Delaney Harbuck

9/21/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1164 Demi Marshall

1165 Denis Maher

1166 Denise Brady

9/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I STRONGLY oppose the widening of lanes on I-35 in Downtown Austin. More lanes doesn't reduce traffic;
we'll fill them to the same intensity as soon as they're made. I would rather see better alternative traffic flow
solutions (such as the roundabout at 51st St) than widen the highway.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

Please do not proceed with this project as you have outlined. It is ugly and will adversely affect the local
neighborhood and not truly improve the situation Austin faces now and in the future.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #273.

I am a 30-year Austin resident and I drive a car, ride a bike and the bus, and walk. But mostly I drive a car, to
be honest. I am fortunate in that my daily commute is just 10 minutes from my downtown home to 49th and
Lamar, but I know that thousands of folks have a much longer commute each day and are more dependent on
the highway.
I understand and see with my own eyes that traffic congestion is getting worse, and that I-35 is often a
jammed-up "parking lot." However, expanding I-35 is not the answer. All the studies I've heard about indicate
that simply widening an interstate highway is NOT a long term solution and will only generate more traffic. It
might be a short-term fix, but in ten years we'll need to expand it even more, creating an even more unsightly
and unsafe mega-highway right through the center of town.
There has to be a better way. Re-route the highway around town, encourage other modes of transportation
for the long-term, provide incentives for alternative ways to get around. Simply making an already unsafe,
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horrible highway bigger and wider is not better. It's not the solution. Please halt this plan.
Thank you for your service, and thank you for considering my comments.

1167 Dennis Hobbs

9/15/2021 Email

1168 Dennis Mick

9/13/2021 Email

1169 Denton Havemann

9/22/2021 Email

1170 Derek Lewis

9/9/2021
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Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. The planning process must start again and better reflect the needs of
Austin.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1172 Desmond Ng

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1174 Devin Price

1175 Devon Hsiao

1176 Devon Upton

1177 Devon Upton
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
We should avoid expanding the highway through the city and make only the necessary improvements for
safety and to support pedestrians, bicycles and public transport. Tolls on SH-130 should be removed, and
through traffic should be highly encouraged and incentivized to route around the city.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #247.

I love this area, some of my favorite small businesses are in this area. Please don’t take it away!

See response to comment #160.

I absolutely do not support the 1-35 expansion in Austin. By the time it’s complete, it will be obsolete. Not to
mention all of the businesses and residents that will be displaced along the way.

See response to comment #6.

We need to get smarter with our transportation solutions. More cars is not it.
I oppose! This will crush local businesses on I-35, and our neighborhood here in Cherrywood!!

See response to comment #1996.
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[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]

See response to comment #7.
See response to comment #13.

September 20, 2021
I-35 Capital Express Central Project
Attn: Project Team
7901 N. I-35, Austin, TX 78753
Re: I-35 Capital Express Central Project—Downtown Austin Alliance Comments—Public Meeting
Dear Project Team,
As the managing entity for the Austin Downtown Public Improvement District, which was formed in 1993, the
Downtown Austin Alliance leads and participates in a broad range of programs and initiatives that create,
preserve, and enhance the value and vitality of downtown Austin. We represent over 900 property owners,
and our downtown supports over 96,000 employees, 16,000 residents, 700 businesses.
1179 Diana Briggs

9/3/2021

1180 Diana Gerson

9/9/2021

Virtual
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Email

Please follow Reconnect Austin's vision. I could not live in a city or let my kids grow up in a city with the plan
you have and all of the additional carbon emissions. Your plan is NOT what the city wants. We need smarter
transportation, not more lanes and more cars and more traffic.

See response to comment #33.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
As an Austinite for 10+ years I have seen our traffic get significantly worse, but adding lanes is not the answer.
Taking up more real estate is not the answer. Taking cars OFF the road is a much better solution.
TxDOT promised no higher, no wider. The solutions being offered do not follow this promise. This is why I
oppose the TxDOT proposals and am in support of the “no build” alternative.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1182 Diana Spain

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I have seen LA and the 28 lane freeway in Katy, Tx where people tried to build more road to combat
congestion. It seems like a common sense response, but it actually did exactly the opposite. Because ‘if you
build it, they will come’. Please, let’s not make the same mistake with I-35!
Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and
no higher.”
The people at TxDOT are intelligent and hardworking, but they seem to still be caught in the mind trap that
building-roads-is-the-best-way-to-handle-traffic-volume.

1184 Diana Zuniga

9/21/2021 Email

1185 Diana Zuniga

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Please hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the
most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is
often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your consideration of this
request.
I am fully in support of the expansion and completion of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

Completing I-35 is essential to facilitating transportation and mobility in our region. The city and region are
continuing to grow at a rapid rate, and expanding I-35 to allow for better travel options around and through
Central Texas is necessary for our continued prosperity.
This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.

1186 Diane Michelson

9/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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The citizens of central Texas deserve improvements to IH 35 which undoubtedly will improve their quality of
life.
We have a great opportunity in Austin and in Texas to fix the city. It is more important to fix the city than it is
to add capacity to I-35. I urge you to reconsider some of the proposals that do not take land from businesses.
I support proposals that reunite neighborhoods east and west of the current barrier I-35, even if they cost
more.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1188 Dick Kallerman

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1189 Dick Kallerman
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

Comment noted.

The quality of Austin's downtown is more important than the speed of its through traffic.
1190 Diego Garcia-Olano

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1191 Dillon Klassen

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1192 Dillon Niederhut

1193 Dina Flores

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I just wanted to voice my opposition to TXDOT expanding I-35 and dislocating one of Austin's oldest Spanish
immersion daycare's Escuelita del Alma. I was very much in favor of the original proposed tunneling project
which would make Austin's downtown more accessible, walkable and would be a special feature of Austin's
downtown as opposed to widening the freeway and creating a noisy eyesore that really doesn't solve the
issue anyways ( widening lanes just means more car use ). As someone who grew up in Houston and still has
family there, I've seen how this plays out. Please don't turn Central Austin into an I-45 look-a-like.
Why are we widening lanes and pretending that adding a sidewalk next to a 60mph highway is a “solution”??
We’ve long known that widening lanes doesn’t help congestion.
Now that several groups have suggestions on how to do it differently, restore racial divides made by
highways, and improve the flow of traffic, all you can suggest is that “it’s too much money”. Will any of you
cunts be walking the sidewalk next to 35 on Lady Bird? For Christ’s sake, the LEAST you could do is offer some
suggestions for how these groups could fund these projects. Shame on you all.
It's pretty silly to expand I-35 through the middle of downtown Austin to make more room for through traffic
headed to Dallas or San Antonio. A wiser approach would involve routing interstate traffic around the city,
and use the acreage inside the city to build useful things for the people who live there. Cities that remove
highways cutting through downtown business districts tend to see less traffic congestion over time -- maybe
we could learn from prior art?
To Whom It May Concern,
My name is Dina Flores, and I am the owner and founder of Escuelita del Alma learning center, Austin's oldest
Spanish-immersion preschool. My center has been housed on the I-35 access road since 2008 (after we were
forced to relocate due to a hotel construction at our previous home on Congress Ave.) and we currently
provide childcare to upwards of 200 families.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #1996.

See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.

If the I-35 Capital Express Central Project comes to fruition, quite frankly, it is unlikely that my business will
survive. With the extremely high cost of real estate in Austin, combined with the requirements that are
necessary for childcare centers, such as having sufficient outdoor space, and having the majority of the square
footage be on the ground floor, it will be nearly impossible for us to find a new home. With childcare centers
already lacking and in incredibly high demand, it is sure that the families who we serve will suffer greatly to
find the same quality of care that we have been able to provide.
As such, I urge you to reconsider the current plan for the I-35 Capital Express Central Project, due to the
needless impact that it will have on not only my small business, livelihood, and the care of those hundreds of
families and students, but also for the countless of other businesses that this will impact.
I believe that there are other solutions that will allow for businesses, homes, and more to be preserved, such
as designing a more narrow footprint, like that which has already been designed for in front of Mt. Calvary
Cemetery, or diverting traffic to the nearby SH130.
In closing, the rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational opportunity to reconnect our
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communities, not an excuse to bulldoze over our beloved places.
Thank you,
Dina Flores
Executive Director, Escuelita del Alma

1194 Divya Ramesh

9/3/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1195 DJ Mathers

9/22/2021 Email

I am against the aspect of the project which widens the downtown portion of I35 into 20 lanes. While the
intent is to ease traffic congestion, research shows that traffic increases at the same rate as the increase in
highway capacity. For example, in Los Angeles, the expansion of Sepulveda Pass actually led to greater travel
times during rush hour in the year after completion. Large high speed roads are unfriendly towards bicyclists,
pedestrians, and transit users and encourages a "cars only" model, leading to a vicious cycle of more cars on
the roadway and more widening to correct. Greater focus on car infrastructure also leads to families spending
much more of their income on transportation and decreased ability to afford other things which would boost
the health of a community's economy.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1196 Dolly Southwell

9/17/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
More lanes = more cars = more pollution and accidents with less money going to useful public transportation
methods. Not to mention bulldozing people's homes and businesses that people count on.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values
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1197 Dominic DeNiro
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1198 Dominic Padilla

1199 Don Anderson

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/24/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion
of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the strong options that are on the table for expansion. It is important to move forward with one
of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through downtown can occur and keep Austin
moving.
This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and nation
Hi, simple way is to use 5 billion dollars to buy back toll road 130 and make it I35, then change through town
to toll road to buy other toll roads back.

See response to comment #19.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

1201 Don Martin

9/23/2021 Email

1202 Don Weeda

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1203 Donald Christian

9/24/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I have no confidence in either of TxDOT's 2 current plans for expansion of I-35 within Austin. The community
will suffer even more both during and after the changes with no demonstrable long term benefit. If you wish
to make improvements that might benefit the situation, you should rescind the tolls on Texas state
highway130 to encourage use of that bypass.route AND make it an Interstate highway AND encourage its
inclusion on Texas travel maps, from which it is sadly lacking. But revisiting the no higher no wider dictum
would be welcome as well.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #7.

As a citizen of the greater Austin region and a regular commuter into the area of downtown Austin, I am
writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process. The time is
now and the time is urgent – every day of delay puts a solution further out. I ask that a robust public
engagement program would continue as you explore and study design refinements that includes multi-modal
elements, east/west crossings, and bike/pedestrian enhancements. These all are needed – and a solution is
desperately needed if we are to keep Austin and the entire region competitive and economically robust.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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Hello,
See response to comment #6.
My name is Trey Frye, and I currently live along I-35 near St. David's hospital. I wanted to write to strongly
urge you to consider an option for improving I-35 that does not expand the number of lanes on I-35. As of
now, the community alternatives that are being explored would expand I-35 to 20 lanes, and I cannot
emphasize how detrimental this would be to my community. At this point, I-35 is incredibly noisy and
polluting, creating an area of valuable land through downtown Austin that is unsafe to cross, and expanding I35 would only further increase its noise pollution to my community.
Instead, the best option for this community would be to decrease I-35's impact on the community by, say,
turning it into a boulevard. This would allow more, denser housing to be built (thus increasing the affordability
of housing in Austin), while also reuniting Austin's street grid - something that would dramatically increase the
economic vibrancy of downtown Austin. It would also improve the quality of life for my community by making
it safe and enjoyable to walk and/or bike to East Austin without having to deal with the incredibly dangerous
I-35 crossing. This would also dramatically decrease the number of pedestrian and vehicular deaths that occur
on I-35 every year.
I know that this solution runs counter to much of the accepted wisdom in Texas on transportation, but I want
to reiterate that we in Austin do not want Austin to become like every other city in Texas. Austin is a city that
values walkability and community. We do not want a 20 lane highway - we want a city where we can safely
walk with our kids down to the ice cream shop without having to grip their hands out of fear. Thus, I strongly
urge you to reconsider your current plan and consider an option that puts the needs of the people who live in
Austin first over the needs of people who are merely driving through Austin to somewhere else.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
See response to comment #4.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1206 Donald Tompkins

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am very opposed to this expansion plan which will eat my the neighborhood adjacent to my home. The
impact will be immense and I firmly believe this is not a solution, multiple years of horrible construction
congestion and neighborhood destruction is not the answer. Computer controlled vehicles are coming and
this will be a revolutionary cultural shift and is going to solve traffic problems in the long run, instead of
dumping massive funds into boondoggles like this. Just about when this is finished, it will be obsolete.

See response to comment #160.
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Dear Sir/Madam

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

As grandparents of Escuelita del Alma we understand that in talking with our daughter that highway plans are
underway that would significantly widen I.H 35 in the Central Corridor of Austin.
If this were to occur its impact on neighborhoods would be not only a hardship but would be devasting for
many who live and have homes and small businesses in the area along the corridor.
As a couple who have lived in Austin for more than 50 years, we know the stories of how the creation of I.H.
35 though Austin split the city apart and deeply affected members of the community, particularly the minority
community. We hope that this would not happen again.
The highway footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary
Cemetery. A narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and Escuelita del Alma
from needless destruction.
As we understand it, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their
quality childcare, and a beloved Austin institution will be lost.
There are other more resourceful options, including moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The
rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as an opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to
bulldoze cherished neighborhoods.
We join the parents and children who attend Escuelita del Alma in opposing widening I.H 35 as it is proposed
due to it destruction of current housing and businesses.
Thank you for your attention to our concerns.

1208 Donna Beth
McCormick

9/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Donald and Jean Zappone
This corridor through is Austin is a disaster. Cost is out of line, moving many structures is extremely bad. Put
a highway around the city like other cities have - it won't take any longer, will be a freeway for fast traffic. DO
NOT make it a toll road. That has been tried and has minimum traffic.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

Highways through the cities should have the approval of the residents - not the engineers that don't drive it!
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1210 Donna Zinsmeyer

9/9/2021
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Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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Dear TxDOT,

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #273.

I want to express my strong disapproval of the proposed I-35 project. The alternatives described all fail to
deliver the modern transportation system Austin residents deserve.

We know from years of study and firsthand experience here in Texas that adding more lanes to a highway
increases both traffic and commute times for residents. This proposal will solve none of the problems it claims
to address, and will in fact make many of them worse. The primary outcome of the project as currently
proposed will be that more Austin residents spend more time in more traffic on I-35. Our transportation
experience will get worse, not better.

We are living through a climate emergency.In order to provide a livable planet for our children, we must
dramatically change the way we get around our cities. Making urban freeways bigger and wider will move us
exactly in the wrong direction, and only worsen our situation further.

Instead, we should be reducing the footprint of the highway, fully reconnecting the street grid, and investing
in high capacity public transit. This is the only way to meet the transportation needs of our growing city in a
safe, equitable way.

Further, I am disappointed in TxDOTs response to several community proposals that have been put forward.
Both Reconnect Austin and Rethink35 proposals deserve considerably more attention. The dismissal of their
proposals as infeasible was both foolish and disrespectful.

1212 Doug Addison

9/11/2021 Email

Please consider my comments as you move to the next phase of project design.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Induced demand is real. Adding highway capacity does not relieve traffic congestion. It's a fact.
Find better ways to spend our tax dollars on regional mobility.
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I oppose the I-35 expansion plans proposed by TXDOT. Induced demand is real. Addiing highway capacity does
not relieve traffic problems. Find a better way to spend our tax dollars to improve regional mobility.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1215 Doug Becker

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1216 Doug Boyer

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Alternatives #2 and #3 lack imagination, and will do irreparable harm to the downtown core of a fast-growing
metro area. It is very concerning that community alternatives (Reconnect Austin, Rethink35) were not
explored. The alternatives presented appear to recreate the mistakes made in many American cities in the
20th century; just adding lanes and thinking that will ease congestion. Shouldn't we know better by now?
Please route thru traffic to SH-130, as was promised to taxpayers, and help ease the congestion by directing
traffic around the urban core, not through it.
Thank you for the opportunity to review the proposals and provide feedback. I appreciate the illustrations and
website.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.

I do not favor widening IH-35 with additional vehicle lanes as it will remove existing properties and businesses
and encourage more vehicular traffic. Additional concrete will not provide any relief of our transportation
congestion. I suggest TxDOT replace additional vehicle lanes with rail that would benefit commuters and
people traveling through Austin.

Please use the state's resources on transportation systems that are moving us forward socially,
environmentally, and responsibly.
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1218 Doug Dyer

9/9/2021
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I just wanted to share my support for the I-35 expansion plans in Austin . . . as you know, I-35 is and has long
been the primary north-south arterial going through our city, though it is vastly over-travelled – please
expedite this project, as it will benefit all Austinites for many years to come!
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1219 Doug Silbert

1220 Douglas Laustsen

1221 Douglas Moss

9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/10/2021 Public
Meeting

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
widening i35 sounds like a horrible idea. and more lanes does not make traffic better (see LA). we need better
solutions that don’t divide east and west communities even more from each other (which was a racist by
design). let’s make use of the roads that go around the city and have i35 take over 45

Any work on I-35 should involve reducing the number of above ground lanes. Tunneling lanes will improve the
quality of life for Austinites, who will have to manage a decade of construction work. It will also further goals
for environmental sustainability.
If that is not possible, I-35 should not be rebuilt.
I don’t care for the plan at all. I think there are multiple alternatives that are not being considered. Everything
assumes car/trucks will increase in traffic. Is there a study to determine how to reduce cars/trucks.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #4324

If this project proceeds (which I assume it will) then certainly don’t do the flying lanes that would be above
grade. Keep it all sunk below grade.
Make stitches and caps as generous and sizable as possible.
Thanks for making this public forum happen.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

469

No.

Commenter Name

1222 Douglas Steves

1223 Drake Hampton
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9/24/2021 Email
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You've got to be kidding. You keep asking the same question over and over again, as a pretext of soliciting
input under the pretense that you are public servants. And then you will do what you've wanted to all along.
But I'll pretend you are serious one more time.

See response to comment #15.

You know, Rick Perry and I agree on only one thing - his idea of turning I-35 into a transportation superhighway - roads, rail, communications, etc, was a great idea. So do that, or at least:
1) Turn 130 into the new I-35
2) Bury the old I-35 and what the [heck] - leave room for rail, at least (or maybe just build rail)
3) Build a limited access highway on top of the tunnel, and toll the living [crap] out of it for non-local users
4) Cantilever local access lanes on top of that, with good bicycle and pedestrian access, and lots of red lights
for the cheapskates
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
TxDOT proclaims “we are listening” during this round of public feedback, but everything about the most
recently released proposals for rebuilding and expanding I-35 indicate otherwise. With these plans, TxDOT has
ignored repeated community calls to shrink, not expand, the scale of I-35 through Austin. They have ignored
the plain fact that highway widening projects never reduce congestion in the long run—a fact recently
acknowledged by District Engineer Tucker Ferguson. They have ignored overwhelming climate science that
calls for an urgent need to reduce, not entice, greenhouse gas emissions. They have ignored the
discriminatory legacy of urban highway construction in this country that has led to I-35 standing today as a
stark physical and symbolic division through the community. And they have ignored the tragic and
preventable loss of human life that I-35 has claimed at a higher rate than any other corridor in the city.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.

TxDOT now intends to move forward with only two, nearly identical proposals, neither of which take
community concerns to heart. This is unacceptable and runs entirely counter to the spirit of NEPA. I call on
TxDOT to consider multiple meaningfully different build proposals. In particular, I want to see: 1) Plans that do
not expand the highway’s existing footprint and do not take land from residents and businesses. 2) A full
highway removal option, where a multi-modal boulevard is constructed in its place and the urban street grid
is restored, reconnecting the divided city. 3) A plan to utilize the existing capacity on US-183 and SH-130 to
reduce the need for additional capacity on I-35 through a “designation swap” or modified tolling schemes, for
example.
The three community concepts—Reconnect Austin, Rethink35 and the ULI/DAA Study—are a good step in this
direction. While I appreciate that TxDOT made the effort to review these proposals, they have not been given
their due diligence. Even TxDOT’s own Alternative 1 has, in my view, been dismissed prematurely. Some of
these proposals were rejected due to cost, but TxDOT should also take into account the potential revenue
from opening up developable land within the existing right-of-way, which could be considerable. Other
proposals, primarily Rethink35, were rejected due to the claim of negative traffic impacts on city streets. From
the limited modeling data released, however, it is not clear that these effects are a foregone conclusion or
that, even if accurate, they are an unacceptable price for the numerous benefits like safer, lower-speed
streets, and a more resilient street grid. TxDOT should release the modeling data used (both sources and
results) so that other stakeholders can take part in this critical analysis.
In the face of a crescendo of climate science warnings decades in the making, TxDOT’s plans do not do nearly
enough to address the negative impacts this project would have on our warming planet. The transportation
sector in Texas accounts of 0.5% of *global* greenhouse gas emissions. TxDOT has a global responsibility to
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respond to this crisis. TxDOT must strive to reduce the number of single-occupancy-vehicle trips as well as the
length of those trips. The only plan TxDOT has is to hope that more people will choose to carpool in the
managed lanes, but there is no evidence of this, especially since additional main lane capacity is planned.
Furthermore, TxDOT has not calculated projected Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) for any of their proposals.
Nationwide, VMT has been on the rise as more highway capacity and more exurban sprawl is built. To fully
account for the climate impacts of this project, TxDOT must model VMT for all of its proposals as well as the
community proposals. Finally, TxDOT claims that their proposals have a positive impact on climate change
because they “support bus service, walking and biking,” but there has been zero quantitative analysis around
these claims. Qualitatively, I am certain that a single commuter bus route and unprotected sidewalks next to a
20-lane freeway will not make a dent in the number of people that choose to drive this corridor over using
these alternate modes. TxDOT should get serious about mitigating climate effects via mode shift and invest in
the analysis and designs that will actually entice people out of their cars. Finally, TxDOT should work closely
with the City of Austin and CapMetro to ensure its designs support and enhance the upcoming Project
Connect plans.
The I-35 corridor is responsible for nearly one quarter of traffic-related fatalities in the Austin area; it is wholly
unsafe in its current form. It is paramount that TxDOT strives to make this project safer in every single aspect
of its design. While TxDOT cites safety as one of the project’s primary purposes, there was very little
qualitative analysis done comparing the relative safety of the various build proposals. TxDOT should include in
its analysis effectiveness toward its own Road to Zero initiative to eliminate traffic deaths in Texas roads by
2050. To further enhance the safety of this project, all frontage roads should be designed as urban, humancentered, multi-modal streets. To achieve this, I would like to see a frontage road design speed—not simply a
posted speed limit—of 35 mph or less, shorter crossing distances, tighter curb radii, raised sidewalks where
they cross intersections and driveways, fewer right-turn slip lanes, and more east-west crossings. Finally all
shared-use-paths, sidewalks, crosswalks, and other facilities intended for vulnerable road users should include
as much physical protection from automobile traffic as possible, including but not limited to, street trees,
curbs, concrete barriers, and bollards. It is unacceptable to intentionally place these facilities in the roadway
clear zones.
I’ve lived in Austin for 35 years and in that time I’ve only ever heard negative sentiments about I-35. Everyone
loves to hate it. And for good reason. It’s dirty, ugly, and loud. It divides the community. It kills people. In
every way that today’s I-35 is bad, TxDOT’s build proposals will make it worse for several more generations.
Putting highways through the middle of cities was a bad idea in the 60s and it’s a worse idea now. We cannot
repeat these mistakes. The status quo will benefit few beyond the contractors that build it. I urge TxDOT to be
bold and creative and join the community voices calling for a dramatic reimagining of who I-35 serves and
how it serves them. Let's build a corridor that future generations won’t want to rip out and replace, but one
they will be proud of.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1225 Drew Fuller

1226 Drew Hanish

8/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

8/25/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion
of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the strong options that are on the table for expansion. It is important to move forward with one
of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through downtown can occur and keep Austin
moving.
This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.
I live in Austin and I am a frequent user of I-35. We are in need of expansion to ensure that our local and state
economies can continue to thrive. In addition, I-35 has become unsafe to travel and I will avoid that stretch of
highway when driving with my family.

See response to comment #7.

I am fully in support of the expansion and completion of I-35 through central Austin.
I attended the school in Minneapolis, MN and have driven the nearly the extent of I-35 many times. Nowhere
in the country is an expansion more necessary than through Austin.
It is absolutely critical for our city that we chose to move forward with one of the options to expand the
highway.
The highway built in 1964 through Austin provided us with 5 decades of economic growth and expansion. It is
time for further expansion, innovative solutions, and long-term thinking to ensure that our local and state
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economies can continue to thrive.

1227 Drew Mena

1228 Drew Schaffer

9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1229 Duggan Flanakin

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/7/2021 Email

1230 Durann Cree

9/13/2021 Email

I don’t approve of the plan to widen 35. It will divide the city further.

More lanes equals more cars equals more politicking. We need less space for cars and better public
transportation.
I support the plans of Rethink35 to replace the highway with a multimodal boulevard. Having such a massive
highway disrupting the center of our city doesn't make sense for the 21st century.

The city of Austin haa frustrated highway engineers since at least the 1950s-1960s when their forebears
forbade an Interstate bypass. They have fought every toll road that does not even use tax dollars. They
continue to stonewall intelligent solutions to the disaster known as the Y at Oak Hill. They deserve the
disruptions that fixing the "mixing bowl" pollution generator causes. Do the right thing if necessary with your
fingers up their arrogant noses.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #33.

Comment noted.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1231 Dustin Blanchard

9/21/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1232 Dustin Blanchard

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I-35 should be getting smaller, not wider and higher. The proposals you've selected are abominations that will
make traffic worse, increase pedestrian deaths and further divide the community.

See response to comment #6.

We'd be better off keeping what we have or just having no I-35 than your awful plans.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

While I understand the importance of I-35 to our state and national infrastructure, the relationship between
American cities and transportation access to highways is rapidly changing. No longer Cities a cross the country
are diminishing the scale and imposition that highways make on the urban landscape. Please consider
alternatives that are congruent to this changing dynamic.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1234 Dusty Harshman

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
While i understand that I-35 is a thoroughfare of national importance, cities around the country are rethinking
their relationship with highways as they approach them.

See response to comment #15.

The dynamic is evolving toward a diminished appearance of the thoroughfare, which in Austin's case, would
involve burying significant portions if also expanding capacity.

Please present an alternative that buries or stacks multiple levels of highways and restores a traditional street
grid to downtown Austin.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1236 Dylan Johnstone

8/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I only support a No Build alterative. Both alternatives 2 and 3 have 20-lane cross-sections, including the
frontage roads. I didn't move to Austin to live next to the next Katy Highway and data shows that because of
induced demand that the highway is going to get congested even if it is expanded. Studies have shown that
travel times didn't get better with the expansion of the Katy Highway. I don't need to see data to know that
environmental and racial justice outcomes likely aren't favorable either from highway expansion projects in
Texas. I do not support the displacement of businesses and homeowners for the purpose of highway
expansion. There need to be other alternatives than just expanding vehicle lanes I-35 to 20 lanes to mostly to
accommodate single-occupancy vehicles (SOV). It looks like a nightmare to drive on. I would support adding
HOV lanes, but not more general travel lanes. The local funding should be put into other local transportation
and affordable housing initiatives instead of into either of TxDOT's proposed alternatives. This does NOT work
for all!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #65.
See response to comment #685.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1238 Dylan Smith

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion
of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the strong options that are on the table for expansion. It is important to move forward with one
of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through downtown can occur and keep Austin
moving.

1240 Dzann Day

1241 E O

1242 E. Allbright

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/1/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/11/2021 Email

This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.
Please do not remove the upper decks. They represent Austin to me. The view of downtown at night, the view
of the stadium - precious.

I think it would be worth considering rebuilding the upper deck to be from 71 to 183 with 8-10 lanes, no exits
on the upper deck.

See response to comment #316

See response to comment #316

Dividing the city is a moot point as it has already been gentrified.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1243 E. Mitchell Wright
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8/20/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.

1244 Eamanne Moharram

1245 Ed Ireson

1246 Ed Theriot

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/11/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/15/2021 Email
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I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
I AGREE WHOLEHEARTEDLY WITH EVERYTHING WRITTEN IN THIS LETTER! Quit throwing away money on
superficial fixes that dont work and cap & Stitch this corridor already!!
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
The i-35 should not be widened as proposed. The plan is not well thought out and would drastically effect lots
of community members and neighborhoods by causing displacement. The plans need to be revisited.

Expanding I-35 will only create more demand and more congestion, as was the case of expanding I-10 in Katy,
TX.

We must consider alternatives presented by Reconnect Austin and Rethink 35 to address the divide running
through the middle of Downtown Austin. Traffic should be re-routed to TX-130, and the space currently
occupied by I-35 should be turned into a pedestrian and bike friendly corridor / boulevard.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #7.

479

No.

Commenter Name

1247 Ed Trevis
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9/15/2021 Email
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

1248 Eddie Katz

9/9/2021

Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1249 Eddie R. Church

9/24/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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I vehemently oppose TxDOT’s proposals. Any proposal that widens I-35 is simply unacceptable. It is an
environmental catastrophe and it will cause irreversible damage to Austin’s urban core.

See response to comment #33.

I am in favor of the Reconnect Austin proposal. TTI may have decided the plan to heal I-35’s scar is not
“feasible,” but in my view it is the most ethical option. On the contrary, it is not feasible to widen I-35 without
further contributing to our climate crisis and deepening the divide between East and West Austin.

1251 Edianys Velez

9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

For TxDOT to propose this shortly after Austin voters approved a historic investment in public transit is
entirely tone-deaf.
As a parent of two children at Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central.
The highway footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary
Cemetery. A narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del
Alma from needless destruction.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

1252 Edmarc Hedrick

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
To whom it may concern,

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1996.

The traffic on I-35 has been terrible for quite some time and I'm grateful that there's movement to solve it.
As a homeowner in the Cherrywood neighborhood, I'm concerned that expanding the lanes of a single
highway (I-35) attempts to solve the needs of drivers without considering that unique needs of the two types
of drivers that currently take the thoroughfare.
The two types are: (1) Austin drivers navigating North & South in their city and (2) Drivers driving through but
not stopping in Austin.
The current solution attempts to solve the needs of both without considering the fact that different solutions
would better address the needs of each constituent.
For example, alternate solutions have been proposed to:
(a) Divert through traffic towards highways that loop around the city which would meet the needs of
constituent (2)
(b) Invest in more North-South thoroughfares for Austin drivers would help alleviate traffic on I-35 for
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constituent (1)
I implore TxDOT to consider alternative solutions that continue to meet the different needs of the different
types of drivers who take the I-35 and minimize the effect of Austin & its neighborhood.

1253 Eduardo Mendez

9/15/2021 Email

1254 Edward

9/24/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.
Good evening,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.

My name is Edward and I live on the east side of I-35. This expansion project is quite possibly one of the most
unsustainable paths we will walk if the transportation needs of one of the fastest growing cities in the United
States are going to be met. I can understand some expansion now, but this is a journey without a destination.
How many times does the city plan on conducting another expansion?What about the current maintenance
costs required on the already poorly maintained streets and roads that require an SUV just to navigate
without sustaining damage to
the vehicle? Imagine the traffic increase in another 10 years time. What about 20?
Bite the bullet now and begin implementing logistical traffic solutions that ease the congestion in the center
of our city. Consult urban planners and civil engineers about walk-ability, bike-ability, and public
transportation ratings - not just compared to other american cities, but to much larger cities in europe and
asia. The economic, social, and ecological costs of personal automobile ownership are increasing, which is
redirecting the flow of currency in the local economy. Aim higher than simply copying what was previously
done before, because otherwise, we will continue increasing our footprint until the city feels like Houston
when we step outside.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

1256 Edward Minevitz

1257 Edwin Bautista

1258 Edwin Bautista

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Email

Since inception I-35 has been a scar on our city, dividing it physically, racially, and socially. Over the years it
has become one of the most traffic congested highways in the nation, with its noise and attendant offhighway traffic having a negative effect along its entire course. How can enlarging it help? There are a host of
community generated alternatives that have been put forward that deserve serious attention, but those
voices don't seem to be getting a hearing from TXDOT. Decisions being made now will affect our city for
generations to come and should be made with a creative and bold approach.
I highly urge you not to move forward with this project. Not only do I not believe it will meaningfully improve
Austin's traffic situation - which, relatively speaking, is not that bad - but my 2 month old daughter is in day
care at Escuelita del Alma. If it were to be eliminated, my wife and I would have to go through the painstaking
process of finding a new day care, disrupting the progress she has made with her teachers there, and likely
need to take significant time off work.
I support sinking I-35 but do NOT support adding "managed lanes", furthermore I support capping the top and
think doing so is critical to the project overall.

See response to comment #160.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
It is simply horrific.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1260 Eileen McGinnis

9/12/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I am a concerned parent writing to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent
proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #273

Our parents' climate group writes to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent
proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
We feel that kids' public health has not been an adequate part of this conversation. Expanding I-35 to 20 lanes
will induce more than 100,000 additional vehicle trips per day through the center of Austin--increasing
emissions, degrading air quality, and exacerbating kids' health conditions like asthma. These health impacts
are not felt equally across race and socioeconomic status, further contributing to social and health inequities
in our city.
In addition, we are at a crucial decision point in terms of climate change. We need to stop building new
infrastructure that worsens the problem, and take responsibility for the legacy we are leaving our kids. We
need to envision a more equitable and sustainable plan for this city, rather than contributing further
disruption and anxiety to young people's futures.

1262 Eileen McGinnis

1263 Eileen Murphy

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/10/2021 Public
Meeting

Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
I'm a concerned parent writing in favor of community alternatives to the plans before this group. We need to
start considering kids' public health and the legacy we are leaving behind before continuing to invest in
infrastructure that worsens air pollution and carbon emissions, both of which have an impact on children's
health. I would like to see rigorous study of the environmental and health impacts of the expansion, as well as
serious consideration of alternatives like Reconnect Austin and ReThink35.
Regarding North of the River to 15th St

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #15.

AISD just closed an elementary school and consolidated with SANCHEZ Elementary at Holly St right by
frontage road.
Both plans widen the highway access roads right up to the boundary of the renovated school. $5.0 million
dollars to renovate this school! Many studies show the impact of highays next to schools. The pollution causes
increased asthma and other diseases associated with enviro air pollution.

1264 Eileen Murphy

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

This section should be buried underground or kept narrow.
I oppose ALL of the plans that TXDoT has proposed here. None of these plans follow through with past
promises to the community to NOT go any wider or higher. Big highways belong as loops around the city, not
a huge gash bisecting a city.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1427.

Please remove the tolls on the loop highways and make I-35 a partially capped road. Any new highway project
should stay within the current footprint and be partially capped to re-connect the east and west sides of
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town.

As a 20 year resident of east Austin, I have heard decades of promises for a re-united Austin. This plan divides
the town more than ever. We need better public transportation, not more highway lanes.
1265 Elaine Goodson

9/14/2021 Email

1266 Eleanor Hammersly

9/22/2021 Email

I am not in favor of widening i-35 to 20 lanes. I would most favor going underground with a park on top. As a
life time Austin resident, I know that this highway through downtown Austin has always been unsafe. It was
poorly planned in the beginning. I hope that your plans now will include the newer means of transportation
the future will need. This includes light rail and a good bike lane over the highway in the park. Climate
change will change how we move around, and merely planning for more cars is just looking to 1940 for your
inspiration. The future will look different and any worth while plans for 1-35 will include a vision of the
future.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
Hello,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #30.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #685.

My name is Ella, and I’m a junior at UT Austin. I’m writing to you today to ask you to oppose the Texas
Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
1267 Elena Covey

9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

This project is not what Austin needs - We need to divert through traffice to 130 and keep I35 local.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1427.

The plans for demolishing businesses and house in central texas is wrong. The lane configuration looks very
confusion with twists and turns. This seems way worse than what we currently have.

Also.. We need many more east west connections. We need to keep connection Wilshire and Train tracks for
pedestians, and add as many cross streets as possible. Downtown - we need all the streets to cross east to
west.
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This project is not what central austin needs.

1268 Elena Sanders

9/21/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

Las mejoras propuestas incluyen la eliminación de las cubiertas
superiores, la reducción de la carretera y la adición de dos
carriles para vehículos de alta ocupación en cada dirección a lo
largo de la I-35 desde la US 290 East hasta la SH 71/Ben White
Boulevard, con pasos elevados adicionales en la I-35 y la US
290 East. El proyecto también reconstruirá los puentes que
cruzan las calles de este a oeste, agregará senderos para
peatones y ciclistas, y realizará mejoras adicionales de
seguridad y movilidad dentro de los límites del proyecto.
En 2011, TxDOT estaba estudiando un diseño existente
modificado que incluía la elevación de las cubiertas. En 2014,
los vecindarios North Central preguntaron si las cubiertas
superiores podrían eliminarse como parte del proyecto. En
2017, anunciamos que podríamos agregar dos carriles
administrados en cada dirección y eliminar las cubiertas
superiores ubicadas entre Airport Boulevard y Martin Luther
King, Jr. Boulevard.
Para eliminar las cubiertas superiores, estamos trabajando
para minimizar el impacto y el desplazamiento de los
residentes y propietarios de negocios. Pero en nuestro
esfuerzo por bajar los carriles y proporcionar un espacio
adecuado para dos carriles de tránsito/vehículos de alta
ocupación en cada dirección, los esquemas actuales proponen
adquirir 100 pies adicionales de derecho de paso en esta área.
Para desmantelar las cubiertas superiores y mantener tres
carriles de tráfico operando en cada dirección durante la
construcción, TxDOT requiere más de los 200 pies que
actualmente están disponibles en la sección de la cubierta
superior. A modo de comparación, el tramo del centro, desde
Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard hasta Lady Bird Lake, tiene
entre 375 y 400 pies de derecho de paso.
El esquema propuesto muestra la eliminación de las cubiertas
superiores, una franja de protección de 20 a 25 pies entre las
rejas del patio trasero a lo largo de la I-35 y un límite de
velocidad reducido de 35 mph a lo largo de la vía de servicio.
La franja de protección incluirá una acera y un carril bici.
Recogeremos las opiniones de los vecindarios circundantes
como parte de nuestra divulgación sobre la estética de este
espacio verde. Es importante tener en cuenta que los carriles
administrados y los carriles principales se situarán al oeste de
las vías de servicio y a un nivel por debajo de la superficie de la
vía de servicio y el amortiguador. Minimizar el derecho de
paso adicional es uno de los principales objetivos del Programa
Mobility35 de TxDOT, que incluye el proyecto I-35 Capital
Express Central, y las necesidades de derecho de paso seguirán
siendo refinadas a lo largo del proceso.

Escribo para oponerme a las recientes propuestas del Departamento de Transporte de Texas (TxDOT) para la
I-35 como parte del proyecto I-35 Capital Express Central.
El 27 de febrero de 2020, el presidente de la Comisión de Transporte de Texas, J. Bruce Bugg, reiteró una
promesa constante del liderazgo estatal: "Nuestro compromiso [para la I-35] no es más amplio ni más alto".
En cambio, TxDOT está ignorando esa promesa y las súplicas de la comunidad por la misma, mientras niega un
estudio completo y sólido de alternativas significativas, lo que indica su intención de ampliar la huella de la I35, apoderarse de 32 acres de tierra y destruir más de 140 hogares y negocios locales. Asegúrese de que la
cicatriz de la I-35 a través de Austin esté curada, no agrandada.
También solicite a TxDOT que cumpla con sus requisitos legales bajo la Ley de Política Ambiental Nacional
(NEPA) para considerar seriamente alternativas significativas, incluidas las propuestas comunitarias Reconnect
Austin, Rethink35 y Cap and Stitch del Urban Land Institute. Las dos alternativas de TxDOT son casi idénticas.
Necesitamos alternativas significativas a las propuestas de TxDOT que aborden las necesidades de la
comunidad. Esas alternativas deben estudiarse de forma independiente y deben abordar la elección de
transporte, el acceso, la seguridad, la calidad del aire, el ruido, el cambio climático, la calidad de vida, la salud
económica (incluida la base impositiva generada por el uso de la tierra) y el cumplimiento de las metas locales
y de la Ciudad de Austin.
Por último, participe activamente en la conversación sobre la I-35 y manténgase firme ante las necesidades de
Austin y el centro de Texas.
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Para más información sobre el proceso de derecho de paso de
TxDOT, visite: https://www.txdot.gov/insidetxdot/division/right-of-way.html
Enlace a la página de formularios y publicaciones de ROW:
https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/formspublications/consultants-contractors/forms/row.html
TxDOT trabaja con la Administración Federal de Carreteras
(FHWA por sus siglas en ingles) y otras agencias federales para
cumplir con la Ley Nacional de Política Pública Ambiental
(NEPA por sus siglas en ingles) y utiliza el proceso de
cumplimiento ambiental de TxDOT para proyectos estatales y
locales donde TxDOT es la autoridad de aprobación estatal.
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El proceso de la NEPA es un enfoque equilibrado para la toma
de decisiones sobre el transporte que evalúa cualquier impacto
potencial del proyecto en el entorno humano y natural
teniendo en cuenta la necesidad del público de un transporte
seguro y eficiente. Los análisis técnicos de la Declaración de
Impacto Ambiental (EIS por sus siglas en ingles), que es la más
rigurosa de las clases de documentos de la NEPA, incluyen una
evaluación exhaustiva de los posibles efectos relacionados con
el proyecto en una amplia gama de recursos. De acuerdo con la
NEPA, la EIS evaluará y determinará los impactos que podrían
derivarse de la ejecución del proyecto propuesto e incluirá las
medidas adoptadas para evitar y minimizar cualquier impacto
adverso. Para cualquier impacto adverso en la comunidad que
no pueda ser evitado o minimizado, se considerará la
mitigación. Se puede encontrar más información en la Sección
4.4 del Manual Ambiental de TxDOT para Impactos
Comunitarios, Justicia Ambiental, Dominio Limitado del Inglés y
Cumplimiento del Título VI.
Basándose en los datos de los Criterios de Evaluación de las
Alternativas, las Alternativas 2 y 3 y la alternativa de no
construir se evaluarán más a fondo en el Borrador de la
Declaración de Impacto Ambiental. Las alternativas 2 y 3
incluyen varias mejoras operativas y de seguridad en el
corredor del proyecto que reconstruirían rampas, puentes e
intersecciones; mejorarían las vías de servicio; mejorarían los
servicios para bicicletas y peatones y acomodarían las rutas de
tránsito.
Aunque las alternativas 2 y 3 son similares, representan años
de estudio desde la década de 1980 hasta hoy para determinar
alternativas viables que ayuden a mejorar la movilidad y la
seguridad de todos los usuarios. En 2002, TxDOT propuso dos
carriles elevados por el centro de Austin. A partir del estudio
preliminar de enlaces ambientales (PEL por sus siglas en ingles)
publicado en 2013, las alternativas del proyecto se redujeron a
la ruta actual, pero con mejoras en la ubicación actual,
quitando las cubiertas superiores, pasando a una sección
general más baja donde sea posible, y añadiendo carriles
administrados. La ingeniería adicional y la participación pública
se centraron en las mejoras de estos conceptos básicos.
Actualmente, todas las alternativas de TxDOT apoyan las
iniciativas lideradas por la comunidad, incluyendo la
eliminación de las cubiertas superiores, proporcionando una
sección rebajada, carriles HOV y de tránsito, instalaciones
mejoradas para bicicletas y peatones en paralelo y cruzando el
proyecto, para representar mejor la forma en que la gente
viaja hoy y en el futuro.
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Al pasar a la Notificación de Intención de TxDOT para
desarrollar una Declaración de Impacto Ambiental, se
adelantaron tres alternativas en el proceso de alcance para
una mayor evaluación. La alternativa 1 se centraba en la
instalación de los carriles administrados en túneles con los
carriles principales en una sección rebajada por encima de los
túneles, con las vías de acceso a nivel de la calle, para
mantener el perfil lo más estrecho posible. Las alternativas 2 y
3 rebajaron los carriles principales y los carriles administrados
por debajo del nivel de la superficie, con las vías de servicio a
nivel de la superficie. Las alternativas 2 y 3 difieren en Airport
Boulevard y Woodland Avenue, ya que la alternativa 2
presenta carriles principales y carriles administrados por
debajo de las vías de servicio, y la alternativa 3 tiene carriles
administrados elevados por encima de estas intersecciones
para mantener el derecho de paso lo más estrecho posible. Las
alternativas se han evaluado en función de los criterios de
ingeniería y medioambientales establecidos a través del
proceso de evaluación de la agencia y del público.

Basado en el análisis de los datos desarrollados y presentados
como parte del proceso de evaluación de alternativas, TxDOT
ha determinado que la Alternativa 1 no se continuará. Las
alternativas 2 y 3 se continuarán, basándose en:
• Tiempos de respuesta más rápidos para los servicios de
emergencia, la policía, los bomberos y los hospitales
• Duración de la construcción más corta en 1.5 años
• Mejora de las operaciones de tráfico durante la construcción
con menos cierres de carriles
• Menos conflictos con los servicios públicos y menores costes
de reubicación
• Menos conflictos de drenaje
• Menores costes de diseño y construcción
• Menores requisitos y costes de mantenimiento anual y de
por vida
Esta evaluación se presentó al público en agosto-septiembre
de 2021. TxDOT continuará evaluando y mejorando las
alternativas a través de la participación pública adicional y la
coordinación con las partes interesadas y la ciudad de Austin
para maximizar las mejoras y minimizar los impactos
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ambientales.
El Texas A&M Transportation Institute (TTI) evaluó de forma
independiente la viabilidad de tres alternativas comunitarias,
incluidas las desarrolladas por Reconnect Austin, Downtown
Austin Alliance y Urban Land Institute y Rethink35. El propósito
del análisis era proporcionar una evaluación de terceros de:
• Elementos de los conceptos comunitarios que actualmente
están incorporados o podrían incorporarse razonablemente a
las alternativas de construcción propuestas
• Elementos de los conceptos comunitarios que requieren
mayor estudio y análisis
• Si los conceptos comunitarios son viables como alternativas
independientes

El análisis de la TTI de los conceptos comunitarios muestra
que, si bien ninguno de los tres conceptos descritos
anteriormente son viables como alternativas independientes,
gran parte de lo que estas entidades separadas están
proponiendo ya estaba incluido en las alternativas de
construcción de TxDOT o se ha añadido recientemente,
incluyendo:
• Bajar la I-35
• Ampliación de más de 15 cruces este-oeste
• Añadir un nuevo cruce este-oeste en 5th Street para todos
los usuarios y nuevos cruces peatonales en CapMetro Red
Line/futura Gold Line al sur de Airport Boulevard, CapMetro
Red Line en 4th Street y entre 51st Street y US 290 East
• Añadir mejoras para bicicletas y peatones a lo largo de los
cruces este-oeste con 30 pies de caminos combinados de uso
compartido y topes
• Reducción de los límites de velocidad en las vías de servicio
• Mejorar la capacidad de transporte de personas a lo largo del
corredor proporcionando una ruta fiable para el tránsito en
carriles administrados
• Eliminación de las cubiertas superiores de la I-35
• Acomodar las plazas de la cubierta
El informe de la TTI también concluyó que las alternativas
comunitarias, concretamente Reconnect Austin y Rethink35,
reducen la capacidad de la I-35 y aumentan el volumen de
tráfico en la red de calles adyacentes de la ciudad, en muchos
casos en más de un 25%, especialmente en el este de Austin.
La red de la ciudad no está diseñada ni es capaz de soportar
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ese tráfico adicional.
Ambas alternativas evaluadas reducirían el tráfico en las calles
del vecindario en comparación con las alternativas
comunitarias. El concepto de Reconnect Austin requeriría
entre 460 y 530 millones de dólares adicionales para construir
un túnel, así como 7.8 millones de dólares al año para su
mantenimiento, que tendría que ser financiado por un tercero,
ya que se considera una mejora local.
Basándose en las recomendaciones de la TTI, las alternativas
de construcción propuestas para ser evaluadas por los criterios
incluyen las alternativas de construcción propuestas por TxDOT
junto con elementos de los conceptos comunitarios, como se
describe en la lista anterior. El informe de la TTI puede
consultarse en: https://my35capex.com/wpcontent/uploads/2021/08/Community-AlternativesAnalysis.pdf.
Además del estudio de la TTI, a partir de la década de 1980,
TxDOT ha reconocido las aportaciones de la comunidad y la
necesidad de mejorar la I-35 a través de la región para
proporcionar una mejor movilidad y acomodar el crecimiento y
la demanda futuros. Este proyecto se basa en los esfuerzos
anteriores para mejorar la I-35, como el Comité Asesor del
Corredor I-35 (2011-2013), el Grupo de Trabajo de Partes
Interesadas del Centro de la Ciudad (2013-2014), un Estudio de
Planificación y Vínculos Ambientales (2014), los Talleres
Vecinales de Decks (2014-2015), la participación pública
realizada en el proyecto Central (2016-2017) y una Charette de
Diseño (2020). Estos esfuerzos solidificaron la base de todas las
alternativas de construcción que se están considerando
actualmente.
TxDOT está coordinando con la ciudad de Austin y otras
agencias locales para alinear los planes, cuando sea factible y
apropiado, mientras se ajusta a los requisitos estatales y
federales. TxDOT organiza varias reuniones de coordinación
semanales y mensuales centradas en las mejoras generales del
programa. Los temas incluyen
• Acomodación para bicicletas/peatones
• Coordinación con CapMetro
• Valores de la comunidad
En la medida de lo posible, TxDOT está incorporando
elementos del actual Plan Maestro de Bicicletas de la Ciudad
de Austin, el Plan Estratégico de Movilidad de Austin, los
objetivos de Visión Cero de la Ciudad de Austin, el Plan de
Equidad Climática de Austin y los planes de vecindario
adoptados adyacentes al corredor de la I-35.
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I am strongly against the I-35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #160.

I am a native Austinite, 2nd generation Austinite, 3rd generation Texan that is watching my city crumble
under pressure, transforming with irregular and irresponsible growth at the expense of local business, local
talent and local heritage.

Local business is the reason people come to this city. It's a shame that TxDOT wants to remove the names and
faces of what we built. My friends and I go to the WhipIn once a week to catch up, relax and play some trivia.
This is just one of those businesses that would have to permanently shut down or find a place to relocate.
Imagine how many lives that affects, how many plans that affect? For one business only. It's damaging to our
local economy and damaging to jobs and the livelihoods of Austinites like myself who have to keep moving
further and further away out of my own home. I don't want to adjust for TxDOT's needs. No one does.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives for equity. The money for this project could transform transit options instead of
creating more of the same transportation and emission problems we already have
. All alternatives should be independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air
quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated
from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Please advocate for human-centered design instead of vast concrete highway and ensure that plans for I-35
comply with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1273 Elijah Fleming

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
The plan WILL NOT help the congestion on I35.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1275 Elisa Leichty

1276 Elise Burke

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
It was a terrible mistake to create this highway in the first place. We know adding more lanes to I-35 will only
increase the congestion, safety, mobility, community and pollution problems we already have.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

I prefer NO BUILD, NO EXPANSION of I-35 through Austin. Redesignate the existing highways around Austin
(SH 130, US 183, and SH 71) and allow them to carry the brunt of heavy highway traffic. Remove the I-35
elevated mainlanes and feeder roads, and redesign the street-level lanes through Central Austin as a business
boulevard.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1277 Elissa Marek

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I have two children who attend/have attended Escuelita del Alma. Escuelita is a close-knit community filled
with families who are committed to creating opportunities for all kids. Escuelita is also a valued Austin
institution that truly promotes inclusivity and cultural awareness.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #1540.

As a member of the Escuelita community for more than six years, I was devastated to learn that the new
design for I-35 would destroy our believed little school.

It is no secret that highways often work as boundaries that reinforce racial and economic segregation. Going
forward with the new design for I-35 would not only destroy treasured physical spaces like Escuelita, but
would also strengthen racist practices that so many in this community are working hard to change.

Please know that ignoring the community and moving forward with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma would
cause over 200 families to lose their quality childcare and would remove a cherished institution from the city.

I urge you to provide a more thoughtful design for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway footprint should be
narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower footprint will
preserve existing homes and neighborhoods, local businesses, and our Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction. Please also think about including moving traffic to SH130 and b.

Rebuilding I-35 should be an opportunity to connect our communities and promote equity.
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I cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.

1278 Elissa Steglich

1279 Elissa Steglich

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

This article says everything I have to say: https://www.austinchronicle.com/news/2021-08-20/austin-at-largeaint-no-highway-wide-enough/ I live in the Cherrywood/Wilshire Wood neighborhood just east of I-35. The
expansion plans are horrendous and will accomplish nothing more than rushing Texas into climate chaos. Be
bold. Buck the system. Isn't that what Texans are supposed to do?

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #1996.

I support Designation Switch: switch the designation of existing SH 130 to I-35, switch the designation of I-35
through central Austin to SH 130.

See response to comment #19.

The tolls on SH 130 would stay, but they would be applied to what is currently I-35. The untolled lanes would
now the bypass road around Austin. The tolls would have the same effect: drivers who could avoid the tolls
would seek out alternative routes.

Traffic on the new SH 130 (currently I-35) would move to the new I-35 (currently SH 130), minimizing
congestion through the center of Austin and routing regional traffic away from local traffic.

TxDOT has done two pilot projects that lowered toll rates on SH 130 to determine whether trucks would be
motivated to use SH 130 if costs were reduced. In a nutshell, they were. Trucks moved over when the toll on
SH 130 was lowered.

Tolling what is currently I-35 (by switching the designations) would also benefit transit. Buses could move
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more efficiently & predictably, which is crucial for effective transit service.

Tolls are extremely effective at mitigating congestion. Even a $0.01 toll is enough to incentivize people [avoid]
the highway if they have other options. Paired with comprehensive transit service and bike/ped facilities, tolls
are a much better way to manage congestion than non-tolled “managed” lanes. TxDOT has concrete evidence
that[reducing]/eliminating the tolls on SH 130 would cause regional truck & freight traffic to use 130 instead
of I-35. That would relieve a lot of congestion on I-35. Tolling I-35 would too.

1280 Eliza Greenberg

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1282 Elizabeth Birdsong

9/13/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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My name is Elizabeth Brink. I was born and raised here. I am 45 years old now. I would like to say that I think
we need to focus more on developing a full loop around the city. That way, all this traffic can be bypassed
from going through downtown. Every other major city, Dallas, Houston, San Antonio, they all have loops, and I
really think that's what we need to focus on instead of ripping up through downtown. Thank you.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1285 Elizabeth Eliot

1286 Elizabeth Funk
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
This is a terrible idea. The last thing that the city needs is an expansion of the divide between east and west
Austin. Recent growth has led to the east side becoming more of a destination of locals and visitors alike, and
it would be a shame to further inhibit walkability between both sides of town. Also, the last thing that we
need is more traffic and construction issues in this city. Semis should be routed to 130 instead.
While I appreciate acknowledgment that change must happen to our highway infrastructure, adding toll lanes
is not the answer. It is elitist and ensures that only those willing to pay the absurd tolls are able to avoid traffic
(as we see on the Mopac toll lane). To completely tear down the highway for years to simply add a few lanes
available to the wealthy is not a viable solution. I stand against this plan and hope that project team hears
that Austinites do not want more toll lanes.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1288 Elizabeth Gillam

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1290 Elizabeth Hailey

9/21/2021 Email

1291 Elizabeth Halprin
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Comment
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9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Form

1293 Elizabeth Halprin
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
I am an Austinite and oppose the current TxDOT plan for the I-35 expansion. It is a 1950s solution to a 21st
Century problem. We need to bury the highway from Airport Blvd through Lady Bird Lake and avoid
condemning businesses and housing along the corridor, instead using smarter design and better utilization of
SH -130 to relieve congestion.
Please send your TxDOT engineers back to the drawing board.
Expanding i-35 is absolutely stupid, and the worst part is that you know it! Adding lanes will only ease
congestion temporarily, and then we have the exact same problem again, but this time having spent $4 billion
and made Austin a more unpleasant, polluted place in the process. Tear down and reroute i-35 out of the city,
invest in public transit and bike lanes, increase the cost to park downtown - these and many other solutions
will improve both congestion and quality of life!
This plan is so unbelieveably stupid! You say it’s to keep pace with the growing population, but research
shows that expanding highways does not ease congestion; it only creates more demand. Use this funding to
sink 35, divert traffic out of downtown Austin, or invest in alternative/public transportation. You’re destroying
and displacing businesses, increasing air pollution, and making this city more unpleasant to live in, to not even
solve to problem you’re trying to address.
This is such a bad idea!!!!!! Who does this help, truly? Won’t help traffic long term, just destroy and fracture
the city, add air pollution, destroy businesses, for what? So that you can say you did something? Someone at
TXDOT wants to waste millions of dollars? This is idiotic.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #6.
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I'm a community member who is not in favor to expand i-35's central stretch in Austin.

See response to comment #6.

The plan would widen the highway, yet not reduce traffic, because it's still heavily reliant on cars, destroy
homes and businesses. I'd like to see Austin move towards a better approach to decongesting the traffic
through better and more frequent public transportation.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1296 Elizabeth Koroscik

9/20/2021 Email

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1298 Elizabeth McConnell
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Form
9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I oppose adding lanes to I-35.

See response to comment #6.

TXDOT needs a plan to unifies our city, bringing east and west together with more emphasis on mass transit,
biking, pedestrians, and less cars! Displacing businesses and residences up and down I35 doesnt seem like the
way of the future. Where is the beauty, like Seattle highways? Where are the parks and walk ability and equal
access paths to connect east and west, even like Dallas has done?

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1427.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.

I write to oppose TxDOT’s recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.

1301 Elizabeth Reed

9/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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I urge TXDoT to reconsider community-based solutions like Reconnect Austin and see this as an opportunity to
improve our air quality and mitigate the risk of climate change; repair the racist legacy of the highway that has
long divided our city; reduce the noise in our surrounding neighborhoods and save lives.
My concern is that the current plan focuses on reducing traffic and congestion on 35 but does not prioritize
See response to comment #6.
the wellbeing of the surrounding community. We need a comprehensive approach that keeps these priorities
balanced. An incremental fix that will be completed in the next decade will not help us solve the challenges of
this growing community in 2050.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. It will increase pollution and noise in Central Austin and will further divide
the city and cut off East Austin.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1303 elizmcqueen

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

Building a massive highway through the heart of Austin is not the answer! It will massively affect our air
quality and community. There must be better alternatives to consider.
I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

1305 Ella Ryan

9/20/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #685.

It is deeply disappointing that the Department of "Transportation"'s solution to the city's transportation
challenges is to double down on the proven failure that is highway expansion. Building highways through
cities was the result of segregationist policies and a misguided focus on moving motor vehicles quickly at the
expense of any other societal objectives. TxDOT has no interest in what it takes to build thriving communities
and places that support the health and well-being of our citizens regardless of age and ability.
It is unconscionable that TxDOT has denied a full and robust study of meaningful alternatives to its proposal
that would widen the existing I-35 footprint and seize 32 acres of land and destroy more than 140 local homes
and businesses. Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) to seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect
Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly
identical. We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All
alternatives should be independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air
quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated
from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Expanding I-35 in anyway - and spending billions of dollars on the endeavor - would rank at the bottom on all
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the metrics we care about as a city. We need to think creatively about our challenges and invest our money in
a project that will create an Austin that is safe and accessible for all.

1306 Ella Stinson

9/16/2021 Email
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1308 Ellen Davis

9/24/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
i ardently urge txdot not to build i-35 any wider or higher. since it was built, it has served to divide austin
along segregation era barriers, isolating people of color from wealthier white neighborhoods. austin’s stretch
of i35 is responsible for a quarter of all of texas’ traffic fatalities and is a major contributor to climate change.
furthermore, it makes austin less walkable and breaks up the urban core, making it difficult for pedestrians to
exist in the city center and resulting in the decay of the central business district. current plans would further
contribute to all of these problems as well as displacing over 140 austin homes and businesses, many of which
are minority owned. i demand that you give projects proposed by reconnect austin and rethink35 proper
consideration and to keep in mind the health of austin as a city, the safety of austin’s residents, and the future
of the global climate as you redesign this stretch of highway. thank you
I would like to submit my comments on the proposed expansion of I-35 through Austin. I am in TOTAL
SUPPORT of anything that improves traffic flow on I-35 in Austin. The needs of the overall city (and the state)
far outweigh a few businesses that would be displaced. I like the idea of sinking some it it below ground level
and reconnecting east and west Austin.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.

See response to comment #7.
See response to comment #4324.

Some have made the comment that if you improve I-35, it will just generate more traffic and we will be right
back where we started. To compensate for this, I suggest making some or all of I-35 a toll road and making
SH130 free.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I expect that any changes to I-35 will require tremendous effort and difficult choices. However, the proposed
design(s) do not reflect the creative, innovative spirit of the city of Austin or our community goals.
This is a single opportunity to correct decades of transportation missteps which have divided the city literally.
I am devastated by the only options presented so far. It's not that I am disappointed, as much as I am repulsed
by what I think they will mean for the future of our city. I do not feel that alternatives have been given
adequate consideration.

1310 Ellen Pizarek
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1311 Ellen Ray

9/22/2021 Email

Please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans,
goals, and values. We may not have another chance to get this right and the options presented so far are all
wrong.
I am not in favor of the proposed I-35 expansion in Central Austin - numerous studies show adding more
highway lanes only induces traffic demand, making congestion worse. We need to go with the evidence, not
conventional wisdom, especially considering that this expansion would take land away from businesses still
struggling to recover from COVID-19, and drastically change Austin's landscape for the worse, paving over
parts of properties as wide ranging as St. David's to the Austin Chronicle to Aster's Ethiopian food. It makes no
sense to encroach on neighborhood homes, lose restaurants, schools and medical clinics, and incur the price
tag and, quite frankly, emotional and social toll on the city during construction, of a long-term construction
project that research proves does nothing to seriously alleviate our traffic problems. Thank you for your time.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1312 Ellen Wood

9/9/2021

Email

1313 Ellenor Shoemaker

9/9/2021

Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
I will also add it is a death trap that I avoid whenever possible. Unfortunately, it isn’t always possible for me
as an Austinite and certainly is not for those traveling through the area.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1314 Ellie Hanlon

9/16/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1315 Elliott Tinsley

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I think expanding 35 like in this plan is a terrible idea that would displace hundreds if not thousands of people,
destroy a large swath of historic neighborhood and community gathering spaces, further segregate East
Austin from the rest of the city, and finally, would actually do nothing but make traffic through downtown
Austin worse. Expanding 35 will not solve Austin’s terrible traffic. It will make it worse, both during and after
construction. There are better alternatives to address both transportation and commuting issues in and
around Austin, such as buying out 130 and converting it from a toll road to a free road or putting the funds
towards human-first urban planning instead of vehicle-first.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.
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1316 Elsie Aton

1317 Elyse Watts

1318 Elyse Yates
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No wider, no higher!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

I live within blocks of 35. It is a daily issue for my life and my commute. Please do not just expand this highway
through my neighborhood without an eye for leaving this area as a place actual humans can live. More lanes
does not help - it is simply not workable to add lanes forever. It’s also not workable to direct all traffic coming
from Mexico through to middle America to within 10 blocks of the Texas capitol. We need a plan to direct
through traffic outside of Austin and to streamline 35 without adding lanes and destroying the city in the
process. These plans exist - TxDOT just needs to do the work!
Plan to widen the highway is terrible. It will increase air and noise pollution in my neighborhood and displace
beloved local businesses. We should be moving away from commute centric suburban lifestyles, not spending
tax dollars accelerating traffic misery and climate change.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1319 Emilie Pagano
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

1320 Emilio Govea
1321 Emily Allison

9/10/2021 Email
8/16/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Expanding the highway all the way to the pink line is not the move
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
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As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #19.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

1323 Emily Baker

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1324 Emily Bankston

9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.”
I am a San Antonian who travels up I-35 occasionally to visit family and friends in Austin. I am also someone
concerned with urban sprawl and its environmental impact. While yes, gridlocked traffic contributes more
greenhouse gasses than moving traffic, adding more lanes is a temporary fix. Once the new, wider I-35
induces more demand, we will then have twenty lanes of gridlocked traffic and be worse off than we are now.
It will be the Katy freeway all over again-the traffic is worse there now than it was 10 years ago when they
widened it, and it is my least-favorite road to be on out of any in my experience. (Yes, I have family in
Houston who I visit as well.)
I oppose TXDOT's plan to widen IH35 through central Austin. I live 3 blocks from I35 near 38 1/2th Street and
have lived on this street for 20+ years. The highway is a part of my daily life.

See response to comment #273

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1427.

When I first moved to this street in 1996, it was still impossible--and for a number of years afterward--to have
a pizza delivered to East Austin because the legacy of segregation in East Austin was still alive. Cab drivers
would not come to this side of town. Austin still has a lot of work to do to correct the division that was
created when I35 was constructed, and this plan will continue to exacerbate the divide.
Furthermore, the razing of homes and businesses that this plan calls for will only go further in the direction of
emphasizing misguided priorities. We need to prioritize people and communities over short-term solutions
tied to environmentally detrimental and increasingly outdated forms of transportation. This plan will not solve
traffic problems in the long run but will take a last negative toll on our city.
Besides the very important social issues wrapped up in the presence of this highway, there is the issue of
quality of life of living near a large highway. Though I'm three blocks away, the noise and pollution is everpresent. The highway is dangerous and I’ve been woken up multiple times over the years by the sound of car
crashes. No amount of noise mitigation can change the fact that a bigger highway will be more dangerous.
Also, living near the highway absolutely changes the way I travel about the city. I avoid taking the highway,
and if I want to walk through different parts of the neighborhood or jog a different route, it does not feel safe
to cross the highway where local access is available. The highway is a barrier. Though I do sometimes head
west for a change of scenery, on my jogs, it takes mustering courage to cross west and widening the highway
will obviously make that harder.
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Widening the highway will not solve traffic problems and will further divide our city. TXDOT must do better by
listening to the local communities and sticking to past promises to go no higher or wider. Even better yet,
envision something that reflects our shared values and move the highway; doing so in other major cities has
made a difference. Please, TXDOT, do not pass up this opportunity to unite rather than divide. Our Capital city
deserves better.

1325 Emily Bell

9/2/2021

1326 Emily Bell

9/2/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
Email

Expanding I-35 through the heart of Austin is the worst idea I've heard on the topic. Absolutely nonsensical;
the opposite of a solution. I implore TxDOT to look at the big picture, look at the evidence, the precedent
studies, and for God's sake, just look around Austin; there is plenty of information locally and globally that
proves that more lanes does not equal more traffic efficiency. Burying the city with more lateral highway
lanes for individual vehicles will be harmful for everyone in the community. Expand your perspective, not 35.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. Those alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of
life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
local goals.
Lastly, please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central Texas.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1328 Emily Bell

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1329 Emily Bell

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The plan to expand I-35 through the heart of Austin is an attack on the city in a multitude of ways. Destroying
property for (stated on record) more traffic congestion, eroding neighborhoods whose cultures are already in
jeopardy, and perpetuating a car-based, noise polluted, heat island lifestyle narrative is absolutely a
backwards solution for a supposed forward thinking city. Catch up, TxDOT. To disregard the known traffic
science of an expansion of this caliber is abhorrent and undoubtedly a mistake of colossal proportions. Spend
the money, time, and concrete in another way. Let's optimize 35, not overbuild it.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1330 Emily Bell

9/24/2021 Email

TxDot -

See response to comment #15.

I know I'm not the only message on the subject - we need to be considering tunneling and more repairative
options when it comes to a highway overhaul of this scale. The Austin community is sending you a resounding
call to action to go back to the drawing boards and consider an actually effective and forward thinking
solution to the hellscape that is I-35. Get to it.
1331 Emily Bogan

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1333 Emily Conrad

1334 Emily Fenves

9/17/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
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9/15/2021 Virtual
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Comment
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please, please, please do not expand I-35, as it is documented and acknowledged by TX DOT that doing so will
not decrease traffic. While I fully support efforts to alleviate heavy traffic, widening the interstate is not the
solution. It will only bring more cars. Please expand public transportation options instead!

As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.
We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1336 Emily Gold

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1338 Emily Hampton

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1340 Emily Herrington

1341 Emily Howell

1342 Emily Jenkins
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9/11/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
My biggest concern is any land taken away to accommodate additional or expanded lanes. Many
communities, and houses are very close to current I-35. I live in Windsor Park and have friends in Maplewood.
I'd like to see plans for improvement that do not impact negatively anyone's housing, including mine.
I'm very interested in the plans that eliminate elevated lanes. These lanes currently produce SOOO much
noise. I'd love to see implemented plans that aim to reduce road noise.
I am concerned about the proposed widening of I-35 because it will mean the loss of our beloved daycare,
Escuelita del Alma. I have been a parent of this special school for almost a decade with all 4 of my children
attending over the years.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #614.

See response to comment #6.

If these plans proceed, this treasured institution will be lost and it will be even more difficult to find quality
daycare within central Austin. There is no way they will be able to survive a move - rents are just too
expensive.
I cannot support this project moving forward in it's current state.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #247.

I have been living in the Hancock neighborhood on and off for decades (since early childhood) and have
witnessed a lot of change there and in Austin as a whole.
I-35 is a scar through this city, a mark of segregation. The current plan makes that scar deeper and further
severs the east from the west in this town. For two years I lived just a block away from the highway on 38th
St.; though the freeway presents a looming barrier, I frequently travelled across it by bike, car, or on foot to
get to work, visit friends and run errands nearby. It's hard to imagine how much more challenging it would
become to integrate those activities and relationships with a 20 lane highway between them and my home.
We have such an amazing opportunity to make this city more connected and whole and less car-dominated.
Let's do it.
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1343 Emily Jones

1344 Emily Kaye
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9/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
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9/22/2021 Email

Comment
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I would rather see nothing done to I 35 compared to the two plans being considered. I think the work Dallas
has done to build a park over the interstate and reclaim the land for pedestrians is ideal, and I don’t
understand why we wouldn’t pursue that option rather than making the highway larger and more congested.

See response to comment #6.

If we aren’t going to do it the right way and incorporate green spaces and not displace families and
businesses, then we shouldn’t do anything.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1345 Emily Kobroff

9/14/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1346 Emily Lederman

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1347 Emily Martinez

9/15/2021 Email

I am a long-time resident of the Cherrywood neighborhood. I am opposed to the current proposals to widen
the freeway. We need a future-oriented solution that cuts down on air pollution, noise pollution, and wide
highways. I advocate for sinking the highway and making less access points/on-ramps in order to preserve the
neighborhood and increased walkability and East-West connection. I am concerned about the impact of
climate change and environmental pollution and believe that the highways plans will only make childhood
asthma rates worse in the neighborhood instead of better. Shouldn't we be aiming for better?
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #4324.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1348 Emily Meo

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I'm against tearing up local businesses and homes in order to expand I-35. It seems to me that it'll do more
harm than good. I'd rather we invest in public transportation to combat traffic instead.

See response to comment #160.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Comment
Form
1349 Emily Niemeyer

9/10/2021 Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1350 Emily Niemeyer

9/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I write to strongly oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part
of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #4.

On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
TxDOT must also be accountable to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) to seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect
Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly
identical. We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All
alternatives should be independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air
quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated
from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

TXDOT's current plan to expand I-35 in central Austin will do irreparable harm to the health and safety of
residents in my neighborhood (Cherrywood) as well as others in central Austin. I strongly urge you to
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reconsider your current proposals and work to ensure that future plans comply with City of Austin community
plans, goals, and values.

1351 Emily Perry

9/16/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1353 Emily Smith

9/17/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

1355 Emily Wiegand

9/9/2021

Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1356 Emily Wiegand

9/17/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Please reconsider the Rethink 35, Reconnect Austin, and the Cap and Stitch proposals. The current two
solutions do not adequately address the issues of east-west pedestrian/cyclist barriers, the eat-west physical
barrier that segregates the city, the need to reduce cars on the road, the ear and eyesore that this major
roadway creates, the lack of green space and public park space in this area of town, and the real need for
other means of public transportation besides automobiles. The TxDOT solution will only increase pollution,
exacerbate global warming, create a larger heat island, further isolate the east from the west, and increase
traffic by promoting more cars on the road.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1357 Emily Wiegand

9/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1358 Emma Hoover

9/14/2021 Email

Please reconsider the Rethink 35, Reconnect Austin, and the Cap and Stitch proposals. The current two
solutions do not adequately address the issues of east-west pedestrian/cyclist barriers, the eat-west physical
barrier that segregates the city, the need to reduce cars on the road, the ear and eyesore that this major
roadway creates, the lack of green space and public park space in this area of town, and the real need for
other means of public transportation besides automobiles. The TxDOT solution will only increase pollution,
exacerbate global warming, create a larger heat island, further isolate the east from the west, and increase
traffic by promoting more cars on the road.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

Please stop TxDOT's widening of the highway in Austin!
TxDOT is ignoring our state's commitment to a "no wider and no higher" I-35. Even with community pushback,
ALL of their proposals for the I-35 Capital Express Central project
include the exact thing we stated we didn't want: wider and higher highways.
Other community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch are a
win-win because they could provide spaces for more businesses, affordable housing, and green space. Instead
of TxDOT's plan to bulldoze homes and businesses, these alternatives could literally pave the way for millions
of dollars of further investment in Austin while saving many of the communities that would be further scarred
by highway expansion.
Please hold TxDOT accountable to what the LAW says they must do: conduct a NEPA analysis, complete with a
full public engagement process in which other alternatives are considered. Currently, the two alternatives
they've presented are basically the same and they have not listened to any community feedback for other
alternatives. Their proposals don't meet our communities needs; in fact, the current proposals are going to
harm our community with worse air quality, more noise, and even more congestion. (The science is clearmore highways just means more traffic.)

1360 Emma Petty

9/1/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Please stand up for the people in your community and make sure that any changes to I-35 comply with the
City of Austin's plans, goals, and values. This is our city, not TxDOT's, and we deserve a say in what happens to
our transportation system - and the people affected by it.
The endless expansion of I35 must be addressed at some point. The continuous expansion leads to increased
undesirable congestion and traffic. The current state of the interstate is admittedly quite dismal. However I do
not believe this type of lazy solution will help any of the congestion. Further, the abhorrent proposal to raze
the areas around 51st actually comes with very little surprise. Does it surprise anyone who is familiar with the
area that it is comprised of mostly minorities? This is one of the last areas of the actual city which consists of
low income families with properties, and businesses owned and employing these citizens. This also reminds
me of the construction of the new harbor bridge in Corpus Christi, to the detriment of the neighborhood it
has razed.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

I imagine there are many nuances swaying this issue, which I cannot begin to understand, i.e. the inside
baseball on these kind of projects, such as the many firms which are chomping at the bit to do endless
environmental studies, designs and eventual construction of this project.
With all of that said, to be plain and clear, I had really hoped back in 2012 or so when the flyover at 71 was
completed, that we'd be way beyond a basic expansion of 35. I had really hoped for a transit design solution.
But I suppose as no surprise, again, we'll never move beyond prioritizing highways, and Austin will continue
amongst other municipal challenges, to effectively bury their head in the sand.
Please reconsider and please push for proposals to be forward thinking and with a considerable benefit to the
community. If this happens, it's going to happen again and again. Please consider prioritizing transit,
particularly as the state continues to grow and urbanize.
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I am truly disappointed and disgusted that the state has decided to further destroy the character of Austin
and disrespect its residents by allowing a highway reconstruction project that pushes into a historically
disadvantaged neighborhood and displaces many beloved small businesses that cannot afford to lose their
buildings or clientele. Do better, or at least move West and East—don’t take the elitist route and axe the East
to save the West side.
As a resident of Austin, I do not want the footprint of I-35 to be expanded and I do not wish to see the
hundreds of homes and businesses that line the highway to be torn down to make room for this. Widening
the highway has not been proven to improve traffic conditions and is not the solution Austin needs for its
traffic problems.

See response to comment #160.

I implore you to please consider alternative proposals such as Reconnect Austin's plan to bury the highway
underground or even Rethink35's plan to remove the highway altogether. Either of these would be far more
beneficial to our city than a widening of the highway.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I strongly oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent promise from state
leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is ignoring that promise
and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful alternatives, signaling
its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than 140 local homes and
businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1365 Eric Berger

1366 Eric Bertolini

9/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Email

Please don't create a problem by believing that growth will continue at phenomenal rates and then building
more than needed to encourage that growth only to continue the cycle. Consider alternatives and promote
sound policies for a safe, high quality of life in our city.
Please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans,
goals, and values.
The current plan to expand I 35 is terrible. It will widen the already ugly scar in the center of town and do
nothing but further divide the city in two. By the time that Txdot is finished with construction on it, it will end
up not being enough to relieve any of our traffic woes. It will also destroy the Cherrywood neighborhood. Can
we think outside the box as far as cars are concerned? For once?
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1367 Eric Bolding

9/24/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1368 Eric Englert

8/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values
These plans are unacceptable. If you can't come up with a realistic plan then stop trying. Thousands of us have See response to comment #15.
told you that this 20-lane scar is an insult. The current number of lanes are more than enough if built properly. See response to comment #13.
The only thing that needs to be done is for the highway to be sunken and capped. Stop the pandering to road
users passing through the city and come up with a plan that reconnects Austin and actually benefits residents.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I am writing to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of
the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. Those alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of
life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
local goals.
The current proposals from TxDOT are unacceptable and incongruous with federal, state, and local climate,
transportation, and infrastructure development targets, and is a fundamentally lazy attempt to force an
outdated solution to the detriment of both commuters and interstate travellers.

1370 Eric Galloway

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central Texas.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1372 Eric Hartzell

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
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1373 Eric Harwell

9/1/2021

Virtual
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Comment
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I wholeheartedly oppose any I-35 Capital Express design that requires additional right-of-way through central
Austin and/or the destruction of homes and businesses in the Cherrywood neighborhood. TxDOT and TTI's
conclusion that none of the Reconnect Austin proposals are feasible should be reconsidered prior to
beginning the NEPA review process. A 20+ lane expressway that cuts our city in half will exacerbate pollution,
noise, and the racial and economic divide that I-35 has fostered since its construction. I believe the proposed
designs present civil rights, environmental justice and fair housing concerns that TxDOT should not ignore.
Do what other large cities have done (Seattle & Boston). Route interstate through traffic *around* the city:
Reduce speed on I-35 to 55 MPH.
Demolish the upper deck.
Divert I-35 through traffic to State Highway 45/130 at Buda. Remove tolls. Rename it as "I-35 Bypass" or
similar.
Slowly begin to convert the inner city portion of I-35 to a wide surface street and eventually eliminate the
Interstate designation altogether. (Reduce lanes/speed, add traffic lights, etc.)
Resume I-35 designation past State Highway 45 at Round Rock or SH-130 at Georgetown.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #65.
See response to comment #1996.

See response to comment #19.
Current frontage road posted speeds within the project area
range between 40-50 mph. Posted speeds are determined
once construction is complete. For all proposed build
alternatives, TxDOT is lowering frontage road speeds to
35mph.
TxDOT routinely evaluates the design guidance, which includes
design speed, and must comply with federal and state
standards for highway design, including TxDOT’s Roadway
Design Manual, the AASHTO Policy on Geometric Design of
Highways and Streets and the Texas Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices.
Design speed is used explicitly for determining minimum
values for road design, such as horizontal curve radius and
sight distance based on the roadway function and
classification. Roadway geometric design features such as
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cross-section elements, lane widths, shoulder width, etc., are
determined based on the road function and safety in relation
to the design speed.
The posted speed limit is normally set at the nearest value to
the 85th percentile speed ending in 5 or 0 of the observed
speed of a group of vehicles traveling on a section of road. City
governments and TxDOT must conduct traffic and engineering
studies according to requirements outlined in TxDOT's
publication, Procedures for Establishing Speed Zones, when
setting a speed limit on the state highway system.

1374 Eric Hirst

9/10/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35
Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg repeated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise while denying a full and robust study of meaningful alternatives, signaling its intention
to widen I-35's footprint, seize 32 acres of land, and demolish more than 140 local homes and businesses.
Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to its legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act to seriously
consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial
injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with
City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
1376 Eric Kaufman

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #247.

Hello,
As a local resident who routinely bikes between East Austin and Downtown, I experience the dangerous,
disruptive environment of I-35 routinely. Please push for a buried highway through downtown, reuniting the
core of Austin and setting a model for future projects.

1377 Eric Kidwell

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

TX DOT's proposal to widen I-35 is a relic of the past. Austin is a city of the future. There are many ways to
build a forward-looking project that both meets the throughput requirements of TX-DOT and rebuilds the
heart of the City of Austin. This is a once-in-a-generation opportunity. Please take it!
As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.
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We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.

1378 Eric Leake

1379 Eric Lepine

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/12/2021 Email

I live in central Austin and drive I-35 for my work commute. I have been following the I-35 Capital Express
Central project as covered by the Austin Chronicle. I think local communities should have more of a say in
future plans for I-35. I don't think building more traffic lanes and tearing up more of the city is a responsible
solution to the challenges of growth, traffic, and mobility. I prefer Reconnect Austin's plan as a better fit for
Austin.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1380 Eric Marcella

9/9/2021
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Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1382 Eric Pinzur

1383 Eric Pinzur

1384 Eric Rauser
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Expansion of the highway is not needed. The years of construction will cause significantly more congestion
around the downtown area. By the time the project is finished it will need to be expanded again.
We need a different solution. Perhaps move the highway underground through downtown or divert it around
the city. In this way we can remove cars from downtown and start making it more pedestrian friendly.
My pet peeves/anger is that we're talking about a massive highway expansion in the era of climate change,
you admit it won't solve the traffic problems, and you have only incorporated about 1% of the feedback
they've received over the last 20 years.
We should be reducing the amount of cars going through our city, not expanding it!
Please consider implementing the "Cut-and Cap" or "Cap-and-Stitch" plans instead of expanding the I-35
Freeway through downtown. Our community does not want another Texas highway expansion project failure
in the middle of our city.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.

See response to comment #13.

No one who will be served by this highway wants an expansion as shown in the current plans.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1386 Eric Ravet

9/23/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1387 Eric Tweedt
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As a local Austin resident, I think this is a welcome and much needed proposal. As a whole, I support this
project, but I would like to encourage TxDOT to carefully consider the people who would be displaced by this
project, and treat them fairly.

See response to comment #7.
See response to comment #160.
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Your plan is awful. Like y'all are still looking at the world from the POV of the 60's or 70's. Two or three large
groups with a real modern vision have come up with plans that are FAR more appropriate than this, plans that
have the buy-in of Austinites that will have to live with whatever y'all do to us. There is NO city the size of
Austin that rams all this traffic right through the middle of it. There's a route around now that y'all created.
Instead of screwing Austin yet again, get through traffic to use the other highway.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #30.
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1388 Eric Vormelker

9/22/2021 Virtual
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Form

This plan, while it gets rid of the upper deck that split Austin in two, actually cuts the wound deeper and
wider, destroying hundreds of businesses and homes.
There is more than enough data to show that bigger, wider roads only produce yet more congestion. Austin
has become totally unaffordable. Forcing lower and middle-class employees to sit even longer in traffic would
be inhumane.
25 years ago, developers put forward a common (at the time) strip-mall plan to develop the triangle of open
State land between Lamar, West Guadalupe and 45th Street. Neighbors worked hard to kill that plan and,
finally, the developers came around to what the neighbors wanted: mixed use. The Triangle is now a
neighborhood hub, a center that the State is actually building up around with the North Austin Campus. It was
a visionary development, the first in Austin, leading the way to what has now become the norm.
Listen to the us. We are not just NIMBYs here, not wanting this plan because it wrecks our businesses. We
don't want your plan because we have better ones, ones that will not only save our own businesses and
homes, but that will improve transportation in Austin, improve the quality of life, and actually INCREASE the
tax base. Visionary plans that aren't even really that visionary -- plans like these have already been done in
multiple cities around the US, and they've proven to be very successful.
You know what those plans are. Score them. Give them a fair review. Then pick one of them.
Don't force your backward-looking, Climate Change ignorant plan on Austin.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

The following is so well-written, I'm inclined to keep it all. My addition is at the bottom.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
More than 20 years ago, the State decided to develop the Triangle. Their chosen developer presented a bland,
generic strip mall. The neighbors, with a lot of effort, convinced the developer to do something visionary for
Austin. The neighbors won, and the Triangle was built, the first of its kind, leading the way toward what is now
common, a mixed use development, and still (in my opinion) the best in town because of the public courtyard.
Austin and its citizens have shown that we can be visionaries, can lead the State into the future that will
actually come into being. TxDOT must not force either of their plans on us, but look toward the future,
following something built on the plans put forward by community proposals.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1391 Eric Wise

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1392 Erica Bonilla

9/2/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please do not add more lanes to I-35. We need major investment in shared transportation such as a rail
system through South and East Austin and better bus routes. We do not need more lanes on our most
congested highway. Please focus on reducing congestion and making our public transit easier to use and more
widely available.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
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1393 Erica Davies

9/23/2021 Email

Please proceed with the Reconnect Austin or Reimainge35, these are the best options for our wonderful city.
Widening 35 and further dividing Austin would be disastrous.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #6.

1394 Erica Flores

9/21/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1395 Erica McCormick

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1396 Erica Prenga

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I do not want I-35 to be extended/widened or to have HOV lanes installed. The Department of Transportation
should prioritize the community’s proposed plans to turn I-35 into a boulevard or to bury it.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.

Widening highways does not solve traffic woes. We need to increase alternate forms of transportation such as
biking, walking, and taking trains. The plan to expand I-35 makes the area dangerous for residents and visitors
to the downtown corridor by increasing exposure to pollution, exposure to fast moving cars, and
disincentivizing walking or biking. Downtown Austin is also a popular tourist destination in part because it is
walkable from downtown to residential areas on the other side of the current highway. Expansion will no
doubt negatively impact businesses in commercial districts on either side of the highway by making the area
unattractive, loud, and dangerous to pedestrians. No amount of pedestrian bridges would rectify this damage.

1397 Erica Steverson

9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

TxDOT must NOT expand I-35 and should instead embrace community proposals for a walkable and beautiful
solution to I-35’s shortcomings. The community proposals will improve the health of residents and the
economic returns for business owners, leading to a continuously thriving city.
I-35 history of dividing black communities should be recognized. It was a bad plan then and it is a bad plan to
expand it today. Please build more car alternatives, like more bike lanes, more sidewalks that actually takes
you to destination like grocery stores, drug stores, shaded over paths from the sun and fresh water!!!

See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #1427.
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I do not support any major widthwise expansion of I-35. As your own reps conceded, the plans in place would
not alleviate wait times on I-35. I would rather the highway be capped with a green space that connects East
and West together. As a bike commuter and voter, I am displeased by how difficult it is to cross I-35 at any
point between Rundberg to Oltorf. 41st through 45th to Airport is a perfect example of an unsafe, blighted
highway crossing. Please focus on removing the walking/non-vehicular commuting barriers that I-35 currently
has b. Build up or below for additional lanes. And pay for it, TXDOT

In coordination with the City of Austin, TxDOT is evaluating
potential locations to accommodate caps, or deck plazas, that
were recommended for design as green spaces within Central
Austin. These include areas from 12th Street to 11th Street,
8th Street to 6th Street and 4th Street to Cesar Chavez Street.
An enhanced cap area at Dean Keeton Street near The
University of Texas is also being considered.
The City of Austin can implement cap-and-stitch development,
funding and implementation within the Capital Express Central
project. If outside funding is committed, TxDOT’s proposed
improvements will include the infrastructure to support the
city’s cap-and-stitch plan. Working together with the
community, our agencies can bring improvements to enhance
connectivity within our city. Similar projects across Texas were
funded through local partnerships, such as the Klyde Warren
Park in Dallas
Enhanced, continuous bicycle and pedestrian paths in both
directions along I-35 are included in the proposed build
alternatives. Additional improvements include: 16.6 miles of
shared-use paths in construction or design, 13 connections to
the urban trail network and bicycle network, and more than 28
intersections that contain bypass lanes to reduce through
traffic and create safer areas for people walking, biking, or
otherwise not in vehicles.
Further, based on input from community groups, including
Downtown Austin Alliance, Reconnect Austin, and Rethink35,
each east-west crossing within the project area has been
enhanced to include wider bridge structures with 30 feet of
combined shared-use path and buffer between bicyclists and
pedestrians and vehicles for a safer, more user-friendly
experience. Among the recent design changes included in the
build alternatives are several new bicycle-pedestrian-only
crossings throughout the corridor.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1400 Erik Kang

9/7/2021

1401 Erik Schmitt

9/9/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I’d like to see more effort around bypassing the city with an outer belt, as opposed to increasing a road that is
problematic to begin with.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

546

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1402 Erika Haren

9/24/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1403 Erin Autin

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I do not support adding lanes to I-35 as it will only increase traffic congestion and further divide east and west See response to comment #6.
Austin. Please consider projects that will make the city more bike and pedestrian friendly and increase the
See response to comment #8.
quality of life in our community. I support Rethink 35’s vision for a boulevard, which has been proven
See response to comment #33.
successful in other cities and could improve mobility in Austin.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1405 Erin Defosse

9/21/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #15.

I am a resident of Austin since 1988 and a current neighbor to I-35 in Central Austin. I am writing today in
opposition of the current TxDOT plan for the I-35 expansion and asking you to pause the timeline until there
are more conceptual design illustrations, cost opinions and schedules for thoughtful solutions.
I support a tunneled "turnpike" under the current I-35 for the increased capacity of eight lanes. This could be
from north of 183 to south of Ben White. This option removes the need for right-of-way acquisition, further
reducing overall project costs and extended legal battles. This option, with the exception of the entrance and
exit areas, will leave the existing I-35 intact with very little disruption to the highway during construction and
provides better options for future capacity needs as more tunnels can be dug adjacent or under the expansion
ones. Tunneling also gives the opportunity of multiple launch points to achieve an accelerated completion.
Trucks should be pushed to SH 130 to relieve capacity.
Austin should be a national leader in sustainability, promoting this option to protect our air quality, reduce
noise and light pollution, and ultimately eliminating a physical barrier that has separated our East and West
Austin communities for decades.
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As a proud parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. A
narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our daycare, Escuelita del Alma,
from needless destruction.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

These plans will destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality childcare, and a treasured
Austin institution will be lost. There are other options, including moving traffic to SH130 and better design
options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational opportunity to reconnect our communities,
not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places and one of the FEW Spanish immersion daycares in Austin.

1407 Erin Mayes

9/10/2021 Email

I do not support this project moving forward as currently designed.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

I have lived a few blocks away from the highway for the past 20 years, and I can verify that it gets louder and
generates more pollution every year. I have heard many alternative plans to make a better traffic pattern in
the city, and this most recent proposal to make the highway even bigger and a wider divisive gulf through our
lovely city is not a solution that benefits the future of Austin. We don't want to become another Houston or
Dallas. Surely we can be smarter, better, and more ecologically sound.
TxDOT has ignored their commitment to keep 1-35 no wider or higher. Please hold them accountable and
figure out a better solution that works for ALL of Austin — not just taking the easy/cheapest path. We are
woefully behind in useful mass transportation as growing city, and paving over a bunch of it to make way for
more cars just isn't the answer.
Please reconsider.

1408 Erin Mazzei

9/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1409 Erin McClelland

9/9/2021
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Please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans,
goals, and values.
Widening or stacking more highways in Austin won’t actually fix Austin’s traffic problems. There are plenty of
examples in the state and country for how well this doesn’t work, like Houston’s miserable mega highways or
DFW’s still packed roads. Have some vision and courage for once with more dedicated transportation options
than just cars: you’d destroy less buildings, have less traffic, and people like me nearby would be a lot more
likely to make it in to Austin for the day without having to be miserable on 35 and fight for expensive parking.
The commute is the number one reason I don’t live in Austin today and I can’t see that changing with any of
these new plans.
TxDOT has completely abandoned its commitment to make IH-35 "no wider and no higher" its plans. After
making that promise, it has only offered options that go much wider and higher in places. Community
alternatives were written off as "too expensive," and TTI only reviewed them after TxDOT had taken them out
of contention. Given that they never received adequate consideration, TxDOT should reconsider the ideas and
endeavor to produce another design alternative that truly is no wider and no higher.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #6.
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No build is a better option than either of the design options TxDOT has presented.

1410 Erin Mcelroy

9/10/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1411 Erin Shook

9/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1412 Erin Sreenivasan

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am a resident of the Cherrywood neighborhood, and a long-time Austin resident in general. I do not support
any expansion of IH-35 through the city of Austin's center. Not only would my quality of life suffer as a result
of this proposed construction, but the livelihoods and safety of my neighbors would also suffer. Evidence has
repeatedly shown that expanding highways by widening or adding lanes does not address the underlying
issues causing traffic and congestion. I want to see more public transit development in Austin, as well as
initiatives to reduce reliance on cars for transportation. Putting people first means getting as many cars off
the roads as possible. Pedestrian safety can only be harmed by the proposed highway expansion. Please
consider my input as heartfelt and earnest, rooted in the belief that this beautiful city needs literally anything
other than a bigger central highway. Thank you.
As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #1996

See response to comment #6.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.
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I cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.

1413 Erin Summerville

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

“As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options,including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

1414 Erin Tassoulas

9/10/2021 Email

We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.”
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27, 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1416 Esmaeil Khaksari

9/18/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I reside in the Cherrywood area and address my comments to the expansion proposed in Central Austin
between Dean Keaton Blvd and Wilshire Blvd. Please don't use the same short-term, cheapest design concept:
the creation of more lanes without concern for a sustainable environment.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #614.
See response to comment #1996.

In hoping that TxDOT will be innovative and committed to neighborhood preservation and environmental
concerns, I urge TxDOT to:
-Design the expansion to allow for future development of the cap and stitch strategy options supported by
the City of Austin, Travis County, Downtown Austin Alliance Reconnect Austin and others. This includes the
use of cantilevered lanes and minimizing the right of way encroachment on the neighborhood.
-Enlarge East-West passage way over the 32nd St. and 38th St bridges. A large number of apartment
complexes have recently been built on the west side of I35 between 32nd St. and 38th St. Obviously, this will
increase the amount of traffic going East-West. Current road designs will not allow for efficient moving of
traffic. (See bullet below.)
-Minimize INTERSECTION CONGESTION. Long waits at a light only increases driver frustration (ie road rage)
and encourages red-light running. Additional lanes and turn options should be incorporated to allow the
maximum number of cars to pass through the intersection.
-Incorporate sound barriers to protect the neighborhood.
While I don’t believe my efforts will result in any changes to TxDOT’s planned expansion, I do hope that
someone with influence within TxDOT has a similar opinion as mine and can effectuate the changes.
Regards,
Esther Hajdar

1418 Estrella Juarez

9/24/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
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1419 Ethan Plevak

9/9/2021
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3001 Lafayette Ave.
I think the expansion of I35 to 20 lanes is a bit ridiculous when our PUBLIC transportation is already so lacking
in this city. This expansion would not only be costly but be detrimental to the city. It will further segregate the
east and west side of the city and amplify wealth and resource disparities in the city, something that has been
studied and remarked upon in depth due to the blatantly racist city plans of the past,notably the plan in 1929.
To ignore the issues this old plan caused and exacerbate the already existing problems with this expansion is
irresponsible. It will force the rehousing of hundreds of residents in a city that already has a housing crisis. The
cost of fast construction for new housing means they will be cheaply built and at higher prices than they
should be. It helps no one but instead forces out established residents.
Please do not add lanes to I-35. This will only make traffic worse and waste money. Burying and capping the
freeway is the best option. If you truly want to connect Austin, this is the ideal option.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #685.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.
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1420 Ethan Plevak
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Hello,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1421 Ethan Tenison

9/21/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1422 Etienne Denis
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1423 Eugene Sepulveda

9/21/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
I am an Austinite and oppose the current TxDOT plan for the I-35 expansion. It is a 1950s solution to a 21st
Century problem. We need to bury the highway from Airport Blvd through Lady Bird Lake and avoid
condemning businesses and housing along the corridor, instead using smarter design and better utilization of
SH -130 to relieve congestion.
Please send your TxDOT engineers back to the drawing board.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.

From its inception I-35 has been an intrusive barrier dividing our city. TxDOT is now proposing to exacerbate
the damage by widening it. They have made this proposal without soliciting any meaningful input from our
community as to alternative approaches (and apparently after promising as recently as 2020 that it would not
in fact be widened).
TxDOT by its nature probably approaches every problem with a solution of building more road capacity,
because that's more or less their mission. But Austin is our city, and it is on us to ensure that the I-35 project is
approached in such a way as to heal the harm it has caused and continues to cause, rather than expanding it.
We can no longer pretend that climate change isn't happening; and increased freeway capacity will not help
address that existential problem. Increased freeway capacity will more likely induce further damage in the
form of more demand and more sprawl.
We should be looking at thoughtful alternate approaches, such as those from Reconnect Austin, Rethink35,
and the Urban Land Institute, in the hopes of finding a more elegant and equitable solution for everyone.
As part of that, we should also be thinking about ways to divert through-traffic from running directly through
the center of Austin to start with.
State Highway 130, which was constructed between 2003 and 2012, and runs from Seguin in the south to
Georgetown in the north, was built at least in part to alleviate traffic congestion caused by through-traffic on
I-35. But what happened with that? It was built but it seems to have virtually no traffic, apparently due to the
high tolls charged on it, especially for freight traffic. Couldn't we alleviate a lot of congestion on I-35 in Austin
by incentivizing freight and other through-traffic to use 130 instead, by improving signage and linkages
between it and I-35, and perhaps even eliminating those tolls altogether? It certainly doesn't seem to make
any sense to assess heavy tolls on freight traffic that bypasses the city center, while giving a free pass to that
going directly through the heart of it. Couldn't part of I-35 even be re-mapped onto 130?
How much would something like that cost and what level of disruption would it entail, relative to the cost and
disruption of widening I-35 though the core of Austin? The current proposals from TxDOT involve significant
costs and significant harm, including seizing 32 acres of land, destroying more than 140 local homes and
businesses, and subjecting all of us to many years and possibly even decades of upheaval and INCREASED
CONGESTION caused by the construction.
TxDOT’s two remaining proposals are nearly identical. We need meaningful alternative proposals that address
community needs and longer-term considerations. All alternatives should be independently studied and
compared, and should address climate change, alternative transportation modes, racial injustice, safety, air
quality, noise, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance
with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

We don't believe this is a sustainable solution to our current city congestion. I write to oppose the Texas
Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central
project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1426 Eugenio De Hoyos

9/13/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
Please consider community oriented alternatives including those proposed by the Downtown Alliance and
other local organizations. I bike a lot across downtown, and crossing I-35 is already bad enough. The proposed
expansion will make it worse. We want a more unified and inclusive Austin. The TxDOT's plans are solely
utilitarian and completely ignore the wishes of local resident tax payers.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.
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1427 Eugenio De Hoyos
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The current crosswalk on 4th Street is better than Alternatives 3 and 2. The proposals will further divide the
communities on both sides. Please consider a wider crosswalk with trees and emphasis on aesthetics and
community.

TxDOT is improving east-west connectivity by rebuilding cross
street bridges for wider, safer bicycle and pedestrian crossings.
These proposed crossings include:
• 30 feet of combined shared-use paths and buffers between
the road and the paths
• A street and shared-use path connection at 5th street
• New east-west bicycle-pedestrian crossings between US 290
East and 51st Street, at both Red Line crossings at Airport
Boulevard and 4th Street, and other potential locations
Each alternative was evaluated on its ability to provide
enhanced vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian east-west crossings
along the I-35 Capital Express Central project limits, as well as
its ability to accommodate Capital Metro’s Project Connect
proposed light rail system at east-west crossings.
TxDOT, in coordination with the City of Austin, is evaluating
multiple deck cap areas that were recommended as potential
green spaces within the urban core of Austin. The deck plazas
will also improve east-west connectivity. The locations were
recommended from 12th Street to 11th Street, 8th Street to
6th Street and 4th Street to Cesar Chavez Street as well as an
enhanced cap area at Dean Keeton Street near The University
of Texas.
TxDOT is evaluating multimodal enhancements to east-west
crossings including wider and more accessible cross streets at
multiple locations. TxDOT is also coordinating with the City of
Austin to tie into the city street network as well as the Butler
Hike and Bike Trail at Lady Bird Lake for continuity of bicycle
and pedestrian accommodations.

1428 Eva Lorini

9/13/2021 Virtual
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TxDOT's plan is reckless, profligate, out-of-control, and harmful. I am both baffled and outraged at their
proposal given how harmful it will be both to the environment and local businesses, as well as the public
opposition which they seem to be ignoring and dismissing.

To celebrate Austin’s cultural and community diversity, TxDOT
is launching, Live35, an aesthetic design program in
partnership with the City of Austin for the I-35 Capital Express
Central project. The goal is to gain community input to help
identify design elements that create an I-35 with cross streets
and east-west connections that resonate with Austinites. This
will improve east-west connectivity and enhance bridges and
intersections to reflect the Austin community. TxDOT will also
work with the community to develop materials and gather
feedback on outreach and engagement strategies.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
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Please build a loop around the city that connects traffic so you can AVOID IH35. This is the only major
metropolitan area that doesn't have a belt way. Many cities have multiple belt ways (or loops) so that you
can connect to major roads without driving going through the whole city. It is possible, Dallas, San Antonio,
Houston etc. have ALL done this well, why exactly can't Austin manage this?

See response to comment #19.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.
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I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1431 Evan Bell

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The current TxDOT plan is not good for Austin and does not compliment the goals of Project Connect and
social equity.

See response to comment #15.

I support Reconnect Austin's plan to put I35 in a tunnel. https://reconnectaustin.com/
This would turn existing right of way into a boulevard with businesses that will increase Austin's tax base.
Reconnect is a more expensive plan but it has better long term for the city.
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The two plans that are moving to the next stage are functionally identical for three community. They are
exactly the opposite of what the community demands and present no opportunities for business and
community development for the impacted communities. These two plans are unacceptable.

At the August 2021 public meeting, TxDOT announced that two
of the three proposed build alternatives (Alternative 2 and 3),
along with the no-build alternative, would be carried forward
for further evaluation in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. Since that time, TxDOT has reviewed community
feedback and worked with community leaders and
organizations to make additional refinements to both
Alternative 2 and Alternative 3. The result of that work was
released in January 2022, with the announcement of a
Modified Alternative 3, which incorporates many of the design
features requested by the community.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

Both Alternative 2 and Modified Alternative 3 include
operational and safety enhancements that would reconstruct
ramps, bridges and intersections; improve frontage roads;
enhance bicycle and pedestrian crossings, accommodate
transit routes and accommodate the construction of caps, or
deck plazas. The most significant difference between the two is
the shifting of the frontage road in Modified Alternative 3 from
the east side of the interstate to the west side to create an
urban boulevard from Cesar Chavez St. to Martin Luther King
Jr. Blvd. Other distinguishing features include the number of
bicycle-pedestrian crossings proposed in Modified Alternative
3, as well as the innovative intersection at East Riverside Drive
and the removal of the previously proposed flyover at US 290
East.
See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
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Hi there, I am writing to express my opinion on the I-35 expansion project. While I am aware that I-35 is an
important thoroughfare in Texas, going through Downtown Austin is not good for the city, especially the
state's capital. If Texas is all about small government like it claims to be, then this is not a good example of it,
this is more like authoritarianism. Through traffic can easily be diverted to Highways 130 and 183, which are
certainly capable of handling it, and expansions to those won't harm the integral parts of the City like I-35
would.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Do not expand I-35 in Austin. The expansion will destroy local businesses that have benefited Austin residents
for years, as well as disturbing residents by putting a highway right in their backyards.

I would like to encourage you to reopen alternative 1 and especially to incorporate more of the community
ideas. Widening the highway is unacceptable for the community. The goal should be to narrow as much as
possible, bury as much as possible, and cap as much as possible to reconnect East Austin with the rest of the
city and create valuable and vibrant spaces. Continuing to widen the highway will only push more drivers onto
it, and continue to serve as an obstacle to economically and environmentally sustainable transportation
options.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #271.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1439 Evan Waring

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1441 Ezra Loh

9/20/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

1442 Fabienne Rambaud
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
This widening of IH35 is going to create a huge barrier between east and west Austin and only alleviate traffic
for a few years. Congestion will come back within 10 years. I suggest to divert through traffic to the toll road
130 for free. Especially 18-wheelers that should not be coming through downtown to go to San Antonio or
Dallas. 18-wheelers use IH-35 through downtown only because it’s free and 130 is a toll.
I am 100% against widening IH-35 through downtown. Spend more time finding a better solution like
tunneling and parks at the surface. There has to be a better way.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1444 Fay Heighway

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values and please make use of existing resources Tx-130, and 183 for example, to route
traffic around Austin, no through it
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1445 Faye Rozmaryn

Entry
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9/22/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1446 Federico Carrillo

9/20/2021 Email

1447 Felicia Ford

9/20/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1448 Felicity Maxwell

9/7/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. Those alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of
life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
local goals.

1449 Felicity Maxwell

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central Texas.
TxDOT's current plans for I-35 will widen the divide between east and west Austin, entice more sprawl, make
Austin less walkable, consume 32 acres and 142 properties and according to TxDOT standards *won't* help
congestion. This is not an improvement, its destructive, divisive, and wasteful. Better options that can win
community support should be presented before this project goes forward.

See response to comment #160.
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1450 Felipe Correa
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

1451 Felix Pacheco

9/9/2021

Email

It is incredibly disturbing as a resident of the East Side that a plan to expand I-35 is even on the table. For
many years I-35 has separated the community into two parts and become the biggest source of pollution in
Austin. Clearly, in this day in age, we should be able to see beyond our noses and understand that this project
would have a tremendous negative effect on Austin, its communities, and its people. It is critically important
that we look at all options on the table and make sure that whatever project is selected benefits Austinites
and not the semis on I-35. Any city project that does not take into consideration the quality of life of its
residents should not and cannot be considered a reasonable investment.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1452 Fenn Ratcliffe

1453 Fernando Luiz

8/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Can the use of roundabouts please be considered at the “stitch” points?Especially at I35 and airport
boulevard. The one on the west side of I35 at 51st is a perfect example. They work extremely well in other
parts of the world. Public service announcements can help educate citizens about how to safely navigate
them. Thank you for your consideration.
You guys are completely out of touch with the reality of the world. We desperately need better transit, better
bike lanes and better sidewalks, and you are stuck on the 1950s trying to increase space for a mode of
transportation of the last century. Wake up and get rid of your oil dependency. It is killing us. NO TO I35
EXPANSION

Comment noted.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
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Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Email

Once infrastructure is put in place, it constrains the experiences of individuals and communities far beyond
their transportation and commuting experiences. I am concerned that such experiences have not been
adequately collected, let alone integrated, into the project plan as it seems to be mostly focused on transit.
Adding lanes at the ground level to I-35 does not contribute to the quality of life of Austinites beyond meager
benefits in reduced commute times.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

I am against the widening of I-35.
I’m an architect and urban designer and if there’s one thing we all know is that adding lanes will do nothing to
decrease traffic. If anything it will encourage more people to drive which will then increase traffic even more.
We need to upgrade the infrastructure and roads we currently have and aim to further develop public
transportation.
Widening I-35 is the next step to turning Austin into another traffic nightmare city like LA.
Please please don’t do this to our community.
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1456 Frances Ozaki
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9/16/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Please read this letter in it's entirwty - it is not a copy and paste letter to you, but very personal, from me as a
native Austinite.
I am writing you to let you know that I oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent
proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
I was born and raised in Austin - first in Tarrytown, then we moved out to Westlake. After I turned 16 and got
my driver's license, I remember my mom telling me never to drive on I-35 and not to go east of I-35. I didn't
understand why then, but now I live on the east side of I-35 and now I understand that she said this because I35 was a huge project originally intended to segregate our beautiful city - and it succeeded. We shouldn't
expand upon this terrible act by making I-35 bigger, but instead redesign I-35 so it brings the city back
together.
The highway should go underground in tunnels (with fast lanes that bypass any exits until well into North
Austin for the interstate traffic, and other lanes for more local traffic trying to get to their homes or work or
shopping). We can rid the neighborhoods that line the noisy, asthma-causing roadway by putting it
underground and we can build parks and other public areas that will beautify and heal that section of our city.
Have you ever noticed how the east side of town is full of cables and concrete? But head west and you have
trees and greenery and public spaces that don't scream of a forced past that steered certain people to certain
areas. I-35 needs to be buried and the area needs to be revitalized for the benefit of its residents.
My 3 year old son has asthma and I worry that living so close to the highway as we do now will contribute to
this disease and make it worse. I already have to give him medication by nebulizer daily. Putting the highway
underground and installing air scrubbing systems would go an incredible distance toward alleviating my and
every other parents worries about life near a major roadway.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1458 Francine Friedman
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I strongly disagree with plans to expand I-35. The interstate and non-local traffic should be routed outside of
the city via 130. Ideally, an underground tunnel should be built below the existing highway connecting south
Austin to North Austin to route traffic that doesn't need to exit the highway anywhere in the central areas. Do
NOT expand I-35 unless you want to make it even more of a mess and exacerbate health problems (especially
asthma) for those of us that happen to live anywhere near the highway - which happens to be a LOT of
people. Listen to us when we say this plan is BAD.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.

Based on other highway expansion projects I’ve witnessed, these plans can be more detrimental than
beneficial to the communities that surround them. Rather than continue to divide our city and waste taxpayer
dollars on an expansion that will likely do more harm than good, I urge you all to consider more thoughtfully
designed alternatives that center the wants and needs of our most vulnerable and marginalized communities.
This next chapter for Austin and Central Texas should be about decreasing our dependence on cars and
improving outcomes with accessible mobility for all.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
1459 Francis

9/24/2021 Email

Very much objection for TxDOT to take land from property owners by side of HWY35!!!

See response to comment #160.

1460 Francis Reilly

9/9/2021

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Email

I oppose TxDOT’s proposal to widen IH-35 as part of the IH-35 Capital Express Central project.
Widening IH-35 will mean destroying more than 140 local homes and businesses, as well as further cementing
the barrier between east and west Austin and the numerous environmental justice and equity issues that go
along with an expansion.
TxDOT must follow the legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to seriously
consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial
injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with
City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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1461 Francis Russell
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1462 Francoise Luca

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Thank you for taking great care and time in the outreach process - as well as developing all the possible plans.

See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #2370.

A few observations:
- Thru City traffic should not be co-mingled with daily commuter traffic. So, solutions that separate these
would be my preference.
-So glad to see the East /West traffic alternatives. This town lack good East-West transit corridors.
-Please proceed without Project Connect participation. That will be a boondoggle project and we should not
impede progress waiting for "that pig to fly".
-Widening IH35 must happen, and I appreciate the professionalism and thoughtful urban design.
Thank you!
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1463 Frani O'Toole
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1464 Frank Boosman

9/1/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1465 Frank Gordon

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
These plans, as presented, do not include any measurable outcomes for improvements to the community,
cultural, social justice, and environmental health of neighborhoods adjacent to I-35. I strongly urge TxDOT to
broaden the Purpose and Need to include community, cultural, social justice, and environmental health.
Specifically, I call on TxDOT to 1) determine, publish, and refer to the net effects of each possible design
alternative in terms of ecosystem services (in dollars) and public health (in QALYs gained or lost); and 2) use
these determinations to guide the development of alternative designs that optimize for these effects (as
opposed to relying on traffic throughput as the primary or only determinant of the usefulness of a design).
I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion
of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #65.

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the strong options that are on the table for expansion. It is important to move forward with one
of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through downtown can occur and keep Austin
moving.
This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.
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1466 Frank Krenek
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

1467 Frank Netscher

9/14/2021 Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
It is already wildly unaffordable to live in Austin. By reducing housing capacity in my neighborhood, you are
going to make it even more unaffordable, by driving up our housing costs and property taxes.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.

You'll also be eliminating several restaurants, schools, and other cultural businesses in Austin that cater to our
immigrant populations.

1468 Frank Netscher

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Finally, this won't even solve the problem. We know that induced demand exists for highways, we have seen
Houston expand its freeways and watched traffic get worse. You should be investing this money in rethinking
our freeway system, improving existing infrastructure, and investing in a way that serves mass public
transportation.
It is already wildly unaffordable to live in Austin. By reducing housing capacity in my neighborhood, you are
going to make it even more unaffordable, by driving up our housing costs and property taxes.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.

You'll also be eliminating several restaurants, schools, and other cultural businesses in Austin that cater to our
immigrant populations.

1469 Fraser Mince

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Finally, this won't even solve the problem. We know that induced demand exists for highways, we have seen
Houston expand its freeways and watched traffic get worse. You should be investing this money in rethinking
our freeway system, improving existing infrastructure, and investing in a way that serves mass public
transportation.
Adding lanes to I35 is not what need here in Austin. Not only would this require displacing people from their
homes it would make traffic worse due to induced demand. We need solutions that orient around public
transit and pedestrians and restore east west avenues. I prefer the Boulevard approach proposed by
Rethink35. I think the best option would be to route I35 around Austin and remove the highway that has
historically segregated our city.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1471 Fred Richardson

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

HELL NO!
1472 Frederick Simon

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Please consider this letter my opposition to TxDOT’s recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital
Express Central project.
Many residents and local business owners have planted their roots in these areas that will be replaced with
wider and more traffic lanes. These impacts to these lives should be considered as the backbone of the
community. Our house is only 4 blocks from I35 and we will have to sell our home before any construction
starts to relocate for our children.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
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independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1473 G. Angelika RoquinaGritzka

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1475 G.M. Ornopia

1476 Gabriel Borg

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/18/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Making I-35 wider and displacing residents and businesses will only add to Austin's long history of inequity.
We need to invest money in improved public transit, not wider highways. Decreasing car dependency will
improve the lives of Austinites. A wider I-35 will only increase the amount of traffic we will face as our
population grows. Invest in bus only lanes throughout the I-35 corridor and more people will take the bus.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1477 Gabriel Ransenberg

9/1/2021

1478 Gabriel Rojas

9/9/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
Email

The citizens of Austin do not want more I-35 lanes through our city. We do not want over 150 businesses and
residences to be displaced for a project that will not even help with traffic congestion. If you want to help
with mobility then invest in public transportation, not more highway lanes.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1480 Gabriel Rojas

9/24/2021 Email

1481 Gabriela Avalos

9/15/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
We need an all of the above approach with traffic planning. When I was a student in Master's level courses in
Urban Planning at UT over 20 years ago, we already knew highway planning as it currently stood was woefully
inadequate to stay ahead of congestion. This agency is still making the same mistakes today? I'm curious who
is making these plans, engineers or urban planners? Engineers know little to nothing about how to make an
integrated transportation system work yet they are the district representatives for TxDOT across the state.
This agency needs a wholesale transformation before spending any more hard earned tax dollars on
throwaway highway projects that only serve to induce demand, worsen air quality and quality of life, and
increase congestion.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1482 Gabriela Lazalde

9/14/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #614.

I am a public health professional and PhD student who recently moved to Austin. Like thousands of other new
Austinites, I last lived in from Los Angeles, another vibrant young, diverse, and unfortunately, auto dependent
city. Within my parents’ and my own lifetime, a lot of the supposedly undesirable and preventable sprawl of
my hometown was generated or further entrenched with projects like this. As a third generation Angeleña, I
saw first hand the damage that highway expansion projects had on families living nearest to these projects.
My grandfather died of an aggressive cancer related to his time as a roadway and bridge construction worker
for the state of California. My grandmother died nearly 10 years later, and frequently commented on how
road noise and traffic seemed to increasingly encroach on her home, causing her stress and anxiety during the
last part of her life. The home they lived in for 30+ years was seized by the state of CA as part of an eminent
domain process for highway expansion, devastating my family and destroying an opportunity for maintaining
precarious generational wealth.
The social, health, and environmental problems caused by auto dependency and urban sprawl cannot be
solved by this project. Please consider alternative solutions which will protect vulnerable homes and
businesses.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1484 Gabriella Soza

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Induced demand never solves congestion. Expanding other forms of transportation is the only solution. At a
time when our planet is literally catching fire because of our transportation and fuel choices, you with your
vote, and we must make the choice to take the road less traveled.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1486 Gabrielle Rodriguez

9/21/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1488 Gaby Libretti

1489 Gage Harris
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Comment
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am concerned about the proposed changes to IH-35 destroying businesses and property in Central Austin.

See response to comment #15.

I welcome any changes that would improve traffic flow and incorporated protected pedestrian walkways and
routes for bikers - I think more these spaces would be critical. I recommended that they also be roofed to give
shade in the summer and protected from rainfall.
I also support flattening the roadway to be more of a boulevard in order to change IH-35 from an intrusive
structure that divides the city. I do think tunneling would be better, however, than making the highway wider
and destroying businesses.
Buying toll road Texas 130, make it free and then direct all through traffic around Austin. This would help ease
traffic since most truckers prefer to take their chances of sitting in traffic rather than pay $31.40 in tolls to
drive the 40 miles of toll road to bypass Austin.

See response to comment #19.
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I oppose TxDOT’s current process and plans. TxDOT’s proposed Alternatives 2 and 3 – which are practically
identical – should not be represented in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement unless they are
substantially revised.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #271.

TxDOT’s current process doesn’t provide for meaningful stakeholder engagement; it must be revised to do so.
Alternative 1, which limits expansion of the right-of-way, has been removed from study before the public
could even comment on it. This is inexplicable, and defies compliance with the spirit of the NEPA process.
TxDOT’s proposed alternatives represent a significantly expanded IH-35 that will inflict substantial harm on
central Austin neighborhoods, worsen the east-west divide, and contribute to global climate change, even as
the UN warned this week that we need “decisive action now to avert climate catastrophe.”
The expansion represented in Alternatives 2 and 3 will increase vehicle trips through the center of Austin-increasing emissions, degrading air quality, exacerbating human health conditions such as asthma, and
ignoring Austin’s Community Climate Plan target of net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. They will also
negatively impact park land by increasing the impervious cover over Lady Bird Lake and The Roy and Ann
Butler Hike and Bike Trail.
This expansion will result in up to 142 displacements--more than a third of which are minority or low-income
owned – and consume up to 32 acres of central Austin. It will increase pedestrian crossing distances and,
worse, not provide any new crossings outside of downtown that would connect communities, improve
accessibility, and allow safe crossings where people need them.
Neither alternative protects pedestrians and bicyclists from vehicles. Moreover, they include frontage roads
up to four lanes wide, which encourages higher speeds and the potential for more crashes. Frontage roads
should behave like part of the city street grid, and be appropriately designed to be attractive, walkable, safe
places. The alternatives show raised and tunneled crossings that impair accessibility, lengthen walking
distances, and create indefensible and unattractive places that treat pedestrians and bicyclists as second-class
citizens.
Overwhelmingly, TxDOT’s plans show a lack of understanding of the urban character of neighborhoods in the
Central Segment. The alternatives include designs, such as at Airport Boulevard, that are openly hostile to
pedestrians and inappropriate for use in urban areas. Instead, the innovative thinking of cantilevering
frontage roads, utilizing the boulevard configuration, providing for lid or “cap” opportunities, and fully
lowering main lanes and managed lanes should be employed throughout the entire Central Segment.
This investment in the redesign of IH-35 is a once in a lifetime opportunity to get this significant infrastructure
right: improve the lives of central Texas residents, protect their health and safety, and protect the
environment. State Highway 130 was constructed to divert highway traffic from downtown Austin. Let’s
actively promote that alternative, while investing in a reimagined IH-35, including removing the upper deck,
and moving forward with an effective community engagement process – including responding to the many
legitimate concerns documented in this environmental process. to ensure that this project improves safety,
accessibility, and health of our communities and people who live and work along IH-35.
Gail Vittori – gvittori@cmpbs.org
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All 3 designs by Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), with now the first one dropped, envision
expanding the lanes of I35 in the Austin area. In this era of dire climate change underscored by the 2021
released IPCC report and many indicators around the world, your designs are outdated and contribute to
climate change by relying on individual vehicles as mode of transportation. Transportation absolutely needs
to include Mass Transit--not the carbon and air pollution, inequity, terrible use of space and obliterating
better uses of our finite city spaces, noise directly baked in to the regressive TxDOT designs that are heedless
of improving conditions for our Texas citizens.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #273.

I call on the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) to fully consider the Reconnect Austin, Rethink35,
cap and stitch design, and other community alternatives, not just a highway expansion, for I-35 through
Austin.
Highway expansions do NOT ease congestion, they only encourage more people to drive
You want to see a wide range of design options for I-35 - including Reconnect Austin (burying and capping I-35
with a boulevard), Rethink35 (removing and replacing I-35 with a boulevard), cap and stitch (sinking, stitching,
and capping I-35 with community spaces) as proposed by the Urban Land Institute, and future designs arising
from the OurFuture35 coalition - receive full analysis, equal to that of a highway expansion design

1492 Garret Nick

1493 Garrett DiPasquale
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Design options should integrate the community's full range of needs, including air quality, noise, climate
change, road safety, mobility options, economic vitality, equity, and compatibility with local plans and goals
such as the Austin Strategic Mobility Plan. In closing, such design considerations in the year 2021 WOULD
NOT SUPPORT A HIGHWAY EXPANSION PROJECT!
what was the point of building the toll road around downtown if you are just going to destroy part of the city
to further widen the highway through the city? what is the current capacity of the toll road? would it be
cheaper to just make the toll road free for 18 wheelers and design I-35 for more urban use? why not just
designate the toll road as I-35 and make this the "business loop" that should be avoided if you are only
passing through?
we need creative solutions, not this smash and widen approach that you are forcing down our throats. this is
our one chance to do it right for the next 100 years and what you are proposing lacks inspiration and
foresight. the cut and cap approach would generate millions if not billions of dollars in tax revenue to offset
the cost whereas your main approach will do nothing but suck money for decades to come.
Please, for the love of all that is good and holy, turn i-35 into a blvd and motivate interstate travel to go
around Austin or at least lower it into the ground for the expansion. The Katy freeway in Houston is a perfect
example of how expanding highways always fails to lower traffic in the long run. Incentivize people to use
public or alternate means of transportation. Maintaining I-35 also continues to segregate the historically black
community in the east side of Austin from Downtown Austin and all of the economic prosperity we’d see if we
got rid of i-35 and combined the areas. Austin would flourish.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #685.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1495 Garrett Quinn

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I grew up and have lived in Austin almost all of my life. I want to see our city and local businesses brought
together, not divided and torn down. On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J.
Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and
no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full
and robust study of meaningful alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres
of land and destroying more than 140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through
Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1497 Gary Amaon

1498 Gary Bryning

9/9/2021

Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Voicemail
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I believe the No Build alternative is preferable to Alternatives 2 and 3 selected by TXDOT. Both of these
alternatives are expensive, disruptive and will not effectively address the mobility issues of Austin. If it is not
possible, to completely bury the lanes through central Austin, then I don't believe the project should be
undertaken.
Yes, my name is Gary Bryning. That's B as in boy, R-Y-N-I-N-G. Call back 512-523-8623. That's a plug in the wall
phone. It takes no text message. My comments are to do not just with the project you're talking about, but
also the entire length of the interstate highway system in the state of Texas. The interstate highway was
originally designed for interstate, not "intra" state movement of traffic, and Texas is one of the only ones
which has changed the way the highway is designed. You use it for in-TRA-state. You need to go back to the
original design of in-TER-state and eliminate a whole bunch of these on and off ramps. I live in Buda. You're
doing nothing but realigning all the frontage roads. You're making it easier to go on and off the highway,
which encourages people to use the highway to go short distances in town because they can avoid traffic
lights. GPS units, even, will tell you. If you turn on a GPS unit and you're going just a short distance to the
grocery store, it will have you pull out on the interstate to avoid the next intersection on the frontage road
where the traffic light and -- [end of message]

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #7.
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I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion
of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the strong options that are on the table for expansion. It is important to move forward with one
of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through downtown can occur and keep Austin
moving.
This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.

1500 Gary Fikes

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1501 Gary Prust
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I live very close to IH-35 and Airport Blvd. I agree with the need for expansion or another rout around the city
of Austin. Since it looks like its decided to expand within the city, I would really suggest Alternative #2 for IH35 be followed. As I read the plans, this alternative would have IH-35 completed below ground at this
intersection and would avoid a double decker. It provides more appealing access to the future rail line
stations and would also allow for great green spaces within the city. I'd also add, it will increase the value of
living in the ares with reduced noise pollution. Also, with the removal of the crossing to enter the Hancock
Center, would ask an alternative pedestrian or bike-friendly crossing be added at Wilshire/41st/Hancock
Center to allow continued access to the shopping center from across the interstate.

See response to comment #33.
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I have already voiced my support for Alternative 2 because I believe will be more visually pleasing compared
with Alternative 3, and will lead to less noise pollution from overhead. I would also ask TXDOT to consider
noise barriers in locations close to residential areas similar to those installed along MOPAC during the
highway expansion not too many years ago.

See response to comment #33.

Finally, a good number of people in my neighborhood use the underpass from the Hancock shopping area to
walk to/from the neighborhood for local errands, picking up groceries, going to the pharmacy, etc. We
discussed it with some neighbors and would ask for a shared-use overpass from the Wilshire Woods
Neighborhood to the Hancock shopping center.
I am hoping for a better approach than the one currently presented. It is as admitted a stopgap fix. I would
hope we could approach this major conduit in a less automobile-centric way. I certainly understand the
pragmatic approaches. I just would at the very least entertain alternatives.
Thank you.
Please Don’t expand I-35.
It won’t help the problems of I-35.
Please listen to the local groups that give you some very good alternatives.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and nation

Comment noted.

All I see when I look at these designs are attempts to accommodate local needs, when the actual original
purpose of an 'Interstate' is to pass mass long distance traffic to and from locations. Why is there no
alternative in creating a major bypass AROUND the entire city, as many other major cities have done a LONG
time ago to help alleviate the long distance traffic from affecting the local needs? Then possibly some of
these proposals might make more sense.
Hello,

See response to comment #19.

Why do we continue to expand roads and highways and not focus on railways and trains to move people
around?
We are making Austin a nightmare with no soul, no heart of the city anymore with these plans.
Why can’t 18 wheeler traffic be forced to use the toll roads to alleviate congestion?
Let’s do something more creative than simply add lanes that zap our downtown initiatives that we have been
working on for decades to unify and densify the city.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.

What disregard TXDOT has for downtown Austin. This is all a money game about awarding contracts and
favoring the Governor’s friends and donors.
I SUGGEST:
Reroute heavy truck traffic to SH 130 and SH 45
Invest in a rail system for the city center that can be expanded to the outer rings of the city
Do not add lanes in downtown Austin
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There has to be other solutions.

1508 Geni Dodsworth

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Before the due date of our first child in April, we spent many hours looking for quality childcare. Eventually,
we found Escuelita del Alma and fell in love with the care providers. As teachers, we cannot afford to lose
quality, consistent childcare.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The

1509 Geoff Beverly

9/15/2021 Email
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highway footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A
narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from
needless destruction.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1511 Geoffrey Snow
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
At airport and 35, please go with proposed alternative two. A raised portion only divides communities and
having a clear line of sight between east and central austin can help bring communities together. Please
include lots of green public space for people to gather. Thank you!

See response to comment #33.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I am a former resident of Houston and have spent the last year fighting against the expansion of I-45 in my
community. I am in opposition to the expansion of I-35 because I view it as part of a greater pattern and
history of urban freeway expansions in Texas that disproportionately harm low-income nonwhite populations.
In a state whose citizens already have few transportation options other than driving themselves everywhere,
expanding urban freeways is exactly the opposite of what we need. TXDOT and the various regional MPOs
need goals for reducing vehicle ownership and vehicle miles traveled - this is the only way to increase our
resiliency in the face of climate change. In order to do this these organizations should be investing heavily in
transit and pedestrian and bike rider safety projects.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1513 George Blackmore

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1514 George Cofer

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

1515 George Economos

1516 George Economos

8/14/2021 Virtual
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Comment
Form

8/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg stated just last year: “Our commitment [for I-35] is
no wider and no higher.” Now, TxDOT proposes to exacerbate an unconscionable decision made many
decades ago to use I-35 to segregate the City of Austin racially. The current surreal TxDOT proposal highlights
that agency's apparent inability and lack of intellectual capacity to plan and build modern transit systems.
Instead, they're proposing a 1950s "solution" that's just plain dumb.
Absolutely terrible options that will only worsen pollution near my home and make it impossibly
uncomfortable to cross the highway to get to my HEB on Riverside without a car.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.

I get around by bike and I don't understand why the only options presented here are a massive widening of I35. You aren't listening to the people of Austin. Shame on TxDOT.
Go back to the drawing board.
A Massive widening of I35 would make an already dangerous trip for elderly residents walking or biking from
Travis Heights to Walgreens to fill prescriptions on East Riverside even more dangerous.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #247.

It is irresponsible to force a massive addition of lanes, which will inevitably just cause more induced traffic and
pollution to my neighborhood. Please understand that there are better community led options available that
need to be incorporated into any plans for 35 through Austin.
The community would be much better served by the addition of a tunnel and capped option with a boulevard
for local traffic and pedestrians at grade level with an overall highly diminished footprint of the highway.
Please you must listen to the residents who live by this highway and we do not want your highway expansion
as proposed. Please listen to the community.
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The pedestrian and cycling options affiliated with this project are vastly insufficient over lady bird lake.

See response to comment #247.

Please make a pleasant and wide path for forms of travel other than just cars. You should focus efforts on
better serving alternate modes other than cars since your current designs effectively is just widening the road,
which is not sustainable. You should design with moving people not cars through this thoroughfare.
Also, your caps that are situated sparingly are just reclaiming lanes for more cars! Instead dedicate that space
for East west connection by pedestrians and cyclists. Use better design techniques to separate cars and other
commuters who are on bicycle. No one wants to bike right next to a massive wide highway that has cars and
trucks going 60+ mph, so please factor in some grade separation with pedestrians to make us feel safe.

1518 George Economos

9/7/2021

Email

Current designs effectively incentivize taking a car and leave no room for comfortable commuter by
pedestrians and cyclists. Micro mobility is taking off right now so you could cut down on a lot of traffic just by
creating a comfortable and wide space for ebikes and scooters to navigate along where I35 currently stands.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I'm elderly and already find I35 as a major obstruction to get to Walgreens to go to the pharmacy or to reach
HEB. The highway across I35 is poisoning our air and encourages a single commute option: traveling by car.
Take a stand to remove this highway/wall entirely, or to completely bury it and tunnel under town lake. Leave
the surface for people, transit and cyclists like me to get around town.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. Those alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of
life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
local goals.
Lastly, please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central Texas.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1520 George Economos

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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You should switch 130 to I35 and then bury the old 35 underground and toll it.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I'm against this highway expansion as proposed. More lanes aren't the answer. Txdot needs to skinny up I35
design to reduce the impact on peds, cyclists, nearby homes, and businesses. They can do this by stacking and
burying lanes, and using a cantilever over the highway for the frontage roads. Give the open space above
ground back to the people!
Please reduce the width of the highway to a smaller footprint than the current I35 and prioritize other modes
of transportation other than cars. Cyclists and pedestrians should be prioritized over vehicular traffic since
micro mobility can help the local residents move more freely along the corridor. Transit options such as rail
would be a much more efficient way of moving more people than single occupied cars.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #15.

The frontage roads in the current version of 35 and especially the designed 35 as proposed are essentially
even more lanes to the highway. You should have these frontage lanes cantelevered on top of a buried
highway lanes to minimize the impact of the motor vehicles.

1524 George Economos

1525 George Hewitt
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9/10/2021 Email

By widening the highway as proposed you would be exacerbating the damage already caused by the poor
design of I 35 in the first place.
CANTILEVER the frontage roads over the highway and shrink the footprint of the highway downtown over
town lake across Riverside Dr.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #247.

Dedicated a separated greenway road for cyclists and micromobility so they can safely cross town lake
without being next to scary traffic. Use grade separation and landscaping to separate cars from other modes
of transportation such as cycling.
Bury the highway at riverside and leave the surface at grade level for other modes and amenities!
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #13.

I have been living in Austin for 25 years. I have seen the city grow and the roads grow. I get it we are not living
in a small college town anymore. Times are really changing and we are all changing with it.

1526 George Mayfield
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I know the costs to build a new I-35 are very high. I know that is the main driver for the current designs from
TxDOT but I'm here to say it should not be. Somethings like a nice city to live in are more valuable and
priceless. We should be stitching this city together not splitting it apart. I'm all for capping I-35 through Austin
in as many spots as possible. Using the newly created land for parks and new living/work options for our
growing city.
I support the IH 35 Improvements

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
We know that adding more pavement to I-35 through Austin will not improve flow. By the time the horrible
construction project if finished, it will be clogged by traffic. This is the most outrageous and backward idea
you could have imagined. Please stop this project. Thank you.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. The notion of expanding I-35 to 20 lanes is ludicrous in an age where we
have to consider that every car on the road is contributing to greenhouse gas emission. A simple redesign of
the existing structure, isolating through traffic throughout the length of I-35 through Austin, instead of the
current inept design of making people guess which deck they need to be on, will improve traffic flow
immeasurably. Build another layer up, if necessary, but avoid widening and further destroying whole
communities.
Wider pavement will merely create a massive heat island that further alters weather patterns, in the same
way that the Katy Freeway and Highway 290 in Houston do.
Please hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address the imperative need to fight climate change by changing our
whole view of transportation.
Please defend the City of Austin and community values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1531 German Acuna

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1532 Gilbert Hudson

1533 Gilbert Wildin

Entry
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9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Comment

Response

I am against the widening of I-35 for a couple of reasons. Number one, it would go right through Escuelita Del
Alma which is such a wonderful Spanish immersion day care facility that our kids go to. This would be twice
they would be relocated due to development--the first one being the construction downtown that required
Las Manitas and our daycare to move. The second reason is my house is right by the highway and I don't want
it to get any closer. It is a very old house too and should be preserved.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1534 Gina Braat

9/19/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and
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1535 Gina Fuentes
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9/14/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1536 Gina Helfrich

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1537 Gina Helfrich

1538 Gina LaMotte

Entry
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9/14/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
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8/17/2021 Email

Comment
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I am deeply opposed to any plan that widens/increases the space taken up by I-35. The highway already
represents a legacy of segregation and racial oppression -- making it bigger is a slap in the face to the Austin
community that has been working so hard to heal those divisions. Further, appropriating land adjacent to I-35
would displace dozens of historically significant buildings, such as the offices of the Austin Chronicle. Finally,
our city and state need to be working to move away from fossil fuel and car-based transportation -- expanding
I-35 is a step backwards and in the wrong direction. We need to make driving as painful as possible while
providing accessible, cost-effective, and pleasant public transit alternatives. Do not expand I-35. It will harm
the Austin community and do irreparable damage to the environment.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

1539 Ginger Hurst

9/22/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Higher property taxes for the inner city and now proposed more noise and pollution!
Please use what you have - a very unused toll road. Give incentives for truckers and thru traffic to use the toll
roads!
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1540 Ginnie Morrison

1541 Girard Kinney

8/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/25/2021 General
Website
Comment
Form
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I wish to note my support for the plan TXDot rejected—removing the upper decks and burying IH 35 in the
Capitol Corridor. Over and over again, research has shown that adding lanes very much temporarily relieves
congestion until more vehicles are inevitably attracted to the new lanes and traffic once again becomes
horrible. The tunnel would add value to the people of Austin in the form of a green or pedestrian way in
downtown and not encroach on current properties. It would cost twice as much, but I have my doubts that
the current plans would end up costing much less, what with the property buy-outs, possible running into
missed bodies in the cemetery, and construction of noise and sight barriers for current neighborhoods. This is
a great opportunity to design a useful,unique, and ultimately superior replacement for the current hideous
mess we have. These opportunities do not occur frequently, and we should take advantage of them when we
can. Thank you.
1 Toll the main lanes of current IH35, if necessary designating it as SH130 and designating current SH130 as
IH35 with no toll.
2 Cap the entire stretch from Ladybird Lake to US290 with surface boulevard designed as a Great Street, with
new pedestrian oriented mixed uses along both sides (commercial, market rate and affordable residential,
and greenspace along both sides of the entire corridor. The northsouth surface boulevard should be a major
all-mode corridor.
3 Reconnect all of the east west streets, each with ped and bike friendly features.
4 Use coordinated traffic signals to create a continuous slow speed movement of NS traffic.
5 Do not allow Billboards on IH35.

TxDOT is considering acquiring right-of-way along the border
of Mount Calvary Cemetery where it meets the northbound I35 frontage road. St. Edward’s University, which owns the
cemetery property, has expressed full support of the I-35
Capital Express Central project. Assumption Cemetery, which
maintains the grounds, has confirmed that no recorded graves
appear in the proposed right of way. In accordance with best
practices, TxDOT will use extreme care to fully examine the
land as design details are finalized.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1427.
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1542 Giuseppe Castellano
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9/24/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1543 Glenn Birbaum

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

602

No.

Commenter Name

1544 Glenn Francis
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9/23/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1545 Glenn Gadbois

8/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Whereas I appreciate TxDOT including local priorities for more "complete street" designs in the alternatives
with bike, ped, transit inclusion. This design still continues TxDOT's long history of dividing communities with
massive obstructions that limit cross connectivity.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.

I-35 is particularly an egregious example of systemic racism, which even if intentional, is still long standing
public investment that has been segregating and depriving the East Austin community of access to work,
wealth and the quality of life enjoyed by others. If a cap is not included in the project paid for by TxDOT
(whose benined neglected caused the original injury) with savings from discontinuing Alternative 1 then no
alternative should receive EIS approvals based on Title 6 equity complaints.
Additionally, even though TxDOT refuses to see that a Cap with it's increased community re connection, is also
better land use that facilitates more placemaking and value creation than what usually happens adjacent to
TxDOT highways. Urban mobility is fundamentally different from rural highways, Commuter peaks aren't
coming back, TxDOT has no rational for continuing to push for their damage urban communities for the sake
of suburban travel.
And finally, SH 130 was supposed to be the "bypass" for NAFTA and other through traffic. That strategy should
be take serious and any argument that I35 needs to expand to handled increased freight traffic should be
rejected.
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1546 Glenna Gasser
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #273.

1547 Gloria Stadlbauer

9/24/2021 Email

I-35 is already a huge scar running through the middle of the city. Please do NOT widen it or expand it in any
way. To do so will further divide communities, make our city less walkable, less pleasant, and less humane. It's
been shown repeatedly that adding lanes does not address traffic congestion. Address congestion by making
the city more walkable, having fewer cars, and adding public transportation and bike infrastructure.
Please move forward with this project. Austin and its citizens are in dire need of this improvement of IH 35.

1548 Gordon Fontenot

9/9/2021

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

Email

See response to comment #7.
See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1549 Gordon Novak

9/17/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1550 Grace Chomick

9/10/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1551 Grace Mucha
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A proposal to expand an urban highway in 2021 is about as preposterous as it gets. The State Purchase Right
Of Way indicates that any persons displaced by the expansion would have a maximum of 90 days in which to
relocate. For homeowners and renters alike, this is a ludicrous requirement, particularly considering the
current housing market in Austin. The time required to find a reasonably priced home in Austin is going to
require much more than 90 days for many households.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.

My college city of Richmond, VA experienced tremendous loss of culture when the urban black community
was displaced by a highway. There is a reason that black culture is appropriated at an alarming rate into the
mainstream: it's because Americans like the influence of black culture. Please prioritize keeping this around,
please care for these citizens, please do not irritate old wounds regarding the historic racism and classism
doled out to East Avenue, please do not insist on letting people drive their cars over building a community.
I support urban highway removal and I alternatively support any solution which properly maintains but does
not expand the physical space of the already existing system. Instead of spending several billion on expanding
the highway, consider spending several extra million per year for a longer period of time, making sure that all
surfaces are maintained, painted, and entrances/exits still make sense.
I also support any solution which reduces the number of entrances to I-35 from the city. If people want to
drive into the town, they should drive through the town. This is what drives community interest in small
business. If people want to commute from South Austin to work in North Austin, let them get on the highway
far to the south, skip the entire city, and exit to the north. Reducing the number of entrances/exits will
improve the speed of cars and reduce the likelihood of accidents and traffic.

1552 Grant Cross

1553 Grant Passmore

8/29/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/20/2021 Email

1554 Gray Ginther

9/2/2021
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If a reduced ability to drive into town on the highway presents a problem for citizens, use some of the new
budget for public transit to make a robust network downtown that operates efficiently, cheaply, safely, and at
as many hours as possible. I would rather Austin be a city of community-oriented bus riders any day of the
year than siloed, space-hogging car drivers.
We need less I35, not more. We want a smaller footprint, more pedestrian & bike infrastructure, and we want
cars to either pass thru or disappear.
So much of your presentation buried the real impact in pretty pictures. What is the impact of I35
redevelopment on the poor? The disabled? The unhoused? Why is this missing from your presentation? We
want change.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed
by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I don’t support adding additional lanes to I-35 through Austin. Lane expansion will displace people and
businesses that are already having a hard enough time. And even if more lanes are built they’ll just fill up with
more cars and the same congestion we have now.

See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.

Move truck traffic to east of the airport. Mandate companies implement work from home incentives. Invest in
mass transit that serves *all* of the Austin metro area.
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I have been a Texas Resident my whole life, growing up in the Mckinney, TX and attending the University of
Texas at Austin. For the past four years I have studied Architecture and Urban Planning at UTSOA and I urge
you not to move forward with this proposal. I have done thorough research on the impacts of urban
highways, and most of the effects are negative - increased reliance on personal vehicles, increased air
pollution, aggregation of climate change, increased socio-economic divisions and the destruction of a
continuous urban fabric. These consequences disproportionally affect lower income communities and the
generations of the future who will inevitably have to undo all of the damage caused today. The expansion of I35 in downtown Austin is a weak and temporary solution to many large problems. There is no shortage of
creative minds in this great city who can undoubtedly produce hundreds of better ideas of how to solve the
issue of congested highways, thus I beg you to reassess this proposal.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

Email

See response to comment #4.

We know better! We have to push TXDOT to design a road fit for an urban center. I write to oppose the Texas
Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central
project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.

Dear TXDOT Officials,
Before we move forward any further with a design for I-35 that is wider than what we have today please
consider and implement as much of the below as possible. Central Austin is one of the most successful and
vibrant urban centers in the south—I feel strongly that your proposed plans will put the brakes on this success
and will dramatically take away from our vitality/walkability. We can and must do better! This is too big a
project and will leave too big of a mark to cram through.
Thanks for your consideration.
SEEKING A COMMUNITY CREATED ALTERNATIVE
32 short paragraphs to describe the problem & opportunity to reinvent I-35
Proposed by Sinclair Black
Failed Public Policy
Purpose in Need is a formal statement baked into federal policy of the Department of Transportation (DOT).
The statement is used to justify every highway project placed into the project mill. This statement always says
the same thing, “this highway has problems, and we need to fix them.” The answer then is obvious, at least to
them, i.e., just spend billions of taxpayer dollars to cure problems their agency created in the past by
rebuilding the highway and widening it. The world’s best example of the failure of this concept is the Katy
Freeway in Houston. Now TxDOT Austin wants to repeat that disaster in the I-35 corridor. The project mill has
become a project treadmill.... rebuild and widen again and again. Remember the famous truism, “there is no
problem any city in the world has that is not the direct result of failed public policy."
Citizens: Purpose and Need
PURPOSE: remove the physical, social, economic, and racial barrier that has been the tragic legacy of I-35
since its construction.
NEED: re-integrate the I-35 corridor into the city fabric, reconnect Austin and create billions in tax base.
MEANS: Depress the main lanes, narrow the ROW, and reconnect the city grid with EAST AVENUE PARKWAY.
All of this can be achieved with the creation of a tax increment finance zone and a new special purpose
Development Commission.
SEQUENCE:
1. Create the tax increment zone for the entire corridor and all adjacent land benchmarking current taxable
value which is presently zero on 136 acres of TxDOT land.
2. Implement the designation switch, which was recommended by a TxDOT study, and allow traffic to
rebalance before construction begins. Trucks use 130 like it or not.
3. Temporarily widen the existing access roads to carry more traffic and rethink the use of three major
arterials just west of the corridor in downtown.
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4. Remove the existing freeway main lanes and proceed to reconstruct them below grade through Downtown,
UT, and North Central neighborhoods.
5. Cap the entire corridor from Town Lake to just past Airport Boulevard and create a surface Boulevard with
in-line stations at the centerline for buses and future rail.
6. Implement the new DA (direct access) lanes below and remove the temporary access roads at the surface.
Proceed to reclaim the redundant ROW.
7. Identify the development opportunities for rebuilding the city fabric on the new land, with the clearly
stated goal of creating an enormous new tax base to generate revenue in perpetuity.
8. Create the Development Commission that would oversee and coordinate all progress, based on a detailed
Critical Path schedule, just as many other cities have done.
9. Recruit qualified private sector developers for the many new development opportunities created on the
reclaimed land and identify tax base opportunities.
10. Coordinate all development activity, both public and private, including access rights, open space
opportunities like WATERLOO GREENWAY, construction disruption, and manage all north /south and east
/west traffic during the construction process.
A Possible Future for Austin
Imagine if you were in an entirely new district in Austin. Not in suburbia, not away from downtown but in an
integral part of downtown. Such a district is proposed in the I-35 corridor. A 20-block Parkway with wide
walkable sidewalks on both sides and thousands of trees to help with global warming. Through traffic below
and only local traffic on the reinstated grid. Now imagine the uses of such a reinvented district. Affordable
housing, market rate housing, workforce housing, student housing, a new location for Austin’s community
college, grocery stores, pharmacies, gyms, and flexible space for the innovation district. Both sides of the
Boulevard could be as exciting as Second Street has become. Dangerous traffic would be gone, pedestrians
would be everywhere, in the shade, and residents could walk to almost all necessities and amenities to
support a very high quality of life.
Sprawl, Congestion, Safety
I entered the University of Texas in Austin in the spring of 1958. I have watched that highway (I-35) built,
tweaked, rebuilt repeatedly, always with a claim of increasing safety. What actually increases are the cost, the
number of lanes, the endless sprawl that the highway promotes and the congestion that results. The most
rapid of these increases within the corridor however is the number of crashes and deaths. At this point, the I35 corridor accounts for 25% of all deaths in the entire City of Austin i.e., 325 sq miles. Vision Zero is a stated
goal of the city as well as for TxDOT, but there is little or no evidence of that concern in the current proposed
alternatives.
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Racial Divide…. Must End
The decision to locate the I-35 corridor intentionally created a physical, economic, and racial divide that still
exists today. The location decision was not the only local, state, and national policy steeped in racism, but it is
clearly the most permanent monument to and the symbol for segregation. In this time of widespread
numerous cries for social justice this monument to our racial history needs to be erased. It is time to erase
that barrier and RECONNECT AUSTIN after more than 60 years.
Public Space for People: EAST AVENUE PARKWAY
The PARKWAY scheme, as proposed by RECONNECT Austin, does not pretend to be a highway plan, just as
TxDOT plans do not pretend to enhance the quality of urban life. Citizens of Austin must step up and demand
the removal of Austin's greatest liability, to be replaced by what could be one of Austin's greatest assets.
Taxes you pay and lose forever.
Since we are all very concerned about the taxes we pay, here is a little bit of insight. You pay income tax and
property tax separately. The income tax collected by the federal government is redistributed to various
agencies like TxDOT. TxDOT then spends your tax money on projects in your city and in other cities. The
Federal tax you pay is higher in order to pay for things like highways that have little or no benefit to you. With
this situation, the property taxes are higher because a certain portion of the tax potential has been
compromised by the presence of a highway that you did not ask for, it's a no-win situation. RECONNECT
Austin proposes the creation of literally billons of taxable value. TxDOT’s proposals are all about cost on cost,
RECONNECT’ s proposal is all about tax income in perpetuity from new development.
Actual Access
Over the years, as citizens have demanded a civilized and reinvented I-35, the “highway department '' alias
TxDOT, has insisted that they will never give up the access roads or any of their excessive right of way. Their
reasoning is that if they give up anything, they can’t have it back. TRUE. The agency is pathologically
committed to the idea of access roads, as they understand them. Fair enough, how about four forms of real
access, not just a redundant highway.
1. Consider an urban Parkway at grade as part of the existing downtown street grid i.e. “Great Streets”.
2. Collector distributor lanes should be reimagined as DIRECT ACCESS lanes located underground with traffic
separated by destination i.e., either downtown by way of the next three ramps or beyond via the main lanes.
Speeds would be lower in DA lanes and no lane switching, with short ramps directly to the surface.
3. Local rail service at grade and commuter rail service below grade with in-line stations. Located along the
center line of the I-35 corridor. The one and only uninterrupted path through Central Texas, connecting Hays,
Travis, and Williamson counties.
4. The highway planners have never considered the parallel north/south streets that could distribute traffic
throughout downtown.
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Massive Investment for Short lifespan
Longevity is the expected lifespan of something. In the case of an elevated freeway, that lifespan is expected
to be 40 years. I-35 has lasted for more than 60 years. Hence the need to rebuild it before it falls, a very real
concern of the DOT. The underground freeway proposed by Reconnect Austin could last 400 years especially if
it is sunken, capped and constructed by poured in place concrete. In this case, the freeway is no longer
compromised by vibration and weather, two of the forces that shorten the lifespan of precast concrete
elements.
Long Distance Mobility at the Expense of Local Access
The phrase “improving mobility” appears in virtually every sentence ever published by DOT, i.e., TxDOT in
Austin. Mobility can be defined as the ability to get from somewhere you do not want to be any longer to
somewhere you think you may want to go. “Access” on the other hand is the ability to get from someplace
you are to somewhere you need or want to go, such as work, school, the grocery store, or Starbucks. Mobility
implies the use of an automobile while access can be automobile, bicycle but always implies walking. Mobility
is often achieved at the expense of access. For example, I-35 provides north and south mobility at the expense
of the urban grid i.e., access to everything the city offers. You gain access by leaving the highway to enter the
urban grid, the ultimate provider to access.
The “Sunk Cost” Tactic
Probably the most effective tactic employed by all DOT’s is a policy known as the “Sunk Cost theory”. If you
start two projects at a distance from each other the argument then becomes, “well, we spent all that money
and now we have to connect the projects.” Of course, that’s exactly what TxDOT is doing with their three-part
I-35 rebuild. Since there is little opposition north or south of Central Austin, TxDOT proposes to move as fast
as possible on both ends to justify the central segment project.
The Great Sidestep
TxDOT has been
planning the I-35 "Capital Express" project through Austin for decades. During their first virtual scoping
comment period, between November 12th and December 31st, 2,300 people, including myself submitted
good faith comments and ideas for an improved design i.e., the "community alternative". Naturally, we
expected a good-faith response from TxDOT but that did not happen.
On March 5th, just before round two of comments started, TxDOT published their response to the comments
from round one. Their response insults the intelligence of all the citizens that took their time to comment.
TxDOT's official response can only be labeled the "Great Sidestep", or the most completely duplicitous display
of manipulation that one can imagine. Their response was nothing more than a collection of prefabricated
responses describing the plan that they have had for years. They freely quoted other agencies ' policies as if
they supported their plan. Any specific issue raised, such as lowering the design speed, they quoted a number
of guidelines and promised to study the issue. If you believe that, they have a freeway to sell you.
Bypass to cure Congestion?

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

611

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

SH 130 E. Austin was sold to the voters as a bypass for I-35, as well as a rail corridor. Highway planners quickly
nixed the idea of rail. SH 130 was constructed by a private company which used tolls to return their
investment. This obviously created a disincentive to use SH 130 and an incentive to continue to use I-35,
leading to massive congestion problems we live with today, including the streams of trucks that choose not to
pay the tolls.
Public opinion?
TxDOT is required by federal law to listen to the general public through what they call public comment
periods. The federal law does not provide the detail on how to conduct this process, so the highway planners
set the required comment periods with very short time frames in order to limit the public’s ability to
participate. Involved citizens who are concerned about the welfare of the community are almost always
members of organized groups with bylaws dictating meeting times and voting processes. i.e., in other words,
it takes a lot of time for citizen groups to comment. Is this just another example of voter suppression and
denial of public opinion?
Congestion, Congestion, Congestion!
Complaining about congestion has become a regional pastime. This complaint almost always refers to I-35. In
a massive study conducted by federal highway officials and TxDOT, the Texas transportation Institute looked
at 100 cities in the US and analyzed traffic over a 24-year period, only to find out that adding more lanes
never reduced congestion. More lanes only promote more cost, more sprawl, and therefore more congestion.
The “Scoping Scam”
Highway planners have spent years designing and redesigning I-35, usually with yet another consultant. When
they have decided what they choose to do and designed the highway then but only then, they ask for public
help in determining the “scope”. The last time they tried out a plan for I-35, a few years ago, they got a
tremendous amount of public input, mostly negative. Since they did not appreciate public opinion, they
simply declared a new start and threw it all out. If you do not like their plans TxDOT will simply announce that
they have decided to give your money to Houston.
A Real First Step
The first step for a huge project as required by federal law is a purpose and need statement to justify what
they already intend to do. The published “purpose and need” statement by TxDOT has one metric: seconds
saved over long distances. When in reality, metrics of a community should be based on enhancing the quality
of life. For instance, metrics could consider lives NOT lost in the I-35 corridor, property values NOT diminished
by the noise pollution, intellectual development NOT compromised by pollution from I-35, housing and urban
economy NOT lost to scaleless and banal highways. And most importantly, our once in a lifetime chance to do
our part for global climate change is NOT lost.
Land Use: Compact, Connected and Robust
The segment of I-35 from the river to Airport Boulevard MUST be capped. The cap allows the reintegration of
Austin with East Austin. The cap also allows for the major problems of air and noise pollution to be solved
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once and for all. By sinking the freeway and capping it through downtown, the Medical District and the
University of Texas and by combining access roads into a civilized urban boulevard thereby creating a human
scale, walkable, mixed-use PARKWAY, Austin would enjoy several billion dollars of enhanced tax base to pay
for the cap with a tax increment bond. That bond would be easily paid off in less than 20 years, and the
investments would flow from the taxes forever. The tax base could provide for all forms of community
enhancement: parks, playgrounds, schools, and Great Streets.
Urban Design First
All large-scale high impact projects should originate as urban design visions. Urban design visions require
consideration of hundreds if not thousands of often competing issues. Traffic engineering on the other hand
considers very few issues beyond saving time for a few drivers at the expense of many in the community.
Traffic engineering is an integral part of urban design, but only one issue for consideration and only in the
context of the universe of other issues. Traffic engineering routinely ignores the universe of urban issues. Who
in their right mind would engineer a building for which there was no need or design?
Where is Rail? The Only Solution to Regional Transportation
Texas Highway Department was converted, by name only to the Texas Department of Transportation,
meaning ALL forms of Transportation. This expanded role of course is routinely ignored by TxDOT while
consistently blocking other agencies from considering and implementing efficient and long-term cost-efficient
systems like rail transit. The fact that traffic engineers are not educated to design rail systems, is no reason
not to pursue rail as a significant solution to the problem of congestion, ultimately the only solution. The I-35
corridor offers the best opportunity we will ever have to commit to regional rail, there is no other equally
good opportunity.
Urban Design first, Listen to the Urban Land Institute
Urban design as a discipline deals with a vast universe of concerns: human, economic, technical, and political.
Regarding I-35, TxDOT policies are carefully designed to limit all concerns beyond moving traffic leading to
federally funded disasters in cities. Virtually every city in the US has groups of citizens trying to fight the
unresponsive heavy hand of the department of transportation or "DOT". TxDOT is the Texas branch of the
federal department of DOT. The recent weeklong charrette conducted by the national organization; Urban
Land Institute recommended a two-level planning process beginning with a locally generated urban design
plan, “the community alternative” before moving later to an implementation phase by TxDOT. Remember,
thoughtful design always comes before construction. TxDOT is first and foremost a construction agency.
Freeways without Futures
President Dwight D
Eisenhower, having experienced the autobahn system in Germany in 1952 signed The National Interstate &
Defense Highways Act. He fully understood the value of the national highway system linking cities and
industries as a critical part of advanced planning in case of war. Highways were an essential part of the
national defense system linking cities, he also understood that that same highway should not exist INSIDE the
urban fabric. The highway industrial complex did not pay any attention to former President Eisenhower’s
understanding of cities and moved as fast as possible to put highways through urban areas. This of course
explains why most cities are now trying to roll back the incredible damage done to cities by urban highways.
Imagine how much human capital is wasted trying to reverse the mistakes of the urban highway system.
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Scale: Human or Otherwise
Human scale is
that elusive and magical quality that a person experiences when they feel immersed in their surroundings.
Most countries in the world manage to create human scale environments in the absence of the automobile.
American cities have yet to figure this out. This of course is why people travel to other places, primarily
Europe. Very few places in Austin exhibit human scale, among those places that DO exhibit human scale
would be the University campus, Congress Avenue, and the relatively new 2nd Street District in downtown.
The absence of human scale is pervasive but especially within the I-35 corridor. Applying the successful
principals of 2nd Street District to the I-35 corridor would transform it from a hideously scaled, destructive
liability into a world-class linear park known as East Avenue Parkway.
“Community Created Alternative”
TxDOT is unable to listen to or respond to any suggestion regarding a better corridor. They have their
philosophy from the 50s and their playbook of tricks from the 60s and 70s. Cities around the country have
suffered untold negative consequences from the DOT but their extension in Texas i.e., TxDOT is
constitutionally unable to see the world as a happy, joyful, prosperous place for example like 2nd street in
Austin. For TxDOT, its cars and trucks and wider freeways…end of concern, period.
TxDOT fully intends to re-build their previous mistakes only wider based on bogus assumptions about the
future. Tax money paying for their construction projects is all they care about.
Unless and until the community steps up and speaks with one voice through a consensus “Community
Created Alternative” TxDOT will simply plow ahead. Such a “Community Created Alternative” can only be
achieved by doing the following.
1.
Pick up where the DAA stopped in the process creating a truly representative urban design plan that
considers the hundreds of issues that constitute a successful city.
2.

That plan could then be represented in writing by one letter to the world signed by all leaders in the city:

-

our senator

- our community commissioners

-

our mayor

- our city council members

-

our city manager

- our head of ATD

If at that point TxDOT ignores the “Community Created Alternative”, the leaders could ask the DOT in
Washington to stop the planning of yet another disaster and support an entirely different process, one that
represents the city’s best interest and serves as a prototype for all other cities that are plagued by scaleless
and dangerous highways.
Racist Policies of TxDOT
As we see virtually every day in the news, conversations regarding racism are rampant. It is everywhere even
in good old’ Austin Texas. Look behind the veil of TxDOT’s plans for widening I-35 through the city.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

614

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

There isn’t even lip service to the problems of air pollution in the highway corridor. The corridor of
maximum air pollution is defined by I-35, which directly impacts minority communities including Sanchez
Elementary School, 97.2% minority students and less than 2 blocks to the east. And then there is the Medical
School, the Hospital District and UT itself.
The Downtown Alliance created a special working group comprised primarily of minority community
leaders in order to ensure adequate representation as I-35 is reformed and rebuilt. That group has
complained on 3 separate occasions in writing that TxDOT is ignoring them.
Early plans coming from TxDOT include taking land from Mt. Calvary Cemetery which has historically
been where people of color have been buried.
A City is a Very Complex Organism
DOT i.e., TxDOT is a limited purpose monoculture dedicated to the construction of roads, MORE roads, and
WIDER roads. This culture is oblivious to concerns of climate, economy, equity, and the quality of life in the
communities where they build the highways. Their obsession with building requires them to ignore all
concerns of communities.
Federal DOT rules and the purpose of EIS (environmental impact statements) explicitly spell out the goal of
listening to the community to be impacted. TxDOT systematically violates the intent of those rules and never
accepts the will of the community. TxDOT sets up public meeting after public meeting with predetermined
plans and no intention at all to listen to anyone from the community. It’s no wonder that they have endless
ways to ignore the input they get from any given community since it is usually negative regarding their very
bad ideas.
When TxDOT gets angry they threaten to take your appointed dollars and spend them where the public is less
organized and informed. Please remember that they are playing the game with your tax money.
The Magic of “Grade Separation”
For the past 100 plus years, the golden rule of transportation facilities has been “grade separation”, for rail
systems, and always for highways. This, of course, is the obvious rationale for I-35, some of which takes
highway traffic above and sometimes below the daily activity of the city, which otherwise is always at grade.
The principle of separation is obvious, i.e., the highway is disruptive and dangerous. That is, highway traffic is
totally incompatible and could never coexist with the thriving fabric of daily life. I-35 is a classic example of
“grade separation” and the success of that solution for highways but not for cities. I-35 has become a disaster
for Austin and every city that has been invaded and disrupted by the Federal Program to build a system of
roads for defense against invasions. Highways that connect regions through the rural countryside make sense.
Freeways that blast corridors through cities make no sense.
RECONNECT AUSTIN simply adopted the grade separation principle as logical and required to protect the city,
but turned it on its head, calling for the disruptive and dangerous highway to go underground and for the
local travel involving day to day life and economic dynamic of the city to re-occupy the surface of the very
same corridor. Presently, the corridor we live with today known as I-35 should be known as “Disaster 1.0”.
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TxDOT’s hideous plan to rebuild it wider and higher should be referred to as “Disaster 2.0”.
The Promise: “No Wider, No Higher”
The only solution to I-35 that is acceptable based on promises of “No Wider, No Higher” made by former
Senator Kirk Watson and Bruce Bugg, the chairman of the Transportation Commission in February 2020 is to
work only within the existing right of way (ROW). This month TxDOT revealed that they plan to purchase or
TAKE by eminent domain 32 acres of existing land with 142 parcels: many homes and an equal number of
small businesses. In other words, TxDOT plans to break the promises made by regional leaders. The dirty little
secret is that they can accomplish everything they want to do easily within the existing ROW. Not only that
but it frees up 30 acres of land for creative city building resulting in the creation of enormous new tax base for
the state and Central Texas.
Austin’s Tax-Based Future
RECONNECT Austin proposes a net gain of taxable development in the 30 acres presently wasted on ramps
and access roads. This could result in 3.2 billion dollars in taxable development. The taxable value in
developable property pays for the civilizing of the whole corridor and continues to fund schools and parks in
perpetuity. This is of course of no concern to TxDOT.
The enormous gain in taxable property with the tax increment (TIF) proposal of RECONNECT Austin can
become funding for affordable housing as well as a regional rail system connecting the three counties of
Central Texas located on the center line of the I-35 corridor. Such a robust commitment to efficient and safe
movement would create eligibility for any number of additional funding programs. For example, FTA New
Starts new grant program could support the regional rail. All that funding would leave more TIF funds for
schools, parks, trails, libraries, and pedestrian/bike systems throughout the city.
Affordable Housing
The ULI Report on I-35 makes mention of the need for affordable housing. This could be accomplished by a
set-aside to fund affordable housing. Under Texas state code, section 311.008 funds can be within the
corridor and beyond. “Affordable Housing production must be expanded to meet the goal of 60,000 new
units.” RECONNECT Austin has proposed private development of 4,000 housing units in the I-35 corridor,
1,000 of these (25%) could be affordable. If the TIF zone is expanded as has been recommended by ULI, that
number could grow considerably.
Missing The Point #1
THE ULI Report contained a number of good ideas, already recommended by RECONNECT Austin.
First, is the tax increment financing mechanism (TIF).
Second, is to expand the zone beyond the existing ROW where values range from $0 dollars currently to
billions in the future.
Third, use the expanded TIF zone over the existing Waller Creek TIF to pay off the original bond used to
create the Waller Creek tunnel.
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However, there are a number of issues missing with the TxDOT/ULI proposal. There is NO information at all
regarding the structural systems configuration of the two-remaining proposed “alternatives” despite their
claims to have “fully baked plans. RECONNECT Austin has a clear simple solution to ALL structural conditions.
Missing the Point #2
TxDOT/ULI’s proposals make no mention at all for solutions to the enormous traffic disruption that will
inevitably result from a decade of construction. There is NO plan for handling through travel.
RECONNECT Austin has a simple straight forward solution to mitigate the traffic problems resulting from the
re-build process. RECONNECT Austin recommends following an earlier TxDOT proposal which was to switch
designations between I-35 and SH130 and make SH130 free.
Among other issues not even mentioned by the TxDOT “alternatives”, are air and noise pollution, climate
change, safer speeds, vision zero and flood mitigation. RECONNECT Austin addresses all these issues and
more. TxDOT only pays lip service to pedestrian and bicycle facilities as well as emergency services planning
with no details offered to the world.
Dear TXDOT,
Before we move any forward any further with a design for I-35 that is wider than what we have today please
consider and implement as much of the below as possible. Central Austin is one of the most successful and
vibrant urban centers in the south—I feel strongly that your proposed plans will put the brakes on this
success. We can and must do better! This is too big a project to cram through. Thanks for your
consideration.

1558 Greg Durrett

1559 Greg Goldman

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/1/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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I am firmly opposed to this plan. Creating a larger highway will create even stronger barriers between East
Austin and downtown, when what we should be doing is focusing on a walkable, dense urban core that's
sustainable for years to come. Adding more lanes to a highway prioritizes cars over people, is short-sighted in
the face of a growing climate crisis, and increased supply of road doesn't even necessarily diminish traffic.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.

I support any of the "build" options.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Alternative 1. Alternative 1 had the most potential to meet Chairman Bugg’s public commitment to our
community of “no wider and no higher”. Alternative 1 should have been afforded more opportunity for
public input before it was eliminated from the study. The public was never given an opportunity to voice
comments regarding this alternative prior to its elimination from contention. The lack of exits and entrances
from managed lanes to Downtown and central core, does not meet the purpose and need, but should have
been designed to. Traffic with origins and destinations outside of Downtown and the central core should be
encouraged to use US183, Mopac and SH 130, and the use of I-35 for through travel should be discouraged.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #271.
See response to comment #574.

Alternative 2. While Alternative 2 is preferable to Alternative 3 much more could be done to improve on the
schematics and reduce the adjacent property impacts. The footprint could be reduced by eliminating one
general purpose lane in each direction between US 290 and US 71.
The lanes through the upper decks to 51st should be cantilevered on one or both sides of the freeway in order
to avoid the takings and widening of the highway through that tight and important section to minimize
impacts to adjacent neighborhoods, University of Texas and St. David's Hospital among other businesses and
community assets.
The same treatment TxDOT designed for I-35 between Manor Rd. and Dean Keeton, which significantly
narrows the footprint of the highway, should be used throughout the Cap Ex Central project.
An exit from the southbound outer managed lane to the frontage road / bypass lane between 51st Street and
Airport Blvd is warranted, or alternatively drop the outermost lane at the exit at Luther Lane.
An exit from the northbound outer managed lane to the bypass lane south of Woodland is warranted. Reduce
the number of southbound mainlines by providing additional exits at MLK Blvd and 15th Street. Reduce the
number of northbound main lanes by providing an additional exit at Cesar Chavez. To the extent that property
impacts are unavoidable, TxDOT should acquire the entire depth of the lot and not leave any undevelopable
remnants. Excess ROW width should be used to enhance the bicycle and pedestrian facilities along the
frontage roads and to provide landscaping and sound wall buffers to mitigate the impact on adjacent
neighborhoods.
Frontage roads between MLK Blvd and the Lady Bird Lake crossing should be treated as Downtown streets
designed to City of Austin Great Streets standards:
The desired operating speed and the design speed of no more than 30mph.
Frontage roads should provide parallel parking at curb edge to buffer traffic
Frontage roads should include a street tree furniture zone with street trees planted in the ground every 20’ to
30’ on-center.
Shared use paths adjacent to frontage roads should meet a 12’ standard.
Bicycle / low speed e-device and pedestrian facilities should be separated.
Bicycle and pedestrian paths should never be intentionally placed within clear zones.
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Turning radii should be tight to slow turning traffic and slip lanes should not be used.
All proposed stitches across the corridor should be designed to City of Austin Great Streets standards and
accommodate separated bicycle / low speed e-device and pedestrian facilities wherever they connect to
existing or planned bicycle lanes.
Stitches should have landscaped planter barriers and decorative fencing between sidewalks and depressed
through lanes below.
Stitches and caps should be able to accommodate buildings such as park pavilions, band shells, plazas and
food truck pads.
The stitch / cap either side of 6th and 5th Streets should have the highest priority for uses that tie the
adjacent entertainment districts together.
A shared bicycle and pedestrian bridge across I-35 at 9th Street is warranted.
The Cap Metro Redline and Lance Armstrong Bikeway do not need to bridge over the frontage roads if they
are traffic signal controlled like other intersections.
The retaining walls between 4th Street and Cesar Chavez should be engineered so as to be able to
accommodate a future potential expansion of the Convention Center on a cap structure.

Alternative 3: The noise and visual impacts of the elevated fly-overs in Alternative 3 are not warranted by the
slightly reduced property impacts without full mitigation. Alternative 3 is still wider than the existing.
Cantilevering frontage roads over main lanes is preferable to elevated sections of highway.
1562 Greg Mathews

1563 Greg Militello

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Please find alternatives for routing traffic around Austin instead of continuing to use and widen I-35. Btw, I
think y’all do a great job. Have a good day

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

I really hope that you end up burying I 35 through downtown. Pedestrian mobility in the area is really difficult.
Having a boulevard to cross would beautify Austin and Open up the city to be more pedestrian and bike
friendly. Having a canyon separate the city is not ideal.

See response to comment #15.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

1565 Gregory Askey

1566 Gregory Bausman

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/18/2021 Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am a property owner in East Austin. I strongly object to the TxDOT I-35 "Urban Renewal/Removal" Project.
The top-down outrageous confiscation of residential and business properties envisioned is overreach to
address problems largely created by TxDOT. As usual, East Austin neighborhoods to bear the brunt of this
"development".
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1567 Gregory Bosley

8/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Both plans expand I-35 to 20 lanes and take valuable land from Austin, especially East Austin. Bulldozing
homes and businesses in East Austin to expand the highway is unacceptable. Neither of your plans
approaches anything like what the community demands or needs: removing the barrier between downtown
and East Austin, reducing the footprint of I-35, adding productive and social land.

See response to comment #13.

The TTI report is short sighted, estimating costs but not return on investment. It is also not independent, as it
was paid for by TxDOT. The highway footprint should be narrowed and capped, and buildings constructed on
land currently used for highway right of way.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

621

No.

Commenter Name

1568 Gregory Cerna

1569 Gregory Garnier

Entry
Source
Date
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Please don’t expand 35. You’ll destroy a huge part of Cherrywood and other neighborhoods and make the
scar down the middle of Austin even worse. There are better options like actual mass transit and project
Connect which can help fix Austin’s traffic woes than just expanding 35 even more. Adding more lanes is just a
bandaid and doesn’t fix any underlying problems.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #1996.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1570 Grégory Garnier

9/9/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am concerned about the extension project. Adding new lanes to the I-35 will NOT improve the traffic issues,
as shown through multiple studies and examples from the past 60 years. The induced demand will rise over
time and lead to an excess utilization of cars within the city. Moreover, the two added lines will occupy some
space already used by communities, commerces and various shops.
I appeal to your common sense and ask the project, as it currently stands, to be suspended and modified, with
the support of local urban planning, land use and sociology experts.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1572 Gregory Gotimer

1573 Gregory Gotimer

8/29/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/16/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values
Having studied Civil Engineering at Johns Hopkins University, if I know anything about highways it is that
expanding capacity does not solve traffic. This is a fallacy that has proven ineffective time and time again.
Invest in shared mobility, not widening roads. Route interstates away from downtown, bypass city centers.
These are the approaches that work, not wider roads.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Building bigger highways doesn't solve traffic and closing affordable and accessible dual-language childcare
centers doesn't build a stronger Austin Community. I-35 for decades has segregated Austin into "east" and
"west", widening the divide sends a clear signal that TxDOT is either unconcerned with or actively against the
Austin Community.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
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independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1574 Gregory Wehmeier

1575 Gretchen Kohler

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/9/2021

Email

The modest I-35 expansion proposed is going to cause far more problems than it solves and isn't worth it.
Please spare us the years and years of crippling construction.

See response to comment #19.

Other options, such as diverting semi-trucks around the city would be vastly more beneficial, cheaper, and
could be quickly introduced.
Please don't waste this enormous amount of time and money on two managed lanes that will not solve our
problems.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1576 Gretchen Murphy

1577 Gretchen Murphy

8/29/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

I am very against the plan to widen I35 between Dean Keaton to 38 1/2 St. This will have a terrible impact on
my neighborhood. Why does the east side always bear the brunt of these development plans. The freeway
should be buried in a cap and stitch model. We need to hear more about how this will effect noise pollution
and what the city will do to mitigate sound. Please do not destroy my neighborhood!!!

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #614.
See response to comment #1996.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I say, emphatically, NO to both of these options! And I object to these false choices.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
The core of a city is a bad place for a giant freeway. I want I-35 made smaller or slower or removed entirely.
See response to comment #30.
What about those smart ideas for turning I-35 into a boulevard, or capping it completely so we can restore the See response to comment #33.
urban fabric connecting Downtown and East Austin, or even just creating better versions of the Down¬town
See response to comment #685.
bridges TxDOT has proposed – the visions brought forth by the Rethink35 and Reconnect Austin community
coalitions and the partnership of the Urban Land Institute and Downtown Austin Alliance?
I want to see tunneled and capped lanes, or a city boulevard that is sort of a "business route" with drivers just
passing through routed to other highways that circle around Austin. Just as I-35 today goes around many
cities, it could similarly go around Central Austin, and its current path could be redesigned as a business route
running on regular city streets like East Avenue used to be. This wouldn't require building a new loop; existing
highways that loop around the city center, like SH 130, US 183, and SH 71 could simply be redesignated.
YOU promised no wider and no higher! This was a bait and switch! If you still insist that those options aren't
feasible, which simply isn't true, then I would rather do the "no build" option than either of these options.
Nobody, not even TxDOT, really believes adding two "managed" lanes on either side is going to erase I-35
gridlock. I-35 is a failure, and adding more lanes will not solve the problems, they will only magnify them. It's
become widely accepted among urban planners that highway expansion creates additional travel demand
that will absorb any new road capacity.
TxDOT District Engineer Tucker Ferguson conceded they would not do much to improve travel times on what
is currently the state's most congested highway. "We're not pretending to say that the expansion that we're
proposing is building our way out of congestion," Ferguson acknowledged. Then why is TxDOT planning to
spend nearly $5 billion on the CapExCentral, take around 150 properties that front the interstate via eminent
domain if necessary, and tie up I-35 for a decade with extensive roadwork? Given how limited the upside
potential is for improving I-35's performance, and how extensive the headache of years of major construction
through the middle of town might be, this project MAKES NO SENSE.
I-35 has been an instrument of segregation and infrastructural racism in Austin and is an increasingly
unsustainable way of moving people around. This project should be built in a way that is mindful of not only
mobility needs, but also economic justice and climate change. We've known for decades that I-35 is racist and
toxic and unsafe and obsolete, and that better approaches to mobility and infrastructure have been available
to us this whole time and have now gone mainstream across the country. TxDOT must repair past damage
done by I-35 to Austin for all these years through such approaches, and avert future miseries, by rethinking
this whole plan.
This project, like others by TxDOT, is supported by suburban interests over the objections of urban
stakeholders who feel steamrolled by what they see as a sham process that's violating their civil rights. I want
our comments to be heard. We demand a better plan.
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I say, emphatically, NO to both of these options! And I object to these false choices.
The core of a city is a bad place for a giant freeway. I want I-35 made smaller or slower or removed entirely.
What about those smart ideas for turning I-35 into a boulevard, or capping it completely so we can restore the
urban fabric connecting Downtown and East Austin, or even just creating better versions of the Downtown
bridges TxDOT has proposed – the visions brought forth by the Rethink35 and Reconnect Austin community
coalitions and the partnership of the Urban Land Institute and Downtown Austin Alliance?
I want to see tunneled and capped lanes, or a city boulevard that is sort of a "business route" with drivers just
passing through routed to other highways that circle around Austin. Just as I-35 today goes around many
cities, it could similarly go around Central Austin, and its current path could be redesigned as a business route
running on regular city streets like East Avenue used to be. This wouldn't require building a new loop; existing
highways that loop around the city center, like SH 130, US 183, and SH 71 could simply be redesignated.
YOU promised no wider and no higher! This was a bait and switch! If you still insist that those options aren't
feasible, which simply isn't true, then I would rather do the "no build" option than either of these options.
Nobody, not even TxDOT, really believes adding two "managed" lanes on either side is going to erase I-35
gridlock. I-35 is a failure, and adding more lanes will not solve the problems, they will only magnify them. It's
become widely accepted among urban planners that highway expansion creates additional travel demand
that will absorb any new road capacity.
TxDOT District Engineer Tucker Ferguson conceded they would not do much to improve travel times on what
is currently the state's most congested highway. "We're not pretending to say that the expansion that we're
proposing is building our way out of congestion," Ferguson acknowledged. Then why is TxDOT planning to
spend nearly $5 billion on the CapExCentral, take around 150 properties that front the interstate via eminent
domain if necessary, and tie up I-35 for a decade with extensive roadwork? Given how limited the upside
potential is for improving I-35's performance, and how extensive the headable of years of major construction
through the middle of town might be, this project MAKES NO SENSE.
I-35 has been an instrument of segregation and infrastructural racism in Austin and is an increasingly
unsustainable way of moving people around. This project should be built in a way that is mindful of not only
mobility needs, but also economic justice and climate change. We've known for decades that I-35 is racist and
toxic and unsafe and obsolete, and that better approaches to mobility and infrastructure have been available
to us this whole time and have now gone mainstream across the country. TxDOT must repair past damage
done by I-35 to Austin for all these years through such approaches, and avert future miseries, by rethinking
this whole plan.
This project, like others by TxDOT, is supported by suburban interests over the objections of urban
stakeholders who feel steamrolled by what they see as a sham process that's violating their civil rights. I want
our comments to be heard. We demand a better plan.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #685.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

1581 Guadalupe Lancon

9/7/2021

Email

1582 Guillermo Garcia

9/24/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Hello good afternoon my suggestion is if there's gonna be any drainage system in place to prevent flooding
like it happens in San Antonio tx and in other city's who have lowered the highway to Ground level thanks
wouldn't it be best to have a skyway like they have in Houston TX or in Chicago or LAX thanks

Comment noted.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I oppose both Alternative 2 and Alternative 3 for I-35 in Austin.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #273.

I support a “no-build” alternative for the Capital Express Central project. I oppose adding lanes to I-35 through
Austin. Widening I-35 through Austin is not likely to ease congestion and may make traffic congestion worse
through induced demand as was seen in the Katy Freeway project in Houston.
The state should allow city residents the opportunity to address historic inequities caused by I-35’s routing
through Austin’s neighborhoods. City of Austin residents should have the option to consider and pursue
alternatives such as those proposed by Reconnect Austin and Rethink35.
Reroute all interstate traffic between 290/71(south) and 290 (north) around central Austin. Turn the existing
I35 between 290/71 and 290 into a boulevard (include lanes for bikes and pedestrians).

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

1586 Gwen Soileau

9/9/2021
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1588 Hale Umstattd
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Re-route I-35 around central Austin from 290 in South Austin to 290 in North Austin. Turn the present I-35
through central Austin into a boulevard which will include pedestrian and bike paths, landscaping and
community amenities.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Do not expand I-35. No wider and no higher. It will displace many of the families living in the proposed
expansion area.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #574.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #7.
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8/24/2021 Email
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I am submitting my strong opposition for any and all expansions of the I-35 corridor. The reason is simple: we
have known for decades that more roads generate, rather than reduce, traffic. This is a concept called
"induced demand" and it's baffling to me that despite its extremely well documented effect, discussions of
highway expansion are still ongoing. Additionally, there's the active threat of climate change to consider.
More cars on more road means more greenhouse gasses, and given the events of last winter it's clear that
Austin, and Texas more generally, cannot afford to contribute to more devastating weather events. Lastly,
more highway space displaces homes, businesses, and wildlife, and will make it even more difficult for the
most vulnerable members of our community to navigate the city without busses or cars. The ONLY viable
transit solution for Austin is to expand dedicated public transit services and methods that will reduce the
numbers of cars on our roads. Considering any other options at this point in our city's development and,
frankly speaking, our planet's climate crisis, is a complete fallacy. I am disappointed that city leaders and
TXDOT fail to grasp this, and I hope my comments can make even the smallest difference in the planning
process. Thank you for your time and attention.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #16.

I’m concerned that the design alternatives presented for I-35 so far are not taking into account evidencebased practices for minimizing traffic. The data has shown, over and over again, that merely expanding a
highway does not decrease traffic in the long term. It just incentivizes more people to drive. What the
evidence does show is that creating well-designed alternatives to driving- such as bike lanes, buses, trains,
and so on- do permanently decrease traffic.
So I’m concerned that the design alternatives at hand are essentially band-aids for a serious long-term
problem in Austin that will not be resolved without expanding public transit options.
This is important for three reasons. First, commute-length is actually connected to self-reported quality of life.
In other words, long commutes actually do make people more miserable. The UK’s Office for National
Statistics found that “commuters have lower life satisfaction, a lower sense that their daily activities are
worthwhile, lower levels of happiness and higher anxiety on average than non-commuters”(7). For commute
lengths longer than an hour, “feelings of happiness decrease with every successive minute of travel.”
(https://www.regus.com/work-us/en-us/why-the-key-to-happiness-is-a-16-minute-commute/ - this article
cites several studies along this general theme). Expanding the highway won’t decrease commute length longterm, but expanding public transit options will.
Second, this is important for health-related reasons. It’s becoming increasingly clear that there is essentially
no “safe” amount of air pollution. People who live near roadways have increased rates of asthma,
cardiovascular disease, childhood leukemia, and premature death
(https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2015-11/documents/420f14044_0.pdf). Expanding the highway
increases air pollution, and so threatens the health of Austin citizens. Expanding public transit options does
not.
Third, highways have well-known impact on the environment/ global warming. Increasing public transit
options is a sustainable way to mitigate our impact on climate change. Expanding highways over and over
again (and never actually solving the traffic problems we’re trying to solve!) is not.
I support Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation, economic,
environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including Reconnect Austin,
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Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of I-35 through
Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National Environmental Policy
Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for I-35 thorough
reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.

1591 Haley Rushing

9/15/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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Ask: Bury 35 instead of expanding 35 at street level.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #247.

I live on the east side and often have to cross 35 to walk to UT or downtown. In order to do so, I need to cross
a dangerous busy street and then in some cases walk across a very narrow sidewalk flanked by cars.
I love Austin and care deeply about its development. 35 is a piece of infrastructure that ruins the walkability
and healthy expansion of the city. We need to bury it instead of making it bigger. Please! We have such an
opportunity here to make this city better for years and years to come. Let's use this great opportunity to
improve the situation instead of making it worse by expanding the number of ground-level lanes on 35.

1593 Hana Hight

9/18/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I am writing to express my opposition to the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals
for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
Expanding one of the most dangerous highways in Austin not only showcases little regard for Texas drivers. It
makes it clear that the environment, in addition to the socioeconomic divides that I-35 represents for Austin's
citizens, have been ignored for the sake of potential profit.
On February 27th 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1595 Hanna Liebermann

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I am very opposed to expanding I-35 as it would further divide the two halves of our city. The expansion
would destroy housing stock and businesses and would increase noise and pollution. I would love it if TXDOT
valued what residents of Austin, especially those who live in impacted areas, more heavily than others. I am
completing this on the last possible day because it honestly feels useless. The State is obsessed with dunking
on Austin, and TXDOT has not done a good job listening to communities in the past. The State should use our
transportation tax dollars for things other than just building highways. I-35 shouldn’t be expanded. If people
driving through Austin don’t want traffic, they should use the toll roads to go around.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1598 Hannah Cowart

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Hi there,
I am a constituent in South Austin and would very much like the committee to explore other alternatives to
mitigate traffic and please do not expand I-35. Our city desperately needs to expand public transportation
options and STOP expanding our highways. If we want to combat traffic we need to start moving away from
relying solely on individual methods of transportation, not encouraging people to drive more. The I-35
expansion will only further divide the west and east sides of Austin and increase the wealth gap. Hundreds if
not thousands of people move here every year, we cannot keep encouraging people to drive everywhere. We
need better carpool options, more bus routes, we DEFINITELY need to expand the MetroRail. My office is on
Riverside and I live off Slaughter-- there's no way for me to get to work without driving unless I take 3-4 bus
routes and have 2-3 hours to spend. Traffic at the Slaughter/35 intersection is miserable, but even if we added
lanes, traffic will only increase and become more congested as more people move here. Please add more bike
lanes and public transportation and make our city safer for people who want to walk. Please do not expand I35.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #685.
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Hi there,
I am a constituent in South Austin and would very much like the committee to explore other alternatives to
mitigate traffic and please do not expand I-35. Our city desperately needs to expand public transportation
options and STOP expanding our highways. If we want to combat traffic we need to start moving away from
relying solely on individual methods of transportation, not encouraging people to drive more. The I-35
expansion will only further divide the west and east sides of Austin and increase the wealth gap. Hundreds if
not thousands of people move here every year-- we cannot keep encouraging people to drive everywhere.
We need better carpool options, more bus routes, we DEFINITELY need to expand the MetroRail. My office is
on Riverside and I live off Slaughter-- there's no way for me to get to work without driving unless I take 3-4
bus routes and have 2-3 hours to spend. Traffic is miserable, but even if we added more lanes, traffic will only
increase and become more congested as more people move here (look what happened in Katy, TX!!). Please
add more bike lanes and public transportation and make our city safer for people who want to walk. Please do
not expand I-35.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #685.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1602 Hannah Hale

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1604 Hannah Nelson

1605 Hannah Turner

1606 Hannah Weems
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Comment
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9/7/2021 Virtual
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Comment
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please do not go forward with the widening of I-35. We do not need more displacement of people, and Austin
needs better solutions than this, which will ultimately not fix the problem.

I oppose all of the alternatives put forth by TxDOT for the I-35 expansion through central Austin. Leaving I-35
as it is would be better until a more thoughtful plan can be developed.
TxDOT's proposals all double down on the worst aspects of I-35 as it exists. Widening the interstate is a
terrible idea given that it runs through the heart of the city. Furthermore, studies have shown that expanding
an interstate does not improve traffic--adding lanes just attracts additional cars. TxDOT's proposals are
inadequate and behind the times. The people living in Austin deserve a proposal that take into account
climate change, aesthetics, public transit, connectivity, and modern traffic science.
This sounds like an absolute nightmare! You'd be displacing so many people and businesses to create an
eyesore of a highway. We need increased access to public transportation for than we need a 15-lane highway
through downtown.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #574
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #8.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
By TxDOT's own admission, the project is not going to improve congestion, it is simply meant to accommodate
additional projected traffic. The problem is, however, that those projections are based on past growth in
suburbs, growth that is only going to continue *if* we continue to tragically commit ourselves to the
unsustainable, unhealthy, and irresponsible suburban lifestyle and car culture of the 20th century. In other
words, TxDOT's projections are a self-fulfilling prophecy. The added capacity is only "necessary" if we continue
to make horrible decisions in our city and state infrastructure planning.
The City of Austin, along with Texan voters and tax-payers, need to do EVERYTHING in their power to prevent
ANY expansion of I-35. No design, and certainly not the proposed two "alternatives", is going to make a 20(!!)-lane highway sustainable, crossable, walkable, or bikeable. Put it underground, sure, and RECONNECT East
and West Austin. But DO NOT expand.
SO much is at stake here. Please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central
Texas, of our current and our future generations. Let's not double down on the horrible mistakes of the past.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

638

No.

Commenter Name

1608 Hannes Mandel

Entry
Source
Date
9/15/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Ms Susan Fraser,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #273.

I-35 through Austin impacts almost every aspect of life, from health, safety, and mobility to equity and
economic prosperity. But for decades, despite these considerable impacts, especially on poorer communities,
the I-35 conversation has rarely moved beyond moving vehicles quickly through central Austin.
Rebuilding I-35 through Austin cannot be yet another highway widening project. Instead of easing congestion,
widening highways actually produces more driving and worsens congestion; increases pollution, crashes, and
suburban sprawl; and worsens emergency response times. We need a different approach to I-35.
Therefore, I ask that the following issues be fully considered in the environmental scoping process for the I-35
Capital Express Central Project.
Health impacts, especially for nearby poorer communities, must be considered through a Health Impact
Assessment. Health impacts should include air and water quality, flooding, climate change impacts, noise, and
vehicle-related deaths and injuries.
I-35's past, present, and potential future equity impacts must be studied and mitigated through an Equity
Assessment. Goals should include closing socioeconomic gaps between communities, building local wealth
through tools such as value capture from improvements, protecting cultural resources, stopping displacement
and creating affordable options to allow displaced residents to return, and building equitable transit-oriented
development along and near I-35.
Accessing personal daily needs and reducing Vehicle Miles Traveled, instead of vehicle speed goals, should be
included in the I-35 purpose and need statement. This will mean working with the City of Austin to allow
destinations closer to home through better zoning; reconnecting dead end streets and equally facilitating
east-west/north-south travel; mitigating traffic spillover onto nearby streets; potentially reducing the
highway's width to maximize equitable, socially, economically, and environmentally-beneficial land use; and
helping more people to work from home.
Through the I-35 conversation, TxDOT should help achieve the goals outlined in local plans, including the
Austin Strategic Mobility Plan, City of Austin Vision Zero goals, Austin Street Design Guide, Imagine Austin
Comprehensive Plan, City of Austin Great Streets Master Plan, Austin Strategic Housing Blueprint, the Austin
Climate Equity Plan and Austin climate goals as set forth in Austin City Council Resolution 20140410-024, and
adopted Austin neighborhood plans.
TXDOT should work closely with local partners to fully consider a broad range of design alternatives that
address the above issues. These alternatives should include the ULI’s I-35 recommendations
(http://bit.ly/ULI35), the eventual plan from the Downtown Austin Alliance's Our Future 35 conversation,
Reconnect Austin (https://reconnectaustin.com), and Rethink35 (https://rethink35.com).
Finally, I ask that ALL future comment periods for this project last for 90 days or more to allow people and
organizations sufficient time for well-considered public comments.
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Thank you for considering my points. I look forward to receiving your response to my letter at the appropriate
time.

1609 Hannes Mandel

9/24/2021 Email

[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]
Dear I-35 Capital Express Central Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1432.

My name is Hannes Mandel, I am writing on behalf of the Hancock Neighborhood Association, and would like
to thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the CapEx Central Project – a project that will affect
our neighborhood, our city, and our State far beyond the immediate future. Please find attached our
neighborhood's official statement regarding the plans as they were presented at the Public Meeting at
Huston-Tillotson University on August 10, 2021, and at the Virtual Public Meeting at
https://capexcentral.mobility35openhouse.com.
We trust that you will take our comments and concerns to heart, and are committed to do our part to ensure
a livable, equitable, and sustainable future for the I-35 corridor.
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1613 Harm Van Avendonk

9/17/2021 Email
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Please put the necessary administrative effort into rerouting I-35 to SH 130, do NOT widen the highway
through central Austin, keep it at the current width max, and put it underground, ideally as a tunnel, if not
possible then with plenty wide caps and stitches.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.

You can do this. It's hardly any harder than the current plans, you just need to change your mindset and focus,
and redirect your ambition. Build for the future, instead of the 1950s.
no fucking way! smaller footprint only! spend the money now to put 35 underground, there is NO good
excuse to do it any other way!

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

641

No.

Commenter Name
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Dear Ms Fraser and Ms Dobrasko,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #1427.

We would first like to thank you and your colleagues for attending the Wilshire Wood - Delwood 1
Neighborhood Association (WWD1NA) meeting of September 2, where we discussed the TxDOT design plans
for the I-35 Capital Express Project. Many of us have used the project web site and the virtual meeting to get
an understanding of the changes that TxDOT proposes to the I-35 corridor. The neighborhood association
meeting gave us a good opportunity to ask you a few additional questions.
The WWD1 neighborhood is located on the east side of I-35, south of Airport Boulevard. The Northwestern
railroad, where Capital Metro provides passenger service, forms the southern border of this neighborhood. I35 is used by residents of WWD1 to drive to different parts of Austin, but it is also a major barrier between
East and Central Austin, and a source of air and noise pollution. The future form of the interstate highway is
therefore of great importance to all the residents of our neighborhood.
In this letter we focus on the relative merit of the Build Alternatives 2 and 3 of the Capital Express Project. We
have a few additional comments that may help improve these design plans. We also encourage TxDOT to
integrate the vision of the City of Austin and several Austin community groups who think broadly about ways
to move people to their destinations. A 20-lane highway will use valuable space in Austin, contribute to global
warming, and it will have a negative impact on air quality in central Texas. Further investments in mass
transit, pedestrian and bicycle routes are necessary to develop a safe and sustainable approach to meet
Austin’s traffic challenges.
From the feedback that we have received on the design plans for I-35 it is clear that a great majority of the
people in the Wilshire Wood – Delwood 1 neighborhood favors Build Alternative 2 over Build Alternative 3.
We welcome the initiative of TxDOT to reduce the vertical profile of I-35 and to mitigate traffic noise in this
section of central Austin. By lowering the main lanes and managed lanes of I-35 below street level, TxDOT can
make the interstate highway less noticeable in the adjacent neighborhoods, and improve east-west
connectivity. Build Alternative 3 is not preferred, largely because the upper deck for four managed lanes will
be highly visible, and likely cause more traffic noise.
We have four other comments on the plans that TxDOT has presented to the public:
1) The west end of Wilshire Boulevard is an important entry way for our neighbors to the main lanes of I-35. In
the TxDOT design plans, the Wilshire Boulevard on-ramp approximately coincides with an off-ramp from the
managed lanes to the northbound I-35 frontage road. The safety of this intersection must be considered.
2) The proposed closure of the underpass adjacent to the Hancock mall in Build Alternatives 2 and 3 removes
an option for cyclists and pedestrians to cross I-35 west of WWD1. This underpass is currently an east-west
connection in Austin’s Neighborhood Bikeways plan. It is our wish that people of all ages and ability can also
cross the future I-35 on foot and by bike. Perhaps the planned path along the railroad bridge across I-35 will
work as a substitute, but both the grade and the length of this bridge must be evaluated for persons of limited
mobility.
3) During the September 2 WWD1 neighborhood association meeting we learned that a cap on I-35 between
the railroad and Airport Boulevard is now also considered as a possible feature of the I-35 design plans. This
addition would reduce the environmental impact of the interstate highway on adjacent neighborhoods. The
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WWD1 neighborhood would like to see that this option is included in future plans of TxDOT.
4) The alley that runs parallel and north of Crestwood Road terminates in the west against the turn lane
between I-35 and Airport Boulevard. The current design plans do not indicate how the alley will end here. The
alley is used by residents, utility vehicles, and for trash collection. If it does not compromise traffic safety at
the I-35/Airport intersection it would be preferable to keep both ends of the alley open.
The WWD1 Neighborhood Association values efforts of TxDOT and the City of Austin to improve traffic safety
and to minimize the environmental impact of the future I-35 on central Austin’s neighborhoods. In our view
the unique and historic nature of Wilshire Wood, much of which is a National Register Historic District, can be
preserved if a range of transportation solutions are considered, and if the design plans for the I-35 corridor
place a high priority on the health and environmental integrity of adjacent neighborhoods. We therefore look
forward to having representation from our neighborhood association in the Section 106 review process when
those meetings commence. The WWD1NA is also committed to having a constructive discussion on all the
issues raised above.
Sincerely,
Thad Swiderski (President)
Jane O’Brien (Vice-President)
Harm Van Avendonk (Secretary)
Karen Latta (Treasurer)
Wishire Wood –Delwood 1 Neighborhood Association

1615 Harold Dodd

9/17/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
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independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1616 Harold Dodd

1617 harrism

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Email

I oppose expansion of I35 corridor through central Austin.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion
of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the strong options that are on the table for expansion. It is important to move forward with one
of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through downtown can occur and keep Austin
moving.

1619 Harrison Wright

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.
I do not support any proposed expansion of I-35. We will spend billions of dollars on a project that will make
traffic worse while it's under construction, and will never keep up with future demands. It will induce more
demand for driving, increase pollution, and still divide the east/west downtown areas - which are the most
prosperous land for the city.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #1427.

We must accept that 35 alone will not meet transportation demands. We need state money to fund different
modes of transportation - more walkability, more bike infrastructure, more public transportation. TX DOT
should be working better TRANSPORTATION as a whole, not just more roads.

Given that, I would support a cap and stitch approach. We should be re-claiming land from 35 for the city,
which could drastically impact city revenues, not taking more land away. This is the most productive land in
the city, and we should convert it back into a boulevard with public spaces and more development
opportunities. Let's truly connect the east/west stretch of downtown, not just build a bike bridge over some
lanes. Give this space back to the citizens, to small business owners, to small scale developers.

This approach will never solve the problems Austin is facing. It is more of the same policies, which have gotten
us to where we are today. Please reconsider.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write in strong opposition to the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as
part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project. I lived at 1017 E 44th and attended nearby Lee Elementary
School in the 1940s and I now live near Park Blvd & Red River, in sight of the upper deck of I-35. I walk or bike
under I-35 regularly every week and I am greatly distressed at how this Interstate splits our neighborhood and
produces a high level of noise and air pollution. Please do NOT increase the footprint and the carrying
capacity of the I-35 scar on our inner city neighborhood. To do so would be a travesty. Please please heal the
scar, do not worsen it!
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1621 Hart Liddell

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1622 Harvey Davis

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1624 Heather Bland-Ho

9/15/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1626 Heather Kuhn

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1627 Heather McKinney

9/8/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I strongly oppose Alternative #2 and #2 and believe that TxDOT should be considering the three community
alternatives. TxDOT's current options are a disaster for the vitality of the City of Austin and are poor planning.

See response to comment #33.
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I am disappointed that we have the opportunity to fix the division and destruction that IH35 has had on our
city, and that TXDOT is really only open to make it worse.
The opportunity is now to cap and stitch back the fabric of our community. Please do not widen the gap, and
the division of east and west. Please do the cap and stitch through central Austin. Fix it. Don't make it worse.

See response to comment #13.

The current plan only further divides the city and the community. You have an opportunity to fix what has
completely ruined our beautiful city. East Avenue was a gorgeous boulevard. The physical division, destroying
homes, businesses, and community, using this barrier to punish people of color. Use this opportunity to fix
this. Remove the upper decks, bury all necessary lanes, do not widen further, eating into the neighborhoods.
Do not destroy the businesses that have done their best despite being under an oppressive highway.
Cap and stitch. Make it parks, or a boulevard, or mixed use. No more unnecessary highways. If Dallas can do
this, so wan we. Dallas. I am not talking about another state. I am talking about our state, we can do this, and
TXDot already has.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
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1629 Heather Telo

1630 Heather Telo
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Meeting
Comment
Form

9/9/2021

Email

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
We have an opportunity to fix IH35. We have an opportunity to heal our community, to bring people
together, not force them further apart. This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to right the wrong that that
divided our city. We need to show the world and our neighborhoods what a wonderful and progressive city
we really are, and bring people together, not further divide.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1632 Hector Martell

1633 Hector Saldana

8/23/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
Form
9/1/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
TX Dot has unilaterally decided on the build alternate without regard for community feedback. The two
alternatives being considered are largely identical. This process has not been carried out equitably.
The build alternative #1 is closer to the preferred community visions and closer to what I would support.
Please slow the process down and respond to community feedback.
I would love to see Toll Road 130 replaced with I-35. Instead of displacing central Austin businesses and
residences, the center of the city would have the opportunity to become truly world class.

See response to comment #271

See response to comment #19.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1635 Helen Bone

9/24/2021 Virtual
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I don't think any of the proposed plans are even slightly good options for I-35. They seem like a bandaid
approach - temporarily relieving traffic but not addressing a sustainable option.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
It has been demonstrated time and time again that adding more lanes to highways only makes traffic worse.
Look to any of the recent highway projects in Houston as examples - 290, I-10, and soon enough 59 and 288
all have expanded footprints over the years and all it has led to is more cars and longer rush hours. Instead of
merely adding lanes to highways and building more highways, TXDoT and the city of Austin need to focus on
ways to alleviate the congestion by reducing the volume of cars on the road. Robust public mass transit,
walkable communities with destinations (like the grocery store, restaurants, and parks) within safe walking
distance, and infrastructure that supports non-car transportation options (such as bike lanes separate from
the road, bike racks at convenient locations, and safe and maintained sidewalks for pedestrians) all, when
implemented well and with a holistic view on the community, reduce the amount of cars on the road.
Highway congestion simply isn't solved by bulldozing communities and pushing destinations further and
further afield to make room for highway lanes.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I support the Rethink35 highway-to-boulevard vision.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1638 Helen Jobes

1639 Helen Ralowicz

1640 Helen Weicker
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
i am in favor of expanding IH 35 to meet the future needs of Austin traffic.

See response to comment #7.

Austin is a booming city with soaring property values which means more tax revenue. I strongly feel that
spending more money on the solution that displaces the fewest businesses and people is well worth it. Why
not do everything we can keep this a place people want to work and live, to keep this a community?

See response to comment #160.

TexDot, City of Austin,

See response to comment #6.

At a time when enlightened government entities are paying more attention to UNDOING the damage caused
by poorly planned transportation improvements to our established lower income and minority communities,
it is particularly egregious that the current State of Texas I-35 Cap Ex Central plan for widening I-35 is to the
further detriment of local businesses, homes, and neighborhoods that have, for years, born the brunt of the
expansion of I-35 and the health and social hazards that have come with it. More enlightened plans have been
discussed and further damage to these local constituencies CAN be avoided. We urge you to go back to the
drawing board, seek enlightened ideas about the future of Texas transportation and try again. Thank you for
your service on behalf of ALL of Austin.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I moved to Austin this summer after visiting central Texas for several years. Every year, I-35 is more
dangerous, more sprawling and more confusing, with ad hoc ramps and exits. We need a better way for
Austinites to get around. We need a more rational method for goods and services to flow through Travis
county. More lanes is not the answer we need to grow the city and our economy.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1642 Henry Churchyard

9/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
In the area which most interests me and will have the most impact on me (north of Downtown and south of
Airport), your plans ("Alternatives") for upgrading I-35 unfortunately seem to me to be a lot like old dumb
1970s-style freeway plans. It sure looks like TXDOT really wanted to build a roadway 12 lanes wide, but then
grudgingly scaled it down to what it thought was a politically-feasible maximum number of lanes, without
much concern for the local neighborhood, or for attempting to make I-35 less of a barrier between East Austin
and the rest of Austin. As a pedestrian, I've crossed I-35 many times to get to or from Fiesta Mart, either on
the bridge over the main traffic lanes at 38th 1/2 street, or at the underpass beneath the main traffic lanes
(between where the mineral store and Wendy's now are, south of the railroad), and it wasn't fun, but it was
mostly safe. Looking at the map, that area under your future plans seems like it will be a nightmare for
pedestrians to cross. There certainly will still be a bridge or bridges at 38th 1/2 street, but I'm not too sure
how pedestrians would use it.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.

More generally, it simply won't be worth it to go through all that expense and years of disruptive
construction, unless what will be built will be a clear and significant improvement over what exists now, and
that simply does not seem to be the case for the segment north of Downtown and south of Airport. There will
theoretically be some incremental improvements, and a number of boxes on the traffic engineer's checklist
will be checked off, and the annoying upper/lower ramp system will be eliminated, but the result will simply
not justify the huge expense and years of disruption. I can understand the impulse to scale back a visionary
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futuristic plan which seems extravagantly expensive, but sometimes when you eliminate all the futuristic
visionariness, what is left over is simply not enough better than what already exists to justify construction.
North of downtown, eliminating all the visionary stuff unfortunately left something which looks a lot like old
dumb 1970s-style freeway plans, even though many individuals at TXDOT are aware that many in Austin hate
that kind of thing. The decision to go ahead with it anyway might look to some like TXDOT is taunting
Austinites and/or in favor of bulldozing and pouring concrete for their own sake...

1643 Henry Curtis

8/23/2021 Email

1644 Henry DeAngelis

8/27/2021 General
Website
Comment
Form

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
I am outraged that Alternative #1 for the I-35 Capital Express Central project has been removed as one of the
alternatives for rebuilding this section of I-35 through the central part of Austin. The reasoning described in
the Alternatives Evaluation Report sounds like a bunch of excuses. This is the year 2021, and the technology
for this kind of tunneling is well-known and been in use for decades.

See response to comment #16.

See response to comment #271

For nearly 20 years there have been proposals dangled in front of the residents of Austin to tunnel I-35 lanes
through central Austin. Now, at the last minute when coming down to selecting an alternative, this option is
suddenly pulled off the table. This leaves us with Alternatives #2 and #3, both of which only rip a wider scar
through central Austin, and it is not what people who live in central Austin want. We're being ignored, and it
seems like the tunnel project was only intended to placate Austinites, while this whole project for central I-35
is really a "bait and switch". TxDOT is just proposing more of the "same old, same old" construction approach
it has been doing for 40 years: wider and wider and wider roads.
Austin is now becoming the 10th largest city in the entire country. And this stretch of I-35 through central
Austin is the most congested in the state. TxDOT has managed to spend hundreds of billions of dollars to
rebuild congested highways in the center of cities like Houston and Dallas and San Antonio. Austin deserves
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the same kind of attention and level of resources to fix our congested highways, and I-35 through Central
Austin needs and deserves a better solution than alternatives #2 and #3.
I am against alternatives #2 and #3 for the I-35 Capital Express Central project. Bring back alternative #1.

1645 Henry Morgan

1646 Herbert Blanco

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Please don't expand I-35. Please cap and bury.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1648 Herman Hindriks

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1649 Hettie Jordan-Vilanova
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
IH35 is a parking lot. You have widened it, stacked it, even built tool roads with Saudi $$ and still it can not
accommodate the volume. So perhaps it is time to consider alternate transportation systems....a rail system
that actually serves the Dallas to San Antonio traffic, add a CAR transport so folks can have a car when they

See response to comment #8.
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reach their destination, a local internal to the city light rail which allows the suburbanites to commute to work
without a car...LA has not solved its transportation issues with bigger highways. Why would TEXAS???

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

Response

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. Those alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of
life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
local goals.

1651 Heyden Walker

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central Texas.
[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Other PDF Attachments."]
Dear Cap Ex Central Project Team,
Sharing these wise words, which are the result of Sinclair Black’s 60 years of urban design work. Much of
Austin is beloved because of Sinclair’s tireless dedication and far-reaching vision for our city.
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See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #1427.
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Dear Cap Ex Central Project Team,

See response to comment #19.

Consider the Recommended Designation Switch
The current practice of tolling traffic on SH130, and not tolling traffic on I-35, incentivizes through traffic to
stay on I-35, increasing congestion. Switching the designations would incentivize long distance traffic to go
around Austin. Switching the designations is required because federal law does not currently allow existing
interstate capacity to be tolled. The switch would not add any new tolling, but rather would structure tolling
to move traffic off the existing I-35.
** TxDOT should be considering this switch as part of the alternatives analysis **
In 2011 the Texas Transportation Commission appointed a group of leaders from along the I-35 corridor
statewide. The Corridor Advisory Committee created a plan, which according to the report, held the longest
running, robust, and direct public engagement process in the history of transportation in Texas. There are
valuable insights and data in this report. The I-35 Corridor Advisory Committee Plan had 5 top
recommendations, including:
“Redesignating SH 130 from Georgetown to SH 45 SE as I-35, removing the tolls on this portion of SH 130 and
widening it to six lanes. Additionally, convert one lane in each direction of the current I-35 to a dynamically
priced managed-lane.”
It is worth noting that TxDOT is already constructing flyovers at I-35/183 so that traffic will be able to use the
new toll and general-purpose lanes that are under construction on 183 East (Bergstrom Expressway). TxDOT
has long known that they must complete and open 183 East before they can start to tear up I-35, so they are
already thinking about how to take trips off what is currently I-35.
TxDOT has done two pilot projects that lowered toll rates on SH 130 to determine whether trucks would be
motivated to use SH130 if costs were reduced. In a nutshell, they were. The Texas Transportation Institute
Report “Incentives for Truck Use of SH 130” notes that there is considerably more truck traffic on I-35 than SH
130, but that trucks moved over when the toll on SH 130 was lowered. Interestingly the report notes that
trucking companies do not like to use toll roads, which would be a great argument for tolling the highway that
is currently called I-35.
Also of note, in 2018, 26% of Austin’s citywide traffic fatalities occurred in the I-35 corridor. Moving the
majority of 18 wheelers to SH 130 would have a significant impact on that egregiously high fatality rate.
I-35 is critical for transit service, which efficiently moves people. Tolling all or part of the existing I-35 would
give buses a predictable trip into and out of Austin (much like Mopac does today).
I-35 is facing years of engineering work, public engagement, Federal environmental review, followed by years
tearing up the existing facility and re-construction. Switching the designation would be much quicker
(perhaps accomplished 10 years sooner), with the benefits to transit realized sooner. Last November
Austinites voted in favor of funding Project Connect (long range transit plan). The designation switch would be
a rapid and significant way to simultaneously improve transit and mitigate some of the congestion on I-35.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

660

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

TTI’s Mobility Investment Priorities Project study in 2013 found that 82% of trips on I-35 in Austin are “local.”
This highlights the opportunity to toll local trips, while making long distance trips free. Tolling makes the
transit trip more attractive because people start to weigh the cost of the bus ticket against the cost of the toll
(as they now do on Mopac). We cannot mitigate congestion in a rapidly growing city, unless we give people
options and change their behaviors.
Bringing people into Austin’s core will be critical as we continue to grow. We have 80,000 + people on the UT
Austin Campus daily, 23,000 jobs currently at the State Office Complex (and that will grow significantly with
the new office buildings being constructed). Plus, there are 96,000 jobs and about 20,000 residents in
downtown Austin. The Downtown Austin Alliance has estimated we can double the amount of residential,
office and retail uses that currently exist in downtown Austin. Soon we will have South Central Waterfront
(old Statesman site), new buildings at the state capital complex, and additional growth around UT. This
massive workforce, concentrated in a small geographic area, makes transit a very real choice for work
commutes.
One could argue that it would be fiscally responsible to the taxpayers of Texas to first switch the designations,
then study how the switch impacts congestion and improves transit on I-35. We know from modeling that
there is an enormous amount of latent demand in the system and that local trips will increase with any new
construction. Why not set up a tolling system that captures revenue from those local trips, while making it
easier for long distance freight to go around Austin? Future toll revenue could then be used to rebuild the I-35
corridor in a way that gives people more travel choices, increases connectivity, and promotes the creation of
tax base.
With both the designation switch and building tax base in the I-35 corridor, the State of Texas could realize
two methods for generating revenue in this corridor. Revenue that both pays for improvements in the I-35
corridor and keeps paying dividends in perpetuity.
Thank you for including these considerations on the official public record for I-35 Cap Ex Central,
Heyden
Heyden Black Walker
CNU-A, National Walking College Fellow
Director of Planning
Black + Vernooy Architecture and Urban Design
208 W. 4th St., Ste. 3A, Austin, TX 78701
Wk 512-474-1632 Cell 512-657-1937
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[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment # 6.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment # 4.
See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #273.

Please find feedback responses below and attached.
Thank you to your attention to this matter.

1654 Hilary Thomas-Oliver

1655 Hill Abell

9/7/2021
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Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/13/2021 Email

I do not support the plan to bulldoze houses and businesses along the I-35 corridor in downtown Austin to
make room for lane expansions. We can be so much smarter than this. We can invest in public transportation,
we can enhance peripheral freeways to create a loop that bypasses downtown. What happened to the plan to
bury the freeway? I loved that idea!

Please don’t move forward with this awful, literally destructive, short-sighted plan to widen I-35. Please don’t
do this.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #273.

I write to express my strong opposition to the proposed expansion of IH-35 in central Austin.
I encourage you, in your capacity as a leader in central Texas who has a responsibility to make sound, practical
decisions for how we manage our transportation infrastructure, to familiarize yourself with the concept of
induced demand. It's referred to as the fundamental law of road congestion: New roads will create new
drivers, resulting in the intensity of traffic staying the same. And TxDOT leadership has admitted exactly that!
We should not spend billions of dollars to add highway capacity to a freeway that has not had an increase in
total traffic counts in over 20 years, especially considering the fact that any additional lane capacity will,
within a few short years, be filled with traffic exactly as it is today.
Global heating necessitates new solutions to meeting our transportation needs, and adding more highway
capacity that will compel more people to drive fossil fueled vehicles will only create more carbon output,
making a transition to a clean energy economy more expensive and challenging. It's time for new thinking and
new solutions, and expanding IH-35 is the epitome of the old thinking that has created the climate crisis we
find ourselves in today. We must do better, and we are depending on your leadership to help develop new
ways for us to live in central Texas.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1658 Holley Higgins

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion
of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the strong options that are on the table for expansion. It is important to move forward with one
of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through downtown can occur and keep Austin
moving.

This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.
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Yes, traffic backs up near our neighborhood east of IH35. But the plan will just add more traffic, destroy
homes and businesses and not solve the problem. The plans always seem too little too late, out of date before
they’re done and with a disastrous disregard for citizens. I’m heartbroken. We’ve lived in our home for over
40 years and planned to stay for the rest of my lives. Now where will we go? I can only think of the 183
connection debacle. More of the same to come.
Hollis Chacona on E 30th St.
As the transportation experts, how can you not see the utter insanity of 20 lanes through the city center? Buy
the 45 toll road, make it the new 35, allow through traffic to skip downtown, and look to the future with
trains, trams, real public transit where the old 35 right-of-way exists.It's beyond time to de-emphasize cars
and build meaningful transportation for the people who live and work here.

See response to comment #160.

The chronicle building should be saved! This proposal should have underground or other alternatives to
widening I-35. It won’t solve the traffic problem and will displace too many business and homes. My home
being one of them. How would you address the increased noise and pollution to my home? How would you
compensate me for a decrease in my home value because of the interstate being even closer? This house is
the only thing I have. And with everything else, this is where I live and work. Please find a better solution.
No wider, no higher. Find a way.

See response to comment #160.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I am strongly opposed to the TxDOT plan to expand I-35 by widening the highway in Central Austin. This plan
will only add to the negative effects of having I-35 cut through the center of the city, including making the
east-west crossings more burdensome for bikers and pedestrians, and destroying thriving parts of the
neighborhood including a previously affordable area for businesses (the frontage rd). The other plans for I-35,
including burying sections of the highway, would contribute to mobility and use of alternative transportation
in Austin, which is critical to our city's future and infrastructure. Additionally, our son's school, Escuelita de
Alma, is located on I-35N and would be forced to close if demolished. This is one of few affordable childcare
options in Austin and would be devastating to our family and others.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

1666 Homer Gonzalez

9/24/2021 Email

1667 Howard Greenblatt

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1668 Howard Sharp

9/9/2021

Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
I think TX DoT should consider the research which supports the idea that more lanes will only increase
demand on the freeway and not actually alleviate traffic concerns. I think the focus should shift to better
public transport, possibly in the form of subways or elevated rail. Austin has no good way to travel east to
west and yet we continue to mess with I-35. The length of construction alone should be enough to say no
because with the population growing so quickly here, who is to say by the time it is fully open that it will meet
the demands it originally set out to meet. I do not believe communities should be displaced in the name of
more driving lanes. Find a better solution.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
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independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1669 Hudson Doerge

1670 Hugh Perry

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/13/2021 Email

Do not expand I35 at all throug Austin. The highway should be removed from the city center and routed
completely around. Widening the highway is a death trap that will further destroy the city and exacerbate
traffic, reliance on cars, and global warming. Highways ruin cities. Demolish it now and begin to put Austin
back together.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #30.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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While I very much appreciate that the presentation does acknowledge the alternate proposals by groups such
as project reconnect I do not support any of the TxDOT alternatives presented here. I don’t understand why
the recommendations of project reconnect are not considered feasible. It is of course a much more involved
endeavor but in the long run it is an investment into the future of Austin. The ability to create more land that
is profitable to lease long term to developers and create tax revenue alone seems like a “win-win”. Examples
such as the big dig in Boston and the Clyde Warren park in Dallas show that this is feasible

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I hope that TxDOT will sincerely reconsider and aim high for something that is an example for other cities
across the country for the next 50years.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

1673 Hunter Ellinger

1674 Hunter Shelburne

9/14/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
Form
9/10/2021 Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I oppose both expansion proposals. They are based on assumptions about transportation patterns that will
become outmoded as we make the needed adjustments for climate change.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.

I have lived in Austin since 1956.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners,
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
It is important for us to do this now even though we might be ten years behind. Doing nothing or having a half
baked plan will only slow down the growth in the Austin area which is not wise.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
I am writing in opposition to the proposed TxDOT alternatives to I-35. As an Austin resident for over 12 years,
and a central Texas native having lived in other large cities (San Antonio, Houston) in Texas, it is clear to me
that expanding I-35 in width is a detriment to the city, and a missed opportunity.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #33.

As a professional in Austin working in Architecture in our city, it is clear to me, and I hope that it will be clear
to others, that a more considerate and thorough improvement of I-35 is needed, something that is much
more similar to the proposals found in the Reconnect Austin plan, or the Urban Land Institute's findings for
the Downtown Austin Alliance.

1677 Ian Fitzpatrick

9/14/2021 Email

Please consider pursuing an option that includes mass and rapid transit integral to an underground I-35, with
a significant linear park running the full length of the project along the top at street level to unify downtown
and East Austin, creating a beautiful outdoor amenity for the city while improving I-35.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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DO NOT DO THIS. It makes NO sense, unless the true motive at play is to do as much damage to Austin as
possible. Expanding 35 in this manner is the literal OPPOSITE of what should be done.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1427.

The goal should be to reconnect the east and west side while moving as much through traffic as possible
around Austin. For too long, 35 has been a physical manifestation of east-west segregation, and it has to go.

There have been some plans put forth to cap and bury 35 through Austin, and that would be far preferable.

1679 Ian King

9/9/2021

Email

Nobody on the Texas Transportation Commission has any background in urban planning, and it shows.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

TxDOT's recent proposals for I-35 and the Capital Express Central project are INSANE, WRONGHEADED, and
the OPPOSITE of what's needed for my city and I-35 in general.
And TxDOT knows this. Or at least, they used to, since last February Chairman Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Now they break the
promise, with no rational explanation, and plan to do irreparable damage to the capital city.
We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should
be independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1681 Ian Mitchell

9/23/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.”
Instead, TxDOT is ignoring that promise, and instead threatens to widen I-35's footprint, appropriating 32
acres of privately-owned land and destroying more than 140 local homes and businesses. This is theft.
Hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to seriously
consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, such as routing the freeway via SH-130 and including community
proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch.
TxDOT’s two "alternatives" are functionally identical.
We can do better than TxDOT's land-thieving, big-government socialist proposals.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1683 Ibai Rigby

9/20/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1685 Ilse Frank

1686 Ingrid Mason
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Austin doesn't need or want a widened highway dividing our city. It is a taking of Austin landowner's land and
an eyesore for our city. Listen to what we have been asking for so long - to bury our highway with parks and
public space on top which will enhance Texas's Capital as a leader and role model for the state in: reducing
heat islands, green stormwater infrastrucuture, and additional park spaces for Texas' citizens to enjoy.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1687 Ingrid Spencer

9/2/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
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I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.

See response to comment #16.

I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.

I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

1689 Ingrid Spencer

9/9/2021

Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. The proposals are just wrong for our city and our world. I support
Reconnect Austin!
No wider and no higher? Please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin
and community plans, goals, and values.
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1690 Ingrid Spencer
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Source
Date
9/20/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1691 Ingrid Spencer
Stephi Motal

9/23/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]
Dear TxDOT leadership, state, county, and local elected officials,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1427.

Attached is a letter from the Austin Chapter of the American Institute of Architects (AIA Austin) regarding I-35
in Austin.

1692 Irene Pickard

8/20/2021 Voicemail

1693 Iris Baughman

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1694 Isaac Garcia
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Please don't hesitate to contact me with any questions.
Hello, this is Irene Pickard. I'm an Austin resident. I do not live very close to I-35, but I am horrified at your
expansion plans. I think it would make more pollution, it would cause more problems, and it would not
appreciatively solve traffic problems. Please do something like leaving the overhead lanes, the overpasses, or
tunneling. I understand it's more expensive, but I think our city is worth it. Thank you very much. Bye-bye.
Hello! Please do not expand i35. This project will directly impact my neighborhood. And for what? More
highway means more cars on the highway. i35 is already a dangerous nightmare. Please funnel resources into
public transit instead of expanding the most problematic transportation option in town.

The plan to widen the highway will do nothing to ease congestion in and through Austin, and will only further
divide the downtown and East Austin communities. If we’re going to spend all that money, the best thing
would be to burry 35 through central Austin and allow new life to spring forth over the highway. I’d rather I35 be left alone than then have more lanes added to the highway.

See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #1427.
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1695 Isaac Kim
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Date
9/24/2021 Email
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Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I already live right by the train and the highway. The sound pollution and air pollution already has an affect on
my and my family’s mental and physical health. We have another child on the way and this construction
project will be a nightmare for the health and safety of my family. We will be forced to leave in a housing
market we cannot afford to buy in.
This traffic expansion does no good to resolve the problem.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1696 Isabel Algoe

9/18/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1697 Isabel Lanaux

9/14/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Large interstates divide communities, lead to increased air pollution to the surrounding neighborhoods, and
do little to actually alleviate traffic.

1698 Isabella Joy

9/15/2021 Email

Invest in free public transit.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1699 Isabella Peterson
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9/22/2021 Email
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Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1700 Isabella Vick

1701 Isabella Vick

8/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am not happy about these plans. Please help fund the cap and stitch! It's our tax dollars at work. The plan
also needs better pedestrian/bike crossings and better protected bike lanes and sidewalks at crossings along
the access road. It's so dangerous! People are constantly walking from the downtown to the east side- locals,
tourists, etc. It needs to be MUCH better.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #1398.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1702 Isadora McKeon

1703 Isaiah Tibbs

1704 Itzel Villarreal

8/30/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/11/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/10/2021 Email

I strongly oppose the I 35 expansion project. Throwing good money after bad on an outdated solution that
will do nothing to address traffic congestion is not in the best interest of our city.

See response to comment #6.

There are many options for I35 in future and I firmly believe no build is the way to go. This stretch could easily See response to comment #6.
be alleviated by reducing or eliminating tolls on 130. Then the large trucks that do not need to come to Austin See response to comment #19.
could go around. There is too little land for expansion and it is too much investment for too little payoff. I
favor not expanding the footprint of I35. Central Austin has too much to lose and little to gain.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1705 Ivan Diaz

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1706 Ivan Diaz
Brendan Wittstruck
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9/20/2021 Virtual
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[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.

"09 April 2021
Dear Mr. Bass, Ms. Fraser, Mr. Ferguson and Ms. Behunek,
As part of the Public Scoping Period #2 for the I-35 Capital Express Central Project, the North Central I-35
Neighborhood Coalition (NCINC) is pleased to submit our scoping feedback to encourage a positive process
and outcome for the project. NCINC now comprises twelve Member Neighborhoods in North Central Austin
on both sides of I-35 in Austin City Council Districts 1, 4, and 9. We appreciate Program Manager Susan Fraser
and her team meeting with us on March 24th of this year; questions from that meeting follow this letter for
the record [Attachment A].
As a group, our daily experience is intimately tied to I-35 and we endeavor to engage with TxDOT in a
supportive fashion that is hopeful for a positive future for the highway. We are sorry to say that TxDOT has
not met our communities’ expectations in its responses to feedback from the previous Public Scoping Period
that concluded in December 2020.
We reiterate our previous request that public comment periods be no less than sixty (60) days in length. The
limited duration of TxDOT’s current scoping periods is insufficient for the public at large to educate
themselves, share information with each other, and provide feedback on a project of this magnitude. As most
of our Member Neighborhoods have not had time in this 30-day period to sufficiently discuss TxDOT plans
with their members, the feedback we are providing here is representative of our concerns as an organization
but should not be construed as representing an official position of any Neighborhood Association or other
organization.
At this point, we do not have enough information on TxDOT’s Design Alternatives to engage in a discussion of
their merits and drawbacks. The profile diagrams and illustrations supplied in the current scoping period are
insufficient for us to provide meaningful feedback on any of the Design Alternatives. Specifically, we request
reasonably detailed treatments for the length and location of ramps and intersections in the north central
area of the Central Segment (including at Airport Boulevard, where previous TxDOT concepts have shown
intersection designs that are inappropriate for use in an urban core and substantially impair access for
bicyclists and pedestrians) as well as surface street design elements including design speed, posted speed,
lane widths, bicycle facilities, street trees, and facilities to meet the Americans with Disabilities Act and Texas
Accessibility Standards.
Additionally, the Design Alternatives presented are not suitable for comparative study. The three Alternatives
are functionally nearly identical to one another, with only minor variations between Alternatives 2 and 3 and
without any variation in the vehicle carrying capacity of the designs. There can be no objective comparison of
concepts that are too similar to generate tangible differences in
evaluation outputs. This is evident in TxDOT’s omission of air quality as an evaluation metric, despite the
obvious science that Design Alternatives that do not expand capacity would result in fewer emissionsproducing vehicle miles traveled. TxDOT has eschewed community requests for “community alternatives” or
alternative alignments that could provide invaluable side-by-side scoring of TxDOT’s evaluation criteria. While
NCINC has never formally discussed or taken a position on existing community-generated concepts–including
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Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, the recommendations of the Downtown Austin Alliance’s ULI Study, and a
designation switch to 183 or SH 130–we offer that these designs are templates already available to TxDOT
with the potential to create a more appropriately diverse range of Design Alternatives for environmental
review.
Despite these concerns, NCINC and its Member Neighborhoods continue to work tirelessly to engage with
TxDOT’s process, review plans for I-35, and share information with affected stakeholders. While the feedback
we provide here is by no means comprehensive, it represents several key issues of discussion that require
revision to or further clarification of TxDOT’s draft scoping documents:
Environmental Justice
The Austin community has resoundingly called upon TxDOT to acknowledge the past and present role of I-35
in reinforcing segregation and placing disproportionate harm upon communities of color as part of this
project. The current draft scoping materials fall far short of meeting this demand. Specifically, we call for the
Project Purpose and Need to explicitly recognize how previous planning processes for I-35 systematically
undermined the health and agency of communities of color, many of whom were not even legally able to vote
when I-35 was first constructed. We further call on TxDOT to undertake specific outreach to communities of
color and historically underserved communities, preferably in concert with the City of Austin and the City of
Austin’s Equity Office, as part of the planning, design, and construction process for I-35.
NCINC supports the feedback provided by the Holy Cross Neighborhood Association and the Our Future 35
Scoping Working Group in calling for TxDOT to substantively address the past harms of the planning process,
construction, and legacy of I-35 as an integral part of this environmental planning process.
East-West Connectivity
We acknowledge that removing the upper decks will be a positive development that has strong support
among our Member Neighborhoods; however, their removal is not a sufficient measure if it comes as part of a
project that does not also make substantial progress in providing high-quality, well connected, and safe
surface streets and crossings and improve the resilience of a multi-modal local street grid.
As we have previously stated, east-west connectivity is a primary concern for NCINC. Despite TxDOT stating
that this is a key project goal, the current available information on the Design Alternatives show that TxDOT is
providing no improvement to east-west connectivity as part of this project and in some cases may be making
it worse. The Design Alternatives show no new east-west crossings of any kind in the north central segment,
despite our repeated requests for additional crossings and the City of Austin’s recommendation of no more
than a half mile between crossing opportunities. TxDOT has indicated to us that a pedestrian crossing north of
51st Street is under study, although this is not available in public materials. We request detailed schematics
for this crossing and repeat our request that TxDOT conduct a full study of all potential connections across I35 through the north central area.
NCINC supports the feedback from the Cherrywood Neighborhood Association [Attachment B] in calling for
frontage roads that are low-speed, multi-modal-friendly routes that support the development of vibrant
residential areas and commercial retail destinations.
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Noise and Air Quality
The neighborhoods along I-35 through north central Austin are among the closest in proximity to I-35.
Fittingly, we have many questions about how sound mitigation will be handled in this project. We request
additional information from TxDOT on how sound attenuation will meet Federal requirements; how property
owners, residents, commercial tenants, and neighborhood organizations will be able to provide feedback; and
how TxDOT’s methodology will account for differing vehicle speeds and actual and perceived noise at all times
of day and year.
In addition to sound attenuation, special attention must be paid to localized air quality and the effects of air
pollutants and particulates on nearby residents. As we have yet to see metrics on current air quality and
anticipated changes to it as a result of the project, our Member Associations have reason for concern
regarding the impact of additional vehicle lanes on local air quality and associated respiratory health. We
request that TxDOT add the assessment of localized air quality impacts and associated health impacts on
north central residents to the evaluation criteria.
Land Acquisition
It is evident to NCINC that TxDOT’s intentions for this project require the taking of properties or portions of
properties along I-35 and this is an element of the project that is of significant concern to Member
Associations. We request additional information specific to what properties are anticipated to be affected,
including properties to be acquired and adjacent properties, and through what means TxDOT proposes to
acquire them. We further ask that TxDOT limit right-of-way expansion to only what is necessary for
transportation purposes, or no greater than approximately half the depth of the lots facing the frontage road,
whichever is less.
Historic Preservation
The Wilshire Historic District abuts I-35 and is recognized as a National Register Historic District under Federal
law. As such, we understand construction or roadway projects, including TxDOT’s plans for I-35, are subject to
Section 106 (16 U.S.C. 470f) review. We request additional information on how TxDOT plans to address this
review and impacts from the proposed construction.
NCINC supports the feedback from the Wilshire Wood-Delwood I Neighborhood Association [Attachment C] in
requesting detailed feedback on how TxDOT will meet Federal requirements regarding effects on the Historic
District’s design, cultural, and environmental integrity.
Local Enhancements
Finally, we stress that Austin has grown and evolved as a city considerably in the decades since I-35 was first
constructed. In this time, north central Austin–which was on the very edge of city limits when construction
began on the highway–has become an increasingly urban center of activity and companion to the downtown
area. We call on TxDOT to recognize the contemporary context of north central Austin and provide designs for
I-35 that reflect this character, rather than reinforcing the suburban character of the highway’s original
construction.
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In particular, we ask that the local enhancement (“cap and stitch”) area under study by the City of Austin and
TxDOT, presently limited to the downtown area (between Lady Bird Lake and 15th Street), be extended into
north central Austin. This concept will provide clear community benefits to the downtown area and would
arguably provide even more demonstrable value to the residential neighborhoods fronting I-35 in north
central Austin. NCINC is committed to working with the City of Austin to broaden the scope of its local
enhancement study, and we request that TxDOT also provide design consideration for future capping of I-35
through north central Austin in addition to downtown.
In closing, after review of the available materials provided by TxDOT in the Public Scoping Period #2, NCINC
does not endorse any Design Alternative in its current form. We call on TxDOT to examine a greater range of
Design Alternatives and alignments in order to produce a meaningful study of diverse design ideas that
address the myriad community needs for mobility, safety, quality of life, and acknowledgment of past harms
such that they are not repeated.
In order to achieve this, we call on TxDOT to expand the Project Purpose and Need to address long- standing
harms against communities of color enforced and embodied by I-35, bolster grid resilience and access for all
ages and abilities by adding crossings and meeting the City of Austin’s standards for surface street design and
character. We also ask for TxDOT to re-evaluate its responses to our community feedback in a way that
encourages a meaningful dialogue throughout this environmental process with people who will live with the
outcome of this project for a generation or more.
We look forward to continuing our work on this important project with TxDOT in the next stages of
public engagement and throughout the conclusion of the environmental process.
Sincerely yours,
Brendan Wittstruck, Chair
North Central I-35 Neighborhood Coalition (NCINC)"

1707 Ivan Diaz

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
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independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1708 Ivanna English

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1710 J Emil Hunziker

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital
Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Alternatively and better, move I35 outside of.central Austiin.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1711 J J
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These plans are ridiculous and don't scale for the future. You are basically adding 2 managed lanes in both
directions. That isn't going to help anything when this project is done and future Austin will be in the same
problem now.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #15.

North and South should each have 10 lanes minimum. Managed lanes don't seem like they help at all. Look at
Mopac, the traffic is worse unless you are rich and can pay almost $10 a day to drive on a publicly funded
road. If there is some truth to managed lanes working, you should provided much better data and analysis of
those facts.

Agree that bikes path and walking trails should be added to new construction only. DO NOT remove lanes or
make existing lanes smaller just to add these. You introduce more traffic and higher possibility of accidents
when making existing lanes smaller.

Remember this is Austin, not Dallas or Houston. Putting concrete everywhere wont work here. Be sure to
landscape and hide concrete with trees, shrubs, etc...

Money - There should be no need for bonds, or adding toll roads or saying that TXDOT doesn't have the
money to everything that is needed to fix IH35. You have saved billions by not doing anything to the road
since the 1950's. You need to spend whatever it takes to make it right. You kicked the can down the road for
too long, it is now time to pay up, with no complaints. There are unnecessary loops and roads in San Angelo,
Temple, Midland, etc that were built over the years, all because you didn't want to do the hard thing and fix
IH35.

Don't be afraid to look outside your box of standard engineering solutions. Ideas such as letting Boring
Company build tunnels into downtown. Or building bridges made of steel instead of ugly concrete.

1712 J. Abrams

9/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Trains/subways - It is way past time to start planning and building rail into the infrastructure. Use the existing
unused rail to build the system. It will be much cheaper than to build new.
Please don't make I-35 any wider than it already is. In fact, why not encourage as much traffic as possible to
take 130? Perhaps make 130 a non-tolled road as early as possible, call that "I-35" and take "old I-35" put it
below grade and then on the cap above, bring central and east Austin together with improved surface streets,
boulevards, etc?

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.
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A long standing promise from state officials has been broken: These currnet options are all both WIDER and
HIGHER!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

We do not need I-35 Austin to 20+ lanes or take 32 acres of land & raze more than 140 homes and businesses.
Please save Escuelita del Alma day care center, Stars Cafe, and the Austin Chronicle building- these properties
are paying the price for broken promises from our state officials.
I-35 is a disaster. The more people thar move to Austin, the worse traffic will get. Please develop the proper
infrastructure.

The TxDOT “solution” is bound to exacerbate the historical and functional issues regarding I35. It is VERY
disappointing that the more creative and effective solutions were apparently not seriously considered.

Comment noted.

See response to comment #33.

What a shame. An opportunity lost.

1716 Jack Kemp

9/23/2021 Email

Jack Downing, RA, AIA, NCARB
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
This is terrible! More car infrastructure makes everything worse for everyone, INCLUDING DRIVERS! Cities
should be for people, not cars!

See response to comment #7.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

8/26/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Email

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1720 Jack Underwood

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I have been in Austin for 42 years. I know i35 thru downtown very well. You have a few options. 1. For the
See response to comment #33.
billions you will spend on the project, subsidize tolls to individuals that enter in Buda and exit in Georgetown
(45-130) on a one way route, or the other way north to south. Commercial vehicles want to get to where they
are going but don't want to pay the expensive tolls and the scenic route of going thru downtown. 1b. Set up a
toll at Slaughter lane going north and one at St Johns going south. this will encourage commercial vehicles to
take 130 toll around Austin. 2. Widen i35 thru downtown. This sucks. Displacing citizens and their businesses,
this should have been done 40 years ago. Too late. Your only going to need to widen it AGAIN 40 years from
now. 3. Go Over i35 just like 183 did east to west from i35 to Mopac. Make it 5 lanes in each direction. It can
go OVER the existing upper level thru Austin or incorporate it into the network. Have this overpass go from
Onion Creek to say 45 @ i35 in Roundrock. 4. Tunnel under i35 as Elon Musk is doing in other areas. While a
crazy idea is is done in other parts of the world, even New York. Maintenance could be very expensive. 5. Cars
in north and south enter a conveyor belt system, like the one at the dry cleaners, and are released when they
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are unknowingly back in the state they came from...California, New York, Houston etc. IN SUMMARY: I am for
#3. And give it 1 year to build. That's right! Only 1 year. Dig some holes for some piers, but in cross beans, lay
some rebar, pour some concrete, and get out of there! 1 Year. None of this nightmare Mopac went thru
hitting hidden utilities and ancient politician graveyards. Build it up, make it wide, move on to better things.
We've got live music and festivals to get back to.!!!

1721 Jack Virostko

1722 Jackie Cobb

8/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/21/2021 Email

I think the proposed plan looks great and will help restore connection between East and West Austin. As a
neighbor of the project and I’m excited to see its completion.

See response to comment #7.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1723 Jackie Fallis

9/1/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
This plan acknowledges that it won't actually solve the problem, and even by looking at how freeways work in
other urban, metro environments we can see right now that this massive amount of spending will not provide
a long-term solution. The only way to keep up with Austin's growth and to plan for the future is to invest in
mass-transit growth - light rail and expanded bus service. These will work better for the environment, better
for the city, and better for our future. Build smart. Build accessible. Build public mass transit.

See response to comment #8.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1725 Jackson Hurst

1726 Jackson Wagner
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Meeting
Comment
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8/12/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I approve and highly support TxDOT's I-35 Capital Express Central Project. The addition of Managed Lanes to I35 will be a huge relief for people in Austin.

Really? Adding more lanes to a highway is your best idea? Rather than well funded public transportation,
you've chosen the option that is PROVEN to fail. What a horrific decision that is sure to haunt our city for
decades to come.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1728 Jacob Alamat

9/14/2021 Email

1729 Jacob Barrett

8/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
The fact that Alternative 1 is not moving forward and the recent commentary on the ULI recommendations
that caps must be locally funded by Austin whereas Dallas has its highway caps paid for by TxDOT are further
evidence that community input is not a valued piece of this process. It’s more than disappointing that Austin
and it’s surrounding communities dedicated hundreds of millions of dollars as good faith to get reconstruction
of I-35 done to benefit the region and what we’re getting is wider football fields of concrete further
perpetuating climate change, single occupancy vehicle use and unsafe vehicle speeds. Congratulations on
transplanting the Katy Freeway to Austin. We will all hate it as much here as they do there.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #30.
Current frontage road posted speeds within the project area
range between 40-50 mph. Posted speeds are determined
once construction is complete. For all proposed build
alternatives, TxDOT is lowering frontage road speeds to
35mph.
TxDOT routinely evaluates the design guidance, which includes
design speed, and must comply with federal and state
standards for highway design, including TxDOT’s Roadway
Design Manual, the AASHTO Policy on Geometric Design of
Highways and Streets and the Texas Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices.
Design speed is used explicitly for determining minimum
values for road design, such as horizontal curve radius and
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sight distance based on the roadway function and
classification. Roadway geometric design features such as
cross-section elements, lane widths, shoulder width, etc., are
determined based on the road function and safety in relation
to the design speed.
The posted speed limit is normally set at the nearest value to
the 85th percentile speed ending in 5 or 0 of the observed
speed of a group of vehicles traveling on a section of road. City
governments and TxDOT must conduct traffic and engineering
studies according to requirements outlined in TxDOT's
publication, Procedures for Establishing Speed Zones, when
setting a speed limit on the state highway system.

1730 Jacob Blacklock

9/15/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1731 Jacob Blacklock

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please do not expand the lanes of the highway. We need to move toward more people-centered changes in
urban places. If this project goes through with the widening changes proposed, it will be a generational failure
and will inevitably be torn down in the future, just as many other highways across the country have been.
Please reconsider the community alternatives and put more effort into developing your own.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1733 Jacob Eickstead

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I believe this expansion will do nothing to decrease traffic, will further degrade from the cities diversity and
further make this city more roads than people. We need infrastructure which promotes quality of life. All this
road does is increase lanes, which means increased cars, and decreased public transportation and community.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I think building more lanes in downtown Austin is a mistake. This is the same methods that have been used all
over Texas and the problem maintains. You build more lanes, more people use it, nothing changes. I would
like TxDOT to think differently and build more public infrastructure

See response to comment #6.

This highway expansion project is unnecessary and dangerous. It expands the footprint of infrastructure that
already bisects under served populations of the city. The East Side, especially south of the Lake will suffer
even more from this widening. TXDOT should select the "No Build Alternative" for during the LPA phase.
There is plenty that can be done to improve the interstate within its existing footprint. HOV lanes, tolls, and
removal of exits would all help. Taking private property for the expansion of highways is wrong. Moving
people throughout the City in other ways should be prioritized. TCDOT should instead do more to support
mass transit, pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure. If this project moves forward, there will be huge
implications for local and regional air quality, connectivity, and induced demand. Adding lanes will not solve
car traffic. Removing SOVs from interstates will improve freight throughput. The only appropriate alternatives
for this project include "no build" or burying (tunneling) the interstate through Austin while maintaining the
same footprint and lane totals.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1737 Jacob Harvey

1738 Jacob Hendrickson
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Can we please not expand i35 and add more lanes. A tunnel system or fixing the stupidly designed fly over
makes sense. Adding 2 lanes on either side and destroying property and history, does not. Thank you

Please do not expand 35. It's already something everyone actively avoids if they can. Make it bigger is a short
term band-aid "solution" that really just makes for a bigger problem long term. Cap it! Tunnel! Big cities
around the world have done this successfully! So can we!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Comment
Form
1739 Jacob Hendrickson

9/24/2021 Email

I used to live just east of 35 and would walk under it daily (for work, and to take my young daughter to
school). It's a huge smelly loud hot eyesore and barrier I experienced first hand daily for years. The traffic
generates pollution that shortens life spans for all who live near it. The last thing we need is to make it bigger.
Please consider capping and sinking and removing this awful and transforming the above ground to walkable
parks for all.
For all of the above reasons, I'm writing to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent
proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1740 Jacob Hurt

9/24/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
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Form

1741 Jacob Martinez

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The Austin infrastructure is not able to cope with the capacity and stress that is being put upon it by the
number of people who are moving to Central Texas. Adding more surface lanes will not solve the problem of
traffic congestion. Studies have shown that the more lanes you add, the affect is not an alleviated roadway,
rather an even busier roadway with the same amount of congestion. You should take notes from other major
cities around the country that had similar situations; Seattle and Boston are great examples. Instead of
installing more surface roads, they went underground. The cost may be higher, but the pay off is a system
that allows inhabitants of the cities to benefit from the lack of a congested surface road. So my suggestion is
burying I-35 and allow the East and west side of the city to finally bridge. Also an investment in the Texas 130
bypass highway around Austin for thru traffic to not get stuck in the congestion that is going to happen
regardless of how many lanes are added.
This project costs billions and will further divide Austin while also producing significant congestion in a city
that does not need more congestion. More roadways are exactly the opposite of what we need to be doing in
order to create a transportation system for generations to come. This will only increase Texas’s reliance on

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
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vehicles and produce more green house gases, and increase the urban heat island effect as well as contribute
to poor air quality for downtown and east Austin.

9/20/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I don’t live in Texas, but as a truck driver who has spent plenty of time in the state and on I-35, I strongly
oppose any proposal to widen highways, especially in urban centers.

Response

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.

New urban freeway expansion in the 21st century is absurd. We are facing a climate crisis that is largely the
result of our dependence of cars. We should be investing in alternative modes of transportation such as
walking, biking, busses, and trains, not doubling down on car infrastructure.

1743 Jacqueline Ahmad

9/22/2021 Email

These things are necessary not just for the climate, but for our health, wellness, economic viability, and
general quality of life.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1744 Jacqueline Burniske

8/21/2021 Virtual
Public
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Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please do not take down businesses and homes to widen 1-35.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.

I prefer this plan.
The plan from the Downtown Austin Alliance and the Urban Land Institute calls for adding "caps" (large decks
covering the main lanes that would run north to south) and "stitches" (widened bridges running east to west
over the highway). Proponents point to Klyde Warren Park in Dallas or the Cap at Union Station in Columbus,
Ohio.
I also prefer moving through traffic away from Austin, and rerouting the 18wheelers and non-local traffic in a
ring road or outer road. Why does non-local traffic need to go through our neighborhoods and downtown
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Austin. Divert the n-s traffic away from Austin. We have a beautiful city and don't need to prioritize trucks
driving through our city, and ruin our neighborhoods for 18-wheelers convenience.

1745 Jacqueline Erves

9/23/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
As a current resident of Austin who plans to move to East Austin in August of 2022, I encourage you to
develop more walkability, affordability, avenues, pedestrian walkways/bridges, and connect each area of
Austin through multiple metro-rails. I hate to see what is happening to Austin and wish elected officials would
listen to their constituents and NOT expand I-35. We do NOT need more lanes. We need walkability.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1747 Jacqueline Galvan

9/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.

Jacqueline Galvan
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1749 Jacqueline Okeefe

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Dear Councilmember Poole et al,
What follows is the official letter of opposition, and I agree with the objections to TxDOT’s proposal. We are in
a new century of many changes and building for this new and rapidly changing world will be better done by
abandoning old and unsatisfactory solutions for cleaner, more efficient AND more human solutions. Please
posit the environment we want, not one that serves the aging and unserviceable methods of historic
transportation.
Jackie OKeefe
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
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independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1750 Jacqueline Thomas

9/5/2021

Virtual
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Form

I wholeheartedly endorse my stepdaughter Anna Weinstein Perez’s comments and copy them here for
emphasis. All I can add is, shame on you for putting corporate/developer interests over the welfare of the
people of Austin, who have suffered for decades in countless ways from having one of the most extremely
segregated cities in the country. This suffering has been on both sides of the racist I-35 divide. It’s disgusting
that you now want to widen this chasm, and I will say it again: you should be ashamed of yourselves.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #247.

Stop picking on the little people. Remember your own vulnerability as a child, and recognize that your
youthful identification with and compassion for picked-on people is the best thing about you in your entire
life. Stop this insult to injury now

Here is what my stepdaughter wrote:

TXDOT, your plans for I-35 expansion are infuriating and tone-deaf. You dare to demolish small businesses in
central Austin to make way for a highway expansion that should always have been re-routed around the city.
Direct the traffic flow onto the 45/130 road. It is not too late to re-think changes now. Hundreds of thousands
of cars and trucks only mean to drive through Austin to get to another destination; do not subject local traffic
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to interact with passers-by and likewise, truck drivers lose money in every minute they are stuck in clogged
city traffic jams. Why oh why would you plan to widen an interstate freeway in a small city that already does
not have the infrastructure to handle its own rapid growth? Take down the upper decks as planned, make the
ground-level more accessible to pedestrians and cyclists, and stop encroaching into our neighborhoods. Many
other cities around the country are reevaluating their highways after they were so obviously built for the
purposes of segregation and greed. This plan is further evidence that independent and local citizens are on
our own in this fight, and that the state does not mean to serve us; they care about earning power from
corporations.

1751 Jacy Warwick

1752 Jaime deBlanc
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Comment
Form
8/30/2021 Virtual
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This is a terrible, expensive solution that does not actually solve the current problems we face. I say this as
someone who lives and drives this portion of highway every week, but also as a professional engineer licensed
by this State to protect the public.Eliminating businesses and housing to rebuild this stretch but not actually
reducing traffic is not the way to proceed. Its a way to waste money and keep I35 under construction for the
foreseeable future. We all know these proposed "improvements" will not actually improve Austin.
The current plan to widen I-35 into the surrounding neighborhoods would negatively impact community
amenities and small businesses in the area, as well as the quality of life for people living in residences close to
the highway.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #160.

I am writing to oppose the current expansion plan and to support the alternative proposed by the Downtown
Austin Alliance, which would reduce the space occupied by the interstate. This plan is closest to the TxDOT
proposal but would narrow the footprint of the highway, thus leaving valuable downtown Austin land still
available for use by local residences and businesses.
Although this plan is more expensive than TxDOT's current plan, the Biden administration is now prioritizing
this type of infrastructure work and so more funding for this type of plan may be available in the future.

1753 Jaime Jones

9/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Creating a plan for I-35 that helps preserve central Austin's diversity, affordability, and unique charm is a
priority for those of us who live here, and should be a priority for TxDOT too.
I am disappointed that TxDOT has taken off the table proposals to bury I35 through central Austin while
maintaining its current ROW. As a close neighbor to the highway, i would prefer to see it buried and capped,
an option that, while certainly more costly than those being considered, would be a huge boon to the city and
entire region both socially and economically.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1756 Jake Wegmann

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values. If Houston can fight to stop a misguided I-45 expansion project, then we can do the
same with I-35.

1757 Jake Woods

8/31/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1759 Jame Gavin

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1761 James Benson
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1762 James Blake
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
We are a property in the affected zone and would love to know more on what the plan looks like for us. Our
location is directly on the NB side of IH 35 and we haven’t seen anything in the mail and certainly haven’t had
a visit from anyone. Previous plans didn’t seem to call for the entire property to be lost and we don’t think it’s
necessary but want to hear from TXDOT

As a native Austinite and resident of I-35 adjacent Cherrywood neighborhood, I am disappointed to see that
once again TXDoT seems determined to ram through, without regard to community concerns, one of two
plans that do little or nothing to redress the harm that this highway has inflicted upon our city for
generations.

A preferred alternative is anticipated to be presented by
winter 2022/2023 for public review and comment. TxDOT will
meet with stakeholders who own properties that would be
impacted by this preferred alternative prior to presenting it to
the public. During these individual meetings TxDOT will review
the proposed alternative and explain right of way and other
land acquisition guidelines. Link:
https://www.txdot.gov/government/processesprocedures/lgp-toolkit/row-utilities/acquisition.html
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

Road construction is one of the few things about Austin that never seems to change, but this project is well
and truly and once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to not only address the traffic problems created by I-35, but also
to literally, physically reunite the city of Austin. TXDoT's choice on this project will be impacting Austin
residents for as long as the original highway has, which is to say that yours and my grandchildren will likely be
driving on the highway that emerges from this project.

It's extremely disheartening as a 5th generation Texan, owner of a home in a neighborhood directly adjacent
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to the worst stretch of I-35 that also stands to lose multiple houses and residents to eminent domain, and
Austin native to see that community input and desires are being cast aside for plans that are unwanted by the
people and citizens most impacted by them. For the amount of money, effort, time, and inconvenience during
what is likely to be a near-decade of construction, the two proposed plans offer nowhere near enough of a
return, on either Austin's traffic congestion problems or improved quality of life for nearby residents.

I cannot urge and request strongly enough that TXDoT reconsider the alternatives and REJECT the two
proposed build plans that will further harm my and others' neighborhoods and communities. So much about
Austin's quality of life has changed over the last 20+ years, and here is finally an opportunity to make things
better for the people who actually live adjacent to the highway, not just for those who use it for
transportation. Please don't let that opportunity go to waste by ignoring the pleas and concerns of those most
affected.
1763 James Cain

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion
of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the strong options that are on the table for expansion. It is important to move forward with one
of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through downtown can occur and keep Austin
moving.

This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.

1764 James Canup

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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I'm especially in favor of cap & stitch to reconnect East Austin to the CBD at grade level.
I35 should be lowered and capped through downtown Austin, and the upper decks lowered or buried. The
tollway bypass of Austin should be untolled and thru travel (San Marcos to Georgetown) on I35 should be
tolled. Also more trains.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1766 James Doughty
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“No build” is not an option. Alternative 1 is the best option and it should be part of this discussion. Any option
must move the highway below grade and include a cap.

All build alternative proposed improvements and impacts are
being compared with the no-build alternative. The no-build
alternative will continue to be evaluated as a viable outcome
for the preferred alternative in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.
Following more than a decade of study, evaluations, and public
involvement with community and stakeholder input, the Texas
Department of Transportation (TxDOT) put forward three
proposed build alternatives for the I-35 Capital Express Central
project for consideration.
TxDOT used evaluation criteria to compare the three proposed
build alternatives and the no build alternative’s ability to meet
the project purpose and need, high-level engineering criteria
such as constructability, right of way needs, complexity of
utility relocation and preliminary project costs along with an
evaluation of environmental resource impacts.
The criteria evaluated as many quantifiable impacts as
possible, such as the acres of right of way required, travel
times, number of potential displacements, number of historic
resources affected and acres of park impacts for each
alternative.
View the Alternatives Evaluation Report or video for more
detailed information on the process and results of the
Alternatives Evaluation.
Based on the alternative’s evaluation criteria, Community
Enhanced Alternatives 2 and 3 will be evaluated further in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement. Alternative 1 will not
be carried forward for further analysis in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.
Alternatives 2 and 3 will be carried forward based on:
• Faster response times for EMS, police, fire department and
hospitals
• Shorter construction duration by 1.5 years
• Improved traffic operations during construction with fewer
lane closures
• Fewer utility conflicts and lower relocation costs
• Fewer drainage conflicts
• Lower construction costs
• Lower annual and lifetime maintenance requirements and
cost

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

709

No.

Commenter Name

1767 James Flowers
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. Those alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of
life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
local goals.

1768 James Flowers

1769 James Gillard

9/7/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/23/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central Texas.
While overall I believe the plan still needs some work (particularly in the area of *not* adding more lanes /
traffic to Austin), I do appreciate the addition of car-free crossings for the bike lanes / Red Line Parkway to the
plans. That will be a huge improvement to the car-free connection between east and downtown Austin.
Thank you!
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.
See response to commetn #247.

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
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1770 James Gray

1771 James Hinckley

1772 James Hinckley
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8/31/2021 Virtual
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9/22/2021 Email

Comment

Response

I'm extremely disappointed that option 1 was taken off the table and strongly suggest that it be returned to
consideration. Barring that, any changes to the highway should be done in a manner that keeps the impact to
the surrounding businesses and neighborhood to an absolute minimum and avoid widening the highway at all
costs. A skinnier alternative to both plans 2 and 3 should be considered. I'd be willing to give up a highway
entry/exit point in order to prevent the destruction of homes on Robinson street which would remove sorelyneeded housing supply and lower the quality of life for the entire neighborhood in perpetuity. I strongly
support the implementation of a sound wall. If a cantilevered approach is considered to keep the footprint of
the highway to a minimum, it might be worth conducting an environmental sound study to see if that would
reduce noise. All plans should be done in a manner that allows for the capping of the highway; the "stitches"
sound good in theory but are too small to have an actual positive impact for residents. I'll end by appealing to
both the TxDot leadership and staff: we have a historic opportunity to improve the livibility of Austin, and
widening the highway will only serve to induce demand and harm Austin's character and collective health for
decades to come.
I am against the existing TXDOT proposal to expand I-35. Project dollars should instead be spent expanding
bus and rail access. Time and time again it has been shown that expanding freeways, especially in the heart of
downtown, will have negative effects on traffic, pollution and neighborhoods. Please explore freeway caps
like in Klyde Warren Park in Dallas to join the neighborhoods together.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #271.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #614.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #8.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1774 James Honey

9/19/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1775 James Kent

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I want my tax money to make public transportation better and increasing housing density in Austin, not
encouraging more drivers to take the highway.

See response to comment #8.
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1776 James Kocurek

1777 James Kocurek

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/14/2021 Email

Comment
I accidently checked one of the boxes below, but increased housing density could help me monetarily buy
reducing rent/housing prices.
This is Austin, not Houston. There's no way 20+ lanes running thru the middle of Austin makes any sense. It
will further divide Austin into East versus West, as well as add so much more vehicle and noise polution. Even
more 18 wheelers running thru Austin at the same time since capacity is increased. And with 20 lanes, you'll
need more ROW that what Alternative 2 and 3 show! Big impact on businesses and residences along the path
of this monster. Terrible planning and it doesn't seem like the local community input was taken seriously.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

Response

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1778 James Leshikar

9/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1779 James Mckinney

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
My family has lived in Austin for three generations. My entire immediate family graduated or work for UT. We
have my home in East Austin and have had it since the 60's. I know none of that seems to matter to those in
power but it does to so many of us. I lived through a violent attack in my home from a home invasion which
was featured on KXAN. I chose to stay because it is my HOME. Sadly, I witness on a day to day basis historic
homes being demolished and giant eye sores replacing them. This is destroying our community, driving up
property taxes and displacing so many native Austinites. The answer to the abysmal traffic is not to destroy
MORE of old Austin. It never has been and never will be. Look to other cities for solutions such as loops and
perhaps make the tolls affordable.
Please do not expand the number of lanes on I35 through Austin. It has not worked to ease congestion in any
other cities in Texas (or in the US for that matter), why on Earth would you think it'd work here? Adding more
lanes attracts more drivers and adds more congestion on roads. I would propose turning SH130 bypass into
the I35 bypass and remove the toll for it. Additionally, I would suggest renovating I35 in between US183 and
US290/SH71 back into East Blvd with the focus of making it more pedestrian and cycling friendly with
increased green space.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #273.
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Expanding I35 would do nothing to relieve the traffic through Austin and would destroy existing businesses
and residencies to do so. This is not a people first proposal and it should not be supported. Thanks.

1780 James Meyers

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

We don’t need more roads. We need more ways for people to get where they’re going without roads. Trains,
for instance.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #273.

Induced demand. Look it up. Basically, when a road gets more lanes added, more people use it, leading to
traffic being just as bad as before the addition.

1781 James Morris

9/9/2021

Email

Turn the stretch of US-183 from US-71 in the south to I-35 in the north into I-35, remove the toll, and tear
down I-35 from US-71 in the south to US-183 in the north. Make folks traveling through the city GO AROUND
instead of barreling right on through.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1782 James Morris

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Investments should be made in public transportation, rezoning, etc and NOT turn I35 into a much larger
parking lot in a few years time.

See response to comment #8.
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Widening I-35 would ultimately make traffic worse by induced demand. Austin is already too carved up by
freeways, and this would use up valuable land while making it more difficult to move around downtown on
foot, bike, or transit. There are many better uses for the land and the money that this project would require.

See response to comment #273.

Lower I-35 as much as possible below grade for future capping projects. Reserve space for dedicated bus
lanes, and push traffic to 183 or 130. Create separated pedestrian and bike lanes along both sides

See response to comment #19.

TO: Texas Department of Transportation – District Engineer
https://capexcentral.mobility35openhouse.com/submit-a-comment/

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.

FROM: Jim Robertson
RE: NOT My Capital Express
DATE: 24 September 2021
My name is Jim Robertson. I am an architect and urban designer in Austin, Texas. I am the former manager
of the City of Austin’s Urban Design Division. I also served as an Austin City Planning Commissioner. I am a
resident of the Mueller Neighborhood in East Austin.
Neither of the two remaining alternatives for the Central Austin portion of I-35 comes anywhere close to
being acceptable to me. My comments are below.
1. The Alternatives Perpetuate Austin’s East-West Barrier: Austin’s 1928 “City Plan” established a “Negro
District” east of East Avenue, the current location of I-35. The city then informed people of color that they
could receive city services only if they lived in the Negro District. That segregation “hardened” over the years
through zoning decisions, infrastructure siting decisions, the provision (or deprivation) of government
services, and (most relevant to here) the construction and expansion of I-35. TxDOT played a major role in the
creation and expansion I-35, and it currently is behaving as if it had no role in that segregation, but even more
egregiously as if it has no role in mitigating that segregation. Alternatives 2 and 3 harden, rather than break
down, Austin’s 100-year old East-West divide.
2. The Alternatives Prevent True Public Participation: Alternatives 2 and 3 are virtually identical, and thereby
don’t give the public any meaningful role in shaping I-35 in central Austin. TxDOT has dismissed viable
alternatives and then asked the public to “pick your poison.”
3. Central Austin Is Not North Dallas: The context for the Central Express is not North Dallas, but the central
city in one of Texas’ most thriving cities with a vibrant downtown. The Alternatives will undermine, rather
than reinforce, the vitality of downtown Austin. Even the President George Bush Freeway in North Dallas is
“only” 16 lanes wide.
Freeways undermine downtowns, not support them. Vancouver, BC, is a bustling city of over 600,000 people
located in a metro area of over 2.5 million. It is economically bustling and regarded as one of the most livable
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cities in the world. And how many downtown freeways does it have? Zero.
4. I-35 Doesn’t Have to Carry the Entire Load: We (the residents of Austin and the citizens of Texas, along with
federal funding) have spent literally billions of dollars on construction and upgrades to 183, SH130, MoPac,
Loop 360, and 45, all with at least partial intent to take the “load” off of I-35. Does the fact that TxDOT wants
to build 21 lanes through the middle of Austin mean that money was wasted? Why not leverage that
spending by letting those roadways take some of the load?
5. The Alternatives Do Not Adequately Address the Role of Trucks: Where is an alternative that seeks to
reduce the congestion and dangers posed by the large truck traffic on I-35? While trucks may make up “only”
7% of the total traffic on this segment of I-35 (statement by District Engineer Ferguson, 8/30/2021), they
certainly have an outsized role in increasing congestion and danger. Their mass, acceleration, and
deceleration are inconsistent with passenger cars. TxDOT should work to move and distribute, to the extent
possible, truck traffic on I-35.
6. The Alternatives Displace Businesses and Residents: As many as 142 homes or businesses, and up 32 acres
or property, will be displaced by the Alternatives. That displacement primarily occurs on the east side of I-35,
perpetuating the East-West divide referenced above.
7. The Alternatives Will Not Solve Congestion – The alternatives will not solve congestion; they will simply
induce more I-35 vehicle trips (as much as 100,000 additional trips/day), and in short order it will return to a
congested state. Surely TxDOT knows by now that “trying to solve congestion by adding lanes is like trying to
lose weight by tightening your belt.” TxDOT’s District Engineer has acknowledged as much, saying "We're not
pretending to say that the expansion that we're proposing is building our way out of congestion."
8. The Alternatives Do Not Support Public Transit: The Alternatives propose two additional lanes in each
direction that are “managed,” but not tolled or transit only. They should serve transit only, or be variably
tolled so that they ensure steady, high-speed flow that benefits transit.
9. The Alternatives Contribute to the Climate Crisis: By inducing additional vehicle trips, not solving
congestion, and by generally supporting non-transit travel, the Alternatives will contribute to our climate
crisis. TxDOT must account for the climate impacts of its Alternatives in the Environmental Impact
Assessment.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

716

No.

Commenter Name

1786 James Seppi

Entry
Source
Date
9/22/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1787 James Sessions

1788 James Simmons

1789 James Stedman
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Your plans are good, please proceed without delay.

I don’t think it is hyperbole to say that the single largest factor holding back Austin from becoming the city
that we all want it to be is the division created by the I-35. America has agreed that money must be spent now
to improve infrastructure and now is the time to revisit bolder and more expensive possibilities - they are
much more acceptable to everyone than they would have been in the past. Bury the highway downtown and
help create a city of which we can all be proud. East-west connection is essential to heal the divides in the city
and taller or wider will not help achieve this goal. I implore you to seek an alternative future for our beloved
city.
From reading about the possible I-35 expansion project I cannot understand why Austin would move forward
with the plan given that studies for the expansion have indicated it will not do anything to curb the traffic
problem. The traffic will just expand to fill the new lanes. Austin has enough highway construction already and
past projects such as the I-35 to 71 overpass seemed to go on for years. Not to mention the disruption for the
neighborhood and businesses for what's sure to be a very long time. I think this project will prove to be a
disaster, disrupting Austinites everyday lives with no real benefit. Austin should continue to explore mass
transit and other options rather than moving forward with this plan.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #8.
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Hello,

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #247.

I write to TxDoT as a Commissioner on the Pedestrian Advisory Council to the City of Austin. I encourage
TxDoT to review alternatives to expansion of Interstate 35 like the proposals from ReConnect Austin and
ReThink I-35.
More highway construction hinders the goal of creating a walkable community. Highways have their function
and purpose within a human social ecology; however, this expansion of Interstate 35 is the wrong move for
the Department of Transportation to make. The costs of construction and maintenance and eventual reexpansion due to automobile dependency will not profit the taxpayers of Austin and Texas.
No one vacations to Austin to drive on I-35, but they will vacation to this City, come study at the University,
and participate in its political life. A cap and covered I-35, one of many alternative proposals to the current
plans for more concrete and asphalt, would go towards increasing the City's amenities that attract people to it
and permit them to create the dynamic economy and vibrant culture in the City of the Violet Crown.

1791 James Stratton

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I urge you to act with boldness, to rethink I-35 and reconnect West Austin and East Austin after 60+ years of
separation. The Texas Department of Transportation has the historic opportunity to invest in a walkable
Austin. If the Department performs such a move, it will be investing in a prosperous and healthy and walkable
human social ecology that will become the envy of the world.
Hello,

See response to comment #19.

I write to urge the Texas Department of Transportation to explore an alternative approach to I-35: a
designation switch between I-35 and SH-130.
At present I-35 in Austin must carry both travelers who travel within Austin and travelers who travel through
Austin towards another destination. A Designation Switch would free SH 130 for its intended purpose: to
allow long-haul freight, regional commercial, and travelers to bypass the municipal traffic of Austin
completely.
Please consider this option as a low-cost plan for the taxpayer that requires no construction and immediate
benefit.
best,
James Stratton

1792 James Ta

9/9/2021
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Member, Pedestrian Advisory Council of Austin.
After ten years of back and forth with Reconnect Austin, I still see that your proposal includes an expanded
highway that doesn't meet Austin’s climate goals. We are in a climate crisis, as shown by the 2021 IPCC
report, so all of our actions must be coordinated to mitigate that, especially highway adjustments due to
transportation emissions. TxDOT has an ethical imperative to respond to our climate emergency and do far
more than simply provide shared use paths. Please narrow the I-35 footprint by implementing the cap and
stitch method as described by Reconnect Austin's proposal. A cap and stitch design would scrub air pollution
and emissions, provide lots of transportation options besides vehicle, and bring locals together with new
businesses and affordable housing. Thank you.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
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The alternative build can be achieved without damaging small business that run along side of 35.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I've lived in Austin since '92. Yes, the traffic sucks, but this project sucks way worse! Keep the traffic out of
downtown. Emphasize use of the 130 bypass (and send the trains that way, too so we can use the MOPAC line
for light rail and stop the freight traffic on the line east of South Lamar!
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
More lanes = more cars = more pollution and accidents with less money going to useful public transportation
methods. Not to mention bulldozing people's homes and businesses that people count on.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1796 Jamie Keshet
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I live in Mueller and go under or over I-35 many times a week to go to places and events downtime, including
my granddaughter's daycare, my medical providers, etc.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

Expanding I-35 will make these trips more difficult. Many small, one-of-kind businesses along the route will
be eliminated. We have already lost too many of these to Covid.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1798 Jan Seward

1799 Jane Botkin

9/23/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am strongly opposed to TxDOT's plan to widen I 35

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1800 Jane H. Rivera

9/1/2021

1801 Jane Kurzawa Cravey

9/9/2021
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Meeting
Comment
Form
Email

I still don’t understand why we are not using 130 to help with this load. Why not re-desígnate 130 as I-35 and
name the section of I-35 through downtown Austin Business I-35? That’s been done throughout the Midwest
with good results.

See response to comment #19.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Txdot,

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #33.

Please review alternatives to the I35 design. While I am excited about the cap and stitch idea, I would like
most of I-35 to be capped. I think once you finish expanding the Highway, it will already be outdated and
unable to meet capacity. I honestly believe that Reconnect Austin, Rethink 35 and other community
alternatives had valid designs for the project. We could get this right this time. I think Austin is an innovative
city, and we need to think beyond just Highway expansion to meet our transportation needs.

Thank you,

1803 Jane Rivera

1804 Jane Swanson

1805 Janet Bernson

1806 Janet Evans
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Jane OBrien
I’m very concerned about the about plans to expand the highway through an iconic small business and
residential area. Why can’t you repair or replace the current upper decks and use them instead?
I’m also concerned about the “ caps”. Affordable housing on them would be good, but I’ve heard they do t be
strong enough for that. Let’s just leave the road at grade and create more flyovers like I’m other areas if
that’s true.
Please do not proceed with your plans to widen I-35 and displace homes and businesses in our historic area.
There are families here that will have much less habitable homes, in addition to the families that will be
completely displaced.

You are penalizing the east side of Austin again, and it is a very bad choice. Please reconsider and if you must
do something to I-35 put the extra lanes down below, rather than widening it.
The current I-35 proposals are horrible. There are other ideas which would have less environmental impact
and remove pass through traffic (by directing it around the city rather than through)

It is obvious our city needs safer/better crosstown bike and pedestrian routes. Plus a more serviceable mass
transit system as we don’t really all need cars if we have environmentally efficient trains and buses. Our city
can do better. Other cities manage to do this.
There must be alternatives to the TxDot plan. Ruining neighborhoods is not a good options for people who
have resided on streets like Robinson.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #316.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #1996.

I've lived in Cherrywood since 1984. It seems like the roadway through the city could've been modified a
multiple decades ago.
Please rethink and take a look at the alternatives to your first plan.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1808 Janet Magajna
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I live two houses away from I35 and I am opposed to the plan to widen the highway thru central Austin. First,
studies have shown and proven that to decrease traffic smaller not larger roads are necessary. Secondly, the
noise and pollution emitted by vehicles can be dangerous and unhealthy for people living in close proximity.
Thirdly, widening the highway will cause east and west Austin to be less accessible as well as more of an eye
sore. Fourthly, with global temperatures on the rise and movements to off set those changes becoming more
apparent and dire , the idea to increase vehicle use in an already hot area is antiquated and not sustaining,
financially or physically. Fifthly, people with disabilities will have a longer and less pleasant way to access
between east and west Austin . Sixthly, the future of highways is a lost cause and unsustainable. Where is the
alternative and progressive plan for commuting? Where are the trains? All smart cities have multiple
alternative means for commuting, which make those cities attractive, pleasant and interesting. I think you
have the means and the intelligence to make a difference by doing right with the people of this city who do
not want a 20 land hwy running thru it. We already have a hey running east of the city....let's use it and vet rid
of the eye sore that i35 is.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #1427.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1810 Janice Friesen

1811 Janna Garza
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
All I want to say is that I do not consider myself an expert at designing roadways. I have spent time looking
over the plan and I also realize that you have spent over 10 years trying to DO SOMETHING. I want to say
Thank You for all of the effort to listen to the public.

My only comment besides Thank You is that it does not seem like we are moving ahead with the environment
in mind. Building more freeway is SO expensive and continues our dependency on Fossil Fuels. I know
something must be done and I just want to be sure that because you have a hammer you don't think every
problem is a nail. The problems we are dealing with in the next century have to do more with NOT polluting
the environment than having more room for cars.
This is a horrible idea. ... Please consider rerouting interstate traffic outside of town vs. expanding I-35. Create
a "business district route" (which is the current lanes... and an route everyone else over to 183 or such for the
duration/length of the downtown passage.

See response to comment #7.
See response to comment #82.

See response to comment #19.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

1813 Janus Anderson

9/12/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1815 Jared Beu
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
"no wider and no higher"
Chairman J. Bruce Bugg Jr.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #1427.

This was a vow by TxDOT, and many hesitant Austinites reluctantly accepted this large project to increase
capacity on I-35 and take a massive reduction in our CAMPO funds for other desperately needed local
improvements under that promise. That even with expansion of the highway, we could repair some of the
past damage done to our communities by layering the roadways underground and potentially capping them in
the future. The remaining build-options make clear this was a lie - destroying more of the community and
creating further division in the UT area while stripping the entire community of other safety and capacity
projects on other essential arteries through the city.
The express lane configurations is superior in option 2, but TxDOT should consider another option to
cantilever the access roads over the highway through the UT area and allow for the university and local
interest to finance caps similar to option 1, just as is the current plan downtown. With much bigger projects
completed like the Big Dig and tunnels around the country that can manage emergency vehicle operations
acceptably, the argument about access for emergency vehicles seems misleading. If it is simply a matter of
cost, the cost of further dividing the city to allow a greater volume of traffic cars to still sit in heavy traffic
outweighs the benefits to the local community.
The local community want greater E-W connectivity, which the project does provide to a marginal extent with
the new 5th street crossover. Greater connectivity doesn't just mean another option to cross, but also a
friendlier and safer environment to all modes of transportation. Widening the highway further, destroying
homes and valued local businesses and encroaching more into neighborhoods will have the opposite effect. I
can't speak for everyone in the community, but I believe we all want to see an improved I-35. While this will
increase capacity while doing little to offset time in traffic and mainly be improvements in driver safety at
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ramps, this is not a net benefit to the city. It will induce more cars on the road eventually straining the local
road network. This can hardly be seen as a net improvement.
At some point I-35 will need to be rebuilt. In the meantime, the city voters overwhelmingly passed
ProjectConnect and increasingly move to alternative modes of transportation or changes in lifestyle while
encouraging a denser urban environment that makes central life more efficient while taking burdens off of
traditional neighborhoods and suburbs. While not all elements of Rethink35 or ReconnectAustin are feasible, I
ask TxDOT to further study those options for a full impact analysis and consider changes to the current
options. If that will not happen, then please reconsider interpolating elements of options 1 and 2. If that will
not happen, I support No Build until a viable alternative that truly benefits the community can be developed.
Traffic has been bad on 35 for many, many years. We can wait more for a real solution.

1816 Jared Goza
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1817 Jared Niermann
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Studies have shown that widening roadways does not decrease traffic. New drivers will simply fill the new
road space. There is no studied or tested benefit to following through with your plans to expand I-35 in
Central Austin. Rather than spending millions of our tax dollars to displace residents and businesses and harm
our environment, maybe TXDOT should consider spending slightly more for a plan that could actually benefit
the community. One option Austinites appreciate is burying I-35 to allow for park space and local roads to
easily coexist above ground. I know innovative ideas can feel unusual or expensive, but it will improve the
area, the environment, and avoid a sunk cost of expanding for the sake of expanding. It could even allow for
easier passage of light rail. We are not Dallas.
I would really like to see the I-35 project through downtown lowered and widened and some joint effort to
place park or green space over the top of I-35 similar to the I-45 bypass through Dallas.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #4324
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1819 Jared Rann

9/21/2021 Email

1820 Jared Shrode

9/22/2021 Virtual
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Please do not continue to separate the East side from our city. Please either have this below ground with
Parkland on top or remove the Interstate from central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19

1)Parkland: This would adopt the walk/bike/public transport first approach the city is taking. This would add
significant ability for urbanization and towers where this greenspace could be utilized by those without yards.
UT would gain through an easy path to their East properties.

2)Divert around the city: You can easily remove I35 and divert to already made highways. Make the street a
2/3 lane One Way street flowing south and model off of current downtown streets/other cities such as New
York.
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1821 Jared Woods
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9/10/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1822 Jasmine Graves

1823 Jason Abels

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
no expansion. dont tear up more neighborhoods and displace people. this won’t fix the issue. invest in public
transportation

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1824 Jason Ball

9/9/2021

Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners,

See response to comment #7.

I am writing today to express our support for the Interstate 35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by
the Texas Department of Transportation.
The Round Rock Chamber has consistently been an advocate for regional transportation investments that
further our ability to compete on an international scale for new business. This includes traditional,
government investments in transportation systems, and new public-private investments in specific
circumstances. Most recently the Chamber supported a $900 million ballot initiative for transportation
investments in Williamson County.
Of course, the I-35 corridor is the primary transportation corridor in the region, and arguably the most
important. Due to its prominence in the logistics networks of the state, and our regional labor shed, the
interstate is a source of regular traffic congestion, impacting not only the people and businesses of Austin, but
all the surrounding communities of central Texas including Round Rock.
We appreciate your recognition (and that of the commission) that traffic on Interstate 35 regularly causes
delay, hurting economic activity and productivity of the entire region. We feel now is a critical time to make
important investments in improving the capacity and flow of the I-35 corridor. The projected growth of the
region alone is sufficient, in our opinion, to justify such an investment.
The Round Rock Chamber supports the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT, and
encourage you to support the project as well.
My contact information is below, so please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.
Thank you for your consideration.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

731

No.

Commenter Name

1825 Jason Ballard

Entry
Date
9/9/2021

Source

Comment

Response

Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
To Whom It May Concern:
Please consider build alternatives that will completely cover I-35 through central Austin and be a model for
the nation. This could be a tunnel or cap and stitch.
• Induced demand will bring in more air pollution and traffic to Austin
• At least 142 businesses that will be displaced, along with the health of the communities nearby.
• North Central Austin deserves the same consideration as Downtown Austin.
• Alternatives 2 and 3 are practically identical; meanwhile, Alternative 1, which would have kept TxDOT’s
promise of “no wider and no higher”, has been removed from study before the public could even comment on
it and no community alternatives are being meaningfully considered.
• None of the alternatives treat central Austin neighborhoods as having the same walkable character as
downtown; Alternatives 2 and 3 do not provide any new crossings in north central Austin that would connect
communities, improve accessibility, and allow safe crossings where people need them and none of the
designs fully depress all highway lanes in north central Austin.
• None of the alternatives provide physical protection for pedestrians and bicyclists from vehicles but they all
include frontage roads up to four lanes wide--which encourages more speed and crashes. They also show
raised and tunneled crossings that impair accessibility, lengthen walking distances, and create indefensible
and unattractive places for people who aren’t in vehicles.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

1826 Jason Burroughs

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1827 Jason Dubinsky

9/21/2021 Email

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I have lived here since 1996 and I-35 in downtown has always been an issue. Rerouting to 130 won't work as
tolls are a failed idea. Expanding I-35 through downtown to disrupt and destroy existing business and families
it outright disgusting. There is no easy answer here but there is a chance to get it right and the 10-lane
monster that will be the bane of this cities existence is not that. Entertain the though that the area can be
improved by removing I-35 from downtown and bury out of sight and out of mind. Sure that will cost money
but 35 has always been under construction to the point of being a local decades long running joke. Don't be a
joke, get it right.
Expanding lanes do not work! It has been proven over and over. Austin does not want 20 lanes. Build smarter
not more, we deserve better than this.

See response to comment #7.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

1829 Jason Fine

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1830 Jason Krahl

9/1/2021

1831 Jason Krahl

9/9/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
Email

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1832 Jason Manuel

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I encourage you to reconsider the community alternatives: Austin and Texas as a whole will be more
financially resilient if some land is reclaimed to generate tax revenue and the roadway supports movement in
the area near I-35, not just through the area.

See response to comment #33.
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The proposal to expand I35 in this manner will be detrimental to the community of Austin. Simple, traditional
expansion of freeways does not alleviate traffic, as examples in Houston and Los Angeles have shown, but
rather act to cleave neighborhoods and make responsible mass transit and pedestrian life more difficult and
unsafe. Further, this will harm businesses along the existing highway. Pursue alternate paths.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Comment
Form
1833 Jason Mellard

1834 Jason Perez

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1835 Jason Roth

8/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1836 Jason Sugg

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I actually like option better. As a long erm investment, we should think longer term. Widening the highway
didn’t help in other areas (e,g, Katy) and I fear you are making the same mistake. Spend more to bury more
bypass and toll lanes, and cap the highway allowing for better public transit and wide boulevard on top, over
35 thru downtown (ideally from dean keaton to the lake. Create a bond structure that dedicates taxes
generates from businesses along the 35 cap to pay for it, use money from the stimulus, and get investments
from all these tech firms moving in! Austin will be most disappointed if you don’t design a magnificent bridge
across the lake.
I'm writing about the proposed expansion of I-35 through central Austin. The plans proposed by TxDOT are
terrible ideas - the footprint of this freeway needs to be shrunk, not expanded, and we need to be promoting
alternative transportation modalities for people living in the areas (everybody else should be able to take 130
around the central city). I-35 has long been a significant cut through Austin, and in the interest of making it
easier for pedestrians, cyclists, and local traffic the distance the freeway has created between east and west
Austin needs to be reduced, not expanded, not to mention that building more road capacity increases the
city's carbon footprint at a moment when we all desperately need to be reducing it. Please reconsider these
plans and let's find something that moves us towards the next generation of Austin transportation.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #19.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1838 Javier Cavazos Weems

1839 Javier Palomares

1840 Jay Angell

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Lane widening on I-35 would disproportionately harm communities of color, as well as displace beloved local
establishments like Star Cafe. Increasing the theoretical load that our highways can handle is like extending a
belt that just doesn’t fit. We should funnel public funds into building a robust public transportation system
instead of continuously rebuilding highways that tear apart our community.
I urge TxDOT to do their homework and analysis on a proper remodel of I-35. Widening the highway will
increase capacity, but this is not the same as increasing throughput and decreasing travel times. Moreover,
widening the highway will severely degrade the quality of life of residents and business that are along I-35.
The proper solution is to bury I-35 underground and reconnect the east and west grids. Do not do a half assed
job claiming it's all we can afford.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #7.

I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/pedestrian enhancements.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]

See response to comment #33.
View the TTI report at: https://my35capex.com/wpcontent/uploads/2021/08/Community-AlternativesAnalysis.pdf.

Hi,
Please add the attached comments to the official record for the I-35 Capital Express central EIS. I hope that we
can all work together to fix I-35 well.
1842 Jay Perrett

1843 Jay Roff

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Email

As a resident of central east Austin, I am against the expansion of I-35 through downtown Austin via expanded
lanes (including toll lanes), and am in favor of lowering or capping I-35.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #4324.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. This is not a solution, it is piggybacking problems on top of problems
instead of tackling the issues facing Texas motorists.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values. Our future mobility is at stake, cultural spaces are at stake, these efforts will
significantly alter the future of Texans and Austinites as a whole.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. As a resident of a neighborhood that will be directly impacted by the
project, which seeks to eradicate 140 homes and businesses in my local area, I implore you to:
- Join me in opposing the Texas Department of Transportation's (TxDOT) I-35 expansion plans
- Consider community design alternatives for I-35, including Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and ULI's cap and
stitch proposals
- Ensure I-35 complies with City and community plans, goals, and values
Work WITH us to find a solution that does not further contribute to pollution, climate change, deafening noise
over 75 decibels in surrounding neighborhoods, and the death of more people than any other traffic corridor
in Austin.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1846 JCH

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I'm a 40 year resident of the Austin area and have watched as large and small Texas cities up and down the
I35 corridor have increased highway capacity mostly ahead of the curve....except for our liberal, capital city
(and I'm a liberal so it' not that). Stop talking about it, make the tough decisions, and get it done. The longer
you wait, the more painful it's going to be. Unfortunately our forefathers didn't ever think we'd grow so much
so they didn't leave room, mostly downtown, for I35 expansion. Sorry, but those businesses preventing
what's best for the city/state MUST go. Period. But give them a TRUE market price plus comp for the pain of
having to move and start over. And DO NOT make any of the new lanes toll lanes!!! None of the other cities
have done that and it hasn't been successful in Austin. Like the ones on Mopac and 130 itself, they will be
hugely UNDERUTILIZED and that's NOT what we need here. Don't screw things up more by doing that. To
incentivize a massive reduction in traffic, make the 130 toll road FREE TO TRUCKERS which will reroute a great
deal of the traffic/danger around town (that toll road was built too far outside of town BTW to of much use to
anyone else but truckers are time sensitive). The upper lower deck split has always caused confusion resulting
in slowdowns---as would HOV lanes---so close it all in and make it one large seamless highway with 2/3
additional lanes in both directions. Keep the exits and east/west traffic lower level. While bicyclists and
pedestrians are important, they are NOT what's causing problems on I35 so please don't waste a lot of
time/energy/money on that piece but instead focus on the issues at hand and spend our tax $$ wisely. I35
doesn't need to be pretty or kind, it needs to be functional and we deserve the most bang for the buck. Please
quit talking, evaluating, and trying to take everyone's needs in mind and just get the dang job done. Thanks
for listening.

See response to comment #7.
See response to comment #19.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1848 Jeaneane McNulty

1849 Jeanette Auerbach

1850 Jeanette Horn

1851 Jeanne O'Brien

1852 Jeanne van Ryzin

9/7/2021
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9/24/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I would like to see more thought put into the experience of pedestrians walking near 2- 4 lanes of frontage
road traffic. The continuous "mixed use" path is a vast improvement over the nothing we currently have.
What can be done, additionally, to make those spaces more inviting for pedestrians and cyclists. I.e., reducing
noise, increased separation/safety from cars, shade, amenities like trash cans and water fountains. Planting
trees in the green median separating would do much to improve the mixed use path's comfort and safety.
We currently live in downtown Austin.
1. How will the intersections be designed where currently populated by many street panhandlers, 'squeegee
guys' and campouts ?
2. How will their and motorists’ safety be monitored while flowing through the area or while at signal lights ?
3. Where are bike/scooter lanes on the access roads and intersections of 4th St, Chavez, and on Riverside ??
Do it. Progress is great. Pay land owners a better-than-fair rate for the land you’re capturing and widen this
interstate!

I think expanding IH 35 out versus some of the other plans that have been proposed over the years is a
disruptive choice. The expansion plans would not only displace homes and businesses it would further
entrench the racist based division between east Austin and downtown (plus some). In addition to both the
dislocations and division of the city, the proposed lane expansion would barely support today’s needs let
alone the capacity needed upon completion.
The current plans presented by TxDOT only reinforce the racial/social barrier created by IH35 in the first
place. And they will ruin central Austin neighborhoods that a vital to the livability of the city as well as to the
social/urban fabric of Austin.

See response to comment #247.

See response to comment #247.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.

See response to comment #685.
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Do not divide the city further.
1853 Jeb Boyt

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the I-35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

Proposed Alternatives 2 & 3 fail to address the cultural and environmental impacts of reconstructing I-35
through the center of Austin. I encourage you to further evaluate the No Build and Redesignation of SH-130
alternatives. TxDOT has not made a compelling case for why we should go forward with either Alternative.

The analysis of community alternatives prepared by the Texas A&M Transportation Institute failed to fully
examine the proposal to redesignate SH-130 as I-35. This proposal warrants a detailed investigation of the
potential options and benefits of buying out the bonding used to construct SH-130 so that it would attract
truck traffic. In particular, the potential capacity improvements provided by a Redesignation of SH-130
warrant detailed study so that the costs and benefits of this alternative may be fairly compared with
Alternatives 2 & 3. Redesignating SH-130 would avoid and minimize many of the cultural and environmental
impacts associated with Alternatives 2 & 3.

Please contact me if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Jeb Boyt
Austin
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1855 Jeff Bell

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
It is unacceptable to create an even larger car-dependent barrier in the downtown of our growing city. It's
2021, we have so much engineering capability and so much knowledge of what helps traffic and what doesn't.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.

Simply adding more lanes will do nothing for the traffic problems in Austin. Look at the Katy Freeway in
Houston. Some of the worst traffic and most dangerous driving in the state is on those 26 lanes.

We should take a larger picture look at how we can solve the city's transportation problem, and how
redesigning I35 can fit into that picture.

I would like to see a proposal that doesn't create a bigger footprint. One that provides a way to unite Austin
across the barrier of I35 by capping or stitching the highway, and one that looks in ways we can further
incorporate public transportation into the city.

I live near the new Soccer stadium and it's amazing how many people use the metro rail to get to games.
Imagine if we had that access throughout the city with every one or two people being one less car on the
highway. People want an easy way to get to where they need to go and roads alone aren't sustainable for
that.
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This is an all around transportation issue and should be treated as such. Thank you for your time, I know this is
a very complex and difficult problem and I appreciate the opportunity to make my voice heard.

1856 Jeff Booher-Kaeding

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1857 Jeff Cotten

9/20/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.

742

No.

Commenter Name

1858 Jeff Crow

1859 Jeff Engstrom

1860 Jeff Freeman

1861 Jeff Kievlan

1862 Jeff King

Entry
Source
Date
9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/1/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/1/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/13/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Do not expand I-35. Don't expand it out, don't expand it up. Adding lanes will not reduce congestion. It will
simply result in induced demand, a concept that has been understood for decades. Air pollution from the
highway is already causing long term health problems in children, and this will only exacerbate those
problems.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #273.

We need to bury I-35 and invest money in sustainable, mass transit solutions that are not going to set our
planet on fire.
NO. These images are truly monstrous. We should be narrowing the overall width and providing walkable
connectivity over 35. Walkable means only a couple hundred feet, not over 1000 feet of desolate pedestrian
bridges. You can dig and stack three or four layers underground if you really need that many lanes. Also, you
should force trucks and through traffic onto SH130 instead of congesting downtown Austin.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.

Please please please build this highway!!

See response to comment #7.

This proposal would not solve I-35’s traffic problems, and would have a devastating impact on Austin’s culture
and live-ability.
Destroying 150 properties for an expensive road development which the city doesn’t want? I am strongly
opposed.

See response to comment #6.

Ms Susan Fraser,

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #614.

I-35 through Austin impacts almost every aspect of life, from health, safety, and mobility to equity and
economic prosperity. But for decades, despite these considerable impacts, especially on poorer communities,
the I-35 conversation has rarely moved beyond moving vehicles quickly through central Austin.
I ask that the following issues be fully considered:
Health impacts: air and water quality, flooding, climate change impacts, and noise.
Austin has a wide array of human resources as regards urban planning. I think Project Reconnect is a primary
example. Austin is a progressive city which should point forward as regards urban planning.
A tunnel project in place of further tearing through the middle of the city with more highway is a forward
thinking workable project. Costs can be offset by return on investment from corporate land use above the
project. I hope as a city we can look forward and not backward.
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While I understand I-35's necessity as a core arterial highway extending the entire way from the Mexican
border to Canada – and, as such, that it can't realistically be eliminated in the short-term – I would strongly
urge TxDOT to, at minimum, construct 35's expansion in a fashion that will allow either the Department
and/or a consortium of private-sector donors to construct a cap over its core portion in Central Austin (b/t
Airport Blvd. & Lady Bird Lake). I understand that TxDOT's own regulatory position likely precludes it from
paying for the cost of this cap – which could be similar to the one employed at Klyde Warren Park north of
downtown Dallas, albeit on a significantly larger scale – but Austin has, to state the obvious, some very deep
pocketed donors living and/or working in the area (including two people in the top 10 of the Forbes 400: Elon
Musk & Oracle founder Larry Ellison).

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.

Perhaps unusually, I'd also suggest that TxDOT consider what the highway's *actual* likely uses will be
roughly a decade from now when the expansion initiative is finally completed. For one thing, many or most
18-wheelers will likely be able to travel in autonomous mode, without a driver behind the wheel. Among
other things, this all-but-inevitable future technology would be best deployed on something along the lines of
a dedicated AT (autonomous truck) lane – with the notable caveat that this could incentivize trucking
companies to finally use SH 130 in sizable numbers to bypass Austin's core, as was its original intent.

1864 Jeff LaMarca

1865 Jeff McLaren

8/30/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/16/2021 Email

Either TxDOT and/or possibly NHTSA could, for instance, waive all tolls for ATs – a potential bipartisan solution
to the problem that would reduce costs for businesses while also improving Austin traffic & contributing to its
continued status as *the* nation's go-to technology center for the 2020s & beyond.
The current plan to expand/widen I-35 through the middle of downtown Austin is basically the reverse of
See response to comment #15.
most of the exciting ideas I’ve heard over the last several years. For one, as many studies have shown, adding See response to comment #19.
highway lanes does not reduce traffic. For two, if drivers are just passing through Austin, coming driving into
the city, more should be done to encourage consideration of an alternate route around the city. For three, the
highway in the middle of the city divides the city in a problematic way and adds to other problems businesses
and residents face.
Burying a highway that passes through the heart of a city has been a huge boon to other cities who have done
it. This should be the gold standard plan for I-35 through Austin. And even if it isn’t what you’re ready to
propose now, expansion… widening it… is still the wrong direction for the future if our city and the state.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1866 Jeff Munoz

1867 Jeff Pike
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1868 Jeff Pike

9/10/2021 Email

1869 Jeff Seiler
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1870 Jeff Thompson

Please reroute I35 designation around Austin and remake I35 into parkland, pedestrian and local car traffic.
Bury whatever lanes below ground level if you absolutely have to.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #15.

I am opposed to this plan.

See response to comment #6.

What is the estimated cost of time lost by I-35 users due to Delays from construction of this project?
How long will it take to recover these losses ?
What is the estimate for lost time,money / fuel for users of interstate 35 ?

Comment noted.

IH35 definitely needs improvement. I hope this is received positively by the public sector.

See response to comment #7.

You didn't really try to evaluate the alternative proposals. Things you didnt include in your evaluation:

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

1) Increased property values on land near a capped freeway or boulevard vs current depressed values in
downtown.
2) Difference in cross town travel rates due to the low number of connections
3) Increase in health care costs when more lanes of traffic travel closer to schools, parks and residences with
small children likely to develop asthma.
Worst of all you didn't really evaluate the no build. You just declare that you need more lanes, the no build
doesn't have those lanes, and so it doesn't need to be evaluated.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1872 Jeff Williams

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1873 Jeffrey Frelack

9/1/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am opposed to both of TXDOT's plans to change or widen I-35. Please consider other suggested plans to
work within the current footprint of the highway. It is not worth losing crucial community services and
housing to widen a freeway. Again, I am against any proposal to widen the freeway and take away businesses
and housing, including housing for vulnerable populations.

See response to comment #6.
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I am an Austin resident who lives very close to 35. I am outraged by the arrogance of TxDOT in planning an
expansion of 35 over the objections of Austin residents. Expanding this throughway will demolish and displace
hundreds of residents, businesses, and local institutions. The solution to congestion on 35 isn't to induce more
demand by adding lanes at the expense of our communities. The solution is to densify housing, support public
transportation alternatives to driving, and leave these failed, car-centric infrastructure proposals in the last
century where they belong.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
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1875 Jeffrey Horvath

9/9/2021

Email

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I believe the best option is to take I35 traffic around the city ie expand 130. Improvements will still need to be
made on the inner stretch but much better to take that huge amount of never ending road construction out
of the urban area

Please revise this project to reflect community input and community values. Please do not take any land (do
not widen the project footprint). Please use stronger action to mitigate vehicle emissions.
Austin has a wealth of knowledge in urban planners and involved community leaders. Please utilize these
resources in developing this project.
This project can be done in a creative way which meets fundamental transportation needs and is respectful of
the community.

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
My family has been on the east side of i-35 since my great grandfather built his house in 1928. I-35 was built
reinforcing the racial partition that was started years before that. It is time to right that wrong by burying I-35
and making it pedestrian and bike friendly to cross what was previously a barrier.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1879 Jeffrey Nagy

9/20/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Any new throughways need to go around the city to preserve quality of life for people in Austin.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1881 Jeffrey Pulley
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion
of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

Completing I-35 is essential to facilitating transportation and mobility in our region. The city and region are
continuing to grow at a rapid rate, and expanding I-35 to allow for better travel options around and through
Central Texas is necessary for our continued prosperity.
This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.
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I am a home owner and member of the East Austin community that would be directly impacted by the
planned I-35 changes.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

Please reconsider the plan to combat the traffic by expanding the size of the highway. This plan has plenty of
historical precedent indicating it will not solve the problem. This is a very dated, unimaginative, uncreative
plan that will be doomed to fail from the start.
We must move forward with a plan that includes alternate routes around Downtown Austin, TX, as every
other major city in our nation has.
The very best plan I have heard thus far is to drop the toll on 130, and perhaps even expand 130, and
incentivize through traffic (i.e. traffic not going to downtown Austin) to take this alternate route around
downtown.
Please do not spend all of the time and money it would take to simply expand the existing problem. Jamming
more traffic on I-35 through downtown Austin is a terrible plan for trying to deal with an existing traffic
problem.

1883 Jeffrey Wolf

8/16/2021 Email

Thank you.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

1884 Jeffrey Wolf
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
I am opposed to build alternatives 2 and 3. I think it is ridiculous that we continue to widen highways every
10-15 years and by the time the projects are done we need them widened again. We continue to do this
despite plenty of studies that show widening highways does not alleviate traffic and causes so much harm.
Also, do we really want a highway dividing our city into two? How is widening this highway going to help with
the determent that putting the highway there in the first place has demonstrably done? We are a first class
city. We need to think that way and invest that way. Think big and spend big. Again, I AM ADAMANTLY
OPPOSED TO WIDENING I-35 and pro tunnel or an even more drastic alternative.

See response to comment #6.
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1885 Jeffrey Wolf

Entry
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9/9/2021
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1886 Jen Staples

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1887 Jen Webel

Entry
Source
Date
9/10/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1888 Jenifer Jackson

9/11/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1889 Jenn Inaustin

Entry
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9/9/2021
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1890 Jenna Hanes

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1891 Jenna Milion

Entry
Source
Date
9/23/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.

Hello,
I'm writing to oppose TxDOT's recent proposals for the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
I commute into Austin for work, and I-35 is already enough of an issue. Expanding it isn't going to help. We
need better city infrastructure and public transportation options. Not to mention this project is going to
disrupt existing communities and contribute to climate change.
1892 Jennah Jones

9/2/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1893 Jenni Deneen

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I do not support the proposed Capital Express project. A near $5 billion, decade long construction project that
takes away over 100 homes and businesses is not something that will be beneficial for the city of Austin.
Even after all of this disruption and money, TXDOT admits that this highway expansion will not even help with
congestion.
With our rapidly expanding city, we should be focusing our efforts on projects like Reconnect Austin and
Project Connect that will help people, not just add more space for more cars.
Consider this alternative.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #247.

Remove the toll from SH 130 on Austin Bypass.
Place a rush hour toll on I 35 but limit the toll revenue to total annual toll revenue expected on SH 130 Austin
bypass.
Design rush hour toll on I 35 to best eliminate congestion at the lowest cost.
Add lanes to SH 130 to prevent excess delay as some traffic will move to SH 130.

This creates significantly more benefits than current options. Requires legislation and toll agreement changes,
but many things require legislation and negotiations.

Option Is an order of magnitude less expensive and more effective than current options. It also is green by
recycling existing I 35, reduces air pollution by eliminating congestion and lowers construction GHGs.

Option is safe. Nothing is safer than an interstate flowing at close to capacity. Add sidewalks and bike lanes
to safely cross interstate.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

754

No.

Commenter Name

1894 Jennie Gray

Entry
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9/10/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1895 Jennifer Blair

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1896 Jennifer Carver

Entry
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Date
9/16/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1897 Jennifer Conroy

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The proposed superhighway through Austin and theough the middle of my neighborhood
1) WILL NOT EASE CONGESTION;

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #614.
See response to comment #685.

2) WILL SHARPEN THE SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DIVIDE BETWEEN EAST AND WEST, replaying and sharpening
years of institutionalized racism, segregation and inequality;

3) WILL DESTROY AND DISLOCATE DOZENS OF LOCAL AND HISTORIC BUSINESSES;

4) WILL VASTLY INCREASE TRAFFIC NOISE, POLLUTION AND CONGESTION;

5) WILL DEEPEN THE SCAR THAT SLASHES THROUGH THE HEART OF OUR CITY;

6) WILL NOT ADDRESS OR IMPROVE SAFETY ISSUES.
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PLEASE REROUTE THROUGH TRAFFIC DOWN 130 AND CONVERT 35 LOCAL TO A BOULEVARD WITH BIKE
PATHS, PARK BENCHES AND PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY ACCESS.

1898 Jennifer Cregar

1899 Jennifer Davis

8/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/12/2021 Email

I found the TTI report to be the most helpful document of those provided through this website. Of the options
presented so far, I support the Rethink Austin proposal. My desired outcomes for any I-35 construction
project in priority order are 1) reduce greenhouse and other air pollutant (e.g., NOx, PM) emissions, 2)
promote culture change away from SOVs and to transit and other forms of multimodal transportation, and 3)
route commercial through-traffic around Austin. I ask that you prioritize local policymakers' and residents'
feedback in selecting the final option, even if the supplemental funding to realize local Austinites' vision is not
immediately available. Sufficient time should be provided for local agencies and organizations to identify
adequate funding to achieve the locally preferable--rather than TxDOT preferable--vision for I-35
improvements.
Thank you for your respectful consideration of my comments.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
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1900 Jennifer Furl

Entry
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Date
9/12/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

Adding my thoughts to this form letter. I don’t think I-35 is bad enough to spend money on at this point. It’s
true — it always sucks, but people live in a big city now. There’s traffic, no matter how many lanes. I think you
wait out the traffic, take other major arteries, plan when you travel during the day. I don’t agree with the
state using money in this way when public schools and teachers need so much more. And if you still want I-35
expansion, it needs to come from the moneys the lege pays for the standardized testing.
…
I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

1901 Jennifer Gómez

9/21/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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1903 Jennifer Goodwillie

8/17/2021 Email
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Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.

1904 Jennifer Grover

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Please, for the love of God, do NOT make Austin via I35 into Houston by only throwing more lanes at the
problem. Just sink the road and put a cap on top, the thing will pay for itself via taxation in the next few years.
Businesses, festivals, and the like will flourish because of it; not to the mention that the greenery over top will
become a heat-sink and minimize Austin's growing heat issues. As a born and raised Austinite, the last thing I
want to see is my beautiful city turning into fucking Houston.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
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1905 Jennifer Hall

Entry
Source
Date
9/20/2021 Email

Comment
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1906 Jennifer Hobbs

9/19/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I do not think that I-35 should be expanded, and I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented
so far are only minor variations on a major highway expansion. I-35 is a disaster already - dangerous, I
inefficient, and rooted in racism. An expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including
pollution, noise, and crashes, racial and socio-economic divide - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
equitable Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
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1907 Jennifer Johnston
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9/10/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1908 Jennifer King

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I am writing to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of
the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
I-35 is Austin's most hated highway. I purposefully avoid taking it if I can, particularly through central Austin. I
don't feel safe driving on it, it's always congested or there's an accident, and honestly it's kind of confusing
and requires a lot of lane switches to get where you need to go. Turning it into a 20+ lane super highway will
not solve those issues. TxDOT has even stated that it won't solve congestion, so why are we doing it?
We need to look at alternatives that don't focus on cars, but on public transit and increased bike and
pedestrian infrastructure. We know that a person in a car takes up significantly more space than if they are on
a bike or public transit, so by investing in safe and appealing infrastructure that supports the latter,
congestion will decrease. In addition, it would be better for the environment and the health of the
surrounding communities, which an expansion of I-35 would negatively impact.
Please hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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We don't need a bigger I-35, we need a smarter I-35 for the growing and diverse population that Austin
attracts.

1909 Jennifer Kryska

1910 Jennifer Kryska

1911 Jennifer Kryska

8/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/8/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

This is unacceptable. I 35 should not be larger & it should definitely not encroach upon land in East Austin.
This is not what the Austin community wants. TXDOT figure out a way to reduce its footprint. Thank you.

See response to comment #6.

Please find another option for improving I35. The Austin community does not want this. It unfairly will effect
residents and businesses close to I35 & widens the divide between West & East Austin. I believe placing green
space over I35 to be a wonderful option. Look to Dallas and the Klyde Warren Park. If Austin wants to remain
a progressive, inviting urban city for businesses and residents, this is an obvious investment.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1912 Jennifer Lansdowne

1913 Jennifer Lee

1914 Jennifer Limon

8/30/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/8/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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IH-35 has always divided the city based on race and socio economic status. Making it wider would replace
long time businesses and a bunch of new condos. It's time to bridge the gap, not expand it.

See response to comment #1427

I am against the current proposed plan to expand 1-35 knowing it will not reduce traffic. You plan to use
eminent domain to take property away from citizens which is wrong. Please consider any alternative which
will actually reduce rush hour gridlock rather than a vanity project that fills the pockets of companies and
lobbyists who do not care about the Austin citizens.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

I thought we were adding a park similar to klyde Warren in Dallas. what happened to that? There is no Green
space and painting things green doesn't count.

See response to comment #13.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I live 1/4 mile from Austin's southern city limits, and my husband and I own a bicycle shop in 78745
(bikealotaustin.com). I-35 is the closest freeway to our house and our family is afraid to drive on it because it
is poorly designed and overly congested, making it unsafe and frustrating. These two (nearly identical)
proposed expansion plans would only make it worse. Has Texas learned NOTHING from the Katy Freeway in
Houston?! Widening interstates like I-35 does NOT improve congestion. We need smart levels combined with
improved options like public transit and alternatives like bike lanes.
This expansion plan would also exacerbate the division of central Austin, with all its historical racial &
economic implications.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
SERIOUSLY CONSIDER meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical! We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1917 Jennifer MargolisHusted

9/11/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I thought we built all those toll roads going around Austin so we could relieve pressure on I-35 through
downtown. And we definitely do not need to further divide Austin with more lanes through downtown. Time
to invest more in mass transit, pedestrian & bike pathways.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #247.

No wider no higher!
1918 Jennifer MargolisHusted

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I have been a resident of Austin since 1992. I reside west of I-35 and east of Mo-Pac in Central Austin. I am
writing today in opposition of the current TxDOT plan for the I-35 expansion and asking you to pause the
timeline until there are more conceptual design illustrations, cost opinions and schedules for thoughtful
solutions.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.

I fully support a tunneled "turnpike" under the current I-35 for the increased capacity of eight lanes. This
could be from north of 183 to south of Ben White. This option removes the need for right-of-way acquisition,
further reducing overall project costs and extended legal battles. This option, with the exception of the
entrance and exit areas, will leave the existing I-35 intact with very little disruption to the highway during
construction and provides better options for future capacity needs as more tunnels can be dug adjacent or
under the expansion ones. Tunneling also gives the opportunity of multiple launch points to achieve an
accelerated completion. TRUCKS SHOULD BE TAKING I30. In fact, I think all through traffic should be taking
130.
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Austin should be a national leader in sustainability, promoting this option to protect our air quality as well as
reduce noise and light pollution. We should NOT be adding lanes to I-35 through downtown Austin.

1919 Jennifer Maynard

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1920 Jennifer Pate

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
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independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1921 Jennifer Pennington

9/9/2021

1922 Jennifer Quereau

9/1/2021

1923 Jennifer Rassler

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/13/2021 Email

I do not believe that expanding I35 through Austin will ease any of the issues that it is causing. Living next to a
section that was just "improved" I can vouch that we still have the same issues with congestion as before, as
well as new ones like traffic banking up into the newly expanded exit ramps. This project needs to include the
community around it or else it will just create more problems than it solves. Tunneling is the best way to
address the bottleneck through downtown. It even provides an opportunity to reclaim the space that I35
currently occupies for community use and in a way that combats climate change. We need less pavement,
not more. Listen to the people who live here and use this roadway daily. I'm THANKFUL for traffic most days
because it's safer at a stand still than with cars going 70+ through downtown. We don't need to encourage
more cars going faster through what will always be a limited space. Take advantage of SH130 to divert
through traffic around the city and improve I35 with a mind for local use. Texas metroplexs are a clear case
study in why more lanes and wider highways don't solve the problem. Houston and DFW addresse still just as
congested and crowded.
Widening I35 is not the solution and will be worse for Austin and a waste of resources for Texas. Instead
redirect these resources into improving public transit to reduce traffic along I35 and redirect commercial
trucking around the city.

See response to comment #15
See response to comment #19

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #8.

"No wider and no higher” was TXDOT's commitment to Austin, and I urge you to keep them to it. I-35 is an
eyesore and a significant barrier in central Austin. We need a solution that will unite our city, not further
divide it.
This is a decision affects Austin's future like no other. It deserves careful study and community input. We need
alternatives, and we need a public and inclusive process that considers the impact on communities
surrounding I-35.
Please hold TXDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch.
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As a neighbor less than 1/2 mile from I-35 (between 12th & MLK), I absolutely oppose the proposed project.
The proposed project will harm so many local lives, including all who will LOSE their HOMES and businesses,
and it will NOT solve the problem of traffic congestion.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.

Why did the third alternative get so little discussion? Groups in central austin have studied solutions to I-35’s
problems for many, many years. But from the information presented, it is clear that TXDot and affiliates have
given only a number of weeks consideration. This is not a wide open space in the far suburbs. This is
DOWNTOWN and it is on the river. It seems to me that the proposed plan is something that could not possibly
work with the constraints of the existing city, which of course includes the state capitol and the University of
Texas. UT was certainly not developed to deal with the noise of an expanded major highway in its law
classrooms, sports events, pedestrian walkways, etc.
There are other ways to improve life and transportation in central austin. HWY 130 is one of them. Another is
public transit. We need a multi-faceted approach, not a multi-billion dollar bandaid!
I repeat, I am completely opposed to the proposed plan. The #2 “no-build” plan is better and the #3 plan is
even better than that.

1925 Jennifer Schaffer

9/9/2021

Email

Do better. Or please just stay away.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-expanding I-35.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #247.

As you know, we are facing worsening crises of global climate change and inactive lifestyle-related health
problems. Expanding I-35 only encourages more polluting driving habits, making it more difficult and
dangerous to choose healthier options like biking and walking.
I’m addition, experience tells us that expanding highways doesn’t actually reduce traffic congestion, and often
makes things worse with traffic delays during construction and induced demand after construction is
complete.
Instead, I urge you to consider transforming I-35 into a boulevard and routing through traffic around the city
along highway 130 as it was intended. Local traffic can be accommodated by encouraging alternative
transportation modes like biking, walking, buses, and trains and building affordable housing near places of
work.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I am writing to express my vehement opposition to TxDoT's addition of any lanes to I-35.

See response to comment #6.

I am sure that when this project was first proposed, the idea of expanding I-35 to increase capacity was wellintentioned. However, studies all over the United States make clear that increasing highway capacity only
stimulates more traffic, creating more of a problem than solving one. I have absolutely no faith that HOV
lanes will be used frequently enough to warrant their extreme financial cost and environmental cost.
We as a planet are in the midst of a dire climate crisis. In the best case scenario, life in Central Texas in just a
few short decades will be significantly hotter and lived with drastically less natural resources at our disposal.
Whether for better or for worse, transport will be radically different. How would anyone in Central Texas in
2050 think that billions of dollars spent on the expansion of a highway as if it were still the 20th century was a
good outcome? In light of the future, it is unfathomable to me that TxDOT would conclude it is a good idea to
further consider adding lanes and flyovers to any section of I-35.
I wholeheartedly agree with the Austin City Council, the Austin Pedestrian Advisory Council and Bicycle
Advisory Council, the Cherrywood Neighborhood Association and so many other grassroots organizations in
the city that TxDOT must reconsider its entire planning process to put the health, safety, equity and prosperity
of Austinites and their environment first.
NO to removing the existing I-35 upper decks
NO to lowering the roadway, and adding two high-occupancy vehicle managed lanes in each direction along I35 from US 290 East to SH 71/Ben White Boulevard
NO to additional flyovers at I-35 and US 290 East.
The only part of this entire project in North, Central and South Austin that represents a small potential
improvement in quality of life for Austinites would be
- the addition of pedestrian and bicycle paths: YES
- additional safety and mobility improvements within the project limits: YES
TxDOT must invest further in putting I-35 underground and creating green connective spaces in the city--not
only for a small stretch of central Austin, but from Rundberg Lane to Ben White.
I feel despair at the thought that this "public comment" period will likely have no influence on the priorities
and plans of TxDOT. I hope I am wrong, and that TxDOT listens carefully to the multitude of important counter
arguments being made against their outdated and wrongheaded expansion projects in the North, Central and
South of Austin.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1929 Jennifer Todd-Goynes

1930 Jennifer Weiss

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please do not widen the highway. We absolutely cannot build our way out of congestion with more lanes; we See response to comment #6.
need to carry more people on the infrastructure we already have. The community does not want and does not See response to comment #13.
need more lanes; what we do need is a cap and stitch model that reconnects our streets and neighborhoods.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1931 Jennifer Wiebrand

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

How can an environmental study like this not include any meaningful ways to minimize the highway's impact
once built? Why doesn't it include technology or tools that will discourage excessice single-occupant vehicle
use, or encourage other modes? Trucking companies are preparing for autonomous trucks, how have future
technologies been addressed?

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.

And finally, the canyon through the middle of the city is not the best alternative for this project. This project
can and should be narrower. Access lanes could be cantilevered over the highway, or other through lanes
could be submerged further. Proposed caps and stitches should be included in this construction and financing
project. If it takes more time to get ot right, so be it. These critical issues need to be addressed before moving
forward.

1932 Jennifer Yager

9/22/2021 Email

Thank you.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

1933 Jenny Achilles

9/10/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #273.

We should be using our talent and ingenuity to build an infrastructure that unites Austin and encourages
multi-modal transition options. I-35 has always been an eyesore. The new plans will exacerbate that. We
know that traffic will surge to meet capacity, so this will not solve our gridlock problems. I avoid I-35, for
driving, living and shopping. This new plan will further detour me from the area.
Many smart, committed experts have provided feedback. Please hold TxDOT to their legal requirements
under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35,
including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch.
TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that
address community needs. All alternatives should be independently studied and should address
transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life,
economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
community plans, goals, and values.

1934 Jens Steinborn

9/22/2021 Email

As a lifelong Texan and 17-year Austinite, I believe any new infrastructure should align with our community's
goals and complement the society we are creating in order to address climate change and racial and social
inequity.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I suggest that I-35 traffic will be redirected to go around downtown. One suggestion is to make the current
toll road 130 to I-35 and switch the current I-35 to be a toll road. Then, lower and cap the current I-35 (now
toll road). That way, drivers pay up for the benefit of a shorter route instead of the current solution where
drivers pay for the longer route around downtown. Once the current I-35 (now toll road) is lowered and
capped, we can connect downtown to East Austin by building on top of the capped section similar to Klyde
Warren Park in Dallas which became an instead attraction.
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No honest environmental review should allow this highway to get rebuilt as proposed. None of the
alternatives propose significantly improving east/west connectivity and crossings, in fact in many places the
footprint of the highway will be expanded, making it take longer to cross on foot.
This project as proposed will increase air pollution, noise pollution, GHG emissions, and will continue to be a
scar and eyesore running through the city of Austin.

See response to comment #6.

Hopefully our elected leaders can do the same as Houston managed to do with I-45 and put a stop to endless
highway expansions for the benefit of suburban residents at the expense of the people who live inside the
city.

1936 Jeramy Garner

9/22/2021 Email

If you work at TxDoT, just remember that Texas has one of the most deadly highway systems in the country.
You all do nothing but build death, tear communities apart, and waste billions of dollars on projects that end
up just as congested as they were before.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1937 Jeremiah Bartlett

8/13/2021 General
Website
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I think I'm in favor of lowering the lanes of I-35 and adding a cover/caps. I also urge you to incentivize and
force thru-traffic around the city as much as possible. Managed lanes seem unnecessary if we can route thrutraffic out of I-35 whenever possible. If we must have more lanes, I'd prefer they were not occupancy
restricted, but destination restricted which is the only reason I'm in favor of Tunneling the lanes at all. I think
tunneling in general is a poor choice, but if it's used as a bypass through Austin then I'll reluctantly agree (SH130 seems like a better choice for this...)

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #4324

I'm not a fan of the plan at MLK which seems overly complicated and does not help to connect the vibrant UT
area with the east side. I would support a proposal that made MLK and the streets north up to 183/Airport
Blvd more accessible to pedestrians (removing the decks is a great start).
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Another item I'd like to request is fewer access-road lanes if possible. It makes it difficult to enter the ramp
and confusing to drive on. If we have a single lane it would be much easier. If we could sink those lanes and
build an elevated pedestrian walkway we'd be able to optimize pedestrian/bike traffic without stoplights.

1938 Jeremiah Bartlett

9/23/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1939 Jeremy B. Hendricks

9/7/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request. Take care and keep up the great work.
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1940 Jeremy Bagley
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9/24/2021 Email
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I'm extremely concerned at the lack of forward thinking with the proposed plan for I-35 expansion through
Ausin.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #273.

To best serve Central Texans, the primary goals should be increasing mobility, while reducing congestion.
Several tactics exist to more thoughtfully improve mobility, and TX DOT should be driving, and partnering to
drive comprehensive mobility strategies. These items should include driving mass-transit ideation and
investments, work remote incentives, investments in cities to develop non-car mobility options,
disincentivizing driving through the Central Texas Corridor via onerous tolls for non-local use, increased
investment in bypassing the Central Texas corridor, incentivising bypass routes with reduced tolling or no
tolls, and tolling non-business local traffic into the city during peak business hours. Central TX is a major
thoroughfare for non-Texas traffic. Non-Texans should contribute disproportionately to the maintenance and
investment of that use.
The proposed plan has a lot of flaws:
- Widening highways increases traffic, rather than reducing congestion.
https://www.nber.org/papers/w15376 This is costly for both local and non-local drivers in terms of time
- Increases in traffic will increase noise and decrease safety.
- The state should do more to press technology partners to speed autonomous shipping, in order to even out
use of roads across the time of day.
- Technology will shift local traffic to autonomous and non-individual mobility options. As local traffic moves
to less individualized options, taxpayers bearing the brunt of infrastructure costs for non-local traffic will
become more and more politically problematic.
- Large portions of city footprints used for parking, which isn't the best use. The current plan doesn't help
cities become less car-centric, and in that way, lacks forward vision.

1941 Jeremy Garcia

9/9/2021

Email

I look forward to seeing leaders at the state and local level partner on more strategic ideas that are good for
Austinites, Texans, and drivers.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.

Please consider alternatives to widening I35. If widening does not ultimately help congestion and only
increases problems and makes Austin look like a concrete monster (i.e. Houston), then please consider a more
Austiny solution. Don't let Austin become another concrete city. Set an example for other cities to follow.
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1942 Jeremy Hendricks
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. Those alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of
life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
local goals.

1943 Jeremy Jagodzinski

9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central Texas.
Adding car capacity - e.g. more lanes - will only add more cars to the I-35 expressway in central Austin.
TXDOT's adopted approach of paving more highway lanes in the midst of growing cities does not minimize
congestion, but rather increases the number of cars that are ultimately stuck in traffic. I do not support this
approach. To decrease congestion - and improve the quality of life in our urban environments (e.g. less noise
and air pollution, less accidents, less concrete) - more people need to share rides. This sort of behavior is
encouraged by giving buses priority on our roadways (e.g. at traffic signals); by improving mass transit, in
general (more trains!); and, in the context of highways, with HOV/Bus lanes. This approach makes it easier
and faster to get where you need to go if you share a ride with other people, which leads to less vehicles on
the roadways and, hence, less congestion.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #273.

I continue to be flabbergasted that the vast majority of my fellow citizens - in Austin, in the US - feel that
getting where they need to go requires a 2 ton vehicle. This, like so many of our personal excesses, is an
unreasonable expectation. It is also unsustainable.

I would suggest that TXDOT try to lead us into a sustainable future rather than keep repeating past failures.
More lanes for more cars is not a sustainable solution. More people in less cars is the future.

Thank you for the opportunity to share my opinion.
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I implore you not to expand I-35. We do not need more cars and more asphalt in Austin. Our planet is
deteriorating rapidly. I'm 29. It's very likely my unborn grandkids will be climate refugees.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.

We need to man up and do something to stop climate change. Cars and traffic congestion, as we all know, are
a major source of the carbon load. Investing in public transportation, incentivizing alternate modes of
transport and shorter car trips, and planting trees is where we need to focus.

1945 Jeremy Swanson

1946 Jeri Spence

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/10/2021 Email

Do not expand I35 and bulldoze all these businesses. We've expanded highways before, and it does not work.
I35 needs 4 uninterrupted lanes from SH45 in the north to SH45 in the south. This means at no time in that
stretch do any of the 4 lanes become an exit-only lane. If an exit-only lane is needed, a 5th lane must be
added in the desired direction.

Comment noted.
See response to comment #2370.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

To all involved, I openly oppose the recent antiquated proposal by Texas Department of Transportation’s
(TxDOT = Texas Dumb Old Timers) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
Why do we let this department wallow in Old Ideas of Highway improvement, they lack vision and sensibility,
we must rejoin East Austin with Downtown Austin and send this Highway underground. "NO Wider and NO
Higher" in the Commision's own words
Why does TXDOT get an exemption from legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) to seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect
Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch.
Texas Dumb Old Timers = TXDOT again proposed 2 identically similar plans that are just wrong. We own
TXDOT so make them hire some Young forward thinking engineers, engage the community and move forward
with righting all multitude of wrongs of when they built this highway the first time, not just another land grab,
more boring design that will not help any traffic problems.
YOU the Elected Officials must stand up to a department that is stuck in ineffective planning for the future of
our city & state.

1948 Jerome Denis

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

779

No.

Commenter Name

1949 Jerry Mylius

Entry
Date
9/9/2021

Source

Comment

Response

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1950 Jerry Negrete

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Good Morning,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #273.

My name is Jerry Negrete and I am a lifelong Austin resident. I live near MLK with my husband and two sons.
We send our children to Escuelita del Alma and are so grateful for the incredible care they provide our
children. Escuelita del Alma has a long history in Austin, and the I-35 Cap Ex. Central design threatens to
destroy the school and community where 200+ Austin families (many of them leaders in their community)
send their children.

The highway footprint design should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary
Cemetery. This accommodation is reasonable, promotes the goals of TxDOT, and preserves the existing
homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless destruction. This is a simple solution
that should be accepted and implemented immediately.

There are better and more creative options to consider as well, including moving traffic to SH130. The
rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an
excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

780

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

Let's grow responsibly. Destroying treasured Austin institutions is not the right way to grow.

1951 Jess Lonett

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1952 Jesse Attas

8/30/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I am not in favor of the proposed I-35 expansion in Central Austin - numerous studies show adding more
highway lanes only induces traffic demand, making congestion worse not better. It's hard to believe anyone
other than those benefiting monetarily from construction bids on this project could be in favor. This
expansion would take land away from businesses still struggling to recover from COVID-19, and drastically
change Austin's landscape for the worse, paving over parts of properties as wide ranging as St. David's to the
Austin Chronicle to Aster's Ethiopian food. It makes no sense to encroach on neighborhood homes, lose
restaurants, schools and medical clinics, and incur the price tag of a long-term construction project that
research proves does nothing to seriously alleviate our traffic problems. Thank you for your time.
I am disappointed with the proposals for several reasons.
The public engagement process seems designed to intimidate the public and discourage engagement. There
are large downloads with tiny text and little explanation, huge tables full of jargon, and little attempt to make
content digestible to non-highway engineers. I encourage you to look at Austin's Project Connect engagement
process for an example to follow. It includes digestible videos at various levels of detail with explanations of
the technical concepts and tradeoffs in language that the public can understand.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.

Regarding the content of the proposals, the evaluation criteria seems misguided. The highest priority is placed
on emergency response time and construction cost with little regard for the long term desirability of the
project for people who need to live with it. A higher emphasis should be placed on factors like impacts to air
quality, noise, carbon footprint, health of the population, and connectivity for non-automobile forms of
transportation. Furthermore, the independent study of community supported alternatives didn't give any of
them a fair shot: when the evaluation criteria boil down to "do the alternatives fit what TxDOT already plans
to do?" then you completely miss the transformative benefits of those alternatives and see only the areas of
additional cost.
The misguided evaluation criteria leads to an outcome that is predictably uninspired. A wider road has the
negative outcome of displacing many existing properties. Connectivity for non-automobiles continues to be
problematic, with long distances between bridges, pedestrians required to walk across dangerous high-speed
frontage roads, and a wider-than-ever gulf between east and west Austin.
In the spirit of saying something nice, I appreciate the effort to incorporate transit and pedestrian crossings at
a few intersections along the project length. The design at 4th Street looks like a nice improvement over the
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current configuration. But if that's the best improvement we can find for a multi-billion dollar investment, the
project is most certainly not worth doing.

1953 Jesse Attas

9/11/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #271.

The proposals to expand I-35 through Austin are a big, expensive step in the wrong direction. My main
interaction with I-35 is to try to get through the barrier it creates. Whether it's walking extra blocks to find a
way across it, biking through traffic on the dangerous frontage road, or driving through byzantine
intersections, the highway is more of a hinderance than a help to mobility in Austin. The TxDOT proposals to
expand the highway will come at great cost and do far too little to address these problems.
My ideal I-35 looks more like the community-developed proposals to reduce its footprint through the city. We
should use this land to move people, not cars; to hear birds, not traffic noise; to breathe fresh air, not
exhaust. We should invest in a future that addresses climate change by discouraging sprawl and automobile
travel.

1954 Jesse Baker

9/9/2021

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I urge you to listen to the people of Austin and seize this generational opportunity to turn this stretch of land
into an asset for the community, not a sea of concrete and cars.
No wider, no higher! There’s so many better uses for that stretch of road than building an even larger bit of
concrete in the center of the city and tearing down loads of existing businesses to do it. We have 130!! You
sold that to us as a truck bypass. Buy that back and force trucks to use it! Just removing trucks from I-35
would make a huge improvement in that road’s safety. Then deal with local commuters by actually investing
in transit. Enough with this!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. TxDOT is ignoring its earlier promises and the Austin community's clear
preferences for the future of I-35. Widening the highway, seizing land and destroying local homes and
businesses will only scar our beautiful city and damage the fabric of our community.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including the community proposals from Reconnect
Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch.
The future for I-35 should address community needs, not follow the priorities of a state bureaucracy. All
alternatives should be independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air
quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated
from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1956 Jesse Kasnicki

9/22/2021 Email

I urge you to please be a leader on this issue, get involved and ensure that the future of I-35 reflects the needs
of the City of Austin and the local residents who must live with the outcome for decades.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.

I oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35
Capital Express Central project.

1957 Jesse Moore

1958 Jesse Newland

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger. I will not support a plan that does
little or nothing to reconnect east Austin to west Austin.
Do not expand I-35. It divides the community and was a mistake. We need to put people ahead of cars.

Please reconsider the decision to remove the existing pedestrian crossing on Manor Rd, a crossing I and many
others use frequently to move between the University of Texas campus and the many residences, restaurants,
and businesses on Manor Rd and the surrounding neighborhoods in East Austin. Please prioritize pedestrian
traffic between the west and east sides of Austin in this area.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #1427
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Hi, I’ve lived in Austin since 1995. I’ve enjoyed the city and am saddened by the lack of care to infrastructure
planning.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1960 Jesse Saletan

9/17/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
The only solution to Austin's traffic problem is to get cars off the road. Widening the highway will only invite
larger lanes to be clogged again in the near future, will worsen pollution and global warming, and divert funds
from better alternatives to automobiles. It's absolutely wrong for Austin.
This city still has so many streets without sidewalks, or without adequate sidewalks. It has streets that are
suicidal for cyclists. It has traffic signals that favor cars over bikes and pedestrians. It has public transportation
that is only starting to become viable after decades of neglect. And it has a complete lack of traffic
enforcement. Focus on these fundamental issues, and pick a project for I-35 that won't encourage more
driving at the expense of our future.

1961 Jesse Sherr

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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See https://www.vox.com/22662963/end-driving-obsession-connectivity-zoning-parking
This project should include walkability/ connection and alternative methods of transit in its formulation. The
connection between East and Central Austin should be enhanced across this corridor, with entire segments of
the highway covered with a park/ joining element. If the R.O.W. is expanded through eminent domain, it
should be in service of future thinking, carbon reducing program that serves a multiplicity of functions.
Freeways historically divide and destroy neighborhoods and cities. Let's use an alternative that develops and
connects instead.

See response to comment #247
See response to comment #1427
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I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #16.

I've lived in Austin for 15 years (Hook 'Em!) and care deeply about our community and how we expand to
support the influx of neighbors.
I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm VERY concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I can't state this emphatically enough -- I desperately want us to think of this with the changing climate in
mind. I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. PLEASE afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

1964 Jessica Borda
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
I oppose the widening of lanes on i35 through downtown Austin. Invest in public transportation and get cars
completely off the roads. Get rid of barriers for those that can afford cars to get around town. Buses with
longer running hours, a light rail. Widening i35 only creates more traffic, not alleviate it.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #273.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1966 Jessica Cohen

1967 Jessica Deaver
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Is txdot listening to Austin at all? NO! Sink the freeway in tunnel! Build a park over it. Do not eminent domain
homes and businesses for wider highways. Don't keep Austin divided!

My family home is at 606 Highland Ave and as an Architect I am deeply disturbed by TxDot's proposal. What
they want to do to Austin reinforces all that is wrong with city planning. Why is TXDOT refusing to pay for any
proposal changes that will make life and transportation in our city better? Its the same excuse they always
use. Its a numbers game of how many cars/physical humans can get from point A to point B at the expense of
the OVERALL development of our city and the citizens in it that desperately need better public transit and bike
paths. The method of expanding the highway lanes did not work in Houston. In fact the die-off of businesses
and the decrease in property values along with the noise, pollution and further "sub-urbanization of
development" are all reasons why its obvious to anyone who understands urban planning that expansion of
highway lanes has historically not worked as a solution. If TXDOT wants to work with the city of Austin it
should consider any or all of the programs brought to them by outside advocacy groups made up of citizens,
architects, and interested parties. I grew up in this city, have lived in Central America, Austria, NYC and Los
Angeles and have watched as Austin has been outpaced by better transportation solutions. Better examples
can be found in a number of places. Repeating Houston's problem will have real and dangerous effects on
impervious cover, urban heat island effect, further investment in our city, densification, property values
among other things. TXDOT shoudl be required to work with local advocates on better solutions that
incorporate long term solutions that keep Austin a beautiful and equitable city. Sincerely, Jes Deaver,
Registered Architect

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I live in East Austin and do NOT want I-35 expanded. If you must expand it... bury it underground. But rather
than change it, force traffic AROUND central Austin. Increased lanes means increased traffic.
Get smart. You're traffic engineers and know about induced demand. Don't waste our money and land for a
temporary fix.
I do not agree with making I35 any wider than it already is, creating more lanes will divide the city further and
not improve traffic in the long run.

I do like reconnecting the two sides of the highway. Incorporating more green space, room for bikes and
anything to encourage more public transit is also good.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback. In previous scoping meeting feedback, we indicated our
strong preference for Building Alternative 1. We find it difficult to support Alternatives 2 or 3 for several
reasons, including: noise associated with additional lanes; east-west mobility challenges (especially as they
relate to the quality and safety for pedestrians and cyclists); and, the potential for the general width and
expanse of Alternatives 2 and 3 to perpetuate the division between east and west neighborhoods and
resources. These issues are of particular concern to us as residents between Dean Keeton and Airport
Boulevard. We believe that the project should evenly weigh the impact of changes to both the east and west
side of the highway, but it appears that current plans will take the vast majority of right of way from residents
and businesses of the east side. While we welcome the removal of the upper deck, we also support innovative
approaches to the design that would limit width such as cantilevered frontage roads and reduction of
frontage road lanes where possible. We are also willing to forgo access (on-ramps and off-ramps) to the
freeway between Dean Keeton and Airport Boulevard in the design in an effort to reduce the width and scale
of the project. We encourage project leadership to consider alternatives and enhancements proposed by the

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #271
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community in coming phases. And we look forward to more specific data on the impact to our neighborhood,
such as noise studies, environmental impact assessments and additional detail on how the construction will
take place.

1972 Jessica Kessinger

9/16/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

1973 Jessica Kessinger

9/21/2021 Email

I live East and it is so very hard to to get west in any other way than a car. This will make it worst. We need a
more connected physical space in the middle of Austin. We also have no time or need to allow more
emissions and more traffic given our climate change issues.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1974 Jessica Maher
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
We live very close to I-35 and have always thought an underground route bypassing the downtown area
would enhance the living experience for all of us living in the urban center. A proposal to expand will render
our property unlivable. Please consider an alternative. I’ve lived in Austin for more than 25 years and know
that it can continue to be its unique self without highway exoansion.

See response to comment #15.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1976 Jessica Mullen

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

789

1977 Jessica Pelache

Entry
Source
Date
9/14/2021 Email

1978 Jessica Richards

9/10/2021 Email

No.

Commenter Name

Comment

Response

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1979 Jessica Rollason

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #1398.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
We need to heal the scar that is I-35 in Austin! We need to cap and stitch. We need better cycle and
pedestrian infrastructure.
The current proposal is terrible with respect to transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values. What is TxDOT THINKING?!?!?!!
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
No. No no no no. No to the monstrous plan that will severely and negatively impact our neighborhood just
east of I35 between 38th1/2 and 32nd. We are not happy about being cut off (even more than already) from
west Austin. We are not happy about the auto centric plan. We are not happy about the loss of businesses.
Just no.

See response to comment #7.

Designated switch with SH 130 and I-35.

See response to comment #19.

You need to seriously look at the no build option. Alternative 1 was the least bad (but still not good) option
and it is being discontinued. Why? I did not see an explanation for why it's being discontinued. If there is
one, it was not easily available to see.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #271.
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See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

With the cascading impacts of climate change, environmental impact has to be the highest concern and have
the most weight in any consideration. Taking away green space and adding impervious cover only
exacerbates the effects of climate change. Plus taking right of way cuts down on available retail/residential
space for what is already the most costly city to live in in Texas.

Does adding more lanes improve traffic flow? Please look at how adding more lanes on other highway
projects has affected traffic and travel times and do a cost/benefit analysis on if the money being spent is
worth it. What is the measure of success? 30 seconds saved for each $1 million spent?

Why is this moving forward now? Why not take it back to the drawing board and start over looking at how to
make a redesign as environmentally friendly as possible? How can you add more green space? Could the
money being spent on this instead be spent on light rail between Austin and San Antonio to the south and
between Austin and Dallas to the north?
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

1985 Jevon Armagh

9/21/2021 Email

1986 Ji Kim

9/21/2021 Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #614.

I am writing in opposition of the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as
part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
I have lived in Austin for nearly 10 years, and I have started my family and put down roots in this rapidlychanging city. As much as I love a lot of the changes, such as access to beautiful new parks, theaters and
restaurants, and a variety of business options within walking and driving distance, I don’t appreciate the
traffic and congestion, pollution, and the general loss of identity that this beautiful small town is undergoing.
We recently purchased a beautiful home that we can raise our family in, and it is near so many things we love.
What we don’t love is being near the noise and pollution of I-35. I can’t even imagine how much worse it
would be if the highway were to expand even wider. By doing that, you take this beloved town even further
from what it should be and you also lessen the joy and quality of life that my family— and my fellow
Austinites— would experience.
I humbly ask that you reject the expansion idea and consider the boulevard idea. The increased access, local
transportation options, business opportunities for independent and local citizens, and general appeal of a
smaller and more accessible boulevard would be a major draw for this city. It would be a major highlight and a
delight for locals and visitors alike.
Please listen to the requests and comments of the individuals who live in the neighborhoods you would be
destroying. Please consider what is best for you our city.
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This is Jill Fussell at area code 817-296-4995. I live in Georgetown, Texas. I think we should take a lesson from
the Minnesota St. Paul area, in which they have taken the north end of I-35, and slowed it down to 45 miles
per hour through their city. This has had the effect of keeping mostly local traffic on that portion of I-35, and
people are using the bypass around it 'cause it's more efficient. We have Highway 130, which is not being
used to capacity, and I think by slowing down the traffic considerably on I-35 through Austin, we could force
traffic to go around. This is a simple solution maybe, or maybe not, but certainly less costly. Thank you. Bye.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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1990 Jim Bauer
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please reroute I35 around Austin, not through it.

See response to comment #19.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #8.

No city, in the United States (and probably the world) has eliminated or even curtailed traffic by widening the
highways. While a resident of California for many years, I watched highway after highway get widened and
the day they open up (after long closures and expenditures) the traffic is just as bad if not worse. Please,
Please, Please be a forward thinking city and not another Los Angeles. We are growing, we are big city, please
be a city others look to for solving these issues and not another statistic of doing the status quo.
Invest in Public transit and people powered transit.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Honorable Members of the Texas Transportation Commission,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #831

As a leader at St. Edward's University, I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital
Express Central design process. I echo the comments submitted by university President, Montserrat Fuentes,
PhD:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
St. Edward’s University’s 160 acre campus sits just west of I-35 in South Austin. Many of our 3,500 students
and 800 staff and faculty rely on I-35 daily, as they travel between campus, home and other workplaces. This
roadway is critical infrastructure and directly impacts the operations and transportation connectivity to our
campus.
I-35 is seriously outdated and needs transformation through Austin to accommodate the rapid and immense
growth locally and across the state.
Accordingly, I am writing today on behalf of St. Edward’s University, to express my support for TxDOT to carry
forward Alternatives 2 and 3 of the I-35 Capital Express Central design for detailed analysis in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement ahead of the Fall 2022 Public Hearing.
As plans move forward, I request TxDOT carefully consider alternatives to demolitions and other negative
impacts on businesses and homes east of I-35. In our city, I-35 is a racial and social dividing line and has
caused harm to generations of minority and marginalized communities in East Austin. The Capital Express
Central project is an opportunity to engage neighborhoods and address inequities.
University leaders are prepared to discuss this project and its impacts on St. Edward’s property, operations,
and educational mission.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

1994 Jim Summers

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
As an environmentalist, making it possible for ever more vehicles to hit the roads and pollute the air does
nothing to slow down, much less reverse, the production of carbon in the atmosphere. Along with keeping the
fossil fuels in the ground, lets not encourage the vehicles that burn them.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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September 23, 2021

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #7.
See response to comment #4324.

I-35 Capital Express Central Project
Attn: Project Team
7901 N. I-35, Austin, TX 78753
Re: I-35 Capital Express Central Project —Public Input

Dear Project Team,
As a native of Houston and as resident of Austin since 1976, I am submitting this letter in strong support of
improvements to IH-35 as it passes through the City of Austin. Removal of the elevated sections will go a long
way toward visual re-connection of sections of the City on either side of this divide. It will also promote both
business development and improve pedestrian experiences for residents and Capitol visitors alike. TXDOT is
to be commended for its commitment to this project.
With that said, I would encourage your planning and engineering team to investigate additional options to
significantly reduce the width of the highway beyond the current alternatives being considered. As currently
represented, while the visual barrier will disappear, the width of the artery will continue to be both a physical
barrier as well as an eyesore. As an improvement that Austinites will live with for decades, a reduced footprint
along with the creation of opportunities for complementary City of Austin improvements nearby would fulfill
the intent first captured in the decision by TXDOT to remove the elevated sections.
This letter is to encourage to TXDOT to go still further in bringing its bold intention into reality. Certainly, a
variety of structural solutions can be employed to stack at-grade frontage roads and boulevards over
depressed portions of the highway and foundations can be economically oversized for future improvements
by the City and/or P3 projects. Ultimately the added value to the real estate fronting on an improved and
more attractive IH-35 would also result the higher property and sales tax revenues to the benefit of the City,
County, and the State. Please continue the strong start you have in place.
Thank you,

Jim Susman, FAIA
Principal
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[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations.]

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment # 1427.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #271.

Please find attached a letter from the Cherrywood Neighborhood Association submitted as part of the most
recent I-35 Capital Express Central Virtual Public Scoping Period input process.
This follows on previous letters from December 2020 and April 2021.
1997 Jim Walker

9/24/2021 Email

[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations.]
Please find attached a letter from the Cherrywood Neighborhood Association submitted as part of the most
recent I-35 Capital Express Central Virtual Public Scoping Period input process.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #271.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #1427.

This follows on previous letters from December 2020 and April 2021.

1998 Jim Walker

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Cherrywood Neighborhood Association
The CapEx Project section between Dean Keeton Street and Wilshire Boulevard is of particular concern to the
Cherrywood Neighborhood Association residents and businesses and deserves as much innovation, creativity,
and perhaps additional funding, as has been focused on the downtown section.
We have submitted a letter via email that amplifies neighborhood-scale points specific to the Cherrywood
area that were initially articulated in our letters from December 2020 and April 2021, further explored in an
open house on September 8, and a follow-up survey of Cherrywood residents and business owners that can
be summarized in the following:

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #271.
See response to comment #1996.

Improving community awareness and additional engagement opportunities
While any project this large in scope will be challenged with community engagement, the schematics released
on August 10 reflect an inattention to community input. Our neighborhood is open to working more closely
with TxDOT on improving the engagement process.
Revisiting design alternatives
We stand with the many entities and organizations calling on TxDOT to revisit the principles of Alternative 1
that resulted in a narrower right-of-way and greater future potential for cap-and-cover as well as east-west
connections.
Maximizing remaining land for creative use
We request TxDOT refocus on a narrower right-of-way that leaves enough land along the frontage road (i.e.,
lots at least 60’ deep) after construction to allow our neighborhood to work with the City of Austin on creative
business and community uses.
Construction-Phase Considerations
It has become regrettably clear that almost any activity to renovate this section of I-35 will have enormous
impacts on existing businesses along the frontage road. We all on TxDOT and the City to create a plan for the
construction phase that is clear and fair to existing businesses.
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Equity
We continue to support the work of People United for Mobility Access (PUMA), Our Future 35, and other
organizations that are focused on strengthening the equity components of the higher-level Purpose and Need
statements for this project.

1999 Jim Wittmann

9/24/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2000 Jimena Gamboa
Bonilla

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #685.

I am opposed to the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
The history of I-35 is rooted in racism and segregation. It was part of a masterplan to further cut off needed
services and access from the Black and brown groups settled in East Austin. Now, there is a plan to make that
divide bigger and more visible. We have an opportunity to rethink what the future looks like and bridge the
divides that others created.

2001 J'Mon Ratliff

9/10/2021 Email

2002 Jo Clifton

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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If mobility and transportation efficiency are at the heart of this proposal, why not increase more green and
walking space for folks with out cars instead? Why focus on expanding an already congested highway in the
middle of a city?
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Expanding the footprint of I-35 will not make things better. I agree with the idea of "no wider, no higher."
Please do not destroy the businesses and homes along the highway.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2004 Joan Pruitt

2005 Joan Quenan

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/13/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I oppose the widening of lanes on I-35 through downtown Austin.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2006 Joana Ortiz

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2007 JoAnna Clasberry

2008 Joanna Lewis

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/31/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
We do not need more highway lanes. At the rate of covid spreading and the combination of our current
governor's pathetic legislative actions, both actions will greatly affect our current population and future
growth. Several industries are pulling out of Texas, and almost 70k Texans dead. We don't need more
construction congestion either.
Larger highways don’t work. If you add more lanes you will make the congestion work. This is apparent when
looking at the Katy freeway in Houston. We should bring Austin together, not divide it with a giant traffic jam.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Comment
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2009 Joanna Wilkinson

9/23/2021 Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2010 Joanna Wolavar

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. This city is already suffering from too much reliance on cars and has
ignored the need for public transport, and to make the city more walkable.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger. I
am already apprehensive when I have to use the I-35 and go out of my way to avoid where possible, this
proposal will only make that worse - and I know from talking to others that I'm not alone!
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2012 Jodi Rickel

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I am writing to oppose the expansion if I-35 through Austin.
I-35 is a menace in Austin. It is loud, dirty, and ugly. From an economic standpoint, it only weakens Austin as
valuable, taxable land is used for a money-sinking endeavor.
TxDot is stuck in past, using outdated reasoning to fix "problems" that only exist because they built the
problem. Studies have shown that widening highways does not decrease congestion in the long-term, and
TxDot's own Katy Freeway is a prime example. Choosing to widen a congested road will only perpetuate a
cycle of widening. We need to break this cycle by considering community proposals like Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. Instead of worsening air quality and noise pollution,
destroying 140 local homes and businesses, and making transportation more dangerous, we should be
focusing on a solution that will make Austin a better place to live.

2013 Jody Hubbard

9/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I live 1 block from I-35 and will be dramatically impacted by this. I oppose TxDOT’s current process and plans
and I do not support TxDOT carrying Alternatives 2 and 3.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #614.
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My concerns with alternative 2 & 3: noise pollution, air pollution, bringing the freeway and cars physically
closer to my home (on Hollywood Ave) and child. Difficulty getting on and off I35. Loosing buffer between
cars and my yard.
2014 Joe Acock

2015 Joe Cahill

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

No wider; no higher. More of the same cannot be the answer. I35 through downtown has had too much of an
environmental and community impact on this city already.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
TXDOT needs to encourage traffic that is coming from outside Austin and is destined for outside Austin to use
the high speed and high capacity roads to the east of Austin. TXDOT needs to restructure I-35 to enable Austin
traffic from one side of Austin to the other to flow well. TXDOT needs to discourage short distance traffic
within Austin from using I-35 and TX-DOT needs to drastically reduce the barriers to crossing of I-35 for foot,
scooter and bicycle traffic. While they are at it, make it less of an eye-sore and more of a community space as
well.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Honorable Members of the Texas Transportation Commission,

See response to comment #831

As a long serving leader at St. Edward's University, I have personally witnessed the transformation and growth
of our campus community in parallel with the growth of Austin. I am writing today to express my support for
the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process. I echo the comments submitted by university
President, Montserrat Fuentes, PhD:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
St. Edward’s University’s 160 acre campus sits just west of I-35 in South Austin. Many of our 3,500 students
and 800 staff and faculty rely on I-35 daily, as they travel between campus, home and other workplaces. This
roadway is critical infrastructure and directly impacts the operations and transportation connectivity to our
campus.
I-35 is seriously outdated and needs transformation through Austin to accommodate the rapid and immense
growth locally and across the state.
Accordingly, I am writing today on behalf of St. Edward’s University, to express my support for TxDOT to carry
forward Alternatives 2 and 3 of the I-35 Capital Express Central design for detailed analysis in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement ahead of the Fall 2022 Public Hearing.
As plans move forward, I request TxDOT carefully consider alternatives to demolitions and other negative
impacts on businesses and homes east of I-35. In our city, I-35 is a racial and social dividing line and has
caused harm to generations of minority and marginalized communities in East Austin. The Capital Express
Central project is an opportunity to engage neighborhoods and address inequities.
University leaders are prepared to discuss this project and its impacts on St. Edward’s property, operations,
and educational mission.
2017 Joe Deshotel

9/9/2021
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I oppose the expansion of I-35 through central Austin. This highway has segregated our city long enough. Let's
create an urban boulevard for local residents from 71 to 183 and route heavy and through traffic around the
city core. The current Tx-DOT plan is bad for our city and our environment.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

2019 Joe Hamill

9/24/2021 Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1540.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost.
There are better and more creative options, including moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The
rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an
excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

2020 Joe Levin

9/22/2021 Email

We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Now is the time for creative thinking. Traffic is not some kind of unsolvable issue. All around the world, cities
have figured out how to mitigate traffic. The last time TxDOT had their way and simply expanded a freeway
with the Katy Tollway project, it added an average of 30 minutes to commutes in the city of Houston. Why
would we repeat the mistakes of other cities? The proposed solution, quite frankly, is confounding and makes
no sense.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2021 Joe Llamas

9/9/2021

2022 Joe Quinn

9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I support lowering I35 to bridge the divide between downtown and East Austin. I also support the ability to
have more pedestrian friendly and green space above I-35. Having the new light rail with a station above I-35
is also an idea I support.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
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2023 Joe Salaman
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All the proposals for the I 35 expansion appear to have one thing in common, and that is the removal of the
upper decks for purely aesthetic reasons.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #316.

This of course will eliminate half of the capacity of what is already possibly the most congested section of
freeway in the US.
What's more, the most likely scenarios involve widening the highway and destroying whole sections of the
surrounding neighborhoods along with the accompanying urban forest which helps shield traffic noise and
keeps things cool, and no doubt mitigates a lot of air pollution.
Obviously the primary concern is to decrease congestion through downtown on what is a important part of
our national interstate system. The residents proposals to reduce traffic flow and downgrade the freeway are
of course impractical, as are the overly costly and ambitious ones to put the freeway underground.
What I fail to understand is the long held and consistent aversion to upper decks and elevated freeways in
cities in general. Yes flyovers are ugly, but we have them at all the major intersections already and they work
very well. Nobody questions the need to build skyscrapers in dense urban environments where land is so
expensive it has been the practical solution worldwide for over a century. So why not use the same approach
to roads? That was once the vision of the future along with the skyscrapers (portrayed in movies like
"Metropolis"), but unlike the skyscraper, the multi tiered elevated roads never got built and our cities are
plagued with traffic congestion and pollution.

2024 Joe Thompson

8/16/2021 Email
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So my proposal for I35, would be to EXTEND AND EXPAND the upper decks, all the way from Ben White in the
south to 290 or even 183 in the north. They could extend out to cover the whole width of both frontage
roads, providing another 4 lanes and much needed shade. Elevated catwalks suspended below the upper
decks could provide multiple safe crossing points for pedestrians. The middle gap could be filled in to create
an HOV lane. This would more than double through traffic capacity, while the lower decks and on off ramps
could be left as they are for in city traffic. This would also allow people to continue to use the freeway during
construction, avoiding the nightmare of detours onto the frontage roads or through our neighborhoods, and
prevent the loss of historic neighborhoods as will be inevitable with the current proposals being considered.
The footprint of I35 would remain the same and the cost would probably be less than any of the current
proposals. In my opinion this is the most practical solution.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commission:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is a central thoroughfare in the State, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.

Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

2026 Joe Tracy

9/24/2021 Email

2027 Joe U Ruiz

9/24/2021 General
Website
Comment
Form
9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2028 Joel Aldridge

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
Build the central part of I 35 so that it connects to SH 130!

Alternatives 2 and 3 are practically identical. Alternative 1, which would have kept TxDOT’s promise of “no
wider and no higher”, has been removed from study before the public could even comment on it and no
community alternatives are being meaningfully considered. What's going on here?!

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #33.

TxDOT has invited public comment on the I-35 Capital Express Central project several times, but each time it
has responded with designs that do not represent community input. I do not feel that my voice is being heard.

I oppose TxDOT’s current process and plans and I do not support TxDOT carrying Alternatives 2 and 3 into the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

TXDOT has the opportunity to repair and improve communities by updating I35. Please take community input
into account.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2030 Joel Nolan

9/8/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2031 Joel Risinbum

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Induced Travel Demand, the phenomenon where increased road sizes actually increases traffic congestion is
already an issue in Austin. Adding more lanes to an already over-taxed road system will only lead to continued
congestion. The years of construction and money spent to complete any expansion project will surely be a
waste. Those funds should be allocated to increasing public transportation options, a more imaginative
approach that does not simply increase the number of lanes and a solution that doesn't grow an already
impactful split between east and central Austin. The head of Austin TxDot District, Tucker Ferguson,
acknowledges the project's lack of solutions to the current congestion issues.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2032 Joel Settle

2033 Johanna Arendt

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Do not widen I35 - Toll I35 maje 130 free. Easy.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Please hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's
proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be independently studied and should
address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life,
economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
community plans, goals, and values.
Please get actively involved if you are not already, and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin
and community plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2035 John Barksdale

9/16/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

2036 John Beavers

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2037 John Bernard

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
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Comment
Form
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Thank you for your consideration of this request.
The current plan to expand I35 is an absolute disaster. I35 should not be running through Austin, period. It's
dangerous and divides the city, and the current expansion plans will just make it bigger and thus more
dangerous and more divisive. Plus, it will do this through taking property away from current owners, meaning
its supporting a terrible idea by taking things away from people. A much, much better plan will be reroute
current freeway traffic that is only passing through Austin onto existing freeway systems around the city (like
71, 130), demolish I35, and restore East Avenue for in-city traffic, returning that part of Austin to its previous
glory.
Austin has an opportunity to create a model urban corridor for the 21st century, one which could add to our
city’s growing reputation as one of the country’s prettiest cities. Please don’t let a lack of architectural vision
and uninspired engineering turn the entrance to Austin into the entrance to Los Angeles. Whatever happens
here will be the standard for decades. Do not let a lazy status quo make this choice. Here’s to our beautiful
Capitol city!

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2039 John Cano

2040 John Cano

8/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Sink the freeway and allow for a cap to make a boulevard and public parks on top.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
I-35 could be transformed to connect the community, the UT campus, and constraining the road to local use
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could encourage pass-through traffic to the outskirts of town. If I-35 could be sunk, capped, and tolled, then
maybe it would be possible to make 130 the free highway; even if it seems impossible, let the community
know how we came MAKE it possible.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2041 John Clarke

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2043 John Cree

9/13/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2045 John David Carson

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I oppose plans to put I35 above ground and destroy homes and businesses. Austin already has a real estate
affordability problem so we don't need to be losing more land to a highway. Burying I35 solves both
problems. Giving Austin more land to work with and expanding the highway capacity. It would also make
getting around on surface streets much easier. It's a win win whereas the proposed plans are all terrible. You
need to go back to the drawing board.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2048 John Dinning

2049 John Foor
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Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am opposed to widening I35 through Austin.

Please bury the highway.
I oppose expanding the number of traffic lanes on I-35, regardless of the different configurations or plans.
Increased/faster traffic flow/mobility now will only result in more congestion in the future as the population
of Austin (and the Central Texas region) increases. I support increasing public transportation options and
more use of HOV and toll lanes to discourage single-passenger vehicles.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2051 John Goodwin

2052 John Handley
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please don’t tear down the frontage road, I oppose I35 expansion.

I believe widening I35 is a continued mistake that america keeps making with it's roads and highways. It is
proven to be ineffective compared to changes like increased public transit and better options like pedestrian
walkways and dedicated bike lanes. The alternative proposals that would see I35 covered or converted into a
more pedestrian friendly space should be chosen over some widening of this scar in the middle of Austin.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #1427.

I am writing you to strongly oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
This current proposal ignores any meaningful exploration of connecting our city and seems to double down on
growing a transportation artery that is not functional, is responsible for many deaths with each passing year,
contributes to increasingly degraded air quality and heat island effect, and turns its back on other proposals
that seek to systematically redefine how we can redesign and implement better roads. Simply put, enlarged
roads will create new drivers, resulting in the intensity of traffic staying the same.
The modern interstate network mostly follows the plan originally conceived by the federal government in
1947. Why would we adhere to an approach that is 3/4 of a century old? If you had a heart transplant would
you rely on the procedures developed in 1982 or 2021? Seems a no brainer to me.
Our roads can no longer focus on the singular goal of more cars. We must include a broadened definition of
connectivity so that our major roads don’t continue to divide our cities while also adversely impacting human
health and well being. Let’s do better, the data and techniques exist, we just need to implement them.

2054 John Hersey

9/13/2021 Email

Please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans,
goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2055 John Hightower
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9/20/2021 Email
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Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2056 John Houser

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

820

No.

Commenter Name

2057 John Houser

2058 John Hunt

2059 John Iracheta
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Email

I'm very concerned about I-35 Capital Express Central project and what it will do to the city that I was born
and raised in. Please scale it back. way way way back. Even better, abandon this plan altogether and adopt
one which prioritizes moving people efficiently through public transit, biking, and walking, not cars.
The whole concept of expanding road capacity to reduce traffic has been thoroughly debunked. In fact the
opposite is true. More car capacity induces more demand for that road. Can we please start prioritizing
moving people efficiently and having a nice place to live? No bandaids. Your design principles are incomplete.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #273.

This is a terrible idea. Destroying property along the I35 corridor for more I35 is only going to propagate
misery for this neighborhood and for the commuters alike. I've seen some of the alternate plans and even the
worst of those is better than this one.

See response to comment #160.

I strongly oppose plans that call for the widening of I-35 through Austin. Building bigger and wider highways is
an outdated, 20th century transportation strategy that is a public nuisance. Increasing the size of the scar that
is I-35 through Austin will increase suburban sprawl, traffic congestion, noise, air and water pollution, runoff
and flash flooding and increase the divide between the East and West sides of the city.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/7/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Widening I-35 through Austin will only serve to improve I-35 traffic somewhat, but as we all know, the
population of Austin is growing and any short term gains will immediately disappear while Austin residents
are left with more challenges due to I-35 than before.

We need to try new ideas and reimagine transportation in Texas in the 21st century. Let's work on new
solutions that can meet the needs of I-35 travelers but ALSO the needs of Austin residents.

2060 John Jackson

8/28/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Please consider the options being suggested by the city council and people of Austin. We have to live with this
Interstate running through our city, so we should have a say in how things are done. If not, take this highway
around the city so you can build it however you like!
I am entirely against the expansion of I35. The effect on businesses and neighboring residences is careless and
fundamentally harmful. People will lose their livelihood and housing.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.

To decrease traffic, expanding highways in this manner is unsustainable. Making public transit a timely and
viable service is long term more effective, safer, and more affordable for the residents of the city.
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2061 John Koonz
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2062 John Lampert

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2063 John Laycock

Entry
Source
Date
8/20/2021 Virtual
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I can't believe the crappy mid 20th century thinking you're presenting us. Tearing down a neighborhood even
more than you already have to put in 20 lanes of traffic?

See response to comment #13.

You know this isn't going to alleviate traffic. It would be criminal incompetence if you didn't. It didn't work for
Robert Moses; it didn't work on the Katy Expressway; there is no way it will work here.

2064 John Lewis

2066 John Morran

8/31/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/13/2021 Email

2067 John Murphy

9/22/2021 Email

2065 John Lewis

Please give good faith consideration to the cap and stitch. Or save $8 bn and do nothing.
All of your expansion ideas are terrible. Do not displace people and businesses for a boondoggle roadway
project.

See response to comment #160.

Please chose the "no build" option. It's the best option for the city of Austin and the state of Texas. Consider
alternatives to roads for the future.

See response to comment #6.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commission:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is a central thoroughfare in the State, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2068 John Mutchler

9/17/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

2069 John Mwungeli

9/22/2021 Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2070 John Olsson

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Hello,
I've lived in Central Austin for over 20 years and have watched the city grow and change over time. I've been
supportive of transportation changes in order to accommodate this growth. However, I cannot support
proposed updates to I35 which would increase the footprint of I35 and displace homes and businesses, many
of which are located in minority owned communities. The city of Austin has a sad history of displacing people
and businesses along the I35 corridor, and now is the time to stop this and create new solutions.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.

I also happen to be a parent of 2 children attending Escuelita del Alma, a Spanish immersion school along the
I35 access road. It has been slated for destruction, along with many other homes and businesses. Escuelita has
literally no where else to go, given the unique nature of day care facilities (needing multiple rooms,
playground access, play facilities, etc.) and the skyrocketing rental costs in Austin. There are virtually no other
central day care facilities in the area to accommodate working families.
I urge you to consider more creative options. We've already spent decades separating East and West Austin,
and a proposed expansion will do even more to disconnect these communities. It will also erode the trust the
Austin public, and particularly residents of the Cherrywood community, has placed in our public institutions.

2071 John Ormiston

9/24/2021 Email

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
The plan is too expensive and will not solve the problems of traffic and safety. Furthermore, the property
rights of landowners near the highway should not be ignored. Non-local traffic should be diverted around the
city. The influence of contractors over TXDOT decision making should not lead us to disregard the problems
with the expansion of 35. Austin will be a better city if we adopt another approach, such as reclaiming the
land around I-35 for development.
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2072 John Osmon

2073 John P Laycock
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None of these ideas are long term solutions to the traffic problems on I35 through Austin, and the thought of
spending multiple years trudging through construction is abysmal.

See response to comment #19.

Give us a solution that lets through-traffic go around the city. Offer trucks free tolls — a much cheaper
alternative than any construction/upkeep.
The TxDOT-preferred scenarios, 2 and 3, are wasteful environmentally damaging and unnecessary. Please do
not rip a 360' scar in the middle of my city. There is a real chance to heal some of the damage that I-35
originally did with a cap and stitch approach but it does not feel like you honestly considered it. If 11 acres of
capping and stitching won't work, why not evaluate a smaller amount you think is more feasible.

See response to comment #13.

Money should not be an issue - the federal government just approved $200bn for highways. That will go
preferentially to places that already have a highway plan in place. So if TxDOT plans for the cap and stitch, the
feds will fund it.

2074 John R. Clarke

9/24/2021 Email

But TxDOT is not going to do that. It feels like this is total participation-theater and TXDOT was always going
to do what it always does - build ever widening roads that just induce more traffic instead of fixing anything.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2076 John Rippel

9/24/2021 Email

2077 John Schuler

9/15/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

2078 John Schuler

9/24/2021 Email

2079 John Schuler

8/26/2021 Email
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Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commission: Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most
chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often
called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical
stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.
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experiencing in our great State. Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35
Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. Thank you for your consideration of this request.

2080 John Serrao

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

TXDoT-

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.

Have you all considered just leaving 35 alone and swapping it with TX 130, in a sense?
- Make the old 35 a new local toll route through the city.
-Ban through 18 wheelers on the new local route / old 35, which should lower traffic.
- Make the current TX130 bypass free, resign it as 35 on the east side of town - which should boost traffic.
- Route all the trucks through there.
You could expand 130 where needed and the right of way is much cheaper (or already owned). Then you
don't need to do this exotic burying of the new 35 through downtown and move all those businesses.
I feel like this would be way cheaper and less disruptive.
Best of luck-

2081 John Shepherd

2082 John Simmerman

9/1/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/11/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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John
This proposal is a disaster and I strongly oppose it. It will make traffic worse in the short term, while feeding
into our climate crisis and ending up in the same place we started. Put the funding into transportation
methods that work to actually move people efficiently and safely in a city, not just making bigger highways
and doubling down on bad infrastructure investments.
Very disappointed with the complete dismissal of the community options. This interstate has ripped our
community apart and we must right this wrong now. Either tear the whole thing down rerouting I-35 to the
toll road, 130 or bury the lanes and restitch the city back together. You provide estimates of cost but
completely ignore future revenues generated by returning highway space into productive land that produces
positive returns on significant investments that would take place.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.

See response to comment #19.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2084 John Stansell

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2086 John Strange

2087 John Tatum

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Just widening the road and adding lanes , including managed lanes, for I-35 through Austin is not the best
solution. I urge TXDOT to look at some of the alternatives in a serious manner to find a better way.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2088 John Trube

9/20/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2089 John Uhl

9/13/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2091 John Wisdom

9/14/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2092 Johnny Pham

9/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I oppose widening I-35. I support re-consideration of Build Alternative 1. I support the Reconnect Austin and
Urban Land Institute proposals. I strongly desire burying and capping at least some portions of I-35 through
Central Austin.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #271.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.
The public should also be able to consider and select a No Build option.

See response to comment #7.

Expanding existing capacity (increased number of lanes) does not work, nor has it ever worked in any city that
has tried it. Traffic *always* gets worse in these instances. Thinking that Austin will avoid this pitfalls is
insanity. The highway needs to be completely buried/tunneled/capped with limited exits and entrances, and
funding should be going to public transit such as rail and bus expansion, pedestrian and fully separated bike
lanes and infrastructure. Rail lines should run along the highway corridor, including local light rail and highspeed trains to nearby larger metro areas (San Antonio, Dallas) and suburbs. We do not get to a sustainable
future for the city without radically rethinking our dependence on cars. By mandating that cars are required
for participation in the community, you are solidifying a paradigm that has significantly reduced carrying
capacity compared to the alternatives (rail, bikes, etc.). Removing alternative 1 from consideration is dumb.
Sometimes the better option, long term, will cost more money, and we can't have lower cost keep us from a
better future. Refusing to bury the highway also does not address noise pollution, which has impacts on the
environment, as well as negative health consequences for humans.
I don't think any of this will help traffic in this town. This city needs to invest in trains and buses, not
furthering the east/west divide with more lanes. Build a loop around the city, make the rich people give up
some property on the west side and make 360 an actual freeway.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.

This expansion of I35 is an expensive and unhelpful use of tax payer money. I don’t want this at all.

See response to comment #6.
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2096 Jon Grubbs
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See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I am a resident of Harris County but often utilize I-35 in Austin, both for work and personal travel. I write
today to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. Instead, I implore the Texas Transportation Commission (TTC) and TxDOT
both to keep to the commitment to go no wider and no higher. This is the 21st century. A transportation
revolution is occurring and the past 70 years of U.S. history clearly reveals expanded highways become more
congested and therein also even less safe. There are no upsides to expansion.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2099 Jonathan C.

2100 Jonathan Calvin

9/2/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/14/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Even though I live close to downtown, I try to avoid getting on I-35 altogether because of how bad the traffic
is there. But, TxDOT's build alternatives do nothing for the environment and would not rectify the extremely
racial history of I-35. Moreover, I am fairly certain that (even from TxDOT's analysis) that none of TxDOT's
current build alternative will mitigate traffic.
I-10 in Houston was expanded to 26 lanes, and that made traffic worse. We cannot build more lanes to get rid
of traffic. To TxDOT: please adopt aspects the various local proposals that are being advocated for by local
Ausinites, including Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute, instead of your current build
alternatives.
To TxDOT I-35 Capital Express Central Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #7.

I am writing to express my continued support for the redevelopment of I-35 through Central Texas and in
particular the CapEx project in Central Travis County. This international corridor plays an integral role in our
nation, state and region, in addition to local trips served. It must be redeveloped to improve efficiency and
increase capacity in a manner that reflects our community values, integrates with the street network and
transit system and enhances safety for all modes.
Over the past decade, the nuances of the proposed project have evolved significantly due to TxDOT’s
willingness to listen to the needs and desires of this community. The commitment to lower the highway
through downtown and remove the decks north of the university were much needed, and are much
appreciated, commitments. As you hone in on a final design, I encourage you to continue to give thorough
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consideration to requests for alternate engineering and design features that will make this project a model for
the nation, a generational investment for which all Texans can be proud and a local asset, especially for those
who live with its impact daily.

2101 Jonathan Cienfuegos

2102 Jonathan Cunningham

2103 Jonathan Cunningham

2104 Jonathan Eby
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Comment
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Comment
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Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

I find that all three options are a concrete mess. This is the TEXAS CAPITAL, Austin is vibrant, full of culture,
and a rapidly growing city. These designs address the car rather than the people. Where are the parks? Why
not cap portions of the Highways and build parks like Dallas, Boston, etc? There ought to be alternatives
modes of transportation integrated into the system, trains and train stop. I-35 is currently putting a wall
between east and west Austin, these proposed designs will transform that wall into a pit/ravine.
I am vigorously opposed to any expansion of I-35 in downtown Austin that results in displacing businesses and
residences along the corridor. It’s an expensive, inequitable, low margin solution for an area that already has a
perfectly good traffic-free through way, highway 130. If it must be expanded, we should put lanes
underground.
I propose advancement of Alternative 1. It is less disruptive to the central Austin community than either of the
other two alternatives.

See repsonse to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #271

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
I35 has always been a blight on our community. It makes it difficult to cross between neighborhoods, it was
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intentionally built where it was to separate east Austin from downtown, and it makes it difficult to solve the
climate crisis without giving austinites alternatives to driving.
Expanding I35 will make all of these problems worse, and because of induced demand, it won’t make traffic
better.
Please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans,
goals, and values.

2105 Jonathan Heaps

9/24/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Please do not widen I-35 with the Capital Express Central project. Instead, I request y'all follow the
recommendations of Reconnect Austin and/or Rethink35.

See response to comment #33.

We have long known that widening highways only results in increased traffic to match capacity (see Katy
Freeway). In a time of climate crisis where Austin is about to build a viable mass transit system, expanding I-35
is practically criminal.
I understand TxDOT is in the business of expanding highways, but it's long past time y'all adjust status quo.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2108 Jonathan Lee

9/21/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2109 Jonathan Ortiz

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I am writing to express my absolute opposition to TxDOT's proposed expansion of I-35 in Austin for two
reasons: 1) it will make traffic *worse*, not better and 2) the community does not support TxDOT's two
expansion proposals.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.

First, transportation science is clear: highway expansions yield more traffic, not less. Due to induced demand-a concept explaining that by increasing the supply of something (like roads) people want more of that thing-traffic actually gets worse every time we build and expand roads. Engineers began to understand how this
phenomenon affects traffic back in the 1960s, and social and transportation scientists have since collected
data that proves this phenomenon. "In a recent paper published by the Transportation Research Record,
author Ronald Milam and his research team reviewed the various studies documenting the induced demand
effect. They found that for every 1 percent increase in highway capacity, traffic increases 0.29 to 1.1 percent
in the long term (about five years out), and up to 0.68 percent in the short term (one or two years). One
recent study found a one-to-one relationship between new highway lane capacity and traffic increases.
However, highway planners are failing to incorporate this effect into their models." (Schmitt,
https://usa.streetsblog.org/2017/06/21/the-science-is-clear-more-highways-equals-more-traffic-why-aredots-still-ignoring-it/). Also, see "Report: Traffic Studies Systematically Overstate Benefits of Road Projects"
(Schmitt, https://usa.streetsblog.org/2012/07/06/report-traffic-studies-systematically-overstate-the-benefitsof-road-projects/). It has been widely studied and proven that highway expansions do not curtail or resolve
traffic - they make it worse.
Second, TxDOT is disregarding community input with their expansion proposals. TxDOT’s two alternatives are
nearly identical. There are no real alternatives being considered. Many community proposals have been
drafted--like Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch--but TxDOT is not
allowing a full study of meaningful alternatives to this expansion and ignoring promises that were made in the
past regarding I-35 and the community's input. TxDOT wants to seize 32 acres of land and destroy more than
140 local homes and businesses in order to make traffic worse.
Please hold TxDOT to their legal duties under the National Environmental Policy Act to consider community
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alternatives for I-35. We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs.
All alternatives should be independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air
quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated
from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2110 Jonathan Shuster

9/24/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2111 Jonathan Simpson

9/11/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

2112 Jonathan Starr

2113 Jonathan Stott

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/1/2021

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Virtual
Public
Meeting

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
As someone who lives near IH35, I am very concerned that increased car capacity will cause induced demand
and ultimately make the traffic problems worse.

I would much rather see my tax dollars be used to promote transportation alternatives to cars. I believe that
these types of projects benefit the public more broadly.
I am opposed to the plan to expand the surface area of the highway in central Austin b/w Dean Keaton and
Airport. I would like to see the highway not get any larger, not displace and businesses, and include carpool
lanes in each direction. Research demonstrates the limited impact of simply expanding capacity--the capacity
will simply be filled and cause further harm to the planet. I am disappointed that TXDOT is not thinking bigger

See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #13.
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and really re-imagining what a 21st century highway project can look like. A full cap and submerged highway
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I think it's a really inconsiderate idea to expand the highway and take away properties from dozens of people
who have lived along side IH35 for many years. The whole idea to expand the highway and think that this will
alleviate traffic is just plain stupid. What will end up happening is that it will allow more lanes of traffic
congestion.

See response to comment #160.

Put the damn thing underground. Park land on top. Connect east and west. This is so obvious.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #1427.

Widening i35 is the worst possible thing TxDOT can do.

See response to comment #6.

There are several other options that were on the table and you guys chose wrong

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2118 Jordan Aghimien

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I would like to make known my complete I would like to make known my complete disagreement with the
planned expansion of the section of I-35 in Austin. At this point, its been known for decades that expanding
highway infrastructure does not solve the issue of traffic. All that this expansion will bring is an induced
demand for car traffic leaving us with more Urban sprawl, less affordable housing, and more air and noise
pollution. All in all this is a disastrous idea and a completely inefficient use of tax payer money and resources.

See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #8.
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If we want to actually decrease car traffic, we must invest in mass transit and other non-car modes of
transportation to give people a competitive option when choosing their mode of transportation.

2119 Jordan Day

9/11/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2120 Jordan Hillman

2121 Jordan King

8/11/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I don’t think we should be building so many lanes through the middle of austin. We should be routing more
traffic outside the city. There were some good alternative plans that had tunnels and green space. I want
those plans back. Don’t turn austin into a giant parking lot.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I’ve lived in Austin nearly my entire life, and I’ve seen the city go through incredible changes. One change that
I believe would compromise Austin’s character and charm is the proposed plan to widen I-35. It’s been shown
in Katy that widening major highways does little to improve traffic congestion, and increasing our reliance on
individual commuter vehicles is terrible for the future of our city and our planet. Not to mention the years of
disruption the project would incur on our beautiful city.
I urge you to implore TxDOT to explore alternatives that increase public transportation to alleviate the
congestion in our city and to prioritize the environment impact of their decisions for the future of our children
and our children’s children.
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I would like to see the proposal from Reconnect Austin reconsidered. Burying and capping 35, allowing for use
of the newly available land, is the most responsible course of action. I would also like to see the lanes be
tolled, to allow tolling during peak traffic hours, to convince people to use other way to travel.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #13.

Continually adding more lanes to highways, does not ease congestion; it simply allows more people to sit in
traffic with us. We will need to adapt to the new way downtown and 35 will work, but continuing down our
current path is unsustainable.
Adding more lanes is a short term solution at best. The population of central Texas keeps growing. The
climate cannot afford more cars, more blacktop, more pollution, more heat. More car lanes are a bandaid not
a fix to the underlying problem. We need sustainable transport. We need to de-incentivize driving. Climate
change is the number one problem facing our world today. It affects the entire world. New projects should
help mitigate climate change not contribute to it.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #30

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2125 Jordan Wade
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Expansion of 35 in downtown Austin is a a mistake. It is not a benefit for the Texas or Austin to expand 35. The
only beneficial change to 35 is to either remove it or minimize its footprint within Austin.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

2127 Jordyn Middlebrooks

8/30/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Hello

See response to comment #6.

I am writing in opposition to expanding I-35 and asking for you to postpone this project and instead invest in
solutions that promote public transit and underground alternatives.
It is well documented that expanded highways do not reduce traffic. Not only does an I-35 expansion fail as a
solution to traffic congestion, it would create new problems in segregation, displacement, safety, and
mobility.
Large highways are more dangerous as they host more vehicles, and result in more injuries and deaths.
Prioritizing high speeds & capacity leads to more car crashes, more noise, and more pollution-all of which
disproportionately affect people of color and make Austin less safe.
I-35 is physical barrier keeping East & West Austin segregated. It is not only difficult to physically cross, but it
has also retained it’s divisive role as an economic and racial segregator since it opened in 1962.
Instead, to best serve the Austin community, I-35 should be buried. Car traffic should be directed
underground to allow communities to connect up top. I-35 runs through the center of Austin after all, and it
doesn’t make sense to widen the already divisive concrete barrier.
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Hello

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #8.

I am writing in opposition to expanding I-35 and asking for you to postpone this project and instead invest in
solutions that promote public transit and underground alternatives.
It is well documented that expanded highways do not reduce traffic. Not only does an I-35 expansion fail as a
solution to traffic congestion, it would create new problems in segregation, displacement, safety, and
mobility.
Large highways are more dangerous as they host more vehicles, and result in more injuries and deaths.
Prioritizing high speeds & capacity leads to more car crashes, more noise, and more pollution-all of which
disproportionately affect people of color and make Austin less safe.
I-35 is physical barrier keeping East & West Austin segregated. It is not only difficult to physically cross, but it
has also retained it’s divisive role as an economic and racial segregator since it opened in 1962.

2129 Jorge Losoya

9/22/2021 Email

Instead, to best serve the Austin community, I-35 should be buried. Car traffic should be directed
underground to allow communities to connect up top. I-35 runs through the center of Austin after all, and it
doesn’t make sense to widen the already divisive concrete barrier.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2131 Jorge Wunch

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I’m a young adult living here and I don’t see this highway being a part of the future of Austin if we want
sustainability, equity, and justice in our community.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I'm writing you to express my strong opposition to TxDOT's recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital
Express Central project.
Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg has repeated the promise from state leadership
that I-35 be "no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is ignoring that promise and dismissing a full and robust
study of meaningful alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and
destroying more than 140 local homes and businesses. I-35 already divides the city hideously; we do not need
it any wider!
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2133 Jose Vela

2134 Josefina Castillo
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I am for LOCAL control, not control by the state government. Please ensure that plans for I-35 comply with
City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
No land should be taken for the I-35 rebuild. And the project should bury and cap the expressway. The current
proposals from TxDOT are unacceptable and proposals from the community should be considered, such as the
Reconnect Austin plan.

I'm retired and need the less noise possible. I live two blocks east of IH35 and I've met countless neighbors in
the same condition. We are all against the expansion. Then, what was the point of building highway 130?
Initially it was supposed to deviate 18-wheelers, but it's just there with a toll on top and not actually providing
the needed loop it was supposed to help wih high Austin traffic.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #614.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2136 Joseph Delaney

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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We should take the funding allocated for "improving I-35" and instead put that into Austin's public
transportation system. I should be able to get anywhere in the city in 15-20 minutes. Continuing to add on to
I-35 will simply create "induced demand" necessitating even more widening and more lanes in the future. The
strategy that you are pursuing is not sustainable.

See response to comment #8.

With the amount of money you have set aside Austin could have a world-class public transportation network
that would retain people and attract talent an investment.
TXDOT must authentically consider and creatively incorporate the consistent community feedback,
particularly in the Cherrywood and Hancock neighborhoods of Austin (~Manor Rd to Airport). Given hope
from past press conferences, the current design is surprisingly dated and needs to be incorporating our new
understanding of I-35 needs, along with air and noise pollution, displacement and community health,
connectivity between east and west of I-35, and pedestrian and cyclist safety. The majority of homes along
the western edge of Cherrywood that expansions would impact are considered to qualify as historic priorities- keep any ROW expansion at least 60ft away. The Escuelita del Alma school is where our children also attend- a rich resource of Austin's Hispanic history going back to Las Manitas, Cherrywood's childcare, and large
employment center-- please protect this culturally unique area.
TLDR: I don’t approve, but if it’s moving forward the freeway needs to be a tunnel under all of central Austin
and include public transportation lanes.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #8.

The I-35 capital express central project is the wrong solution to congestion in this city. It’s quite apparent this
was planned to appease through traffic and those living in the outer exurbs. This project will hurt those living
in the city through increased congestion, pollution, decreased walk ability, divided neighborhoods, and more
parking/asphalt all while not solving the issue of congestion due to induced demand. Worse of all, you are
forcing city dwellers to subsidize the life choices of those who chose to live in the exurbs. If this project has to
be done (it doesn’t) then the freeway expansion needs to be done with as little impact to the center city as
possible. That means it needs to be completely buried throughout central Austin and it needs to include mass
transport options.

Time to amend the original sin of bulldozing i35 through downtown to keep out the poors. Remove this scar
from central Austin.

Also, while you’re at it, get someone to raise the gas tax. Have drivers pay for their roads.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I write to oppose this expansion plan for I-35. The highway is congested. Make it larger and it will continue to
be congested as more people attempt to use it hoping that it'll be faster. The real solution to our traffic woes
is more robust public transit, tram systems, busses, with more stops and schedules. Expanding I-35 is a waste
of funds that will not nearly accomplish the intended goals

See response to comment #8.

As a Cherrywood resident, I am opposed to the expansion of the highway into our neighborhood. Beyond
being ludicrously expensive, is there any proof this will be effective? Even if you assume a moderate decrease
in traffic, it’s still not worth leveling small businesses, a school, and ruining property values.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1996.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners—

See response to comment #15.

I am an Austinite since 2006 and a current neighbor to I-35 in Central Austin. I am writing today in opposition
of the current TxDOT plan for the I-35 expansion and asking you to pause the timeline until there are more
conceptual design illustrations, cost opinions and schedules for thoughtful solutions.
I support a tunneled "turnpike" under the current I-35 for the increased capacity of eight lanes. This could be
from north of 183 to south of Ben White. This option removes the need for right-of-way acquisition, further
reducing overall project costs and extended legal battles. This option, with the exception of the entrance and
exit areas, will leave the existing I-35 intact with very little disruption to the highway during construction and
provides better options for future capacity needs as more tunnels can be dug adjacent or under the expansion
ones. Tunneling also gives the opportunity of multiple launch points to achieve an accelerated completion.
Trucks should be pushed to SH 130 to relieve capacity.
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Austin should be a national leader in sustainability, promoting this option to protect our air quality as well as
reduce noise and light pollution.

2144 Josh Knowles

9/14/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2145 Josh Krauter

9/1/2021

2146 Josh Levine

9/9/2021

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

General
Website
Comment
Form
Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I do not support the I-35 Capital Express Central project. The destruction of businesses and homes, negative
environmental impact, and further segregation of East Austin this project will cause is not worth it. It will
make our city more unlivable and will not reduce traffic. Please reconsider this project.
I oppose a massive expansion of I35 - with a growing city, we should be embracing more multi-modal
transportation options that do not add to the damage that existing highways have caused our urban
communities. Starting with I35's construction, leading to redlining, blight, and now gentrification, I35 shrinks
the size of our city by imposing a very real barrier between communities. Our only option to reducing our
carbon footprint here in Austin is to provide numerous options for transportation beyond cars and then
making it logistically and practically expensive to drive everywhere.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2148 Josh Levine

2149 Josh Miksch

9/14/2021 Virtual
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Comment
Form

8/13/2021 Virtual
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am so upset by the notion that TxDOT would expand I-35 when everything we know and have seen in recent
decades about urban development and transportation has clearly demonstrated that widening highways does
nothing but cause more cars to travel on those highways and more problems. Every city that has shrunk,
removed, or buried their highways has seen incredible benefits, and we, the people, LOVE the walking, biking,
scootering, busing, hanging out, shopping etc etc opportunities that fewer major roadways provide.

Please, please, please, don't commit Austin to an expanded highway that will hold us back for decades to
come. I am for burying I-35 entirely, turning it into an urban boulevard, particularly in the downtown area, or
at the very least, "capping and stitching" it across as much area as possible. But fewer lanes would be BETTER.
We want to travel using other modes, and we want to be able to walk across our city. Don't doom us to the
same fate that mistakes decades ago have left us with now. Please do better.
I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion
of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the strong options that are on the table for expansion. It is important to move forward with one
of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through downtown can occur and keep Austin
moving.
This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.
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2152 Josh Rudow

9/22/2021 Email

2153 Joshua DeVries

9/9/2021
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commission:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is a central thoroughfare in the State, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
TxDOT has invited public comment on the I-35 Capital Express Central project several times, but each time it
has responded with designs that do not represent community input. I do not feel that my voice is being heard.
I oppose TxDOT’s current process and plans and I do not support TxDOT carrying Alternatives 2 and 3 into the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement because:
● Expanding I-35 to 20 lanes will induce more than 100,000 additional vehicle trips per day through the center
of Austin--increasing emissions, degrading air quality, exacerbating human health conditions such as asthma,
and ignoring Austin’s Community Climate Plan target of net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.
● Expanding I-35 to 20 lanes will result in at least 142 displacements--more than a third of which are minority
or low-income--and consume up to 32 acres of central Austin, reducing the City’s ability to fund essential
services through property taxes.
● Alternatives 2 and 3 are practically identical; meanwhile, Alternative 1, which would have kept TxDOT’s
promise of “no wider and no higher”, has been removed from study before the public could even comment on
it and no community alternatives are being meaningfully considered.
● None of the alternatives treat central Austin neighborhoods as having the same walkable character as
downtown; Alternatives 2 and 3 do not provide any new crossings in north central Austin that would connect
communities, improve accessibility, and allow safe crossings where people need them and none of the
designs fully depress all highway lanes in north central Austin.
● None of the alternatives provide physical protection for pedestrians and bicyclists from vehicles but they all
include frontage roads up to four lanes wide--which encourages more speed and crashes. They also show
raised and tunneled crossings that impair accessibility, lengthen walking distances, and create indefensible
and unattractive places for people who aren’t in vehicles.
[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #273.

Hello. My name is Josh Rudow, and I am a member of the Mueller Neighborhood Association Steering
Committee. Attached you will find our Neighborhood Association's response to the proposed I-35 expansion
proposal through Central Austin. Thank you.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #1532.
See response to comment # 1427.
See response to comment #247.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

It is incredible in this day and age that TxDOT seeks to double down on the damage I-35 has done to East
Austin. Their current plans to decimate yet more of the area are reprehensible and demonstrate the most
arrogant, selfish design that only someone who doesn't care for anyone but the richest, whitest, most
powerful, spoiled members of society could support.
And apparently, it's not enough to destroy more lives of those living and doing business on the east side, but
they also ignore all the environmental regulations they are required to follow. Please stop this wretched
scheme and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2155 Joshua Johnson

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

TxDOT promised no higher and no wider for I-35. I-35 is already a huge problem on a very nice developing
downtown. As shown by the Katy freeway and many other projects widening will not solve Austin's needs and
place it at a very uncompetitive level compared to cities like Seattle and the bay area which compete for the
tech companies that are currently giving Austin such a prominent rise. While for many in the suburbs public
transit is not a appealing option things like project connect that increase density are the only way to keep up
with growing demand and reduce traffic for those who do want to drive. I'm not a transit or traffic expert but
those who are have weighed in on this project and seemed to all show that this will be a negative for traffic,
downtown development, the environment, and the position of Austin as a growing modern city for America's
future. I seriously hope that you will reconsider this project.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2157 Joshua Miller

9/21/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I strongly oppose the current plan to expand i35 from airport south to 71. While the split deck system is
clearly a failure of of txdot to get it right the first time. The current plan is just going to make it worse, by
widening the highway at the expense of the city and citizen for the ill conceived notion of maximum
throughput. This thinking puts Dallas to San Antonio commuters above the citizens of Austin who will use/and
suffer this Highway daily.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #685.

First off this rebuild should not displace homes and businesses for pavement. Humans live in those houses,
and work in those businesses ultimately paying taxes into our community, in some of the most valuable land
in the city. Additional merge lanes do not. This is bad for Austin and bad for the people getting displaced.

Second, bigger roads just means more traffic. We don’t benefit from having a superhighway through
downtown. It chops the city in two and makes east west mobility even harder than it already is for the sake of
throughput. The priority should be on local travel not truckers heading from MX to Canada.

Third, it is way too expensive. 4 billion would be better used on mass transit or redirecting through trips to
SH130, perhaps people would actually use that bypass if it were not so expensive.

Last, there is significant cultural differences from east to west in Austin that are delineated by that highway. It
is a real life manifestation of redlining certain races of people from freely integrating into the city. The fact
that Txdot is considering and expansion of that scar is shameful. We need to be reunited as a community to
the be of it of us all. Which means removing the upper deck and returning I-35 along that stretch to a tree
lined blvd. Making it accessible to not just the cars and semi trucks but pedestrians, bikes, city busses and light
rail.

2159 Joshua Stricker

8/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Austin is not a small town anymore, if we want to be a world class city we need to not cut ourselves in two
with an oversized highway.
I-35 has long served as a dividing line in our city and is disproportionately one of the most dangerous roads in
the region. TxDOT needs to stop spending billions on cars and focus on the whole transportation ecosystem.
Austin is growing and without more busses, trains, bikes, and walking, we risk a car-filled dystopia of
pavement. I-35 should be torn down, and failing that should be narrowed, slowed, and have far more eastwest connections.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.

856

No.

Commenter Name

2160 Josiah Harlow

Entry
Source
Date
9/12/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2161 Joss Scholten

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am a long-term resident of Austin and user of interstate 35. I know as well as many how congested, time
consuming, and stressful commuting or using the highway can be. That said I also know how dangerous it is to
cross as a pedestrian and cyclist, how unfriendly it is to pedestrians, how much it damages the economy of
downtown and east Austin by acting as an enormous unpassable barrier for cars and pedestrians alike.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #247.

It divides communities and encourages sprawl and poor use of incredibly potent land that could be used to
better support nearby residents, provide housing, and provide property taxes back to the city and state.

Widening the interstate is antiethical to the needs of the community and should be avoided at all costs.
Further, the local community, city, and state should be working together to ensure a significantly improved
pedestrian experience is provided with any reconstruction.

It is one thing to expand an interstate highway to meed state and national needs if the highway is routed
around a city, but when the highway cuts through and divides a city like I-35 does in downtown Austin,
incredible care must be taken, and the cost of such an effort should not be the only consideration. It is well
worth the long term investment to do this right - keep the highway as narrow as possible, provide the means
to later cap and stich the highway, and focus on meaningful improvements for non automotive uses of the
land.
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Texas transportation and infastructure planning must look to the future and not continue to just spend
enormous amounts of money subsidizing cars and sprawl.

2162 Joyce Durst

9/15/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

2163 Joyce Jane Weedman

9/21/2021 Email
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Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2165 JR Adams

9/15/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2166 JT Burgess

8/11/2021 Virtual
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The two alternatives are terrible. TxDOT isn't listening to the community and ignoring decades of harm that
have been done to the communities torn apart by i35 and making it 10x worse. Listen to the people that live
here. We don't need more, wider lanes cutting apart our city. We need our city to be more connected, and at
the same time drive more returns on the investment in this highway.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.
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Form
2167 Juan Pinedo

9/15/2021 Email

2168 Juan Pinedo

9/24/2021 Email

2169 Juan Wah

9/15/2021 Email

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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To whom it may concern,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #273.

I am a citizen of Austin who is strongly opposed to the current I-35 expansion plans. While you can't deny the
traffic burden of the current road, I struggle to see how this plan would resolve any congestion. Decades upon
decades of freeway widening has shown us that more lanes does not fix traffic, often making it even worse. In
addition, TxDOT has not committed to making any of the new HOV lanes into HOV/HOT toll lanes, something
that actually could alleviate a degree of traffic. Traffic implications aside, a massively widened I-35 would send
tears through our urban framework. The footprint of the current freeway is already immense, but the impact
of losing the hundreds of homes and small businesses that would be bulldozed under all of the current plans
being proposed is staggering. An expanded I-35 footprint is also a danger to pedestrians, cyclists, and other
drivers; I-35 is already the deadliest road in Austin. It's not hard to see why- wide lanes and feeder streets
designed for high speeds, minimal street crossings, and lack of traffic calming infrastructure have caused
countless needless injury and even death. Another obstacle that could impede the goals of this project is the
fact that the city is ill-prepared to handle two simultaneous infrastructure projects under construction and
tying up our streets. Now that it's been approved by voters, Austin's Project Connect transit plan is set to
break ground within the next couple years. This project will be a tremendous benefit to our city in meeting its
climate and mode-share goals, but it's undeniable that the construction will lead to some serious closures and
traffic jams. I-35 being under construction at the same time could essentially gridlock downtown Austin into a
giant parking lot. I'd like to echo the concerns of Mayor Adler and the majority of the Austin City Council in
asking TxDOT to consider delaying this project's construction until Project Connect is completed. It's
imperative that TxDOT chooses a plan that builds no wider and no higher than the existing footprint. There
are many ways this can be done, with tools such as tunnels and cantilevered frontage roads. In addition, there
should be plentiful crossing points. These should include adequate pedestrian and cyclist safety infrastructure,
such as sidewalks and protected lanes. The frontage roads should not be designed for speeds higher than 25
MPH and should have traffic calming measures such as street trees to prevent collisions and keep us on track
to meet our Vision Zero goals. All of these things could make this project something more Austinites could live
with. I should note that I fully support the Reconnect Austin surface boulevard proposal. The positions stated
above are merely potential compromise positions. The climate is changing and the goal of state policymakers
should be shifting our land use and transportation decisions around denser, walkable and transit-oriented
urban cores. It's good for small business, free markets, communities, and the climate. Whatever higher costs
may be associated with the surface boulevard proposal would be offset by the increased economic growth
that would arise from it. Much of the current freeway right of way could be taxable land that businesses could
help grow our state's economy by occupying. The thru traffic can be rerouted through US183-S and SH-130
with minimal infrastructure upgrades required. Our state should encourage and incentivize this, as both roads
often operate far below capacity. Some of the traffic within the city would indeed end up on the boulevard.
But most of it may not exist at all because people would choose to take the Project Connect transit lines or
seek an alternate route or destination.
I strongly encourage TxDOT to take another look at this proposal, commit to a plan with a smaller footprint,
and delay construction until Project Connect is completed.
There are 3 sources of demand for I-35 through Austin that I know about: long distance I-35 corridor traffic
(mostly freight and tourists), suburban and ex-urban commuters, local urban commuters. You seem to have
the classic solution for the suburban and ex-urban commuters (managed lanes). I don't see anything really
innovative for the other traffic.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

1-35 corridor traffic does not use 130 as the tolls are high and it is no faster. Lets toll I-35 through Austin for
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non-local traffic and divert some demand to 130. Or, lets re-designate 130 _as_ I-35 and turn the bit through
Austin into 1-35 Business and ban long haul freight traffic. You can then add managed lanes for suburban
commuters plus another managed lane for mass transit.

2172 Jude Monica

9/23/2021 Email

(also see: https://www.austinchronicle.com/columns/2021-09-17/opinion-bring-back-east-avenuedowntown-is-no-place-for-a-20-lane-death-machine)
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2173 Judith Falci

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I RECOGNIZE THAT AUSTIN IS RAPIDLY GROWING, HOWEVER THIS I35 EXPANSION PLAN IS WAY WAY TOO BIG
AND DOES NOT INCLUDE MEANINGFUL PLAN OR COMMITMENT TO CREATE A COMPREHENSIVE, MODERN
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, ENVIRONMENTALLY DESIRABLE, COMMUNITY RESPECTFUL BIG PICTURE PLAN which
several of the below listed organizations can contribute to.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
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need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ens

2174 Judy Sargent

2175 Juho

2176 Jules Elkins

9/24/2021 Austin
District
Public
Information
Office
9/25/2021 General
Website
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

1.Take fee off 130. 2. Route I35 thru traffic onto 130 3. Place fee for trucks on I35

See response to comment #19.

As an Austin resident I want to voice my opinion against expanding I-35. I do not believe it'll relieve traffic or
be good for the city to further split it.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.

Austin is at the crossroads of an amazing opportunity to improve the downtown in a truly historic fashion. By
sinking and capping I35 through downtown we can (1) help right the historic wrongs of red-lining and
segregation and bring East and West Austin together; (2) remove an environmental and health hazard that
affects the heart of our community; and (3) create people-centered spaces with parks, bike lanes, and
pedestrian areas to make Austin a modern city and a livable city of the future.

2177 Julia Bordelon

9/2/2021
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Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I urge you to be forward thinking and recognize that the US can no longer continue to build cities for cars. It is
bad for people, it is bad for communities, it is bad for climate, and it is bad for health. Let's help make Austin
into the amazing city it can be by NOT expanding I35 but rather sink and cap.
I do not support the proposed expansion. We need a highway project that sustainably reduces traffic and
offers more transit options (BRT, bike lanes, etc.). Adding lanes to highways does not reduce traffic, and it will
further exacerbate a highway that was rooted in racism from its start.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.
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2178 Julia Chang

2179 Julia Chang
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General
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Comment
Form

I strongly oppose the expansion of I35 through Austin and would prefer many of the community plans instead
(ReconnectAustin or Rethink35). Given that TxDOT has already rejected those wonderful plan, I would prefer
you all do nothing. Please don't expand this highway. It is well known (see Katy Freeway) that expanding
highways rarely improves traffic congestion due to induced demand.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/15/2021 Email

I35 is a blight upon Austin, cleaving the city into two. I cannot stand by and watch you further cement this.
I strongly oppose txdots plans for I35. The highway cuts Austin in half and should not be expanded. Please
consider the reconnect Austin plan it rethink35 for a better approach.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

2181 Julia Lubarsky

8/31/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am firmly against the expansion of I-35. Adding more lanes of highway is a mistake and is 10 steps backwards
for our community. The people of Austin want efficient public transportation, not further investment in an
expansive highway system. Furthermore, the proposed TxDOT plan displaces 100+ businesses and housing for
primarily low income. In a time when rent prices are skyrocketing, this is inhumane.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.

I support Texas A&M Transportation Institute / ReThink35's alternative plan. That is a plan to create a
healthier, happier, more efficient, and beautiful Austin. The community would be so much better for it, in
both the short and long term.
Austin is growing rapidly. The way of the future is public transportation, NOT more highway.
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Hello,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.

My name is Julia Lubarsky and I am a resident of Austin in the zipcode 78751. I would like to submit a
comment in opposition to the expansion of I-35 in our city:
I am firmly against the expansion of I-35. Adding more lanes of highway is a mistake and is 10 steps backwards
for our community. The people of Austin want efficient public transportation, not further investment in an
expansive highway system. Furthermore, the proposed TxDOT plan displaces 100+ businesses and housing for
primarily low income. In a time when rent prices are skyrocketing, this is inhumane.
I support Texas A&M Transportation Institute / ReThink35's alternative plan. That is a plan to create a
healthier, happier, more efficient, and beautiful Austin. The community would be so much better for it, in
both the short and long term.
Austin is growing rapidly. The way of the future is public transportation, NOT more highway.

2183 Julia Lubarsky

8/31/2021 Email

Thank you. I look forward to hearing what future plans you create for a sustainable future.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

As an Austin resident, I am writing in strong opposition to TxDOT’s plan to widen I-35.
I write to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation, economic, environmental, and quality of
life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land
Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital
Express Central Project. This review, under the National Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis
and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
Highway expansions DO NOT ease congestion. Such action only encourages more people to drive, which is
counter to what the community needs in this moment of time. The people of Austin want efficient public
transportation, walkability and green space - NOT more highway.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2185 Julia Webber

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am a long-time Austin resident and married to an Austin native. I am an architect with years of design
experience on projects that focus on building community connection. I fully support the sentiments
expressed in the letter from Stephi Motal, President of AIA Austin. I feel so strongly that proceeding with
either of the alternatives presented (#2/#3) would completely devastate the future potential and well-being
of this great City. The alternative solutions that lower I35 and provide connection east and west with cap and
stitch conditions that allow for greening and public engagement are worthy of investment of both time and
money and will give back to our current and future residents in myriad ways for decades to come. TxDOT
needs to be visionary leaders and take Austinites down a healthier, cleaner, sustainable and more beautiful
path. To do anything less feels criminal.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #4324

Best regards,

Julia Webber

2186 Julia Woods

9/13/2021 Email

Architect, AIA
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

I've watched the never-ending expansion of lanes on I-10 in Houston, with no improvement in traffic
congestion. Let's work toward smarter transportation in Austin, not the mindless addition of more lanes and
the destruction of nearby homes.
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These alternatives are not acceptable. The highway should be no wider and no higher. We cannot destroy
more of the corridor and make it more difficult to travel east to west. I live on the east side of I-35 and work
on the west side, I often walk, bike, bus, and drive from one side to the other. These are not acceptable
options as proposed. The highway should be buried in a tunnel or reduced in lanes. There should be fewer
exits and entrances. We need to make it less convenient to use the highway to move around the city. NO
WIDER NO HIGHER. Reduce use of cars, please.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See respone to comment #8.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2189 Julia Youssefnia

9/15/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2190 Juliana Calle

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2191 Juliana Sheffield

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Austin is a progressive city, full of brilliant and creative community planners, builders and engineers. Why
wouldn’t so many of the tech companies that we lure here a year after year with tax reductions offer to help
pay for some of our strained infrastructure? Certainly we can match if not surpass some of the United States’
more evolved urban centers, ones that have constructed community-minded, environmentally friendly,
climate change-informed solutions which benefit all parts of the population? Instead we are not only
maintaining the status quo, but by building this project we are saying “we are not capable of contributing to
the problem of urban density in any constructive way”. More lanes, more noise, more cars and massive
trucks- this is short-sighted and destructive. Austin is already lagging so far behind in mass transit- why

See response to comment #8.
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continue to encourage an endless car culture? It is backward, lacks any sort of vision, and reinforces mistakes
we’ve already made.

2192 Juliana Such

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2193 Julie Adams

2194 Julie Ahn

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
What happened to cap and stitch plan? Adding extra lanes is not going to help, ask any urban planner!

As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.

highway footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A
narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from
needless destruction.
Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.
I cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose TxDOT's proposal for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.

2196 Julie Bauer

9/9/2021

Email

TxDOT is ignoring its promise to keep I-35 the same size and the desires of surrounding neighborhoods. Please
also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under NEPA to seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35,
including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch.
We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address the needs of the community and nearby
neighborhoods. All alternatives should be independently studied and should address transportation choice,
access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, and and community impact.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
We seem to have an organization wielding a hammer such that they approach every problem as though it is a
nail. I'd like to see TxDOT propose alternate solutions that boast lessons learned from cities that are more
efficient and people-friendly in their design rather than using the same solutions they have always used.
The proposed project will not solve the problem of congestion in the short-term or the long-term, will cost
people their businesses, and will make city life anywhere near I-35 less enjoyable. This alone should be
enough to reject the project proposal. If the true aim of the project is to encourage development OUTSIDE of
Austin, then I suggest those municipalities build urban centers that work well for their residents the way that
Austin has. The only way there will be incentive to do this is if it is cheaper to build offices where people live.
To quote CNN:
Civil engineers have known for decades that the fundamental rule of road congestion is this: adding capacity
doesn't reduce traffic in the long term. This is the economic phenomenon called "induced demand:" providing
more of a free resource (in this case, freeway lanes) will inspire more demand to fill it. After the widening of
the Katy Freeway, morning and evening travel times along the route actually increased by 30 and 55 percent,
respectively. The days of super-wide highway projects like Houston's might be numbered. https://www.cntraveler.com/story/the-worlds-widest-highway-spans-a-whopping-26-lanes
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2197 Julie Bracken

2198 Julie Campbell

2199 Julie Chase

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Email
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The proposed plan to expand I-35 through downtown Austin and the surrounding neighborhoods takes land
and homes from minority communities already nearly destroyed by its construction in the 1950s. It's even
nosing into a historic cemetery?!? We need I-35's profile to be slimmed down and become less of a scar
through our East Austin community, not more. We need transportation options, not a wider freeway running
right through the middle of the city. This plan is atrocious and must be scaled back.
Follow through with original plan and promise! Yes, it is expensive. Yes, it I disruptive. We will manage, all of
it. For the future of Texas, DO THE RIGHT thing and lower the highway. Dallas did it successfully and is all the
better for it. Doesn’t Austin deserve the same?

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #1540.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #15.
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proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

2200 Julie Fiore

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Widening I35 in Central Austin would mean the expensive project would be obsolete by the time it’s
completed. It’s hard to believe TXDOT isn’t aware of this fact, and the massive impact such a project would
have on the city - especially residents in the city core.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1427.

Routing traffic to 130 and bringing back surface-level streets would not only unite the city’s East and west
sides after decades of purposeful segregation but lessen the adverse effects of pollution to neighbors young
and old.

2201 Julie Graf

9/9/2021

Email

Consider how we’ll all look back on this decision in a few short years. Making 35 a monster highway will be
seen a disastrous failure, just like building the upper decks and making East Avenue a highway was years ago.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2203 Julie Minich

9/15/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

2204 Julie Minich

9/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I will be personally affected by this expansion as my children's daycare center -- a community institution
known as Escuelita del Alma -- will be forced to close as a result.
I write regarding plans for I-35 Cap Ex Central. As a parent of two children at La Escuelita del Alma Learning
Center, I urge you to consider a narrower footprint in order to preserve the existing homes, local businesses,
and my children's daycare provider.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1427.

As you know, particularly in the wake of the pandemic, affordable childcare options are reaching a crisis point
in the city and community institutions like Escuelita are central to the city continuing to have a qualified
workforce and vibrant economy. The current proposed plans will not only affect residents of the area but also
200+ families who rely on Escuelita for childcare. It will create a reverberating crisis.

The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an
excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.
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We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.

2205 Julie Peckham

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2206 Julie Swec

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.
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We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.

2207 Julie Thomas

9/11/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

The below is canned text; I agree with all of it; but also:
ARE YOU F***ING KIDDING ME? The very same day Austin announces they're aiming for earlier emissions
reductions, it turns out backwards-thinking TxDOT thinks the solution is more cars? Have we not learned
anything from any other city's transportation woes? Bigger highways do not reduce traffic! Getting people out
of cars reduces traffic! (Lots of exclamation points because I would be yelling if you were in this room with
me!) I'm so frustrated at the disinclination of this supposedly forward-thinking city to invest in workable
public transportation, in bike and pedestrian infrastructure, and in making neighborhoods walkable. Please,
please, please, I'm begging you, please don't let TxDOT go down this path. They need to learn that
transportation is more than cars. Please. This is money down the drain, destruction of the environment,
destruction of the health of our community, loss of land better used in pedestrian- and bike-friendly ways.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2210 Julio Carrillo

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
SEEKING A COMMUNITY CREATED ALTERNATIVE

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.

32 short paragraphs to describe the problem & opportunity to reinvent I-35
Proposed by Sinclair Black
Failed Public Policy
Purpose in Need is a formal statement baked into federal policy of the Department of Transportation (DOT).
The statement is used to justify every highway project placed into the project mill. This statement always says
the same thing, “this highway has problems, and we need to fix them.” The answer then is obvious, at least to
them, i.e., just spend billions of taxpayer dollars to cure problems their agency created in the past by
rebuilding the highway and widening it. The world’s best example of the failure of this concept is the Katy
Freeway in Houston. Now TxDOT Austin wants to repeat that disaster in the I-35 corridor. The project mill has
become a project treadmill.... rebuild and widen again and again. Remember the famous truism, “there is no
problem any city in the world has that is not the direct result of failed public policy."
Citizens: Purpose and Need
PURPOSE: remove the physical, social, economic, and racial barrier that has been the tragic legacy of I-35
since its construction.
NEED: re-integrate the I-35 corridor into the city fabric, reconnect Austin and create billions in tax base.
MEANS: Depress the main lanes, narrow the ROW, and reconnect the city grid with EAST AVENUE PARKWAY.
All of this can be achieved with the creation of a tax increment finance zone and a new special purpose
Development Commission.
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SEQUENCE:
1. Create the tax increment zone for the entire corridor and all adjacent land benchmarking current taxable
value which is presently zero on 136 acres of TxDOT land.
2. Implement the designation switch, which was recommended by a TxDOT study, and allow traffic to
rebalance before construction begins. Trucks use 130 like it or not.
3. Temporarily widen the existing access roads to carry more traffic and rethink the use of three major
arterials just west of the corridor in downtown.
4. Remove the existing freeway main lanes and proceed to reconstruct them below grade through Downtown,
UT, and North Central neighborhoods.
5. Cap the entire corridor from Town Lake to just past Airport Boulevard and create a surface Boulevard with
in-line stations at the centerline for buses and future rail.
6. Implement the new DA (direct access) lanes below and remove the temporary access roads at the surface.
Proceed to reclaim the redundant ROW.
7. Identify the development opportunities for rebuilding the city fabric on the new land, with the clearly
stated goal of creating an enormous new tax base to generate revenue in perpetuity.
8. Create the Development Commission that would oversee and coordinate all progress, based on a detailed
Critical Path schedule, just as many other cities have done.
9. Recruit qualified private sector developers for the many new development opportunities created on the
reclaimed land and identify tax base opportunities.
10. Coordinate all development activity, both public and private, including access rights, open space
opportunities like WATERLOO GREENWAY, construction disruption, and manage all north /south and east
/west traffic during the construction process.
A Possible Future for Austin
Imagine if you were in an entirely new district in Austin. Not in suburbia, not away from downtown but in an
integral part of downtown. Such a district is proposed in the I-35 corridor. A 20-block Parkway with wide
walkable sidewalks on both sides and thousands of trees to help with global warming. Through traffic below
and only local traffic on the reinstated grid. Now imagine the uses of such a reinvented district. Affordable
housing, market rate housing, workforce housing, student housing, a new location for Austin’s community
college, grocery stores, pharmacies, gyms, and flexible space for the innovation district. Both sides of the
Boulevard could be as exciting as Second Street has become. Dangerous traffic would be gone, pedestrians
would be everywhere, in the shade, and residents could walk to almost all necessities and amenities to
support a very high quality of life.
Sprawl, Congestion, Safety
I entered the University of Texas in Austin in the spring of 1958. I have watched that highway (I-35) built,
tweaked, rebuilt repeatedly, always with a claim of increasing safety. What actually increases are the cost, the
number of lanes, the endless sprawl that the highway promotes and the congestion that results. The most
rapid of these increases within the corridor however is the number of crashes and deaths. At this point, the I35 corridor accounts for 25% of all deaths in the entire City of Austin i.e., 325 sq miles. Vision Zero is a stated
goal of the city as well as for TxDOT, but there is little or no evidence of that concern in the current proposed
alternatives.
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Racial Divide…. Must End
The decision to locate the I-35 corridor intentionally created a physical, economic, and racial divide that still
exists today. The location decision was not the only local, state, and national policy steeped in racism, but it is
clearly the most permanent monument to and the symbol for segregation. In this time of widespread
numerous cries for social justice this monument to our racial history needs to be erased. It is time to erase
that barrier and RECONNECT AUSTIN after more than 60 years.
Public Space for People: EAST AVENUE PARKWAY
The PARKWAY scheme, as proposed by RECONNECT Austin, does not pretend to be a highway plan, just as
TxDOT plans do not pretend to enhance the quality of urban life. Citizens of Austin must step up and demand
the removal of Austin's greatest liability, to be replaced by what could be one of Austin's greatest assets.
Taxes you pay and lose forever.
Since we are all very concerned about the taxes we pay, here is a little bit of insight. You pay income tax and
property tax separately. The income tax collected by the federal government is redistributed to various
agencies like TxDOT. TxDOT then spends your tax money on projects in your city and in other cities. The
Federal tax you pay is higher in order to pay for things like highways that have little or no benefit to you. With
this situation, the property taxes are higher because a certain portion of the tax potential has been
compromised by the presence of a highway that you did not ask for, it's a no-win situation. RECONNECT
Austin proposes the creation of literally billons of taxable value. TxDOT’s proposals are all about cost on cost,
RECONNECT’ s proposal is all about tax income in perpetuity from new development.
Actual Access
Over the years, as citizens have demanded a civilized and reinvented I-35, the “highway department '' alias
TxDOT, has insisted that they will never give up the access roads or any of their excessive right of way. Their
reasoning is that if they give up anything, they can’t have it back. TRUE. The agency is pathologically
committed to the idea of access roads, as they understand them. Fair enough, how about four forms of real
access, not just a redundant highway.
1. Consider an urban Parkway at grade as part of the existing downtown street grid i.e. “Great Streets”.
2. Collector distributor lanes should be reimagined as DIRECT ACCESS lanes located underground with traffic
separated by destination i.e., either downtown by way of the next three ramps or beyond via the main lanes.
Speeds would be lower in DA lanes and no lane switching, with short ramps directly to the surface.
3. Local rail service at grade and commuter rail service below grade with in-line stations. Located along the
center line of the I-35 corridor. The one and only uninterrupted path through Central Texas, connecting Hays,
Travis, and Williamson counties.
4. The highway planners have never considered the parallel north/south streets that could distribute traffic
throughout downtown.
Massive Investment for Short lifespan
Longevity is the expected lifespan of something. In the case of an elevated freeway, that lifespan is expected
to be 40 years. I-35 has lasted for more than 60 years. Hence the need to rebuild it before it falls, a very real
concern of the DOT. The underground freeway proposed by Reconnect Austin could last 400 years especially if
it is sunken, capped and constructed by poured in place concrete. In this case, the freeway is no longer
compromised by vibration and weather, two of the forces that shorten the lifespan of precast concrete
elements.
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Long Distance Mobility at the Expense of Local Access
The phrase “improving mobility” appears in virtually every sentence ever published by DOT, i.e., TxDOT in
Austin. Mobility can be defined as the ability to get from somewhere you do not want to be any longer to
somewhere you think you may want to go. “Access” on the other hand is the ability to get from someplace
you are to somewhere you need or want to go, such as work, school, the grocery store, or Starbucks. Mobility
implies the use of an automobile while access can be automobile, bicycle but always implies walking. Mobility
is often achieved at the expense of access. For example, I-35 provides north and south mobility at the expense
of the urban grid i.e., access to everything the city offers. You gain access by leaving the highway to enter the
urban grid, the ultimate provider to access.
The “Sunk Cost” Tactic
Probably the most effective tactic employed by all DOT’s is a policy known as the “Sunk Cost theory”. If you
start two projects at a distance from each other the argument then becomes, “well, we spent all that money
and now we have to connect the projects.” Of course, that’s exactly what TxDOT is doing with their three-part
I-35 rebuild. Since there is little opposition north or south of Central Austin, TxDOT proposes to move as fast
as possible on both ends to justify the central segment project.
The Great Sidestep
TxDOT has been
planning the I-35 "Capital Express" project through Austin for decades. During their first virtual scoping
comment period, between November 12th and December 31st, 2,300 people, including myself submitted
good faith comments and ideas for an improved design i.e., the "community alternative". Naturally, we
expected a good-faith response from TxDOT but that did not happen.
On March 5th, just before round two of comments started, TxDOT published their response to the comments
from round one. Their response insults the intelligence of all the citizens that took their time to comment.
TxDOT's official response can only be labeled the "Great Sidestep", or the most completely duplicitous display
of manipulation that one can imagine. Their response was nothing more than a collection of prefabricated
responses describing the plan that they have had for years. They freely quoted other agencies ' policies as if
they supported their plan. Any specific issue raised, such as lowering the design speed, they quoted a number
of guidelines and promised to study the issue. If you believe that, they have a freeway to sell you.
Bypass to cure Congestion?
SH 130 E. Austin was sold to the voters as a bypass for I-35, as well as a rail corridor. Highway planners quickly
nixed the idea of rail. SH 130 was constructed by a private company which used tolls to return their
investment. This obviously created a disincentive to use SH 130 and an incentive to continue to use I-35,
leading to massive congestion problems we live with today, including the streams of trucks that choose not to
pay the tolls.
Public opinion?
TxDOT is required by federal law to listen to the general public through what they call public comment
periods. The federal law does not provide the detail on how to conduct this process, so the highway planners
set the required comment periods with very short time frames in order to limit the public’s ability to
participate. Involved citizens who are concerned about the welfare of the community are almost always
members of organized groups with bylaws dictating meeting times and voting processes. i.e., in other words,
it takes a lot of time for citizen groups to comment. Is this just another example of voter suppression and
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denial of public opinion?
Congestion, Congestion, Congestion!
Complaining about congestion has become a regional pastime. This complaint almost always refers to I-35. In
a massive study conducted by federal highway officials and TxDOT, the Texas transportation Institute looked
at 100 cities in the US and analyzed traffic over a 24-year period, only to find out that adding more lanes
never reduced congestion. More lanes only promote more cost, more sprawl, and therefore more congestion.
The “Scoping Scam”
Highway planners have spent years designing and redesigning I-35, usually with yet another consultant. When
they have decided what they choose to do and designed the highway then but only then, they ask for public
help in determining the “scope”. The last time they tried out a plan for I-35, a few years ago, they got a
tremendous amount of public input, mostly negative. Since they did not appreciate public opinion, they
simply declared a new start and threw it all out. If you do not like their plans TxDOT will simply announce that
they have decided to give your money to Houston.
A Real First Step
The first step for a huge project as required by federal law is a purpose and need statement to justify what
they already intend to do. The published “purpose and need” statement by TxDOT has one metric: seconds
saved over long distances. When in reality, metrics of a community should be based on enhancing the quality
of life. For instance, metrics could consider lives NOT lost in the I-35 corridor, property values NOT diminished
by the noise pollution, intellectual development NOT compromised by pollution from I-35, housing and urban
economy NOT lost to scaleless and banal highways. And most importantly, our once in a lifetime chance to do
our part for global climate change is NOT lost.
Land Use: Compact, Connected and Robust
The segment of I-35 from the river to Airport Boulevard MUST be capped. The cap allows the reintegration of
Austin with East Austin. The cap also allows for the major problems of air and noise pollution to be solved
once and for all. By sinking the freeway and capping it through downtown, the Medical District and the
University of Texas and by combining access roads into a civilized urban boulevard thereby creating a human
scale, walkable, mixed-use PARKWAY, Austin would enjoy several billion dollars of enhanced tax base to pay
for the cap with a tax increment bond. That bond would be easily paid off in less than 20 years, and the
investments would flow from the taxes forever. The tax base could provide for all forms of community
enhancement: parks, playgrounds, schools, and Great Streets.
Urban Design First
All large-scale high impact projects should originate as urban design visions. Urban design visions require
consideration of hundreds if not thousands of often competing issues. Traffic engineering on the other hand
considers very few issues beyond saving time for a few drivers at the expense of many in the community.
Traffic engineering is an integral part of urban design, but only one issue for consideration and only in the
context of the universe of other issues. Traffic engineering routinely ignores the universe of urban issues. Who
in their right mind would engineer a building for which there was no need or design?
Where is Rail? The Only Solution to Regional Transportation
Texas Highway Department was converted, by name only to the Texas Department of Transportation,
meaning ALL forms of Transportation. This expanded role of course is routinely ignored by TxDOT while
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consistently blocking other agencies from considering and implementing efficient and long-term cost-efficient
systems like rail transit. The fact that traffic engineers are not educated to design rail systems, is no reason
not to pursue rail as a significant solution to the problem of congestion, ultimately the only solution. The I-35
corridor offers the best opportunity we will ever have to commit to regional rail, there is no other equally
good opportunity.
Urban Design first, Listen to the Urban Land Institute
Urban design as a discipline deals with a vast universe of concerns: human, economic, technical, and political.
Regarding I-35, TxDOT policies are carefully designed to limit all concerns beyond moving traffic leading to
federally funded disasters in cities. Virtually every city in the US has groups of citizens trying to fight the
unresponsive heavy hand of the department of transportation or "DOT". TxDOT is the Texas branch of the
federal department of DOT. The recent weeklong charrette conducted by the national organization; Urban
Land Institute recommended a two-level planning process beginning with a locally generated urban design
plan, “the community alternative” before moving later to an implementation phase by TxDOT. Remember,
thoughtful design always comes before construction. TxDOT is first and foremost a construction agency.
Freeways without Futures
President Dwight D Eisenhower, having experienced the autobahn system in Germany in 1952 signed The
National Interstate & Defense Highways Act. He fully understood the value of the national highway system
linking cities and industries as a critical part of advanced planning in case of war. Highways were an essential
part of the national defense system linking cities, he also understood that that same highway should not exist
INSIDE the urban fabric. The highway industrial complex did not pay any attention to former President
Eisenhower’s understanding of cities and moved as fast as possible to put highways through urban areas. This
of course explains why most cities are now trying to roll back the incredible damage done to cities by urban
highways. Imagine how much human capital is wasted trying to reverse the mistakes of the urban highway
system.
Scale: Human or Otherwise
Human scale is that elusive and magical quality that a person experiences when they feel immersed in their
surroundings. Most countries in the world manage to create human scale environments in the absence of the
automobile. American cities have yet to figure this out. This of course is why people travel to other places,
primarily Europe. Very few places in Austin exhibit human scale, among those places that DO exhibit human
scale would be the University campus, Congress Avenue, and the relatively new 2nd Street District in
downtown. The absence of human scale is pervasive but especially within the I-35 corridor. Applying the
successful principals of 2nd Street District to the I-35 corridor would transform it from a hideously scaled,
destructive liability into a world-class linear park known as East Avenue Parkway.
“Community Created Alternative”
TxDOT is unable to listen to or respond to any suggestion regarding a better corridor. They have their
philosophy from the 50s and their playbook of tricks from the 60s and 70s. Cities around the country have
suffered untold negative consequences from the DOT but their extension in Texas i.e., TxDOT is
constitutionally unable to see the world as a happy, joyful, prosperous place for example like 2nd street in
Austin. For TxDOT, its cars and trucks and wider freeways…end of concern, period.
TxDOT fully intends to re-build their previous mistakes only wider based on bogus assumptions about the
future. Tax money paying for their construction projects is all they care about.
Unless and until the community steps up and speaks with one voice through a consensus “Community
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Created Alternative” TxDOT will simply plow ahead. Such a “Community Created Alternative” can only be
achieved by doing the following.
1. Pick up where the DAA stopped in the process creating a truly representative urban design plan that
considers the hundreds of issues that constitute a successful city.
2. That plan could then be represented in writing by one letter to the world signed by all leaders in the city:
- our senator- our community commissioners
- our mayor- our city council members
- our city manager- our head of ATD
If at that point TxDOT ignores the “Community Created Alternative”, the leaders could ask the DOT in
Washington to stop the planning of yet another disaster and support an entirely different process, one that
represents the city’s best interest and serves as a prototype for all other cities that are plagued by scaleless
and dangerous highways.
Racist Policies of TxDOT
As we see virtually every day in the news, conversations regarding racism are rampant. It is everywhere even
in good old’ Austin Texas. Look behind the veil of TxDOT’s plans for widening I-35 through the city.
- There isn’t even lip service to the problems of air pollution in the highway corridor. The corridor of maximum
air pollution is defined by I-35, which directly impacts minority communities including Sanchez Elementary
School, 97.2% minority students and less than 2 blocks to the east. And then there is the Medical School, the
Hospital District and UT itself.
- The Downtown Alliance created a special working group comprised primarily of minority community leaders
in order to ensure adequate representation as I-35 is reformed and rebuilt. That group has complained on 3
separate occasions in writing that TxDOT is ignoring them.
- Early plans coming from TxDOT include taking land from Mt. Calvary Cemetery which has historically been
where people of color have been buried.

A City is a Very Complex Organism
DOT i.e., TxDOT is a limited purpose monoculture dedicated to the construction of roads, MORE roads, and
WIDER roads. This culture is oblivious to concerns of climate, economy, equity, and the quality of life in the
communities where they build the highways. Their obsession with building requires them to ignore all
concerns of communities.
Federal DOT rules and the purpose of EIS (environmental impact statements) explicitly spell out the goal of
listening to the community to be impacted. TxDOT systematically violates the intent of those rules and never
accepts the will of the community. TxDOT sets up public meeting after public meeting with predetermined
plans and no intention at all to listen to anyone from the community. It’s no wonder that they have endless
ways to ignore the input they get from any given community since it is usually negative regarding their very
bad ideas.
When TxDOT gets angry they threaten to take your appointed dollars and spend them where the public is less
organized and informed. Please remember that they are playing the game with your tax money.
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The Magic of “Grade Separation”
For the past 100 plus years, the golden rule of transportation facilities has been “grade separation”, for rail
systems, and always for highways. This, of course, is the obvious rationale for I-35, some of which takes
highway traffic above and sometimes below the daily activity of the city, which otherwise is always at grade.
The principle of separation is obvious, i.e., the highway is disruptive and dangerous. That is, highway traffic is
totally incompatible and could never coexist with the thriving fabric of daily life. I-35 is a classic example of
“grade separation” and the success of that solution for highways but not for cities. I-35 has become a disaster
for Austin and every city that has been invaded and disrupted by the Federal Program to build a system of
roads for defense against invasions. Highways that connect regions through the rural countryside make sense.
Freeways that blast corridors through cities make no sense.
RECONNECT AUSTIN simply adopted the grade separation principle as logical and required to protect the city,
but turned it on its head, calling for the disruptive and dangerous highway to go underground and for the
local travel involving day to day life and economic dynamic of the city to re-occupy the surface of the very
same corridor. Presently, the corridor we live with today known as I-35 should be known as “Disaster 1.0”.
TxDOT’s hideous plan to rebuild it wider and higher should be referred to as “Disaster 2.0”.
The Promise: “No Wider, No Higher”
The only solution to I-35 that is acceptable based on promises of “No Wider, No Higher” made by former
Senator Kirk Watson and Bruce Bugg, the chairman of the Transportation Commission in February 2020 is to
work only within the existing right of way (ROW). This month TxDOT revealed that they plan to purchase or
TAKE by eminent domain 32 acres of existing land with 142 parcels: many homes and an equal number of
small businesses. In other words, TxDOT plans to break the promises made by regional leaders. The dirty little
secret is that they can accomplish everything they want to do easily within the existing ROW. Not only that
but it frees up 30 acres of land for creative city building resulting in the creation of enormous new tax base for
the state and Central Texas.
Austin’s Tax-Based Future
RECONNECT Austin proposes a net gain of taxable development in the 30 acres presently wasted on ramps
and access roads. This could result in 3.2 billion dollars in taxable development. The taxable value in
developable property pays for the civilizing of the whole corridor and continues to fund schools and parks in
perpetuity. This is of course of no concern to TxDOT.
The enormous gain in taxable property with the tax increment (TIF) proposal of RECONNECT Austin can
become funding for affordable housing as well as a regional rail system connecting the three counties of
Central Texas located on the center line of the I-35 corridor. Such a robust commitment to efficient and safe
movement would create eligibility for any number of additional funding programs. For example, FTA New
Starts new grant program could support the regional rail. All that funding would leave more TIF funds for
schools, parks, trails, libraries, and pedestrian/bike systems throughout the city.
Affordable Housing
The ULI Report on I-35 makes mention of the need for affordable housing. This could be accomplished by a
set-aside to fund affordable housing. Under Texas state code, section 311.008 funds can be within the
corridor and beyond. “Affordable Housing production must be expanded to meet the goal of 60,000 new
units.” RECONNECT Austin has proposed private development of 4,000 housing units in the I-35 corridor,
1,000 of these (25%) could be affordable. If the TIF zone is expanded as has been recommended by ULI, that
number could grow considerably.
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Missing The Point #1
THE ULI Report contained a number of good ideas, already recommended by RECONNECT Austin.
- First, is the tax increment financing mechanism (TIF).
- Second, is to expand the zone beyond the existing ROW where values range from $0 dollars currently to
billions in the future.
- Third, use the expanded TIF zone over the existing Waller Creek TIF to pay off the original bond used to
create the Waller Creek tunnel.
However, there are a number of issues missing with the TxDOT/ULI proposal. There is NO information at all
regarding the structural systems configuration of the two-remaining proposed “alternatives” despite their
claims to have “fully baked plans. RECONNECT Austin has a clear simple solution to ALL structural conditions.
Missing the Point #2
TxDOT/ULI’s proposals make no mention at all for solutions to the enormous traffic disruption that will
inevitably result from a decade of construction. There is NO plan for handling through travel.
RECONNECT Austin has a simple straight forward solution to mitigate the traffic problems resulting from the
re-build process. RECONNECT Austin recommends following an earlier TxDOT proposal which was to switch
designations between I-35 and SH130 and make SH130 free.
Among other issues not even mentioned by the TxDOT “alternatives”, are air and noise pollution, climate
change, safer speeds, vision zero and flood mitigation. RECONNECT Austin addresses all these issues and
more. TxDOT only pays lip service to pedestrian and bicycle facilities as well as emergency services planning
with no details offered to the world.
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1. Consider an urban Parkway at grade as part of the existing downtown street grid i.e. “Great Streets”.
2. Collector distributor lanes should be reimagined as DIRECT ACCESS lanes located underground with traffic
separated by destination i.e., either downtown by way of the next three ramps or beyond via the main lanes.
Speeds would be lower in DA lanes and no lane switching, with short ramps directly to the surface.
3. Local rail service at grade and commuter rail service below grade with in-line stations. Located along the
center line of the I-35 corridor. The one and only uninterrupted path through Central Texas, connecting Hays,
Travis, and Williamson counties.
4. The highway planners have never considered the parallel north/south streets that could distribute traffic
throughout downtown.
Massive Investment for Short lifespan
Longevity is the expected lifespan of something. In the case of an elevated freeway, that lifespan is expected
to be 40 years. I-35 has lasted for more than 60 years. Hence the need to rebuild it before it falls, a very real
concern of the DOT. The underground freeway proposed by Reconnect Austin could last 400 years especially if
it is sunken, capped and constructed by poured in place concrete. In this case, the freeway is no longer
compromised by vibration and weather, two of the forces that shorten the lifespan of precast concrete
elements.
Long Distance Mobility at the Expense of Local Access
The phrase “improving mobility” appears in virtually every sentence ever published by DOT, i.e., TxDOT in
Austin. Mobility can be defined as the ability to get from somewhere you do not want to be any longer to
somewhere you think you may want to go. “Access” on the other hand is the ability to get from someplace
you are to somewhere you need or want to go, such as work, school, the grocery store, or Starbucks. Mobility
implies the use of an automobile while access can be automobile, bicycle but always implies walking. Mobility
is often achieved at the expense of access. For example, I-35 provides north and south mobility at the expense
of the urban grid i.e., access to everything the city offers. You gain access by leaving the highway to enter the
urban grid, the ultimate provider to access.
The “Sunk Cost” Tactic
Probably the most effective tactic employed by all DOT’s is a policy known as the “Sunk Cost theory”. If you
start two projects at a distance from each other the argument then becomes, “well, we spent all that money
and now we have to connect the projects.” Of course, that’s exactly what TxDOT is doing with their three-part
I-35 rebuild. Since there is little opposition north or south of Central Austin, TxDOT proposes to move as fast
as possible on both ends to justify the central segment project.
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The Great Sidestep
TxDOT has been planning the I-35 "Capital Express" project through Austin for decades. During their first
virtual scoping comment period, between November 12th and December 31st, 2,300 people, including myself
submitted good faith comments and ideas for an improved design i.e., the "community alternative". Naturally,
we expected a good-faith response from TxDOT but that did not happen.
On March 5th, just before round two of comments started, TxDOT published their response to the comments
from round one. Their response insults the intelligence of all the citizens that took their time to comment.
TxDOT's official response can only be labeled the "Great Sidestep", or the most completely duplicitous display
of manipulation that one can imagine. Their response was nothing more than a collection of prefabricated
responses describing the plan that they have had for years. They freely quoted other agencies ' policies as if
they supported their plan. Any specific issue raised, such as lowering the design speed, they quoted a number
of guidelines and promised to study the issue. If you believe that, they have a freeway to sell you.
Bypass to cure Congestion?
SH 130 E. Austin was sold to the voters as a bypass for I-35, as well as a rail corridor. Highway planners quickly
nixed the idea of rail. SH 130 was constructed by a private company which used tolls to return their
investment. This obviously created a disincentive to use SH 130 and an incentive to continue to use I-35,
leading to massive congestion problems we live with today, including the streams of trucks that choose not to
pay the tolls.
Public opinion?
TxDOT is required by federal law to listen to the general public through what they call public comment
periods. The federal law does not provide the detail on how to conduct this process, so the highway planners
set the required comment periods with very short time frames in order to limit the public’s ability to
participate. Involved citizens who are concerned about the welfare of the community are almost always
members of organized groups with bylaws dictating meeting times and voting processes. i.e., in other words,
it takes a lot of time for citizen groups to comment. Is this just another example of voter suppression and
denial of public opinion?
Congestion, Congestion, Congestion!
Complaining about congestion has become a regional pastime. This complaint almost always refers to I-35. In
a massive study conducted by federal highway officials and TxDOT, the Texas transportation Institute looked
at 100 cities in the US and analyzed traffic over a 24-year period, only to find out that adding more lanes
never reduced congestion. More lanes only promote more cost, more sprawl, and therefore more congestion.
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The “Scoping Scam”
Highway planners have spent years designing and redesigning I-35, usually with yet another consultant. When
they have decided what they choose to do and designed the highway then but only then, they ask for public
help in determining the “scope”. The last time they tried out a plan for I-35, a few years ago, they got a
tremendous amount of public input, mostly negative. Since they did not appreciate public opinion, they
simply declared a new start and threw it all out. If you do not like their plans TxDOT will simply announce that
they have decided to give your money to Houston.
A Real First Step
The first step for a huge project as required by federal law is a purpose and need statement to justify what
they already intend to do. The published “purpose and need” statement by TxDOT has one metric: seconds
saved over long distances. When in reality, metrics of a community should be based on enhancing the quality
of life. For instance, metrics could consider lives NOT lost in the I-35 corridor, property values NOT diminished
by the noise pollution, intellectual development NOT compromised by pollution from I-35, housing and urban
economy NOT lost to scaleless and banal highways. And most importantly, our once in a lifetime chance to do
our part for global climate change is NOT lost.
Land Use: Compact, Connected and Robust
The segment of I-35 from the river to Airport Boulevard MUST be capped. The cap allows the reintegration of
Austin with East Austin. The cap also allows for the major problems of air and noise pollution to be solved
once and for all. By sinking the freeway and capping it through downtown, the Medical District and the
University of Texas and by combining access roads into a civilized urban boulevard thereby creating a human
scale, walkable, mixed-use PARKWAY, Austin would enjoy several billion dollars of enhanced tax base to pay
for the cap with a tax increment bond. That bond would be easily paid off in less than 20 years, and the
investments would flow from the taxes forever. The tax base could provide for all forms of community
enhancement: parks, playgrounds, schools, and Great Streets.
Urban Design First
All large-scale high impact projects should originate as urban design visions. Urban design visions require
consideration of hundreds if not thousands of often competing issues. Traffic engineering on the other hand
considers very few issues beyond saving time for a few drivers at the expense of many in the community.
Traffic engineering is an integral part of urban design, but only one issue for consideration and only in the
context of the universe of other issues. Traffic engineering routinely ignores the universe of urban issues. Who
in their right mind would engineer a building for which there was no need or design?
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Where is Rail? The Only Solution to Regional Transportation
Texas Highway Department was converted, by name only to the Texas Department of Transportation,
meaning ALL forms of Transportation. This expanded role of course is routinely ignored by TxDOT while
consistently blocking other agencies from considering and implementing efficient and long-term cost-efficient
systems like rail transit. The fact that traffic engineers are not educated to design rail systems, is no reason
not to pursue rail as a significant solution to the problem of congestion, ultimately the only solution. The I-35
corridor offers the best opportunity we will ever have to commit to regional rail, there is no other equally
good opportunity.
Urban Design first, Listen to the Urban Land Institute
Urban design as a discipline deals with a vast universe of concerns: human, economic, technical, and political.
Regarding I-35, TxDOT policies are carefully designed to limit all concerns beyond moving traffic leading to
federally funded disasters in cities. Virtually every city in the US has groups of citizens trying to fight the
unresponsive heavy hand of the department of transportation or "DOT". TxDOT is the Texas branch of the
federal department of DOT. The recent weeklong charrette conducted by the national organization; Urban
Land Institute recommended a two-level planning process beginning with a locally generated urban design
plan, “the community alternative” before moving later to an implementation phase by TxDOT. Remember,
thoughtful design always comes before construction. TxDOT is first and foremost a construction agency.
Freeways without Futures
President Dwight D Eisenhower, having experienced the autobahn system in Germany in 1952 signed The
National Interstate & Defense Highways Act. He fully understood the value of the national highway system
linking cities and industries as a critical part of advanced planning in case of war. Highways were an essential
part of the national defense system linking cities, he also understood that that same highway should not exist
INSIDE the urban fabric. The highway industrial complex did not pay any attention to former President
Eisenhower’s understanding of cities and moved as fast as possible to put highways through urban areas. This
of course explains why most cities are now trying to roll back the incredible damage done to cities by urban
highways. Imagine how much human capital is wasted trying to reverse the mistakes of the urban highway
system.
Scale: Human or Otherwise
Human scale is that elusive and magical quality that a person experiences when they feel immersed in their
surroundings. Most countries in the world manage to create human scale environments in the absence of the
automobile. American cities have yet to figure this out. This of course is why people travel to other places,
primarily Europe. Very few places in Austin exhibit human scale, among those places that DO exhibit human
scale would be the University campus, Congress Avenue, and the relatively new 2nd Street District in
downtown. The absence of human scale is pervasive but especially within the I-35 corridor. Applying the
successful principals of 2nd Street District to the I-35 corridor would transform it from a hideously scaled,
destructive liability into a world-class linear park known as East Avenue Parkway.
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“Community Created Alternative”
TxDOT is unable to listen to or respond to any suggestion regarding a better corridor. They have their
philosophy from the 50s and their playbook of tricks from the 60s and 70s. Cities around the country have
suffered untold negative consequences from the DOT but their extension in Texas i.e., TxDOT is
constitutionally unable to see the world as a happy, joyful, prosperous place for example like 2nd street in
Austin. For TxDOT, its cars and trucks and wider freeways…end of concern, period.
TxDOT fully intends to re-build their previous mistakes only wider based on bogus assumptions about the
future. Tax money paying for their construction projects is all they care about.
Unless and until the community steps up and speaks with one voice through a consensus “Community
Created Alternative” TxDOT will simply plow ahead. Such a “Community Created Alternative” can only be
achieved by doing the following.
1. Pick up where the DAA stopped in the process creating a truly representative urban design plan that
considers the hundreds of issues that constitute a successful city.
2. That plan could then be represented in writing by one letter to the world signed by all leaders in the city:
- our senator- our community commissioners
- our mayor- our city council members
- our city manager- our head of ATD
If at that point TxDOT ignores the “Community Created Alternative”, the leaders could ask the DOT in
Washington to stop the planning of yet another disaster and support an entirely different process, one that
represents the city’s best interest and serves as a prototype for all other cities that are plagued by scaleless
and dangerous highways.
Racist Policies of TxDOT
As we see virtually every day in the news, conversations regarding racism are rampant. It is everywhere even
in good old’ Austin Texas. Look behind the veil of TxDOT’s plans for widening I-35 through the city.
- There isn’t even lip service to the problems of air pollution in the highway corridor. The corridor of maximum
air pollution is defined by I-35, which directly impacts minority communities including Sanchez Elementary
School, 97.2% minority students and less than 2 blocks to the east. And then there is the Medical School, the
Hospital District and UT itself.
- The Downtown Alliance created a special working group comprised primarily of minority community leaders
in order to ensure adequate representation as I-35 is reformed and rebuilt. That group has complained on 3
separate occasions in writing that TxDOT is ignoring them.
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- Early plans coming from TxDOT include taking land from Mt. Calvary Cemetery which has historically been
where people of color have been buried.
A City is a Very Complex Organism
DOT i.e., TxDOT is a limited purpose monoculture dedicated to the construction of roads, MORE roads, and
WIDER roads. This culture is oblivious to concerns of climate, economy, equity, and the quality of life in the
communities where they build the highways. Their obsession with building requires them to ignore all
concerns of communities.
Federal DOT rules and the purpose of EIS (environmental impact statements) explicitly spell out the goal of
listening to the community to be impacted. TxDOT systematically violates the intent of those rules and never
accepts the will of the community. TxDOT sets up public meeting after public meeting with predetermined
plans and no intention at all to listen to anyone from the community. It’s no wonder that they have endless
ways to ignore the input they get from any given community since it is usually negative regarding their very
bad ideas.
[@Source]
When TxDOT gets angry they threaten to take your appointed dollars and spend them where the public is less
organized and informed. Please remember that they are playing the game with your tax money.
[@Source]
The Magic of “Grade Separation”
For the past 100 plus years, the golden rule of transportation facilities has been “grade separation”, for rail
systems, and always for highways. This, of course, is the obvious rationale for I-35, some of which takes
highway traffic above and sometimes below the daily activity of the city, which otherwise is always at grade.
The principle of separation is obvious, i.e., the highway is disruptive and dangerous. That is, highway traffic is
totally incompatible and could never coexist with the thriving fabric of daily life. I-35 is a classic example of
“grade separation” and the success of that solution for highways but not for cities. I-35 has become a disaster
for Austin and every city that has been invaded and disrupted by the Federal Program to build a system of
roads for defense against invasions. Highways that connect regions through the rural countryside make sense.
Freeways that blast corridors through cities make no sense.
RECONNECT AUSTIN simply adopted the grade separation principle as logical and required to protect the city,
but turned it on its head, calling for the disruptive and dangerous highway to go underground and for the
local travel involving day to day life and economic dynamic of the city to re-occupy the surface of the very
same corridor. Presently, the corridor we live with today known as I-35 should be known as “Disaster 1.0”.
TxDOT’s hideous plan to rebuild it wider and higher should be referred to as “Disaster 2.0”.
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The Promise: “No Wider, No Higher”
The only solution to I-35 that is acceptable based on promises of “No Wider, No Higher” made by former
Senator Kirk Watson and Bruce Bugg, the chairman of the Transportation Commission in February 2020 is to
work only within the existing right of way (ROW). This month TxDOT revealed that they plan to purchase or
TAKE by eminent domain 32 acres of existing land with 142 parcels: many homes and an equal number of
small businesses. In other words, TxDOT plans to break the promises made by regional leaders. The dirty little
secret is that they can accomplish everything they want to do easily within the existing ROW. Not only that
but it frees up 30 acres of land for creative city building resulting in the creation of enormous new tax base for
the state and Central Texas.
Austin’s Tax-Based Future
RECONNECT Austin proposes a net gain of taxable development in the 30 acres presently wasted on ramps
and access roads. This could result in 3.2 billion dollars in taxable development. The taxable value in
developable property pays for the civilizing of the whole corridor and continues to fund schools and parks in
perpetuity. This is of course of no concern to TxDOT.
The enormous gain in taxable property with the tax increment (TIF) proposal of RECONNECT Austin can
become funding for affordable housing as well as a regional rail system connecting the three counties of
Central Texas located on the center line of the I-35 corridor. Such a robust commitment to efficient and safe
movement would create eligibility for any number of additional funding programs. For example, FTA New
Starts new grant program could support the regional rail. All that funding would leave more TIF funds for
schools, parks, trails, libraries, and pedestrian/bike systems throughout the city.
Affordable Housing
The ULI Report on I-35 makes mention of the need for affordable housing. This could be accomplished by a
set-aside to fund affordable housing. Under Texas state code, section 311.008 funds can be within the
corridor and beyond. “Affordable Housing production must be expanded to meet the goal of 60,000 new
units.” RECONNECT Austin has proposed private development of 4,000 housing units in the I-35 corridor,
1,000 of these (25%) could be affordable. If the TIF zone is expanded as has been recommended by ULI, that
number could grow considerably.
Missing The Point #1
THE ULI Report contained a number of good ideas, already recommended by RECONNECT Austin.
- First, is the tax increment financing mechanism (TIF).
- Second, is to expand the zone beyond the existing ROW where values range from $0 dollars currently to
billions in the future.
- Third, use the expanded TIF zone over the existing Waller Creek TIF to pay off the original bond used to
create the Waller Creek tunnel.
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However, there are a number of issues missing with the TxDOT/ULI proposal. There is NO information at all
regarding the structural systems configuration of the two-remaining proposed “alternatives” despite their
claims to have “fully baked plans. RECONNECT Austin has a clear simple solution to ALL structural conditions.
Missing the Point #2
TxDOT/ULI’s proposals make no mention at all for solutions to the enormous traffic disruption that will
inevitably result from a decade of construction. There is NO plan for handling through travel.
RECONNECT Austin has a simple straight forward solution to mitigate the traffic problems resulting from the
re-build process. RECONNECT Austin recommends following an earlier TxDOT proposal which was to switch
designations between I-35 and SH130 and make SH130 free.
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Among other issues not even mentioned by the TxDOT “alternatives”, are air and noise pollution, climate
change, safer speeds, vision zero and flood mitigation. RECONNECT Austin addresses all these issues and
more. TxDOT only pays lip service to pedestrian and bicycle facilities as well as emergency services planning
with no details offered to the world.
I’d love to support your efforts for designing a highway that is not wider and not higher than what I-35 is
today. More than designing a typical disruptive scar, I would love to contribute with other ideas that include a
systems approach and a design thinking process

See response to comment #6.

This plan destroys too many homes and businesses for an unproven positive effect on transportation.

See response to comment #160.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2215 Justin DuRant

9/1/2021

2216 Justin Kosoris

9/2/2021

2217 Justin S. Garrett

9/9/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I think HOV/bus lanes are a good idea. I don't think we should be adding main lanes between Oltorf and MLK.
Three is enough, and adding more will just encourage more people to use the freeway, eliminating the
assumed benefits of the extra lane.

Widening highways is a useless waste of taxpayer funds per numerous studies that have examined similar
projects. TxDOT needs to accept alternatives that put the longer term economic and social health and
wellbeing of Texans over the shortsighted goal of moving more cars through an area in the short term. By the
time this project is finished, the future of transportation will be on us, fundamentally altering how people
travel. We should be embracing that future rather than be beholden to outdated and wrong ideas
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

Comment noted.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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Please do not widen I35 and deepen the divide that cuts through Austin. We don't need another Katy
Freeway. We need a cap and cover initiative that promotes valuable green space downtown. You might be
able to fit more cars with Alt 2 or 3, but more cars is not what Austin needs.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.

The current plans to extend highway I-35 desperately negatively affect our neighborhood. It would demolish
the only Spanish-Immension daycare in near vicinity, and would increase traffic noise to our neighborhood,
without decreasing traffic.

See response to comment #160.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

As a born and raised Austinite and professional urban planner, I write to oppose the Texas Department of
Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2221 Kady Williams

2222 Kahla Brown

9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
DO NOT EXPAND I35. DO NOT BUILD ANY MORE HIGHWAYS. EXPAND PUBLIC TRANSIT. BUILD A RAIL/TRAIN
SYSTEM OR SUBWAY AND EXPAND THE BUS SYSTEM SO FOLX CAN TRAVEL MORE EFFICIENTLY AND BE LESS
RELIANT ON CARS TO TRAVEL THROUGH AUSTIN. CARS POLLUTE THE EARTH AND KILL PEOPLE MORE THAN
PUBLIC TRANSIT. THIS IS RIDICULOUS.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
There is potential here for something truly beautiful and meaningful to occur in our city, and I ask that you
witness and respect the outpouring of support from informed and passionate citizens by pursuing alternative
options to expansion.
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2223 Kai Bovik
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9/21/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2224 Kai James

2225 Kaitlin Rightler

2226 Kaitlyn Klafka

9/20/2021 Virtual
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Comment
Form

9/15/2021 Virtual
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9/9/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
A ghastly plan for Austin. I-35 should be made no wider and no higher. The current plan will divide Austin
further. The considerations for pedestrians are a joke and would do terrible things for Austin’s public spaces.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

Ideally, some lanes should be buried further so they can be capped with a deck park or mixed use structures.
Take the remaining surface lanes and provide a boulevard that links Downtown with East Austin.
I oppose the widening of lanes on I-35 through downtown Austin.

See response to comment #6.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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2228 Kalissa T.

9/15/2021 Email

2229 Kamal Zamer
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9/16/2021 Email

2230 Kamila Forson

2231 Kan Yan

2232 Kandice Pierce

Comment

Response

Hello,

See response to comment #7.

I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Please do not expand I-35 in any way. There is more than enough highway to suffice. Let us be more creative
and careful with our environment than simply building more polluting roads.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.

Please consider a designation switch with SH 130 before destroying so many homes and businesses to
accommodate interstate traffic through the center of town. I think renovating I-35 is needed, but not
expanding it to a behemoth 22 lanes, and definitely not without first testing what enabling drivers to take SH
130 instead does to I-35 traffic patterns.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.

Community groups have offered alternative proposals that re-allocate this space for local traffic, and other
modeling has shown interstate traffic would successfully route around the City. Using the space only for local
traffic is clearly in the best interest of residents. As an affected resident of the existing proposed plans I
strongly object.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2233 Kandis Seaver

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2234 Kandis Seaver

2235 Kara Kockelman

9/24/2021 Virtual
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Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Expanding I-35 downtown is not the answer to Austin’s traffic problems. 35 has done enough to divide the
city. Living through its renovation would be an impossible burden, and this city HAS to invest in better public
transportation options at some point. Expand metro rail!

I teach UT's capstone course in highway design, and I really, really feel that the construction-induced delays to
traffic and other downsides of this massive construction project will outweigh any benefits of adding those
lanes. Please swap the designations of IH35 & SH130, so that you can begin using credit-based congestion
pricing on IH35 (& other bottlenecks in the region), and shift a lot of travel to SH130. Please let me know if

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #19.
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you'd like us to simulate this for you, and please see papers here about various Austin-related simulations
(including various tolls along IH35, with mobility credits [which is what SoCal's SCAG is now pursuing]):
https://www.caee.utexas.edu/prof/kockelman/home.html#RESEARCH:_Roadway_Pricing

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I would like to see a map showing exactly which homes/buildings/businesses would be condemned, or
See response to comment #19.
otherwise directly affected by the varied plans. I dug through these pages and did not see that information
anywhere, if it's here, it's not presented well, or easily found! I just really would like the city and state to do
more to make it easier, or "required" for through traffic to take the East tolled roads around central Austin.
How about some numbers on how much that would reduce traffic. What would be the effect of removing tolls
on those roads?
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
See response to comment #7.

2236 Karen Alexander

9/1/2021

2237 Karen Campbell

9/13/2021 Email

Response

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

2238 Karen Freidrichs

9/10/2021 Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

Please don’t turn us into L.A.
Do we really have no choice but to pave paradise?
2239 Karen McGraw

8/19/2021 Email
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While cities around the country are removing freeways from downtown, Texas is determined to cut an even
greater gash through central Austin! (Just as it has done in Temple, and now Waco) How stupid! TxDot
needs to incentivize or demand that trucks use 130 and get out of Austin. Charging tolls on 130 only
exacerbates the situation. Any Austin through lanes should incur high tolls! TxDot is not considering the costs
to citizens, the climate/air quality and Austin's tax base. It's not just a TxDot construction budget item. This
approach is too myopic for such a huge expenditure and cost to the life of a city! It hurts our air quality and
the noise from elevated lanes can be heard for miles! Texas needs to get smart!

See response to comment #19.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2241 Karen Paup
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2242 Karen Piper

9/24/2021 Virtual
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Comment
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Hello. I oppose the options currently favored for the section of I-35 between Dean Keeton and Airport Blvd. in
Austin TX. I support further exploration of the cap and stitch concept. Cap and stitch is a superior approach to
transportation in this section of I-35 for several reasons. It increases land value from a $ standpoint and a
usefulness standpoint. Stitching would open the land to all sorts useful development. Moving the highway
underground would improve drive times through this section while reducing heat producing gas. In contrast
the favored options decrease value in $ terms and in terms of usefulness. There has to be a way better for
people to get where they want to go than making a bigger hole in the ground. Thank you for reading this
comment from a citizen.
Dear TXDot staff member,
I am a parent of a child attending the daycare Escuelita del Alma, a long-time Austin business. Additionally I
live in the Hancock Neighborhood which is a Western border of I-35. I urge you to provide better designs for I35 Cap Ex Central. The highway footprint should be narrowed which will in turn preserve the existing historic
homes and beloved local businesses (like Escuelita) that make Austin the gem that it is.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #19.

Please understand, if you proceed with these plans, it will destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose
their quality childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. Furthermore, neighborhoods such as
mine and others in the area as well as the new housing density will be subject to unfathomable traffic noise
and pollution. There are better and more creative options, including moving traffic to SH130 and better design
options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational opportunity to reconnect our communities,
not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places and make them impossible to enjoy.
We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
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Karen Piper
Hancock Neighborhood Resident and Escuelita Del Alma parent

2243 Karen Rayne

9/24/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2244 Karen Swenson

8/21/2021 General
Website
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and
The Airport exits look like they are the same number of lanes that we have now. I don’t see how this
accommodates an increase in traffic.
It is unclear how you remain on the feeder roads.
I don’t see any information about sound mitigation, how will that be accomplished? With a 50% increase in
traffic how is it that only adding 2 lanes manages what is already congested. We need two more lanes to
accommodate the current traffic and am additional lanes for the future.
Why are not diverting traffic more successfully to 130 now? To help with the bypass traffic? Could that be
addressed sooner than the proposed timeline to redesign Central IH 35.
I do like the renderings from the projects sponsored by the downtown alliance to have more green space and
connectivity between east and west. I would like to see a mock up of how a pedestrian gets across on Airport

See response to comment #19.
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blvd. I walk across this area with some frequency going to the Hancock center and to shops along airport toy
joy, sweet ritual, omlettetry.

2245 Karen Urban

9/21/2021 Email

2246 karen.ksm.miller

9/10/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2247 Kari Banta
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The cap and stitch options are by far the most attractive from the aesthetic, safety, and community
enrichment perspectives.

See response to comment #13.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2249 Karl Kleinsasser

9/23/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2251 Kat Earhart

9/24/2021 Virtual
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I’m writing to see express my deep concerns for the possibility of Austin losing arguably its best Spanish
immersion daycare, one of the only owned by a Latina.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
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Hi, I saw y’all’s plans to expand I-35 by pushing businesses out. My business uses a commissary kitchen,
shared with at least 6 other local businesses, which would be displaced if you follow through on this plan. Not
to mention we would loose some iconic and beloved Austin originals like Star Seeds and Hornitos. Kicking
more locals to the curb in the name of accommodating the city’s growth is not an acceptable answer.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.

Please see the following study on how expanding traffic lanes does not ease traffic congestion:
https://youtu.be/2z7o3sRxA5g. Full stop. It’s a bad idea! Please take the funds and invest in minimizing the
footprint of I-35 or, better yet, investing in public transportation through this area. Add toll lanes to fund the
thing, anything, but please don’t displace more homes and businesses while we’re all struggling to survive.

2253 Kate Gotimer

2254 Kate Gotimer

9/11/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
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Form
9/15/2021 Virtual
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We will continue to follow these developments closely and make our voices heard.
I am opposed to the 35 expansion into the Cherrywood neighborhood.

Highway expansions do not solve traffic. This proposal will create more problems. We should be investing in
transportation solutions that go around the city of Austin, not through it.
As a parent of two children at Escuelita del Alma and a resident of the Cherrywood neighborhood, I urge you
to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1996.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

The highway footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary
Cemetery. A narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del
Alma from needless destruction.

If you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality childcare, and a
treasured Austin institution will be lost. Given the rising prices in Austin, it is unlikely that they would be able
to find a new location. There are better and more creative options, including moving traffic to SH130 and
better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational opportunity to reconnect our
communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places. Further, adding lanes to highways will not solve
traffic issues - demand will inevitably rise to meet that increased supply instead of seeking alternatives.

We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
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2255 Kate Harrington
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2256 Kate Meehan

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2257 Kate Morton

9/2/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please don't just widen IH-35. With so many other options to make the project great, this is a dumbed-down
option that doesn't serve the city well.

A cap like the project proposed by the Downtown Austin Alliance/ULI would be a much better move.
TxDOT's I-35 expansion proposal through downtown Austin is an abomination that clearly demonstrates the
intellectual bankruptcy of an agency charged with improving mobility in Texas yet has no other playbook but
building more lanes no matter how ineffective. TxDOT officials publicly admit this will do nothing to improve
congestion but yet seem hellbent on spending billions of tax payer dollars to add more lanes and carbon
spewing cars idling less than half a mile from my home. I guess I should consider myself fortunate that TxDOT
doesn't plan to take my home as it will other residences and businesses in order to make this monstrosity a
reality, doing very real financial harm to those individuals to say nothing of needlessly removing yet more
downtown real estate from Austin's tax rolls.
The inability of TxDOT and Texas officials to learn anything from disastrous investments like the Katy freeway
or urban renewal/interstate projects from the last century is astounding.
I can't pretend to think that my comments will make any difference as TxDOT clearly does not care what the
people of Austin think, much less those of us who live near this dangerous, expensive carbon spewing eye
sore. But I will join the chorus of people in Austin calling out this monstrosity for what it is: a terrible idea that
will waste billions of dollars and increase air pollution in the middle of our city while also further eroding
property value near the highway, further dividing the east and west sides of our city and doing absolutely
NOTHING to improve transportation and mobility. It's past time for TxDOT to start thinking of ways to invest
to move people efficiently through congested urban areas and divert freight around them instead of building
more expensive and uglier ways to stack more idling cars and trucks.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #6.
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Please do not widen or raise I35. Find another solution.

See response to comment #6.

It seems extremely irresponsible to raze residencies and businesses that have been in Austin for decades and
are primarily Latino. There must be another method to ease congestion on 35 even if it costs more money.
With hoards moving to Austin and housing costs going through the roof, property tax money will be flowing in
no time.

See response to comment #160.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #273.

As a parent of two children at Escuelita del Alma and a resident of the Cherrywood neighborhood, I urge you
to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central.
The highway footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary
Cemetery. A narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del
Alma from needless destruction.
If you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality childcare, and a
treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including moving traffic
to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational opportunity to
reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places. Further, adding lanes to highways
will not solve traffic issues - demand will inevitably rise to meet that increased supply instead of seeking
alternatives.

2261 Katharine Sucher

8/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
Given the strong evidence that widening highways leads to induced demand which does NOT decrease traffic
congestion, I strongly condemn TxDOT's highway expansion plan and implore TXDot to consider alternative
proposals such as those by Reconnect Austin or Rethink 35. I have worked for a book publisher that
specializes in the built environment for more than four years, I know that these alternatives will be the most
sustainable and economical, as they will support and drive local businesses. I strongly urge TxDOT members to
read books such as Jeff Speck's Walkable City Rules, Chris and Melissa Bruntlett's Curbing Traffic, or Angie
Schmitt's Right of Way. Listening to the voices of urban planners makes it clear: highway expansions are
dangerous, costly, and ineffective.

See response to comment #273
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2262 Katharine Sucher

Entry
Date
9/9/2021

Source

Comment

Response

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

Hello,
I write to strongly the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I have worked in the built environment space and know what all transit and transportation planners know:
expanding highways does not reduce traffic congestion. This has been proven time and time again.
Rather than committing to a plan that would raze local homes and business to create a louder, more
inconvenient, and more deadly highway corridor, I implore you to hold TxDot to consider meaningful
alternatives for I-35 including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land
Institute's Cap and Stitch. These alternatives would help bolster Austin's plans for ProjectConnect and turn
Austin into a model for other cities, rather than a cautionary tale.

2263 Katherine Barnes

9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Thank you for your efforts to get involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and
community plans, goals, and values.
As a longtime resident of the Cherrywood neighborhood (since 2008) and a parent of the the best childcare
center, Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway footprint
should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower footprint
will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless destruction.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. This would be devastating to our family, our
community and the amazing staff that have long provided affordable childcare services.

We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed and will demand that you to provide
alternates.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2265 Katherine Case

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I am AGAINST the current I35 expansion plan. I live near the proposed expansion and I absolutely do not want
a bigger highway cutting through the area. My main modes of transportation are biking, walking, and taking
the bus. I cross I35 frequently at 51st St. and at Hancock Center to get from the west to the east side, and it
will be awful to try and cross a much bigger iteration of the highway. Crossing at 51st is already scarier since a
traffic circle was added - even though there's a sidewalk/path for bikes, cars are absolutely not paying
attention and I have to be extremely careful crossing so I don't get hit.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

There are other, more innovative plans out there - why are y'all proposing an outdated idea that won't ease
congestion? Have you ever been Houston? Dallas? All of the giant highways there don't help with traffic. A
bigger I35 will make Austin uglier, noisier, harder for pedestrians/cyclists to navigate, and further entrench
the east/west divide. Please please please do not do this.
The idea that adding more lanes to I-35 through Austin is laughable at best. It has been proven in studies that
adding more lanes to a highway only serves to increase the number of cars and trucks that travel on the
highway. It will not solve any of the problems that you are trying to solve.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.

In addition, you will be destroying a central neighborhood in Austin. You will be bulldozing a hospital, a
newspaper, a university, a preschool and many other places of business and homes. This is too damaging to
the lives and livelihoods of many Texas citizens and must not be done.
There are many ways of relieving traffic issues, including re-routing large trucks and through traffic to 130/45,
the incredibly expensive and little used tollway that seems to be a perfect and already constructed solution.
There are also several alternative plans that have been presented that are better alternatives. Rather than
brush them off, I would ask that you reconsider any of them. They have been thoughtfully created by people
who live in Austin and who know how the citizens and neighborhoods interact with the highway.

2268 Katherine Dombrowski 9/21/2021 Email

I understand that I-35 is a valuable transportation corridor and I hope that a more thoughtful approach can be
considered, as the plan now is neither constructive nor efficacious.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2269 Katherine Foster

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I vehemently oppose TxDOTs recent proposals for I-35 expansion.
As a native Austinite, I am constantly disappointed by the prioritization of car infrastructure in this city.
As a sustainability scientist with a bachelors from Arizona state, I am constantly disappointed by the lack of
consideration of alternative solutions.
It is a well known fact that more lanes does not mean less traffic. Consider the Katy Highway expansion that
only increased the number of cars on the road, and did NOT alleviate traffic jams.
I implore you to research and consider sustainable solutions to our beloved city's issues. I am in favor
alternative infrastructure to support public transit and bicycles, such as Reconnect Austin, Cap & Stitch, and
Rethink35.

2270 Katherine GarciaHolmes

2271 Katherine Gregor

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Shame on y'all for thinking increased air pollution and tearing down communities is the best solution for your
constituents.
As a native Austinite, I am in favor of as much green space and as many bike lanes as possible. If you can bury
some of the traffic congestion underground, great. But what is most important is for more of our city to be
walkable and bikeable. The best way to reduce traffic congestion is to discourage people from taking
individual cars at all. I am in favor of deck plazas, caps, and stitches.
PLEASE change your attitude about working with Austin -- you need to be a great community partners, and
embrace the chance to improve cities in the ways that matter to people. You are not JUST a transportation
agency, You are a public agency. Reverse course, TxDOT, and embrace a solution the community wants!

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #33.
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I recently moved to San Antonio after living and working for 25 years in Austin. I loved a mile from 1-35 the
last 11 years in 78723. The current I35 plans by TxDot are an embarrassment to the city and will further divide
the town, create massive congestion, is an overall not creative, progressive or multimodal approach. This
won’t solve traffic, building more capacity doesn’t solve traffic. Carving into my previous neighborhood won’t
solve issues either. Very very sad about this disappointing olan that doesn’t listen to those who live or work in
this area and over builds and spends ludicrous money. Go back to the drawing table please. We don’t want to
build our Wat out of congestion. We want options, we want a smaller boulevard in the middle of the town.
We want something unique, progressive and worthy of the money.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2274 Katherine Hernberg

9/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Like everyone I find the current version of I35 frustrating. Yet I’m firmly against alternatives that widen the
footprint of the highway, reinforcing Austin’s history of segregating two sides of the city. Also, building more
lanes won’t improve the congestion problem. Why spend billions when it won’t make using the road any less
painful and will in fact give us all years of headaches during construction?

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #685.

TxDOT claims that we can cap and reconnect east and central Austin. However, I hope you will listen to the
voices of Texans, of Austinites who so strongly disagree with the proposals here.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #15.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I live a few blocks from I-35 in central/east Austin and I see on a daily basis what a horrible, poisonous scar it
is. A constant traffic jam spewing exhaust and making the air unbreathable makes the proposal for increasing
the size of the highway as it bisects Austin is poor planning and horrible to contemplate.

2276 Katherine Murray

9/17/2021 Email

This highway shouldn’t even exist where it is. I lived through the big dig in Boston and saw what forward
thinking could do for a city. Putting the central artery underground allowed Boston to become a beautiful,
walkable, world class city that attracted new business, tourists and gratitude from its residents. Austin needs
to “think different” or become just another city that has seriously limited it’s livability.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2277 Katherine Oldmixon
Garza

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please do not expand I-35, widening it and increasing the concrete city and the traffic. Please invest in green
spaces, public transportation, sustainable energy, and encouraging people to bike, walk, or use other ecofriendly (and human body friendly) ways to get around the city center. Build the freeway around the city.
Widening the freeway may be cheaper in dollars than a more human and nature nurturing solution, but it will
be much more expensive in the costs to our lives. It's an outdated solution to a problem we need to mitigate
by making less traffic not accommodating more.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2279 Katherine Riordan

9/16/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.

Please do not expand I-35 beyond its existing footprint. Please, please reconsider tunneling and capping the
highway - although it may be more expensive now, the benefits will be felt for generations. The existing
designs are all short term solutions for a long term traffic problem that deserves a more thoughtful and
sustainable solution than the ones presented here.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.

As a 20+ year east Austin resident, a former resident of Houston, traveler of IH-35 for 50+ years, as well as the
daughter of a former Maryland road builder and Texas bridge builder, I would like to voice my opposition to
TxDOT’s recommendations for the central Austin portion of the Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #33.

TxDOT needs to widen its choice of alternatives, not IH-35.

I do applaud TxDOT engineer Ferguson’s honesty about not pretending to say that the IH-35 expansion being
proposed would build Austin’s way out of traffic congestion. But who’s to say after the effects of the
pandemic that a larger highway capacity would even be needed - think empty downtown office buildings.

It’s rather plain to see that the two current TxDOT alternatives are nearly the same.
Both significantly lacking in the promotion of safety, biking and walking.
Four lane access roads? A recipe for faster speeds inevitably resulting in collisions.

Meaningful alternatives, like those proposed by Reconnect Austin, Rethink35 and the Urban Land Institute's
Cap and Stitch, address community needs and goals to maintain and improve Austin.
To settle on only the two existing TxDOT alternatives would be contrary and unreasonable for Texas’
environment, Texans’ safety, as well as Texas’ and especially Austin’s economy.
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Going forward, independent studies of each and every alternative would be best analyzed by addressing
access, air quality, climate change, economic health, noise, quality of life, racial injustice, safety,
transportation choice and of course whether they are in compliance with City of Austin and community plans,
goals, and values.

I’m partial to the Business Route alternative which at least 11 other Texas cities have, as well as many others
up and down the IH-35 corridor. Plus Austin already has existing highways that loop around the city center,
like SH 130, US 183 and SH 71, which could be re-categorized into a Business Route.So many boxes are
checked off by choosing this alternative.

By agreeing to rethink and agree to widen the alternatives, TxDOT has the once-in-an- opportunity-of-a
generation to make the best choice for all involved especially towards a healthier environment and the
amelioration of the communities.

Acknowledging all the time, energy and work so far by your agency, I still advocate widening the number of
alternatives, not IH-35, towards achieving the best possible outcome for everyone.

2283 Kathleen Ensey

9/21/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

As a 20+ year east Austin resident, a former resident of Houston, the daughter of a former Maryland road
builder and Texas bridge builder, I would like to voice my opposition to TxDOT’s recommendations for the
central Austin portion of the Capital Express Central project.
TxDOT needs to widen its choice of alternatives, not IH-35.
To settle on only the two existing TxDOT alternatives would be contrary and unreasonable for Texas’
environment, Texans’ safety, as well as Texas’ and especially Austin’s economy.
As a traveler of IH-35 for 50+ years, who remembers when the upper deck wasn’t even there that summer of
1974 when I attended UT classes, I truly believe a golden opportunity has presented itself for TxDOT to make
the best choice for all involved, particularly towards a healthier environment and the amelioration of the
communities.
I’m partial to the Business Route alternative which at least 11 other Texas cities have, as well as many others
up and down the IH-35 corridor have wisely chosen; plus Austin already has existing highways that loop
around the city center, like SH 130, US 183 and SH 71, which could be re-categorized into a Business Route.So
many boxes are checked off by choosing this alternative.
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Widening the number of alternatives, not IH-35, will achieve the best possible outcome for everyone.

2284 Kathleen Eve

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2285 Kathleen Finley
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9/23/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

This proposal is backward thinking and counter to some more ethical and responsible proposals made in the
last few months -- I'm particularly fond of Rethink35.
First of all, we know that we are currently destroying our environment -- why would we make it easier to put
more cars on the road? I hate traffic, but it is a deterrent to getting in my car. I am a pre-school teacher and I
know the best way to change unwanted behavior involves recognizing natural consequences. By adding more
freeway are encouraging detrimental behavior.
Also, cities are for people, not for cars. It is more socially responsible to spend money on making thoughtfully
designed places for people to gather.

2286 Kathleen Sophie Abel

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

We know that I-35 is already a gash through our central business district. Do we really want to make a bigger
gash? It would not only be ugly, it would be unsafe and bad for business.
As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The
highway footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A
narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from
needless destruction.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.

2287 Kathleen Stanford

8/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Escuelita has been one institution that had my husband and I proud to start and grow a family in Austin,
knowing that somewhere so central and enriching could be accessible to our children to introduce them to
concepts beyond being a U.S. citizen and to being a world citizen. Please adjust this plan so our daycare and
child's well being can continue to thrive.
Please do not expand 35. It does NOT need to be expanded. There are new public transit options that will be
coming online within the next 5 years. Austin will break if 35 expanded. The new plan is an absolute
nightmare and is worse than what is already there. Just upgrade the existing infrastructure. TxDOT needs to
invest in public transportation and to help cities achieve it. Please do not do this. The pollution and traffic
congetion will look like Houston or Dallas or LA. Sincerely, a life long Austinite.

See response to comment #6.

918

No.

Commenter Name

2288 Kathleen Strong

2289 Kathryn Arnold
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

Widening IH-35 in central Austin will make it louder and more polluting. We can't just keep adding lanes. We
need to find a less damaging way to get people through Austin. Quality of life counts.
I am opposed to the options left under consideration for the project. Expanding I35 does not benefit the
Austin community but rather reinforces harms already done. We should be using this opportunity to plan for
more sustainable transportation and reconnecting our city.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2291 Kathryn Goodwin

9/9/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I appreciated the opportunity to speak with one of your representatives and to see some maps of the options
your are suggesting for enlarging IH 35. I am particularly interested in the area from Ladybird Lake to Airport
Blvd and the east frontage road as I live about six blocks East of that frontage road close to E38 1/2.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #33.

I am very interested in the national movement to cap freeways in US cities that go through the heart of the
cities like IH35 does here. I understand that is the suggestion proposed by an organization called Reconnet
Austin. Your representative stated that TXDOT was going to use some of their ideas. I am happy to hear that.
She said that she did not think that TxDot could cap the lower deck of IH35 routing traffic to tunnels
underground because that would require expensive reinforement of the tunnel to build heavy buildings on
the of the tunnel and that TXDOT has the right of way of the land that would be used by someone else. I
imagine that if TxDOT wanted to lease that land to the CIty of Austin or Capital Metro it could do that. The
land could be used for park land and to run a light rail and/or buses through the area and also bike paths.
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I am very interested in an option that does not take 140 buildings and houses away from people who own
them including a day care center for 200 families which has already been moved once, an historic restaurant,
The Austin Chronicle and a street of houses in French Place. I am interested in solutions which do not widen
IH 35 to the extent that your plans say. Although only 11 % of traffic is through Austin traffic even the that
amount when routed through other roads such as 130, 290 and 183 could help ease traffic. I stood for an hour
in front of IH 35 and the noise was deafening. I can hear it day and night in my back yard as far away as
Cherrywood Road. Research shows that when you widen a traffic immediately fills it up again.
Please look for options that do not involve taking away homes and businesses.

2292 Kathryn Goodwin

9/13/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2293 Kathryn Hartel

9/1/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Destroying Austin mobility for a decade is not worth adding lanes to I-35. As an Austin resident, I strongly
oppose your current proposal for I-35. Please listen to the community.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2295 Kathryn Johansen

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2297 Kathryn McArdle

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am extremely opposed to the current plans to expand I-35 through Austin. While I would most prefer a plan
that either sinks I-35 in this area and puts a boulevard or open space over it or a plan that re-routes I-35
around the city, given that those options are not on the table right now, I would rather no changes be made
than either of the plans proposed by TxDOT.

See response to comment #6.

First and most importantly, I am opposed to these plans because of the detrimental impact they will have on
our community near and east of I-35. It is well known that the construction of I-35 through Austin has a racist
history, and the proposed plans serve to continue that structural racism by further blocking off East Austin
from the rest of the city and taking land away from the many minority-owned businesses and homeowners
along and near the existing frontage road. Any plan that is implemented should reduce this institutional
racism, not further it.

Second, studies have proven that adding additional lanes to a highway does not result in reduced traffic.
TxDOT has even admitted to this, so I can't fathom why TxDOT would want to continue with these plans if
they won't even reduce traffic.

Third, we can also see from other cities (e.g. San Francisco and New York) that removing highways from cities
results in community benefits. As such, I can't imagine why we would want to do anything to 35 that doesn't
provide community benefits. The proposals from TxDOT certainly do not.
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Cap as much of it as possible across the entire project length to restore real estate opportunities, and recreate
quality of life greenspace and pedestrian infrastructure on the street level.

See response to comment #13.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2300 Kathy Burrell

9/16/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.

Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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As a resident of the area bordered by E 38 1/2, east access road of IH35, and MLK Blvd I am very concerned by
the TXDOT in plans to widen IH 35 including plans 2 and 3 which would go into the area east of IH 35 access
road by 150 feet. Why not have incentives for through drivers to use the roads going around Austin.

See response to comment #19.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. I am concerned that the new proposals for I-35 create a costly problem
that will not improve traffic flow or be equitable. Austin and its people deserve a better, healthier, fairer, and
less costly solution to the I35 situation than the two current options on the table.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2303 Kathy Pierce

9/23/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2305 Katie Clement

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2307 Katie Falgoust

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2308 Katie Falgoust

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am opposed to the widening of I-35 due to incentivizing more people to use the interstate instead of other
modes of transportation. The widening will also likely contribute to sprawling development which has serious
ecological and economic impacts. Please seriously consider the alternatives and visions set forth by
community groups including Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, Our Future 35, and Downtown Austin Alliance. We

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
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have a once in a lifetime opportunity to get this done right and widening it will not be in the best interest of
our community.

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

Response

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2310 Katie Hoch

9/18/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The
highway footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A
narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from
needless destruction.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #19.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

I cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed. Please, reconsider this project.

Thank you,
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Katie Hoch

2311 Katie Houston

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2312 Katie Jo Dixon

9/22/2021 Email

Please provide evidence that widening the roadway here will improve traffic. Please present as part of the
community involvement examples from other cities where plans like the ones being presented have 'worked.'
I read all the documents and cant seem to find it. If its there, please push that data to the forefront. One of
the reasons traffic bottlenecks downtown is the massive amount of cars that must change lanes or merge as
they enter and exit the highway, and the elevated lanes that dump into the main, right at the busiest part of
town! Everyone must jostle and brake for position at high speeds, on short and narrow lanes and ramps. This
causes slowdowns and increases chances for accidents! Reduce the amount of entrances and exits, make
longer 'runways' on the frontage if necessary. Please include some sort of 'express' option to bypass
downtown. Whether that is rerouting traffic to 130 (better, cheaper!) or a dedicated express lane to isolate or
remove from the equation traffic that is just passing through (worse option, but better than now). Remove
the upper deck and use that space to add lanes back to the lower, or a ground level local parkway. This will
remove the eyesore and reduce the amount of money, concrete, and eminent domain necessary. Adding a
cap/tunnel to the highway will balloon in costs, and reduce the valuable space available for vehicles - taken up
by supports and concrete for traffic/parkland above. People will be stuck in the tunnels during accidents,
flooding, fuming traffic etc. I know this, I am from Chicago... Wait for federal money as this is a statewide,
nationwide shipping issue, not just City of Austin.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2313 Katie Kam

9/24/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I have a master's and PhD in transportation engineering (from UT-Austin) and over two decades of combined
experience in urban and transportation planning, transportation modeling, and traditional civil engineering
design. It is well known by those with advanced knowledge of transportation engineering and those with no
formal training, but pay attention to highway history, that expanding highways does nothing for congestion
relief. That is clearly seen in what has been observed with Mopac, 71, 290, I-35, 183, etc over the last 40
years. Growing up, I saw US Highway 183 transformed from a six lane road with stop lights to a grade
separated freeway with frontage roads; and guess what? That highway still experiences significant congestion.
Same with Mopac; add HOV lanes? What did that do? Allows a few cars to travel faster, but that highway is
still congested.
CITIES CANNOT BUILD THEIR WAY OUT OF CONGESTION. Why keep doing the same thing that does not work?
The proposal by TxDOT to increase the footprint of I-35, resulting in the removal of homes and long-standing
businesses, is a classic case of old-school thinking that needs to retire. We are in a new era of transportation
where we've learned from the mistakes of the past of expanding highways and instead look to expanding
mobility options.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #1427.

So what should TxDOT do for the congestion on I-35? Here is what is known to work based on the experience
of cities in the US and in other countries to provide people with options to reduce the time they spend
traveling:
1) Provide intercity commuter rail service from Austin out to the surrounding communities along the I-35
corridor; GIVE PEOPLE OPTIONS OTHER THAN THE CAR FOR COMMUTES.
2) Provide high speed passenger rail from Austin to Houston, Dallas, and San Antonio, at a minimum; GIVE
PEOPLE OPTIONS OTHER THE THE CAR FOR INTERCITY TRAVEL.
3) Reduce I-35's footprint and scale to open up land to provide much needed affordable housing and
supporting retail through Austin's core and to help reconnect East Austin with Central Austin. Rethink35 and
Reconnect Austin suggest other alternatives very much worthy of consideration. GIVE PEOPLE OPTIONS
OTHER THAN COMMUTING FROM THE SUBURBS. This is a land use decision as well as a traffic engineering
decision.
***Those three changes will provide significant relief in the I-35 corridor, guaranteed.***

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

929

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

TxDOT's proposal to destroy homes and long-standing businesses in Austin's core should be enough of a
wake-up call that their old school, 1950s approach to handling transportation issues is outdated and needs to
be thrown out.
Please cancel TxDOT's proposal to expand I-35's footprint and negative impact on Austin's core. Instead, have
TxDOT focus exclusively on reducing I-35's footprint significantly and opening up more mobility options
known to be effective for reducing the number of people wanting to sit in traffic. YOU CAN CHANGE THE
COURSE OF THIS TXDOT PROJECT!

2314 Katie Larson

9/21/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2315 Katie Orr

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2316 Katie Rudnik

9/22/2021 Email

I would like to share some information on why the expansion of I-35 in Austin and other cities in Texas is the
wrong direction for the state to take regarding transportation infrastructure. This link:
https://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2020/5/14/americas-growth-ponzi-scheme-md2020 , is to an article
that throughly explains the debt blackhole that Urban sprawl leads cities down. In short the article explains
how the expansion of more road infrastructure along with the destruction of homes and businesses leads to a
decrease in the tax base while increasing the cost of the current infrastructure upkeep. This cause the city to
have to build more financial unsustainable developments to cover the cost of previous unsustainable
developments. This is the direction that the expansion if I-35 takes us towards. This will decrease density,
decrease the taxable value of the land, increase infrastructure cost, and on top of it all only temporarily lessen
traffic gridlock until the forces of induced demand take effect. These expansions are well known to be the
least efficient way to solve congestion and I think we would be better off as a state if we instead focused our
time,money and resources towards non-car related transportation infrastructure that has been proven to
lessen traffic by taking cars off the roads and allowing people to have a competitive alternative to car travel.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2317 Katie Rutledge

9/7/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. Those alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of
life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
local goals.

2318 Katie Rutledge

2319 Katrina Meredith

9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/2/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central Texas.
This expansion suggestion resolves nothing. As a resident of Cherrywood (Robinson Ave) and a parent of 2
children at Escuelita Del Alma, I cannot oppose this proposal more. It's ineffective and the impact on small
business, residences, neighborhoods, and the environment are astronomical. Reroute traffic outside of the
city; this is the most valuable land in AUstin and you are proposing to add more congestion to it. It does not
alleviate the problem and it in turns has very negative impacts.
After reading the Texas A&M Evaluation of TxDOT Build Alternatives and Community Concepts, I conditionally
support the TxDOT Build Alternatives. Key to moving forward in design planning is incorporating inclusion of a
structural foundation that can accommodate caps when TxDOT’s partners in the region are able to fund them
and prioritizing transit access. No additional lanes should be provided unless they are HOV.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #7.
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Please please please do not widen I-35. I appreciate your energy to improve transportation, but historically
widening a highway has not made traffic better. I would prefer to see public transportation solutions that
make communities more walkable. Thank you.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2322 Katy Laswell

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2323 Kay Wenzel

2324 Kaye Warren

9/2/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/16/2021 Email

I like the ideas in Alternative 2 the most. A tunnel and raised lanes would both be great ideas. During nonCovid times, I travel to/from Pflugerville to Ben White for work 6 days a week, so getting improved flow will
be great for commuters like me.

See response to comment #33.

[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #160.

Good morning,

2325 Kayla Burkholder

2326 Kayla Miloy

2327 Kayla Smith

9/2/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Please see the attached letter from the North Loop Neighborhood Association in regards to the I-35 expansion
plans.
I do not want to see an addition of so on many lanes since it will not be helping traffic and will be making our
city uglier along with more focused on cars than it it is on people and being outside

See response to comment #6.

Please do not make IH-35 any higher or wider than it already is. We don't need additional lanes that will
become obsolete as soon as they are built. We need public transit and innovative urban planning that divides
rather than divides Austin.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

The current options under consideration by TXDOT represent compromised visions for the future of I35.
Downtown and east Austin, areas currently bisected by I35, are absorbing huge proportions of Austin's
explosive population growth. Rather than pursuing an I35 project that would unite central and east
downtown Austin, and right past wrongs the highway has perpetuated regarding inequity in east Austin,
TXDOT has focused on projects that cater to people moving through our city at the continued expense of
those living in its center. I understand that something needs to be done to improve I35. But what is the
measure of improvement? For Austinites, it's not allowing more people to pass through our city more
efficiently. Rather than abandoning alternative visions (like cap and stitch) because of their cost, TXDOT

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #271.
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should have patience and see how federal infrastructure funds could infuse money into this project and
support a vision that complements Austin's desire to move away from car-dependent transit, as expressed by
citizens' approval of Project Connect.

2328 Keary Kinch

9/17/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.

As someone who reads, I know that there is an enormous amount of data to show all of you professional
planners what a huge mistake this plan represents. You are setting us up for more problems down the road
rather than actually planning. I am not in your profession but I have lived in this town most of my life. Your
plan to destroy private property to buy 4 years of construction, huge costs and maybe only give us 7-10 years
of improved traffic.
Plan now for the real future. Be brave and earn your place of respect in our community. Stand up for our
grandchildren's future in this city.
We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should
be independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2329 Keelan Lentz

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am very concerned that the effects of widening I-35 will not provide any long term relief to traffic due to
induced demand. As countless road widening projects have proven, the only reliable result is more traffic and
more pollution. I do not support this plan.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #273.

I think that the community proposed alternatives should be reconsidered, especially ReThinkI35 and
burying/capping the roadway. Even though these projects are more expensive, the long term benefits will pay
off the initial cost and, in addition, make Austin a role model for healthy cities everywhere.

The future is not more lanes! Please consider the community and the health of the planet.
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[Email may be viewed in its entirety in the section entitled "Emailed Comments."]

See response to comment #33.

SEEKING A COMMUNITY CREATED ALTERNATIVE
32 short paragraphs to describe the problem & opportunity to reinvent I-35
Proposed by Sinclair Black
Failed Public Policy
Purpose in Need is a formal statement baked into federal policy of the Department of Transportation (DOT).
The statement is used to justify every highway project placed into the project mill. This statement always says
the same thing, “this highway has problems, and we need to fix them.” The answer then is obvious, at least to
them, i.e., just spend billions of taxpayer dollars to cure problems their agency created in the past by
rebuilding the highway and widening it. The world’s best example of the failure of this concept is the Katy
Freeway in Houston. Now TxDOT Austin wants to repeat that disaster in the I-35 corridor. The project mill has
become a project treadmill.... rebuild and widen again and again. Remember the famous truism, “there is no
problem any city in the world has that is not the direct result of failed public policy."
Citizens: Purpose and Need
PURPOSE: remove the physical, social, economic, and racial barrier that has been the tragic legacy of I-35
since its construction.
NEED: re-integrate the I-35 corridor into the city fabric, reconnect Austin and create billions in tax base.
MEANS: Depress the main lanes, narrow the ROW, and reconnect the city grid with EAST AVENUE PARKWAY.
All of this can be achieved with the creation of a tax increment finance zone and a new special purpose
Development Commission.
SEQUENCE:
1. Create the tax increment zone for the entire corridor and all adjacent land benchmarking current taxable
value which is presently zero on 136 acres of TxDOT land.
2. Implement the designation switch, which was recommended by a TxDOT study, and allow traffic to
rebalance before construction begins. Trucks use 130 like it or not.
3. Temporarily widen the existing access roads to carry more traffic and rethink the use of three major
arterials just west of the corridor in downtown.
4. Remove the existing freeway main lanes and proceed to reconstruct them below grade through Downtown,
UT, and North Central neighborhoods.
5. Cap the entire corridor from Town Lake to just past Airport Boulevard and create a surface Boulevard with
in-line stations at the centerline for buses and future rail.
6. Implement the new DA (direct access) lanes below and remove the temporary access roads at the surface.
Proceed to reclaim the redundant ROW.
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7. Identify the development opportunities for rebuilding the city fabric on the new land, with the clearly
stated goal of creating an enormous new tax base to generate revenue in perpetuity.
8. Create the Development Commission that would oversee and coordinate all progress, based on a detailed
Critical Path schedule, just as many other cities have done.
9. Recruit qualified private sector developers for the many new development opportunities created on the
reclaimed land and identify tax base opportunities.
10. Coordinate all development activity, both public and private, including access rights, open space
opportunities like WATERLOO GREENWAY, construction disruption, and manage all north /south and east
/west traffic during the construction process.
A Possible Future for Austin
Imagine if you were in an entirely new district in Austin. Not in suburbia, not away from downtown but in an
integral part of downtown. Such a district is proposed in the I-35 corridor. A 20-block Parkway with wide
walkable sidewalks on both sides and thousands of trees to help with global warming. Through traffic below
and only local traffic on the reinstated grid. Now imagine the uses of such a reinvented district. Affordable
housing, market rate housing, workforce housing, student housing, a new location for Austin’s community
college, grocery stores, pharmacies, gyms, and flexible space for the innovation district. Both sides of the
Boulevard could be as exciting as Second Street has become. Dangerous traffic would be gone, pedestrians
would be everywhere, in the shade, and residents could walk to almost all necessities and amenities to
support a very high quality of life.
Sprawl, Congestion, Safety
I entered the University of Texas in Austin in the spring of 1958. I have watched that highway (I-35) built,
tweaked, rebuilt repeatedly, always with a claim of increasing safety. What actually increases are the cost, the
number of lanes, the endless sprawl that the highway promotes and the congestion that results. The most
rapid of these increases within the corridor however is the number of crashes and deaths. At this point, the I35 corridor accounts for 25% of all deaths in the entire City of Austin i.e., 325 sq miles. Vision Zero is a stated
goal of the city as well as for TxDOT, but there is little or no evidence of that concern in the current proposed
alternatives.
Racial Divide…. Must End
The decision to locate the I-35 corridor intentionally created a physical, economic, and racial divide that still
exists today. The location decision was not the only local, state, and national policy steeped in racism, but it is
clearly the most permanent monument to and the symbol for segregation. In this time of widespread
numerous cries for social justice this monument to our racial history needs to be erased. It is time to erase
that barrier and RECONNECT AUSTIN after more than 60 years.
Public Space for People: EAST AVENUE PARKWAY
The PARKWAY scheme, as proposed by RECONNECT Austin, does not pretend to be a highway plan, just as
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TxDOT plans do not pretend to enhance the quality of urban life. Citizens of Austin must step up and demand
the removal of Austin's greatest liability, to be replaced by what could be one of Austin's greatest assets.
Taxes you pay and lose forever.
Since we are all very concerned about the taxes we pay, here is a little bit of insight. You pay income tax and
property tax separately. The income tax collected by the federal government is redistributed to various
agencies like TxDOT. TxDOT then spends your tax money on projects in your city and in other cities. The
Federal tax you pay is higher in order to pay for things like highways that have little or no benefit to you. With
this situation, the property taxes are higher because a certain portion of the tax potential has been
compromised by the presence of a highway that you did not ask for, it's a no-win situation. RECONNECT
Austin proposes the creation of literally billons of taxable value. TxDOT’s proposals are all about cost on cost,
RECONNECT’ s proposal is all about tax income in perpetuity from new development.
Actual Access
Over the years, as citizens have demanded a civilized and reinvented I-35, the “highway department '' alias
TxDOT, has insisted that they will never give up the access roads or any of their excessive right of way. Their
reasoning is that if they give up anything, they can’t have it back. TRUE. The agency is pathologically
committed to the idea of access roads, as they understand them. Fair enough, how about four forms of real
access, not just a redundant highway.
1. Consider an urban Parkway at grade as part of the existing downtown street grid i.e. “Great Streets”.
2. Collector distributor lanes should be reimagined as DIRECT ACCESS lanes located underground with traffic
separated by destination i.e., either downtown by way of the next three ramps or beyond via the main lanes.
Speeds would be lower in DA lanes and no lane switching, with short ramps directly to the surface.
3. Local rail service at grade and commuter rail service below grade with in-line stations. Located along the
center line of the I-35 corridor. The one and only uninterrupted path through Central Texas, connecting Hays,
Travis, and Williamson counties.
4. The highway planners have never considered the parallel north/south streets that could distribute traffic
throughout downtown.
Massive Investment for Short lifespan
Longevity is the expected lifespan of something. In the case of an elevated freeway, that lifespan is expected
to be 40 years. I-35 has lasted for more than 60 years. Hence the need to rebuild it before it falls, a very real
concern of the DOT. The underground freeway proposed by Reconnect Austin could last 400 years especially if
it is sunken, capped and constructed by poured in place concrete. In this case, the freeway is no longer
compromised by vibration and weather, two of the forces that shorten the lifespan of precast concrete
elements.
Long Distance Mobility at the Expense of Local Access
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The phrase “improving mobility” appears in virtually every sentence ever published by DOT, i.e., TxDOT in
Austin. Mobility can be defined as the ability to get from somewhere you do not want to be any longer to
somewhere you think you may want to go. “Access” on the other hand is the ability to get from someplace
you are to somewhere you need or want to go, such as work, school, the grocery store, or Starbucks. Mobility
implies the use of an automobile while access can be automobile, bicycle but always implies walking. Mobility
is often achieved at the expense of access. For example, I-35 provides north and south mobility at the expense
of the urban grid i.e., access to everything the city offers. You gain access by leaving the highway to enter the
urban grid, the ultimate provider to access.
The “Sunk Cost” Tactic
Probably the most effective tactic employed by all DOT’s is a policy known as the “Sunk Cost theory”. If you
start two projects at a distance from each other the argument then becomes, “well, we spent all that money
and now we have to connect the projects.” Of course, that’s exactly what TxDOT is doing with their three-part
I-35 rebuild. Since there is little opposition north or south of Central Austin, TxDOT proposes to move as fast
as possible on both ends to justify the central segment project.
The Great Sidestep
TxDOT has been
planning the I-35 "Capital Express" project through Austin for decades. During their first virtual scoping
comment period, between November 12th and December 31st, 2,300 people, including myself submitted
good faith comments and ideas for an improved design i.e., the "community alternative". Naturally, we
expected a good-faith response from TxDOT but that did not happen.
On March 5th, just before round two of comments started, TxDOT published their response to the comments
from round one. Their response insults the intelligence of all the citizens that took their time to comment.
TxDOT's official response can only be labeled the "Great Sidestep", or the most completely duplicitous display
of manipulation that one can imagine. Their response was nothing more than a collection of prefabricated
responses describing the plan that they have had for years. They freely quoted other agencies ' policies as if
they supported their plan. Any specific issue raised, such as lowering the design speed, they quoted a number
of guidelines and promised to study the issue. If you believe that, they have a freeway to sell you.
Bypass to cure Congestion?
SH 130 E. Austin was sold to the voters as a bypass for I-35, as well as a rail corridor. Highway planners quickly
nixed the idea of rail. SH 130 was constructed by a private company which used tolls to return their
investment. This obviously created a disincentive to use SH 130 and an incentive to continue to use I-35,
leading to massive congestion problems we live with today, including the streams of trucks that choose not to
pay the tolls.
Public opinion?
TxDOT is required by federal law to listen to the general public through what they call public comment
periods. The federal law does not provide the detail on how to conduct this process, so the highway planners
set the required comment periods with very short time frames in order to limit the public’s ability to
participate. Involved citizens who are concerned about the welfare of the community are almost always
members of organized groups with bylaws dictating meeting times and voting processes. i.e., in other words,
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it takes a lot of time for citizen groups to comment. Is this just another example of voter suppression and
denial of public opinion?
Congestion, Congestion, Congestion!
Complaining about congestion has become a regional pastime. This complaint almost always refers to I-35. In
a massive study conducted by federal highway officials and TxDOT, the Texas transportation Institute looked
at 100 cities in the US and analyzed traffic over a 24-year period, only to find out that adding more lanes
never reduced congestion. More lanes only promote more cost, more sprawl, and therefore more congestion.
The “Scoping Scam”
Highway planners have spent years designing and redesigning I-35, usually with yet another consultant. When
they have decided what they choose to do and designed the highway then but only then, they ask for public
help in determining the “scope”. The last time they tried out a plan for I-35, a few years ago, they got a
tremendous amount of public input, mostly negative. Since they did not appreciate public opinion, they
simply declared a new start and threw it all out. If you do not like their plans TxDOT will simply announce that
they have decided to give your money to Houston.
A Real First Step
The first step for a huge project as required by federal law is a purpose and need statement to justify what
they already intend to do. The published “purpose and need” statement by TxDOT has one metric: seconds
saved over long distances. When in reality, metrics of a community should be based on enhancing the quality
of life. For instance, metrics could consider lives NOT lost in the I-35 corridor, property values NOT diminished
by the noise pollution, intellectual development NOT compromised by pollution from I-35, housing and urban
economy NOT lost to scaleless and banal highways. And most importantly, our once in a lifetime chance to do
our part for global climate change is NOT lost.
Land Use: Compact, Connected and Robust
The segment of I-35 from the river to Airport Boulevard MUST be capped. The cap allows the reintegration of
Austin with East Austin. The cap also allows for the major problems of air and noise pollution to be solved
once and for all. By sinking the freeway and capping it through downtown, the Medical District and the
University of Texas and by combining access roads into a civilized urban boulevard thereby creating a human
scale, walkable, mixed-use PARKWAY, Austin would enjoy several billion dollars of enhanced tax base to pay
for the cap with a tax increment bond. That bond would be easily paid off in less than 20 years, and the
investments would flow from the taxes forever. The tax base could provide for all forms of community
enhancement: parks, playgrounds, schools, and Great Streets.
Urban Design First
All large-scale high impact projects should originate as urban design visions. Urban design visions require
consideration of hundreds if not thousands of often competing issues. Traffic engineering on the other hand
considers very few issues beyond saving time for a few drivers at the expense of many in the community.
Traffic engineering is an integral part of urban design, but only one issue for consideration and only in the
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context of the universe of other issues. Traffic engineering routinely ignores the universe of urban issues. Who
in their right mind would engineer a building for which there was no need or design?
Where is Rail? The Only Solution to Regional Transportation
Texas Highway Department was converted, by name only to the Texas Department of Transportation,
meaning ALL forms of Transportation. This expanded role of course is routinely ignored by TxDOT while
consistently blocking other agencies from considering and implementing efficient and long-term cost-efficient
systems like rail transit. The fact that traffic engineers are not educated to design rail systems, is no reason
not to pursue rail as a significant solution to the problem of congestion, ultimately the only solution. The I-35
corridor offers the best opportunity we will ever have to commit to regional rail, there is no other equally
good opportunity.
Urban Design first, Listen to the Urban Land Institute
Urban design as a discipline deals with a vast universe of concerns: human, economic, technical, and political.
Regarding I-35, TxDOT policies are carefully designed to limit all concerns beyond moving traffic leading to
federally funded disasters in cities. Virtually every city in the US has groups of citizens trying to fight the
unresponsive heavy hand of the department of transportation or "DOT". TxDOT is the Texas branch of the
federal department of DOT. The recent weeklong charrette conducted by the national organization; Urban
Land Institute recommended a two-level planning process beginning with a locally generated urban design
plan, “the community alternative” before moving later to an implementation phase by TxDOT. Remember,
thoughtful design always comes before construction. TxDOT is first and foremost a construction agency.
Freeways without Futures
President Dwight D
Eisenhower, having experienced the autobahn system in Germany in 1952 signed The National Interstate &
Defense Highways Act. He fully understood the value of the national highway system linking cities and
industries as a critical part of advanced planning in case of war. Highways were an essential part of the
national defense system linking cities, he also understood that that same highway should not exist INSIDE the
urban fabric. The highway industrial complex did not pay any attention to former President Eisenhower’s
understanding of cities and moved as fast as possible to put highways through urban areas. This of course
explains why most cities are now trying to roll back the incredible damage done to cities by urban highways.
Imagine how much human capital is wasted trying to reverse the mistakes of the urban highway system.
Scale: Human or Otherwise
Human scale is
that elusive and magical quality that a person experiences when they feel immersed in their surroundings.
Most countries in the world manage to create human scale environments in the absence of the automobile.
American cities have yet to figure this out. This of course is why people travel to other places, primarily
Europe. Very few places in Austin exhibit human scale, among those places that DO exhibit human scale
would be the University campus, Congress Avenue, and the relatively new 2nd Street District in downtown.
The absence of human scale is pervasive but especially within the I-35 corridor. Applying the successful
principals of 2nd Street District to the I-35 corridor would transform it from a hideously scaled, destructive
liability into a world-class linear park known as East Avenue Parkway.
“Community Created Alternative”
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TxDOT is unable to listen to or respond to any suggestion regarding a better corridor. They have their
philosophy from the 50s and their playbook of tricks from the 60s and 70s. Cities around the country have
suffered untold negative consequences from the DOT but their extension in Texas i.e., TxDOT is
constitutionally unable to see the world as a happy, joyful, prosperous place for example like 2nd street in
Austin. For TxDOT, its cars and trucks and wider freeways…end of concern, period.
TxDOT fully intends to re-build their previous mistakes only wider based on bogus assumptions about the
future. Tax money paying for their construction projects is all they care about.
Unless and until the community steps up and speaks with one voice through a consensus “Community
Created Alternative” TxDOT will simply plow ahead. Such a “Community Created Alternative” can only be
achieved by doing the following.
1. Pick up where the DAA stopped in the process creating a truly representative urban design plan that
considers the hundreds of issues that constitute a successful city.
2.

That plan could then be represented in writing by one letter to the world signed by all leaders in the city:

-

our senator
our mayor
our city manager

- our community commissioners
- our city council members
- our head of ATD

If at that point TxDOT ignores the “Community Created Alternative”, the leaders could ask the DOT in
Washington to stop the planning of yet another disaster and support an entirely different process, one that
represents the city’s best interest and serves as a prototype for all other cities that are plagued by scaleless
and dangerous highways.
Racist Policies of TxDOT
As we see virtually every day in the news, conversations regarding racism are rampant. It is everywhere even
in good old’ Austin Texas. Look behind the veil of TxDOT’s plans for widening I-35 through the city.
There isn’t even lip service to the problems of air pollution in the highway corridor. The corridor of
maximum air pollution is defined by I-35, which directly impacts minority communities including Sanchez
Elementary School, 97.2% minority students and less than 2 blocks to the east. And then there is the Medical
School, the Hospital District and UT itself.
The Downtown Alliance created a special working group comprised primarily of minority community
leaders in order to ensure adequate representation as I-35 is reformed and rebuilt. That group has
complained on 3 separate occasions in writing that TxDOT is ignoring them.
Early plans coming from TxDOT include taking land from Mt. Calvary Cemetery which has historically
been where people of color have been buried.
A City is a Very Complex Organism
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DOT i.e., TxDOT is a limited purpose monoculture dedicated to the construction of roads, MORE roads, and
WIDER roads. This culture is oblivious to concerns of climate, economy, equity, and the quality of life in the
communities where they build the highways. Their obsession with building requires them to ignore all
concerns of communities.
Federal DOT rules and the purpose of EIS (environmental impact statements) explicitly spell out the goal of
listening to the community to be impacted. TxDOT systematically violates the intent of those rules and never
accepts the will of the community. TxDOT sets up public meeting after public meeting with predetermined
plans and no intention at all to listen to anyone from the community. It’s no wonder that they have endless
ways to ignore the input they get from any given community since it is usually negative regarding their very
bad ideas.
When TxDOT gets angry they threaten to take your appointed dollars and spend them where the public is less
organized and informed. Please remember that they are playing the game with your tax money.
The Magic of “Grade Separation”
For the past 100 plus years, the golden rule of transportation facilities has been “grade separation”, for rail
systems, and always for highways. This, of course, is the obvious rationale for I-35, some of which takes
highway traffic above and sometimes below the daily activity of the city, which otherwise is always at grade.
The principle of separation is obvious, i.e., the highway is disruptive and dangerous. That is, highway traffic is
totally incompatible and could never coexist with the thriving fabric of daily life. I-35 is a classic example of
“grade separation” and the success of that solution for highways but not for cities. I-35 has become a disaster
for Austin and every city that has been invaded and disrupted by the Federal Program to build a system of
roads for defense against invasions. Highways that connect regions through the rural countryside make sense.
Freeways that blast corridors through cities make no sense.
RECONNECT AUSTIN simply adopted the grade separation principle as logical and required to protect the city,
but turned it on its head, calling for the disruptive and dangerous highway to go underground and for the
local travel involving day to day life and economic dynamic of the city to re-occupy the surface of the very
same corridor. Presently, the corridor we live with today known as I-35 should be known as “Disaster 1.0”.
TxDOT’s hideous plan to rebuild it wider and higher should be referred to as “Disaster 2.0”.
The Promise: “No Wider, No Higher”
The only solution to I-35 that is acceptable based on promises of “No Wider, No Higher” made by former
Senator Kirk Watson and Bruce Bugg, the chairman of the Transportation Commission in February 2020 is to
work only within the existing right of way (ROW). This month TxDOT revealed that they plan to purchase or
TAKE by eminent domain 32 acres of existing land with 142 parcels: many homes and an equal number of
small businesses. In other words, TxDOT plans to break the promises made by regional leaders. The dirty little
secret is that they can accomplish everything they want to do easily within the existing ROW. Not only that
but it frees up 30 acres of land for creative city building resulting in the creation of enormous new tax base for
the state and Central Texas.
Austin’s Tax-Based Future
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RECONNECT Austin proposes a net gain of taxable development in the 30 acres presently wasted on ramps
and access roads. This could result in 3.2 billion dollars in taxable development. The taxable value in
developable property pays for the civilizing of the whole corridor and continues to fund schools and parks in
perpetuity. This is of course of no concern to TxDOT.
The enormous gain in taxable property with the tax increment (TIF) proposal of RECONNECT Austin can
become funding for affordable housing as well as a regional rail system connecting the three counties of
Central Texas located on the center line of the I-35 corridor. Such a robust commitment to efficient and safe
movement would create eligibility for any number of additional funding programs. For example, FTA New
Starts new grant program could support the regional rail. All that funding would leave more TIF funds for
schools, parks, trails, libraries, and pedestrian/bike systems throughout the city.
Affordable Housing
The ULI Report on I-35 makes mention of the need for affordable housing. This could be accomplished by a
set-aside to fund affordable housing. Under Texas state code, section 311.008 funds can be within the
corridor and beyond. “Affordable Housing production must be expanded to meet the goal of 60,000 new
units.” RECONNECT Austin has proposed private development of 4,000 housing units in the I-35 corridor,
1,000 of these (25%) could be affordable. If the TIF zone is expanded as has been recommended by ULI, that
number could grow considerably.
Missing The Point #1
THE ULI Report contained a number of good ideas, already recommended by RECONNECT Austin.
-

First, is the tax increment financing mechanism (TIF).

Second, is to expand the zone beyond the existing ROW where values range from $0 dollars currently to
billions in the future.
Third, use the expanded TIF zone over the existing Waller Creek TIF to pay off the original bond used to
create the Waller Creek tunnel.
However, there are a number of issues missing with the TxDOT/ULI proposal. There is NO information at all
regarding the structural systems configuration of the two-remaining proposed “alternatives” despite their
claims to have “fully baked plans. RECONNECT Austin has a clear simple solution to ALL structural conditions.
Missing the Point #2
TxDOT/ULI’s proposals make no mention at all for solutions to the enormous traffic disruption that will
inevitably result from a decade of construction. There is NO plan for handling through travel.
RECONNECT Austin has a simple straight forward solution to mitigate the traffic problems resulting from the
re-build process. RECONNECT Austin recommends following an earlier TxDOT proposal which was to switch
designations between I-35 and SH130 and make SH130 free.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

944

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

Among other issues not even mentioned by the TxDOT “alternatives”, are air and noise pollution, climate
change, safer speeds, vision zero and flood mitigation. RECONNECT Austin addresses all these issues and
more. TxDOT only pays lip service to pedestrian and bicycle facilities as well as emergency services planning
with no details offered to the world.

2331 Keith Jayne

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
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independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2332 Keith McCoy

9/9/2021

Email

2333 Keith Nichols

9/9/2021

Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I ask that you consider community options more heavily in your decision making process you have ahead of
you.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #33.

It is a choice that will have long ranging impacts on large parts of our community, so perhaps consider options
with higher costs now for longer term community benefit.
I oppose the widening of lanes on I-35.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I am writing to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of
the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Austin needs more public transportation not more highways that separate the community. We should be
working on innovative solutions to limit emissions and pollution.
If we fall back on the same old highway building strategy, we end up like Houston with 8 lane mega highways
that are already inadequate before they are completed.
We can do better.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2339 Kelly Kent

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2340 Kelly McMahan

9/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

As a born and raised Texan, a 20 year resident of Austin, and a parent of a child attending Escuelita del Alma, I
fervently oppose the expansion of I-35 through the heart of our city. Hundreds of families will lose quality
affordable childcare from an Austin institution and many other old Austin gems would be lost too.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #19.

We know that adding lanes will only magnify the problems, not fix them.
Routing traffic to other highways like the NEW SH130 would be great or even sending folks to 183 & 71.
If anything, the project should reduce the route through Central Austin to a business route like in many other
towns along I-35 in Texas. A narrowed route will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our
precious Escuelita from needless destruction.

2341 Kelly Morrelli

2342 Kelly Outlaw

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/10/2021 Email
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Please take a minute to think about the consequences of this project and consider an alternative plan.
I support the reconstruction and would love it to be complete as soon as possible.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
For a state that values local rule so much, for TxDOT to disregard our input so flagrantly is a betrayal of the
principles of Republican orthodoxy.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2344 Kelly Taft

9/21/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2345 Kelly Willis
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2346 Kelsey Balaban

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2347 Kelsey Huse
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Respectfully, what is the plan for after widening I-35 to 20 lanes? Our city continues to grow and traffic will
continue to worsen. LOOK AT THE KATY FREEWAY. There is no proof that widening the highway will make
things better. Are we going to widen to 30 lanes in 10 years? We will never have enough lanes.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #1427.

We passed Project Connect. This city WANTS public transportation. We want to prioritize safer ways of
travel. We want incentives to live closer to work. We want trucks to be routed AROUND our city.

I-35 was placed through the middle of the city due to the racist master plan in the 1920s. We want to be able
to cross West-East easily now. We need a city we can be proud of in the future.

2348 Kelsey Huse

9/9/2021

Email

PLEASE CONTINUE TO CONSIDER THE ALTERNATIVE PLANS... The status quo is clearly not working.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I-35 is a dangerous, loud, highway that disconnects our downtown from the east side of the city. I don't feel
safe on it, walking near it, biking under it.... it's time to prioritize non-car modes of travel in the middle of our
city. PLEASE!
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2349 Kelsey Lofton

9/1/2021
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Virtual
Public
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I strongly oppose any expansion of I 35 through Austin. There are countless reasons but to mention a few:
induced demand, encouraging more vehicles and miles traveled, taking away property from the public,
increased pollution, increased noise, increased fatalities.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Comment
Form
2350 Kelsey Lofton

9/12/2021 Email

I oppose TxDOT’s recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2351 Kelsey Nunez

9/3/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. Those alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of
life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
local goals.
Lastly, please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central Texas.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2353 Kelsey Spencer

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I'm a lifelong resident of Austin, with 3 years now in East Austin specifically. Getting E to W in this city has
been a pain, at best, for as long as I can remember.

And that's from a car driver's perspective, never mind commuting via bicycle or public transport. The idea of
getting E to W on a bicycle across I-35 *currently* is straight up scary.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #1427.

We need to be encouraging pedestrian, bicycle, and public transport in this city. That is the only way to
reduce our current congestion. Adding more lanes has been proven *again and again* to have the opposite
effect you are claiming it will have. (In good faith? Hmm...) (That's right, I looked up "induced demand")

The current plan to displace businesses and residences will only contribute to Austin's endemic lack of
housing as well. Years of construction for a solution that will SO obviously not achieve its supposed goal is not
right for the city of Austin, or Texas as a whole.

No wider. No higher. Full stop.
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I value the communities and companies that lie alongside interstate35, please do not disrupt or remove them.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
LOOK AT MADRID RIO IN MADRID, SPAIN OR BOSTON’S BIG DIG. THESE ARE EXCELLENT MODELS FOR URBAN
RENEWAL INSTEAD OF BLIGHTING THE CITY.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.

I strongly oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35
Capital Express Central project.
As a past resident of Texas and having frequently visited Austin, it is simply a bad decision to expand I-35
causing more deaths to citizens, loss of economic income to businesses and destroying homes and loss of
land.
My tour of duty at Ft. Hood under General Shoemaker included being the Executive Sectary to the Human
Resources Coordinating Counsel. Without a proven strategy to coordinate the human resources as well as the
economic resources of Austin, there will be many problems that could be avoided as we did at Ft. Hood.
Please stop this expansion as planned, and require a meaningful alternatives including community proposals
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch.
Austin is a center for Texans and Americans to hold up as a model of strategic community change and
progress. Please work for the benefit of your citizens, businesses, the environment, and for a better future for
Austin.
2358 Kendall Mckenzie

2359 Kenley Reed

8/29/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/20/2021 Email

STOP. Leave Austin neighborhoods alone. Let us live our lives and don’t displace more people.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2361 Kenneth Perrine

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am most concerned about impacts proposed changes would make from Dean Keeton St. to E 51st St. I
understand that the most prominent contribution is the addition of the managed lanes, while generalpurpose mainline and frontage road capacity is retained and in some places expanded. Significant
improvements would also be seen in reducing lane changes, weaving sections, elevation changes, etc.

See response to comment #19.

These proposed changes come at a very high cost. A striking number of properties must be razed. The gap
between east and west Austin would be wider. Billions of dollars are proposed to be spent. I can’t even begin
to imagine the negative impacts of the construction effort on traffic flow. In studying transportation, I have
seen that TxDOT’s philosophy is to never take away capacity (e.g. the idea of repurposing the space taken by a
general-purpose lane for a managed lane). But, for practices to be more sustainable, these philosophies need
to change and the purview needs to be holistic. Can there be significant incentives (or dissuasions) for traffic
passing through Austin to take 130 and 183? Can Austinites find real reasons to continue investing heavily in
mass transit? What is the real value of managed lanes? Can all of this be used to truly shift demand around
enough that IH-35 can be rebuilt with a smaller footprint?

My want for a transportation plan to more fully consider ideas of using a holistic approach to reallocate given
space, plan for construction in a way that reduces negative impact, and end up with something that
exemplifies a sustainable, connected city.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2363 Kenny Hill

9/12/2021 Email

2364 Kent Burress

9/21/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
I am a resident of Central Texas since birth in 1957, and an Austinite since 1986. I remember when IH35 was
doubled in size north of Austin and was among the first to drive on the upper deck in Austin. IH35 through
Austin is very different now and calls for a very different solution.
I am writing in opposition of the current TxDOT plan for the I-35 expansion in Central Austin and in support of
reclassifying SH 130 as IH 35. Certainly many drivers would welcome the opportunity to bypass the city.
Significant enhancements could be made to SH 130 at considerably less cost and disruption to create a route
around Austin instead of through Austin. There are numerous access points to Austin from SH130 which
would dissipate traffic intentionally traveling into Austin. SH 130 also provides excellent access to the airport
and is ideally placed to handle the increased traffic as the area near Tesla grows.
In the current plan the congestion in Austin will only be shifted a short distance further down the road to
where the additional lanes end which will cause those new lanes to back up with traffic. In a sense it just
enlarges the parking lot. The current solution is Austin centric but the traffic congestion issue exists from
Round Rock to Kyle, not just in central Austin. Moving to SH130 provides congestion relief to over 40 miles
rather than 4 miles.
This would leave the existing route of IH35 as a business route through all these Central Texas communities.
Construction of this solution is far less disruptive to traffic flow and does not displace existing homes and

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #19.
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businesses- and I would think it is much more cost effective.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

2365 Kenzie Grogan

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2366 Kerry Hall

9/21/2021 Email

2367 Kerry Hugins

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the
most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is
often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am in favor of the plan presented here

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.
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https://www.austinchronicle.com/news/2021-09-03/council-gets-briefed-on-controversial-i-35-expansionplans/

2368 Keryme Ibarra

9/14/2021 Email

2369 Ketra Bartek
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2371 Kevin Curtin
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Response

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Stop building more lanes and invest in public transit already. TRAAAAAAINS.

See response to comment #7.

We desperately need more lanes for cars on I-35 through central Austin. Special interests have prioritized
bike lanes, but for current needs and the near future, more car lanes are needed for intrastate commerce,
interstate commerce, and movements of residents around the city. The city keeps crippling the
infrastructure, so we need the state, or somebody to help improve traffic in Austin.

TxDOT is optimizing the number of lanes based on traffic
demand. All proposed build alternatives propose to add two
high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) managed lanes and bicycle and
pedestrian shared-use paths, carpools/vanpools, in each
direction from US 290 East to SH 71/Ben White Boulevard. The
HOV lanes would be reserved for use by carpools, vanpools,
transit vehicles and emergency responders.

I spend a great deal of my life in the area surrounding I-35 between 32nd and 41st streets. My workplace is
there, a beautiful old brick building where we make an alternative newspaper, and my child's day care is
there: Esquilita Del Alma - which is affordable, high quality, time-tested and won't be able to stay affordable,
or even continue to exist, if their building - on which they receive an angel lease - is demolished. These
businesses are part of the community fabric and I would like for them to not be destroyed to make a wider
highway. Please consider the "No build" option.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

TxDOT is also evaluating an intersection bypass lane system
throughout the project. Bypass lanes are being proposed to
reduce congestion along I-35 at local streets and frontage
roads to allow drivers to avoid signalized intersections. The
project will maintain three to four mainlanes in each direction,
which is the same number that exists today. These design
options would allow vehicles to bypass frontage road
intersection signals in certain areas, benefit transit and
enhance people-carrying capacity.
See response to comment #6.
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2373 Kevin Gilmartin
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2374 Kevin Henry

Virtual
Public
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Comment
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9/10/2021 Email
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
We cant keep building more lanes to 35. That’s not the answer.

See response to comment #7.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2375 Kevin Howard
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2376 Kevin Jele

9/12/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

962

No.

Commenter Name

2377 Kevin Klock

Entry
Source
Date
9/10/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2378 Kevin Koat

2379 Kevin Koch

8/10/2021 Public
Meeting

9/18/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Be up front about cost + reality. Alt 1 = 2x cost of sort?
I want alternative 1. If possible, to save historic cherrywood intact, we should. Reduces noise & traffic
@neighborhood level. Escuelita de Alma and Stars Cafe are neighborhood landmarks. The neighborhood is as
important as downtown, with the underground until this is room to widen.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #271.
See response to comment #1996.

See response to comment #6.

I write to request further exploration of alternatives to the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT)
recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
As part of TxDOT's legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to seriously
consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, please consider retaining the original city grid and historic structures
north to Airport Boulevard. The best quote I've heard so far is that "dead people matter more than living
people," in reference to the widening of the highway immediately north of Mt. Cavalry Cemetery. Planning for
future caps, as planned, and exploring the incremental cost to keep the fooprint narrow north to Airport,
should be explored. It should not be a yes/no decision, there are many alteratives to explore. I appreciate Rob
Spillar's presentation to City Council and efforts to work with TXDOT to find the best balance among
everyone's responsibilities.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

963

No.

Commenter Name

2380 Kevin Lee
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2381 Kevin Lee

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2382 Kevin Lewis

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am opposed to both proposed alternatives 2 and 3. Both of these alternatives will do grave damage to the
Hancock Neighborhood (where I live) and other Central Austin Neighborhoods. I live one block away from the
proposed edge of either of these monstrosities. In fact, the house at the end of my street appears to be cut in
half. The construction on this alone will be horrific in terms of negative impact on quality of life (noise,
pollution, traffic disruption) and property values on my street, let alone what we will be left with when it
might be done in 15 years. What happened to “no wider, no higher”? Alternative 1, which I was in favor of,
at least had the promise of less disruption to the core Austin communities. So what if it was more
expensive…what the hell do we pay astronomical taxes for anyways? TXDOT seems to have zero regard for
the people of Central Austin or for the impacts this monstrosity will have on the climate. I’m guess not
surprised, but these plans are total BS.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
As a longtime Austin resident and taxpayer, I am writing to ask you to reject the current TxDOT's proposals for
the redesign of I-35 through Central Austin, and find a better alternative. I do not know the perfect design
alternative. Obviously, much community effort has been expended, and much more will be required to find a
very good alternative. However, I strongly believe that the current draft proposal for 20-lanes wide with an
open chasm for the main lanes and high-capacity central lanes is an unacceptable design. It makes many of
the problems created by the old design, worse yet. While purporting to be "cost-efficient," it invisibly
externalizes many, huge, real costs and will continue to project them into the future. lt also imposes many
real, but difficult-to-measure, social costs on our community. It fails to take advantage of many opportunities
to make things better, and instead seizes more property than should be needed.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #271.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.

I ask you to go back to the drawing board and re-evaluate the proposals from serious community efforts,
including Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. I believe you can do
better, and I believe the community deserves much better. I sincerely hope you believe that, too.
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Thank you for listening. We are counting on you

2383 Kevin Lucas

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #685.

Please hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Please also ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values of
Safe Streets in our city.
2384 Kevin Opp

2385 Kevin Quist

9/4/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

8/11/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Rebuilding 35 is a generational opportunity, and as it’s currently presented a colossal mistake. Austin is first
and foremost a city, full of people seeking opportunity. Rather than fix the historic scar through the fabric of
our city, TxDOT wants to double down, make that scar bigger and more permanent and for what?!? Everyone
acknowledges more lanes won’t fix traffic. The lack of creativity from TxDOT, even when presented with
community alternatives, is breathtaking. I almost have no words for disgusting this proposal is.
A rebuilt 35 should be centered around people first and foremost. That means actually listening to the ULI,
DAA and rethink 35’s proposals to sink 35, and use the right of way to create more opportunities for business,
homes, parks, life. Anything less is wholly unacceptable.
The proposal for 35 is complete climate denial and honestly just utter laziness from the transportation
department. Stop building highways like we are in the 50s, start lowering highways through urban areas and
making walkable boulevards on top. Sick of living in a state where driving is the only way of getting around.

See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #4324.
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2386 Kevin Quist

Entry
Source
Date
9/21/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

STOP EXPANDING HIGHWAYS. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (emphasis on transportation) INCLUDES
INVESTMENT AND DEVELOPMENT OF URBAN TRANSPORT. START INVESTING IN COMPLETE STREETS, HIKE
AND BIKE TRAILS, AND PUBLIC TRANSIT. FOR CITIES TO BE STRONG ECONOMIC CENTERS OF COMMERCE,
THEY NEED TO BE DENSE, CONNECTED, AND URBAN. MORE CARS JUST MAKES TEXAS CITIES SUCK ASS, PLUS
THEY ARE AN ENVIRONMENTAL CATASTROPHE!
2387 Kevin Quist

2388 Kevin Rolfes

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/12/2021 Email

Please don’t widen or expand the freeway. The entire freeway should be put underground and a boulevard be
placed on top as rethink35 and reconnect Austin are suggesting. Furthermore, an underground highway
should have ZERO (0!) entrances/exits from 71 to 183. Therefore through traffic can get through with 0
congestion and traffic with destinations in the city will use the boulevard on top.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2389 Kevin Stacy

8/29/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2390 Kevin Teller

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Are you people SERIOUS? This is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to improve the quality of life of
thousands of Austin residents and y’all want to shove a TWENTY LANE HIGHWAY THROUGH DOWNTOWN?!
I’m incensed. You have not listened to the people of Austin, the people whom you’ve acknowledged in your
own statements are the primary users of I-35, not freight from Mexico. We are the people who have to deal
with the noise, congestion and pollution from the highway, all of which - yes, the congestion, too! - will be
worsened by this completely misguided project. STOP taking urban design cues from the mid-century and
build us something future-proof that reduces the footprint of the highway, improves the pedestrian
experience, creates more high-revenue property downtown, and allows the city to be sewn back together.
Your plan is unacceptable. Trash.
This is long overdue. IH-35 is one of the most congested roads.

See response to comment #247
See response to comment #1427

See response to comment #7.
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I'm strongly in favor of redeveloping I-35 into pedestrian walkway Green space and working on plans to divert
traffic around the city. Just expanding I-35 doesn't solve the problem and creates more quality of life issues
for residents.

See response to comment #247.

Please do not expand I-35. As even the people leading the project have admitted (and as has been the case in
every single highway expansion to ever happen) it won't actually improve the traffic flow. Even worse, it will
represent an even greater divide between East and West Austin and will perpetuate the inequities caused by
segregation and the original I-35 project. There are much better options, including routing through traffic
around downtown Austin to the rarely used 130. Our quality of life would be so much better if we turnedI-35
into a boulevard, like many cities have done. Don't expand I-35 and make life worse for literally no benefit.
I already live so close to the highway, and the noise level is so high that I can’t talk to my neighbor over the
fence. If you do move more into our area, I hope you plan on pretty walls like on Mopac. It’s too much!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

I don’t really have comments because there is nothing “specific “ to comment to. However, I will say I want
every consideration that the residents on Mopac received. Walls/ sounbarriers. Etc.

See response to comment #614.

As a tax payer who lives in Austin, Texas, I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The
highway footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #19.
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See response to comment #614.

A narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, including Escuelita del Alma from
needless destruction.
Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and negatively impact parents/caretakers who rely on their services during business hours. There
are better and more creative options, including moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The
rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an
excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

2396 Kim Fernea

8/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I do not support this project moving forward as currently designed.
I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion
of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the strong options that are on the table for expansion. It is important to move forward with one
of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through downtown can occur and keep Austin
moving.
This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
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and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.

2397 Kim Fernea

9/15/2021 Email

2398 Kim Friedrichs

9/9/2021

Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2400 Kim Meyer

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I-35 is too divisive already!
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
It does not look very bike friendly or friendly at all!
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2402 Kim Powell

9/12/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2403 Kim Power

2404 Kimberly Bodner
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Please do not expand the footprint of I-35 through Austin. There is an incredible amount of opportunity for
innovation in this project.

See response to comment #6.

The latest options for increasing mobility on I-35 are extremely disappointing.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.

As a neighbor of I-35, I was excited to hear about the previously proposed cap and bury options.
Other cities across the nation have succeeded in removing their obsolete and unloved urban freeways, or
covering and capping them with new useful and beloved urban spaces.
Would it be difficult? Of course.
Would it be expensive? Absolutely.
Would it leave a legacy, be lasting and let us be a further example of forward-thinking cities and
communities? Without a doubt.

2405 Kimberly Collins

2406 Kimberly Feldbauer

2407 Kimberly Gilbert

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/31/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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In the end, Austin deserves better.
I’ve examined the plans for expanding I35 and I believe that neither of them will solve the traffic problem. I
think a more creative solution is needed (perhaps tunneling, looping around the city, etc). I disagree with
destroying 140+ homes and businesses to widen the footprint of the highway. I also think the pedestrian
tunnels will not be a pleasant or safe way to cross the interstate. Please don’t push one of these plans
through without a lot more thought into the impact to the neighboring community.
As a tax paying citizen, I would request TXDOT to consider the cap and stitch alternative, and pay for it with
state and federal money that they have set aside for widening. It is in the community’s best interest to do so,
as well as makes a small gesture towards reparations to the marginalized communities in east Austin that
TXDOT has significant responsibility in segregating. Do not widen I-35, in Austin or elsewhere. We need other
mobility solutions in Texas. Thank you.
I oppose the I35 Expansion as proposed. We need to focus more on reducing traffic through improved biking
and public transportation and routing big trucks around the city.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2409 Kimberly Levinson

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #13.

No message.

2411 Kimberly Scherer

2412 Kimberly Smith

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

The freeway project is vital to the regional transportation network and quick action is needed to relieve
congestion on the freeway. All of the alternatives being tunnels is a concern because of the lengthy design,
construction duration, expense to construct and maintain. The shared use paths on either side of the frontage
are better than most City facilities and will attract more pedestrians into the freeway corridor, while reducing
space for frontage road improvements.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

2413 Kimberly Wilson

9/10/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Adding more traffic lanes only causes more traffic. Massive highways through cities destroy local
communities, increase pollution and generally decrease the quality of life for those of us who actually live in
Austin.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2414 Kirby Peters

Entry
Source
Date
9/17/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2415 Kirollos Malaty

9/20/2021 Email

2416 Kirsten Siegfried

9/1/2021

2417 KJ

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/31/2021 General
Website
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Please do not make IH 35 any wider. Please lower it and cap it to the extent feasible. Please do not
exacerbate the years of division that this racist and classist structure has caused to our community. Please
use this moment to heal this old wound and heal ameliorate the damage it has done. Please do not displace
any residences or businesses.
As a 20 year resident of Austin, I am unequivocally opposed to any expansion of I-35 through Central Austin
that does not reconnect the urban grid by burying lanes, capping the interstate, accommodating multi-modal
transit and activating taxable land for equitable, sustainable development. The proposals you have put
forward so far go directly against good urban planning principles - they will exacerbate sprawl, they will
further widen the chasm that I-35 already creates, they will worsen air quality and ruin any chance of
reconnecting our urban fabric. Streets should connect people, and these proposals do exactly the opposite.
The answer is not to cater to the most convenient solution to move cars & trucks - we already know what will
happen if you provide additional traffic lanes. They too will fill up with more cars.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #1427.

This city is desperate for a win, a call to rally behind the right vision for our collective future. But you have not
proposed one. Use our tax dollars in a way that will enhance our quality of life, not detract from it. Show that
you are not completely tone deaf to the climate crisis, to issues of racial justice, equity. Do not take parkland
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and shutter businesses so you can widen the highway to 20 lanes.
This project requires the sort of visionary thinking that will serve our future generations, and our city's holistic
transportation needs. Don't be on the wrong side of history again, please.

2418 Klinton Lewis

9/21/2021 Email

2419 Klswan

9/24/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2420 Koby Crooks
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2421 Kon Kwan

2422 Kon Kwan

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I support TxDOT to construct the IH 35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #7.

I support TxDOT to construct the I-35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2424 Kris

9/7/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As a resident of Austin and a licensed civil engineer living within a half-mile east of I-35, I think its my duty to
share my opinion on these alternatives. I can tell that lots of thought and effort has gone into the planning of
these alternatives and I thank TxDOT for the resources and time to put these documents together and for the
commitment to better ATX. For me, a successful I-35 makeover would be a tunnel section, but in reality, the
obvious cost restrictions cripple this project the same way as all the other projects in the United States;
however, that doesn't mean we shouldn't do it right this time around. Too many times we've seen the
damages to communities when cutting scope from mega infrastructure projects leads to social indifference
throughout our cities. I'm afraid these alternatives will not fix the divide of east versus west of I-35. The
partition is clear, and by adding these concrete masses of lanes, the partition will be stronger. If the next
revamp of I-35 wont come for another 50 years from the completion of this project, is this really the design
we want for the next five to six decades? In 2021, is this the best we can do? Given the current Administration
in place, traffic demand skyrocketing, and public interest, this project has the potential to be great. Instead, I
see a new three level interchange at a currently quant Woodland Avenue, I see the elimination of green space
and pervious surfaces throughout the corridor, and lengthened local street bridges across I-35. All of these
factors strengthening the divide. There are other ways to make this project work. With the population
expected to double by 2045, is this really the right way to complete this project? It would be great to see the
incorporation of the $7 billion Capitol Metro transit plan, the commitment from TxDOT and the City of Austin
to help link the currently segregated communities, and the maximized use of the state ROW, thinking beyond
the year 2050. This opportunity here is once in a lifetime for the city and state. This is a chance to show the
country and the world how to do a project right, with the great State of Texas at the forefront. We need to
think outside the box - are there ways to leverage private funding to pay for a tunnel cap, are there ways to
implement tolling to pay for tunnel sections or widened local bridges that can support parks and more
welcoming architecture, would businesses or developers in the area want to help pay for the tunnel? Based
on the recent developments at Rainey Street, UT, and Riverside, why wouldn't they? There are other ways to
achieve these goals - is TxDOT willing to try? I am checking the box below as I think everyone's property value

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #8.
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in the whole city will increase, pays will increase, and more companies, students, graduates, and businesses
will move here if I-35 is tunneled or designed better; its worth the initial investment in my eyes.

2425 Kris Newton

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2426 Kris Pan

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Austin is already regularly exposed at dangerous levels of fine particle matter in the air, going over WHO Air
quality guideline values of 15 μg/m3 (PM2.5). Adding highways is a short-sighted solution and will only be
filled up with additional cars. If residents of Austin is serious about making long term solution, we need more
public transportation that connects north and south Austin, not adding more roads.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
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2431 Kristen Olson
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Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

2432 Kristi Park

9/13/2021 Email

2430 Kristen Kocurek

Comment

Response

I would first, like to see I-35 NOT be expended. As the saying goes, "If you build it, they will come." I don't
think we should induce demand and further add to the detrimental climate impact of the highway. If I-35 is
expanded, make it so that the City of Austin would be able to cap it to reconnect historically divided
neighborhoods. The highway should also become a toll road for through traffic only with the bypass (130)
becoming free to move traffic out of Austin's central core.
[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #30.

On behalf of the East César Chavez Neighborhood Plan Contact Team, please see the attached letter regarding
Capex Central Project.
This is such an important project to unite our city and an opportunity to create a less car dependant culture. It
will be beneficial to the citizens of Austin and the environment to create more green space and lower I-35 out
of view. For such a strong tech hub, Austin is currently far behind in a vision of what could be the future of
urban spaces. Lower I-35 and bring our city together. Focus on creating and improving pedestrian/bicycle
access, and creating more green gathering spaces for all of the city to enjoy.
My grandfather built my house in 1939 and it has been in my family ever since. I am on Robinson Ave right
next to the acces road. Please do not do anything to damage the integrity of the homes here. If the businesses
have to go, make the expansion stop there.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1432.

See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #4324.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

979

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.

2433 Kristi Roen

9/10/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2435 Kristi Shaw

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I have been a home owner and resident in East Austin since 1999. The proposed I-35 expansions demolish
well established neighborhoods with significant community value. The proposed plan continues deeply
disturbing racial disparities of the past regarding East Austin which is in direct opposition of the City of
Austin's investment in acknowledging, addressing and seeking to ameliorate these impacts in future projects.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.

There are more viable solutions than TxDOT's highway expansion plans. These need to be more strongly
considered, including the trade-offs of all projects to include cost and values. The central Austin community
will be permanently and irreversibly impacted by the TxDOT plan. There is a winning solution to ameliorate
traffic impacts, accommodate Austin's growth, and protect our City's values and investment in community.
The plan as currently proposed is NOT it!
I oppose TxDOT’s recent proposals for I-35 through Austin and hope you do the same including enacting local
measures and policies to reduce I-35 project impacts to our Central Austin community.
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2436 Kristi Stotts
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9/14/2021 Email
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

2437 Kristin Marcum

9/24/2021 Email

2438 Kristin Phillips

9/8/2021

2439 Kristin Sheppard

2440 Kristin Vrana

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
I understand from a 2015 Texas AM study that a relatively small proportion (14%) of vehicles are traveling
without stopping. Many of these are trucks, however, and diesel is a health risk to all living along the corridor.
Austin is also the largest city without a free bypass. Would it not be better to divert traffic to areas outside of
the city rather than expand highway capacity in Austin? Would making parts of 130 a free bypass be a
solution? Are there other ways to divert cars from this corridor so that volume is lessened?
Please do not make the same mistake as Katy with an expansion of I35. It will destroy neighborhoods and
increase pollution, without alleviating our traffic problems. This is a terrible idea.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2441 Kristin Wheatley

9/22/2021 Email

2442 Kristin Zakoor

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
TXDOT should stick to the "no wider, no higher" plan that TX DoT originally proposed for I-35. I-35 has
signified segregation for Austin and continuing to extend it is not the answer. Taking it under ground would be
the best approach to open it up for spaces that unite Austin. It will create more demand and with climate
change and air quality diminishing, expanding the highway is not in our city's best interest.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #30.

Regards,

Kristin Zakoor

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

983

No.

Commenter Name

2443 Kristina Snyder

Entry
Source
Date
9/24/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2444 Kristine Blackstone

9/16/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. Why aren't they thinking more creatively? A major expansion will not solve the problem.
TXDOT promised "no higher, no wider". Now they are failing to deliver on that promise and no one is holding
them accountable.
We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway expansions almost
never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an expansion will make I-35's
impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
The current proposal will destroy the core part of the city and not solve the problem.
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Dear TX DOT representatives

See response to comment #6.

The proposed 10 lane expansion of I35 is a20th century solution to a 21st century problem. Even TXDOT
admits this will not mitigate traffic congestion and has known this for years. I sat in a Swede Hill
Neighborhood Meeting several years ago and was told noting that was planned would improve traffic. My
question then was and is now why do it? Why are you not looking at innovative ways to reroute traffic,
improve congestion, and enhance Austinites quality of life? The answer was and is in a nutshell “we don’t do
that”. It is past time TXDOT builds transportation solutions for people not traffic. Do better. Build an Austin for
today and tomorrow and not yesterday. There are some really smart people, including those at TX DOT, who
have some great ideas. Listen to them. Learn from them. Take off the blinders and see what is possible. Do
not build the I35 expansion.
Thank you

2446 Kristine Januskaite

9/22/2021 Email

Kristine Garaña
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am a young adult living in the city of Austin, learning about the consequences of poor urban planning that
causes inequity and continued environmental degradation. I hope that you take this matter seriously as it will
hold major impact on our city in its ability to be an interconnected, sustainable city and on the people of
Austin, who would be more segregated by this decision. We demand better than this. We deserve real
solutions, not bandaids.
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Entry
Source
Date
9/18/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. We need solutions that help people, not prioritize cars.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical.
We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should
be independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
2448 Kristy Attaway

9/9/2021

Email

2449 Kristy Gregg

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
See response to comment #7.
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am writing as a home owner who lives two blocks from I-35 in Cherrywood and work in the St David’s
See response to comment #33.
complex on the other side of it. I walk to work across I-35 every day. My husband and I have owned our home See response to comment #13.
for 22 years and I very much love my neighborhood. I am also a native Austinite, having grown up in Allandale.
I feel that the two options left on the table from TXDOT are both very poorly thought out. This project is our
chance to do something to enhance and beautify our city instead of creating a larger, louder and more
dividing scar across it. I am very impressed by Reconnect Austin’s ideas to bury and cap the interstate. Making
a place for new businesses above the buried interstate can create more taxable income to help pay for the
extra cost of burying it. Planting more trees and other greenery will provide beauty and clean the air. Burying
it will greatly decrease the noise without having to build big concrete structures to block it from us. Less
concrete on the surface also creates less heat absorption.
Everything about Reconnect Austin’s plan makes better sense than the other plans. Our neighborhood has
voiced opinions that we are happy to lose some of the access points to I-35 in exchange for a better plan! It
would also help connect the UT athletic complex that resides on both sides of a very wide gash of the
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interstate. Imagine having more usable land for UT to use (and pay taxes on)!
I sincerely hope TXDOT considers it’s decision and listens to the citizens of Austin, especially those who will be
directly affected every day.

2450 Kristy Lipman

8/13/2021 Email

2451 Kurt Joseph

9/15/2021 Email

Thank you for your response. I am extremely against proposed alternative 3. You are removing the decks to
downtown to connect the city and then adding them by us. Woodland is surrounded by neighborhoods next
to the freeway. It is impossible that anyone making this decision would pick alternative 3 if they lived in this
neighborhood. Please take that into consideration. I assume it is cheaper but that doesn't make it right. Who
do I contact to voice my opinions on the proposed alternatives?
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

Comment noted.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2452 Kurt Swogger

9/22/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

2454 kwhite

9/9/2021

Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2455 Kyla Renta

9/1/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
After learning more about this project, I wanted to write that I am appalled at the proposal to displace more
than 150 businesses and restaurants to expand the I-35. I've learned that its proposed to expand the highway
by 20 lanes but TxDot said that the project won't provide congestion relief. What is the point of a $5 billion
project if it don't provide congestion relief?? Why should my tax dollars be spent on this project that won't
show any results?? Additionally, adding more lanes will only add more carbon emissions. I strongly urge this
committee to consider other alternatives than expanding the freeway and displacing people and businesses.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.

2457 Kyle Failla

9/9/2021

Email

Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2459 Kyle Manlove

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See reponse to comment #685.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital
Express Central project.

2461 Kyle Voosen

9/1/2021

2462 Kyle Wright
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2463 Kyle Wyatt

9/8/2021

2464 Kylie Sharp

9/9/2021

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
Email

You need to hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Long time Houstonian who has seen the damage caused to communities by wider and wider highways.
Somehow traffic seems to grow with each lane added. Please don’t do this to Austin. Think different. Think
better. Let’s route thru-traffic around downtown and make I-35 better for the community. Bring East and
West Austin together!
Hello! I'm a civil engineer, I have worked at TXDoT in the past, I live less than a mile from I-35 in 78751, and I
drive on it all the time. I say these things to qualify my following comments: I do not think the proposed I-35
modifications are a worthwhile expenditure, and I do not think they will achieve their desired goals.
Expanding the capacity of I-35 by a few lanes in one of the the fastest-growing cities in America is simply not
going to work. The corridor will spend most of the next decade tied up in construction only to be obsolete by
the time it gets completed. The project construction itself, and the behavior it promotes, is environmentally
costly to the city and to Texas. I-35 is one of the biggest point-sources for air quality pollution in the Austin
metro area. Communities near I-35, including downtown walking routes and the UT Austin campus, are
already suffering from the particulate matter, NO2, and CO emitted by vehicles in the corridor. There is no
sustainable solution that keeps the current location of I-35 congestion-free into 2030 and beyond, and
certainly none of the projects proposed herein will meet that goal. Please reconsider new alternatives that
actually serve the Texas community!
I am extremely opposed to any expansion of I-35. Not only will it further divide downtown and the east side, it
will also not help traffic. The expansion of mopac took years and years, closed lanes often during that time,
and now that it's open, traffic is just as bad as it was before, but now a private company can make money off
of it. I-35 Will be no different. It's not the 1950's anymore - building more roads only increases traffic. We
must look to expand public transportation and discourage car use within the city.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #7.

991

No.

Commenter Name

2465 L Mayer
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9/20/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2466 Laine Hardy

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2467 Lance Coplin

9/21/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
This is an opportunity to provide a more visionary solution. The number of on and off ramps should be
reduced through downtown. All portions of the highway should be below grade with pedestrian and bicycle
infrastructure at street level. The frontage roads should be minimized. The current crossings under the
elevated portions of I-35 and across the frontage road are dangerous, not to mention a terrible eyesore and
stressful to navigate. I bike across at 4th street daily - the speeding traffic and confusing ramps and u-turns on
the frontage roads are dangerous.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #4324.

See response to comment #7.
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2468 Lance Hamm
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9/24/2021 Email
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To Austin I-35 Traffic Managers:

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.

I am opposed to any widening of I-35 in & near Austin. Do not add vehicle lanes to I-35 in Austin.
I-35 should be designed to be pedestrian & bicyclist friendly with multiple routes through (over & under I-35)
the Austin area, including lower speed limits to mitigate road-user crashes.
Why are road-users being killed on or near I-35 in Austin?
1. Vehicle Speed. Please lower the speed limit so when crashes do occur they will be less severe. Do you know
the speed limit through downtown Honolulu on the interstate freeway is 55 mph?
Mitigated road design prevents severe injuries and death.
2. Proximity of high speed vehicles to other high speed vehicles, pedestrians, bicyclists, & roadside fixed
objects. Lower the speed limit.

Current frontage road posted speeds within the project area
range between 40-50 mph. Posted speeds are determined
once construction is complete. For all proposed build
alternatives, TxDOT is lowering frontage road speeds to
35mph.
TxDOT routinely evaluates the design guidance, which includes
design speed, and must comply with federal and state
standards for highway design, including TxDOT’s Roadway
Design Manual, the AASHTO Policy on Geometric Design of
Highways and Streets and the Texas Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices.
Design speed is used explicitly for determining minimum
values for road design, such as horizontal curve radius and
sight distance based on the roadway function and
classification. Roadway geometric design features such as
cross-section elements, lane widths, shoulder width, etc., are
determined based on the road function and safety in relation
to the design speed.
The posted speed limit is normally set at the nearest value to
the 85th percentile speed ending in 5 or 0 of the observed
speed of a group of vehicles traveling on a section of road. City
governments and TxDOT must conduct traffic and engineering
studies according to requirements outlined in TxDOT's
publication, Procedures for Establishing Speed Zones, when
setting a speed limit on the state highway system.
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2469 Lance Labun
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9/9/2021
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a promise from
state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is ignoring that
promise and clear community preference for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives. Widening I-35's footprint involves seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than 140 local
homes and businesses.
It is your duty to hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
to seriously consider alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. Instead flouting NEPA, TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical.
We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address transportation choice, access, safety, air
quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated
from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2470 Landon Laws

9/21/2021 Email

Lastly, please ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2471 Landon Laws
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9/21/2021 Virtual
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I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #4.

On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2472 Landon Leschber

9/17/2021 Email

2473 Lanell Coultas

9/16/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2474 Lania Fryou

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2475 Lara Burns
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my support for the I-35 adding capacity and strongly support the
cap and stitch of 35 DT with parkland on top. Also the integration of this system along with project connect
initiatives.

2476 Larry Graham

9/24/2021 Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2477 Larry Henderson
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2478 Larry Hester

9/23/2021 Email

2479 Larry Lee

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2480 Larry Strub
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Put all "passing thru" trucks (those not making local deliveries in Austin) toll free on 130/45. Charge "passing
thru" trucks a toll to come down I-35.

I don't like either of your plans. Put the whole thing underground and use ground level for green space.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #15.
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Email

Hello,

See response to comment #33.

This letter is to express my public input on the project : I-35 Capital Express Central (I-35 from 290 to 71).
As a citizen of Austin, Texas I prefer the solutions proposed by "Reconnect Austin" as the most viable and
sensible resolution to the I35 corridor through our City.
I feel the proposals by TXDOT are not acceptable and will destroy the core of the City. 20 lanes of traffic is just
not going to be an acceptable alternative.

2482 Lata Karna

9/21/2021 Email

Thanks for your consideration.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2483 Lathrop Smith

9/19/2021 Email

2484 LaTisha Anderson

9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
The proposed riding of IH35 not only will continue to displace a part of town that is already being negatively
impacted it seems there was no creativity in looking at other possible routes.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
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I oppose widening of the highway such that it displaces apartment buildings and businesses and brings the
freeway's noise, pollution and to/from traffic closer to residential areas.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.

In the 21st century, TXDot can do better than just more and ever widening roads, we can also incorporate
quality of life improvements for the surrounding community.
I urge you to explore available proposed alternatives that also make it friendly to pedestrians, bikers, mass
transit, and pleasant to live nearby. I support the goals of the presented alternatives (like Rethink35)

2486 Laura Arbilla

9/9/2021

Email

Wasn't US130 supposed to get 18-wheelers out of I35? Why now argue that we need I35 for the 18wheleers? We should make US130 free for them instead.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2487 Laura Barnes

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As a retired Educator I am asking that you please consider a more creative option to reconnect our
communities.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1427.

The consequences of bulldozing Escuelita Del Alma are twofold. First, the dedicated staff of EDA would all
lose their jobs. This loss of would be devastating for their families. Secondly the community would lose an
affordable childcare option.
You have the opportunity to build a stronger community. Please look at alternatives ! Thank you
.
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2488 Laura Buratti
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9/21/2021 Email

2489 Laura Cottam Sajbel

9/1/2021

2490 Laura Cottam Sajbel

9/9/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. I-35 is already an eyesore and great divider in our City. If it's larger, it will
completely dissect the city. I love to ride my bicycle from West Austin to East Austin, and a giant freeway to
cross under will make it far less pleasant.
I've lived in Austin for nearly 12 years. Previously I lived in Dallas, and I've seen how their "sunken" approach
to Woodall Rogers freeway, with a park on top, has dramatically changed the landscape of their downtown
for the better. Austin should be able to do the same thing.
As a longtime Texan and Austinite, I am writing to ask that you do NOT expand the divide between East and
West Austin. You will be taking the homes of people who have invested their savings and housing to replace
theirs is in short supply, nearly impossible to find. It is backwards thinking, too, to build a bigger highway. The
Katie Freeway is still crowded. Find a loop around the city for thru traffic and build better public
transportation.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #4.

A resident of Austin since the ‘80s, I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent
proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
We live close enough to hear I-35 traffic, which has increased from occasional congestion to constant 24/7
traffic noise. The city does need to build the infrastructure to get more local traffic off the highway—in the
works— but what we do NOT need is an Austin version of the terrifying Katie Freeway. More lanes and
tunnels only mean more accidents, more traffic, and more pollution. Plus, while the plans talk about 150
households taking buyouts, what it does not say is that there are precious few houses for those displaced
families to buy.
In other cities, through traffic is routed onto a loop around the downtown. We have other roads in place, so
perhaps focus on that, rather than further dividing our city physically and socially.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I oppose the proposed TxDOT plan. I think we need more research. I think the amount of people and change it
asks for is too much from this city.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Hello,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. As a former resident of Atlanta I have seen the effects of 7-8 lane highways
- the traffic was no better with the same merge and on/off ramp choke points being present just as always.
Redesigning I-35 is a once in a multi-generation opportunity and I am thoroughly disappointed at the lack of
investment in forward thinking strategies. The lazy default to adding more lanes is not acceptable for many
reasons.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2493 Laura Fish

2494 Laura Gottesman

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
This is ridiculous. Expanding I35 won’t solve traffic in Austin or Texas. Enlarging highways only makes traffic
issues worse and ensures that drivers will drive more dangerously. Investing in public transportation will
lessen traffic and aid affordability. But the state of Texas cares neither for the environment nor working and
middle class folks and the livability of Austin or any other city. Maybe don’t bust your load on useless highway
spending. We need the power grid to be repaired and improved not more ways to encourage car culture.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #7.
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I strongly oppose this. It would create more problems and contribute to pollution.

See response to comment #6.

Improvements to I-35 are critical to Central Texas. The status quo is not sustainable if we want continued
growth of opportunity and connectedness as a community. I support the construction of much needed,
overdue improvements to I-35.

See response to comment #7.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
As a resident of Windsor Park, just east of I35, I urge you to think of ways to promote other transportation
options — rail, strengthening our bus system, and even forcing 18-wheelers to use the loop around the city,
so that more traffic on I35 isn’t a foregone conclusion.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2498 Laura Huffman

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]

See response to comment #7.

Good Afternoon:
On behalf of our President and CEO, Laura Huffman, please find attached our letter of support for IH 35
Capital Express Central. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.
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I appreciate TxDOT’s planning on the I35 project. Doing nothing is not an option. I like ideas #2 or #3 with
either raised or lowered lanes. Tunneling, I am afraid, will take much longer and be more difficult, as
experienced with the Mopac/Loop1 project. Tunneling is extremely expensive, difficult to widen and will
become a bottleneck like today (think I 10 and Mobile, Alabama.) Ignore the city council with their capping,
tunneling ideas. Drivers actually need more lanes (please no tiny, terrifyingly narrow lanes), and we need
solutions. It needs to be practical and not pretty. Mostly wealthy white people can afford to live downtown
east of I35, so the historical segregation arguments are silly.
I am writing in opposition of the widening of I-35. As a longtime Austinite, the traffic congestion in central
Austin has gotten considerable worse, especially on I35. The fact that it is being considered to add more traffic
through downtown is alarming. The road is already incredibly dangerous and adding more lanes will only
make it so. I support putting an I-35 business road and routing major traffic to the outskirts of town. As the
current expansion plan stands, the east side will be negatively effected and this area has already suffered
greatly throughout Austin's history.
I wish to voice my opposition to this plan to expand IH35. It does not seem well considered on myriad fronts.

See response to comment #7.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #2370.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #685.

First and foremost, it won’t solve our traffic problems. It will move bottlenecks out north and south of where
they are today unless all of IH35 is made 20 lanes.

Secondly, it is blatantly inequitable. Property owners on the east, but not west, side of the highway will lose
their properties. Historically, East Austin is home to minority businesses and people West Austin is the side of
white privilege.

Thirdly, pretty recently you promised not to do this. It has been only a short time divide the head of TXDOT
vowed not to do this. What changed?

Finally, this plan feels like it was fast tracked without adequate public input during a pandemic—a time when
many are focused on personal issues over community issues. I ask you to hold off until proper public input can
be gathered and an outside analysis of the efficacy of this project can be measured objectively.

2502 Laura Sargent

9/5/2021
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Sincerely,
Hi, on the I 35 capital Express project. Whatever is done should be done within the current footprint with no
destruction of current businesses. Also east west travel across the highway should be similar to how 26th St.
(dean keaton street) and I 35 currently is meaningMeaning traffic doesn’t have to stop at the highway it goes
under it

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.
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Please do not displace people for the sake of more lanes. There are many creative options online that are
better for Austin and those who live here. Destroying everything does not solve anything.

See response to comment #160.

I would desire no change to occur. It seems unlikely any viable solution will present itself as the renderings are
merely that, renderings. Alternative 2 and 3 are mere speculation at this point causing years of pointless
reviews, and endless construction if approved. I would rather see TxDOT spend the money on trains and mass
transit from city to city than put any more money into I-35, which has gone through construction and
“improvements” at least twice if not more in my lifetime in Austin, which is the only place I’ve lived. Again I
want no change to occur.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Do you really want to be California??????
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2507 Lauren Brauer

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2509 Lauren Jackson

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2510 Lauren Luscombe
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please don’t widen I-35; we have an amazingly beautiful and growing city and we can do better. Let’s not
replace an existing poor design with another poor design. We’ve invested in beautifying downtown which has
attracted additional transplants- this is another place to do that while accommodating the traffic that comes
with those transplants.

See response to comment #6.
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Adding more lanes will not solve congestion on I-35. Adding more lanes will just induce more demand on the
highway and we’ll have 20 congested lanes instead of twelve, and will have lost billions of dollars and
invaluable public spaces in the process. Add bus lanes and toll lanes instead! This is a bad plan that our kids
generations will have to spend billions repairing if we don’t be more forward thinking now.

See response to comment #6.
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I am not employed by TxDOT, this form wouldn’t let me unselect it.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

2513 Lauren Osborne

9/9/2021

Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2514 Lauren Osborne

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2515 Lauren Rathbun

2516 Lauren Russo
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
no to widening 35

While I appreciate the effort these plans make to lessen the negative equity and environmental impact, it isn’t
enough. Increasing lanes induces demand for traffic, it does not reduce it. The plan needs to truly reckon with
its environmental, safety, and community impact, by increasing the prioritization of pedestrians, cyclists, and
mass transit efforts. It also needs to focus on how to create affordable housing opportunities instead of

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #273.
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displacing the few low income residents we have left. We are staring down a future of unlivable temps and air
quality and increasing the amount of traffic will only make that worse. Widening 35 to make traffic worse is a
failure on several levels and a predictable and preventable one.

Virtual
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Hi, my name is Lauren and I thank TxDOT for the opportunity to provide public comment. Please do not
expand I-35 in the downtown core of Austin. It will not make ANYTHING better, traffic nor the downtown
environment. Please invest in alternatives that will grow Austin sustainably instead of hamstringing our
reliance on personal vehicles!
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Form
9/18/2021 Email

Also, I know it is such an unlikely solution (and one I am pretty skeptical of), however, I hope the decisionmakers will reconsider the boulevard concept. It has the power to redefine the downtown and make it a
pleasant area again. The presence of I-35 contributes to the "public safety" situation that conservatives like to
blame on homelessness, but is really a combination of nuanced factors. Creating a more pedestrian friendly
downtown that accommodates all kinds of people instead of primarily vehicles will be good for everyone
(conservatives fighting against a boulevard solution would no doubt be using it in 15 years time -- pleasant
public space is appealing to everyone). Please look at Commonwealth Ave/Commonwealth Mall in Boston. All
kinds of people have the opportunity to enjoy that community asset, and Austin has the chance to create
something similar with the will of its smart decision-makers.
No one wants the expansion of I-35 because it will not alleviate traffic, it will make it worse. Countless studies
on the Katy Freeway in Houston show that adding lanes made a bad problem worse. I VOTE NO

Response

Comment noted.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.

See response to comment #6.

Please do NOT expand I35, this would be a Mega nightmare, and it's already a nightmare. We need to create
alternatives to the traffic jams, not make them worse. We need to expand public transit, high speed trains,
monorails, above ground and underground options. We need smaller highways, fewer highways, less cars on
the road. Period.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
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independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2521 Lauren Wheat

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2523 Laurie Filipelli

9/6/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs and the current urgency that climate crisis
demands. Those alternatives should be independently studied and should address transportation choice,
access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated
from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and local goals.
Lastly, please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central Texas.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2525 Laurie Young

2526 Lawrence Kim

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am STRONGLY against this plan! We do not need more lanes! There will be too many businesses and homes
impacted.
It makes no sense to expand I 35 in this way while 130 is barren! We need to toll I 35 and make 130 free or
other creative solutions. This plan is HORRIBLE and I hope the city is able to listen to the community feedback
instead of moving forward with this ill-conceived plan.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2527 Leah Bannon

2528 Leah McLeroy

8/30/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/13/2021 Email

Please do not expand I-35 through Austin. We don’t want this! It will only make our traffic worse, and hurt the
Austin families and business you steal land from. We don’t want to end up like Houston — a clear example of
how expanding highways only worsens the problem.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2529 Leah McLeroy

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I don’t want the I 35 widened, because doing so will cause more pollution and environmental degradation,
displace a lot of residences and businesses, and will be a stain on this city where I was born and raised.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
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As a South Austin resident and someone who uses I-35 regularly, I do NOT support the lateral expansion of I35. Reconnect Austin and Rethink35 both have great solutions to the traffic challenges experienced on I-35.
Expanding 35 outwards and destroying 150+ homes and businesses is not what our community needs - our
community needs mix use boulevards.

See response to comment #33.

Comment
Form
2530 Leah Norman

2531 Leah Norman

8/31/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/9/2021

Email

My recommendation is to work with the aforementioned groups to find a solution that works for ALL
Austinites, not just the wealthy oens.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2533 Leah Wang

9/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2534 Leannah Fulmer

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/7/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2535 Ledia Pearl Carroll
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Adding more lanes to I-35 does not seem like a 21st century solution. TxDOT has the opportunity to do
something innovative. I think TxDOT should support a move to reclaim land for Austinites by burying the
highway or turning it into a boulevard with high-speed rail and bike and pedestrian lanes rather than
displacing beloved neighborhood institutions to expand the highway. I think it makes more sense to divert
through traffic around the city using highways that are already built. I would like to see TxDOT deterring
drivers from driving through the city (tolls work) rather than encouraging through traffic with up to 20 lanes. I
don't want Austin to turn into Houston! Cities like San Francisco and Raleigh divert people around the heart of
the city and Austin should too. Please don't expand I-35. Rethink transportation in and through our beloved
city instead!
Unless you are planning to only allow electric vehicles, this project is a bad idea. We need to be moving away
from traditional transportation infrastructure, not wasting energy, time and tax dollars on a project that will
only perpetuate the burning of fossil fuels and the aggravation of traffic.

Does 135 even need to be widened? There are so many other freeways in the region do people need to be
driving thru the middle of austin? Anything in center of town should all be underground and thus walkable
from 35th st to the river.Send the longhaul traffic on bypass to 360 and 183. SAn francisco chose to remove
and destroy freeways through thr center of town and it has been great.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #247.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #33.

I am a native austinite. We must underground!!!! I35 thru austin. Boston did this when I was in college there
and it so connected the city. This dog is going to be so much work and time it’s just stupid to keep it above
ground. Also it divides austin already too much it’s gonna kill Austin. We need a lovely underground i35 w
walkable grass and slow roads up top. This is a contemporary approach to urban areas. It needs to be
considered in austin!

2537 Lee Braddock

2538 Lee Donie

2539 Lee Einsweile

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/20/2021 Email

I write to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation, economic, environmental, and quality of
life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land
Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital
Express Central Project. This review, under the National Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis
and clearance of all community alternatives.
The simplest and most economical solution to remedying the IH35 issue is to get away from the mentality that
2 lane directions need to exist on the same level. If you consider the option of placing all Northbound Lanes
on an upper deck (or lower deck), utilizing the entire width of both direction and the Southbound utilizing the
opposite deck, Austin could have 8 or more lanes through downtown without encroaching on any additional
private properties. Entrance and exit ramps could easily be designed in anywhere.
This is an incredibly overpriced and pointless project that will worsen the lives of many people in Austin, many
of whom are likely to already be suffering from decisions made by people in power. Adding more lanes will
add more traffic, not reduce it. This has been proven time and time again, in cities across the world and cities
in Texas like Houston and Dallas. Invest in free, high-speed rail public transport instead. Solve multiple
problems at once.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #1427

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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The current possible plans are bad for Austinites for numerous reasons that have been publicized and
mentioned by our own city council.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #273.

Please go back to the drawing board and come up with ways to vastly reduce the number of cars on the road
to begin with. Ideally I'd like the whole thing to be put under ground or routed outside the city entirely (and
replace the current tract in the city with a regular Main Street or parkland with commercial zoning mix). A
larger I-35 footprint will just encourage more congestion, and further enforce a physical barrier between parts
of Austin that have already been subject to racist policies historically.
Please do not widen I35.
Widening the road will not reduce traffic or pollution. This has been proved many times in various research
studies.

Austin needs to investigate alternative means such Rethink I35 to improve our future. The increased pollution
of so many cars contributes to global warming and climate change. We want Austin to be at the forefront of
innovative and sustainable solutions, not just another city with 20 Lanes of clogged traffic.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2543 Leigh Ann Ganzar
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2544 Leigh Browne

2545 Leigh Vladyka

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/1/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
We can do better than this expansion plan. Bigger freeways do not mean less traffic and this plan will disrupt
the city. Please explore the proposed alternatives.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

The expansion will displace Austin businesses and homes that have been a part of the community for decades. See response to comment #6.
TxDOT has also openly admitted that the expansion will not aid traffic. Transportation funds can and should
See response to comment #160.
be allocated elsewhere to projects that can actually help traffic in Austin. This plan should not be
implemented.

1019

No.

Commenter Name

2546 Leila Levinsin

Entry
Date
9/9/2021

Source

Comment

Response

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2547 Leila Levinson

9/16/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
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2548 Leila Levinson
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To whom it may concern:

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #160.

I reside in the Hancock neighborhood and feel deeply concerned by the two proposed options for redoing I35.
Creating 8-10 lanes in each direction- which will require significant taking of land- will not only greatly
diminish the quality of life in our neighborhoods due to pollution and noise but will literally encroach on our
neighborhoods. Roadways are to improve our lives. These alternatives will place our lives as a distant second
to the road’s domination.

2549 Leila Melhem

9/22/2021 Email

Please create an option that prioritizes the integrity and health of our neighbors. At the very least, include
more caps and stitches between 290 and downtown.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27, 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2550 Leila Sales

9/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I doubt anyone would argue that I-35 is fine just the way it is. Like many city residents, I will go out of my way
to take longer city streets rather than sit in I-35 traffic. The highway as it stands clearly was built for a smaller
or differently distributed population.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

But if we're serious about fixing the I-35 traffic problems, we need to think bigger than adding new lanes for
cars. That's just going to kick the can down the road.

The visionary, long-term solution would be to invest in public transit. This could take the place of many of the
cars currently clogging up I-35, and could can grow along with our population. Otherwise, we'll just keeping
getting more people in Austin and its environs, traveling further distances, and ten years down the line we'll
find ourselves once again having this same conversation about adding in yet more traffic lanes.
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I highly recommend the piece the Texas Observer published about this issue:
https://www.texasobserver.org/the-road-home/ It's a good read, and I think it provides a very compelling
case against adding lanes to I-35 and in favor of distributing funding a more sustainable way.

Thanks for listening,
Leila Sales

2551 Leo Anderson

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.

If anything, let us reduce the width and support traffic with public transportation. Doing so will allow freight
to move more easily with the present width. Let us also cap and stitch areas of I35 to connect our city
together.

2552 Leo Anderson

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2553 Leon Cai

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

2555 Les Krupa

9/9/2021

Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I support the Reconnect Austin alternative insead of I-35 expansion.

2556 Lesa Walker

9/14/2021 Email

Please help make Austin more people friendly and instead of more car lines please support building more
bicycle lines and common spaces where people and families can walk and relax.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2557 Lesley Tesh Pedersen

Entry
Date
9/9/2021

2558 Lesley Williamson

9/9/2021

No.
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Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

Email

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2559 Lesley Yates

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2560 Leslie Currens

9/9/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I am opposed to Alternatives 2 and 3, which require significant new right of way, destroy homes and
businesses, and make that area of Austin worse than it is now.

See response to comment #271

I am in favor the tunnel-based Alternative 1, which would adhere to the "no wider, no higher" TxDOT promise
and has the advantage of removing some of the barrier between East Austin and West Austin, and also can
provide additional usable public space and an improved environment for everyone.

Tunneling lanes underground is preferable to running more and more lanes through the middle of one of the
most vital parts of the City, which includes Downtown and the University of Texas. Paving over all of that area
will destroy the ambiance and create an unsurmountable barrier between East and West.

2561 Leslie Pitts

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

If it is not possible to go "no wider and no higher", then my preference is the "no-build" option - because
doing nothing is preferable to making things worse.
I think there are much better options to improve the I-35 corridor in Austin than by displacing so many homes
and businesses in order to widen the highway. What if you build an underground tunnel instead to allow for
pedestrian and bike paths to downtown and green spaces for people that live and work in the area? Bring the
community more together than further apart.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #160.

My son attends Escuelita del Alma- one of the many businesses that would be affected by this project.
Escuelita is an Austin institution as far as I’m concerned. I’ve been an Austinite long enough to remember
when the school was downtown and right next door to the best breakfast in the city- Las Manitas. Both were
pushed out by “progress,” but Escuelita found a new home in a more central location. Before the pandemic
hit, there was a years’ long waitlist for parents trying to get their kids into the school. But now, due to COVID,
they are struggling like everyone else.
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Escuelita is just one of the many small businesses with stories like this that would be pushed out by the
proposed expansion of the highway. Please reconsider the plans to come up with a more community minded
option and save our small businesses.

2562 Leta Moser

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2563 Leticia Estavillo

2564 Levi Howze

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/10/2021 Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am in favor of developing the underground segment of I35 through downtown Austin

1) Electric Vehicle Charging Stations need to be added… given distribution of Electric Vehicles vs fossil fuel
vehicles in the next 10-20 years.
2) Add more cap+stitch projects please
Ensure caps + stitches are built to sustain living plants.
Grows, gardens, trees, community farms
3)

See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #13.
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2565 Lewis Caton
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9/24/2021 Email
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Greetings,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

I have been a resident of the Cherrywood neighborhood in Austin for over twenty years now and I'm a parent
of two children who attend Escuelita del Alma. I am deeply concerned about what the proposed highway
expansion plan will do to my community. I implore you to do everything in your power to not expand I-35 in a
way that would destroy the businesses and residences in the surrounding area. Please choose any redesign
plan that will provides a narrower highway footprint in an effort to preserve the existing homes, local
businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma.
If TxDOT proceeds with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, over two hundred families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. My wife and I have been a part of the Escuelita
community for nearly six years now and have truly found a second home for our children there. There are
better and more creative solutions to the I-35 corridor problem, including moving traffic to SH-130. There are
also better design options that work to bring our community together, rather than further divide it. The
rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational opportunity to reconnect our communities and to find a
modern and sophisticated solution to what is now a very old problem.
I have serious doubts that an expanded highway will improve traffic as there are many examples across the
nation as well as closer to home in Dallas and Houston, where a heavily expanded highway ultimately does
nothing to improve traffic conditions. Arguably, expanded highways have made traffic worse for many of the
commuters in the suburbs and exurbs of these communities.

2566 Lewis Goldstein

9/4/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I would like to voice my opposition to this project as currently designed. I understand the challenges that the
city of Austin, its surrounding communities and the state of Texas all face, but this truly is an opportunity for
better city planning, for healing past transgressions to our Austin neighbors east of I-35, and for better
developing our community.
The community developed plans are by far more attractive alternatives for the long term goal of reuniting
east and west Austin into a cohesive unit. Unfortunately as the A&M study shows these options would not
solve the root problem of too many vehicles needing to go north and south. I think a compromise solution
that takes the TxDot option 3 proposals that remove the raised lanes and lower the roadway makes sense.
Unfortunately the TxDOT plan does not do enough to cover the roadway. There needs to be more and wider
cap and Stich areas than proposed. Not looking for the expensive full boulevard proposed by the community
groups but in order to tie the city back together there would need to be more covered segments with their
own mini boulevards.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #13.

Sadly there seems to be no discussion of water retention and landscaping within any of these plans.

I believe there are many developers in Austin and other National developers who have an eye on Austin given
the economic prospects of this boom town. A public private partnership should be formed to look at ways to
fund a more robust solution that gets us closer to the community proposed options while still realizing the
goal of less traffic congestion.
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2567 Lewis Weil
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9/21/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2568 Leyla Shams

8/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2569 Leyla Shams

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am absolutely LIVID about the idea of expanding I-35 the way it's been proposed. The world is changingpeople are working from home, we need to lower emissions, and instead, TX Dot is going in the absolute
opposite direction of the change we need. As a resident of east Austin, I was looking forward to a solution for
I-35 that doesn't rip open to the city even more. Instead, again, we've gone the opposite direction- widening
the highway, making it even more atrocious. I was an architecture student at UT from 2001-2006- I remember
the proposals by Reconnect Austin back then, and they are saying the same thing now- RECONNECT AUSTIN,
don't keep dividing it! This is absolutely ridiculous. I am angry, and I do not feel heard in this process.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #4.

I'm incredibly disappointed and angry about the tone deaf I35 proposals from TxDOT.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2570 Leyla Shams

9/20/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1030

No.

Commenter Name

2571 Liam Kozma
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8/19/2021 Email
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Good afternoon,

See response to comment #15.

I am a longtime Austin resident writing in opposition to the expansion of I-35. The two “finalist” proposals
would further the damage the current lanes inflicted on the city hurting the fabric of the city, impacting
livability, and damaging tourism.
Please consider the proposal to bury the the lanes where possible, not where merely convenient. As a
resident of the city, I would vote for a bond to absorb the added cost.

2572 Liana Petruzzi

2573 Liang Z.

2574 Liang-Yu Chiang

2575 Lillian Rodriguez

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/28/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/4/2021 Email

The residents of the city do not want I-35 expanded. Please reconsider the final proposals.
Based on the described options, I think the reconnect Austin plan is best. It would remove the highway from
the heart of the city by putting it underground and building new, community space aka the ur an boulevard. It
seems to be the best of all the plans and the best opportunity to meet the heavy traffic needs.

See response to comment #33.

Both alternatives address the downtown traffic with more bypass lanes. And both alternatives goes below
grade during downtown area to bring the two sides together. It would also be great to cover the wide
highway during downtown area to make it a public space and park.

See response to comment #7.

I love this area. Stay away please

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
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2576 Lillian VanScoy

Entry
Source
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9/12/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2577 Lily Bouvier

2578 Lina Del Castillo

8/30/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/16/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As a resident of the Cherrywood neighborhood, I do not support encroaching on the businesses and
residences in the neighborhood for the purpose of widening I-35.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2579 Linda Fields

9/23/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2580 Linda Godinez

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
No wider and no higher! And above all, NO taking private property for imminent domain! Step back, take
time and do it right. Tunneling the lanes, capping it and creating new usable urban spaces would cost more,
yes— but it is far more preferable than the two remaining options. Repurposed land that generates tax
revenue can offset cost. Reconsider Alternative 1, because the only acceptable option among the ones that
are currently on the table is the no-build.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.

1033

No.

Commenter Name

2581 Linda Godinez
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9/23/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2582 Linda Hutchins

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Stop
widening and/or heightening
I-35 and further dividing East Austin from the rest of the city! We want Cap & Stitch, or better yet, fully bury
and cover it completely from MLK Road through Riverside. Mitigate the horrible POLLUTION and TRAFFIC
NOISE from both I-35 and the ugly frontage roads!!
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2583 Linda Hutchins

2584 Linda Mehrens

2585 Linda Nenno

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/11/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

I am absolutely AGAINST widening, adding more lanes or heightening I-35 in the downtown corridor from
Riverside to Airport Blvd. I do NOT want to experience more auto emissions, pollution and traffic noise. If
ANYTHING, put it below ground in a tunnel & cap it with parkland.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

I don't think adding lanes is going to fix the problem. In the future, as the population grows, the traffic will
grow until I35 is once again congested. I think nothing should be done until you find a better solution.

See response to comment #273

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2586 Linden Gillham

9/21/2021 Email

2587 Lindsay Ignatowski

8/30/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2588 Lindsay Machen

2589 Lindsay Olinde

9/22/2021 Email

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Studies show that adding highway lanes creates induced demand and does not improve traffic; can actually
worsen it. More lanes on 35 is not the solution.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #15.

Bury I-35, reclaim downtown space, create an actually useful light rail, work with the city to change zoning,
build walkable neighborhoods, affordable and dense housing, reduce sprawl. Stop kicking the can down the
road.
Thank you.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project!!!!!!
I am extremely disappointed by TXDOT's lack of incorporation of community feedback into these designs,
despite promises otherwise. "No higher, no wider" as recent as last year. Were these all facades? Designs
must pause until authentic community engagement and creative partnerships are made. I especially oppose
widening the Cherrywood neighborhood and losing our local access onto I-35, the lack of air quality studies
and noise mitigation, and the disregard of pedestrian safety and designs with the goal of mitigating climate
change. Please limit ROW expansion (at least 60' from private property), redesign norhthbound frontage as
corridor street/blvd, include repairs to the inequity scars of i35 via support from People United for Mobility
Access Our Future 35, and absolutely provide the much delayed noise mitigation steps.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1996.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2591 Lindsey Ramirez

9/23/2021 Email

2592 Lindsey Scott

9/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am writing to urge you to reject expanding I35 to 20 lanes through Austin. Let’s not further separate our
communities to half-hazardly address traffic issues. There is no evidence this measure which will remove
many businesses as well will actually significantly help with traffic.
I'm writing to ask you to please consider the evidence by less biased parties which demonstrates that
expanding lanes of traffic does not decrease traffic or emissions, but increases it. Removing the upper decks
and increasing the lanes would further contribute to Austin's traffic issues, and would worsen the
socioeconomic issues around 35, especially on the eastside where historically Latinx and Black communities
keep getting pushed out for 4 over 1 condos and unaffordable housing in a time when housing is extremely
inflated in our city and homes sit vacant while unhoused folks are thrown in jail. Please consider one of the
alternative plans which allows for smaller lanes and the use of upper decks. I am a lifelong Austinite and a
cyclist and I feel very strongly that going with the current plan would upset and inconvenience more locals-motorists and cyclists--than it would help. This decision feels ill-informed and appears to serve those building
it, not those it's purported to service. Thank you for your time.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #1996.

I’m writing to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s proposals to expand I-35 as part of the I-35
Capital Express Central project.
We have learned that widening highways doesn’t solve traffic congestion. Let’s not make that same mistake
here while desecrating the neighborhood where I’ve lived for years, Cherrywood. We must seriously consider
the health of our planet! More highways and vehicles are exactly what we do not need.
Additionally, TxDOT is not upholding their legal requirements (under the National Environmental Policy Act) to
seriously consider doable alternatives for I-35, including proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the
Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch.
TxDOT’s I-35 expansion plans are devastating to those of us who live in the neighborhoods surrounding the
Project area. The potential environmental and quality-of-life fallout are indescribable. Serious, hardcore,
independent studies and investigation is needed to fully access the detrimental impact the expansion would
have on our community.

2594 Lisa Cronin

2595 Lisa Cuddy

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/15/2021 Email

Tx DOT doesn’t care about our community’s goals, health, plans, values or well-being. This proposed
expansion, and TxDOT, must be stopped - for our community now, and for future generations.
I dislike the plans you are moving forward with and would almost prefer to just keep Dean Keeton to 51st as it
is rather than widening it. The biggest headache in my experience has always been Ben White to 15th street. I
agree with City and Neighborhood groups to cantilever the lanes if you won’t bury them.

See response to comment #6.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2597 Lisa Humphrey

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2598 Lisa Jones

9/14/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am disappointed that the build alternatives don’t take into account the cost/benefit analysis of making I-35
smaller or removing it altogether. I’ve lived in Austin for over 30 years, both central east and west of I-35 and
the two alternatives being looked at seem to miss the boat entirely! I think it’s pretty clear that the build will
be a significant burden on Austinites and once complete, the new build will not provide much relief, if any at
all. Many parts of the country have figured out that more highway lanes are not the only solution and often
times, they are not the best solution. Since there are only two options, both fairly similar and both including
additional lanes, I would prefer that nothing be done. I don’t see how the cost and frustration is worth the
cost to our community and well-being.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #4.

I vehemently oppose recent TxDOT proposals for IH-35 as part of the IH-35 Capital Express Central project.
Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg's assured us “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider
and no higher” but that promise and community pleas for the same have been ignored. A full and robust
study of meaningful alternatives signals its intention to widen the IH35 footprint, seize 32 acres of land and
destroy more than 140 local homes and businesses.
We need you to make sure the scar of I-35 across Austin is healed, enlarged.
Hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and seriously
consider alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land
Institute's Cap and Stitch. All alternatives should be independently studied and address transportation choice,
access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax
base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Please, get actively involved.

2599 Lisa Leininger

2600 Lisa Mansuri

2601 Lisa Meier

9/24/2021 Virtual
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9/14/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
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Form
9/9/2021 Email

I am really disappointed in the current plan for I-35. I think it needs to be scrapped entirely as it will cause
irreparable damage to downtown Austin and is detrimental to our fight against climate change. I believe 35
should not be expanded at all and in fact should be more city road like to encourage people to take the loop
around Austin instead of just passing through. I-35’s history is steeped in racism and Txdot should be
intentional in not contributing to this further.
I do not support expansion of the I-35 corridor through downtown/central/east Austin. I do not support the
taking of any private property for a motor vehicle highway project.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2602 Lisa Moore

9/12/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2603 Lisa Ramirez
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I-35 should not be expanded in a crude 1950s way. Every effort should be taken to learn from past mistakes
and do better this time. It should not be expanded in a way that impacts the neighborhoods and businesses
alongside it. To be honest the traffic moves well on 35. If you could teach people how to merge that would
solve much of the problems!

See response to comment #6.
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You have a real opportunity here to do BETTER. To make up for the wrongs that were done when this road
was created in the first place. It bisected this City in ways that continue to damage it to this day. Lots of
creative energy has gone into some alternatives that would heal these old wounds and create beautiful,
dense, profitable, greener alternatives to this carbon dioxide traffic jam you're suggesting. This is a time for
bold, dramatic action towards creating a better Texas--not one littered with massive highways. Please hear so
many Austin residents begging for BETTER. We could be a model for the rest of the country with wisdom and
forethought guiding us into the next century. Please listen. Instead of just bulldozing, let's INVEST in the
future. It'll pay for itself over and over again in so many ways.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #65.

See response to comment #4.

We have a real opportunity here to do BETTER. To make up for the wrongs that were done when this road
was created in the first place. It bisected this City in ways that continue to damage it to this day. Lots of
creative energy has gone into some alternatives that would heal these old wounds and create beautiful,
dense, profitable, greener alternatives to this carbon dioxide traffic jam you're suggesting. This is a time for
bold, dramatic action towards creating a better Texas--not one littered with massive highways. Please hear so
many Austin residents begging for BETTER. We could be a model for the rest of the country with wisdom and
forethought guiding us into the next century. Please listen. Instead of just bulldozing, let's INVEST in the
future. It'll pay for itself over and over again in so many ways.
I'm writing to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of
the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2607 Lisa Wimberley

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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TxDot needs to expand their vision. As we have seen everywhere, building more vehicle freeway lanes does
not ease traffic woes. Looking at I-35, there is an opportunity to improve the whole paradigm for Austin. We
need to continue consideration of Alternative 1.

See response to comment #271.
See response to comment #273.

All highway construction costs too much, and yet we do it. TxDot's evaluation states that Alt.1 would cost
twice as much as 2 or 3. Well, Alternatives 2 or 3 do NOT fix the problems. We need an Alternate that takes
us in a different direction. The current citizens of Austin will have to live with the results of 'fixing' i-35 for the
rest of our lives. How do you put a dollar value on the quality-of-life difference between living with
Alternative 1 versus the other alternatives?
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Honorable Members of the Texas Transportation Commission,

See response to comment #831

As a leader at St. Edward's University, I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital
Express Central design process. I echo the comments submitted by university President Montserrat Fuentes,
PhD:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
St. Edward’s University’s 160 acre campus sits just west of I-35 in South Austin. Many of our 3,500 students
and 800 staff and faculty rely on I-35 daily, as they travel between campus, home and other workplaces. This
roadway is critical infrastructure and directly impacts the operations and transportation connectivity to our
campus.
I-35 is seriously outdated and needs transformation through Austin to accommodate the rapid and immense
growth locally and across the state.
Accordingly, I am writing today on behalf of St. Edward’s University, to express my support for TxDOT to carry
forward Alternatives 2 and 3 of the I-35 Capital Express Central design for detailed analysis in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement ahead of the Fall 2022 Public Hearing.
As plans move forward, I request TxDOT carefully consider alternatives to demolitions and other negative
impacts on businesses and homes east of I-35. In our city, I-35 is a racial and social dividing line and has
caused harm to generations of minority and marginalized communities in East Austin. The Capital Express
Central project is an opportunity to engage neighborhoods and address inequities.
University leaders are prepared to discuss this project and its impacts on St. Edward’s property, operations,
and educational mission.
2611 Liz Johnston

2612 Liz Jones

2613 Liz McConnell
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You all built 130 to take the load off of I35 and then made it so expensive no one wants to drive on it. Now
you're planning on messing up traffic for a decade just to add lanes to I35...this seems like a boondoggle. I am
not in support of this project.

See response to comment #6.

Please construct sound barriers on either side of 35 like you did on Mopac for residents that live near the
freeway also the "new" toll road on Mopac is already totally congested, so wondering if adding 2 lanes to 35
will do much?

See response to comment #614.

I’m against expansion of I-35 through central Austin because it will harm the residents with more pollution
and reduce viability of mass transit and active transit projects.

See response to comment #6.
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I think too much effort has been put into expanding i35 and not enough into rethinking the highway that splits
the city in half. Why can't i35 be treated like a business route and we work to move traffic around the city like
most other cities do?

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

We do not need 20 lanes of deadly highway, we should be pushing most traffic to the outskirts of the city and
return the central thoroughfare to a manageable business route instead of an interstate. This has already
shown itself to work in countless cities if you follow i35 north.
Please re-evaluate, none of your plans make for a city that I want to live in.
The current options are unconscionable. Others have stated the many reasons far better than I can. I will just
add that, for me, Austin’s charm—it’s heart—is that it is a city made up of neighborhoods. The current plans
will tear the heart out of Austin without solving any problems but definitely creating new and bigger ones.
PLEASE ROUTE EXPANSION OF I35 AROUND AUSTIN NOT THROUGH IT.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2617 Lloyd Thompson
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9/22/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2618 Logan Cimino

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2619 Logan Daum

9/7/2021
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Virtual
Public
Meeting

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The current proposals are extremely disappointing. In this day and age, expanding inner-city highways has
been shown to be extremely harmful to communities, air pollution, and noise pollution while not succeeding
in the goal of reducing congestion when looking at a 10+ year time scale. If we cannot afford a plan that does
not further split the city in two, we should save until we have the funds for a better plan. And why aren't

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.
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2620 Logan Johnson

Entry
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more state funds going towards alternative transportation options that have shown to make a difference such
as public transport and bicycle infrastructure?

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

Response

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2621 Logan McCaul

9/16/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
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2622 Logan McCaul
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9/16/2021 Virtual
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I would like to see alternative solutions explored than the one currently planned. I-35's current path and
location is covered in trouble history, leads to congestion, and separates communities. Would the impact of
cost, traffic, and community be if SH 130 became I-35 and a parkway is built as a replacement for I-35? What
if additional highways connecting 71 and 183 with I-35 on the outside of downtown were created? Would it
cost more? help congestion?

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

All of the plans I've seen for I-35 so far have been around upgrading or replacing the existing infrastructure. I
would love to see explorations into what the impact of rerouting the traffic and developing more crossroads
near downtown would be.

Thanks,

2623 Logan Schugart

2624 Lonny Stern

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

A resident of East Austin.
I call on the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) to fully consider the Reconnect Austin, Rethink35,
cap and stitch design, and other community alternatives, not just a highway expansion, for I-35 through
Austin.
Our city should be an example of the future of greener cities and must utilize this plan to expand greenspace
and reduce pollution for all citizens' benefit.
Thank you for providing opportunities for feedback.
I prefer Alternative 3. Even still, I would suggest some improvements:
1) provide caps over the sunken portion of the highway.
2) create more opportunities for contiguous public space on the capped area by limiting some cross streets
(for example 5th street). It’s okay to offer bike/pedestrian connections, but cars don’t need to have a crossing
at every street
3) bike / pedestrian safety is unclear, especially at major intersections (for example Airport Blvd and Dean
Keeton) . While these corridors don’t see much pedestrian traffic at the moment, it’s because the built
environment is designed for fast car traffic (and thus reduces its use as a walking/biking through way)
4) how can this plan prevent disruption to the Red Line rail service?
5) can the speed of the access roads be reduced to less than 40l miles per hour?
6) can trees be added to the access road and on/off ramps to create better shade for pedestrians and reduce
the heat island affect?
7) is there any information available about how each of these plans would impact noise levels for the
surrounding communities?
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See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #574.
See response to comment #1427.
Current frontage road posted speeds within the project area
range between 40-50 mph. Posted speeds are determined
once construction is complete. For all proposed build
alternatives, TxDOT is lowering frontage road speeds to
35mph.
TxDOT routinely evaluates the design guidance, which includes
design speed, and must comply with federal and state
standards for highway design, including TxDOT’s Roadway
Design Manual, the AASHTO Policy on Geometric Design of
Highways and Streets and the Texas Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices.
Design speed is used explicitly for determining minimum
values for road design, such as horizontal curve radius and
sight distance based on the roadway function and
classification. Roadway geometric design features such as
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cross-section elements, lane widths, shoulder width, etc., are
determined based on the road function and safety in relation
to the design speed.
The posted speed limit is normally set at the nearest value to
the 85th percentile speed ending in 5 or 0 of the observed
speed of a group of vehicles traveling on a section of road. City
governments and TxDOT must conduct traffic and engineering
studies according to requirements outlined in TxDOT's
publication, Procedures for Establishing Speed Zones, when
setting a speed limit on the state highway system.

2625 Lorenzo Figueroa

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2627 Lori Kangun

9/13/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1051

No.

Commenter Name

2628 Lorraine McChesney
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9/24/2021 Email

2629 Lorre Weidlich

9/24/2021 Email

2630 lorrilh

9/11/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #685.

I oppose the expansion of I-35!! It has been proven multiple times that highway expansion does nothing to
control traffic. Austin is becoming almost unlivable with the amount of construction taking place and i can
only imagine the detours that will be implemented to complete this project. Expanding I35 will only further
divide the city and due to its racial history, we need unity not separation!!
I want to express my objections to both of the proposed redesigns of I-35 through Austin.
Increasing the number of lanes will not reduce congestion. Ultimately, it will only increase the amount of
traffic on I-35. This is the principle of induced demand, and TxDOT should be familiar with it.
Increasing the number of lanes will further divide the city of Austin. It's original division was rooted in racism.
We do not need to aggravate that racism by increasing the division.
We need to reunite Austin by removing I-35 from the center of Austin and restoring East Avenue just as other
cities, including New York and San Francisco, have successfully removed highways from urban settings.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2632 Louis Gonzales

2633 Lous Rigler

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Do not move forward on the plan to expand

See response to comment #6.

I-35. The environmental impact of the proposed plan will be a detriment to the entire state.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I oppose TxDOT recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.”
TxDOT is ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of
meaningful alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and
destroying more than 140 local homes and businesses.
Make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger. Hold TxDOT to their legal requirements
under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35,
including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch.
Alternatives should be independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air
quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated
from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

TXDOT's plan to bulldoze homes and business to expand I-35 is a terrible plan. Please support solutions other
than adding more and more lanes.
More transit and more bike-friendly routes will do far more to develop Austin into a livable city.
I support Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation, economic,
environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of I-35 through
Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National Environmental Policy
Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.

2635 Lucas Herrera

9/17/2021 Email

A bigger highway just means more congestion, more pollution, and more road deaths. The city needs transit if
it's going to continue to grow and thrive.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2636 Lucas Loredo

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Listen--if y'all don't cap I-35, you're missing out on a once-in-a-generation opportunity to forever improve
how Austin functions as an inclusive and green city.

See response to comment #13.

Don't cheap out, y'all. Be bold! Make Austin a world leader! This is a huge opportunity--don't squander it!
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2637 Lucas Loredo

2638 Lucian Morehead
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Y'all - this is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to build an infrastructure that'll last the next 100 years and
shape the way Austinites engage with their city.
I implore you - YOU MUST TAKE I-35 BELOW STREET LEVEL AND CREATE GREEN SPACE ON THE ABOVE
GROUND BOULEVARDS.
Anything less is short-sighted.
I was born in Austin in 1990 and love this city dearly. Please, please do not go halfway on this - you get ONE
CHANCE to fix I-35. Building alternative 1 is the only one that'll make us proud.
Go big, y'all, and make our city proud!
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I am an architect and owner of an architectural firm that does the majority of their projects in and around
central Austin. I am also a 15yr resident of the Holly St neighborhood and current homeowner of a property
located 4 blocks east of the interstate. Our local school, Sanchez Elementary, where my daughter will start
kindergarden next year, is one block east of the I-35 frontage road.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #4324.

I experience on a daily basis the scar in our city that is I-35. The idea that the future of this highway through
Austin is one that worsens the scar rather than works to heal it is the most frustrating development scenario I
have considered in my years as a resident here.
The proposals that TxDOT is advancing for the future of I-35 represent the WORST of the mindsets that
characterize this state instead of the BEST. Texas is a state that leads the country in so many ways in terms of
innovation and big ideas. Yet, TXDOT’s proposals for expanding I-35 through downtown represent outdated,
narrow-minded ways of thinking about transportation that do a massive disservice to residents of Austin and
the state as a whole. Under the current proposal, I-35 will continue to be a major east-west barrier to
pedestrians, cyclists, wheelchair users and even drivers, and compound the air and noise pollution it already
burdens central Austin with.
By now there is more than adequate evidence and research to show that widening highways makes
congestion worse over time and contributes further to the sprawling land use patterns that are ecologically
and economically damaging.
An enlightened approach and a positive investment in the future of the state would:
- make meaningful attempts to restore the city’s street grid
- integrate specific public transit plans into its proposal
- narrow the right-of-way and depress the main lains
- relegate trucks to SH130, which was sold to voters as a bypass for I-35.
- recognize the significant new tax base that would be formed by new development opportunities with this
strategy
- outline how Vision Zero is supported and achieved in the new proposal
- expand the longevity of the interstate by sinking it below grade where it is not compromised over time by
vibration and weather.
In doing so, it would remove the physical, social, economic and racial barrier that has been the tragic legacy of
I-35 since its construction. It would recognize that the core of a city is no place for a 20-lane highway. It
would prove that Texas is a national leader of big, bold, imaginative, thinking which puts its people first. Texas
can do better with this once-in-a-generation opportunity and its residents deserve more.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #4324.

I am an architect and owner of an architectural firm that does the majority of their projects in and around
central Austin. I am also a 15yr resident of the Holly St neighborhood and current homeowner of a property
located 4 blocks east of the interstate. Our local school, Sanchez Elementary, where my daughter will start
kindergarden next year, is one block east of the I-35 frontage road.
I experience on a daily basis the scar in our city that is I-35. The idea that the future of this highway through
Austin is one that worsens the scar rather than works to heal it is the most frustrating development scenario I
have considered in my years as a resident here.
The proposals that TxDOT is advancing for the future of I-35 represent the WORST of the mindsets that
characterize this state instead of the BEST. Texas is a state that leads the country in so many ways in terms of
innovation and big ideas. Yet, TXDOT’s proposals for expanding I-35 through downtown represent outdated,
narrow-minded ways of thinking about transportation that do a massive disservice to residents of Austin and
the state as a whole. Under the current proposal, I-35 will continue to be a major east-west barrier to
pedestrians, cyclists, wheelchair users and even drivers, and compound the air and noise pollution it already
burdens central Austin with. By now there is more than adequate evidence and research to show that
widening highways makes congestion worse over time and contributes further to the sprawling land use
patterns that are ecologically and economically damaging.
An enlightened approach and a positive investment in the future of the state would:
- make meaningful attempts to restore the city’s street grid
- integrate specific public transit plans into its proposal
- narrow the right-of-way and depress the main lains
- relegate trucks to SH130, which was sold to voters as a bypass for I-35.
- recognize the significant new tax base that would be formed by new development opportunities with this
strategy
- outline how Vision Zero is supported and achieved in the new proposal
- expand the longevity of the interstate by sinking it below grade where it is not compromised over time by
vibration and weather.
In doing so, it would remove the physical, social, economic and racial barrier that has been the tragic legacy of
I-35 since its construction. It would recognize that the core of a city is no place for a 20-lane highway. It would
prove that Texas is a national leader of big, bold, imaginative, thinking which puts its people first. Texas can do
better with this once-in-a-generation opportunity and its residents deserve more.
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2641 Lucy Begg
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9/24/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
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I am an architect and owner of an architectural firm that does the majority of their projects in and around
central Austin. I am also a 15yr resident of the Holly St neighborhood and current homeowner of a property
located 4 blocks east of the interstate. Our local school, Sanchez Elementary, where my daughter will start
kindergarden next year, is one block east of the I-35 frontage road.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #4324.

I experience on a daily basis the scar in our city that is I-35. The idea that the future of this highway through
Austin is one that worsens the scar rather than works to heal it is the most frustrating development scenario I
have considered in my years as a resident here.
The proposals that TxDOT is advancing for the future of I-35 represent the WORST of the mindsets that
characterize this state instead of the BEST. Texas is a state that leads the country in so many ways in terms of
innovation and big ideas. Yet, TXDOT’s proposals for expanding I-35 through downtown represent outdated,
narrow-minded ways of thinking about transportation that do a massive disservice to residents of Austin and
the state as a whole.
Under the current proposal, I-35 will continue to be a major east-west barrier to pedestrians, cyclists,
wheelchair users and even drivers, and compound the air and noise pollution it already burdens central Austin
with. By now there is more than adequate evidence and research to show that widening highways makes
congestion worse over time and contributes further to the sprawling land use patterns that are ecologically
and economically damaging.
An enlightened approach and a positive investment in the future of the state would:
- make meaningful attempts to restore the city’s street grid
- integrate specific public transit plans into its proposal
- narrow the right-of-way and depress the main lains
- relegate trucks to SH130, which was sold to voters as a bypass for I-35.
- recognize the significant new tax base that would be formed by new development opportunities with this
strategy
- outline how Vision Zero is supported and achieved in the new proposal
- expand the longevity of the interstate by sinking it below grade where it is not compromised over time by
vibration and weather.

2642 Lucy Y.

2643 Lucy Zhang

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/30/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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In doing so, it would remove the physical, social, economic and racial barrier that has been the tragic legacy of
I-35 since its construction. It would recognize that the core of a city is no place for a 20-lane highway. It
would prove that Texas is a national leader of big, bold, imaginative, thinking which puts its people first. Texas
can do better with this once-in-a-generation opportunity and its residents deserve more.
Thanks! I hate it

Please consider other alternatives to just expanding 35!!! Please consider Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, cap
and stitch design, and other community alternatives. Y'all owe it to the people of Austin. Widening 35 will
only increase fatal crashes and encourage driving, doing nothing to ease congestion. We need to be joining
people and places back together while meeting a broad variety of community needs. Please don't just do

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #33.
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what's easy but actually conduct full engineering, mobility, quality of life, ENVIRONMENTAL reviews. Please
FOR OUR CHILDREN AND THEIR CHILDREN.

2644 Luis Benavides

9/20/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2645 Luis Camarena

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2646 Luis Iturbe

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

“As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1427.

The highway footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary
Cemetery.

A narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma
from needless destruction.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options.

The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a
generational opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.”
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2647 Luke Annala-Kinne

2648 Luke Fernandez
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Bury I-35 and put a cap on it. Follow Reconnect Austin suggestions.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #33.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2649 Luke Gopnik

8/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

Please see message below. I am a concerned citizen and I strongly encourage the TxDOT to consider
alternatives. Brute highway expansion will not be good for our city!
I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.

2650 Luke Martinez

9/24/2021 Email

2651 Luke Munson

9/24/2021 Email

I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
This is a bad idea and does not reenvison what transportation needs to look like for a survivable future given
the impacts of climate change. You only need to look at houston to see that more lanes doesn’t equal less
traffic. We should instead be investing heavily in public transportation, connecting more areas of austin metro
to give everyone more car-free commute options. As a former Massachusetts native, I remember what life
was like before and after the Big Dig. And while yes it was wonderful to have the elevated highway removed
(after years and years of the Dig, graft, deaths from the tunnel, etc) to get more green space, Boston also has
a robust public transit system before and after the Dig. Austin does not. Let’s be the leader Texas and Texan
children need us to be and not demolish land and housing for more highway lanes.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

2653 Lydia Nelson

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2654 Lynda Shanblum,

9/9/2021

Email

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Travis, Williamson and Hays Counties is one of the most trafficked
and bottlenecked in the nation. However, the plan TxDOT is suggesting to supposedly relieve that congestion
is not feasible.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete opposition to the I-35 Capital Express Central design
as proposed by TxDOT. It will be disruptive and solve nothing; conversely, it will only exacerbate the traffic
situation.
I worked with the Trans-Texas Corridor project (in a public relations role) over 15 years ago, and back then the
expansion of I-35 through downtown Austin was not possible without serious disruption to businesses and
neighborhoods. The current plan is even more disruptive now and will not, cannot, achieve the goal of a
roadway to meet the growth of the region.
TxDOT can find/create a better plan. Now is the time to do so.
2655 Lynda White

9/16/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2656 Lynn Knef

2657 Lyssa Lashus

9/7/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/15/2021 Email

I would like to be on record for voting for Alternative #2 without the sound barrier Walls I see drawn on the
schematic.
Action item- the paved alley way must be kept open for owner access and owner parking areas as I have no
access to enter
From Airport Blvd. Must need large buffer area/landscape to shared pathways for privacy.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #2.
See response to comment #247.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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As a resident of the Cherrywood neighborhood, I am writing to voice my strong opposition to TxDot's plan to
expand I-35 in central Austin because it will do irreparable harm to the health and safety of residents in my
and other central Austin neighborhoods.

See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #1996.

We know what the original construction of I-35 did to exacerbate racial and economic divisions and
hierarchies between Austin's communities. Do not repeat this mistake and further isolate the east side of our
city from the west. Highway widening is not the answer.
There is a growing local, regional, and national chorus of opposition to TxDot's plan to widen I-35. Here are
but a small sample:
1. KUT: https://www.kut.org/2021-08-19/txdots-proposals-for-i-35-would-raze-dozens-of-properties-incentral-austin
2. The Austin Chronicle: https://www.austinchronicle.com/news/2021-08-20/austin-at-large-aint-no-highwaywide-enough/
3. The Nation: https://www.thenation.com/article/environment/texas-transportation-highways-racism/
Please be on the right side of history on this very important racial, economic, and social justice issue.

2659 M Maxwell

9/10/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I-35 is a scar. Like many scars, it is a reminder of a tragedy - the shameful history of segregating Austin. Don't
make it worse.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2661 Mac McKask

9/23/2021 Public
Library

2662 Maciej Kaminski

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I-35 is a monstrosity that does not belong in the middle of a major city. By the time any of these plans are
built the technology of transit will make it an antique.
Transportation is changing rapidly. I saw no input on these of what new forms will be considered.

See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2664 Macy Cotton

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2665 Macy Hurwitz

9/1/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am against the expansion of IH 35.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Comment
Form
2666 Maddison O’Kelley

9/22/2021 Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2667 Maddy Dessanti

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2668 Madelaine Kleid

Entry
Source
Date
9/10/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. This directly affects my home on Hollywood and Concordia, two blocks
from I-35.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2669 Madeleine Aggeler

9/23/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2670 Madeleine Hirsch

2671 Madeleine May

Entry
Source
Date
9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Please do not increase the capacity of I-35 with additional lanes. Induced demand will run its course if so.
Please have faith and rely on other methods and projects such as Project Connect, TDM, ITS/TIM, improving
pedestrian/bicycle facilities, etc. It's not the crowd pleasing route (especially in Texas), but it will create a
*better quality of life* for current and future Austinites.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2672 Madeline Acri

2673 Madeline Horrell

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I support re-routing traffic to 183 and 71 instead of widening I35.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

Per the Austin Chronicle:
"Every time a freeway has been removed from an urban setting, the results have been impressive; New York's
West Side Elevated Highway and San Francisco's Embarcadero Freeway are leading examples. Successes like
these, along with heightened concerns about climate change and racial equity, have fueled a national
movement in support of converting highways to boulevards. I-35 in Austin is now one of 15 highways featured
in the 2021 "Freeways without Futures" report published by the Congress for the New Urbanism."
I am a resident of Cherrywood and would be directly impacted by this project. Please do not expand 35.
Highway expansion has historically meant desctuction of working-class neighborhoods, particularly of people
of color, and would mean the same now in Austin. Instead of expanding the highway I would love to see you
invest in public transit and bike lanes as a greener, more community-oriented alternative. Thank you.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #1996.
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2674 Madeline Martel

2675 Madeline Meehan

2676 Madison Lozano

Entry
Source
Date
9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Email

Comment
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I am strongly against the expansion of I-35. This would be a huge waste of the public's money, would be an
eyesore to the main corridor of our city, would make little difference on traffic conditions for Austinites, and
would impact many businesses.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

Invest in public transit. Invest in more bike lanes. Do not put our money toward this.
Please do not widen i-35. That money would could actually work to improve the quality of travel through
Austin if it was put towards burying or rerouting the highway so that it doesn't endanger pedestrians and
cyclists and isn't as affected by city events or if it was put towards mass transit. i-35 physically divides the city
and widening it will not improve car traffic delays for any lasting amount of time but will immediately
decrease the quality of life and general safety of Austin residents.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.

I write to strongly oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part
of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
We know that a wider interstate does not lessen traffic, and I believe this plan will make the city of Austin less
safe. TxDOT is not listening to the people of Austin and what we want to see in our city. Changes to I-35
impact everyone, and the current plan is unacceptable.

2677 Madison Lozano

2678 Madison Perry

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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I urge you to do everything you can to convince TxDOT to change their plan.
I am an Austin resident and I want to emphatically state that we do NOT want a widened I-35 running through
our city. Wider roads do not equal less traffic, as we have seen in Katy. In fact, it will make us less safe with
worse traffic.I urge you to listen to the people of the city who live here, and respectfully modify this plan.
Changes I-35 impact everyone who lives here, and this plan is unacceptable. We do not support the TXDOT
plan.
More highway is not what Austin, or any city, needs in this age of climate crisis. More cars on the road equals
more emissions and more crisis related natural hazards. Especially considering this plan would take property
from at least 140 business who may not see a penny for that which is theirs. One extra lane will not help with
congestion- has adding lanes worked to help reduce congestion in any of the other big cities of Texas like
Houston or Dallas? When driving on those roads, it really doesn't look or drive like it. There is not even a
consensus from the Austin City Council in favor of the project, and they would know more about the
transportation needs of the city than a statewide department. Instead of focusing on bogus expansion
projects, TXDOT should really focus on reparation efforts to those whose lives have been dramatically
effected by the destruction of their communities by the strategic placement of 1-35 for segregation purposes.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.
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2679 Mady Braat

Entry
Source
Date
9/23/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2680 Maggie Buford

2681 Maggie McCarthy

8/31/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The I-35 Capital Express Central project should not move forward at this point. These options further separate
this city and are not sustainable. A carbon-free future focused on people and land must be considered.

Hi,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.

I am completely against this out of control highway project. The businesses and the neighborhoods (only on
the east side?!?!) will be destroyed. Businesses will be wiped out and there will no longer be any quality of life
for the remaining residents whose homes are not going to be knocked down. The air quality and noise
pollution will be unsafe and this will no longer be a neighborhood we will raise our son in. We’re fortunate to
have one of those neighborhoods where people actually help and care for neighbors and this project comes at
the cost of too many. This is wrong.

1072

No.

Commenter Name

2682 Maggie McConnell

Entry
Source
Date
9/15/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2683 Maggie Stern

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2684 Maggie Stern

2685 Maitland Hemby
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9/21/2021 Email

Comment

Response

I am opposed to plans to expand I35 and bulldoze businesses and residences to do so. We should be focusing
on ways to make this city more climate conscious and affordable to its residents, not trap ourselves in an
endless cycle of expanding highways. I35 expansion means knocking down more residences and businesses,
and contributing to a deadly culture of cars and pollution. TxDOT must consider other plans put forward by
community members that protect the people and places threatened by this expansion, and climate must be a
priority in any plan adopted. Please reconsider alternatives and do not move forward with this unwanted and
unhelpful plan.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2686 Makayla Ponce

9/11/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2687 Makayla Ponce

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2688 Makenna Jonker

9/1/2021

2689 Malenie Areche

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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As a longtime (over 10 years) resident of Austin and graduate from the UT Austin School of Architecture, I
believe that expanding the number of lanes across I-35 is not the way TxDOT should proceed. I think the
pedestrian and public transportation additions in the main proposals are fantastic, and definitely necessary to
help dissolve the divide between East and West Austin. But adding HOV lanes, as much as we hope that
people would use them honestly and that it would improve traffic flow, will instead add to the congestion
from lane-crossing and the number of cars on the road. While I understand the population will only continue
to grow and that the plan needs to reflect the greater number of citizens, I believe that supporting Austin in
it's continual expansion of public transportation (like CapMetro and the MetroRapid line) is a good
alternative. Additionally, while I know the construction cost (and time investment) of lane tunnels is greater
than overhead lanes, I did see those alternatives in the proposal, and if they were mainly for HOV lanes, I
believe (as you all have shown!) that that would do a great job directing the larger vehicles that need to pass
through the city in a way that is convenient for everyone. Overall, I don't think lane expansions in the current
plan is the best answer, but I know you all have a great team that can synthesize a solution that help the
residents of the city, especially communities of east Austin who are greatly impacted by I-35's developments.
Thank you for all of the work you all have done on this plan!
I am against expanding the highway. It would raze countless homes and businesses, many of which I support.
There are many alternative proposals made by non profits and entrepreneurs.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #15.

As a resident of Cherrywood, I’m disappointed to hear that there are plans to further expand I-35. We should
re-imagine and plan for a different future in terms of our transportation & mobility. We deserve a system that
honors the community’s wish to repair I-35’s racist history

See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #1996.

See response to comment #6.
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2690 Mallory Hart

2691 Mandi LeBlanc

2692 Maninder Kahlon
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9/17/2021 Email

9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Email
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[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Comments and Letters from
Elected Officials."]
Rep. Celia Israel, along with six House and Senate members of the Central Texas delegation, respectfully
submit the attached letter as feedback for the I-35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment # 1432.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #160.

Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions.
I oppose widening 35 downtown. This is absurd!

See response to comment #6.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #8.

I appreciate the thought behind the proposed plans for the I-35 expansion and also understand the
complexity of balancing various stakeholder needs and desires. I have lived here for 8 years, and I hope many
more to come, drawn by the Texas vision of "go big or go home".
However, I believe the current plans take Austin a step back, rather than what it could be: the shining
example for the world about how Texas can lead by envisioning an exciting future. It would be wonderful if
the nation and world saw this project as defining the future of cities - tunneling, supporting a range of
transportation modalities, and ensuring we don't exacerbate, instead heal, divides between the east side and
the west side are all important to - reconsider.
As painful as it is to go back to the drawing board, I do hope we will seize the moment and craft a plan that
syncs with our future. I know you have already, but my request is that we spend a little bit more effort to
reconsider given the investment and the long term impacts.

2693 Mansoor Kapasi

9/10/2021 Email

With deep appreciation for the challenging task at hand and your efforts in hearing all voices,
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2694 Manuel Reyes

9/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Thank you for reading my comment.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

I have been an Austin resident for more than 11 years. I am writing today to strongly oppose the I-35 Cap Ex
Program design as it pertains to the area near 32nd street. The highway footprint should be narrowed so it
does not cost the lives of businesses in that corridor on the frontage road.

One of these business is our valued school, Escuelita del Alma. Escuelita is more than a school but an
extension of our family. The staff has partnered with us to raise our three children. Our youngest child is an
infant that still attends as our other two are now in elementary. They were all there as babies. Escuelita was
displaced 12 years ago in similar fashion moving from downtown to its current location. A relocation of our
current facility will certainly cause permanent closure (due to real estate affordability). I'm positive that a
better design can be explored that doesn't lead to this closure and loss of a community staple for more than
200 families.

Our family cannot support the project as it is currently designed. Please consider another alternative as it
pertains to Escuelita del Alma.
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2695 Marc Jeannin
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2696 Marc Jeannin
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Meeting
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2697 Marc Segal
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am opposed to the proposed expansion on I-35. In my experience more traffic lanes does not de-congest
traffic but allow more lanes for more traffic to happen. The added "express lane" for mo-pac (loop 1) was a
shining example of this. The added toll lane did not relieve traffic but benefit those privileged who are willing
to pay for having a less perturbing traffic experience. If the I-35 expansion incorporates toll lanes this only
supports the disparity of economic privilege for drivers on the highway. I-35 historically has been a dividing
line for cultural and economic disparity within Austin. The expansion would only be an addition to that:
displacing families and businesses that have to move because of this expansion. In the greater and more
important scale the ecological impact of this project is outstanding. Encouraging more individual car use
creates more pollution. The building of the highway will have a significant carbon footprint as well. Austin
rests upon a highly sensitive aquifer recharge zone that the expansion of this highway will greatly increase
pollution from the building of the expansion project, and by encouraging the increased use of the roadway. It
is true that Austin is going through rapid growing pains. Decades ago city council and residence did not predict
the rapid population growth that we are now and have been experiencing, focusing on preserving the green
spaces around this town (also being a unique and wonderful part of living in Austin). Encouraging commuters
away from using their cars is a viable solution. More public transportation, more bike lanes, friendlier
pedestrian paths etc help there be less cars and more movement. As a born and raised Austinite I-35 is a last
resort when commuting because it is notoriously slow, always under construction, and congested one way or
another. This expansion project will not relieve any of these problems. I firmly oppose the I-35 expansion
project proposal.
I am opposed to the design alternatives. I believe induced demand will occur and will increase emissions. My
preference is for the no build alternative or to consider additional "capping" measures to increase green
space and return I-35 visually to east avenue.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #273.
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Email

We have to think about the safety of pedestrians as they use the covered cross streets. Will there be
cameras, call boxes (what's a modern version of a call box)? How will you discourage throwing items below at
cars?

See response to comment #247.

Stairs are great? Are there many options for elderly people, those who have mobility disability?
Will there be added green spaces on rooftops, side of buildings to cool down the added hot pavement.
2699 Marcus Flake

8/16/2021 Email

2700 Marcus Kellis

9/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/12/2021 Email

2701 Marcy Bell

2702 Marcy Farrell

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commission:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is a central thoroughfare in the State, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Hi, I'd like to register my objection to any project that will widen the I-35 corridor through central Austin, i.e.
between 183 and Ben White Blvd (290/71). More vehicular traffic via more lanes is exactly the wrong
approach to some of the most valuable land in town. Good principles of transit should ensure through traffic
goes around town. Thank you.

See response to comment #7.

Bad plan. Bad bad plan.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

See response to comment #6.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
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2703 Margaret Bienemann

2704 Margaret Carrico
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9/21/2021 Virtual
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I gave up using I35 years ago due to the speed that drivers are allowed to use for the stretch from Highway
183 to Riverside. I do not see any valid reason for widening I35 just so more drivers will use it and cause more
accidents. Tunneling the existing I35 seems like an interesting idea, but personally why can't traffic be
diverted around the city like I have seen in other places? I really don't think that removing viable businesses to
make room for yet more traffic is good for the local economy. Not to mention the encroachment into existing
neighborhoods. Please come up with more alternatives than widening. Thank you.
From the beginning, IH 35 intentionally divided the city racially and economically. New plans for current IH 35
expansion amplify the division and threaten the health of the city--especially the neighborhoods north of MLK
Blvd and those near Airport Blvd. Citizens of these neighborhoods made and continue to make Austin the
interesting, creative, productive city that it is now. These neighborhoods provide schools, universities,
businesses, groceries, hospitals, banks, restaurants, parks and pools. They have a defining character and
'vibe.' They are recognized by their names: Cherrywood, Wilshire Wood, Eastwoods, Hemphill Park, Hancock
Park and Hyde Park.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.

Lady Bird Johnson pioneered projects planting roadways with native flora so the traveler would discern the
difference between regions and celebrate the beauty of each state. The same is true of neighborhoods. If
neighborhoods keep getting demolished by highways and upzoning, Austin will become a bland blur. The city
of Austin makes a big deal of the Mueller development project as a model--why? Because the city of Austin
invested in it. The neighborhoods that border IH 35 have been cared for since the turn of the century and
deserve the same protection and care as Mueller.

2705 Margaret Henkles

9/21/2021 Email

Expanding IH 35 perpetuates the inequitable practices of the past and locks in air, water, and climate
pollution that are a drag on our health and the economy. Austin just voted for huge transit improvements.
Instead of expansion, it would be better to close down IH 35, reconnect neighborhoods and route interstate
traffic around the city. If Txdot won't do that, at least leave it alone. Do not expand IH 35. Austin should
follow successful methods practiced by other cities such as a congestion tax for drivers entering the city
center and reducing parking downtown. Expanding IH 35 may benefit surrounding cities but in no way will
benefit Austin's taxpayers.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. We must find another solution. Keeping downtown Austin accessible and
vibrant should not be sacrificed to IH-35.
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2706 Margaret Hill

Entry
Source
Date
9/11/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2707 Margaret Hunt

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2709 Margaret Tipps

9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensu
As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

We love, love our Escuelita del Alma family. This is not just a daycare, but a family and the staff and teachers
truly love our children. We cannot afford to lose this institution in Austin!
Furthermore, we cannot afford to lose beloved neighborhoods and businesses in our town for highways. I
don't want us to become a Plano, TX where we are just a giant highway and big box businesses along the
highway (because those are the only businesses that can survive). We are unique, we are awesome and we
need to preserve that in lieu of being an I35 corridor for others who do not even live in our town.

We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.”
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We must urge our government officials to continue to fight on our behalf so that TXDot can come up with
another solution that doesn’t impact the core of our city; our residents in the Cherrywood neighborhood,
immediately east of IH-35; and the businesses that are necessary to our city’s economy.

Thank you for your consideration.

2710 Margaret Whitney

9/14/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

This is another example of the state trying to cram something that Austinites don’t want down our throats.
It’s punitive politics.
Better proposals were presented during the “input” phase, but TxDOT has ignored them and the voices of
those of us who live near the freeway.
-The noise from I35 is already deafening. This proposal will make it worse.
-Cramming more cars into narrower lanes will make this freeway even MORE unsafe to travel.
-This creates an even BIGGER BARRIER to connecting E and W Austin. There are very few places to safely walk
or bike across I35 to get from E to W Austin. TxDOT will make the problem worse.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

2712 Mari Russ

2713 Mari Russ

2714 Mari Russ

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Please do whatever you can to create a BETTER transportation corridor, not one that dumps more concrete
and more noise into our lives.
We are invested in keeping Austin whole not further dividing it with 21 lanes of highway. This is a monstrosity
and just makes the growth problem worse. Ever consider bigger isn't better? Or if it is bigger, why does it
have to be wider? This is a travesty to our community.

See response to comment #6.

We are invested in keeping Austin whole not further dividing it with 21 lanes of highway. This is a monstrosity
and just makes the growth problem worse. Ever consider bigger isn't better? Or if it is bigger, why does it
have to be wider? This is a travesty to our community. By the time this is constructed, it will already be
obsolete. Expand your thinking beyond cars.

See response to comment #6.

We are invested in keeping Austin whole not further dividing it with 21 lanes of highway. This is a monstrosity
and just makes the growth problem worse. Ever consider bigger isn't better? Or if it is bigger, why does it
have to be wider? This is a travesty to our community. By the time this is constructed, it will already be
obsolete. Expand your thinking beyond cars.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

The current two plans being considered by TXDOT completely disrupt and further divide our city. This is not
the vision of the future. This is antiquated thinking from TXDOT. It will be obsolete by the time they even
begin construction! We need better density and more connected transportation. Car centric focus is NOT the
answer. Please help us push back against TXDOT.
I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

2716 Mari Russ

2717 Mari Russ

8/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
We are invested in keeping Austin whole not further dividing it with 21 lanes of highway. This is a monstrosity
and just makes the growth problem worse. Ever consider bigger isn't better? Or if it is bigger, why does it
have to be wider? This is a travesty to our community. By the time this is constructed, it will already be
obsolete. Expand your thinking beyond cars.
1. Route through-traffic around central Austin and we won't need 22 lanes of I-35 in downtown. Loop 360,
Mopac, US183, Texas 130: Make these roads easily accessible from I-35 both northbound and southbound.
Make Loop 360 a proper freeway. Use money from the I-35 project to accomplish this.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.

2. Get rid of tolls for traffic going around Austin. Add a big toll for traffic going non-stop on I-35 between
US290 East and US71/US290 West.
3. Design I-35 in Austin to minimize traffic congestion in the city adjacent to I-35. Residents of central Austin,
commuters to downtown, state government offices, the University of Texas, Houston Tillotson College, etc
need more consideration than vehicles just passing through going somewhere else. The frontage roads, the
number and location of on/off ramps, the cross streets, the intersections of cross streets and frontage roads
should all be designed to ease traffic in the city and avoid backups on I-35. TXDOT's reliance on the drive time
between US290 East and US71/US290 West as the measure of a good design is wrong. Better measures
would be the drive time between the Shoal Creek Saloon and Sam's Barbecue or between the Governor's
Mansion and the Rosewood swimming pool.
4. TXDOT needs to present realistic computer simulations of what traffic is going to look like in Austin, on and
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adjacent to I-35 in the future. And do this for all alternative designs including those proposed by the public,
including no-build and "remove I-35".
5. TXDOT needs to pause, listen to the public, and use ideas and criteria suggested by the public to begin
anew with the design of the I-35 through central Austin.

2718 Mari Russ

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

1. Route through-traffic around central Austin and we won't need 22 lanes of I-35 in downtown. Loop 360,
Mopac, US183, Texas 130: Make these roads easily accessible from I-35 both northbound and southbound.
Make Loop 360 a proper freeway. Use money from the I-35 project to accomplish this.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.

2. Get rid of tolls for traffic going around Austin. Add a big toll for traffic going non-stop on I-35 between
US290 East and US71/US290 West.
3. Design I-35 in Austin to minimize traffic congestion in the city adjacent to I-35. Residents of central Austin,
commuters to downtown, state government offices, the University of Texas, Houston Tillotson College, etc
need more consideration than vehicles just passing through going somewhere else. The frontage roads, the
number and location of on/off ramps, the cross streets, the intersections of cross streets and frontage roads
should all be designed to ease traffic in the city and avoid backups on I-35. TXDOT's reliance on the drive time
between US290 East and US71/US290 West as the measure of a good design is wrong. Better measures
would be the drive time between the Shoal Creek Saloon and Sam's Barbecue or between the Governor's
Mansion and the Rosewood swimming pool.
4. TXDOT needs to present realistic computer simulations of what traffic is going to look like in Austin, on and
adjacent to I-35 in the future. And do this for all alternative designs including those proposed by the public,
including no-build and "remove I-35".

2719 Mari Russ

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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5. TXDOT needs to pause, listen to the public, and use ideas and criteria suggested by the public to begin
anew with the design of the I-35 through central Austin.
no higher no wider!

See response to comment #6.
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The two proposals on the table do not serve the community it is further dividing. TXDOT needs to listen to
community leaders and value the options set forth. No higher no wider.

See response to comment #6.

Should not further divide the community. Need to tie our city back together -- sink it; make East Ave a
Boulevard. No high no wider.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #1427.

no higher no wider

See response to comment #6.

use a designation switch to divert traffic out of austin central, toll central corridor

See response to comment #19.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2725 Mari Russ
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Public
Meeting

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
No higher no wider. Move highways outside of the middle of town. I35 should be east avenue.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
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This project further separates Austin as a community and from our goals. This highway project has better
alternatives than the 2 you are considering and they need to be more fairly reviewed. TXDOT admits this
WILL NOT relieve congestion. Why would spend million of dollars for something that makes commutes
worse? No higher no wider.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.

We cannot afford this atrocity. Austin does not need a Katy freeway IN THE MIDDLE OF OUR CITY! This
further divides our city and makes our future bleak with the worsening climate crisis. TXDOR needs to
consider alternative modes of TRANSPORTION that is not reliable only on CARS. No higher no wider!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.
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I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values. There are other alternatives we can look at including boulevards and stitches. I-35
expansion is only a bandaid on the problem given that over 80% of commutes are less than 7 miles. We must
look at alternatives.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I DO NOT WANT ESCUELITA DEL ALMA TO BE DESTROYED!
I don't want a community to be destroyed and to have more pollution in Austin!
Thank you!
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2730 Maria Alonso
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
It is unfortunate that TxDOT can not think creatively and continues to fall back on imminent domain to
displace already struggling businesses. Rather than work with City or County bond structures to create a
thoroughfare that can be beneficial to all parties. Expanding i-35 to more lanes will only create more issues for
the City of Austin resident that already have to experience terrible traffic. I urge TxDOT to rethink the
proposals to remove any additional lanes and to work within the I-35 footprint. Either by digging or working
with the cap and stitch project. Thanks!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #160.
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2731 Maria Berrios
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Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2732 Maria Christina Flores

9/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am a retired TxDOT/TxDMV employee. I have commuted to work on highways I35 and Mopac for the last
thirty years. I suggest TxDOT consider Austin’s rethink 35 option to replace the 35 freeway with a multimodal
mixed use boulevard, and routing the freight traffic around the city using among other roads, highway 130.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.

The already tried traffic congestion treatment of widening the road and adding regular and high speed lanes
does not work. I currently drive to Houston for cancer treatment on highway I10. All those new regular and
toll lanes in Katy just mean more cars, a bigger traffic jam, and more stress driving into all those lanes.

Please think of Austin’s outside the box proposals as a way to try something different, something that puts
drivers, residents and local businesses on the same level of importance as transporting goods. I trust TxDOT
engineers. I know they are are creative and capable. If Austin’s “undoing” proposal is done, other cities in
Texas and in other states will follow suit and learn from TxDOT.

Thank you for listening.
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2733 Maria Darr
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2734 Maria Geary

2735 Maria Gilbert
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I oppose TxDOT’s plan to expand I-35 significantly. TxDOT should allow the city of Austin to find additional
funding to bury I-35, thus creating significant extra land for parks, development etc. Expanding I-35 to allow
for more traffic is not the answer and will only reduce the quality of life for people around I-35.

Please stop expanding I-35. It has been expanded again and again for years. When will it ever be enough?
When there are 50 lanes stretching from the state capitol to Hutson-Tillotson campus? Adding a toll to 35 will
force people to find other ways to get around, either by bus, other roads, carpooling, or bicycling. The tolls
can help fund schools or parks.

See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #19.
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2736 Maria Mabra
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Our fair city has the reputation of having some of the worst traffic in the country. Let's make her more
walkable. Let's re-route the main highways away from the center of town and create a boulevard that speaks
to the future, not the past. There won't be enough batteries in the near future to transition to all electric
vehicles and the current level of emissions from gas powered vehicles, if continued or increased, will likely
spell doom for future generations & maybe those of us here now. Superhighways slashing through our
communities are a relic of the past in my humble opinion.
I support the no-build alternative. The highway was constructed to separate black neighborhoods from
downtown and is a legacy of racism. Also, having a highway through downtown is not cost effective to build
nor does it provide good capacity. Move the highway to a route that bypasses the city center like 183 and
return 35 to business route to reconnect city dwellers. The expense of building this highway is not worth the
minimal improvement to traffic.

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #685.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2740 MariaCristina Caputo

9/15/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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As a long-time resident of Austin, I want to to express my strong opposition to TXDOT’s proposed current
plan for widening of I-35, and especially the devastating flyover proposal north of 38th Street. As proposed,
the widening plan will devastate existing local businesses and homes, further divide East Austin from the rest
of the city, and ultimately do nothing to solve Austin’s traffic problem, because widening freeways just
attracts more traffic in a never-ending cycle, as we’ve seen in Houston’s I-10 West, the perfect of example of
what not to do. Much better proposals were on the table, so I ask that a robust public engagement program
continues after September 24th to implement a plan that has the support of Austin’s community and civic
leadership.
Please please please do not build more lanes. Look at California. More lanes did not mitigate traffic it just
spread it out. Stop tearing our city up for things that will not work. An alternative public transportation option
was present and cost the same if not less. Please listen to us. Don’t do this.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.

Hi, this is Mariana Kruger. I'm a resident of southeast Austin, originally from the New Braunfels area, a long
native to this area and familiar with I-35. And as a 33-year-old, my entire life, I-35, has been under
construction constantly widening and broadening, and it hasn't helped with traffic, or creating more beautiful,
or just, or environmental cities. It's only hurt. So I am advocating not to expand I-35, but rather to create a
system of protected bike lanes, broader sidewalks, beautiful boulevards that celebrate our city and connect us
to each other and to the environment rather than further dividing our city racially and polluting our city with
noise and with carbon emissions. So, I'd like for us to get creative and use the time and power that we have in
this moment in history to create a better future for Austinites. And I'm asking you to not vote to expand I-35,
but rather to adopt more creative, environmental and racially just approaches. Thank you.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

2746 Marianne Newsom

9/23/2021 Email

I have a kid in the daycare along the access road, a good day car, that is AFFORDABLE and that would be in
jeopardy if this project is approved. I love this neighborhood. Please think of another way to fix I35, theses not
it.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.

As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The
highway footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery.
A narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma
from needless destruction.
Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their
quality childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options,
including moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a
generational opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.
We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
2747 Marianne Reat
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I live in Windsor Park, a neighborhood that abuts I-35 on the east side between 51st Street and Hwy 290 E. I
am opposed to the proposed plan that calls for destroying over 140 businesses and homes to widen I-35. This
is bad for our local community and does not take into account local community needs. (Apparently ignoring
local residents’ needs is not unusual for TxDOT; the recent rebuild of the exit ramp from I-35 north to Hwy
183 North does not have a way for residents of Windsor Park or Mueller to get onto 183 from I-35 now.) And
TxDOT is going back on its commitment that I-35 would be made no wider and no higher. I urge you to
reconsider your plans. I call for a full study of community design alternatives for I-35. Please develop plans
for I-35 that comply with city and community plans, goals, and values. Thank you.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Honorable Members of the Texas Transportation Commission,

See response to comment #831

As a leader at St. Edward's University, I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital
Express Central design process. I echo the comments submitted by university President, Montserrat Fuentes,
PhD:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
St. Edward’s University’s 160 acre campus sits just west of I-35 in South Austin. Many of our 3,500 students
and 800 staff and faculty rely on I-35 daily, as they travel between campus, home and other workplaces. This
roadway is critical infrastructure and directly impacts the operations and transportation connectivity to our
campus.
I-35 is seriously outdated and needs transformation through Austin to accommodate the rapid and immense
growth locally and across the state.
Accordingly, I am writing today on behalf of St. Edward’s University, to express my support for TxDOT to carry
forward Alternatives 2 and 3 of the I-35 Capital Express Central design for detailed analysis in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement ahead of the Fall 2022 Public Hearing.
As plans move forward, I request TxDOT carefully consider alternatives to demolitions and other negative
impacts on businesses and homes east of I-35. In our city, I-35 is a racial and social dividing line and has
caused harm to generations of minority and marginalized communities in East Austin. The Capital Express
Central project is an opportunity to engage neighborhoods and address inequities.
University leaders are prepared to discuss this project and its impacts on St. Edward’s property, operations,
and educational mission.
2749 Mariano Villarreal
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I am an Urban Studies major here at UT, and I am 19 Years old. In my one year of Urban Design and studies
classes here at UT, I have learned enough to know that this is a terrible idea. More lanes do not solve this
issue and only encourage more sprawl, It is difficult for me to understand how those in power do not
understand this. Further, the segregation between East Austin and downtown is legit, this would only make a
bigger problem of what is already one of the major issues in our city right now in gentrification. Lastly, I, as I’m
sure most associated with Urbanism in this city, are very excited for what we consider to be a legitimate
solution to our transportation issue in the new Metro bond that was just approved not long ago for over $7
Billion! This plan to expand 35 contradicts everything that the metro plan is attempting to change and
establish.The level of growth and development being undertaken in Austin right now is incredible and
unprecedented, making this change would seriously put at risk the future of a city with the true potential to
be the face of this great state and a major distributor of culture and tourism for this great country. You. Will.
Regret. It. Please reconsider! I understand that the highway traffic is an issue, but allow the transportation
bond to do its thing, we are Austin, we don’t need more cars!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial
injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with
City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2751 Mariella Krause
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am against TxDOT’s current plans for expanding 1-35 in Austin, and I do not support TxDOT's Alternatives 2
and 3.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.

TxDOT should turn the current I-35 in the center of Austin into a business route, redesigning the existing
highways that already loop around the city center — like SH 130, US 183, and SH 71 — as I-35.

2752 Marilyn Fenn

9/24/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
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Form

Please consider this, as well as other alternatives that don't widen I-35 through the city center.
I am opposed to the expansion of I35 through central Austin. IMHO, the best option would be to reroute I35
through traffic around the city and allow the east and west sides of what used to be East Ave. to come back
together and heal the divide. Other cities have done this successfully.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1427.

The next best option would be to put light rail where I35 is and make it about moving people instead of SO
many vehicles. I35 has been a traffic nightmare at least since the '80s; I have lived here since the early '70s.

The third option is just to leave it alone. Not a good option, but definitely preferable to 21 lanes of traffic!
We are NOT Houston, nor do we want to be.
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Thank you for your consideration.

2753 Mario Champion
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I oppose the I-35 Capital Express Project because
* it has demonstrably negative outcomes

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment 30.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.

* no quantifiable metrics for proving any positive outcomes
* no meaningful good faith effort to incorporate the comments of local elected official or informed citizen’s
groups
* no accountability for those in charge of this project.

To put in more plainly, after billions of dollars and years of construction headache and delays, there are no
measures or metrics in place by TxDOT or overseeing agencies to judge the endeavor a success or failure.

This is a project with no people to hold accountable, no officeholders to eject in an election, and no leadership
to replace via democratic means. And, truly, TxDOTs Community Concepts Study results are the definition of
“fauxllaboration” with no meaningfully material response to objection from local elected officials and
informed citizen groups. The outcomes of the project (“safety, congestion relief, enhanced mobility, etc”)
are presented and defended by TxDOT withOUT objectively believable data, and in fact without key TxDOT or
stakeholder belief, as evidenced by the comments of TxDOT District Engineer Tucker Ferguson “We’re not
pretending to say the expansion we’re proposing is building our way out of congestion," as reported by Austin
Sanders of the Austin Chronicle

Some specific negative outcomes of the I-35 Capital Express project which I oppose include
* demolishing small businesses and homes, despite the current economic and housing crisis
* widening I-35 to as many as 20 lanes, exacerbating racial and economic divides while reducing safety for
pedestrians, bikers, wheelchair users and others not in cars
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* adding multiple square miles of concrete through the center of Austin, despite the current climate
catastrophe in which we are already engaged and which we all must play a part in addressing
* spending billions of taxpayer dollars, despite any reasonably data-backed assurance of a positive outcomes
for safety, the climate, congestion

2754 Mario Rodriguez

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #15.

I am a resident of Austin since 1988 and a current neighbor to I-35 in Central Austin. I am writing today in
opposition of the current TxDOT plan for the I-35 expansion and asking you to pause the timeline until there
are more conceptual design illustrations, cost opinions and schedules for thoughtful solutions.
I support a tunneled "turnpike" under the current I-35 for the increased capacity of eight lanes. This could be
from north of 183 to south of Ben White. This option removes the need for right-of-way acquisition, further
reducing overall project costs and extended legal battles. This option, with the exception of the entrance and
exit areas, will leave the existing I-35 intact with very little disruption to the highway during construction and
provides better options for future capacity needs as more tunnels can be dug adjacent or under the expansion
ones. Tunneling also gives the opportunity of multiple launch points to achieve an accelerated completion.
Trucks should be pushed to SH 130 to relieve capacity.

2756 Marion Burch

9/22/2021 Email

Austin should be a national leader in sustainability, promoting this option to protect our air quality as well as
reduce noise and light pollution.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Hello,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

I've been a life long resident of Austin and have watched the city grow and change over time. I've been
supportive of transportation changes in order to accommodate this growth, and have lived for nearly a
decade in the UT area. However, I cannot support proposed updates to I35 which would increase the
footprint of I35 and displace homes and businesses, many of which are located in minority owned
communities. The city of Austin has a sad history of displacing people and businesses along the 35 corridor,
and now is the time to stop this and create new solutions.
I also happen to be a parent of 2 children attending Esquelita del Alma, a spanish immersion school along the
35 access road. It has been slated for destruction, along with many other homes and businesses. Esquelita has
literally no where else to go, given the unique nature of day care facilities (needing multiple rooms,
playground access, play facilities, etc.) and the skyrocketing rental costs in Austin. There are virtually no other
central day care facilities in the area to accommodate working families.
I urge you to consider more creative options. We've already spent decades separating East and West Austin,
and a proposed expansion will do even more to disconnect these communities. It will also erode the trust the
Austin public, and particularly residents of the Cherrywood community, has placed in our public institutions.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

2758 Maritza Ruiz

9/10/2021 Email

Marisa Zappone
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Virtual
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Form

I35 should not be expanded in the city. There are many reasons why.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #15.

First, the highway is a wall that divides the city. There is no pleasant way for a walker or cycler to cross the
highway (except right by the lake where there’s a park underneath). This is unacceptable in a major city. It
disrupts the allowed mobility of residents and visitors. We need to be able to travel from one side of the city
to the other and a wall down the middle that is incredibly dangerous to cross is not acceptable.

Second, more lanes is not a sustainable way to solve traffic. Traffic is caused by the new developments build
on the out skirts of Austin. These people buy nice homes that are cheaper than in the central city. However
they need to drive everywhere— to the grocery store, bar, cafe, school, work. These developments are so far
out that any other form of transport is impossibly so they must drive. Expanding the highway gives the
impression that you can get places faster by car so more people choose to live further which worsens the
problem. There are so many low-density residential areas around Austin that it’s almost comical. It’s
everywhere. These areas need to be allowed to thicken up with denser housing and commercial businesses
where they are needed. This will allow people to live closer to downtown and allow them to walk and bike
more. This lessens traffic and makes the city better— not extra lanes on an already massive highway.

What needs to happen is I-35 needs to be rerouted around Austin and that current corridor needs to be
turned into a lean, high speed arterial road. This way traffic crossing from North Texas to South Texas need
not contribute to and wait in Austin traffic.

If the highway change must happen then it needs to go underground with nice parks and developments
above. At the very very very least, the frontage roads need to be removed because those are extra lanes of
pavement that don’t belong there as they are what makes crossing the highway a death-trap.

Please think about the 1 million people who live in this city before worsening the disaster of I-35 that already
exists.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I35 gets backed up at rush hour. This will always happen no matter how many lanes are added. Adding lanes
allows developers to advertise that their new houses are “only a 25 minute drive from downtown”. People
like feeling close to downtown and houses far away cost less so the development gets built. They live so far
away that they must drive everywhere— to get a can of soup, a coffee, a drink. This adds to the traffic
problem around Austin because they must drive long distances for every single commute.
Instead, Austin needs to be reminded that we have enough infrastructure. We have enough roads and pipes
and street lights. Way too much in fact. That some day all must be maintained and replaced. We have many
many very low density neighborhoods that can be expanded upon. A single family house can be made into a
duplex. A duplex can be made into a 5 unit complex that fits into the neighborhood. A coffee shop could open
up, a bar, a grocery store. This allows people to live closer to downtown which enables them to walk or bike
which does not contribute to traffic.

2761 Marjorie Baumgarten

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2762 Mark

9/9/2021
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Let’s not add to the fire by throwing more logs at it because that’s the only thing adding more lanes will do.
Even if TxDoT makes the worst decision which is to expand I35, the least they can do, the very very very very
least, is to remove the frontage roads from the capital corridor. These make the highway wider and serve no
purpose except making the highway extremely dangerous to cross by foot or bike. Please do not build an even
bigger wall down the middle of our city. Please.
Neither of the two CapExCentral alternatives that TxDOT has presented are acceptable to me or my
neighbors, who primarily live and work in a couple-block vicinity of I-35. Neither plan seems as if it would
ameliorate Austin's traffic congestion or properly mitigate the sound and soot problems they would inevitably
add to. Better would be a reconsideration of TxDOT's rejected Plan No. 1 and cap intersections and dig
deeper. It would be what's best for the city, and if that approach is discarded as being too expensive, then it
would be best to leave I-35 alone rather than spend lots of the state's money, disrupt the city's central
transportation artery for years to come, and produce negligible improvements to Austin's social and
transportation woes.
TXDOT has failed the City of Austin by not listening to the community and what the community engagement
has proposed. Neither of the 20 lane options that TXDOT is proposing is a good or beneficial plan for Austin.
They need to formally look at and respond to (or adopt) the community proposal to CAP I-35 and reconnect
the downtown grid. Thank you.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #13.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2764 Mark Armstrong

9/13/2021 Virtual
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Comment
Form

2765 Mark Birkenstock

9/13/2021 Virtual
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Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The plans to increase lanes and widen I 35 through central Austin show a complete lack of disregard for
citizens and future generations. Induced demand is the most simple principal to understand. You don't need a
degree in urban planning to realize that an increase in lanes will undoubtedly lead to more vehicle congestion,
more noise, more pollution, a more divided city, a more frustrated travel experience for residents and visitors.
Please reconsider and revise your plans to make I-35 even more of a nightmare than it already is. Other cities
have learned this the hard way. More lanes equals more traffic and more problems. Let's have some forward
thinking and come up with a better solution for all stakeholders. I support burying sections of the interstate
and rerouting commercial freight around the city.
TxDOT should not take these actions which will worsen Austin traffic. Please follow the advice of urban
planners.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

From the Austin Chronicle:

"...TxDOT District Engineer Tucker Ferguson conceded [that managed lanes] would not do much to improve
travel times on what is currently the state's most congested highway.

Ferguson's frank admission came in response to a question from Mayor Pro Tem Natasha Harper-Madison:
"With our current growth projections, how long do you expect it to take for the new I-35 to become just as
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congested as the existing I-35?" It's become widely accepted among urban planners that highway expansion
creates additional travel demand that will absorb any new road capacity."

2766 Mark Bode

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2767 Mark Day

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2768 Mark Fern

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2770 Mark Interrante

2771 Mark Johnson
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Form
9/9/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I want 1-35 to not be widened. I want it buried or lowered so we can build a park over the top part similar to
the project in Dallas.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1107

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2772 Mark Klentzman

9/10/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2773 Mark Kopecky

9/23/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please find an alternative solution, it is worth the investment to bury 35, connecting the east and west sides,
rather than widening.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #1427.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2775 Mark McCartney

2776 Mark McConaughy

2777 Mark Metcalfe
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9/13/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Do NOT widen I-35 by even a single lane. Widening this highway is climate change denialism. We need more
active transportation alternatives such as light rail, dedicated bus lanes, bike lanes, and wider sidewalks. We
do not need massive interstate highways for commerce that go through the middle of our city.

I live in the suburbs at the NW edge of Austin. I do not commute on I-35, but I do drive it occasionally to go
downtown, or through town to points south of Austin. The 2 proposals still under consideration are both very
expensive, once in a generation type of investments. However, both of these seem to be lacking in 2 major
objectives; satisfying the concerns of Austinites wanting to have better connection between East and West
Austin, and accommodating the future traffic volume. I believe it is better to do NOTHING, rather than spend
big bucks to do a half-way job. TxDOT should wait until it can do the job right, even if it takes a lot more
money than what is available right now.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

2779 Mark Ols

2780 Mark Pelts

9/24/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
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Form
9/17/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Please don’t widen i35. The project will be outdated by the time it is completed. Enhance and promote other
ways of transportation through the city.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to commentt #273.
See response to comment #685.

I am an Austinite and I do not support the Capital Express Central Design as proposed by TxDOT.
It is one of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas, and simply adding more
lanes into one of the fastest-growing cities in the country will just incent more people to drive, and we'll end
up with the same congestion.
Instead of growing the physical barrier that was the bedrock of Austin's 1928 Negro District divide, destroying
homes and business along the way, we need a more comprehensive solution.

2782 Mark Ramseur

9/9/2021

Email

2783 Mark Ritter

9/24/2021 Email

2784 Mark Rivera

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I understand today is the last day for comments. My suggestion would be to have all lanes open for everyone
(no managed or HOV) lanes. You get more cars able to use the lane instead of those few who can afford it.
Better thru put. My last comment is if the project does not add more total lanes for folks to use, then the
whole project is a waste of taxpayer funds. Thank you for allowing me to comment.
I'd like to express my opposition to an addition of lanes to I-35 in central Austin. TXDOT should not be using
public funds to spend on infrastructure that worsens the climate crisis.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #30.

I support TXDOT's serious consideration of community alternatives to turn I-35 into a boulevard or to bury I35 and turn the space above the highway into developable land.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2786 Mark Rosholt

2787 Mark Sainsbury

9/24/2021 General
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Form

8/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I have been involved in this process multiple times over the last two decades as a community member with a
stake in the outcome, living only a block and a half from existing frontage road.

Creating a larger scar through the middle of the city is an undesirable solution. IH 35 in this location should
serve those who are using it to get to and from downtown and not to make it more convenient for those who
are simply trying to get across the Colorado River going north or south. Using SH130 as an IH 335 type of
alternative for through traffic makes better use of my tax dollars and does not add additional air and noise
pollution for my children to breath and hear. Heal the scar by moving lanes underground through this central
corridor. Thank you.
None of the current proposals will fix the problem (traffic just increases in response to more highways).
Instead here are two good solutions: (1) require through traffic to use the toll roads that enable one to bypass
Austin. (2) Improve public transport.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
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2788 Mark Sainsbury
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8/23/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
Here are two quite different things you can do to ease congestion: (1) require through traffic to use the
existing toll roads that could act as a bypass to Austin. (2) improve public transport. Everyone knows that
merely widening I-35 will not be a long term solution and has many negative impacts apart from the cost:
additional pollution, destruction of existing residences and businesses, failure to help the east-west
separation of our city by I-35.

2789 Mark Sainsbury

2790 Mark Sainsbury

9/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
The current planning is based on a false premise, namely that the way t deal with existing congestion is to
increase traffic flow. Instead, alternatives should be considered: better public transport, better cycle and
pedestrian routes, encouraging through traffic to use bypass.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.

Instead, attend to the following:
1. Require through traffic to detour Austin using the toll road
2. Improve local public transport (bus and rail)
3. Improve local footpaths and cycle paths
Much cheaper, better long term efficacy, more environmentally friendly.
2791 Mark Smolen

8/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Alternate 2 is preferred for minimizing the impact to my neighborhood (WWD1). Would also like to see more
pedestrian/bike East/West access, or details on what is being done to improve that access.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.
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2792 Mark Sze-To
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9/23/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2793 Mark Thompson

2794 Mark Tomlinson

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Email

2795 Mark Turpin

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As a small business owner, I am heartsick to see so many affected properties by the ROW expansion. The
tunnel option for the managed lanes is the best option and I would rather suffer and wait until the tunnel can
be made workable.

I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/pedestrian enhancements.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table
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2796 Mark Williams
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9/15/2021 Email
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

2797 Markham Sayers

9/9/2021

Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2798 Marlee Rich

2799 Marsha Berkmam
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Wider roads will not help. It will only make traffic more congested in one spot. So worse jams.

Expanding the I-35 corridor will create induced demand. While traffic jams may be alleviated in the shortterm, gridlock will eventually return. Long-term solutions are needed. We need to incentivize automobile
alternatives - investing in infrastructure that will make it easier and safer for folks to bike or walk or use mass
transit. The climate crisis is dire - we need to diminish carbon dioxide emissions ASAP.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #273.
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2800 Marsha Fatino
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2801 Marsha Phillips

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2802 Marsha Riti

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As a resident of Hyde Park who is supportive of other neighborhoods I question the push to expand I-35. I do
not want to have I-35 expanded. It is not taking the seriousness of bicycle and pedestrian connectivity needed
in our city. These plans are dangerous to anyone who is not in a car and directly hurt neighborhoods and
businesses along I-35.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Comment
Form
2803 Marshall Durrett

9/15/2021 Email

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

2804 Marshall Geyer

9/23/2021 Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table
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2805 Marta Evans
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2806 Marta McDougle

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I'm adding my name to the long list of rational people that love this city and live in this city. I write to oppose
the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express
Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values. Don't sacrifice this city. It's not worth it, and you'll never get the soul of this city back.
Never.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table
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I do not approve expansion of Interstate 35. I am an architect and urban planner and think widening highways
is never a good solution for sustainable growth. This will be damaging to our neighborhoods and communities
that are on the periphery of the highway and not resolve any substantial traffic issues.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2809 Martha Maverick

2810 Martha Morales
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
It needs to be able to withstands global warming. It needs to be beautiful.Almost the entire population needs
to see it as essential.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #30

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2812 Martha Quinn

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
The first rule of urban planning is that you do not widen roads to accommodate traffic, because this act only
encourages the increase of traffic until it is at or beyond the capacity to which it was expanded. The only
sensible approach is to dedicate dollars to expanding mass transit.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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IH 35 crosses over the Upper Tannehill Branch Watershed at about 51st/IH 35. What will TXDoT do to protect
the water shed? I believe there is an additional water shed that IH 35 crosses. These are essential arterials to
handle flash flooding and sudden downpours common to this area of Austin.

See response to comment #247.

Like others living in one of the 12 neighborhoods adjacent to IH 35, between 290-and MLK Blvd, the proposed
pedestrian crossings at 51st; at Airport Blvd, 38th are not safe, nor provide the accessibility essential to many
in our community who cross IH35 multiple times a day, by bicycle or on foot. Please provide alternatives in
collaboration with community members, local pedestrian & bicyclist organizations. Thank you, Martha Ward
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. Though I own a property in the Cherrywood neighborhood on Robinson
Avenue that will be negatively impacted directly, I am much more concerned for the continued and increasing
negative impacts to this City that I love. The TXDOT proposal will worsen the divide between East Austin and
Central Austin, and their approach to adding lanes and increasing the ROW is unsustainable. It will only induce
more traffic limiting the useful life of this expansion. And in a few short decades they’ll be back shoving a
taller, wider unsustainable highway right through the heart of the City.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2815 Martin Barrera
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Design better alternatives to route traffic around downtown Austin, rather than through it. Use all alternative
routes for traffic with no purpose driving through downtown Austin. Use SH130, SH130, US183, US290, SH71,
Loop 1 to share the burden for traversing Austin. For local traffic, restore East Avenue, collaborate with
Capital Metro, Austin Transit Partnership, the City of Austin to provide opportunities to cap and stitch East
Avenue back into the city’s street network. I35 has divided Austin for decades. Undo the generational harm
to minorities by restoring and repairing the ROW with a narrow human scale that can be a true benefit for the
community. Remove the pollution from our air, and the trucks and traffic from the heart of the City. Listen to
all who are asking more and better of TXDOT. Go back to the drawing board, and before thinking of cars and
highways, please first think of humans many who need mobility and connectivity as pedestrians, cyclists,
transit riders, etc,

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #685.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2817 Martin Button

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Building a wider, more disruptive I-35 is not a solution. More lanes will attract more traffic, and do little to
decrease gridlock. We now have an alternate NS route skirting the City. There is no need for the I-35 footprint
to be increased. I-35 also splits our city in an ugly way. I urge the serious consideration of a plan to lessen the
footprint and impact of I-35, rather than the opposite.
Please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans,
goals, and values.
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Ms Susan Fraser,
As an Austin resident and planning professional I would like to express my dissatisfaction with the current
options being proposed for the redevelopment of the I-35 corridor.
While I recognize the need to address traffic congestion in downtown Austin I would like to particularly bring
up two points:
1) There is no need to direct regional AND local traffic through downtown Austin via an expanded I-35
corridor. I would advocate for the inclusion of a study that determines the possibility to split traffic between a
local and reduced I-35 corridor and a regional ring road that bypasses downtown Austin altogether.
2) The ONLY way that the billions of taxpayer dollars for an I-35 expansion would be justified, in my opinion,
would be if the project included both a full or partial cap in downtown and a holistic traffic concept that
addresses and benefits ALL modes of transportation, including pedestrians, bicycles, and public transport.
There are plenty of examples of cities both in the US and abroad that have successfully implemented such
concepts, which are markedly absent from the current proposal.
In addition, I would like to sign on to the letter quoted below:
I-35 through Austin impacts almost every aspect of life, from health, safety, and mobility to equity and
economic prosperity. But for decades, despite these considerable impacts, especially on poorer communities,
the I-35 conversation has rarely moved beyond moving vehicles quickly through central Austin.
Rebuilding I-35 through Austin cannot be yet another highway widening project. Instead of easing congestion,
widening highways actually produces more driving and worsens congestion; increases pollution, crashes, and
suburban sprawl; and worsens emergency response times. We need a different approach to I-35.
Therefore, I ask that the following issues be fully considered in the environmental scoping process for the I-35
Capital Express Central Project.
Health impacts, especially for nearby poorer communities, must be considered through a Health Impact
Assessment. Health impacts should include air and water quality, flooding, climate change impacts, noise, and
vehicle-related deaths and injuries.
I-35's past, present, and potential future equity impacts must be studied and mitigated through an Equity
Assessment. Goals should include closing socioeconomic gaps between communities, building local wealth
through tools such as value capture from improvements, protecting cultural resources, stopping displacement
and creating affordable options to allow displaced residents to return, and building equitable transit-oriented
development along and near I-35.
Accessing personal daily needs and reducing Vehicle Miles Traveled, instead of vehicle speed goals, should be
included in the I-35 purpose and need statement. This will mean working with the City of Austin to allow
destinations closer to home through better zoning; reconnecting dead end streets and equally facilitating
east-west/north-south travel; mitigating traffic spillover onto nearby streets; potentially reducing the
highway's width to maximize equitable, socially, economically, and environmentally-beneficial land use; and
helping more people to work from home.
Through the I-35 conversation, TxDOT should help achieve the goals outlined in local plans, including the
Austin Strategic Mobility Plan, City of Austin Vision Zero goals, Austin Street Design Guide, Imagine Austin
Comprehensive Plan, City of Austin Great Streets Master Plan, Austin Strategic Housing Blueprint, the Austin
Climate Equity Plan and Austin climate goals as set forth in Austin City Council Resolution 20140410-024, and
adopted Austin neighborhood plans.
TXDOT should work closely with local partners to fully consider a broad range of design alternatives that
address the above issues. These alternatives should include the ULI’s I-35 recommendations
(http://bit.ly/ULI35), the eventual plan from the Downtown Austin Alliance's Our Future 35 conversation,
Reconnect Austin (https://reconnectaustin.com), and Rethink35 (https://rethink35.com).

See response to comment #33.
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Finally, I ask that ALL future comment periods for this project last for 90 days or more to allow people and
organizations sufficient time for well-considered public comments.

2819 Martin Hobratschk

8/28/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I have lived in Austin for 36 years, and have used I-35 at least weekly for that whole time. During that time,
there have been periods where I-35 has been my daily commute, right through the area where the state is
considering demolishing hundreds of houses and businesses.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #33.

I’ve seen a lot of change in my time in Austin. Some of it good — I remember when 183 was nothing but
stoplights all the way to Leander. The new 183 tollway is great, as well.

But I can’t even begin to think of the I-35 proposal as a good change. Destroying almost 200 homes and
businesses just to shave a couple of minutes off my commute? No thanks.
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I urge the commission to look at the many other alternatives out there, and to not allow the current proposal
to proceed.

2820 Martin Logan

2821 Martin Thomen

2822 Martin Tower

8/19/2021 Virtual
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9/16/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
Form

9/23/2021 Email

Widening the highway is a bad idea. I’m from Houston and after we widened our roads it just caused traffic to
increase and commuting times to double. Honest to god stop doing this otherwise every major city in this
state will just be highways. The actual solution is to shrink these surpass and start improving public transit
options for residents. Less space for roads and parking means more space for housing and community.

See response to comment #6.

I believe widening, adding lanes or adding height on I-35 through central Austin is not in the longterm
interests of the people of Austin or travelers on I-35. As a long term plan we should route as much through
traffic via I-130 and move commuters to rail transport as much as possible. Going larger for I-35 is costly,
environmentally destructive and not a long or short term advantage. Please consider decreasing the number
of lanes of I-35 as well as any plans that remove through traffic from I-35 and bury it into the ground as much
as possible. It should become an inter-city boulevard as much as possible and highway traffic should take
place on I-130.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2823 Martina Clifton

9/11/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am both a driver and a pedestrian about central Austin. I do like the upper deck to get out of the "canyon"
walls of the city. I would like to keep existing functional lanes (the upper deck) and I would discourage against
lowering the i-35 corridor due to it feeling like a concrete canyon that you drive through, not being able to see
any of the violet crown in the distance. I would recommend lowering the pedestrian bridge at Town Lake to

See response to comment #316.
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be lower than i-35. The noise and pollution is not desirable when out for nature enjoyment. Also, is there
much evidence that "managed lanes" actually work to reduce cars on the road? I'd say just make them normal
lanes. It's also not clear what "managed lanes" means.

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I am a 20-year resident of Travis Heights and frequent customer of both The Whip-in (1950 S I-35) & Travis
Heights Wine & Spirits (1948 S I-35).

Response

See response to comment #33.

I strongly urge adoption of Build Alternative 3, as it would minimize the disruption to both businesses.
It is critical after all the economic pressures wrought by the pandemic that everything possible be done to
minimize harm to Austin's small businesses of long-standing as you pursue this important expansion.
Thank you.

2825 Marty Combs

2826 Marv Howse

2827 Mary Ann Osborne

2828 Mary B

9/2/2021
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9/24/2021 Email

8/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
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Alternative 3 begins but does not go far enough to reconnecting East Austin with the central core. Pedestrian
overpasses at 38 1/2 Street and 32nd need to be wider to accommodate more tree lined pedestrian and bike
paths above - much like the Airport crossing. These neighborhoods are closely associated with the University
of Texas where alternative forms of transportation other than vehicles are in use. Larger, alternative routes
would also decrease east-west vehicular traffic in this corridor.
TxDouT can't be trusted to design any major road properly or construct it w/o insanely ridiculous disruption of
traffic flow bordering on intent to murder. Most of the problem though is the corrupt republican
government....

See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

As a resident of central Austin, I would like to see TexDot create a more innovative approach to transportation See response to comment #30.
as our state and country faces known pollution/climate/energy challenges. We currently have an opportunity See response to comment #160.
to build something that addresses traffic movement as well as innovative live/work/play opportunities along
this corridor rather than concrete/noise/air pollution and displacement of longtime residents and businesses.
Please listen to the opinions of the people who have to live with TexDot’s decisions and set an innovative
example for the rest of the US as we work to improve our outdated infrastructure.
I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion of I-35 through
Austin.

See response to comment #7.

It is important to move forward with one of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through
downtown can occur and keep Austin moving.

This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

2831 Mary Cox

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
The current plan put forward for the Central expressway ignores the fact that this section of highway already
slashes thru well established neighborhoods and businesses. And recent development has only increased the
amount of homes and businesses affected by the expansion of lanes. There is no need to slap the band aid
more concrete onto the sore that is the I-35 downtown corridor. There are other urban plans available to
consider that make much better, more creative use of what is already there. With more forward thinking this
could become the chance to join the two sides of this divisive highway and create a beautiful entry into our
ever-growing downtown.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #33.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2833 Mary Duhon

9/5/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I have lived in Austin for more than thirty years. In all that time, I-35 has been an eyesore, danger, and source
of frustration to residents here. I was so excited about all the plans to put I-35 underground, stitch together
the east and west sides of town, and make it safer for people to get around. I was disappointed to hear that
all the options that would seem to lead to genuine civic benefits have been eliminated, leaving us with a more
traditional "add more lanes" approach that has been shown to be ineffective at reducing traffic.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.

As to HOV lanes, especially if they are not tolled, they do not seem like an effective way to enable more
efficient transportation for large groups. A better option would be to work with Project Connect to make
space for a rail system, or have lanes that are just for buses and emergency vehicles.

2834 Mary Ellen Isaacs

9/21/2021 Email
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I urge you all to reconsider your current plans for I-35. It is so valuable to live in a place where it is safe, easy,
and enjoyable to walk, ride your bike, or use public transit. I'd much rather have that than a decade of
construction and billions of dollars to add a few extra lanes that will soon be just as choked with traffic as the
I-35 is now.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
I am an Austinite and oppose the current TxDOT plan for the I-35 expansion. It is a 1950s solution to a 21st
Century problem. We need to bury the highway from Airport Blvd through Lady Bird Lake and avoid
condemning businesses and housing along the corridor, instead using smarter design and better utilization of
SH -130 to relieve congestion.
Please send your TxDOT engineers back to the drawing board.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
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The current condition of I-35 awful, but doing nothing would be better than adding 2 'managed' lanes.
Putting the through lanes of I-35 beneath a local traffic avenue would be a definite improvement and makes
more sense than making it higher. I-35 needs to be able to handle more traffic - or Austin needs a by-pass to
the east, in which case the current route through town needs a major redesign. The current upper
deck/lower level design has never worked well.
My comments are:

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.

1. Removing the upper decks is important. These roadways are unsightly and cause much noise in some of the
older neighborhoods in the City.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #685.

2. Expanding I 35 with extra traffic lanes does not make sense. We are supposed to be reducing our carbon
footprint because if its impact on climate change. Why does adding additional lanes make sense? Austin does
have a traffic problem which is multi-faceted. Adding extra lanes on I 35 will not solve these issues.
3. Maybe to reduce traffic, I 35 should become a toll road, and I 130 should not be a toll road?! Tolls usually
make usage go down on a roadway.
4. I 35 is still a dreadful reminder of the past separation of our East and West sides of town by symbolizing
segregation and then eventually causing displacement and gentrification. It’s presence alone is a reminder of
what happened in America to divide people. How can we turn that around for unification?

2837 Mary Kahle

2838 Mary Lou Bell

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Thank you for the opportunity to give my views and concerns.
To TXDOT, please rethink your plans to demolish so many Austin structures as part of the plan to rework I-35.
There are much better ways to do it that don't destroy longstanding businesses and increase the footprint of
I-35 to this extent. Thank you.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2839 Mary Martinek

9/10/2021 General
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Comment
Form

2840 Mary Osborne

9/10/2021 Email

I definitely support the tunnel alternative over all the rest and believe that should be back on the table. Your
plan really only seems to provide safer walkways and bike lanes and the HOV lanes but will do little to relieve
traffic or people being parked on I35 which is the real relief people are seeking. Your alternatives will just
push more cut thru traffic through our neighborhood which is unacceptable. Spend the money to do it right
with a plan that achieves all of the objectives of which none of the ones that are presented do. This feels like a
boondoggle!
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #271

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2842 Mary Poche

9/10/2021 Email

2843 Mary St. Romain
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2844 Mary Terrier

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I think the thing to keep in mind while planning an I-35 upgrade should be to supplement/support our
pedestrians & public transportation plans. Looking at the most livable, efficient, sustainable cities in the
world, we see that they are pedestrian friendly and have excellent public transportation. I love visiting
Chicago and biking up and down along Lake Shore Dr (highway 41). If green spaces can be created along or
above I-35 by capping and stitching, I'm all for that. I also support using this project to take steps towards
racial equity and healing in our community from historic redlining and other racist actions.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #247.

See response to comment #6.

I oppose the TxDOT’s proposals to expand I-35. I was born and raised in Austin, in a working class family who
lived many years without a car. Austin has long been a city whose transportation infrastructure neglected the
safety and well-being poorest and most vulnerable Austinites. We have an opportunity now to change the
way people get around Austin, to begin to heal the division of the east and west sides of our city, and to
protect the health and safety of vulnerable Austinites.
Please say no to this expansion, and let’s work together to build a city and transportation options that work
well for everyone.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2846 Mary TuckerPettersen

9/15/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Please don't let them further divide our amazing city, please promote walkability and pedestrian and bicycle
access. After roadtripping across half of the US, I've noticed that many interstates DO NOT GO THROUGH the
city and instead go around it, allowing for through traffic not to mix with city and local traffic.
Please as another option, encourage re-routing I-35 to where 130 currently is and making the current I-35
through downtown Austin a local highway (loop 2?).
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2848 Maryann Luisi
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9/22/2021 Email
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Response
See response to comment #4.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2849 Maryjewel Cook

9/17/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2850 Maryse Saffle
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2851 Masa Prodanovic

9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2852 Masa Prodanovic

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2853 Mason Ayer

9/9/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I-35 where it is, as it is, has been and continues to be an expensive, disruptive, massive scar though Central
Austin. To widen or heighten the highway with additional lanes exacerbates its harm, without effectively
alleviating traffic.

Only the no-build alternative provides an opportunity to reconsider incorrect assumptions, work to improve
community-drawn alternatives to narrow the footprint and reconnect communities, or make existing bypass
routes more attractive for inter-regional and freight traffic - relieving the burden on local congestion.
Two top solutions presented at public meetings fall short of imagining what our city should be in future. I walk
and bike a lot,and currently cross under I35 to go to central Austin office. The designs as presented are
essentially a Project Disconnect and make a current solution worse by widening it, and 15 years from building
them, we will want to redo it. What is the point of doing anything if there is noone truly excited about it? It
should go under into a tunnel leaving the ever more valuable surface to be reclaimed by people commuting
on foot, and motivating them to do so. Through traffic should be diverted to 130 or otherwise to go outside of
the city. No well designed large city accommodates through traffic going through it's core! What does Austin
aspire to be? Dare imagine. Driving heaven is NOT sustainable.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #15
See response to comment #19

See response to comment #7.
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2855 Mason Carroll
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2856 Mason Schoolfield

2857 Mason Turpin

Virtual
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Comment
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9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Meeting
Comment
Form
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Please dont widen I35!

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #247.

Consider options that underground the traffic.
Options that create more friendly pedestrian and biking options to travel from the east to west side of town.
More lanes of traffic will not solve the problem and make permenet the scar that separates the east and west
side of the highway.
Alternative 2 looks pretty good, but given that expanding highways doesn't help congestion (if you can find a
study that shows differently please post it) please consider keeping the existing or shrinking the footprint of I35 while still adding caps and stitches.

Alternative 1 or nothing at all. Widening freeways accomplishes nothing, and displacing people and
businesses is not worth an intervention that will only make traffic worse.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #271
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Broadly, this project is driven by a misguided notion about traffic and congestion. The expansion will
generate a lot more car trips, but it won't relieve congestion. So the first question is: Why do we want to
generate a lot more car trips? Another good question is: how many new car trips will this contribute to the
region, or another better way to ask that is what will the overall impact be on VMT (Vehicle Miles Traveled?
Why haven't I seen VMT assessed in any of the discussions lead by TxDOT? How is modeling done without
knowing this important consideration?

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #1427.

Also broadly, I don't dispute the need for highways. Highways are brilliant ways to connect productive places
to each other. And TxDOT does an admirable job connection Austin to the other major cities in Texas. But
Highways fail, over and over and over, when they get to the urban context. TxDOT used to know this I think.
You see it a lot when they route the limited access freeway around the urban area, and then have a business
route that travels on the surface through the center of a city. That's what should be done here. We should
not have limited access, limited purpose, high speed, freeways running through dense urban environments.
Traffic is far better handled on local street grids which are slower speed, safer, more pleasant, and far more
resilient when accidents and breakdowns do occur.
Finally, broadly, there is a generational opportunity here to erase a social, economic, structural barrier
between east and west Austin - why wouldn't we do everything possible in this modern era to correct last
century's mistakes?
Without conceding the need for more lanes of traffic, we can redesign the corridor to accommodate those
lanes and restore the surface to being a gridded street. TxDOT could do all of this within the existing footprint
by cutting and capping or by tunneling.
"But that's expensive!" we hear. . .
It's only expensive if you are considering the cost of the project and not the return of the value. What should
be calculated is "what is the cost of not restoring the surface to city streets and boulevards." There is billions
of dollars in untapped value lining the existing ROW! By shrinking the footprint and restoring the surface
TxDOT would be unleashing an incredible economic opportunity, for the city, for business interests, for tax
coffers, and for itself if it wants to participate in that.
There are a lot of problems with specific elements of the project. And we could nit-pick them to death all day
long (SPUI at Airport. . .really???) - but at the end of this day this project is so wrong-headed so ill-conceived,
so misguided that the comments about this element or that are completely besides the point. It's an
anachronism. It's a monument to bad planning and worse public policy. It literally conflicts with every
adopted city of Austin plan and policy I've seen in the last 10 years. It's out of step with the challenges of the
times - climate change, housing shortages, creating economically strong, resilient and complete communities,
ensuring we have an integrated and socially cohesive city - in almost every way one can consider the freeway
as proposed would make things worse.
TxDOT is in a unique position to right a wrong, fix a disaster, and leave a legacy it can be proud of. It could do
all of that and achieve its own capacity goals. It should not bypass the opportunity to make a major
improvement to our city.
I re-read our City's comp plan again to make sure. In no place does it say "we should grow as a sprawling and
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disconnected community." But the singular result of this highway expansion will be a massive inducement for
sprawl.
There's a lot more I could say and but I'm going to end with this counterfactual: Imagine I-35 had never been
built. Imagine this was an area filled with parks and tree-lined streets and houses and businesses, and all the
things that go into an urban place. Would you ever, in the 21st Century, propose putting in a 20 lane freeway
into such a place? Of course not, that would be an insane thing to do.
Yet it is precisely the opportunity to replace a freeway with all those things that is being bypassed by this
wasteful and ineffective project. If we aren't looking at the opportunity costs of not reconnecting and
restoring the community then we are not evaluating this project correctly.

2859 Mateo Barnstone

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
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independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2860 Mateo Barnstone

9/23/2021 Email

[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]
Dear Mr. Ferguson and Ms. Fraser,
Please find the attached letter written on behalf of the Board of Directors of The Congress for the New
Urbanism - Central Texas Chapter with comments made regarding the I-35 Capital Express Central project
third public meeting which we hope will be submitted for the record in connection with the NEPA study.

2861 Mateo Clarke

9/1/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I live within a half mile of I-35. I want to see a new I-35 plans that do not make the highway taller & wider.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #614.
See response to comment#1427.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #33.

I hope TXDOT will collaborate more with local Austin organizations in addition to the City of Austin to draft a
new vision for I-35 through central Austin that centers humans instead of vehicles.

I am against the destruction of homes & businesses in I-35 ROW. I would support capping the highway to
create more valuable space for public spaces and private businesses/residences.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2863 Matt Dean

2864 Matt Desloge

9/7/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/21/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Thank you for proposing a separated grade intersection at I-35 & RedLine in Downtown Austin, Texas with
separated shared-use paths for vulnerable road users. Please ensure that this is prioritized to enable greater
E-W access for these road users.

See response to comment #7.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2865 Matt Dietrichson

9/21/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

This is a short-term solution to a long-term problem. It is fiscally irresponsible to widen 35 when other proven
solutions exist. Please do what you can do have this plan reconsidered.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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The plans put forward to expand I-35's footprint in Austin are unacceptable. This highway intentionally
divided our community from the beginning, along very literally racial lines. And we know now that adding
lanes of traffic just induces more traffic.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #685.

8/11/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

So to expand this ugly and dangerous freeway, closing businesses and turning over some of the most valuable
real estate in the city to cars, would be incredibly short-sighted, unjust, and a waste of resources. I-35 should
be no wider and no higher than it currently is. If anything, it should be downgraded to the boulevard it once
was, with commuter traffic redirected to other modes of transit.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commission:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

2868 Matt Hendrickson

2869 Matt Johnson

9/9/2021

Email

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
Please do not widen this highway. I am uneducated on matters of highway planning but i have heard of
studies showing that widening highways doesn't help with congestion. Instead, I think 35 should be buried
and parks put on top of it.
I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion
of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the strong options that are on the table for expansion. It is important to move forward with one
of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through downtown can occur and keep Austin
moving.

This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I live and work within two blocks of I-35, this expansion proposal will directly, negatively impact both my
business and home life.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2874 Matt Ravet

9/10/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I'm writing this email to state my opposition of the recent proposals from TxDOT on the expansion of I-35.
From a practicality standpoint, this moves the needle backwards. Since the 1930s, we've known that adding
more lanes merely add more cars and ultimately makes traffic worse. This is phenomenon is so well known, it
has its own wikipedia link: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Induced_demand. In and of it self, this should stop
the plans for expansion.

2875 Matt Reyes

2876 Matt Rutledge

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/31/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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In order to solve the problem, we need to shift modes (busses/trains/cycling) and reduce overall
transportation demand by having better integrated neighborhoods, similar to what Rethink35, which I
support, suggests. Coming from Seattle, where traffic is worse due to an earlier population boom, I've seen
the future and it's public transit.
I am opposed to eminent domain and widening I-35. It does not address traffic congestion and only further
separates the city. It would be best to bury I-35 and take into consideration public transport options.

I am opposed to the current plan to widen I-35.
Please get more creative with the solution to this problem. You only have one chance to fix it and the current
proposed solution doesn’t do anything. Just makes more traffic and displaced people and small businesses.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #247.
See resposse to comment #273.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

You say 70% of the traffic is local, then make it a toll road for the people that aren’t local. Route these people
to 130.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. Those alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of
life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
local goals.

2878 Matt Rutledge

9/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2879 Matt Rutledge

9/18/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2880 Matt Rutledge

9/23/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central Texas.
The proposed solutions (Plan 2 and 3) are horrible for the environment, will only create more traffic, destroy
small businesses and encroach on small central neighborhoods. This is not fair and it is not a good solution. I
would prefer the no build option to Plan 2 or 3. Plan 1 should be considered, I understand that TXDOT will not
pay to cap but let the city of Austin and it's residences and all the tech firms that are coming to Texas fund this
so that we can continue to be a great city. I-35 rebuild as you are proposing will turn Austin into another
Houston or Dallas. Nobody wants that.
President Biden has pledged 2.25 trillion dollars towards building better, smarter, more effective
infrastructure. Why not work with the federal government to get the funding?

The proposed solution will only make more traffic and ruin our city.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I oppose the I-35 expansion plan for so many reasons but the biggest is that it will not work! TXDOT has
admitted itself that it will not alleviate traffic for very long.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #685.

If the reason for going forward with the expansion and widening the scar through Austin is to go with the
cheapest option. Look at Biden’s infrastructure bill. It is there to make roads safer, limit the environmental
impact and heal the scars that highways have made to deepen racial inequality. We need less than $5B more
for the tunnel and cap proposal. The infrastructure bill is for $2.25 trillion!
The world is looking at Austin as a way to grow and keep a vibrant culture. Let’s show them it can be done!

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1145

No.

Commenter Name

2881 Matt Singleton

2882 Matt Smith
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9/13/2021 Email
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I'm very concerned about the apparent disregard of community engagement and lack of genuine
consideration of the alternatives proposed by organizations like Reconnect Austin and Rethink35. The two
remaining proposals are virtually identical for large portions of the project. They suggest to me that TxDOT
does not truly intend to engage the community, only to steamroll through a plan that only considers cars and
trucks. TxDOT is the department of TRANSPORTATION not just cars and highways, and the failure to give any
real consideration to a holistic, integrated approach to improving traffic flow through Austin is extremely
disappointing. We know it's possible, because it's been done successfully in Dallas. What a shame to not even
consider a plan that would have benefits to the community in Austin.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2883 Matt Tong

8/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Most of these plans will make Austin unliveable for years and won't address the core problem - it's a bad idea
to send the bulk of a major interstate highway through the heart of a major city.

See response to comment #19.

Don't encourage more traffic through downtown. That will only make things worse.

Instead work on rerouting around Austin (ie switching it to 183 or 130). While these highways exist, every
decision discourages them being used. They're heavily tolled and don't really offer a smooth reentry to I-35
south of the river. Locals get tolls on daily driving roads, but commercial traffic pays no tolls through Austin
while ruining the roads for all.

Almost every city has realized that interstates needed to be reworked to avoid sending all the the through
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traffic through downtown with reroutting or ring roads, yet TxDOT insists on just making the problem worse
and worse and making the traffic worse for folks living in Austin.

I-35 should be made smaller and USABLE by folks in Austin, not made bigger and more of a thoroughfare.

2884 Matt Williamson

9/18/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2885 Matthew Beaton

8/11/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I, like thousands of other Austinites, am extremely disappointed that Community Alternatives like ReConnect
Austin are not being seriously considered as the I-35 design process moves forward. The last thing this city
needs is a 20th century solution to a 21st century problem. Through traffic needs to go around our City, and
the City needs to be made whole again, for the people who live and work in it. 20 lanes through the center of
Austin is unacceptable, and will waste billions of dollars and do nothing to alleviate traffic and greenhouse
gasses long-term. Please reconsider your plans; the future depends on it. Thank you.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.

1147

No.

Commenter Name

2886 Matthew Bostwick

Entry
Source
Date
9/17/2021 Email

Comment

Response

I've been very fortunate in my career - building products used by hundreds of millions of people and that
bring in billions of dollars of revenue. The most rewarding part of that work has always been growing teams of
people with more skills and expertise than I have. My job, as a leader, has been to remind them of our goals.
Measurable impact on the world is more important than just staying busy.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.

I'm writing this email to ask: What does success look like in the I-35 project through central Austin? And
maybe even more importantly, who is that success intended for?
Speaking as a long time Austinite (13 years!), the plans for debate and public comment do not accomplish any
goals I could imagine for our dear city.
In Austin, we've been wanting for more public transit - as spoken by the people in our last election . An
election which overwhelming passed a 10 year public transit plan including trains, rapid busses, and bike
lanes. The current plan for I35 does not help with traffic congestion, throughput through the city, or speeding
up transit within the city.
We've also been cleaning up deep root racial and economic divides in our city - divides that even places I-35
where it is today. Throughout the city we've been removing barriers that have divided neighborhoods and
neighbors. The current plan disproportionately impact BIPOC and minority owned historical businesses.
I hope TXDOT can state the goals of this project, in a concrete, research backed, and measurable way. And
that TXDOT holds themselves accountable for those outcomes and any well intentioned business would do.
2887 Matthew Bostwick

9/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I've been very fortunate in my career - building products used by hundreds of millions of people and that
bring in billions of dollars of revenue. The most rewarding part of that work has always been growing teams of
people with more skills and expertise than I have. My job, as a leader, has been to remind them of our goals.
Measurable impact on the world is more important than just staying busy.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.

I'm writing this email to ask: What does success look like in the I-35 project through central Austin? And
maybe even more importantly, who is that success intended for?

Speaking as a long time Austinite (13 years!), the plans for debate and public comment do not accomplish any
goals I could imagine for our dear city.

In Austin, we've been wanting for more public transit - as spoken by the people in our last election . An
election which overwhelming passed a 10 year public transit plan including trains, rapid busses, and bike
lanes. The current plan for I35 does not help with traffic congestion, throughput through the city, or speeding
up transit within the city.
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We've also been cleaning up deep root racial and economic divides in our city - divides that even places I-35
where it is today. Throughout the city we've been removing barriers that have divided neighborhoods and
neighbors. The current plan disproportionately impact BIPOC and minority owned historical businesses.

I hope TXDOT can state the goals of this project, in a concrete, research backed, and measurable way. And
that TXDOT holds themselves accountable for those outcomes and any well intentioned business would do.

Best,
Matthew Bostwick

2888 Matthew Brown

9/15/2021 Email

2889 Matthew Carey

9/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/17/2021 Email

2890 Matthew Clark

2891 Matthew Clark
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
The proposed I-35 expansion would bring far too many lanes of traffic to the middle of downtown Austin. It
would needlessly bring more intercity traffic, including many vehicles that are not stopping in Austin, through
our downtown. This would obstruct transportation and business within the city. We need an option that
diverts intercity traffic around the outside of Austin, while preserving access between the east and west parts
of downtown Austin, including pedestrian access.
Please do not widen 35. We need less cars going through our city and widening the highway will not help.
Please look to invest elsewhere. I’m all for improving/burying the highway but ensure it has bus lanes and
doesn’t get wider.

See response to comment #7.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #273.

I am writing to oppose the current proposals from TxDOT for expanding I-35.
The last thing our city needs is to expand a highway that needs to see LESS use and not more. Widening
highways almost never decreases in traffic and will disrupt our city for years to come with no real end goal
reached. TxDOT itself has even admitted that this will not actually decrease traffic.
Please explore other options. There are so many more potential and creative ways to solve this. Let's look at
designation switching with SH130. Let's encourage and improve public transit in our city so that I35 doesn't
HAVE to be a massive highway and barrier within our central downtown community. Our city can do better
and we must push back against this kind of growth.
2893 Matthew Evans

2894 Matthew Evans

8/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/23/2021 Email

I call on TxDOT to fully consider the Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, cap and stitch design, and other community
alternatives, not just a highway expansion, for I-35 through Austin.

See response to comment #33.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

2895 Matthew Evans

9/24/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

TxDOT's recent proposals for I-35 make no sense ... they are destructive, undemocratic, and
counterproductive. Please stop them!
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-Separate bike + pd lanes on stitches and add more physical plant barriers
-Final turaround lane sb – nb before LBL seems superfluous
-Highlight construction “costs” to commuters. When we take down the elevated lanes, where do cars / peds/
bikes go?
-Highlight emissions reduction in both alternatives s. Reconnect & Re imagine
-What will adding a new bridge to LBL do for lake pollution?

See response to comment #247.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2898 Matthew Gauna

2899 Matthew GonzalesEarhart

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I see TXDOTs expansion of I-35 through Austin as a step in the opposite direction of progress. The future of
mass transportation is by train. Austin and it’s neighbors need to be connected by rail, so that industry,
people, and ideas can flow easily. The highways do not need to be widened, if TXDOT could go back to the
drawing board and replace the proposals with neighborhood accommodation at the forefront of future
proposals.
As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.

See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.
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We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.

2900 Matthew Hauser

9/20/2021 Email

The newest plans do not reflect the communities voices/concerns. Please consider our concerns and actually
make revisions that will positively impact the community that surrounds this highway.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #273.

I strongly oppose an expansion of 35. It is proven that widening highways does nothing to reduce
traffic/congestion but instead just increases the amount of drivers on the road. Not only that but this
expansion would take up land in the surrounding areas. Additionally expanding a highway would be costly use
of resources and would eventually increase CO2 emissions with more cars on the road, we need to invest
money in alternative modes of transportation! Austin has a fairly big cycling community and people who love
the outdoors, narrow the highway and allow for mixed use trails.

2901 Matthew Ireland

9/21/2021 Email

I hope you read my concerns and relay this to those can make revisions to reflect the needs of our
community.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2903 Matthew Kleifgen
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2904 Matthew Luck
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I fully believe TxDOT's current plan to expand I-35 through Austin is not only counterproductive but also
dangerous. The I-35 corridor through Austin is already one of the deadliest, most congested stretches of
freeway in the state. Furthermore, we know from repeated studies that additional freeway lanes creates
induced demand that negatively impacts any possible traffic improvements from said lanes. Finally, I-35 has
created a massive cultural and economic barrier between downtown and East Austin that has exacerbated
racial inequalities in the city not to mention the displacements the project will create. Finally, the increased
traffic will greatly widen Austin's carbon footprint and contribute to catastrophic climate change. In sum,
TxDOT's current proposal will do nothing to address congestion and instead will negatively affect millions of
central Texas residents and commuters.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.

Instead, TxDOT should proceed with either a tunneling plan from an earlier proposal or a cap and stitch
alternative from the City of Austin. As someone who grew up in and has strong connections to Austin, I
implore the decision makers at TxDOT to heed the warnings and concerns of residents and consider a less
wasteful, more socially, environmentally, and economically beneficial alternative.
I'm extremely disappointed that TxDOT appears to be pursuing a plan which will not actually improve I-35 or
the city of Austin. Right now I-35 is a detriment to any businesses near it, as the spaces nearby move further
from the walkable/bikable spaces Austinites are coming to expect. The new plan will cause years (or decades)
of disruption, and when complete transit times across the city by car will be exactly the same. No wider and
no higher. If anything, scrap this boondoggle completely and help fund expanded public transit in the city
rather than waste our time and money on a slightly wider traffic jam.
I am a current property owner in the Cherrywood neighborhood, a practicing architect, and father. The
decision to expand I-35 is a terrible and destructive decision for my family and our entire city. I-35 (whether
racially motivated or not) is a physical barrier that has split our city in two. It brings air pollution, noise
pollution, light pollution, and visual ugliness into the heart of Austin. That our tax money will be used to
expand and exacerbate this reality is a true abomination. It is shocking that this is the best that the Texas
Department of Transportation, with the largest US State and Local Transportation Spending Budget in the
entire United States of America, (a whopping $20.4 Billion!!!) can provide its citizens. Literally a “solution”
that was debunked in the 1960s. So here is a brief synopsis: enlarging roads creates more traffic and use and
DOES NOT relieve congestion. Please refer to the recent study “The Fundamental Law of Road Congestion:
Evidence From US Cities” by Gilles Duranton (University of Pennsylvania) and Matthew A. Turner. Frankly, I
would like to understand the real motivation behind the decision to widen I-35, because it isn’t about
improving traffic and it certainly is not about improving our city or our lives.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #1996.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.

I write to vehemently oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as
part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
I am a licensed architect, I hold a Master's Degree from Cornell University from the Architecture, Art, and
Planning Department, and have worked as a member of the Governor's Smart Growth Council while in the
State of Kentucky. The options posed by the TxDOT go against every single value that would be considered
"Smart" planning. Everyone (and I mean everyone) who has even the slightest education in planning knows
that widening roads does little more than create the same (if not more) congestion that currently exists and
disconnects cities. This "new" plan is nothing short of an outdated model from the mid-twentieth century
which utilized urban infrastructure as physical barriers and walls between the "good" neighborhoods and the
"bad" neighborhoods. This way of thinking has no place in Austin or anywhere else for that matter.
The Texas DOT has the highest budget of all 50 states, yet possibly the lowest level of vision and care for its
citizens. It is truly tragic. My hope is that my tax money will be used to improve Austin, not destroy it. To
improve neighborhoods, not decimate them. Clearly, as a home owner and business person in Texas...it is
unthinkable that my own property tax dollars are now going to be used to actually lower my property value.
This whole endeavor is nothing short of lunacy.
I support healing the urban design mistakes that were constructed in our city and state. I support
reconnecting our entire city and its neighborhoods. I support beautifying the I-35 corridor and removing all
forms of pollution (noise, visual, air, etc...) from our city. Therefore, I strongly support burying and capping the
I-35 corridor. Our city is thriving and progressive. It is far past time for the planning to reflect our values as an
independent and unique destination.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
2906 Matthew Lynaugh

2907 Matthew McCutchin

9/24/2021 Virtual
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I am in favor of the No Build. The increased capacity for vehicles will not last long, the disruption and cost to
the city will be enormous as will the impact on the environment. We should continue to work on other
options that use the existing infrastructure.

See response to comment #6.

Depress it all the way through central Austin, and give incentive to reroute trucks onto 130.

See response to comment #19.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Comment
Form
2908 Matthew McGee

9/22/2021 Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I live in the Zilker neighborhood, work downtown, and get most places using my bike or public transit. I-35 is a
feature of our urban landscape that has consistently created unsafe conditions for me and others trying to
transit East/West, and the proposed build-out would perpetuate that rather than creating a more genuinely
and accessibly connected city.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2909 Matthew Nesbitt

9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
In reviewing the goals and objectives of Mobility35, the current TxDot proposals fail in almost all of the
categories, while the proposal by Reconnect Austin to bury I-35 through the urban core, satisfies all of the
goals and objectives. Therefore I recommend TxDot immediately move forward with the Reconnect Austin
concept.
Austin is a bit different yes, and that means thinking outside (or under) the box sometimes, yet we also have
the can-do spirit of all Texans. We know this solution may not be as cut and dry as widening the road, but we
embrace the challenge of trying something new, and we will find a way to pay for it.
The amount of growth and value created in the past 20 years within a 2 mile radius of this area probably
dwarfs the expected cost of this burying proposal, so imagining what new value would be unlocked from this
solution makes this a fiscally responsible solution.
Sweeping our problems under the rug isn't usually a good solution, but in this case burying them is. Please
move forward with the Reconnect Austin proposal.

See response to comment #33.
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2910 Matthew Pawlak
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2911 Matthew Powell

9/21/2021 Email

2912 Matthew Roberts

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/15/2021 Email

2913 Matthew Roberts

Comment

Response

Hello,

See response to comment #160.

I am currently a parent of one student at Escuelita Del Alma. My wife and I live in the Govalle neighborhood
and were looking for a nearby daycare. Although, not in our neighborhood, we'd found nothing but positive
reviews about Escuelita Del Alma and the people who work there. After sending our child there for over a
year, we've seen first hand that this is not only a business, but a lynchpin for social togetherness in this corner
of Austin. While certain improvements need to be made to make traffic flow more efficiently, these
businesses enhance the lives of residents in the area. With the successful existence of these organizations,
we further progress in the form of long-term investments on the vitality of Austin's neighborhoods. Creating
a super-highway through downtown will simply further the divide between neighborhoods and make living in
Austin less desirable for young families. Please allow businesses and residents near the 1-35 corridor to
continue pursuing happy lifestyle for their families. The last thing we need is another I-10 through Houston.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
No highway widening during a climate emergency! If anything should be done to 35 it should be removed or
capped.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #30.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2914 Matthew Rutledge

2915 Matthew Rutledge

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/18/2021 Email

I am opposed to widening I-35. It is a solution that will not help traffic improve. Please consider making 130
and I-45 non toll roads. Then make I-35 a toll road (you can make an interstate a toll road. Just look at
Pennsylvania).

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Why not wait and try to get additional money from Biden’s infrastructure plan to do this project the right way.
TXDOT could be a hero.

See response to comment #6.

Biden’s infrastructure plan wants to make roads safer, heal racial divides caused by highways, and make
roadways better for the environment. Sound familiar?

All eyes are on Austin, it’s all every news outlet is discussing. We can do this better. Please!!!

2917 Matthew Skawin

2918 Matthew Spence

2919 Matthew Spence

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/31/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/8/2021 Email

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-04-15/the-coming-battle-over-building-better-highways
We need more public transportation and less widening of highways. The i35 expansion will only cause more
traffic to happen and we will end up like LA, but worse.

See response to comment #8.

This is a terrible project that will not improve traffic and will cause irreparable harm to Austin. This project
should be abandoned and the section of I35 through downtown should either be buried or removed outright.

See response to comment #15.

Howdy,

See response to comment #6.

Please do not widen i35 through downtown. It won't make traffic better and will just cause more noise,
pollution, and lower property values in the urban core. Highway widening does not work, the Katy Freeway is
proof positive of that. This is a collosal waste of time and money.
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2920 Matthew Vaughn
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9/21/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2921 Matthew Vermaire

8/23/2021 Email

2922 Matthew Weigel

9/7/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
A wider I-35 only serves to cement the segregating effect of I-35. Induced traffic also means that widening I35 to reduce congestion is doomed to fail, and more thoughtful approaches are warranted. Expanding I-35 to
20 lanes is clearly not a good use of TXDOT's budget to address Austin congestion.

See response to comment #16.

See response to comment #6.
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TxDOT will continue to operate without a mandate from Austin's citizens until consideration for citizens is the
core for the capital express project. Comment periods like these feel futile given the continued pedantic
dismissal of the genuine concern. TxDOT will only further undermine public trust in our State institutions until
this infantilization of the public is aggressively addressed by Marc Williams and the executive leadership.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #2370.

TxDOT's public outreach programs are so aggressively minimized, there's 5 layers of management between
the people responsible for hearing and addressing the concerns of citizens and Marc Williams. There's only 3
layers of management between the people responsible for working the toll road operators and the Executive
Director and it shows.

2924 Matthew Wiegel

9/9/2021

Email

Prioritize our feedback and improve this process, TxDOT, and this project.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg promised “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider
and no higher.” Now, TxDOT is ignoring that promise and the Austin area community, refusing to study
alternatives, and seizing land. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2925 Matthew Wilson

8/16/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commission:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is a central thoroughfare in the State, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.

Please look at alternatives other than massively and further ruining the I-35 corridor through town.
Require non-local traffic to take 130, such as by swapping the toll status of those two roads.
I would support burying the highway and implementing ground-level parks and plazas, similar to the
Reconnect Austin strategy.
What we don't need is 10 to 20 lanes of asphalt straight through the heart of my city.
2927 Matthew Wright

9/1/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2928 matthewlchovanec

9/10/2021 Email

I am a business owner of a coffee shops/cafe/bar located 2 blocks east of 35 on 5th St, Wright Bros. Brew &
Brew. I am also a 20-year resident of Austin. I oppose any widening of I-35 and 10 years of construction in the
core of our city, all of which would exacerbate the dividing line effect that I-35 causes in our city. Even though
my business would benefit from the expanded east-west access on 5th St, widening 35 is not what’s best for
our city. Any option to modify 35 should put people and the community first, whether through enhanced
connectivity for our city, enhanced public transit, or anything that removes a high-speed corridor from our
city that does serve the people of our town. I am in alignment with that coalition of Austin City
Councilmembers (Casar, Harper-Madison, et al.) who have spoken as one for the need for this project to work
for our city and not further divide it and bring construction disruption and spending that could better serve
community and environmental improvements that would improve the quality of life for those actually living,
working, and running businesses in the shadow of 35.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2929 Maureen Coulehan

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am concerned about the expansion of I-35, and the impact to my health. I live very close to the south bound
access road currently. I understand that the expansion will bring more traffic closer to my house. Is it
possible to use the i-30 as a highway to add expansion to instead of I-35?

See response to comment #19.
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The two proposals are nearly identical, and TXDOT has not done required due diligence in exploring all other
viable options. Furthermore, federal studies indicate increased highway widths DO NOT reduce congestion.
The Katy Freeway is a prime example of how congestion became WORSE after TXDOT’s expansion.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

The proposals are inequitable, have not gone thru local community review, are hard for a layperson to read,
and will exacerbate issues already present by a split Austin.
No higher, no wider.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35
Capital Express Central project. This project will only hurt residents AND drivers in the long run. Prioritizing
single-occupant vehicle travel is simply not sustainable.
What happened to “no wider and no higher”? TxDOT is ignoring that promise and community pleas for the
same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's
footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than 140 local homes and businesses. Please make
sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35–TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need
meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2932 Maureen Mancuso

9/13/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2933 Maureen Mancuso

9/20/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.

I oppose TxDOT's recent proposals to widen I-35.
I recently moved to Austin from Chicago, and have been disappointed in the lack of public transportation and
walkable neighborhoods here. I am also very disappointed that local leaders are taking steps to further
establish large roadways at the direct expense of local homes and businesses. This step will make the city less
livable for many.
I encourage TxDOT to consider alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. All alternatives should be independently studied and
should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality
of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
community plans, goals, and values.

2935 Maureen Powers

2936 Maureen Saval

9/11/2021 Virtual
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Comment
Form
9/11/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
TexDOT should design transportation alternatives to reduce demand for the eyesore that is I35. For example,
a commuter electric train from San Antonio to Waco. This would get a lot of cars off the road, (assuming
there's public transportation available at the train stops). TexDOT needs to get with the 21st century!

See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #6.

As a homeowner in Hancock, I oppose TxDOT’s current plans for the I-35 Capital Express Central project
because the (two, virtually identical) alternatives still on the table:
• Would expand I-35 to a minimum of 20 lanes, displacing many residents and businesses, but would not even
relieve traffic congestion, according to one of TxDOT’s own engineers.
• Would not integrate the Project Connect plans for light rail service and expanded bus service
• Would provide infrastructure for only two cap-and-stitches between US290 East and MLK Blvd., meaning
that walking and biking across I-35 in north-central neighborhoods would likely become even more difficult
than it is now, given the lane expansion currently proposed.
The plans now under consideration are outdated rather than forward-looking. They fail to address the critical
need to reduce the pollution and noise created by car and truck traffic, encourage the use of public
transportation, and repair the community divide between East and West Austin created by the construction
of I-35.

2938 Mauri Small

9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Please urge the I-35 project leaders to return to the drawing board and reopen discussion with community
organizations representing all of us who are impacted by the I-35 construction plans.
As a homeowner in Hancock, I oppose TxDOT’s current plans for the I-35 Capital Express Central project
because the (two, virtually identical) alternatives still on the table:

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #6.

• Would expand I-35 to a minimum of 20 lanes, displacing many residents and businesses, but would not even
relieve traffic congestion, according to one of TxDOT’s own engineers.

• Would not integrate the Project Connect plans for light rail service and expanded bus service

• Would provide infrastructure for only two cap-and-stitches between US290 East and MLK Blvd., meaning
that walking and biking across I-35 in north-central neighborhoods would likely become even more difficult
than it is now, given the lane expansion currently proposed.

The plans now under consideration are outdated rather than forward-looking. They fail to address the critical
need to reduce the pollution and noise created by car and truck traffic, encourage the use of public
transportation, and repair the community divide between East and West Austin created by the construction
of I-35.
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I urge the I-35 project leaders to return to the drawing board and reopen discussion with community
organizations representing all of us who are impacted by the I-35 construction plans.

Mauri Small

2939 Mauricio Silveyra

9/10/2021 Email
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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I writing to express my concern about the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
I’m troubled that the TxDOT proposals for ‘improvement’ do not offer a plan to reduce car traffic. Both plans
call for running 20 lanes of traffic through downtown Austin. Experts agree that adding more roads only feeds
our dependence on cars. In a 2009 working paper called The Fundamental Law of Road Congestion: Evidence
from US Cities the authors concluded: “that an increased provision of roads is unlikely to relieve congestion.”
I-35 is regularly called the “most congested roadway” in Texas (Texas A&M Transportation Institute, Mobility
Division). More roads mean more cars means more traffic.
TxDOT should be pushing for more creative and innovative ways to reduce our reliance on vehicles as our
primary mode of transportation, especially at a time when some experts are saying that the rate of global
warming during the next 25 years could be double what it was in the previous 50.
Since its creation “I-35 has displaced, segregated and disenfranchised” the Black community in Travis and
Williamson counties. (Black Leaders Collective). The current proposals call for the demolition of more than
140+ commercial and residential properties of which more than a third of them are owned by people of color.
How do the proposed plans take into account Austin's Community Climate Plan (first adopted in 2015) that
calls for net-zero emissions in Austin by 2050? The ACCP has a stated goal of addressing racial equity while
reducing our community's greenhouse gas emissions and acknowledges that the “rate of global warming is
happening faster than we thought, so the need to lower emissions is more urgent than ever.”
The proposed plans do not improve the environmental, cultural, and community health, safety, level of
access, and quality of life of people who live and work along I-35. To boot TxDOT officials have even admitted
in public meetings that the plans won’t “even provide meaningful congestion relief.”
I urge TxDOT to reconsider community-based solutions like Reconnect Austin and see this as an opportunity
to
improve our air quality and mitigate the risk of climate change,
repair the racist legacy of the highway that has long divided our city,
reduce the noise in our surrounding neighborhoods and
save lives.
Ideally, the new plan would create a smaller footprint for highway design and apply that to the areas north of
MLK in Central neighborhoods where there is a great deal of pedestrian and bicycle traffic. This would also
allow for streets to be connected to the city grid making it possible to get around town without having to
drive on a highway.
Thank you.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #685.
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2943 Mavis Klemcke

9/1/2021
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I writing to express my concern about the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
I’m troubled that the TxDOT proposals for ‘improvement’ do not offer a plan to reduce car traffic. Both plans
call for running 20 lanes of traffic through downtown Austin. Experts agree that adding more roads only feeds
our dependence on cars. In a 2009 working paper called The Fundamental Law of Road Congestion: Evidence
from US Cities the authors concluded: “that an increased provision of roads is unlikely to relieve congestion.”
I-35 is regularly called the “most congested roadway” in Texas (Texas A&M Transportation Institute, Mobility
Division). More roads mean more cars means more traffic.
TxDOT should be pushing for more creative and innovative ways to reduce our reliance on vehicles as our
primary mode of transportation, especially at a time when some experts are saying that the rate of global
warming during the next 25 years could be double what it was in the previous 50.
Since its creation “I-35 has displaced, segregated and disenfranchised” the Black community in Travis and
Williamson counties. (Black Leaders Collective). The current proposals call for the demolition of more than
140+ commercial and residential properties of which more than a third of them are owned by people of color.
How do the proposed plans take into account Austin's Community Climate Plan (first adopted in 2015) that
calls for net-zero emissions in Austin by 2050? The ACCP has a stated goal of addressing racial equity while
reducing our community's greenhouse gas emissions and acknowledges that the “rate of global warming is
happening faster than we thought, so the need to lower emissions is more urgent than ever.”
The proposed plans do not improve the environmental, cultural, and community health, safety, level of
access, and quality of life of people who live and work along I-35. To boot TxDOT officials have even admitted
in public meetings that the plans won’t “even provide meaningful congestion relief.”
I urge TxDOT to reconsider community-based solutions like Reconnect Austin and see this as an opportunity
to
improve our air quality and mitigate the risk of climate change,
repair the racist legacy of the highway that has long divided our city,
reduce the noise in our surrounding neighborhoods and
save lives.
Ideally, the new plan would create a smaller footprint for highway design and apply that to the areas north of
MLK in Central neighborhoods where there is a great deal of pedestrian and bicycle traffic. This would also
allow for streets to be connected to the city grid making it possible to get around town without having to
drive on a highway.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #685.

I live one block from 35 and Riverside. But I use I-35 most days to commute, so I am vested in improvements
to the roadway. That said, I am extremely disappointed that TxDot is even considering widening the footprint
of I-35 through central Austin. There is no way to accomplish that without destroying what we know of as
downtown with a hideous gash which will generate more even more gridlock when it opens. (I think we all
know by this point that if you build more roadways, they really will come.). It's doubly tragic when burying the
freeway would pay for itself before too long by expanding the tax base by creating incredibly valuable new
properties to tax. TxDOT's current plan fails on all metrics -- environmental, traffic, aesthetics, equity, you
name it. Seems like the kind of monstrosity a central planner in some dictatorship totally unbeholden to the
public would come up with. I thought you could do better.
Consider options 2 or 3 as a priority as option one with tunneling was the most expensive with little to no
reward for bikes, emergencies systems, and had huge issues with utilities. Making sure that there are better
pedestrian connections between east and west Austin should be of the highest importance. Also added green
spaces throughout would also enhance the city and tourists.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #247.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2945 Max Elliott

9/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Hi Friends,
I am social worker who is deeply invested in the City of Austin, where I have lived for over 20 years. I have
studied and seen the damage that I-35 has done to separate members of this community. I worry that the
current proposal will exacerbate the pain and trauma that I-35 has inflicted upon us all, especially in the
underserved communities in East Austin.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1427.

I am a parent in the Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The
highway footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery.

A narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from
needless destruction.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.
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I cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed. Thank you for your consideration. Max
Elliott, LMSW

2946 Max Elliott

9/23/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Dear friends,
We all know that history of harm that I-35 has inflicted on Austinites, serving as a tool for segregation and
disenfranchisement for so many. Now is not the time to deepen these wounds. Now is the time to re-think
how I-35 can strengthen and bridge communities and be a tool of equity. I write to oppose the Texas
Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central
project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I do not support the two "alternative" plans Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) has proposed for
"fixing" I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” But TxDOT is:
1. Ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same,
2. Denying a full and robust study of meaningful alternatives
3. Indicating its intention to widen I-35's footprint by seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than 140
local homes and businesses.
TxDOT must be held to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and
consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address
community needs. All alternatives should be independently studied and should address transportation choice,
access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax
base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2948 Max Hoffman

9/9/2021

Email

You represent Austinites' last hope that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans, goals,
and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2950 Max Smirnoff

9/7/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

Hello, as a resident of Rainey neighborhood that's adjacent to I35, I'd like to voice my concern about the plan
to expand the surface area of the highway.
It's already noisy and unsightly as it is, and the area under the overpasses and adjacent to the highway only
invites homeless camps and often increased crime. Expanding it even more will not solve the traffic problem,
it'll just invite more traffic.
I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.

2951 Max Wallack

2952 Maxey Elliott

9/2/2021

Virtual
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9/21/2021 Email
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I am very concerned that comments about the function and width of the proposed highway have been
seemingly easily dismissed by TxDOT. There are two major problems: first, TxDOT uses inconsistent reasoning
to justify the highway (although they cite the majority of traffic is local, they insist on expanding the highway
for interstate travel purposes). Community groups have offered alternative proposals that re-allocate this
space for local traffic, and other modeling has shown interstate traffic would successfully route around the
City. Using the space only for local traffic is clearly in the best interest of residents. Second, TxDOT has
previously performed sound studies on other highways indicating they are perfectly fine with elevating sound
levels. The World Health Organization's Guidelines for Community Noise indicates that nearby residents
already observe what classifies as critical health effects, and indeed the expansion would remove a buffer and
cause residents on the east side of the highway to suffer more. Basing all analyses on the Equivalent Noise
Level does not translate to the real-world effects, such as drivers accelerating hard at odd hours of the night,
which can easily disturb residents' sleep.

For the residents of this neighborhood and City, we are asking you to consider our needs and enhance our
quality of life by using community proposals.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
I have been living in Austin for over 20 years and I and oppose the current TxDOT plan for the I-35 expansion.
We all know the the ways that I-35 has been used to divide and separate residents in Austin. Now is the time
to build transportation infrastructure that builds bridges and strengthens community. We need to bury the
highway from Airport Blvd through Lady Bird Lake and avoid condemning businesses and housing along the
corridor, instead using smarter design and better utilization of SH -130 to relieve congestion. I am a parent at
Escuelita del Alma. Widening I-35 would devastate our school and our community.

See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #7.
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Please send your TxDOT engineers back to the drawing board.

2953 Maximillian Pleason

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2954 maxyancy

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2955 May Taylor

9/11/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

2957 Mayra Cerda-Gomez

9/10/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2960 me1149

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2961 Meagan Bunker
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2962 Meaghan Forbis
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2965 Megan King

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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To take alternative 1 off the table with a new federal infrastructure bill with potential new funding is
unacceptable. TXDOT has continued to push their agenda and not listen to the community. A lowered
highway still separates the community and does not create a walkable neighborhood. We don’t need a major
highway going through the city, we need 130 to move commerce around austin, roads for local traffic to move
within the city, and sufficient public transportation. As proposed, option 2 is the best worse option but not
the solution to our traffic needs.
Expanding the 35 won’t solve our traffic issues. Destroying businesses and homes for a “solution” that experts
have said won’t work is immoral and stupid. Don’t put us through years of construction for this.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #271.

I support options 2 or 3, or any of the community alternatives. Anything that increases connectivity between
east and west and increases walkability would be great. Having a freeway/highway run through the middle of
a city is just terrible planning inherited from the car era. We need to move past that.

See response to comment #33.

As a parent of 2 young kids and a pediatrician, I am really concerned about the poor air quality potential in
expanding I-35. Additionally, I would love to see a plan that allows for more neighborhood connectability- we
would love to be able to cross I-35 to get to mueller by bike more easily.

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #1427.

I believe widening 35 is a bad idea, more lanes has never proven to help with traffic flow. Please look into
different options.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2967 Megan Peglar

9/1/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

2968 Megan Raby

9/16/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
We do not need to expand 35. These alternatives are ridiculous. We need to take steps to mitigate climate
change, which will not happen by adding lanes to I-35. We also need to strive to NOT displace homes and
business and to connect communities that have been historically hurt by highway developments. Listen to the
people. Be visionary. Don't rely on your old ways. Make the city more livable. Your current plans won't even
help with traffic congestion! This is completely absurd, and you need to change your approach. No wider and
no higher. Reflect the community's values. Complement the investments of Project Connect. Give us
something we can be proud of.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #4.

We are in a climate crisis. Expanding I-35 only encourages more dependence on cars and is not sustainable in
the long term.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1179

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2969 Megan Reardon

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2971 Megan Snopik

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Expanding I-35 will not address the traffic issues in the area, and we should be investing in greener, public
transportation infrastructure. This expansion costs too much — in terms of money, time, resources, as well as
in impact to our environment, homes, and small businesses in the area.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2973 Meggie Chou

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Entry
Source
Date
9/15/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I-35 through Austin downtown is a terrible 20th century idea that actually decreases the quality of the life of
the residents of downtown and the city overall. Many studies demonstrate this and many leading cities across
the world have already converted highways through the cities into walkable, likable, pedestrian accessible
parks and recreation areas that substantially increased the city life experience of the residents. The only
sustainable solution to traffic problems is to re-route highways around the cities and counter-intuitively, not
to build more highways but reduce them. Then people use public transportation and things improve for the
city. Here's a link to the transformation the cities have seen when they converted the highways into
boulevards, parks and recreation areas: https://www.businessinsider.com/highway-closing-citytransformation-2018-5
Thus, I'm writing to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as
part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
2975 Mehdi Mohades

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2976 Melanie Barnes

9/20/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. Please take a moment to consider this once in a 50 year opportunity to
repair the damage done to Austin by IH35's placement and impact. Beautiful and attractive alternatives exist!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.

TxDOT is ignoring its promises and community pleas for alternatives to widening and heightening IH35, while
denying a full and robust study of those meaningful alternatives.
Instead, it is signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical.
We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should
be independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1184

No.

Commenter Name

2977 Melinda Chow

Entry
Source
Date
9/22/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Those of us who live here in Austin, along with the many Texans and people around the world who visit this
great city, will have to live with the environmental, social, and financial consequences of these decisions for
decades. I urge you to hear our voices on this matter.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. The community proposals reflect proven effective
practices for improving the situation with transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, and economic health in mind, and they should be thoughtfully
considered rather than superficially dismissed as they have been.
TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that
address community needs. All alternatives should be independently studied and should address
transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life,
economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
2978 Melinda Chow

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

There are several examples of how highway expansion projects do not solve the congestion problems they are
purported to fix. Here are just a few articles:

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.

Smart Cities, https://www.smartcitiesdive.com/news/transportation-for-america-congestion-con/573772/;
Curbed (includes a link to transportation study), https://archive.curbed.com/2020/3/6/21166655/highwaytraffic-congestion-induced-demand;
Vox (video) https://www.vox.com/videos/22280067/highways-traffic-worse-congestion-expansion;
Bloomberg News (12 examples), https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-01-20/12-of-america-smost-questionable-highway-expansion-projects.
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In addition, there are so many community voices here in Austin who don't want this project, particularly the
environmental and social harm that it will surely cause, on top of decades of harms that have already been
caused by I-35. Those of us that live here, and the many that visit Austin, will have to suffer the consequences
of these decisions and I urge you to amplify our voices.

I am extremely disappointed that the promise made by the Texas Transportation Commission for I-35 to be
"no wider and no higher" will not be kept with this project. Community alternatives from Reconnect Austin,
https://reconnectaustin.com/; Rethink 35, https://www.rethink35.com/; and the Downtown Austin Alliance,
https://downtownaustin.com/what-we-do/current-projects/i35/; need to be taken much more seriously and
much more thoroughly studied rather than superficially dismissed as thy clearly have been.

2979 Melinda Robillard

2980 Melissa Chapman

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Thank you for your time, energy, and efforts to find ways to better serve Texans, and the many people from
around the world that visit Austin.
I am against this in-town expansion of I-35 as proposed.

As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The
highway footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A
narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from
needless destruction.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.

Having access to this affordable, walkable daycare is one of the key underpinnings to what I love about my
neighborhood and my city.
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Please stay diligent in your planning details and strongly consider this plea.

2981 Melissa Ferro

9/24/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I am writing to oppose the current proposal for expanding I-35 through Austin, for the following reasons:

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #160.

1. Expanding highways in this manner has been repeatedly shown to only increase congestion and drive
sprawl, with dire environmental and economic consequences. Cities around the world are now doing the
opposite, removing central city highways, benefitting their economies and the quality of life of their residents.
2. TxDOT consistently promised “no wider and no higher” and is now breaking that promise. Keep the original
promise!
3. The TxDOT plans will remove existing housing and decrease land for new housing, while Austin is in the
midst of a housing crisis.
4. The TxDOT plans will removing existing businesses and decrease land for new businesses, defying Texas’s
stated position of being a “pro-business” state.
5. TxDOT DID NOT thoroughly assess alternatives such as returning I-35 to being a boulevard, “cap and stitch”,
and other alternatives. These alternatives MIUST be properly assessed with respect to costs and benefits,
including transportation choice, QUALITY of life, and climate change.

2983 Melissa Gabriel

9/9/2021

Email

Please pause any continued activity on the existing TxDOT proposals and move forward with a transparent
and full-fledged assessment of the community alternatives proposed, including Reconnect Austin, Rethink35,
and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2984 Melissa Hall

2985 Melissa Robledo

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Expanding I-35 will not solve Austin's transportation problems and will probably increase traffic, if anything.
We need better solutions, including more public transportation

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2986 Melissa Scheinfeld
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9/15/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
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I urge you to reconsider the expansion of I-35 that would lead to the demolition of escuelita del alma. In
addition to being a loving, affordable, and high quality center for my children to learn Spanish, this school has
made it possible for my husband and me to live in central austin and go to work every day. The senseless
destruction of this treasured school would only contribute to the lack of affordability for families in central
Austin.

See response to comment #6.

Also, when all childcare systems broke down at the start of the pandemic, this is the only early childhood
center in the area that I know of that found a way to continue to care for the children of essential workers
immediately. Losing a flexible, creative, and high-performing school in escuelita del alma and move us in the
wrong direction in pursuing sustainable growth in this city.

2987 Melissa Seal

2988 Melissa Seal

8/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/17/2021 Email

I strongly urge you to consider other means of improving traffic and the ih35 corridor that will not require
demolition of neighborhoods and businesses in the cherrywood area.
Please do not widen 35. It is already a huge obstacle for the carless to get around. Instead consider closing
Austin off to through traffic and routing all non Austin bound trips around the city. Or put it underground.
What ever you do don't pave over the center of our city

See response to comment #19.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2989 Melissa Tothero
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9/13/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Please hear my Opposition to the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as
part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
I have lived in my home for 30 years as have all my closest neighbors. Please do not allow the widening of U35! It will ruin our special old-Austin feel.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2990 Melissa Trompeter

9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I-35 is congested enough so we need both upper and lower. Besides, downtown land should be preserved for
properties, green space, and mass transportation options. Eliminating the upper deck doesn't make sense. I
say expand the upper deck or put in a middle deck.

See response to comment #2370

1191

No.
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2991 Melissa Vogt

Entry
Source
Date
9/23/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
As Managing Director at The VORTEX, I have been involved with the Scoping Working Group established with
community stakeholders to offer feedback on this process. Our voices and requests have not been heard, and
the expansion of the highway in this manner is yet another huge rift between already underrepresented
communities on the East Side and the rest of Austin. Please stand up and say no to this egregious plan. I
understand that it will be extremely hard to find solutions that cause less harm, but it is the obligation of
TxDOT to do so, and the obligation of our city officials to support and amplify the voices calling for minimal
impact and a design that heals this deep scar that runs through the center of our city.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2992 Melissa Wertz

8/31/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.

2993 Melissa Wiginton

2994 Melody Valek

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/14/2021 Email

I find it absurd to spend this much time and money to solve a problem of carbon-fueled transportation when
that is killing our planet. We are building something for a way of life that I pray will be only history by the time
this project is completed. In addition, this option will reduce the quality of life for our Central city residents in
service to this backward-looking proposal. This is the wrong way to go. We need the energy and money
focused on alternatives.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
The answer to congestion in Austin is public rail, not more highways and cars.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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2995 Melynda Nuss
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9/24/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Austin's walkable downtown is a unique feature that attracts tourists from around the state. Recent
developments in the area east of the freeway make it attractive to link the areas east and west of the freeway
so that tourists and revelers can pass freely, and businesses can prosper.
I'd also like to mention that Loop 130 was originally built to lessen the impact of truck traffic on I35. When I've
driven 130, it's almost empty! Trucks should be encouraged to use 130, using lower tolls if necessary, rather
than building additional lanes onto I35.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2996 Meredith Balderston

9/23/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

2997 Meredith Brown

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

2998 Meredith Entrop

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am writing to voice my opposition to TxDOT's proposed expansion of I-35. I am, however, in support of the
community-supported alternatives recommended by Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the ULI Technical
Assistance Team.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

The expansion of I-35 through Austin's urban core would further divide our community, degrade the appeal of
our city to outside investors and new businesses, and diminish our city's value to the Texas economy.
Furthermore, expanding I-35 fails to address the underlying cause of congestion in downtown Austin, which is
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the lack of transit options beyond the automobile.

It is for these reasons I oppose TxDOT's proposed expansion alternatives.

2999 Meredith Harrison

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3000 Meredith Wild

9/1/2021
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Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As a native Texan who plans to move to Austin in the coming years. I do not at all approve or appreciate this
one bit. Massive highways do very little to improve my transit and do little to improve our cities. It further
complicates everyone's lives, especially those that live within the cities. Massive highways like this are ugly
and take precious time away from my life and millions of other lives. We want public transportation. We need
a more robust public transportation system. Not only do they cut down on accidents, but they allow
communities to be more close knit. They foster a greater sense of familiarity with one another. Stop bowing
to the demands of lobbyists. Stop with the deprioritization of native Texans and those that would like to move
to our beautiful state and into our beautiful cities. We have much to be proud of in this glorious state, but
massive highways and hours long traffic is not it. Please for the love of everything good, do not do this. I have
on occasion considered moving out of this state because natural beauty and intelligent travel do not seem to
matter to the powers that be. And if I ever make that decision I would urge others to do the same. Please do
not add reason to want to leave. Please do not make this great state a miserable place to live in. We deserve
fresher air and happier citizens. Please consider what is just and good, not what is unintelligent and so called
profitable. Money is not the only way to profit. Living with happy and healthy people is beneficial. Living in a
lush green space is beneficial. Living intelligently with consideration to the millions of people that share space
with you is beneficial. Living with clean air and a clear conscious is beneficial.

See response to comment #8.
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3001 Meredith Williams

3002 Merve Agar
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Please do not further ruin our beautiful city with more concrete.

See response to comment #6.

The I-35 Capital Express Central project is unnecessary and will not result in any impactful improvement to
Austin's issues. The city should instead be investing in and expanding existing public transit.

See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3004 Micaela Roberts

3005 Micah Barber

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
We in Cherrywood already deal with the impact of a highway right in our backyard. With plans to expand
further in to our neighborhood we will pay in both house pollution, air pollution, and danger to our children.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #1996.

As a resident of East Austin, I strongly oppose the widening of the I-35 footprint as currently presented. I
understand that TXDOT's task is to build roads & improve car transit. But it is incredibly shortsighted to plow
straight ahead into a future that demands entirely different thinking.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #685.

A question: Why can't we work together, with the City of Austin and its residents? Austin has proven it can go
big (see recent $1B transit plan approved by voters). Let us go big together, for something that will improve
Austin and improve Texas. Why not find a solution that meets transit goals AND is forward-thinking?
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Further, as a multi-racial family with a history of involvement in Austin east of I-35, we know well how I-35 has
been a historical tool of division. It's a scar straight across the city. Our future will be fewer cars, not more.
Our future will be more pedestrian and bicycle transit, more green space, less pollution and less noise. Our
decisions today impact that future tremendously. Please work with us for a future that benefits all.

3006 Micah Stroup

9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I am highly disappointed in the options proffered by TXDOT for the expansion of I-35 through Central Austin.
It seems abundantly clear that the TXDOT design standards of our vast, primarily rural state, have been
applied to an urban core with severely deleterious effects. I feel the city’s residents have been given an
ultimatum of the lesser of three evils. The only proposal that attempts to ameliorate the “original sin” of
callously dividing the city along racial lines in the original incarnation of the interstate in 1956 has been
deemed too expensive for further exploration. The remaining two options still in consideration exacerbate the
division, both physically and through eminent domain. The loss of taxable property by aggressively increasing
the ROW in these proposals will reverberate through our communities, city and state for generations.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #1427.

The idea that the future of Austin will be largely determined by a team of engineers rather than urban
planners baffles the mind. Kindly review the proposal Reconnect Austin, put together by individuals who are
actually qualified to think through the shaping of our city.
Also consider rerouting I-35 outside of Central Austin by switching the designation of I-35 and SH-130. As a
resident of NE Central Austin, I for one would be amenable to paying a toll to access a highway of far less size
and scope than the current incarnation of I-35 while rerouting regional traffic to the city’s outskirts.

3007 Michael Agresta

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I encourage you to reach out to the Federal Government to explore alternative funding strategies that aim to
reunite divided cities. Reunifying the city, providing space for affordable housing, and increasing recreational
space must be unwavering pillars of this project. “No wider, no higher” must be accomplished in this instance.
Respect the existing 204’ ROW.
Our family home is very near the Woodland exit of I-35. I urge you not to build either of these proposals. They
strike me as designed to serve suburban and exurban sprawl at the expense of people who live in Central
Austin. You'll meet with a lot of opposition from Central Austin people if you try to push these through.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.

I am unhappy about the evictions, especially of dense, affordable apartment buildings like Aria Grande, and
changes to the right of way. I'm unhappy about the construction and years-long mobility problems stemming
from it. I would like to see a change of the interstate routing onto SH-130, so the current I-35 corridor through
downtown takes less thru traffic and tractor-trailers. I'd be happy to see one or two dedicated
HOV/transit/emergency lanes using the existing downtown highway lanes. There's no need for so many
people to be taking single-occupancy cars around the central city. If we persuade them to carpool and use
dedicated-lane transit, that will reduce load on the highway more than building new lanes, which will only
feed car-oriented sprawl and invite more cars on the roadways throughout Central Austin (not just on the
highway).
I DEFINITELY don't think we need to redesign the Woodland/I-35 crossing. It works perfectly fine as-is. None
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of my neighbors complain about it. If anything, the issue with is the Riverside/I-35 crossing, which you don't
address in these plans. The Riverside highway intersection should be rebuilt as the Blue Line is installed to
help traffic flow more efficiently through and evading the traffic lights there.

3008 Michael Avila

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3010 Michael Brown

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. No Wider, No Higher!
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values. No Wider, No Higher!
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3011 Michael Burns
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9/24/2021 Virtual
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I had hoped that TxDOT could develop a solution that would emulate Boston's Big Dig, putting the interstate
underground and using the capped highway right-of-way for parks, buildings, and streets.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.

Alternately, I have heard of a community alternative that would revert the current highway land to East
Avenue, mending the central city. Interregional traffic could follow 130 or other bypasses around the city.
Commuters would have to find other solutions, much as they avoid IH-35 already. Local traffic would continue
to use the existing surface streets and benefit from slower speeds and fewer people passing through..
Of the options currently under consideration, I oppose anything that deepens and/or widens the ditch in the
middle of Austin. I believe that leaves only the option to leave it as it is.

3012 Michael Cooper

3013 Michael Craigue

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/14/2021 Email

If we cannot be more imaginative than adding lanes to the current mess, then I support leaving IH-35 as it is.
As a long time Austin resident and frequent user of I35 please continue to go forward with your plans for
expansion. It is vital that this project continues so that our region can continue to thrive, prosper and have
safe roadways for it's citizen.
This project is essential.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Rethink35 and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of I-35 through Austin
as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National Environmental Policy Act,
should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I was going to write my own message, but I agree 100 percent with the below one. I do not want resources
wasted on unimaginative and harmful "inprovements" such as the proposed lane expansions. Car-centric
short-sightedness shouldn't hold us back any longer.
I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

3015 Michael DiLeo

8/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
For the love of God, do not turn I-35 into the fucking Katy Freeway. It's not 1950 anymore! Stop it! We don't
want an expanded highway in our city core. You're going to tear down our houses and businesses for a
highway that's going to force people to live further out, thus forcing more people to drive, and will
immediately get backed up, JUST LIKE THE KATY FREEWAY! Stop! Haven't you heard of induced demand?

See response to comment #19.
See ersponse to comment #33.

The rethink 35 plan was beautiful! Instead, you're going to remove homes, business, and make it harder to
people to get across town in a reasonable manner because they now have to content with an even bigger
desolate wasteland of a highway that they have to cross! NO!
Look, most people on 35 are trying to get across the city anyway, not into it. Highway 130 already does this.
Instead of routing even more through traffic through the city core, let people that are going to the other side
go around.
I absolutely hate this Robert Moses way of bulldozing our cities to place highways. But go ahead, model the
Katy Freeway. Surely, THAT is the way to go. No one ever gets backed up there! Adding more lanes always
solves traffic. Just like the Katy Freeway. Why give people a reasonable way to live closer to town, shops,
transit, and safer bike lanes - you know, getting cars off the road - when you can build an expensive highway
and focus more on forcing people out into the burbs, where they have to drive in order to do anything. It's the
American dream.
What could go wrong?
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3017 Michael Galdo

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Why are we widening 35? It should be lowered and capped, and made into a "business" slower speed
highway with all the through traffic routed around the city.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #4324.

Think of all the wastes real estate, the noise, the aesthetic harm!
Why have one of the finest cities in the world continued to be married by a hellish bumper to bumper
highway experience through the heart of downtown?
The existing plan won't help traffic in even the medium-term!

Current frontage road posted speeds within the project area
range between 40-50 mph. Posted speeds are determined
once construction is complete. For all proposed build
alternatives, TxDOT is lowering frontage road speeds to
35mph.
TxDOT routinely evaluates the design guidance, which includes
design speed, and must comply with federal and state
standards for highway design, including TxDOT’s Roadway
Design Manual, the AASHTO Policy on Geometric Design of
Highways and Streets and the Texas Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices.
Design speed is used explicitly for determining minimum
values for road design, such as horizontal curve radius and
sight distance based on the roadway function and
classification. Roadway geometric design features such as
cross-section elements, lane widths, shoulder width, etc., are
determined based on the road function and safety in relation
to the design speed.
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The posted speed limit is normally set at the nearest value to
the 85th percentile speed ending in 5 or 0 of the observed
speed of a group of vehicles traveling on a section of road. City
governments and TxDOT must conduct traffic and engineering
studies according to requirements outlined in TxDOT's
publication, Procedures for Establishing Speed Zones, when
setting a speed limit on the state highway system.

3018 Michael Gonzalez

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I am a frequent user of I-35 living in E Riverside and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an
expansion to ensure that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the
expansion and completion of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the strong options that are on the table for expansion. It is important to move forward with one
of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through downtown can occur and keep Austin
moving.

3019 Michael Gonzalez

8/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.
Cap and Bury the highway from 71 to 183, Add metro train lines,add managed lanes, and bring back East Ave.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. Those alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of
life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
local goals.

3021 Michael Haertel

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central Texas.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3022 Michael Herman

9/9/2021
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Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I 35 is in desperate need of fixing, I understand you know more than anyone, has thought been given to a
Truck contra flow lane when it is addressed?

Comment noted.
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3024 Michael Husted
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I am very troubled by the radical changes to I-35 outlined during the Cherrywood Open House on Wednesday
9/8. I am concerned about the impact on local businesses and homeowners in the community. I want to
know the economic and environmental impact of the significant disruptions proposed. I personally believe we
need to adhere to the "no wider and no higher" slogan from Texas Transportation Commission Chair J. Bruce
Bugg. Additionally, I believe trucks should be routed onto Toll Road 130 or incentivized to loop around I-35
rather than straight through downtown. I believe Alternative One or No Build should be considered -- no
wider, no higher.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #271.
See response to comment #1996.

See response to comment #19.

You've seen the pre-made template letter but my take is that this expansion is, in so many ways, throwing
good money after bad. Use your common sense. Highway expansions don't work anymore in part because
driving behavior is the worst it's ever been. If you follow through, rest assured that in 5 years we'll all be
wondering who the idiot was that designed the updated mess we'll have to navigate.
I do support toll roads but something to try now would be to remove the tolls out east thereby encouraging
more diversion. Just a thought. But know that this proposal does not receive my support whatsoever.
3025 Michael Kallstrom

8/11/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

3026 Michael Kiel

9/9/2021

Email

The City of Austin recently initiated a pedestrian-cyclist project to improve access from the Wilshire Woods
Neighborhood to the Hancock Center under the IH35 Upper Deck. Despite the project being implemented,
cyclists continue to cut through our private parking lot rather than using the recently installed designated
lanes. In addition congestion along Wilshire Woods has greatly increased and we have experienced a loss of
available parking. We do not want to see continued infringement on women-owned, local businesses along
IH35 due to expansion projects that only benefit a few and become underutilized.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

Good Morning,
My name is Michael Kiel and I am a graduate student at the LBJ School of Public Affairs and a current intern at
the City of Austin. I am writing to express my fervent and deep desire that the City of Austin blocks the Texas
Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals to expand I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express
Central project.
I live right by the highway and find it an embarrassing eyesore in the city. I would prefer that it be torn down--at the moment, it continues misguided federal policy from the 20th century to keep communities apart. The
entire project stems from an age of racial segregation.
The noise from the highway bothers me as I sleep, study, and work. Expanding the lanes could be the single
worst thing that could happen for the people of Austin. No city has ever expanded a highway and seen a
positive change---peer reviewed studies show that traffic does not get better. Rather, such expansions
incentivize more highway infrastructure, developments, and congestion. The only long term solution is to
invest in transportation alternatives that promote a safer and more equitable Austin.
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I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #4.

On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Thank you,

3028 Michael Lencioni

3029 Michael Lewis

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/13/2021 Email

Michael Koernig
Build Alternative 3 seems like the best plan given the growth of austin

See response to comment #33.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. I-35 is a fixture of systemic racism that cuts through the heart of Austin: we
can't fix that by making it wider.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3030 Michael Lucrezi

3031 Michael Malak

3032 Michael Maragoudakis

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Please do not expand I35 into Cherrywood as there are businesses and homes which have roots imbedded in
Cherrywood. Our government has also not taken our opinion into consideration when it comes to this
expansion and do not realize the damage this expansion will do to our community.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.

I oppose the widening of lanes on I-35 through downtown Austin.

See response to comment #6.

I Reject ALL TxDot build alternatives and support NCINC

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Dear City of Austin Elected Officials and Managers,
The proposed widening of I-35 by the Texas Department of Transportation is completely unacceptable. This
will not help congestion on this thoroughfare, and is will only exacerbate existing problems such as air quality,
noise pollution and accidents involving automobiles. I-35 is already a scar through the middle of our beautiful
city. Why would we open an old wound even more? We need a long term solution that thoroughly minimizes
the impact of I-35 on our transportation network, while allowing for the free flow of more effective, less
polluting forms of transportation. Highways are a 20th century solution to the 21st century problems we are
encountering. Its time we address potential solutions by way of expert analysis and seriously consider
alternative plans, such as putting I-35 underground through downtown.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3035 Michael Moritz

9/24/2021 Email

3036 Michael Mosser

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/11/2021 Email

3037 Michael Nahas

Lastly, it is imperative to get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and
community plans, goals, and values.
Do not expand I-35 in Austin. Consider community led alternatives. Remove I-35 and build a boulevard in
downtown Austin. Invest in regional transit, walkability, and true safety measures. No one likes traffic, no one
likes driving, freeways are dangerous and ugly. Do the right thing, tear down I-35 and restore Austin.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.

Do not, under any circumstances, widen I-35 to 20 lanes. That will be a multigenerational mistake that would
dwarf any commercial or perceived traffic flow alleviation issues.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I am writing to oppose TxDOT's recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
Austinites hate I-35, for good reason. It's dangerous to drive on, unpleasant to be near, and it cuts through the
city. But TxDOT's plan isn't a good one.
We need to look at other options like Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and
Stitch.
We also need other measures. We can encourage thru-traffic to not travel on I-35, by making 45 free and
moving the toll to I-35. We can discourage all traffic by making downtown parking market-rate. And we can
shift rush-hour traffic by having penalties for parking during rush hour and bonuses for parking during nonrush-hour.
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Please talk to Austinites and make sure this lasting change is good for Austin.

3038 Michael Natenberg

9/16/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3039 Michael Novak

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Alternative 1 was by far the best proposal even though it was backwards thinking. The tunnel in the proposal
should have been for a subway.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #271

The road needs to either be moved under ground or replaced with public transportation.

3040 Michael Orr

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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This is an embarrassment to the community as Texas continues to lag behind the modern world.
Take down the upper deck. Run I35 underground and cap it through downtown. Reunite East Austin with
West Austin.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #1427.
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I own several properties in the immediate vicinity of the proposed plan and have followed closely on account
of this. Every rendering of this plan that I have seen is an absolute disaster. This is backward thinking that
might have been acceptable in 1975, but is surely not now given the challenges that cities like Austin are
facing. We need approaches to growth that take into account housing, density, affordability, and the
environment. What I see in these renderings does none of those. Please study the way in which many small
cities, particularly in places like the Netherlands, have made massive improvements to their cities by
diversifying infrastructure and transportation options. This over reliance on highway infrastructure is
detrimental in so many ways. Please reconsider and look to the future, not the past.
Do not widen 35, add double decker anywhere, don’t even rebuild it. Remove 35 from urban areas.

See response to comment #8.
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3042 Michael Pepe

8/19/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
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Form
9/16/2021 Virtual
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Comment
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9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/13/2021 Virtual
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Comment
Form
9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

3043 Michael Pinkston

3044 Michael Reed

3045 Michael Robinson

3046 Michael Robinson
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See response to comment #6.

If we don’t remove it, lower it but do not widen.

Please, whatever is done. Do not include toll lanes for the wealthy. We all have a right to use a road, not just
those who can afford to pay extra just to drive.

Comment noted.

I’m glad improvements are being made. Priority should be placed on everyone but people in cars. Building
more capacity for cars encourages more car usage. Everything must be done to encourage every other mode
of transportation, bike, walk, bus, train, and even carpooling.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

Do not widen to 20 lanes! Keep the city walkable with parks on top of the freeway

See response to comment #6.

My children attend preschool along the I-35 frontage road. Please bury the highway (option 1) to reduce
pollution at playgrounds for children.

See response to comment #15.
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3047 Michael Rooney

Entry
Date
9/9/2021

Source

Comment

Response

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3048 Michael Rose

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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3049 Michael Sailors

Entry
Source
Date
9/22/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3050 Michael Sanders

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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3051 Michael Scharf
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9/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Comment

Response

Key to this city's future is a working transportation system. Any successful system requires the active use of
users, NOT the wild ideas of political operatives striving to control the way people live. the alternatives
presented here are good options for a horrible existing Interstate.

See response to comment #7.

I know the history of I35 and how it has served as a dividing line in Austin. But, we have to work on our civil
society and bringing people together. Expand the I35, destroy the I35, whatever is decided will NOT impact
this issue.

Therefore the options we choose should be the most practical, the most effective way to improve
transportation in Austin for the next 20+ years. No magic, no elimination of personal automobiles, no
reconfiguration of Austin's housing stock to move the majority of residents into high rise apartments close to
downtown.

3052 Michael Seday

3053 Michael Shannon

3054 Michael Shear

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/7/2021 Email

I support TxDOT's work on improving the I35 and recommend moving forward with the selected alternative.
I do business with TxDot by having to use TxTag. I pay TxDOT/TxTag every time I use the toll way. If there was
another choice or TxDOT used E-ZPass or other service. But for now I am a customer of TxDOT according to
Texas Transportation Code §201.811(a)(5).

Comment noted.

I'm disappointed that option 1 was ruled out - I really don't think that increasing the ground-level footprint of
I35, especially through the downtown and near north side, is a good idea. It's already a formidable barrier
between the east and west sides - I really don't like the idea of making that barrier bigger, and even less
amenable to crossing on foot or bicycle.

See response to comment #271.
See response to comment #1427.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my proposal to expand the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT to include the development of a secure network of distributed work centers to help
systematically ‘localize’ some jobs while specifically alleviating congestion along this valuable stretch of
highway. We can no longer ignore the potential of broadband technologies (not WFH) to halp make
transportation systems more efficient.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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3055 Michael Smith
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3056 Michael Stevens

9/14/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
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3057 Michael Sullivan

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Comment

Response

Please don’t widen I-35.

See response to comment #6.

More lanes is bad, pointless policy as it will not fix traffic and it is bad for the environment and exacerbates
bad land use policy.. But, if you must add more lanes, they must be added without widening.
Please reconsider widening 35 and eliminating the businesses along the current feeder road. I will be
particularly upset about loosing a business like Los Altos. The amazing staff and food is an important part of
the community here. Please go have lunch their yourself and see what you would dismantle if you choose not
to innovate. You will continue to make the news for positive or negative reasons. You can really draw a lot of
positive attention if you rethink destroying businesses and neighborhoods and alternatively do something
amazing and innovative.
Plans 3 and 4 are ridiculous solutions to the ongoing problem of I35 traffic.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1996.

21 lanes are an overkill.
Taking out part of the east side Cherrywood neighborhood is damaging to both the health of the city
(increased pollution) and the health of the Cherrywood neighborhood.
I urge you to come up with an alternate solution that does not involve a superhighway through the center of
Austin.

3058 Michael Tully

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

We are not Houston, and we deserve better from TXDOT.
To Whom It May Concern,

See response to comment #160.

I just wanted to write to say that I have a child who currently attends Escuelita Del Alma and his baby
brother—who is joining us in this world in December—will also be attending Escuelita, and my family
wholeheartedly objects to the idea of Escuelita being demolished in favor of a widened highway. If anything, I
would like to see a world in which a highway interstate does not bifurcate Austin at all. Anyway, just my
humble two cents, but as a resident of a nearby neighborhood in which these TxDOT changes are being
considered, I wanted to express the sincere feelings of my household. Thank you!

Sincerely,

Michael Tully (and family)
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3059 Michael Tzaperas

Entry
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Date
9/23/2021 Email
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Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3060 Michael Whitney

9/1/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

3061 Michael Whitney

9/20/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I wholeheartedly object to the proposed TxDOT plans to expand and otherwise rebuild I-35 through
downtown Austin. There are numerous better options that should be explored fully (and not dismissed out of
hand by plan architects). The proposed widening of I-35 (adding lanes, etc) does not improve traffic flow or
reduce traffic; It likely worsens both. It further separates East Austin from downtown. Displaces families.
Destroys businesses. And goes against best practices, prevailing trends and Austin interests from start to
finish. Please do not force this bad decision on the people of Austin.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Please reconsider the proposal and push for TXDOT to listen to viable alternatives.
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3062 Michael Zeyda
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3063 Michael Ziebell

9/14/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3064 Michalyn Porter

9/1/2021
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Virtual
Public
Meeting

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Make all the large trucks and through traffic use 130 instead of I-35. That road isn't used enough, and 35 is
too dangerous and crowded already. That would reduce smog and travel issues for those of us who actually
live here.

See response to comment #19.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I live in Hyde Park, near the Airport Blvd intersection with IH35. I'd like to see a smaller footprint highway
design applied to areas north of MLK in Central neighborhoods (just as they are being considered for areas
downtown) where there is a great deal of pedestrian and bicycle traffic and where we need to connect streets
to city grid. We are urban, we are a neighborhood and a car-centric design through this part of the city is not
appropriate and goes against trends in other cities where they are rethinking the role of the highway in the
central areas of cities (and taking them out all together).
As a native Austinite, a fourth generation Texan, and a physician that works closely with children I know the
history of this freeway and the long-term negative effects living near a large freeway has on so many children
locally. Usually they are low- or moderate-income, black or brown, and have little or no choice. Please ensure
you thoroughly review the literature from California Air Resources Board here:
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/children-and-air-pollution before committing to a projects with
such dire consequences. Do not build what you would build in Houston, Dallas, or San Antonio. Austin is not
one of those places. We choose to live here because it is different. We have higher standards when it comes
to sustainability, social justice, and preparing ALL of our next generation for success. PLEASE ensure this
project lives up to those standards. Do not let computer modeling "induce demand" to enrich those who
stand to benefit at the expense of many others who stand to become worse off. This kind of project has the
potential to do so much good, or so much bad for more than a generation in the heart of our great city, in the
heart of our great state.
Current plans to widen I35 won't make much of a difference for traffic but will continue to insert an
environmental impediment to justic and equity in Austin. These plans feel like an archaic bandaid that will
generate the appearance of addressing issues but that in fact do very little to tackle important questions of
climate resisiliancy, mobility and justice. Time to start from scratch, y'all.

See response to comment #7.

I have been watching plans for I35 and recently learned that options 2 and 3 are the only ones on the table. I
strongly object as someone in an adjacent neighborhood. We cannot be running a giant highway, even
depressed, through the middle of the city. While getting rid of the upper decks is a laudable goal, replacing
them with a giant highway is the wrong way to do it. There are schools, hospitals and residences nearby and
the air pollution alone is enough to rethink this.

See response to comment #6.
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3066 Michele Grieshaber
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3067 Michele LaGrone

9/2/2021

3068 Michele Martell
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3069 Michele Ostrow
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See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
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3070 Michele Starkloff
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9/22/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3071 Michelle

9/24/2021 General
Website
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
This is what I voiced to my council person:

See response to comment #30

we need real traffic solutions, any interference with TXDOT's IH35 plans, in an effort to create something
other than the ability to move traffic, seems ineffective. Additionally, I have concerns about tunneling under
Lady Bird Lake, the distance is so minimal for the cost, and as one of the flash flood capitals of the world, it
doesn't seem smart to do this. With climate change, we expect storms and flooding to increase, so anything
underground seems shortsighted. We witnessed what happened with the subways in NYC recently, and we
see the terrible financial problem their transit system has. There have to be more cost effective, less
environmentally impactful methods, that will actually move traffic. Thank you for considering my thoughts.
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3072 Michelle Adebisi
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9/17/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3073 Michelle Ahmad

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3074 Michelle Behnke

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
No additional traffic or building to alleviate traffic in downtown. This area is an asset to Austin for
entertainment, green spaces for healthy living, business and residential living. Precious. Protect it.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Comment
Form
3075 Michelle Betz

9/13/2021 Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3076 Michelle Broecker

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I am an Austin resident advocating for more creative problem solving for our mobility issues through the I35
corridor.

See response to comment #6.

I do not want I-35 to be extended/widened or to have HOV lanes installed. The Department of Transportation
should prioritize the community’s proposed plans to turn I-35 into a boulevard or to bury it.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #247.

Widening highways does not solve traffic woes. We need to increase alternate forms of transportation such as
biking, walking, and taking trains. The plan to expand I-35 makes the area dangerous for residents and visitors
to the downtown corridor by increasing exposure to pollution, exposure to fast moving cars, and
disincentivizing walking or biking. Downtown Austin is also a popular tourist destination in part because it is
walkable from downtown to residential areas on the other side of the current highway. Expansion will no
doubt negatively impact businesses in commercial districts on either side of the highway by making the area
unattractive, loud, and dangerous to pedestrians. No amount of pedestrian bridges would rectify this damage.

3079 Michelle Long

9/15/2021 Email

3080 Michelle Neeley

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

TxDOT must NOT expand I-35 and should instead embrace community proposals for a walkable and beautiful
solution to I-35’s shortcomings. The community proposals will improve the health of residents and the
economic returns for business owners, leading to continuously thriving city.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am looking forward to the much needed upgrade of the current roadway.
I am excited for these improvements and hope they don't take long to complete. I typically try to avoid I-35
like the plague, but recently moved to a neighborhood right on the corridor so it's unavoidable at this point.
The absolute worst stretch of the road is between Oltorf and Cesar Chavez, even early on a Sunday morning,
when no other parts of the road have any traffic, it is congested.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

The renderings at the intersections look really nice and I hope the on/off ramps have a sufficient length and
appropriate signage to avoid confusion for drivers. As they are now, they can be extremely abrupt and really
slow down the flow of traffic. I also hope the concept on the trail at Lady Bird Lake doesn't close down that
portion of the trail during construction!
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #685.

I writing to express my concern about the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
I’m troubled that the TxDOT proposals for ‘improvement’ do not offer a plan to reduce car traffic. Both plans
call for running 20 lanes of traffic through downtown Austin. Experts agree that adding more roads only feeds
our dependence on cars. In a 2009 working paper called The Fundamental Law of Road Congestion: Evidence
from US Cities the authors concluded: “that an increased provision of roads is unlikely to relieve congestion.”
I-35 is regularly called the “most congested roadway” in Texas (Texas A&M Transportation Institute, Mobility
Division). More roads mean more cars means more traffic.
TxDOT should be pushing for more creative and innovative ways to reduce our reliance on vehicles as our
primary mode of transportation, especially at a time when some experts are saying that the rate of global
warming during the next 25 years could be double what it was in the previous 50.
Since its creation “I-35 has displaced, segregated and disenfranchised” the Black community in Travis and
Williamson counties. (Black Leaders Collective). The current proposals call for the demolition of more than
140+ commercial and residential properties of which more than a third of them are owned by people of color.
How do the proposed plans take into account Austin's Community Climate Plan (first adopted in 2015) that
calls for net-zero emissions in Austin by 2050? The ACCP has a stated goal of addressing racial equity while
reducing our community's greenhouse gas emissions and acknowledges that the “rate of global warming is
happening faster than we thought, so the need to lower emissions is more urgent than ever.”
The proposed plans do not improve the environmental, cultural, and community health, safety, level of
access, and quality of life of people who live and work along I-35. To boot TxDOT officials have even admitted
in public meetings that the plans won’t “even provide meaningful congestion relief.”
I urge TxDOT to reconsider community-based solutions like Reconnect Austin and see this as an opportunity
to
improve our air quality and mitigate the risk of climate change,
repair the racist legacy of the highway that has long divided our city,
reduce the noise in our surrounding neighborhoods and
save lives.
Ideally, the new plan would create a smaller footprint for highway design and apply that to the areas north of
MLK in Central neighborhoods where there is a great deal of pedestrian and bicycle traffic. This would also
allow for streets to be connected to the city grid making it possible to get around town without having to
drive on a highway.
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I writing to express my concern about the I-35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.

I’m troubled that the TxDOT proposals for ‘improvement’ do not offer a plan to reduce car traffic. Both plans
call for running 20 lanes of traffic through downtown Austin. Experts agree that adding more roads only feeds
our dependence on cars. In a 2009 working paper called The Fundamental Law of Road Congestion: Evidence
from US Cities the authors concluded: “that an increased provision of roads is unlikely to relieve congestion.”
I-35 is regularly called the “most congested roadway” in Texas (Texas A&M Transportation Institute, Mobility
Division). More roads mean more cars means more traffic.
TxDOT should be pushing for more creative and innovative ways to reduce our reliance on vehicles as our
primary mode of transportation, especially at a time when some experts are saying that the rate of global
warming during the next 25 years could be double what it was in the previous 50.
Since its creation “I-35 has displaced, segregated and disenfranchised” the Black community in Travis and
Williamson counties. (Black Leaders Collective). The current proposals call for the demolition of more than
140+ commercial and residential properties of which more than a third of them are owned by people of color.
How do the proposed plans take into account Austin's Community Climate Plan (first adopted in 2015) that
calls for net-zero emissions in Austin by 2050? The ACCP has a stated goal of addressing racial equity while
reducing our community's greenhouse gas emissions and acknowledges that the “rate of global warming is
happening faster than we thought, so the need to lower emissions is more urgent than ever.”
The proposed plans do not improve the environmental, cultural, and community health, safety, level of
access, and quality of life of people who live and work along I-35. To boot TxDOT officials have even admitted
in public meetings that the plans won’t “even provide meaningful congestion relief.”
I urge TxDOT to reconsider community-based solutions like Reconnect Austin and see this as an opportunity
to improve our air quality and mitigate the risk of climate change,
repair the racist legacy of the highway that has long divided our city, reduce the noise in our surrounding
neighborhoods and save lives.
Ideally, the new plan would create a smaller footprint for highway design and apply that to the areas north of
MLK in Central neighborhoods where there is a great deal of pedestrian and bicycle traffic. This would also
allow for streets to be connected to the city grid making it possible to get around town without having to
drive on a highway.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I've seen the proposed plans and maps put forth by TXDOT and Bruce Bugg, and not only do they go against
their promises to go "no higher and no wider," but they also look monstrously convoluted. Driving on 35 is
already a nightmare. These TXDOT proposed plans would only make it more so.
If anything, we need LESS car traffic going through the 35 corridor, and more options for green space, public
transportation like buses, rail, bikes, and pedestrians. Austin could be a model for other cities by designing
transportation with a focus on moving more people in a more friendly and healthy environment. There are
multiple proposals for doing this. Why are you not giving them proper consideration? I for one am tired of
living in a car-centric environment.

3084 Michelle Whalen

3085 Michelle Zhang

9/7/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Email

Please give ample consideration to Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and
Stitch proposals. They are better options for our environment, climate, and providing us with a more livable
city.
The plan to eradicate essential Austin buildings and housing for low and mid income families is unethical.
Making traffic patterns wider will make that area uglier than it needs to be and excessively costly.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1226

No.

Commenter Name

3086 Mick Hawton

3087 Mickey Ferguson

3088 Mihnea Dumitrescu

Entry
Source
Date
9/15/2021 Email

8/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
East-West bicycle and pedestrian connectivity is the most important part of this project, to me. Also, as the
current situation is, Northbound I-35 at the Oltorf entrance ramp is a bottleneck, especially given the curve of
the interstate just to its North. Please do not underestimate the need for bypass lanes here.

See response to comment #7.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
At this time, Austin has a decision to make: will it be "just another Texas city" beholden to fossil-fueled cars
and scrambling to widen its freeways every 5-10 years, or will it lead the way towards a future where cities
are green, encourage walking and biking, and foster a sense of shared community, where citizens feel they
have a stake in the place where they live?
I try to understand the complexities of such a decision, and I am sure I am not fully equipped to do it. I am not
trying to pretend this is an easy decision. However, each and every one of you can have a profound legacy on
what kind of city Austin will be for our children.
Listening to all members of the community and trying to accomplish this project with the least destruction to
current property, the best potential to unify west and east Austin and creating the best case scenario for the
future of our environment is a daunting task - I would not want to be in your shoes! However, I am sure we all
love our city and want to create concepts here in Austin that will be copied everywhere in Texas and the
United States.

3089 Mike Andry

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

For too long, Texas has been a leader in the wrong categories. I trust all of you to work together so we can
start leading in what matters.
Please don’t take additional right of way. If that truly isn’t doable, additional ROW should be minimized as
much as possible.

See response to comment #6.

Thank you,
-Mike.
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3094 Mike Kennedy

9/21/2021 Email

3095 Mike Myles

9/9/2021

Email
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None of the plans TXDOT currently offers meet the community's needs. They will cause further destruction to
Austin's community and will only provide short-term alleviation of traffic concerns. If the TxDOT options are
what we have to choose from, I vote on "do nothing" until TxDOT leadership and engineers are ready to stop
trying to implement 1950s traffic solutions. Listen to the community. Listen to the alternatives from groups
like reconnect Austin, Rethink 35, and ULI
NO WIDER, NO HIGHER. Stop ruining Austin for the sake of the suburbs. This plan is worse than simply leaving
the highway alone, as bad as it is today. Stop the charade of meaningless public input between two nearly
identical choices and go back and rethink this entirely.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I would suggest sinking I-35 underground from the river to Airport Blvd and create a new East Ave.

See response to comment #15.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.

I am an Austinite who opposes the current TxDOT plan for the I-35 expansion . It is a 1950s solution to a 21st
Century problem. We need to bury the highway and avoid condemning businesses and housing along the
corridor, instead using smarter design and better utilization of SH -130 to relieve congestion.
Please send your TxDOT engineers back to the drawing board.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

I oppose TxDOT's proposals to expand I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
I-35 traffic is primarily caused by pass-through traffic, especially trucks, not by drivers beginning or ending
their travel in Austin. Beltways need to be expanded and encouraged through actions like high pass-through
tolls on I-35 in Austin city limits, and elimination of tolls on beltway pass-arounds. Expansion of a toll free
route through the city will exacerbate the Austin traffic problem, not reduce it.
There are other options to explore, such as fines on camera enforced truck lane restrictions down to single
lane at rush hours. Temp HOV lane (2 person min - also w/ camera enforced fines) during rush hours, and
others. The key is to focus on way we might REDUCE the number of vehicles, and NOT how to accommodate
MORE vehicles. Especially the traffic that is simply passing through. That traffic should be heavily discouraged
through inventive market forces like those mentioned previously.
Having a throughway bisect an urban center was a mistake from the start. It's an unfortunate legacy that
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many cities in America are dealing with. Doubling down on the bad decision by expanding the problem and
thinking that will solve anything is madness.

3096 Mike Osborne

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I have lived within 1/2 mile of the I35 corridor in Hancock and Cherrywood for most of the last 20 years.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

Howdy,
I do not believe that expanding I35 through Austin will lead to meaningful reduction in congestion and
efficiency for folks passing through or wishing to travel to downtown.
I hope that you will honor Chairman Bugg's promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no
wider and no higher.”
Please explore alternatives which have a better quality of life balance than sending so much traffic through so
many of our neighborhoods.
Thank you for your time.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3101 Mike Tipps

9/22/2021 Email

3102 Mike Wiley

9/21/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

3104 Mike Wilfley

9/9/2021
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3106 Miles Payton

Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am passionately opposed to anything higher and wider on I-35. Any changes to I-35 need to emphasize eastwest connections, and while my overwhelming preference would be to bury the entire thing through
downtown, I understand that the pragmatic challenges are significant to that solution. It is my preference, but
I would be willing to engage with a Cap and Stitch alternative, as long as the city's equity priorities are
considered and valued.
Hey TXDOT,
I am writing in strong opposition to your freeway widening project. It's hasty, has ignored community input, is
poorly justified in terms of safety, ROI, emissions, and effectiveness at improving traffic, and will only deepen
the scar through Austin.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #30.

Austin is moving forward with improved bus and train transit and bike infrastructure. It is becoming more
dense and investing in its downtown. This freeway will deliver more cars and their emissions to the same
crowded downtown streets. A larger freeway will induce demand (cities that invested more in their freeways
have seen the greatest increase in traffic time). And a bigger freeway will make I-35 a bigger problem for a
decade while it gets built out.
The most recent IPCC report also came out this week. It is unequivocal in it's conclusion that burning fossil
fuels will lead us to a dramatically changed climate with more intense disasters. This project will not only
contribute to climate change during its construction, but will lock in a destructive mode of transit for
generations to come.
Please consider scrapping this whole project because it will make my city worse. If you must do something,
get rid of the frontage roads, sink the freeway, build a park and boulevard over the top, and pay for it by
selling all the land you freed up on either side of the freeway by making it smaller.
Thanks for reading.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. It won’t help traffic by their own admission, it will waste billions in taxpayer
dollars, it will bake in greenhouse gas emissions decades into the future, it will make Austin less livable and
less safe, and it will bulldoze dozens of homes and businesses to make space for it.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3108 Miles Silberling-Cook
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The more resources Austin spends expanding roads like this, the closer we get to LA. No one wants to be like
LA.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.

Think about the usable housing and green-space that will be lost due to this expansion. Think about how
utterly impassable this expansion will be to pedestrians and cyclists. Chairman J. Bruce Bugg, Jr. probably
thought about it when, on February 27, 2020, he promised the expansion would be "no wider and no higher".
That's what we need here, that's what we asked for, and that's what you said you'd give us. This aint it.

3109 Miles Whitten

9/9/2021
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Email

No Wider. No Higher. Everything else is unacceptable.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.

1233

No.

Commenter Name

3110 Mina Loomis

Entry
Date
9/9/2021

Source

Comment

Response

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3111 Minda Anderson

3112 Mino Giunta

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/14/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As a native austinite, i am in favor of options that increase east-west traffic. For too long we have been cut off
by I-35 so this is a great opportunity to increase connection across the city.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #1427

See response to comment #4.

I hear I-35 from my house at all times. I endure the dangers of crossing it on foot, by bike, and in a car when
traveling to neighborhoods and businesses on the east side that are only miles away yet separated by this
noisy and dangerous corridor. Please help us make Austin more livable and protect us from being further cut
in half.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
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independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3113 Miram Schoenfield

9/24/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3115 Miranda Grieder

3116 Miranda Grieder

9/2/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am disappointed in TxDot for not giving more consideration of the I 35 visions developed by Rethink,
Reconnect, and DAA/ULI. We need forward-thinking solutions that will enhance the future livability and
economic stability of our urban core. TxDot solutions are engineer-thinking driven, not people-centered. Must
we continue to make the same mistakes over and over? TxDot needs to reverse course and give Rethink,
Reconnect, and DAA/ULI proposals the consideration they deserve.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3117 Miriam Albright

9/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

3118 Miriam Schoenfield

8/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

3119 Miriam Schoenfield

8/23/2021 Email

The new highway plan is such a bad idea I can’t even wrap my head around it. Not only is it horrible for the
environment because it significantly raises air pollutants, but it increases the amount of people moving here
and encourages urban sprawl. Which doesn’t seem like such a bad idea until the prices for housing rise as you
get closer to the city (which is not new, but a problem for homelessness)

PLEASE listen to all who have a problem with this.
Please, please, please don't expand the highway into our neighborhoods. Or at least wait until we've had an
opportunity to give increased public transportation a real chance. Austin's Project Connect has been voted
for and there is a great deal of enthusiasm about improved public transportation options in Austin. Please
wait until we've had the opportunity to implement better public transport before expanding the highway. We
need fewer cars, not more cars. So we should be doing everything possible to decrease the number of cars on
the road. More highways is not the answer, and there is ample evidence to support this claim.
(https://cityobservatory.org/the-fundamental-global-law-of-road-congestion/) Please please please, as a
resident who loves Austin, I beg you not to do this to our city.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

I moved to Austin a bit over a year ago - I left my tenured position at MIT to take up a job at UT because of my
love for this city. And I was absolutely devastated to hear about the plans to expand I-35. More highways
mean more cars. And what we need is fewer cars on the road, less highway, less pollution, less noise, less
displacement of businesses and residents - including low income residents - and perhaps most importantly more public transportation. Given the public transportation expansion that will be happening in Austin over
the next several years, this project seems especially premature. Why not build more public transport
alternatives, see how that goes and THEN consider adding more highway, instead of displacing business,
residents, increasing noise and pollution before these projects are completed? I've also seen several very
creative alternatives being proposed like Reconnect Austin, Rethink 35 and the Cap and Stitch Proposal. I beg
you, as a resident of Austin, as someone dedicated to this city, please please please hold off on this. Please
consider these alternatives very very seriously. Now is not the time for more highway - it's not what people
need, and it's not what the planet needs. The alternatives to this plan may sound radical to you. But given the
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increased density of the city and the fact that our planet is literally sizzling right now with rising temperatures
and uncontrollable wildfires, why NOT do something radical? Think how many people move seamlessly
through the tiny area of Manhattan - we can do SO much better at supporting people's movement through
Austin than we're doing without adding more highway. More highway is not a permanent solution - it
destroys land and homes and business - and incentivizes more driving which, the evidence suggests, will
ultimately lead to the same amount of congestion as we have now. Austin is a city that the whole nation has
its eyes on at the moment - we could be a m odel of something exciting and innovative. Please please
reconsider this plan, and let the wonderfully creative energies in this city come together to find a better
solution. We can do it - I'm confident of that.

3120 Miriam Schoenfield

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3122 Miriam Schoenfield

9/20/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

Please advocate for Rethink 35 and Reconnect Austin!
3123 Miriam Schoenfield

9/20/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3124 Miriam Schoenfield

9/21/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
Please do everything you can to stop the expansion of I-35 through Austin. We don't need more cars driving
through a freeway in Austin. Please support public transportation and non-car alternatives for getting around.
Please consider community proposals like Rethink 35 and Reconnect Austin. Capping and stitching doesn't
solve the fundamental problem.

3125 Miriam Schoenfield

3126 Miriam Schoenfield

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

9/23/2021 Email

I support Rethink 35 and Reconnect Austin. The idea that traffic will "overflow" onto city streets in 2045
assumes a fixed volume of traffic. In reality though, people's choices depend on what the traffic is like, and if
there is less space on the highway people will be more likely to walk, bike, and take public transport. This has
been shown time and time again through highway removal projects. We need to increase the ways people
can get around Austin without a car - not add more highway! Please stop TxDot from widening I-35. There are
countless reasons to move towards less reliance on passenger cars. Let's use this as an opportunity to do
something wonderful for our city and the climate!
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #6.

If the money for this project was devoted to making major public transport improvements within and around
Austin, we wouldn't NEED so many people to be driving on I-35. And "overflow" wouldn't be an issue - since
there would be more alternatives to driving available for local traffic. What we want and need is support for
alternatives to driving within the city - not more highway!
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I am writing to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s recent proposals for expanding I-35 through
the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
As a resident of the Hancock neighborhood, my life would be especially affected by the proposed plan, but I
believe this is true for Austinites more broadly, too. as our city continues to grow, we need to plan for a
sustainable, responsible future for our community, which won’t happen through putting even more vehicles
on highways through the city. We must prioritize climate justice, flexible transportation options, and building
inclusive communities. The proposed expansion of I-35 would hinder all of these.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
I urge you to hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
desperately need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All
alternatives should be independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air
quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated
from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values. I cannot overstate how important this decision is to me, my family, and our whole
community.
3128 Miriam Swords Kalk

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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As a long-time Austinite and resident of the Hancock neighborhood, I do not approve of either of TxDOT’s
proposed plans for the future if I-35. We need a greater focus on climate justice, inclusive community
building, and healing long term structural divides in our community.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.

I am writing to oppose the current proposal for expanding I-35 through Austin, for the following reasons:
1. Expanding highways in this manner has been repeatedly shown to only increase congestion and drive
sprawl, with dire environmental and economic consequences. Cities around the world are now doing the
opposite, removing central city highways, benefitting their economies and the quality of life of their residents.
Do we want to be viewed as a modern city and state, or stuck in a 1960s approach that has been repeatedly
shown to be a failure?
2. TxDOT consistently promised “no wider and no higher” and is now breaking that promise. Keep the original
promise!
3. The TxDOT plans will remove existing housing and decrease land for new housing, while Austin is in the
midst of a housing crisis.
4. The TxDOT plans will removing existing businesses and decrease land for new businesses, defying Texas’s
stated position of being a “pro-business” state. As a senior business executive, I am appalled that Texas can
claim to be "pro-business" while planning to continue to destroy Austin quality of life with a highway
monstrosity through the heart of the city.
5. TxDOT did not thoroughly assess alternatives such as returning I-35 to being a boulevard, “cap and stitch”,
and other alternatives. These alternatives need to be properly assessed with respect to costs and benefits,
including transportation choice, quality of life, and climate change.
Please pause any continued activity on the existing TxDOT proposals and move forward with a transparent
and full-fledged assessment of the community alternatives proposed, including Reconnect Austin, Rethink35,
and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch.
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I am an Austin resident and strongly oppose TxDOT's plans to expand I-35 through Austin.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.

1. History and years of study have shown that adding lanes to these massive highways does nothing to relieve
congestion in the long term, and actually does the opposite ("induced demand").
TxDOT itself has admitted that the widening will not relieve congestion.
2. We are in a climate crisis, this solution will only exacerbate that crisis, locking us into future emissions.
How about if TxDOT becomes part of the solution, not continuing to be the problem?!
3. I-35 divided Austin and continues to divide Austin. This was by design, to keep black and latino people on
the East side and "protect" the white people on the West side. This new design only exacerbates this divide.
It is extremely challenging crossing I-35 by foot or bike to run errands or commute. It is a scar on our city.
4. Leading cities around the world have been REMOVING these downtown highways, with great success.
These cities are economic powerhouses and have seen only benefits from this removal. Does Texas want to
be stuck in a 1960s approach, or be a modern 21st century state that attracts the best and brightest? What
we do with I-35 will signal what kind of state and city we are.
5. The alternatives such as returning I-35 to being a boulevard, "cap and stitch", etc., were not thoroughly
assessed by TxDOT. The "independent assessment" was not a true holistic assessment of costs and benefits.
6. The plan breaks TxDOT's promise of "no wider and no higher." At least keep this one promise.
7. The plan removes current and future housing, when Austin is in the middle of a housing crisis. This is
insanity!
8. The plan removes existing businesses, at the same time that Texas proclaims to be a pro-business state.
9. The plan will only deteriorate the ability to bike and walk for transportation in Austin, in the middle of a
climate criss.

3131 Mitchell Crooks

9/23/2021 Email

Please go back to the drawing board and TRULY consider the alternatives that have been presented!
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
The XDOT proposed expansion of I-35 will have an unacceptable impact on businesses and individuals and will
further exacerbate social and environmental problems associated with the divisive corridor in Austin. We
need to rethink the plan and device a transit plan that will enhance the Austin community, not move forward
with this plan that is bad for the health of the city and its residents in the long run and immediately
devastating to all properties and people who will be directly impacted b the expansion.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3133 Molly Fisher

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

3134 Molly McClurg

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Expanding I-35 in Austin is an extraordinarily bad idea. Noise and air pollution, the loss of businesses and
housing in the imminent domain zone, and the increase in traffic. Expanding the highway will not make the
traffic go away. For years it will be even worse while there is construction. You will never be able to build
enough lanes to fix the problem as it stands now. This money could be spend on infrastructure that would
bring Austin, and Texas as a whole to the center of national and international business and travel. Right now
we don't even have a train that transports people from the airport to downtown. Please expand rail lines in
the city. Improve transit not roads.
My actual belief is that i35 - in its current incarnation - as a major highway - shouldn’t exist. I agree with Chris
Riley, who i recently read in the Chronicle, when he says “Rubbing I-35 through the heart of the city wasn't
just a hapless mistake; it was a deadly blunder with racist underpinnings. We now have a once-in-ageneration chance to rethink this decision. Let's get it right this time.”

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #574.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #6.

I don’t have faith or hope anyone in a decision making role in our city will even entertain or pursue this
solution. In lieu of removing I35 completely in its current form, I support NOT expanding lanes, capping the
highway, expanding east/west corridors, and prioritizing alternative transportation methods on the caps and
cross boulevards like bus lanes, separated bike lanes, shaded pedestrian and bike corridors.
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3135 Molly Ohalloran
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I-35 has been a dangerous, divisive scar on our city since its inception. In the 16 years that I've lived a few
blocks from this interstate, many pedestrian and bicycle improvements have made my walking/biking
journeys safer and easier on either side of this interstate. But crossing the I-35 frontage roads will always be a
dangerous venture that doesn't belong in the middle of a downtown.

3136 Molly Powers

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

3137 Molly Von Holten

9/10/2021 Email

We know about and are finally acknowledging the structural racism that surrounded the design, siting, and
creation of this interstate. It's appalling that TxDOT would double down on this historical injustice.
Please do not make repeat mistakes of the past and instead rethink your plans for I-35. The current design
eradicates cultural institutions like Escuelita del Alma. Parents like myself depend on Escuelita del Alma for
childcare and without childcare I cannot work or support our family. You have made modifications for other
historic sites like the Mt. Calvary Cemetery and I ask that you do the same for a place of such importance to
the community and countless famliies. Decades ago, policy makers and planners allowed the plans for I-35 to
destroy communities and divide the city. These practices of inequality should not be replicated again.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1245

No.

Commenter Name

3138 Mona Mehdy
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All 3 designs by Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), with now the first one dropped, envision
expanding the lanes of I35 in the Austin area. In this era of dire climate change underscored by the 2021
released IPCC report and many indicators around the world, your designs are outdated and contribute to
climate change by relying on individual vehicles as mode of transportation. Transportation absolutely needs
to inclue Mass Transit--not the carbon and air pollution, inequity, terrible use of space and obliterating better
uses of our finite city spaces, noise directly baked in to the regressive TxDOT designs that are heedless of
improving conditions for our Texas citizens.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #13.

I call on the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) to fully consider the Reconnect Austin, Rethink35,
cap and stitch design, and other community alternatives, not just a highway expansion, for I-35 through
Austin.

3139 Mona Mehdy

8/22/2021 Email

Highway expansions do NOT ease congestion, they only encourage more people to drive
You want to see a wide range of design options for I-35 - including Reconnect Austin (burying and capping I-35
with a boulevard), Rethink35 (removing and replacing I-35 with a boulevard), cap and stitch (sinking, stitching,
and capping I-35 with community spaces) as proposed by the Urban Land Institute, and future designs arising
from the OurFuture35 coalition - receive full analysis, equal to that of a highway expansion design
Design options should integrate the community's full range of needs, including air quality, noise, climate
change, road safety, mobility options, economic vitality, equity, and compatibility with local plans and goals
such as the Austin Strategic Mobility Plan. In closing, such design considerations in the year 2021 WOULD
NOT SUPPORT A HIGHWAY EXPANSION PROJECT!
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
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3140 Monica Dettling
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9/16/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.

I am Monica Guzmán; tonight, I address you as a Native Austinite, Austin City Council District 4 resident, and
Eastern Crescent Right to Stay Coalition member.
I stand in OPPOSITION to the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part
of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
In February 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J Bruce Bugg repeated a consistent promise
from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” It is clear our concerns,
complaints, demands, and continued opposition has fallen on deaf ears.
When Interregional Highway 35 (I35) was originally built, it divided the city of Austin. Now TxDOT seeks to
tear up Austin once again … displace residents and businesses alike. TxDOT’s plans will displace:
* unknown number of residents’ houses + 5 apartment complexes
* Housing Authority of the City of Austin – providing housing for some of our the lowest income residents
* Palm Square Community Center
* 10+ government offices (city/county/state/federal) - including the City of Austin’s First Workers Day Labor
Center
* 1 cemetery with 100s of graves, possibly 1000+ … What will happen to those interred? What is the impact
on their families?
* 5 healthcare facilities (clinics, offices) – including CommUnityCare & People’s Community Clinic, both serving
marginalized communities
* 1 full svc grocery store with an almost 100% Latinx customer base, including residents in the Rundberg
community and other parts of Austin
* 2 Child development centers – including Escueltia del Alma, which was displaced from Congress Ave in 2006
to its current location which is now on TxDOT’s “chopping block”
… and many, many more businesses!
What will happen to those who work in the displaced businesses? Are you prepared to provide them with
resources needed until they are working again?
TxDOT’s plans won’t “tip” the gentrification needle, they will throw the lever into overdrive! DO NOT allow
TxDOT to repeat history, not even in the smallest way.
We DEMAND you hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
to seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35.
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We DEMAND TxDOT center the residents, businesses, and communities which will be directly impacted. They
have meaningful engagement with them, listen to their concerns and suggestions.
All alternatives MUST be independently studied, MUST address transportation choice, access, safety, air
quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated
from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3142 Monica Rivera

9/17/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
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independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3143 Monica Smith

9/16/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to STRONGLY oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as
part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
Not only is this a bad idea morally, but scientifically it's pure nonsense. Research has shown that widening
roads only leads to increased and worse traffic. We need real sustainable mobility solutions. Let's build a pass
through highway away from Austin for all the traffic that doesn't ever even stop here instead. Let's get some
real public transit and cycling initiatives going.what Austin has is really miniscule and dangerous compared to
other cities of similar or even smaller size. I've been to all the below places and have seen them work much
better than what Austin offers. Why can't a city like Austin get something going like what is in the Seattle
area, Chicago or new York? Why are our bike lanes really dangerous and really hard to cycle on because of
debris, lanes ending into 50 mph roads, bad layout with difficult to use sharp turns, going over storm drainage
or trying to get cyclists on freeway on ramps?? Why are these kinds of things ok to do to cyclists and drivers
who have to deal with cyclists on dangerous roads with them? Let's stop pretending that a bigger highway will
solve anything, it'll just cause more problems, traffic, pollution, and car accidents.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3145 Montserrat Fuentes

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]

See response to comment #7.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.

Good Afternoon:

3146 Morgan Franklin

9/24/2021 General
Website
Comment
Form
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Please see the attached letter from President Fuentes on behalf of St. Edward's University.
Should you have any questions or are unable to open the attachment, please do not hesitate to contact our
office at 512-448-8411.
Houston expanded their highway and deaths increased along with traffic congestion. Same situation in
Atlanta. Los Angeles. Chicago. Miami.

See response to comment #6.

More concrete, more car lanes, more cars is NOT THE ANSWER. As a resident of Austin, I do NOT support the
expansion of I35 in any capacity whatsoever. This is NOT a solution I can get behind.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3148 Morgan Witthoft

3149 Mrignayni Chhotwani

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/28/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
NO WIDENING I35

See response to comment #6.

Widening has failed in city after city, decade after decade. IT DOESN’T WORK.

Please don't displace businesses that make Austin what it is and gives Austin it's charm. As a regular patron of
Cherrywood coffee house, I'd be very saddened to see a highway in it's place.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

Neighborhood around Dean Keaton is currently a quiet, peaceful place to live and it won't be helpful for the
residents and children in the area to live at close proximity with a highway.

Please don't expand i-35 from Dean Keaton to 38 1/2 St.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3151 Muna Rehman

9/13/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3153 Nadia Barrera-Ramirez

3154 Nadia Khan

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please do not make the highway any wider. We know that adding lanes just increases capacity and does not
improve travel time (due to induced demand). Like a fat man that adds another wrung to his belt, we need to
learn new habits and to encourage alterative modes. Also please help us stitch back our community by adding
caps to the downtown area. I'd like my family to be able to play in a park that used to be a sewer of cars.
I'm aghast at how bad these options are. I saw NO discussion of equity. So frankly, how can one analyze if it's
a reasonable project in this day and age? Where is the acknowledgement of the past inquities that the
highway has rendered on Austin communities? Where is the community impact analysis? All the criteria were
irrelevant.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #685.

Why are we rebuilding Woodland??? It's surrounded by million dollar homes. Who is being incovenienced by
it's current state? Why don't we look at re-building areas that were destroyed by the highway where low
income residents STILL have a possibility of living. The 183/I-35 area for starters, and areas north.

I can't support this work.

Widening of the highway near Capital Plaza is a horrendous suggestion.
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I support burying the highway, but in a much longer stretch, and with equity and access for marginalized
communities at the forefront. I could support new land over the highway in the downtown areas if the lands
were given to African American familes to own and develop.

3155 Nadine Cooper

9/24/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3156 Nancy

9/9/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values
TXDOT has failed the City of Austin by not listening to the community and what the community engagement
has proposed. Neither of the 20 lane options that TXDOT is proposing is a good or beneficial plan for Austin.
They need to formally look at and respond to (or adopt) the community proposal to CAP I-35 and reconnect
the downtown grid. Thank yo

See response to comment #13.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

As life-long advocates for persons with disabilities and independence in Austin, ADAPT of Texas writes to
aggressively oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s recent proposals for I-35.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful safe alternatives. We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that
address community wishes and concerns. Those alternatives should be independently studied and such a
study should include transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of life,
economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and local
goals.

3158 Nancy Hawkins

3159 Nancy Lopez

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

There have been too many casualties of pedestrians with disabilities due to poor planning and proposals that
don't look at the unintended consequences of decisions made in vacuums. Please stand up for the needs of
Austin and central Texas.
Money would be better spent on public transportation. Encourage businesses to stagger start times to lessen
traffic congestion. There are plenty of hours during the day when the traffic is quite reasonable

I do not want I-35 to be extended/widened or to have HOV lanes installed. The Department of Transportation
should prioritize the community’s proposed plans to turn I-35 into a boulevard or to bury it.

See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.

Widening highways does not solve traffic woes. We need to increase alternate forms of transportation such as
biking, walking, and taking trains. The plan to expand I-35 makes the area dangerous for residents and visitors
to the downtown corridor by increasing exposure to pollution, exposure to fast moving cars, and
disincentivizing walking or biking. Downtown Austin is also a popular tourist destination in part because it is
walkable from downtown to residential areas on the other side of the current highway. Expansion will no
doubt negatively impact businesses in commercial districts on either side of the highway by making the area
unattractive, loud, and dangerous to pedestrians. No amount of pedestrian bridges would rectify this damage.

TxDOT must NOT expand I-35 and should instead embrace community proposals for a walkable and beautiful
solution to I-35’s shortcomings. The community proposals will improve the health of residents and the
economic returns for business owners, leading to a continuously thriving city.
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3160 Nancy Michon

Entry
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9/15/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3161 Nancy Toelle

3162 Nassos Papalexandrou

9/9/2021

Email

9/24/2021 Email

In Houston we are fighting the insanity of TXDOT’s I-45 expansion plans, so we understand. Don’t let it happen
there in Austin!
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
See response to comment #6.
I’m writing to oppose the proposed expansion of I35 by adding multiple lanes. I35 is already an egregious
boundary between East and west Austin and should be decreased, not increased. Please seek other options to
addressing the traffic congestion along that corridor.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3163 Nat Overholtzer

3164 Nat Young

3165 Nat Zingg

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/2/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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We don’t need to further divide east and west Austin with an even larger highway. Route traffic around the
city and focus on mass transit.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.

I would like to see the greatest emphasis put on making public transportation more reliable, accessible, and
fast. The HOV lanes seem like a good start. Any changes to i35 should be made to support the bus and train
lines in this city. Congestion on i35 would be improved if people had alternate modes of transportation in this
city. Biking is good, but is only viable when the weather is good. Busses and trains will still work in the rain and
are safer than cars.
Please do not add another lane of traffic to i35 in Austin. This will not relieve the traffic congestion, more
lanes just means more incentive to drive — ie more cars on the road. Congestion will remain the same — if
not get worse.

See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

Instead, we need to add viable public transportation to get people out of their cars —the ideal option would
be a high speed rail line connecting Austin to suburban communities along i35 and nearby cities like San
Antonio.
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3166 Natalia King

Entry
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9/9/2021
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3167 Natalia Rodriguez

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. We do not need to expand the highway separating our community even
further!
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
In 1928, the City of Austin racially segregated the city with IH35 being the dividing line. Widening 35 only
increases this segregation and will only hurt the community even further, especially by removing homes and
businesses, most of which are located east of 35. Additionally, many studies have shown that increasing travel
lanes does not fix congestion. Only increasing multimodal transportation will remove local and regional trips
on the highway which will allow for travelers passing through Austin to travel more at ease. Meaning
widening the road with no other regional and local alternatives will not fix the current problem. Please look at
alternative modes of transportation and stop prioritizing single occupancy vehicles above all else. Please look
at what is best for Austin’s community and do not exacerbate this problem any further which will happen with
these proposed plans. Pick the best plan that actually fixes the problem of congestion, heals the community,
reduces carbon emissions, and can rectify the racism that City, State and Federal lawmakers installed. This will
affect generations and needs to be the best option for Austin.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
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seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. We do not need to expand the highway separating our community even
further!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.

On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.

In 1928, the City of Austin racially segregated the city with IH35 being the dividing line. Widening 35 only
increases this segregation and will only hurt the community even further, especially when the plan proposes
to remove homes and businesses, most of which are located east of 35. Additionally, many studies have
shown that increasing travel lanes does not fix congestion. Only increasing multimodal transportation will
remove local and regional trips on the highway which will allow for travelers passing through Austin to travel
more at ease. Widening the road will not fix the current problem. Please look at alternative modes of
transportation and stop prioritizing single occupancy vehicles above all else. Please look at what is best for
Austin’s community and do not exacerbate this problem any further which will happen with these proposed
plans. Pick the best plan that actually fixes the problem of congestion, heals the community, reduces carbon
emissions, and can rectify the racism that City, State and Federal lawmakers installed. This will affect
generations and needs to be the best option for Austin regardless of the cost.

Please comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to seriously consider meaningful
alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land
Institute's Cap and Stitch. The two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful alternatives to
TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be independently studied and
should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality
of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
community plans, goals, and values.

Please ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

Thank you,
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3169 Natalia Speer
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9/17/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3170 Natalie Cuellar

9/16/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3172 Natalie McCrory

8/31/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

3173 Natalie McCrory

8/31/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
Form

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org
Consider the Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, cap and stitch design, and other community alternatives to make I35 into a part of the urban core of Austin. Don’t just expand I-35 as that is not going to be a viable long term
solution to traffic problems. Use 130 to route shipping traffic around Austin and work with I-35 for local traffic
considering all transportation methods (metro, bus, bikes, etc.).

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.
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3174 Natalie Mendiola

Entry
Source
Date
9/23/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3175 Natalie Niles Arguello

9/23/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3176 Natalie Smith
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
We need a better I-35, not just a bigger one. Let's build a highway to carry our city into the future! That
means not repeating tired old wider & wider highways with more & more lanes.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Comment
Form
3177 Natalie Turner

9/18/2021 Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3178 Natalya Miranda

9/13/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3180 Nate Hutcheson

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

3181 Nate Scribano

9/23/2021 Email

I do not live in Austin but I do like to visit. Traffic congestion has grown exponentially with population, and it is
becoming a drag on Austin's appeal to visitors. Building and widening highways seems to be the politically
popular thing to do, but it never improves the quality life or long-term fiscal health of a place.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3182 Nathalie Steinfeld
Childre

9/24/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I expect that any changes to I-35 will require tremendous effort and difficult choices. However, the proposed
design(s) do not reflect the creative, innovative spirit of the city of Austin or our community goals.
This is a single opportunity to correct decades of transportation missteps which have divided the city literally.
I am devastated by the only options presented so far. It's not that I am disappointed, as much as I am repulsed
by what I think they will mean for the future of our city. I do not feel that alternatives have been given
adequate consideration.

3183 Nathan Bremner

3184 Nathan Byman
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Please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans,
goals, and values. We may not have another chance to get this right and the options presented so far are all
wrong.
Please do not expand I-35 into our neighborhood. This would displace businesses, homes, and people who
have been in the neighborhood for many years. This expansion would negatively impact our neighborhood
and the city has not appropriately taken the opinions of its residents into account. Please consider another
way to accommodate the rapidly growing city.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #7.
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proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

3185 Nathan Chadwick

9/1/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

3186 Nathan Cook

9/11/2021 Email

Wider highways and additional lanes do not reduce traffic or congestion in the long term; it only makes it
worse. This concept (induced demand) has been proven again and again both in academia and in practice.
Widening I-35 will increase the physical distance between east and west Austin. Widening I-35 will increase
traffic and reduce safety along an already busy and unsafe corridor. Widening I-35 will counteract the voterapproved Project Connect transit investment made by Austin voters. Please do not proceed with these
ridiculously wide designs. Allow local investments in multi-modal transportation reduce congestion along I-35.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3187 Nathan EngelHawbecker

8/23/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and

See response to comment #16.
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beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.

3188 Nathan Feldt

9/11/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3189 Nathan Langfitt

3190 Nathan Maly

3191 Nathan Ryan

8/30/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/1/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am strongly AGAINST widening I-35 any wider or higher. It's going to drive an even more divisive wedge
through Austin. Build a new I35 that can be buried or covered, and invest in better public transit and
pedestrian/bike systems.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.

Please build TxDot's project. I support the Project.

See response to comment #7.

I oppose the TxDOT plan to widen I-35 through Austin.

See response to comment #6.
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Expanding the number of cars that are able to travel down I-35 will only increase the amount of pollution
including CO2 the city emits each year. This is counter to both the city and the nations environmental goals.
Moreover this road crates a large conflict to the citizens ability to travel east and west within the city. The
road should not be routed through the down town and work to divert travelers to use other methods of travel
should be done.
Dear TxDOT,

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1427.
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3192 Nathan Searcy

3195 Nathan Thornhill
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Form
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Comment
Form
9/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/21/2021 Email

3196 Nathan Tucker

9/16/2021 Email

3193 Nathan Stevens

3194 Nathan Sultze

See response to comment #6.

No one wants the expansion. You would decimate vital parts of Austin all for more noisy, polluting traffic.
Stop it.
No wider, no higher. Alternative 1 or "no build" are the options I support.

See response to comment #6.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3197 Nathan Tucker

9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I am writing in response to the TXDOT plans to widen I-35 through Central Austin. From what I understand the
plan is to widen by adding lanes, tear down the upper decks, and demolish some businesses. I do not think
this plan is going to help and I think the loss of some of these businesses such as Starseeds and the Austin
Chronicle would be a huge drawback.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.

I don't think widening highways is a good path forward. Just look at the Katy Freeway in Houston. That
monstrosity still has gridlock in spite of being the widest freeway in the US. We really need to look at
alternatives such as a loop around Austin and high speed rail between cities in the Texas Triangle. I-35 is
already a huge barrier between East and West Austin and this will just make it worse.

3198 Nathan Wilcox

9/7/2021
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Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

In short, I think the best option is no build in regards to I-35 in central Austin. As flawed as the current setup
is, I think widening will just make things worse. I like the idea of a tunnel but I understand that this would
create major hurdles during construction. Please consider alternatives going forward such as high speed rail.
I know I-35 as it is has to change. I have no issue with tearing it down and doing something that’s safer and
better for movement in and around the city. But the plans they have are terrible. We could have a good plan
that would be less destructive, more beautiful, and more functional for the city as a whole. There’s only one
chance to get this right, and whatever option we choose will likely impact Austin for the next 70+ years.

Comment noted.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3200 Nathan Wilcox

3201 Nathaniel Walker

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/21/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Any of the community created plans are far superior to what TXDOT is proposing. This is brutalism.

See response to comment #33.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I am writing you, as a former resident, a frequent visitor, and a concerned Texan, to oppose the Texas
Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central
project.
Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg, on behalf of the leadership of the state, has
repeatedly promised to make I-35 “no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is now ignoring that promise and
pleas from the community for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful alternatives,
signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than 140 local
homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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I beg and implore you to do everything in your power to ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin
and community plans, goals, and values.

3202 Nathlie Booth

9/7/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

As a senior planner with masters degrees in both Community and Regional Planning and Sustainable Design
from UT Austin and with extensive transportation planning experience I write to oppose the Texas
Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central
project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. Those alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of
life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
local goals.
Lastly, please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central Texas.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3204 Navvab Taylor

3205 Neal Ehardt

9/24/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
Form
8/12/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I do not think that IH35 needs to be expanded through central Austin. I don't think this will improve traffic,
and results in a deteriorated quality of life for the central city.

TxDOT has not sufficiently considered the impacts that urban freeways have on air quality, local access, mode
choice, and land use. TxDOT should stop trying to widen I-35 and instead study alternatives that replace the
freeway with a multi-modal boulevard including high-capacity transit to the suburbs.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3207 Neal Gilbreath

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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3211 Nestor Ho
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3212 Nestor Ho

9/24/2021 Email

3213 Nic Odekon

9/21/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Is neighborhood sound/traffic-noise mitigation part of the plan? Thousands of Austinites live within the sound
of central IH-35 traffic noise. Walls/sound barriers were clearly part of TX-DOT's MOPAC improvements. Are
there sound/noise improvements in the central IH-35 plan and if so, what are they? If not, why not? What
would various scenarios of noise mitigation along the central corridor cost? What is the expected sound
mitigation reduction to various neighborhoods through the corridor for the existing sunken-lanes-plan versus
other sound-mitigation plans, such as covered lanes, tunnels and sound barriers?
Please advise regarding sound/noise mitigation efforts and the expected change in noise levels for
neighborhoods adjacent to the corridor. How do noise reduction efforts compare to those used on the recent
MOPAC improvements in terms of cost and projected benefits.

See response to comment #614.

Thank you.
No wider and no higher - NO HOUSTON. Do not take a wider approach to increasing the traffic flow on IH 35.
Bury and cover would be great.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #614.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
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independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3214 Nicholas Ackermann

3215 Nicholas Corbo

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Email

I really think we should not expand I-35 only because of the sunk cost (in finance you dont use sunk costs to
valuate net present value). I would like to see a real Interstate built (away from the city center), and use the
existing highway to better build urban transportation (buses, bike lanes, light rail).

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3216 Nicholas Doughty

9/9/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please do not widen I35 through my neighborhood. I am very excited that you all will be taking down the
upper deck which is a true blight. But widen the freeway will further cut off East Austin. Keep the width as is,
drop the height, and dig down deeper.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #4324.
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Please no wider and get rid of the upper deck.
3217 Nicholas Harris

3218 Nicholas Heinen

3219 Nicholas Iacobucci
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9/9/2021 Email

The proposed 35 expansion will do nothing to help the city of Austin. It's a useless expansion that will still
back up at the major interchanges, while adding even more barriers between east/west austin. This is one
among a series of many oversteps by state authorities, done in backhanded ways that simultaneously
minimize funding for projects that the city of Austin actually wants.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.

I think expanding I-35 without tunneling is inefficient & will only result in more congestion - if you build it,
they will come. In addition, expanding the interstate will make walking & biking across much more difficult even though it’s already hard to get across now. The intentional segregationist planning of I35’s design
shouldn’t carry over to the modern day. Make a change to I35 that would be less likely to rob the surrounding
areas of it’s businesses & homes.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #247.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3220 Nicholas Joseph

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am writing to voice my strong opposition to widening the footprint of I-35. Austin does not need a wider
highway that divides the city in half. Widening the highway would destroy existing businesses and is not a long
term solution to reducing congestion. TxDOT should be focused on the needs of the people who live in the
city of Austin and will be affected by this, not just the commuters coming in from outside. There also needs to
be frequent and safe ways to cross the highway on foot, on bike, with a wheel chair, stroller, etc...Please
consider this input from a taxpaying Texan.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.

1278

No.

Commenter Name

3221 Nicholas King

Entry
Date
9/9/2021

Source

Comment

Response

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I-35 highway expansions do NOT ease congestion, they only encourage more people to drive per
#induceddemand.
Families like yours want to see a wide range of design options for I-35 - including Reconnect Austin (burying
and capping I-35 with a boulevard), Rethink35 (removing and replacing I-35 with a boulevard), cap and stitch
(sinking, stitching, and capping I-35 with community spaces) as proposed by the Urban Land Institute, and
future designs arising from the OurFuture35 coalition - receive full analysis, equal to that of a highway
expansion design.
Design options should integrate the community's full range of needs, including air quality, noise, climate
change, road safety, mobility options, economic vitality, equity, and compatibility with local plans and goals
such as the Austin Strategic Mobility Plan.
Thank you for holding TxDoT to a higher standard as moving people vs cars with active transportation will pay
dividends for generations.
Nicholas
--I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
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I feel we should move people vs cars and consider that this plan is already making news for planning to widen
and therefore demolish many black owned and low income, minority businesses.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1427.

Induced demand means that the current plan will cause more congestion and pollution. I feel we need to stay
with the same or less width and go no higher as well. We need to use the corridor efficiently with dense
modes like bus rapid transit and future guideway for rail; HOV/HOT, carpool is needed as well vs SOV, single
occupancy vehicles.

Further, Mexico to Canada tractor trailers need to take the 130 loop and not be invited downtown without
rolling. This will reduce congestion and danger for local drivers.

We need to employ cap and stitch to reconnect East and West Austin and to undo decades of racism and
disconnection. The green caps can include parks, bikeways, sidewalks and even small businesses as other
cities have done.

I feel that no current option is this innovative and that the process shouldn't continue until these widely held
improvements are added to the final plan.

We have a once in many generation opportunity to have this plan consider future travel and climate impact.
Let's do it right.

Thank you,

3224 Nicholas Roth

3225 Nicholas Welp

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Nicholas
I oppose expanding I-35 because the construction would add a lot of noise and detours where I live. I also
oppose widening it because I hate crossing under it when I go downtown. It would suck worse and be more
dangerous if it took longer to cross. It feels creepy even despite all the effort that’s gone into making it less
scary. Really, I would like to see it removed. Can’t people just take MoPac, 183, etc?
I believe I35 should be rerouted to follow the 130 tollway instead of bisecting the city

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #19.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3227 Nichole Been

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I firmly oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35
Capital Express Central project.
It will further divide and gentrify Austin and create more heat with our upcoming climate issues as well. It will
also take land from existing businesses. Downtown has already cut or pushed most people out of Austin.
The working class needs support, not the more elite downtown district. This will not make downtown more
affordable.
I was born and raised in Austin. I know what’s happening all too well.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3228 Nichole Crosson

9/23/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Expanding 35 only deepens the divide in our city. Reconsider the cap and sink plans for a long term solution
for all austinites.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #4324

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as
part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values. I AM CONCERNED FOR HEALTH OF MY
FAMILY, COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT GIVEN THE CLOSE PROXIMITY TO THE PROPOSED I-35.

3231 Nick Bhakta

9/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

THIS IS NO LONGER AN ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION TO MOBILITY GIVEN THE WORLD WE LIVE IN. WE CANNOT BE
IGNORANT OF SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF THIS PROPOSAL. IT IS IRRESPONSIBLE AND
DAMAGING.
The IH35 definitely needs a change, but with all of the work being done by the City of Austin, the SH130 route
being complete, it seems that widening this isn’t going to create the solution that’s most beneficial to the
community. By widening for throughput and adding additional roadway capacity, we’ll continue to see
inequitable displacements; while continuing to not learn from past failures. We should build for the future we
want; and that isn’t additional passenger vehicles in close proximity to where people live/work/play.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.

I am In support of TxDOT moving forward with something for IH35 if that something works towards the
community’s mode shift goals and disincentivizes SOV’s to continue to drive. TxDOT should focus this effort
on leveraging its ability with Cap Metro and ATD to create a multi modal network that works.
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3234 Nick Hudson
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3235 Nick Litterski
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Form
9/24/2021 Email
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
The Texas Department of TRANSPORTATION is not the Texas Department of Highway widening. You are the
stewards of our tax dollars and have left us with blight. You have taken not one single citizen who will be
effected into account. We do NOT need a 20 lane city eating megalith to further divide our city. Can you
point to ONE, just ONE, project you have widened that has actually led to quicker travel times??? I can't
imagine being so bad at a job and just keep doing the same thing. https://cityobservatory.org/reducingcongestion-katy-didnt/
My name is Nick. I drive to work on IH-35 nearly ever day, and I have an almost two-year old at Escuelita del
Alma, a daycare which is threatened by the current proposal to expand IH-35.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #15.

I ask that you not expand IH-35, and that you instead pursue options which narrow it or bury underground.
This would preserve homes, businesses, and daycares like ours.
I urge you to not waste this opportunity to preserve institutions like Escuelita and to move us towards a more
mobile and green future. Please return to the drawing board instead of pursuing yet another highway
expansion.
I am strongly opposed to adding lanes to I-35 through Austin. Now is the time to designate sh 130 as I35 and
build a business route through central Austin, restoring East Avenue. Countless lives will be saved by slowing
traffic, while adding lanes will not help ease the congestion as has been proven time and time again. Thank
you for your thoughtful consideration and fine stewardship of Texas's roads.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3238 Nicolas Webster

8/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

3239 Nicolas Webster

9/15/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please do not proceed with this plan. The world has moved on from urban highway expansion. It is *not* a
solution! Houston is the poster child for highway expansions gone wrong. Temporarily reducing pressure by
increasing capacity simply creates the same problem on a wider highway by means of induced demand. It is
not 1960. Surely we can come up with a more well-rounded solution (acquire 130 and route interstate traffic
there, cap the highway to reconnect the city, etc). Austin does not want a wider highway cutting through the
middle of the city!
Hello,
We do not need or want an "upgraded" I-35 through central Austin. If the state is intent on continuing to
subsidize suburban drivers with "free" roadways without investing in alternative modes of transportation, we
should at least make an effort to redirect through-traffic away from the central corridor. Through traffic
should be routed through what is today 130 - either the tolls there lowered (which a TxDOT study found
would increase usage of that alternate route) OR by switching the designation of the roadways (make 130 I35, make I-35 through Austin 130) and move the tolls to the central highway.

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.

Better yet - designate 130 as I-35, and *remove* I-35 through central Austin. Per TxDOT's own
documentation, a majority of traffic on I-35 in Central Austin is local. Local traffic does not require a huge
interstate! We could replace I-35 with a large avenue (East Avenue, perhaps) that could handle a fairly high
volume of multimodal traffic and still include frontage for tax-revenue-generating housing and businesses. If
this included "re-stitching" roadways previously separated by I-35, local traffic could adjust to these new
traffic patterns.
As a long-time resident, I am begging you - please do not repeat the mistakes of the last 60-80 years of urban
development in North America. We *know* highway expansion projects do not solve the problems that we
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are supposedly trying to solve. Highways are great and have their place, but TxDOT needs to add some more
tools to their tool belt beyond just a hammer - this is not a nail!

3240 Nicolas Webster

9/19/2021 Email

3241 Nicolas Webster

9/20/2021 Email

There are a lot of examples of cities and towns in Texas with “business routes” that are more like streets
through town centers and where high speed traffic is routed around town. There are even more examples of
the destructive nature of highways that have been jammed through American cities over the last century. We
could make such a massive improvement to the quality of life of Austinites (like me, 78722) by taking both of
these examples. Let’s route I-35 along 183 or 130 and make I-35 through Austin a boulevard instead of
wasting taxpayer money on another failure of an urban highway expansion!
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3243 Nicole Arena

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

3244 Nicole Cook

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Widening the 35 through downtown will only create more issues. Aside from the traffic impact during the
construction in an already over saturated area, the widening of the road will not alleviate the issue. Following
Austin's growth rate - it will just be a larger road with just as much traffic causing issues through the middle
of downtown right after being built. It would be much more beneficial for a freeway to be created avoiding
the downtown area and making that section of 35 a main in-city road. My house is right on the edge of where
you want to widen 35 and seeing it every day, I know this is not the best solution. Let’s think of alternatives
before creating another traffic mess in our city. Thank you.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3245 Nicole Cook

3246 Nicole Currens

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/27/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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I would like to see I-35 capped and more lanes installed UNDERGROUND and to have a nice common space
like Clyde Warren Park in Dallas. It will make downtown so much nicer and welcoming and bridge the huge
unsightly divide between downtown and the east side of Austin. Thank you!!

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.

I am against any proposal that adds more lanes to I-35. It is clear that adding more lanes does not reduce
traffic. The proposals should instead focus on public transit options such as bus lanes or rail lines, and
pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure, WITHOUT adding more lanes to I-35.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.
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The lanes that currently exist are too congested as they were designed for a smaller capacity than the current
load. I propose a space for public transportation to reduce the amount of cars on the road as well as a green
space for citizens from both sides of the interstate to interact and connect.

Each alternative was measured for its ability to accommodate
Capital Metro’s Project Connect proposed light rail system at
east-west crossings. At the present time, public transit buses,
registered van pools and emergency vehicles must remain in
traffic with all other vehicles on I-35. Managed lanes would
help manage overall traffic demand and provide qualifying
vehicles with a more reliable route, allowing them to bypass
congestion and arrive at their destinations more quickly.
Transit would have access to the managed lanes in the
proposed build alternatives, which could improve transit
operations.
TxDOT is collaborating with CapMetro to study feasibility of
direct transit access and identifying funding to be provided by
others.
In coordination with the City of Austin, TxDOT is evaluating
potential deck cap areas that were recommended for design as
green spaces within Central Austin. These include areas from
12th Street to 11th Street, 8th Street to 6th Street and 4th
Street to Cesar Chavez Street. An enhanced cap area north and
south of Dean Keeton Street near The University of Texas is
also being considered.
The City of Austin can implement cap and stitch development,
funding and implementation within the Capital Express Central
project. If outside funding is committed, TxDOT’s proposed
improvements will include the structural infrastructure to
support the city’s cap and stitch plan. Working together with
the community, our agencies can bring improvements to
enhance connectivity within our city. Similar projects across
Texas were funded through local partnerships, such as the
Klyde Warren Park in Dallas.
The Texas Transportation Commission adopted the Texas
Transportation Plan (TTP) 2050 on August. 27, 2020, to serve
as the state’s long-range, performance-based transportation
plan. The TTP 2050 guides planning and programming
decisions for the development, management, and operation of
the statewide, multimodal transportation system in Texas over
the next 30 years.
TxDOT has held several cross-agency meetings including team
members from City of Austin and CapMetro Project Connect to
ensure the Capital Express Central project aligns with other
transportation project goals for the City of Austin. For
example, TxDOT is evaluating multimodal enhancements to
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east-west crossings including wider and more accessible crossstreets at multiple locations in the project and is coordinating
with the city to tie into the city street network as well as the
Butler Hike and Bike Trail at Lady Bird Lake for continuity of
bicycle and pedestrian accommodations. In addition, shareduse paths will be constructed to connect to all east and west
crossings as well as running parallel to the entire length of the
project on both east and west sides.
The addition of restricted managed lanes is also being
proposed in the project to provide multi-modal transportation
opportunities and to encourage users to carpool and to take
advantage of mass transit, thus moving more people not cars.
At the present time, public transit buses, car pools, registered
van pools and emergency vehicles must remain in traffic with
all other vehicles on I-35. Managed lanes would help manage
overall traffic demand and provide qualifying vehicles with a
more reliable route, allowing them to bypass congestion and
arrive at their destinations more quickly. Where feasible and if
outside funding is committed, the I-35 Capital Express Central
project will provide direct access ramps between managed
lanes and frontage roads for transit vehicles.
TxDOT supports a multimodal transportation system and will
continue to collect public feedback and host cross-agency
meetings to implement multimodal enhancements as the
project moves forward.

3248 Nicole McGrath

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
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independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3249 Nicole Parker

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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[Email may be viewed in its entirety in the section entitled "Emailed Comments."]

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
Dear, I-35 Capital Express Central Project Team,
The Hancock neighborhood spans the area between 32nd and 45th streets immediately west of I-35, and
theAssociation serves to represent the interests of more than 2,000 central Austin households, i.e. around
6,000 residents, according to our estimates. On September 15, the Hancock Neighborhood Association
unanimously voted to adopt the following statement regarding the Capital Express Central project:
The Hancock Neighborhood Association opposes TxDOT’s current plans for the I-35 Capital Express Central
project. The schematics provided on August 10, 2021, reflect TxDOT’s insufficient attention to community
feedback and represent unnecessary harm to north central neighborhoods. Expanding I-35 to 20 – and in
some areas 22 – lanes will induce thousands of additional vehicle trips per day through central Austin,
offsetting potential gains in traffic safety, increasing emissions and noise pollution, degrading air quality,
exacerbating health conditions, likely contributing to further neighborhood traffic congestion, and obstructing
Austin’s Community Climate Plan target of net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. All this for an
expansion that will not relieve congestion, as stated by TxDOT’s own District Engineer Tucker Ferguson in a
presentation to Austin City Council on August 31.
We find these plans to be indefensible in light of the already unfolding climate crisis, which requires that we
all think more carefully and creatively about how we travel. We also find them to be outdated, as they do not
sufficiently take into account – let alone strategically integrate – the Project Connect plans for extensive light
rail service and additional bus service that will reduce Austinites’ need for vehicle trips. We do applaud
TxDOT’s intent to remove the upper decks, which bring noise into the entirety of our neighborhood and
exacerbate the division between Hancock and our eastside neighbors in Cherrywood, Wilshire Woods,
Mueller, and East Austin. We also applaud TxDOT’s openness to reconnecting downtown with a cap and stitch
plan and adding pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure. However, with only two “stitches” between US 290
East and MLK Blvd, and no definite plans for any “caps” in this 3.5-mile stretch, north central neighborhoods
like ours will disproportionately bear the considerable negative outcomes of an expansion of I-35. It is already
exceedingly difficult and dangerous for us to travel east to Cherrywood or Mueller on foot or by bicycle. We
can only imagine the additional challenges posed by a 20-lane thoroughfare, including up to 4-lane frontage
roads, no matter the particular design. What is more, the overwhelming majority of up to 147 displacements
and 32 acres of right-of-way required for Alternatives 2 and 3 are located in north central neighborhoods,
including Hancock. In 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman Bruce Bugg vowed that plans for I-35
in central Austin would be “no wider and no higher.” With its dismissal of community alternatives and the
removal of Alternative 1 from study – the only alternative that approached this claim – before the public was
able to comment on it, TxDOT has not kept this promise. Furthermore, TxDOT’s Alternatives 2 and 3 are
practically identical, leaving no opportunity for the community to participate in the project in a meaningful
way. North central neighborhoods affected by this proposed expansion deserve a direct, open dialogue with
TxDOT to develop a reasonable alternative that produces positive impacts for the people living and working
along the I-35 corridor, now and in the future. We therefore join other north central neighborhoods in
rejecting TxDOT’s current plans. We would like to engage with TxDOT to identify solutions that balance
TxDOT’s mandate to move traffic with our neighborhoods’ needs to breathe clean air, travel safely on foot
and by bicycle, and keep our homes and businesses from being demolished to make room for an even larger
highway.
We ask TxDOT to heed our concerns and design an I-35 corridor that
1. truly connects us, instead of dividing us further;
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2. preserves the integrity of our neighborhoods, instead of uprooting businesses and families;
3. reduces I-35’s footprint, if anything, instead of expanding it further;
4. works hand in hand with Project Connect, helping reduce traffic and pollution, instead of increasing them
further;
5. serves the needs, health, and safety of all Austinites engaged in all modes of transportation, of this and
many future generations, instead of doubling down on the mistakes of the past.

3251 Nicole Ray

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
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independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3252 Nicole Ray

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

TxDOT’s proposal for highway expansion is a big mistake for Austinites and we will not be able to go back
from this.
It is morally unconscionable to make decisions like this—ones that impact the health, safety, and well-being of
Austin residents—without our consent and when there are far superior alternatives we can explore when
comes to deciding what to do with I-35, including not having this highway running through the middle of
Austin at all. I am so tired and fed up living in a state that so consistently disrespects it’s people and fails to
meet basic tenants of a democratic society. The people having to live in the region of the highway should be
first and foremost taken into account.

3254 Nicole Wayman

9/18/2021 Email

Please stand up for people’s lives and their ability to flourish in the communities in which they live here in
Austin.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to strongly oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part
of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
Please use tools and think for the future.
You are widening the divide between east Austin.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3255 Nikhil Batra

8/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Options 2 and 3 have great facets. With a lot of visitors to Austin who may get confused by “upper deck
lanes”, I’d just encourage avoiding that kind of design. Keep up the great work!

See response to comment #7.
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I am visiting Austin from Vienna (Austria). While Austin is a beautiful place and the people are super nice, the
public transport system needs improvement. Very few people use it and the frequency of buses is very low.
There is no Metro rail system connecting different parts of the city either. I believe this is because Austin
seems to have been designed for use by people who own a car, and the expansion of I-35 will only incentivize
more driving and dis-incentivize people from using public transport. In the interest of environment and
reducing wastage of resources, I suggest that the funds are used to set up a metro rail system instead of
expanding the I-35.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3258 Nikki Graham

9/14/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
As Chair of the Austin Chamber and a proponent of economic development in Central Texas and the broader
region, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

3259 Nikki Hodgdon

8/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Why not turn that stretch of I-35 into a train/subway/high speed rail? Connect the two sides of the city with
public transit. This would decrease and prevent congestion. It also would reduce deaths caused by drinking
and driving. It could eventually become a source of revenue for the city instead of an interstate that is just a
financial burden. The train could run just north to south to start. You could partner with a electric scooter or
bike company to have scooter/bike stations at each train stop. There could even be a monthly train and
scooter pass.

See response to comment #8.
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I am not in favor of the TxDOT plan to expand I-35 on the east side of the highway. There are well-established
businesses and most importantly a residential neighborhood that would be significantly impacted by this
proposed plan. The neighborhood has been here since the 1940s and should not be further encroached by the
highway and the expansion should be considered along sections to the north or south instead. Please don’t
disregard the input the community members in the neighborhood have provided/are providing. This
expansion will seriously affect our residential community and our livelihood. Thank you.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #1996.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3262 Nikki Scheinost

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I strongly oppose expanding I35, especially on the east side where there is a community that is like family to
one another. There are better alternatives than taking away businesses and homes where families live. I35
already presents air and noise issues and the expansion would make it unbearable to live being located within
blocks of this massive highway where people are trying to live and have a decent quality of life. Cars are
repeatedly racing along I35 and I believe that highway expansion would make this more problematic. Families
would be displaced outside of Austin due to the inflated market. Please reconsider and route traffic around
the city. I’ve lived in this neighborhood for 25 years and am desperately hoping someone within TxDOT will
listen and do what’s right for our community. This decision impacts many lives.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #19.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Consider alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban
Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial
injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with
City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
3264 Nikolai Tangdit

3265 Nilu Bohra

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Email

We absolutely should not expand i35 even further. We should not bulldoze our city to build more and more
highways. We know from cities like LA and Houston that adding more lanes doesn't decrease the traffic. I
think TxDoT needs to have a more holistic approach to transportation. If we want to decrease traffic, we need
to provide better services for public transit and make it safer to walk or bike.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I have seen so many proposals that looked better than this: two tiered but same width, buried I35 (my
favorite!) and increasing routes AROUND the city. I've seen Dallas. Every time I drive into Dallas I sweat
thinking about how stressful all the lanes are and how horrible the traffic still is. Don't do this to Austin. I'd
rather sit slow 8 lane traffic than slow 20 lane traffic. It's demoralizing and an ugly scar across a city that draws
people for its beautiful environment.

3267 Nirav Patel

9/15/2021 Email

I truly believe we should be looking at more trains/trams, which I have gladly and happily taken in cities across
the US and across the world. I think any solutions that relies on expanding for more cars will ultimately fail, as
it has in every other urban city.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Instead of changing the auto culture of this country, TxDOT and the likes have a solution to continually
increase the flow of traffic. This is the not the solution!!!!
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

There are other ways to do this without increasing throughput. Instead, focus on the car culture of this
country.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3269 Nita Williams

9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please, please do not expand I-35. It makes no sense. I DO NOT want my tax dollars going to pay for
unnecessary highways. Make Toll Road 130 free so that truckers will use it. For our growing city, viable Public
transportation would be the best solution for the future. I would use light rail every day if it was available.
Look at how well it has worked in Portand, Oregon and other cities. Out city should set an example and create
a world class public transportation system.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Hello fine city representatives,
I am writing to vehemently oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) proposals for I-35 as
part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project. How about we use that money and time to build public
transportation? In the long run, that will serve our city better that more roads.
Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent promise from state
leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is ignoring that promise
and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful alternatives, signaling
its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than 140 local homes and
businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
This is the third open house public comment period. In the first two, TxDOT received thousands and
thousands of comments, about 95% negative. Therefore they have ignored their results, and called for yet
another public comment period. What's to be gained by this game? The public is already knowledgeable
enough to know they don't want the TxDOT three solutions that are the same solution. Thank you for
listening. I don't expect you to do anything useful, but thanks anyway. Bye.
Please actually listen to the community that lives in this area and do not proceed with the hideous 20+ lane
IH35 plans. The narrower the better, it is not about moving as many cars as possible. This is about making
Austin livable in the future. We have all seen Houston and TxDOTs highway disasters there, do not bring them
here.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.

The highway should serve the residents of Austin over all else, and the residents of Austin very clearly do not
want the road wider than it already is.
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Shameful.

See response to comment #30

Txdot staff and their leadership are enamored with this idea that for just a couple more billion dollars,
suburban commuters can shave 30 seconds off their life-crushing commute.
These people don't live next to the highway asthma corridor they've designed.
They're following in their predecessor's steps of physically dividing the city and then choking it full of more air
and noise pollution.
When you retire, your legacy will be of helping fuel climate change because you didn't have the backbone to
tell Campo and everyone higher up that what they want is unrealistic, impossible to achieve. One more lane,
or 20 plus lanes in this case, will do nothing towards the stated objectives.
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Cowards.
Please don't expand the highway, displace residents and businesses and bring highway noise further into
residential neighborhoods. That's not what the city needs right now.

See response to comment #6.

Research shows that adding more highway lanes doesn't reduce congestion. Please use this money to help
Austin with public transportation options instead.

See response to comment #8.

Please please postpone going forward with this plan. Instead of simply deeming the community alternatives
(like those proposed by Reconnect Austin for example) "unfeasible", please meet directly with these
organizations and see whether the concerns you have about them can be mitigated. Let's all work together on
this so we can come up with a solution.

See response to comment #33.

I looked carefully through your evaluation of the alternatives. Could you please upload a document explaining
how the models you used took into account (1) the fact that adding more lanes to the highway will create an
added incentive to drive, resulting in more total drivers on the road than there would be otherwise. (Whereas
fewer lanes or increased congestion incentivizes less driving and more biking/walking/use of public transit) (2)
The projected impact of Austin's Project Connect. (3) The fact that adding highway lanes will impact
development patterns: potentially adding yet more cars to the road.(4) The projected increase of remote
work. Thanks so much!
Please do not add more lanes to I-35. If you think the alternatives the community has suggested are
unfeasible, then please just leave the highway as it is. I noticed a concern raised about "highway traffic" being
diverted onto city streets. But I think the problem is the reverse. City traffic is being constantly diverted onto
the highway. Most of the time, if I want to drive from point A to point B in Austin, my GPS recommends
getting on the highway. There is no reason somebody driving from Hyde Park to UT should be getting on I-35.
But because of the increased speed limit on the highway, GPS systems make these recommendations. If I-35
gets increasingly congested, that will just incentivize people (and GPS systems) making local trips to stay on
local streets, to bike, walk or use public transport. On the other hand, more lanes, mean more GPS systems

Please see response to comment #273.
View the TTI report at: https://my35capex.com/wpcontent/uploads/2021/08/Community-AlternativesAnalysis.pdf.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.
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will be recommending local traffic on the highway. You could also add tolls on I-35 to disincentivize local
traffic and encourage alternate modes of transportation. The toll money could be used to support public
transit and bike lanes within the city. If you're going to pour money into a project, please help us with public
transport, or save it for a project like Reconnect Austin. Please do not add more lanes to the highway.
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You absolutely can't widen this thing to wipe out dozens of homes and businesses. The end result has to be
something built to connect the city and remove the current barrier that is I-35. Raise it, bury it, stack it,
whatever, but it can't be wider and it has to be easy to cross on foot or bike anywhere in the city. I understand
you're in a car-focused business, but this is in Austin and needs to be a civic improvement rather than a car
dump.
Widening I-35 will only increase traffic, demolish local businesses and only further sprawls out development.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #6.

Texas deserves more freedom to choose how to get around the state beyond highways. Businesses have a
right to stand their ground. Denser cities generate more money for their states.
Each of TxDOT's build alternatives proposed here are a terribly expensive mistake, without the slightest
legitimate justification. Thru traffic should be routed along Texas 130, full stop. I-35 needs to shrink and make
room for the city to heal and develop places for people to live, work, and play.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #685.

I-35 was a destructive and racist choice at its conception and this plan will make it even more destructive,
equally to the taxpayer's bank account, to the planet, to the neighborhoods located all along the interstate,
and to the health of people breathing in the fumes, brake dust, and tire particles that will be shed in even
greater amounts if this plan is implemented.
It is increasingly clear that this agency is not a transportation agency at all, but merely a puppet for the
corporate interests that wish to preserve maximum consumption of automobiles and fossil fuels. The
hypocrisy of deeming the community alternatives, such as Reconnect Austin's plan, as "not feasible" in the
midst of an accelerating global climate crisis is astounding.
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Residents of Austin are urging you to stop moving forward with either of the two build alternatives
immediately. Listen to the people who are deeply impacted by the decisions you pretend to understand. If
you cannot find a plan that meets the demands of the city -- namely that you refrain entirely from expanding
the interstate, increasing right-of-way, or pouring billions of dollars into more automobile infrastructure -then proceed with the no-build solution and allow your engineers to learn more about the impacts of their
decisions.
TxDOT has ruined Austin mobility for a decade and now they want to encroach and destroy local homes and
businesses with their new expansion. America is the most backwards country out here, over half a century
behind other developed countries who figured out their transportation infrastructure and now have it down
to a science. While our infrastructure decays and the worlds climate rapidly deteriorates, y'alls bright idea is
to speed up the impending doom instead of combatting it. What we need is highspeed public transportation,
not your planned parking lots.

See response to comment #8.
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Please do not add more lanes to I-35! If you'd like there to be more HOV lanes on I-35 then please turn
existing lanes into HOV lanes. Thank you!

See response to comment #6.

You built 130 and 183 as freeways for a reason. Instead of expanding I-35 in an already crammed area, why
not take advantage of the vast space around 130 to expand there? Re-route through traffic onto 130, and
make I-35 a toll road for anyone crossing the Colorado River.

See response to comment #19.

More east-west connections need to be added north of MLK.

See response to comment #1427

More attention and care needs to be give to the segment between Dean Keeton and Airport. Widening the
ROW footprint will have a huge and negative impact on the neighborhoods that abut the freeway.

See response to comment #19.

I have heard about the plans to expand the I-35. As a resident of Austin, I plead with you - "no wider, no
higher." More highway is not what Austin needs. We don't need more cars, more noise, more pollution,
more destruction of homes and businesses. As a city we voted to spend our own tax money to improve public
transportation options. Please support such efforts instead and don't add more lanes to the highway.

See response to comment #6.

Adding more lanes, will ultimately require more lanes in the future as the population grows. Need a
comprehensive solution that includes public transportation, pedestrian/bike lanes, and increased capacity for
cars

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.

Please do not widen I-35. I think the project should be designed to reduce emissions and be based on
community proposals (like for example Reconnect Austin or Rethink 35). Please do not proceed with
widening the highway. That is not what our community wants.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

Please do not widen I-35!! I support the idea of removing the tolls on 130 to encourage going around the city
rather than through it. This can be done by redesignating the two highways (I-35 and 130). We do not want
more highway running through our city - we want less of it. Please do not expand the highway that divides
our community. Consider community alternatives like Rethink 35 and Reconnect Austin.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.

Please do not expand I-35 it will just segregate Austin more and will be a devastating blow to reducing carbon
emissions

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #685.

1305

No.

Commenter Name

3292 No Name

3293 No Name

3294 No Name

Entry
Source
Date
9/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

3295 No Name

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

3296 No Name

9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

3297 No Name

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Comment

Response

Bury I-35, do not widen it.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

The idea of destroying homes and businesses and adding more lanes to I-35 feels, to be quite frank,
devastating. It's not what I want this city to be - it's not what I want this planet to be. Please do not do this. I
support alternatives like Rethink 35 or Reconnect Austin.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.

A recent survey shows that more than half of Austinites want to get around in a way other than private car.
And about 80% want more money spent on car alternatives. What this shows is that if there ARE ways to get
around not by car, Austinites will happily opt for them. To battle congestion and overflow traffic we need to
invest in car alternatives. And as a city we've voted to spend 7 billion of our own tax dollars on public
transportation. Adding more highway is exactly the opposite of what's needed right now to solve our traffic
problems. If TX-DOT wants to add 4-billion to improving biking, walking, and public transport within the city,
instead of adding more highway, we would love that so much! Also - I don't think it's fair to reject community
proposals on the basis of the idea that too much traffic would overflow onto city streets without taking into
account the fact that people may instead chose alternative modes of transportation - ESPECIALLY if it
becomes easier to use these alternative modes because of projects like Project Connect, and an increased
interest in car-alternatives, more bike lanes, etc.
If the money set aside for this project were used to expand Project Connect and turn I-35 into a boulevard (as
Rethink 35 suggests) then: (a) through traffic could go around Austin on 130 (and the issue with tolls could be
solved through a designation switch). (b) Commuters would have reliable rail service into and out of the city
without using cars. (c) Local traffic would increasingly rely on biking, walking, and public transit - something
most Austinites would RATHER be doing. (d) Those that need to drive along I-35 through Austin - like trucks
delivering goods to the city - would still be able to do so. (e) Generated tax revenue from the land could
further support alternate transportation options and (f) All the while there would be less demand for driving
through the I-35 space as more people choose alternate modes of transport. These funds could help make
things so much better! Please consider using them in these ways rather than expanding 35!
Induced Demand is real. Building this will increase congestion instead of reducing it. This highway needs to
stop. Now. I drive it every day but would drive it less and take more alternative transportation if it was easier
/ safer to cross…

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.

Please do not expand I-35 through Austin!! Instead use these funds to help us make Austin less dependent on
cars. Support public transport, and implement the proposals of Reconnect Austin or Rethink 35. Or at a bare
minimum leave the highway as it is. We need to decrease reliance on cars in Austin - and expanding the
highway does not help with that goal! There have been several highway remova/burial projects throughout
the country that have been extremely successful. The nightmare-ish traffic spillovers that some were
concerned about simply didn't come to fruition and these projects have been widely regarded as successes. In
fact, Austin's I-35 was listed as one of fifteen freeways in the U.S that is prime for this kind of project by the
Congress for The New Urbanism. I also have yet to see how the models you used concerning "traffic spillover"
account for increased public transportation options, and people making different choices in response to
reduced capacity.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #8.
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1. “NO HIGHER, NO WIDER.” Get used to hearing this while your project stalls out. You can expect a Houstonstyle lawsuit (not to mention FHWA shutting things down). This project will be on the shelf for years to come,
just like I-45 in Houston. If you want to actually see improvements constructed in your lifetime, then please
actually build what the community wants instead of quickly ruling it out.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #271.

2. Thank you for reconnecting 5th Street between downtown and East Austin – this is a vital link to the Plaza
Saltillo District and its associated retail.
3. Alternative 1 shouldn’t have been ruled out (it’s bad, but it’s the least bad alternative).
4. Alternative 3 is unbelievably bad, with the bridges probably worse and uglier than the existing highway.
5. So much wasted space at Airport – you need to make this an urban intersection and sell off the excess land.
Need to also sell or donate the excess ROW throughout the corridor (Dean Keeton, for example).
6. Get rid of ALL land acquisitions; the road is already too wide. Tunnel the highway (actual tunnel, not
cut/cap and not just managed lanes) or reroute around the City on 183 and convert 35 to a boulevard (latter
option is preference – Rethink 35 has a much more accurate vision of the future compared to TxDOT, which is
sad since you’re the folks being paid to keep up with best practices).
7. If we can’t do this right, don’t do it at all. Waste of money as currently conceived. Did a Houston engineer
design this terrible thing? Also, please give back the CAMPO money since you are not fulfilling the region’s
goals for transportation.
8. So…Reconnect Austin’s proposed project performs as well from a traffic perspective and is way better for
humans (you know, the taxpayers who pay your salary and consulting fees)…but you rule it out simply
because 50 story towers aren’t viable on every blockface next to it to pay the expense. News alert: your
current proposed alternatives bring in $0 in revenue, so I guess you should rule those out, too, based on your
flawed and biased criteria. Bring back this option and find the money – I think you’d be surprised just how
much private money would come flowing in.
9. If you insist on the current flawed design downtown, at a minimum the state (not city) should pay the full
cost for the caps and parks. It’s about time the state paid damages for the past, present, and future damage
caused to the capital city of Texas as a result of your racist actions and failure to care about the
neighborhoods surrounding the highway.

Current frontage road posted speeds within the project area
range between 40-50 mph. Posted speeds are determined
once construction is complete. For all proposed build
alternatives, TxDOT is lowering frontage road speeds to
35mph.
TxDOT routinely evaluates the design guidance, which includes
design speed, and must comply with federal and state
standards for highway design, including TxDOT’s Roadway
Design Manual, the AASHTO Policy on Geometric Design of
Highways and Streets and the Texas Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices.
Design speed is used explicitly for determining minimum
values for road design, such as horizontal curve radius and
sight distance based on the roadway function and
classification. Roadway geometric design features such as
cross-section elements, lane widths, shoulder width, etc., are
determined based on the road function and safety in relation
to the design speed.
The posted speed limit is normally set at the nearest value to
the 85th percentile speed ending in 5 or 0 of the observed
speed of a group of vehicles traveling on a section of road. City
governments and TxDOT must conduct traffic and engineering
studies according to requirements outlined in TxDOT's
publication, Procedures for Establishing Speed Zones, when
setting a speed limit on the state highway system.

10. You are fooling yourself if you think outdated HOV lanes will help transit (or private cars, for that matter).
Managed lanes (WITH TOLLS) are the name of the game. Don’t let an activist from San Antonio that donates
to the governor dictate bad transportation policy in a different city.
11. Spoiler alert: all of these options are high-speed freeways and therefore none of them will get rid of highspeed deaths. If you are serious about “drive to zero” you’ll also “drive slower” by changing the type of
facilities you design.
12. TTI didn’t do an independent evaluation of community alternatives. How do I know? Because most of TTI’s
funding comes from TxDOT, meaning they will always give you the result you ask for because they want future
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work from you. To actually be an independent evaluation, I suggest consulting with a university-based
institute elsewhere in the country (maybe Carnegie Mellon or somewhere of equal stature?). Also, you claim
that they found no community alternatives to be viable, but that is not true – Reconnect Austin is viable per
all determinations, and just needs additional funding.
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Please don't cowtow to the downtown hipsters and depress the mainlanes. This is neither cost effective nor
the best use of engineering and environmental contracting resources. All the aesthetic improvements in the
world will not undo the damage to environmental justice populations from the original construction.
Gentrification has removed a majority of the EJ population that suffered the impacts. The proposed aesthetic
improvements are no more than a windfall for the gentrifying developers and the hipster condo dwellers.
Please don't waste federal and state funds on depressing the mainlanes and all these unrealistic
"improvements".
I am opposed to I35 widening. It will affect my property and neighborhood. This is not a long term solution to
Austin’s traffic problems.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #65.

Hello. Please do not create a gigantic highway through Austin that is worse than I-35. This is not going to help
people who live there, and it is barely going to help people who have to drive through there. Please do not do
that. This will be a ton of work to get to that point, and then you're going to be left with even more traffic by
the time you're done.

See response to comment #6.

I oppose all efforts to depress the mainlanes and add expensive aesthetic features that do not improve travel
times and safety for the traveling public.This silliness only adds cost to the tax payers. This is NOT mitigation
for cumulative impacts to Environmental Justice communities.Gentrification has decimated the East Austin
area beyond recognition. Depressing the mainlanes and all the associated aesthetic improvements will only

See response to comment #65.

See response to comment #6.
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benefit the wealthy White Downtown condo dwellers and the gentrifying developers.Please do not spend tax
payers money on unjustified, impractical, and expensive activities that do not directly improve travel times or
safety for the traveling public.
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I support TxDOT's project. Please build it.

See response to comment #7.

I support TxDot's proposal. Please build.

See response to comment #7.

This is a terrible idea. Focus on public transportation.

See response to comment #8.

We support TxDOT's project. Please build.

See response to comment #7.

It makes no sense to widen I-35 straight through the middle of town. There's just no reason. It knocks out all
kinds of neighborhoods. It creates enormous chaos straight through the center of our town, for probably 10
years. Honestly, I just don't understand why you wouldn't reroute traffic around the city. It makes so much
more sense. You do it in other locations. You know, why does Dallas get that consideration and we don't? You
know, there's absolutely no reason, unless the purpose is to try to harm the city. Because it absolutely will
harm our city, you know, and it takes control away from, you know, our locality to be able to determine how
to, you know, map the entire city. I mean it's an enormous chunk of the center of town and it will forever scar
us. And you know, honestly, where we are already, you know, red-lined, and we've got, you know, so much
inequality and for generations, and this is an opportunity to address that and fix that. But also, this area of
town is already so ugly, you know, and it's very highly populated, and you know, we could make it beautiful,
we could turn it into something and this just makes no sense at all to go the opposite way with that. I mean,
look at what UT is building right on MLK and the highway. That's just going to get knocked down? It took, you
know, I mean, yeah, okay, nobody cares about the, you know -- [end of message]
I support this proposal. Please build.

See response to comment #19.

Yes, I have never understood how come we can't have a loop around Austin like other big cities in Texas. We
should have had that toll road to the west and east that made into a loop around town, and we'd get rid of a
lot of this traffic on I-35. Thank you.

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #7.
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This is awful, I-35 should not be widened in Austin. It's already an open wound to the city.

See response to comment #6.

We have what is likely a once in a lifetime opportunity to improve I-35 and the Austin community’s space
around it. TxDOT has determined that Alternatives 2 and 3 will be carried forward for detailed analysis. But as
I review those alternatives, I wonder if this is really the best that TxDOT can do?

See response to comment #33.

Alternatives 2 and 3 focus on expanding I-35, even though it is widely accepted among urban planners that
highway expansion plans create additional travel demand that will absorb the additional capacity. TxDOT’s
own traffic engineers have acknowledged that adding lanes will not meaningfully relieve congestion.
Additional cars will soon clog the additional lanes, leaving us where we started, except with a wider road —
one that continues to cut off east Austin from the rest of the city. Based on TxDOT’s own documents it
appears these alternatives were selected due at least in part to a needlessly narrow scope, purpose, and need
for the project.
TxDOT is in the position of being able to offer a solution that will better: (i) connect the city; (ii) enhance
multimodal mobility opportunities; (iii) reduce traffic injuries and deaths; (iv) reduce greenhouse gases; (v)
increase equity; and (vi) improve the aesthetics of the city. Instead of creating a highway with a much larger
footprint, which we know invites congestion by fueling the need for car-centric transit, TxDOT could be
creating connectivity and encouraging safe multimodal transit options. Instead of displacing hundreds of
homes and businesses as the current alternatives do, TxDOT could be creating more space for additional
housing and businesses to develop, creating a stronger Austin community and a better economy.
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One proposal that would better achieve these goals is Reconnect Austin. Based on TxDOT’s community
alternatives analysis, “although most of Reconnect Austin’s concept goals of a boulevard with redeveloped
land is outside TxDOT’s scope and purpose and need for this project, some of these goals can be
accommodated…through ongoing partnership with the appropriate agencies.” Given the opportunity
available to us, we can and must do better than Alternatives 2 and 3 currently permit. I encourage TxDOT to
focus on creating a transportation solution that is more innovative and inclusive than the alternatives on the
table.
Do not depress the lanes through Austin. This is a waste of money and only benefits the downtown condo
dwelling hipsters and the gentrifying developers. This is not mitigation for the previous cumulative impacts to
the EJ population from the original construction of IH 35. East Austin has been gentrified beyond recognition
and depressing the lanes and all the associated increased engineering and environmental costs will do nothing
except line developers pockets and benefit high income Anglos. Use limited public funds to do additional
needed infrastructure improvements in areas where these are needed and will truly benefit EJ populations.

See response to comment #65
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As a resident of Austin, Texas, I REJECT and STRONGLY OPPOSE all three alternatives proposed by TxDOT for
the Capital Express Central project. All of the build alternatives proposed by TxDOT are fundamentally
incompatible with the needs of the people of Austin.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #33.

An expansion of I-35 through Austin would destroy communities while contributing no worthwhile benefit to
the people of Austin. An expansion of I-35 is likely to make congestion worse in accordance with the theory of
induced demand. I STRONGLY believe TxDOT's build proposals for the Capital Express Central Project would
make road conditions more dangerous for the people of Austin while increasing travel times.

3314 No Name

3315 Noah Benham

3316 Noah Harper

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/20/2021 Email

I STRONGLY SUPPORT the North Central I-35 Neighborhood Coalition (NCINC) and their vision for a
community build alternative. I STRONGLY believe that the Capital Express Central Project should NOT proceed
until a community build alternative approved by the people of Austin is developed.
No wider and no higher. I strenuously oppose the expansion proposals.

See response to comment #6.

The I-35 expansion plan as it currently stands, expanding the existing highway would further blight Austin’s
skyline, and deepen racial divides the city was founded upon. Please reconsider alternatives such as
Reconnect Austin’s restored East Avenue plan, or TxDOT’s underground concept.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #685.

Much can be learned from Seattle’s Alaskan Way Viaduct project. The project moved an above-ground
eyesore of a highway below street level. The waterfront is already becoming revitalized with park space, new
businesses and efficient traffic flow.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3317 Nora Comstock

9/15/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. I am
grateful that you are willing to remedy this dangerous situation . Your decisive action to transform this critical
stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are
experiencing, will save lives and also reduce the amount of exhaust spewed into our atmosphere which is
contributing to climate change challenges.

Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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3318 Nora Martin
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9/13/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3319 Nora Martin

3320 Nova T.

9/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/17/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
No No No expansion of IH35 by St. Davids Hospital/32nd/381/2 Streets. Horrible nightmare Use alternate
options. 130.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3321 nthnryn

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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3322 Nyssa Hoerner
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9/22/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I am a mother of two, pregnant with a third. I want my kids to live in a town where they can breathe the air
without fear. I want bike lane and walkable sidewalks to be a part of their upbringing. I write to oppose the
Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express
Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3323 Nyssa Sherazee

8/26/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The rebuilding of I-35 should not be treated as an exercise to increase lanes, it should be viewed as an
opportunity to reconnect East and West Austin. The proposals in alternates 2&3 only make the chasm
between the city worse. Please do not repeat and build upon past mistakes. As a resident of a neighborhood
adjacent to I-35, I find it unacceptable how many properties in my neighborhood would be destroyed,
including buildings of historic significance. Further, if business are removed and the frontage road backs up to
residences, there is no chance for activating a commercial corridor. I ask that you take alternates 2&3 off the
table and work with community members on the design of buried lanes which will allow us to reconnect our
city.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1427.
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3324 Nyssa Sherazee

Entry
Source
Date
9/10/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I live in the Cherrywood neighborhood, blocks from I-35 and I write to oppose the Texas Department of
Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
Reconnect Austin is a viable community based proposal that would generate revenue for our city. Please
make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger. TxDOT’s proposal to widen the highway
that has already hurt our city is unacceptable and will decrease our tax revenue.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3325 Nytish Shah

3326 OD Wilson

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/11/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Do not expand the highway - it does not solve traffic problems according to numerous studies

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3327 Olin Reynolds

9/13/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

3328 Olive Fontaine

9/17/2021 Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3329 Oliver Bernstein

3330 Oliver Freiberger

9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/10/2021 Email

No wider, no higher. I35 needs improvements, but this plan is a boondoggle that won't improve traffic but will
instead harm our friends and neighbors. Let's repair I35, improve safety and prioritize alternatives to driving.
Focus on public transit, better zoning, congestion pricing, and more.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3331 Olivia Kuchik

8/31/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Widening i-35 would be a disaster for our city. I live in central Austin, I'm not a homeowner and would hope
to be one day. Please do not destroy homes and businesses just to add more traffic. It is proven that more
lanes = more traffic just look at Katy Freeway. Please support mixed use roads and boulevards. No more urban
sprawl.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.

Comment
Form
3332 Olivia Kuchik

9/20/2021 Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Please don't tear down homes and businesses to widen i35. Studies show wider highways do not fix traffic
they only add to it. I don't not want Austin to become another Houston with urban sprawl and a Katy
Freeway.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
I have lived here for over 10 years and I want to keep living here and supporting projects that help Austinites
and their values.
3333 Olivia Primanis

9/11/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I challenge TX-DOT and Austin to create a better solution to the I-35 traffic problem- such as incorporating TX130 - rather than implementing an expansion of 20 lanes through Central Austin- an expansion currently
predicted to be clogged when it opens. Please respect the east and west sides of the City of Austin as home to
almost 1 million people rather than simply a road for thousands of cars and trucks driving from here to there.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3335 Olivia Smith

3336 Omar Saucedo

8/31/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am commenting to push back against the plan to expand I-35. Research has shown that expansion of
highways does not reduce traffic bottlenecks and so this plan will not address the most urgent traffic needs in
our city. This money should be spent on public transit which will allow more efficient transport of people and
reduce traffic as well as be more equitable and not displace residents.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1320

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3337 Omar Saucedo

9/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I ask that you stick to the "no wider, no higher" plan that TX DoT originally proposed for I-35. To continue to
expand I-35 is not a forward thinking plan. We should not double down on the legacy of segregation that I-35
has signified for Austin. Taking it under ground would be the best approach to open it up for spaces that unite
the two sides of Austin. As we think about climate change and air quality, expanding the highway is not in our
city's and country's best interest.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #685.

Sincerely,

3338 oprior

9/16/2021 Email

Omar Sauced
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3339 Ora Houston

8/10/2021 Public
Meeting

I live in Upper Boggy Creek planning area. Been concerned and engaged in I35 since 2008.
Once again it appears that land will be taken from the east side of the current interstate.
It happened with the original interstate, the expansion and now this. In all these options the majority of the
land in east!
Please look for other options to mitigate the congestion.
Please don’t take the land from the businesses and property owners in east Austin.

See response to comment #160.

3340 Ora Houston

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Email

None of the proposed alternatives make sense.

See response to comment #19.

Allow I35 for Austin traffic ONLY. All through traffic must be rerouted to 130. REMOVE the tolls!…
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

3341 Oscar Rodriguez

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3342 Oscar Slotboom

3343 Oscarv Lipchak

8/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/9/2021

Email

I support the Central Capital Express project.

See response to comment #7.

I support the elimination of Alternative 1. Alternative 1 is excessively expensive.

I support both Alternative 2 and Alternative 3, and I hope TxDOT can move forward with the project as quickly
as possible.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3344 Oshadi Wimalarathne

9/24/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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3345 Oslo Brewster
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. It's terrible for our rapidly dying environment, terrible for community in
Austin, and just plain terrible city planning.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3346 Ottilia Willis

3347 Owain Fryer

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/15/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
If trucks are diverted to SH 130, as they are intended to be, then traffic would be reduced.

See response to comment #19.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1325

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3348 Page Parker

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #685.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Respectfully, I ask that you take a look around and ask yourself what Austin really needs. While adding more
lanes to a highway may sound like a good proposal to reduce traffic and improve things overall, at first glance,
it's been proven over and over that it does not work! Increasing room for cars has never once successfully
decreased traffic. All it does is create an induced demand for driving, causing even more traffic than before.
Adding more room for cars, encourages more people to get in their cars and drive! And anyway, is our autodependent nation really all that sustainable?... We call on you to do better.
All alternatives should be independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air
quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated
from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3350 Paige Trabulsi

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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As an Austin architect and AIA member, I am including our presidents letter concerning the important
decision that is before the TXDOT board regarding the expansion of IH35 through downtown Austin. I stand
whole-heartedly behind the pleas and concerns voiced in this letter. Thank you for taking these views under
consideration.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.

While our membership holds a variety of opinions on various topics,one thing we all have in common is an
appreciation for the design process that carefully analyzes priorities and constraints and applies creative
problem solving to achieve the most appropriate solution for any given prompt. We strive for beautiful,
functional, high-performing, sustainable solutions that balance alternatives relative to the upfront and lifecycle costs.Because we apply these skills to complex projects daily, we know that challenges can be turned
into opportunities and a wonderful result can be achieved with the help of our partners in the engineering,
landscape architecture, and construction industries, to name a few.We optimistically request that TxDOT take
another stab at producing an alternative that takes a systems-thinking,design-driven approach to the portion
of I-35 that cuts through Austin’s Urban Core (Cap Ex Central). This is a project of a lifetime that Austinites,
visitors,and those traveling through will experience day in and day out for 50 plus years into the future. It
should exemplify the innovation of our day.It should also be mindful of the place in which it is being
constructed—the real people who will have their lives and businesses permanently destroyed and removed
from Austin’s tax rolls. This action should be absolutely avoided in every possible instance and the approach
should be taken that these properties are sacred. What would the design be if those weren’t available for the
taking?As people who evaluate options large and small, we expect to have the opportunity to evaluate
meaningfully different alternatives. This opportunity is not being afforded with the two alternatives presented
and therefore the call for public feedback sounds hollow and disingenuous. Could one of the three community
alternatives not also be studied?Frontage roads should be designed as slow, narrow, urban, multi-modal,
transit-supportive city streets, instead of high-speed frontage roads. Those city streets would serve to rejoin
our grid and stitch our city back together.

Every possible east/west street should be reconnected. Fewer ramps would go a long way toward achieving
this. Interchanges have no place in this dense urban area and destroy opportunities for easy, intuitive,
accessible pedestrian crossings.As designers we believe that the built environment is critical to the character
of Austin and our quality of life. We encourage TxDOT to work with city of Austin engineers, who are adept at
creating city streets in an urban environment. We hope to see a design for the surface level of this highway
that is a quality urban environment with safe, multi-modal streets, trees, and places designed for people. I-35
through the heart of Austin should do a significantly better job connecting walkable, vibrant neighborhoods,
starting with significantly narrowing the footprint of the highway and providing additional east/west points of
connection.Furthermore, our professional charge is a duty to protect the Health, Safety,and Welfare of the
Public and therefore at this time AIA Austin cannot support the current options presented by TxDOT on
8/10/21. The current highway design must be revisited.Please consider increasing safety with:lower design
speeds for main lanes and frontage roads using more progressive engineering standards ramping that is
appropriate to an urban context better serving transit creating truly safe designs for all road uses providing
access over mobility and safety over speed. Please make every effort to incorporate design elements lending
themselves toward lessening I-35's contribution to air pollution in Austin's environment and our global
climate.Bring forth designs that reduce the high levels of noise and urban heat island created by I-35 that
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Current frontage road posted speeds within the project area
range between 40-50 mph. Posted speeds are determined
once construction is complete. For all proposed build
alternatives, TxDOT is lowering frontage road speeds to
35mph.
TxDOT routinely evaluates the design guidance, which includes
design speed, and must comply with federal and state
standards for highway design, including TxDOT’s Roadway
Design Manual, the AASHTO Policy on Geometric Design of
Highways and Streets and the Texas Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices.
Design speed is used explicitly for determining minimum
values for road design, such as horizontal curve radius and
sight distance based on the roadway function and
classification. Roadway geometric design features such as
cross-section elements, lane widths, shoulder width, etc., are
determined based on the road function and safety in relation
to the design speed.
The posted speed limit is normally set at the nearest value to
the 85th percentile speed ending in 5 or 0 of the observed
speed of a group of vehicles traveling on a section of road. City
governments and TxDOT must conduct traffic and engineering
studies according to requirements outlined in TxDOT's
publication, Procedures for Establishing Speed Zones, when
setting a speed limit on the state highway system.
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negatively impact the quality of life near the Interstate. Additionally, make changes to ensure SH-130 is
utilized as originally described;a by-pass of downtown Austin for through traffic,including tractortrailers.Please contribute to the well-being of Austinites by ensuring that the solution for Cap Ex Central
prevents further displacement of Austinites. What was done in the 1950's is not socially acceptable in this day
and time.Citizens voices must be heard. Weare in the middle of a housing and transportation crisis and we
need better design solutions that address these crises by creating an environment that's conducive to
housing, jobs, community services,and transit options.

Respectfully,
Pam Chandler, AIA Austin

3352 Parisa Enayatpour

9/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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As a tax payer and austinite of almost 13 years, I want to firmly express my disappointment and disaproval of
the expansion of I-35. I-35 has long been a physical barrier that exenplifies the deep wound of the racial,
economic and, class divide in our city. The lane expansion of this highway will do nothing to alleviate traffic
and transportation stresses from our roadways. Not to mention physically deepening the divide between the
east side of the city and the west. Rather than using a tremendous amount of resources and capital to worsen
multiple issues. The city should reevaluate this project and instead strengthen the existing transportation
infrastructure.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.
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I grew up in Austin and currently live in East Austin (Mueller).

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.

I am deeply opposed to this plan to expand I35. The history of i35 is so fraught and has caused so much pain
for communities of color in Austin, communities that continue to suffer from economic disparities in our
economy.

This plan would also wipe out long-standing precious businesses and residences that should be protected.

I am also concerned that the expansion will not lead to long lasting benefits or reduction of traffic (not to
mention the decrease in pollution or vehicle miles traveled) for a meaningful or sustainable period of time.
Why cause so much pain when it won’t really benefit our community’s long term goals?

Please stop this plan until we have more time to consider the alternatives.

A concerned Austinite who loves her city,

3354 Parker Blackiston

9/9/2021

Email

Parisa Fatehi
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. I'm really disappointed at these plans as they simply make Austin a worse
city to live in. Expanding highways that run straight through the middle of the city is a terrible idea that does
not improve local community or businesses. It also does nothing to improve the walk and bike infrastructure
for Austin, which is what makes a city more affordable and accessible for everyone.
The plans I support and that you should seriously consider are: Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban
Land Institute's Cap and Stitch.
Please oppose the TxDOT's proposal and help us build a better Austin through the plans above. This is one of
my top considerations in local elections so I plan to vote against anyone who supports the current TxDOT
proposals.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
How about incentivizing the use of public transportation? I lived in NYC for 20 years and took the bus
wherever I went. Can't we get the buses to cover more ground? And give people a reason to ride them?

3356 Pat Kelly

9/13/2021 Email

If you absolutely need to add lanes to I35, at least add them above/below the existing ones. Let's stop the
sprawl of I 35.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3357 Pat Womack

9/24/2021 Email

3358 Patricia Ellis

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I really don't think that just widening I35 is a good solution. Please consider the community alternatives
proposed. I don't think displacing all those businesses is a good idea either. Urban development that involves
tearing down existing structures/businesses is not pleasing - it ends up just looking leveled. You need to come
up with a better plan that keeps Austin intact and doesn't level it. That would be a mistake. Most people I
know hate I35. It needs to be improved not expanded. Divert traffic to 130 toll roads - expand that highway.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
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Since moving from OH 3 years ago, we have been appalled at the traffic mess on I35. We avoid it when
possible. Most large cities have outer bands around the downtown areas, and I wholly support that for Austin.
To add more lanes to the existing ones thru the downtown would seem to only make a very bad situation
even worse!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

I think widening IH-35 is a VERY BAD IDEA (alternates 2 & 3). Obliterating businesses and creating more ugly
impervious cover to take the path of least resistance (surface roads) in fixing this problem is a mistake. While
burying the highway may take time and money (e.g. big dig) or extending the upper deck to run further
(enabling thru traffic longer separated distances) may be more difficult, those and other alternatives need to
be further explored before making this critical and very permanent decision. We are not Houston, we do not
want mega wide highways which are confusing to navigate, require aggressive driving to navigate and
decrease the beauty of our city. I was born and have lived my whole life in Austin. I am proud of this fact but
feel this would be a blight and an embarrassment to the city.
As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #316.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

Escuelita del Alma is a second home to our family and those in our neighborhood and community.

We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3363 Patricia Shampton

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Why in the world would anyone think expanding I-35 and razing homes and businesses through central Austin
is a good idea? It will add pollution (which is already out of control), it will increase noise pollution (the
highway noise can be heard on Duval St.), and do harm to neighborhoods along 1-35 - not to mention the
property values of the homes that won't be razed but will suddenly be right on the access road. There are
recent studies that indicate expanding highways does NOT ease traffic, but increases it. Why is TxDot so
opposed or unwilling to seriously consider alternate options? Tunnels have been built all around the world.
They function safely and allow for medical and emergency access. Projects in Dallas have recently revitalized
parts of the city that were decimated by highways. By putting money and effort into boulevards and smart
traffic management, a Dallas neighborhood was revitalized. We don't want central Austin to become a
wasteland of concrete, noise, pollution and decay. That is what an expanded highway through a vital part of
our city will bring. I challenge Bruce Bugg to uphold his promise of no higher, no wider and challenge him and
his team to be innovative, think about the problem from a holistic POV, and design a solution that is
functional and adds to Austin's beauty - not destroy it. I35 doesn't have to divide the city, if done wisely, this
project can also help heal old wounds.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3364 Patricia Young Brown

9/17/2021 Email

To TxDOT I-35 Capital Express Central Team,

See response to comment #7.

I am writing to express my continued support for the redevelopment of I-35 through Central Texas and in
particular the CapEx project in Central Travis County. This international corridor plays an integral role in our
nation, state and region, in addition to local trips served. It must be redeveloped to improve efficiency and
increase capacity in a manner that reflects our community values, integrates with the street network and
transit system and enhances safety for all modes.

3365 Patrick Beyer

9/2/2021
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Form

Over the past decade, the nuances of the proposed project have evolved significantly due to TxDOT’s
willingness to listen to the needs and desires of this community. The commitment to lower the highway
through downtown and remove the decks north of the university were much needed, and are much
appreciated, commitments. As you hone in on a final design, I encourage you to continue to give thorough
consideration to requests for alternate engineering and design features that will make this project a model for
the nation, a generational investment for which all Texans can be proud and a local asset, especially for those
who live with its impact daily.
Please reconsider scope of highway expansion. Data shows the travel time benefits will be temporary. Would
love to see through traffic routed to 183, instead. Any I35 improvements should better integrate cycling and
pedestrian circulation to not disrupt the city grid. Burying I35 in existing footprint is preferred.

See response to comment #15
See response to comment #19
See response to comment #259
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to request the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) reconsider their recent proposals for I-35
as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3367 Patrick Buckley

8/27/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Hello,

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #271.

As a 20-yr Austin resident, I have seen the many traffic problems that plague our city, particularly along the I35 corridor, and recognize something must be done to address the issues. However, I firmly oppose TX DOT's
current plan to widen I-35 and urge you to consider Build Alternative 1 or the alternatives referenced at the
bottom of this message. The current plan will greatly impact the lives of many along the I-35 corridor in Austin
and the following alternatives would be much more accommodating and practical to the City's residents who
will be greatly affected.

- The ULI’s I-35 recommendations (http://bit.ly/ULI35): Expanding and lowering I-35 between Holly St and
Dean Keeton St., building caps and stitches at key locations

- The Reconnect Austin proposal (https://reconnectaustin.com): Lowering I-35 between Holly St and Airport
Blvd, capping the entire stretch with a 6-lane boulevard, converting the former frontage roads to other land
uses, and reconnecting the east-west street grid

- The Rethink35 proposal (https://rethink35.com): Replacing I-35 from Hwy 290S to 290N with a boulevard
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that includes dedicated space for walking, bicycling, and public transportation; repurposing excess land for
other uses; restoring the east-west street grid; and encouraging non-local traffic to take other routes"

Thank you for your time and consideration. We greatly appreciate the opportunity for public input.

Patrick Buckley

3368 Patrick Carlson

9/21/2021 Email

3369 Patrick Chalmers

9/24/2021 Email

3370 Patrick Dorsey

9/9/2021
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Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.
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3371 Patrick Goetz

3372 Patrick Goetz

3373 Patrick Inman
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8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
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See response to comment #33.

Email

The TxDOT proposal for IH-35 through downtown Austin is literally an abomination. Beyond belief bad in
every way. Let me get this straight: the plan is to consume even more valuable downtown Austin real estate
so that people too lazy or cheap to use SH130 can pass through town more quickly?
I support the ReConnect Austin plan (https://reconnectaustin.com/) which has been mischaracterized by
TxDOT's paid lackeys at the TTI as being unaffordable. They apparently didn't read the plan, or as opined by
Upton Sinclair, "it is difficult to get a man to understand something when his salary depends upon his not
understanding it." Deplorable, disgraceful, par for the course for a Republican run state government hell bent
on destroying everything, including making sure as many school children as possible come down with COVID.
That pretty much tells one everything he/she needs to know.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

9/24/2021 Email

I don't have time to explain climate change or induced demand, but it should be obvious to anyone that
widening IH-35 through Austin and consuming even more valuable, taxable real estate in the state's most
valuable market while displacing hundreds or even thousands of people is an absolutely terrible idea. We can
do much better than this and it doesn't matter if this means it costs (for example) 12 billion rather than 8
billion dollars. These potentially bad planning decisions will be around for generations. Haven't we saddled
our children with enough bullshit for one lifetime already? The current estimates are that following our
current course, by 2030 we will be consuming 2 earths worth of resources. I don't see no second earth, do
you?
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

9/9/2021

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #19.

I am asking you to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) efforts to widen I-35 as part of
the I-35 Capital Express Central project.

3374 Patrick Lawrence

9/15/2021 Email

The division in the city that I-35 created should be lessened, not increased. Most other major cities route
interstates around instead of through the center of the city. Please push for interstate options to lessen rather
than increase the amount of through traffic in central Austin and reconnect central and East Austin.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3375 Patrick McLain

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35
Capital Express Central project.

3376 Patrick Montgomery

9/6/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

3377 Patrick Ousey

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

The destruction of hundreds of properties and further division of Austin would be a loss for the city.
Furthermore, I am concerned that an increase in noise and air pollution from this massive expansion would
have a negative impact on quality of life for myself and other residents of Austin.
The two remaining plans to widen IH35 between Dean Keaton and 38 1/2 st are not acceptable for either the
Cherrywood neighborhood or Austin as a whole. These proposals go against the strategic direction of Austin’s
growth. These plans will, in the best case, relocated businesses and people living and working in this area. And
in the worst case those businesses will cease to exist. The growth of central Austin should rely heavily on
increasing density not spreading out as there is finite area to spread to. If the price tag is too high to bury and
cap this section of IH35, the planners of this project must become more creative and put in place boundaries,
and make a plan that does not displace existing businesses and homes. The bounds on this project should
include not allowing widening IH35.
I can not support the proposed plan. It creates a huge scare for our city. I urge TxDOT to take a step back and
look at alternative proposals that would like East and West Austin together rather than continue to divide.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1427.

Eliminated tax base by removing commercial services along this path will ripple through our community for
decades.

Please reconsider and look at other community alternatives that make more sense for our overall community
and environment.
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3378 Patrick Rose
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8/13/2021 Virtual
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I reside in San Marcos, work in Austin, and drive I-35 on a daily basis I have seen firsthand how much we are in
need of an expansion to ensure that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support
of the expansion and completion of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the strong options that are on the table for expansion. It is important to move forward with one
of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through downtown can occur and keep Austin
moving.

3379 Patthama Maneerote

3380 Patti Everitt

8/31/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

3381 Patton Jones

9/10/2021 Email

3382 Paul Adrian

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.
We do not need it! Thank you

I oppose building additional lanes on I-35. TXDOT should look to a future with my more public transportation
and encourage/incentivize other options to reduce traffic - such as work at home. Building more freeways
may make freeways a better option - but only for a short time - while making transit impossible in Austin for
several years of construction. Freeways destroy the neighborhoods directly adjacent - and no effort has been
made to make underpasses an attractive space. Even Mexico City has been creative with these spaces - with
murals, beautiful landscaping that runs up columns, etc. While just building more is an easy answer - it's not
the solution.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Interstate 35 horribly cuts Austin from stem-to-stern with concrete, noise, pollution and countless vehicles. It
is an economic and cultural barrier that has split this city in half for decades. The best solution in my opinion
is to bury it completely by making it a covered tunnel through Austin's heart rather than the open wound that
exists today. Like Boston's big dig, removing the highway would reunite neighborhoods that have long been
separated. That healing move would vastly increase the value of the city as a whole - making it more livable.
No one wants to live by a big highway breathing the toxic fumes of every truck roaring through Austin from
San Antonio to Dallas. Everyone wants to live in a walkable city. Let's do our part now to reverse the terrible
decision made by the original architects and builders of the current version of Interstate 35. Thank you.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #685.
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I don't believe this should be done at all.
it will:
1. Use Tax Payer money to hand people's property over to developers, who will be the only beneficiaries of
this project.
2. Inconvenience everyone who has to drive on I35 for years.
3. Not fix any actual problem, it just creates more opportunity for a select few while everyone else pays for it.

All build alternative proposed improvements and impacts are
being compared with the no-build alternative. The no-build
alternative will continue to be evaluated as a viable outcome
for the preferred alternative in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.
See response to comment #6.

Instead, either:
1. Fix every street, pot hole, and Flood Prone area first.
2. Improve all of the little parks and trails.
3. Use Tax money to benefit the People who paid the taxes, maybe on the Energy Grid, or in some kind of
Credit that Homeowners and Apartment complexes can apply for, to better insulate against future freezes.
4. Or just DO NOTHING and reduce the amount of taxes being collected. Everything will be fine if you just do
nothing, This doesn't solve a problem, it just creates opportunity for Corporations who don't need it, and it
does it at our expense.
Finally, Read this:
https://www.bostonglobe.com/magazine/2015/12/29/years-later-did-big-digdeliver/tSb8PIMS4QJUETsMpA7SpI/story.html

3384 Paul Andrews

9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

It's an evaluation of Boston's Big Dig, 10 Years after it's completion. Discusses the Cost Overruns, 2 Billion
became 15 Billion over 30 Years and tax payers got to foot the bill on the overages. It's not all bad, It
alleviated some Traffic (But made it worse in other areas) and gave the city some mediocre parks, which really
just increase the value of all the developer's surrounding land.
I wish to add my voice to those who oppose the widening of Interstate 35 through central Austin. I agree with
the letter submitted to TxDOT from Assistant City Manager Gina Fiandaca, which opposed the widening
because it doesn't meet the Strategic Mobility Plan, and I agree with Urban Transportation Commission Chair
Mario Champion that the interstate should not be widened.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.

Widening the freeway would, among other things, destroy the western edge of the Cherrywood
Neighborhood where I have lived since 1978, demolishing the homes and businesses of my neighbors. The
goal should be to have the freeway serve the needs of city residents, not to force city residents to serve the
needs of the freeway.
Interstate 35 should NOT be widened in central Austin.

Sincerely,
Paul Andrews
2803 French Place
Austin, Texas 78722
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3385 Paul Benefiel

3386 Paul Benefiel

3387 Paul Benefiel

Entry
Source
Date
8/12/2021 Virtual
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9/9/2021 Email
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As a resident of E Cesar Chavez, I don't support any expansion unless it is accompanied by an equal
investment in public transportation.

See response to comment #8.

As an East Austin resident, I oppose any sort of widening of I-35. Cities are for people, not cars, so we should
make I-35 more human and community friendly, not less. I'm not sure what the solution is, but burying it
sounds pretty good to me.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3388 Paul Bury

9/21/2021 Email

3389 Paul Bury

9/24/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3391 Paul Dombkowski

9/14/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3393 Paul Gier

9/20/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3395 Paul Grote

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3397 Paul Hilgers

9/16/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
TxDOT Capital Express Central Team

See response to comment #7.

Being born in Austin, I have seen our region grow exponentially over the past several decades. Never did we
dream growing up that I-H 35 would become one of the most heavily travelled corridors in the entire United
States.
The growth in our region shows no sign of slowing down and we must move forward with the redevelopment
of IH-35, particularly the CapEx Project in Central Travis County. This Project has the potential of improving
efficiency and capacity which is essential to our economic sustainability and mobility. Further, the project will
allow for an integration with our community as we expand the capabilities of our transit systems and improve
our roadway systems.
TxDot has demonstrated its willingness to listen to our vocal community and provide a design that respects
the needs and desires of our community. The plan to eliminate the upper decks and lower the highway
through downtown will change the character of our City and allow us to be a more unified city. Please
continue to listen and respond with flexibility to make this Project a model for the Nation.
Your investment in this Project can help to make Austin, Texas a more unified, sustainable and viable center
for Central Texas. Please follow through with the most important project
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Promises made should be promises kept.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3399 Paul Kiefer Jr.

3400 Paul Langley

9/1/2021

9/1/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am concerned about TXDoT's proposals to widen and add managed HOV lanes. While HOV is a possibility,
the widening would harm neighbors, harm the University of Texas and damage a state cemetery dedicated
the veterans of previous wars along the proposed path, Though I may not live anywhere near the proposed
path, I have driven there on occasion, so I am impacted in some respect. The entire City of Austin is impacted
negatively by this proposal.
The better solution would be to lower the entire stretch with a possibility of capping at strategic points. To
fail to do so would also further reinforce the public perception that the highway was built to separate people
by race and/or personal financial standing simply to benefit the well-to-do as well as the financial backers of
elected officials. Let Austin be whole again and be a more inclusive community.
I am an Austin native and resident, and I am writing to oppose a widening of I-35 through Austin. Adding more
lanes just adds more cars (see Houston, LA, etc.), it doesn't reduce traffic. Please consider alternatives to
improve mobility in the Austin area.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #1540.
See response to comment #4324.

See response to comment #33.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Can anybody stop this madness. It is said that the definition of insanity is doing the same thing over again and
expecting a different result.
I35 through austin is a proof of that adage.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3402 Paul O'Connell

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Also there is no guarantee that this expansion will lessen traffic as hundreds of city planners throughout the
past 60 years can attest. More roadways often equal more cars

3403 Paul Ramirez

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3405 Paul Smith

3406 Paul Wuersig

3407 Paula Bookidis

3408 Paula Forbes

8/19/2021 Virtual
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9/1/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
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Form
9/15/2021 Email

9/14/2021 Virtual
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values
The proposals to change I-35 all look fine to me. I try to avoid the freeway if I can, so I do not support doing
nothing to change it.

As an Austin resident I absolutely oppose any freeway expansion for cars. This project would also destroy
many buildings, and it seems like pedestrian and bicycle access was a pathetic afterthought, so it is an even
firmer no.
No.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I strongly believe more highway, even if it is a prettier highway, is not the solution to Austin's traffic problems.
We need more public transportation—both inter and intra city, throughout the region—safe ways for
bicyclists and pedestrians to get around, and smarter city planning. Expanding the 35 is extremely dated
thinking, and we need to be looking to the future.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

3410 Paula Smith

9/7/2021
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
There has to be a better way!! Other cities send through-traffic around the city center. There is a perfectly
usable highway that loops around town THAT HARDLY ANYONE USES. Make that way free, make going
through town cost money. TXDOT has admitted that the new highway plans will do nothing to help
congestion. There is no reason to do either of the plans to bisect one of America’s premier cities with 20 lanes
of traffic. The plans in contention for being THE plan were so poorly advertised that in 2018 when I moved a
block from the highway I had no idea the plans would be this bad, even with extensive research. I understand
I-35 must change, must improve. There are multiple community-led plans any of which would be better than
the plans being presented now. Where are the studies about environmental (air and sound) impact on
residents and visitors alike? Where are the plans for walls to help sound-proof neighborhoods? (West Austin
has these all along MoPac.) where are the renderings to show how the plan will help facilitate walking and
biking across the highway and along feeder roads? The stretch of I-35 near downtown was originally planned
and built in the early 1950’s. Are we seriously saying that plans from sixty-five years ago are appropriate to
continue to follow and expand upon today? There’s only one chance to get this right and both plans are
WRONG for Austin, and wrong for Texas as a whole. Thank you, Paula Smith

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3412 Paulette Ladach

9/15/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
As someone who frequently drives I-35, I’m looking forward to less congestion, but especially to the plans that
will re-connect our city and peel back decades of segregation. I’m familiar with the Dallas “highway” park and
excited to have a similar facility in downtown Austin.

3413 Paulette Ladach

9/24/2021 Email

3414 Paulina Pizarro

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
Let’s get ‘er done!
Please do the original plan with the park over the tunnel that would bridge both east and west Austin. We
need to fix I-35 and plan for the future.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #271
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I like the idea of stacking more decks on the existing freeway if that is feasible.

See response to comment #15.
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I'm no road construction engineer, and perhaps you have already considered this, but it might be worthwhile
talking to The Boring Company to dig layers below perhaps even going under the River if necessary.
As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The
highway footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A
narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from
needless destruction.
As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #19.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

3418 Pedro Berlanga

9/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.”
How have we not learned from our mistake in Katy? Please don’t add more lanes, don’t destroy more
property in downtown Austin for the sake of the worst thing about this city (I-35). Here’s my
suggestion/recommendation, either get rid of it or cover it up. Look at what other cities have done to the
highways that ran through the heart of the city, look at Dallas! Even Dallas got something right!! And they’re
basically Oklahoma!! Eastern avenue before I-35 had sinister beginnings, I-35 was a literal cementing of that
racist past. So once again, my recommendation is to either destroy it, move it, or make like a Texas politician’s
acne and COVER IT UP! Build a park on it, make that piece of land worthy of a great city like Austin. Don’t let it
continue being the bane of everyone’s day (and night). Thanks and gig em.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #685.
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I am a resident of the Cherrywood neighborhood as a parent of Escuelita del Alma.I urge you to provide better
designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The original 1-35 cut through our city (specifically, through the east side) and
this is an opportunity for TxDOT to bridge, literally, a dividing line through our city. This is an opportunity to
pave over past wrongs and reconstruct I-35 as a boulevard (Alternative 1: shrinking the interstate to a transitheavy urban boulevard). I-35 tore through our neighborhood decades ago, disproportionately displaced
people of color and stamped out ground-level community amenities. Though more expensive than the other
options, this schematic (Alternative 1) would tie two sides of our city together and improve noise and air
pollution for our neighborhood. TxDOT should consider the greater cost in the context of mending our city,
future transportation goals, a better community, and the further destruction the current plan would cause
our neighborhood. Further, TxDOT fails to consider the revenue that Alternative 1 would generate and offset
the greater cost of Alternative 1 (versus Alternative 2 and 3).

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

I agree that I-35 needs improving. At a minimum, the highway footprint should be narrowed, as you have
designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes,
local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless destruction.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy sections of I-35, including Escuelita del Alma, 200+
families will lose their quality childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and
more creative options, like Alternative 1 or moving traffic to SH130, or better design options. The rebuilding
of I-35 should be viewed as a generational opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to
bulldoze our beloved places. Bulldozing is the easiest option for TxDOT. Please consider the businesses,
relationships, and homes being destroyed.

3420 Penny Snyder

3421 People United for
Mobility Action
(PUMA)
3422 Pete Kennedy

8/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Email

9/24/2021 Email
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We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
I support the DTT/ULI plan for I-35. TxDOT should listen to local communities and leadership about the social,
economic, and infrastructure needs that Austin has both on and along the I-35 corridor. There are more
sensitive and forward thinking ways to manage traffic that TxDOT can partner with CoA and other entities on.
I do not support any proposals from TxDOT that widen I35 and remove more of our urban fabric, especially in
vulnerable areas like East Austin.
[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]
Attached is PUMA's input for this public comment period of the I-35 CapEx Central project.
As a 30+ year resident of Austin, I am writing today to express my strong opposition to TXDOT’s proposed
current plan for widening of I-35, and especially the devastating flyover proposal north of 38th Street. As
proposed, the widening plan will devastate existing local businesses and homes, further divide East Austin
from the rest of the city, and ultimately do nothing to solve Austin’s traffic problem, because widening
freeways just attracts more traffic in a never-ending cycle, as we’ve seen in Houston’s I-10 West, the perfect
of example of what not to do. Much better proposals were on the table, so I ask that a robust public

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #160
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.
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engagement program continues after September 24th to implement a plan that has the support of Austin’s
community and civic leadership.

3423 Pete Winstead

9/7/2021

Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

As the past Chairman of the Texas Turnpike Authority and one of the founders of the Capital Area
Transportation Coalition (“CATC”) to advocate for funding of mobility projects in the Austin area, I want to
express my enthusiastic support for the I-35 Capital Express Central project. This project is one of the most
important mobility projects in the State of Texas and long overdue. I applaud the courage to the Commission
to devote such substantial funds to this project to the perceived detriment of many other Texas mobility
projects. Also, I’ve not given up hope that future consideration would be given to tolling the main lanes to
free up funds for other Texas projects. Again, thank you for your support of this important project.
3424 Peter Beck

3425 Peter Bonanni

3426 Peter Cesaro
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I, along with most everyone else I talk to, are extremely disappointed that the only alternatives being
considered will destroy valuable parts of downtown and replace it with an ever growing highway that nobody
in the city wants and only serves to benefit people from outside the city. We all know that we cannot build
our way out of congestion, and by the time construction will be finished, there will be so many more cars on
the road, it will make no difference whatsoever. What will we do then- take another 100 acres of valuable
downtown real estate and turn it more highway? It's time to prepare for alternative transportation scenarios
instead of just endless highway expansion.
The land that will be lost is extremely valuable downtown property, why are we going to take it off the tax
roles, as well as reduce the value of the neighboring properties, for this monstrosity? Moreover, the build
options considered primarily benefit those who choose not to live in the city but want to drive in and enjoy
the benefits paid for by Austin taxpayers, without contributing themselves. Why are we listening more to
people living outside Austin, than Austin residents?
TXDot asked Austin to raise 1 billion dollars for this project and we raised a bond that we've been paying for
years and will continue to pay. The idea was you weren't going to make 35 even more dividing than it already
is to the city. Now that you've scrapped option 1 I feel like this was a bait and switch.
Bring back option 1 i35 should not divide the city and should go back to being a greenspace like it was a
century ago.
am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure that
our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion of I35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #271

See response to comment #7.

Completing I-35 is essential to facilitating transportation and mobility in our region. The city and region are
continuing to grow at a rapid rate, and expanding I-35 to allow for better travel options around and through
Central Texas is necessary for our continued prosperity.
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This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.

3427 Peter Fierro

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3428 Peter Flemings

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3429 Peter Flemings

9/24/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
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3430 Peter Flemings

9/24/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
Form
9/14/2021 Email

3431 Peter Hancock

I have previously commented; I think in the last phase of the review. I am absolutely opposed to the primary
plan as it stands and strongly in support of an alternative that maximizes burial of the roadway and capping it.
I understand that this is expensive. However, I think the improvement in quality of life would be profound. I
cite the burial of I-93 in Boston as a great example. I also know that the tunneling/burial costs are far lower
than what was encountered in boston (having discussed this with civil engineers). If I read the paperwork
correctly; I would prefer alternative #2.
I very strongly favor alternative 1. I understand it is more expensive. I understand that there may be some
more challenges with safety vehicles. However, it will unite east austin. You have placed no value what so
ever on the improved environment and land values in the city.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #33.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

See response to comment #271.
See response to comment #1427.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3432 Peter LeCody

3433 Peter Lewis

3434 Peter Lewis

3435 Peter Maass

3436 Peter Marciano

9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

8/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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As President of Texas Rail Advocates, our organization is concerned that improvements considered for I-35
through Austin do not include right-of-way for transit, be for it light rail, commuter rail or regional rail service.

See response to comment #8.

The fallacy of thinking that "just one more lane will solve our traffic problems" is not the solution for the 21st
Century in Austin. I urge you to go back to the drawing board and work with city leaders and the public to
build in more transportation options, including rail.
Please cap the highway from lady bird lake to MLK.

See response to comment #13.

Please cap it like Boston did.

See response to comment #13.

We are strongly opposed to the two schemes TXDOT is promoting for IH-35 in downtown Austin. It sure
seems like TXDOT is not listening to the local community and instead is trying to shove their chosen solutions
down our throats. Seizing more private land, adding more lanes to make the highway even wider is going in
the wrong direction. This is an urban area that should be better integrated not further segregated by these
two monstrous schemes. What you are proposing makes the current condition look good and we all know
what a catastrophe the current condition is. Please listen to the public and abandon these two schemes.
I really feel that the alternatives proposed by TxDOT will simply cause downtown havoc for years during
construction only to result in a small incremental INITIAL improvement that is quickly overwhelmed with
additional traffic.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #15.
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Frankly, until and unless people rethink alternatives no number of lanes will matter.

Best to force through traffic through 130 and constrict and conceal 35 through downtown
3437 Peter Northfelt

3438 Peter Partheymuller

3439 Peter Tran

9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Email

Please do not widen I-35. There are so many alternatives and this will NOT do what you’re saying it will do.
Induced demand! Send trucks around I35 and build more ways for people to get around the capital city. It
didn’t work in the 1970s when y’all built it in the first place. Why do we have to stay committed to something
that causes so much harm, and then double down on it?

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

Please reconsider this. Make 35 better, not bigger. We don't need more lanes. Bury it and tear down the
upper deck or whatever, but we don't need it bigger. We don't need 20 lanes across. We're investing in
transit. Help us with that. We're investing in bikeways and sidewalks. Help us with that. And not just with
pedestrian and bike paths across the highway. Real, off-street urban trails that let us safely get from here to
there on a bicycle, on scooters and as pedestrians.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #247.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3441 Peter Walsh

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Honorable Members of the Texas Transportation Commission,

See response to comment #831

As a leader at St. Edward's University, I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital
Express Central design process. I echo the comments submitted by university President, Montserrat Fuentes,
PhD:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
St. Edward’s University’s 160 acre campus sits just west of I-35 in South Austin. Many of our 3,500 students
and 800 staff and faculty rely on I-35 daily, as they travel between campus, home and other workplaces. This
roadway is critical infrastructure and directly impacts the operations and transportation connectivity to our
campus.
I-35 is seriously outdated and needs transformation through Austin to accommodate the rapid and immense
growth locally and across the state.
Accordingly, I am writing today on behalf of St. Edward’s University, to express my support for TxDOT to carry
forward Alternatives 2 and 3 of the I-35 Capital Express Central design for detailed analysis in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement ahead of the Fall 2022 Public Hearing.
As plans move forward, I request TxDOT carefully consider alternatives to demolitions and other negative
impacts on businesses and homes east of I-35. In our city, I-35 is a racial and social dividing line and has
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caused harm to generations of minority and marginalized communities in East Austin. The Capital Express
Central project is an opportunity to engage neighborhoods and address inequities.
University leaders are prepared to discuss this project and its impacts on St. Edward’s property, operations,
and educational mission.

3442 Peter Welte

3443 Phaedra Koonz

8/31/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/12/2021 Email

As a past and future tourist visiting Austin, I can say that I'm much *LESS* likely to come if the state continues
down this car and freeway-centric path.
I would be more likely to come visit and spend money in Austin if a more human-scaled alternative were
considered, such as a boulevard. This is a common street design used in European cities to great effect.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3444 Phil Curry

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3445 Philip Annis

9/17/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3447 Philip Goss

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved an
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I'm dissatisfied with TxDOT's dismissal of the I35 alternative proposed by ReconnectAustin and its insistence
on a 20 lane wide monstrosity that will further divide our city. There are well articulated alternatives that reunite the city, create more usable commercial and community space downtown, and help the city achieve the
progressive mobility, climate, safety, affordability, and land use goals that have been expressed in multiple
long-range planning documents.

See response to comment #33.

This city is great because when we face challenges, we come together to create bold solutions that serve as a
model to our state, nation, and world. A 20 lane highway ripping its way through our city is falling far short of
the best Austin can offer. It takes us further form our stated vision and goals, from what makes our city great.
It is a missed opportunity to build a future that can be the envy of the world and best serve our community.

3449 Philip Moore

8/14/2021 Email

The 2 "alternatives" being proposed as the only viable possibilities by TxDOT are unacceptable and a failure to
rise to the potential of this moment. I passionately urge our elected and appointed public servants to
reconsider the community alternatives put forward by ReconnectAustin and others and dream bigger about
how we can solve this challenge. Thank you.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I'm particularly supportive of the proposal outlined by Reconnect Austin. I believe it best utilizes the corridor,
supports our growing city, helps us meet fiscal and environmental goals, and sets Austin as a model city for
the nation and the world.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3451 Philip Southwick

3452 Philip Sweet

3453 Phillip Duran

3454 Phillip Hammond

9/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/26/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/10/2021 Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am open to the no-build proposal because if the measurable goal is traffic flow, that is the least disruptive in
the first five years .
I am deeply skeptical about both alternatives 2 and 3. If this is a once in 50 year project we can do much
more than improve mobility . I find both Reconnect Austin’s cut-and-cap project and Rethink35 boulevard
much more relevant toward healing the social and psychological wounds of the infrastructural racism that
landed this atop specific neighborhoods back in the 60s.
There is no need to rip out neighborhoods and businesses to build more highways. Traffic that is simply
passing through town should be routed around the city, not through the heart of it. Expand 130 or built a new
freeway elsewhere, leave our neighborhood alone.

TxDOT should make every effort to shrink the physical surface-level footprint of I-35 as it passes through
Central Austin. For far too long it has divided the City, been an eye-sore, and negatively impacted the lives of
Austin's inhabitants. We need to put the days of ever-widening highways behind us and focus more on the
quality of life for those most affected by the proposed I-35 expansion. Please reconsider current plans, and
seek a way to expand I-35 capacity that doesn't increase it's physical footprint and enriches communities
surrounding the highway, rather than further burdening them. Thank you.
1) I hope for extensive traffic calming measures along frontage roads and S.U.Ps
2) If cap & stitch are implemented, ensure equitable greenspace for residents & persons experiencing
homelessness alike. Work with Austin and nonprofits to provide a link between these areas and offsite
shelters, and engage with Austin to staff these areas for aid with social issues + health (not criminalizing
residing in a public space.)
3) Utilize this as an opportunity to redirect raffic and reduce conflict points: connect 32nd St. diagonally, make

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #19.
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5th and 6th a pedestrian thoroughfare/intermesh w/ Downtown, reduce crossing for cars where excessive like
Holly Street turnaround could be a biking transit hub and drop off, and other non-VMT options.

3455 Phillip Reed

9/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

We live near the southern end of the proposed improvements. We are very much opposed to the current
plans to widen I35.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #273.

You should follow the I35 Advisory Committee's recommendations from 2011 and turn 130 into I35.

3456 Phillip Schmandt

3457 Phillip Thomas

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Additionally, if you build a bigger freeway it will only gather more trips per day and then fill up the same way
the current design has.
No wider and no higher. That was the promise TxDot made and it should be upheld. Just as congestion has
returned to I-10 in Houston after its massive expansion, so will it return in Austin as soon as the proposed
expansion is completed --rendering it a waste of time and money. Through traffic should be diverted to Hwy
130 and the remaining Austin traffic should be handled via tunnels and a boulevard style street above the
tunnels. If expansion is the only proposal then no-build may be preferable and should be explored.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I am really looking forward to using the bike paths proposed in the two alternatives. I am also excited about
the inclusion of two HOV lanes in either direction in both alternatives. The thing that I am concerned about is
the width of IH-35 in both alternatives. I think that neither alternative does enough to reduce the footprint of
the highway. In both alternatives the highway visually and physically will continue to divide central and East
Austin and it looks like there's a lot of wasted space in the overpasses. I don't think that I would feel
comfortable as a pedestrian approaching and crossing IH-35 in either of the proposed alternatives. It looks like
in both proposed alternatives IH-35 would continue to be an imposing, aggressive, dangerous, and hot space
where the interests of drivers come before those of cyclists or pedestrians or local residents. I would like to
encourage you to do more to decrease the footprint of the highway and improve the safety for non-drivers,
and the physical and visual interconnectedness of the communities on either side of the highway.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #6.

Hi,
To leave public comment on TXDOT's proposed changes to I-35 through Austin I had to watch a video where
the project manager explained why the two current proposals are the best options that will go forward for
further study. Both options, while understandable, are awful and unacceptable to me and I'm upset that this
was the best the state could come up with. Why are we still planning on running this highway through the
middle of our town? And why are we choosing to expand it? I-35 should be run around Austin and the entirety
of the highway from 290 to 290 should be replaced with mass transit, walking/bike infrastructure, housing,
and green space. Everything else is 20th century thinking that flies in other parts of Texas but should be
laughed at in Austin.

3460 Phoebe Greene

3461 Phoebe Long

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
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Comment
Form
9/17/2021 Email

If this is the best you can offer, I'll be in the "no build" camp.
I oppose the widening of lanes on IH-35 through Austin. It will not alleviate traffic in the long run and will
destroy what semblance of connectivity we have in town. Alternatives for pass through traffic were supposed
to be in place by the construction of 130. Perhaps explore ways to encourage pass through traffic to there.
Please consider alternatives to expanding IH-35 through Austin.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3462 Phyllis Snodgrass

9/9/2021
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Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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3463 Pieter Geerten Ruth
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

Austin is making a name for itself. Big Silicon Valley companies move their headquarters here. Great
technological expertise and vision is present right here in the city. Income and living standards are high, and
Austin is regularly deemed the best city to live in in all of the United States.
So Austin has something to live up to, and traffic congestion does not fit into this story. But congestion must
be tackled in a way that will solve the issue for more than just a few years. Yet simple road expansions have,
time and time again, been shown to lead to "induced demand": greater road capacity leads to increased road
usage. And so we end up where we started: with a chronic congestion right in the heart of the city—the place
where we least want it. And then we're not even talking about the increase in pollution, noise, and crashes.
Consequences that will affect all Austinites, rich and poor, young and old, black and white. It might be your
child, niece, or brother bearing the dire consequences of this plan.
A propos, these side effects of death and sickness also lead to increased financial burdens for the city,
burdens that should be taken into account in a full evaluation of any development plan for the I-35. This is
therefore not a case of citizen interest against government and corporate interest. Thorough and wellcalculated alternatives to simple road expansions can have hard benefits for both governments finances as
well as the local economy. I therefore urge you to review these alternatives with *full* consideration of all the
financial consequences for the city, and with *full* consideration of how innovative alternatives might boost
the local economy by involving Austin/Texas-based companies in the development of these plans. (For
example, concrete cases show that public transport can be successfully outsourced to business using public
tenders.)
I therefore write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that the Texas Department of Transport conduct
a full engineering, transportation, economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of
design alternatives (including but not limited to Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's
cap and stitch proposal) in analyzing the future of I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express
Central Project. This review, under the National Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and
clearance of all community alternatives. I also urge you to fully consider investments in public transport, and,
again, the long term costs and benefits of such investments.
Austin is a great city. So as a future fellow Austinite, I simply ask you in closing to think of this: the
reorganisation of I-35 will set the tone—it will either set the tone for a dirty, congested city that breathes a
lack of imagination. Or it will set the tone for a vibrant and innovative future, one where creative, big ideas
carry the day, one in which the Austinite living is good, and one that will attract more business and more
capital flowing into the city.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3465 PJ Raval

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

3467 Poff Poffenberger

3468 Poff Poffenberger

8/31/2021 General
Website
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
I don't want more lanes on 35. I don't want Austin to end up like Houston and have the dumb Katy Freeway. I
want TxDOT to listen to Reconnect Austin and bury 35 and allow for East and West Austin to be connected. I
want other transit options besides freeways. Tell freight truckers to take 130! That's what it's there for!
Please don't go ahead with the TxDOT plan. It doesn't seem like it will help congestion and will just make the
whole situation worse.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.

Please look at Reconnect Austin's plan to reconnect the city and to bury I35. I want to live in a more walkeable
city. I don't want to end up like Houston's Katy freeway. Let's spend the money and time to fix I35 the right
way.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3470 Polly Thurston

3471 Pradeep Kumar

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I do not support TXDOT’s current plans for I-35 expansion. It is well-known that increasing highway capacity
does not decrease traffic. For the sake of all Austinites, I think a more creative approach is needed.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3472 Pramit Chaudhuri

3473 Prentiss Riddle

9/24/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

9/16/2021 Email

I’m writing to oppose the current expansion plans for I-35 for the reasons cited in Walk Austin’s letter and for
the simple reasons that we should be taking every opportunity to better connect local communities and
beautify the city. These plans go against both aims, putting short term gains ahead of long term benefits, and
they effectively force local Austin businesses and residents to pay, in some cases heavily, for (minimal)
suburban convenience. Austin, indeed all advanced cities, should be seeking to make urban highways less
visible, not the opposite.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #16.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #1427.

Any project going through the pain and expense of ripping out and replacing I-35 must leave Austin better off
than before. Simply adding more lanes solves nothing and may makes matters worse through induced
demand.
For a solution to be acceptable it must increase, not decrease, neighborhood connectivity; it must increase,
not decrease, the right of way available to multimodal transportation; and it must increase, not decrease,
quality of life in adjacent neighborhoods.
For that reason I ask you to reject any TxDOT proposal which does not include elements of alternatives like
"cap and stitch" or replacing I-35 with a tunnel under a boulevard. TxDOT must put as much energy into
exploring these alternatives as it has into the current business-as-usual plan of simply adding more lanes.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3475 Preston Tyree

9/16/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
You've heard from a lot of Austin citizens. What TxDOT is proposing is a simplistic formulaic approach to a
problem that cannot be fixed by doing the same old thing. It is time to look at a complete approach that
works for the community and not just the motor vehicles.
It is a shame that the Traffic Engineers don't use the same oath as do the doctors...First do no harm! We know
that adding more lanes will not solve the very congestion that exists now. We need innovative new solutions
that have worked in other places around the country and indeed the world. If Korea can get it right why can't
Texas?
"No Higher, No Wider" that was the promise...what happened?
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3477 Priya Patel

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3479 Quyen Nguyen

9/5/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
"We are still moving forward," TxDOT spokesperson Diann Hodges said. "There are still things that we can
tweak about this, so we want to hear from the community to make sure we are getting this project right."

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.

https://www.kut.org/transportation/2021-08-12/txdot-slams-brakes-on-proposals-to-shrink-i-35-footprint
This statement is a problem of the pretentious level of soliciting comments and simply "move forward." Can
we have a plans where TxDot collect comments and actually incorporate them?
We continue to propose plans that would reduce the impact of I-35 in dividing the communities here and it's
like TxDot is using it to check off a box.
I do not support their current plan. I live near I-35 and crossing the highway is like going to a different city. It is
a clear divider between the rich and the poor, the have and have not. Look at house prices, look at
restaurants and their customers, look where the homeless live and the rich people live.

3480 R. Villegas

9/3/2021
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I'm tired of the east side being marginalize and TxDot plans simply further this divide. Please, stop or do
better.
I 35 through Austin should have an upper and lower deck from Ben White all the way to 183. This is an
interstate let’s keep people that aren’t having to exit in Austin on the upper deck with limited entrance and
exit ramps and use the lower decks for around town business in Austin. It would take up no more room than it
does now and move traffic along efficiently. Look at Dallas and Houston. We don’t need caps and parks we
need roads because the cars are coming!

See response to comment #316
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Wow, is it disconcerting to imagine that after so many generations of proposal and talks, so much visionary
rethinking about what I-35 has symbolized and actualized in our city, that primary proposals would involve
expanding the corridor for more traffic for us to outgrow soon.
The roots of this problem will not be solved by continous expansion in the heart of the City.
There are models for better changes, and we know it. Many of them have been considered in this process,
and while there are many beautiful details making it to the table, adding lanes is not the answer.
Someone has to be brave enough to dodge the fool's medicine here.
Please do right by the future of Austin and don't turn I-35 into an inexhaustable beast, ever hungry for more
cars, more lanes, more of our city streets.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #685.

I have written before and I will write again to oppose the TDOT’s recent proposals for I-35 for the I-35 Capital
Express Central project.
We don't need broken promises and we don't want wider and higher.
We want visionary thinking and real solutions to these old problems, not problematic and unimaginative
responses. The history of I-35 in Austin is one of division and pain, and in 2021, we have a chance to reflect on
that and do something different. We need healing, and change, not more harm, division, and betrayal.
Austin deserves a thorough and thoughtful consideration of what quality of life means to us, of what growing
can look like, of what transformation can look like, and of what healing means.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs.

3483 Rachael Wyatt

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

Escualita del Alma is a Texas Rising Stars certified daycare. They provide nutritious meals to the children there
each day. They employ many minority workers and they are affordable for Austin families. The pandemic
found our previous daycare closed. Closing Escuelita will cause a further shortage in daycare access in Austin.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.
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We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.

3484 Rachel Armstrong

9/21/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3485 Rachel CarnahanMetzger

9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am a parent of three, and my youngest daughter receives childcare at Escuelita del Alma. Unfortunately,
under the current plan to expand I-35, Escuelita would be demolished. I urge you to provide better designs for
I-35 Cap Ex Central to narrow the footprint, preserving the existing homes, local businesses, and our own
Escuelita del Alma from needless destruction.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.
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We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed. Thank you for your consideration in
this important matter.

3486 Rachel Castignoli

9/24/2021 Email

Hi,

See response to comment #6.

I live near 35 on east 51st and I use it to get places, seems like there is a lot of evidence that living near a
highway is bad for children's lungs. I imagine this is due to the volume of vehicles more so than the presence
of concrete. I don't want more cars on 35, I want fewer cars, I want fewer lanes, I want my neighborhood to
be safe for my daughter and all the kids in it.
I do not care that it will take me longer to get places. I'll manage. You should protect Texas children, Austin
children. If I had a vote I'd vote for less highway.
3487 Rachel Clemens

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I have been an Austinite since 1999 and a current neighbor to I-35 in Central Austin. I also own an office
building one block west of the current highway off 38th 1/2 St. I am writing today in opposition of the current
TxDOT plan for the I-35 expansion.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #614.

I support a tunneled "turnpike" under the current I-35 for the increased capacity of eight lanes. This could be
from north of 183 to south of Ben White. This option removes the need for right-of-way acquisition, further
reducing overall project costs and extended legal battles. This option, with the exception of the entrance and
exit areas, will leave the existing I-35 intact with very little disruption to the highway during construction and
provides better options for future capacity needs as more tunnels can be dug adjacent or under the expansion
ones. Tunneling also gives the opportunity of multiple launch points to achieve an accelerated completion.
Trucks should be pushed to SH 130 to relieve capacity.

3488 Rachel Collins

9/8/2021
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Austin should be a national leader in sustainability, promoting this option to protect our air quality as well as
reduce noise and light pollution. Both are already bad. Please don't make it worse.
Expanding freeways is shown time and time again to not reduce traffic, but also destroy neighborhoods. do
not expand I35 through austin, further dividing the city and making even less space for people to live

See response to comment #6.
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3489 Rachel Coulter

3490 Rachel Cummins
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8/13/2021 Virtual
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am very distressed by the TxDOT expansion plans foe I-35 through the Cherrywood neighborhood. This is a
future boondoggle that shows no awareness or acknowledgement of the future of transportation. If the plans
go through it will only be a few decades in the future before this expansion is dismantled. The time to stop
this 21 lane monstrosity is now. The impact on the city would be negative by increasing the separation
between east and west Austin (haven't we learned anything)? The increased noise and air pollution would
harm families and children at school.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1996.

Please review the Cherrywood Neighborhood Association's letter of April 7, 2021 at
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b8d4b5896d455ce4724de49/t/611621f946fdad6cfdeffeac/16288404
41548/CNA_I35CapExProjectletter_ScopingPhase040721.pdf

3491 Rachel Cummins

9/17/2021 Email

and do whatever is in your power to amend this proposal.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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3492 Rachel Cummins
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I am a resident of the Cherrywood neighborhood which would be negatively impacted by the TXDOT plans for
the widening of I-35. The plans would further divide Eastside neighborhoods from the westside. Austin did
this before and the city is still living with the consequences. We need to integrate our central city
neighborhoods not separate them with a major highway. We have a chance to right a wrong and alternate
plans that would accomplish this.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #614.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #1427.

The increased noise and air pollution caused by the TXDot plans would be devastating for neighborhood
residents, school children, and the city.

3493 Rachel Feit

3494 Rachel Forster

9/3/2021

Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
Form

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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TXDOT is proposing a project which does not consider the future of transportation and environmental goals.
It is not a sustainable or long-lasting solution to our traffic problems. Why not do it the right way right away?
In the long run, it is also the more affordable way. Implement a plan that has local input.
TxDOT's plan to expand IH 35 through downtown is simply not viable. I find it hard to believe that adding
lanes conventionally, taking 150 properties and expanding an already congested, dangerous, and frankly
unattractive footprint through one of the fastest growing metro areas in the country is preferable to exploring
alternative solutions, even if the up front costs are higher. Please reconsider the cap and stitch model that
tunnels through downtown. It will cost more up front, and possibly take longer to complete but not only
would it enhance long term safety and aesthetics, but also generate more developable properties and tax
revenue that would offset the up front costs of the project. I don't' think those factors were adequately
considered in TxDOT's initial feasibility studies. Additionally, If TxDOT continues with their plan as it stands
now, the impacts associated with environmental justice, cumulative and indirect effects will become an
insurmountable hurdle.
Another thought for IH 35 though Austin, why not move the main through highway traffic to SH 130 and keep
through town artery to business only.
I oppose the expansion of i35 through Austin as currently proposed. The proposed expansion would will
induce more than 100,000 additional vehicle trips per day through my neighborhood increasing emissions,
degrading air quality, exacerbating human health conditions of my neighbors.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #271.
See response to comment #273.

Both of the current alternatives under consideration will result in at least 142 displacements, more than a
third of which are minority or low-income.

The proposed expansion would consume up to 32 acres of central Austin and move the highway closer to
businesses and homes that survive the expansion. This would reduce the City’s ability to fund essential
services through property taxes.

Alternative 1 has been removed from study before being seriously investingated through the
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Both of the alternatives exacerbate the danger to pedestrian. Neither provide any new crossings in north
central Austin that would connect communities, improve accessibility, and allow safe crossings where people
need them and none of the designs fully depress all highway lanes in north central Austin.

None of the alternatives provide physical protection for pedestrians and bicyclists from vehicles but they all
include frontage roads up to four lanes wide--which encourages more speed and crashes. They also show
raised and tunneled crossings that impair accessibility, lengthen walking distances, and create indefensible
and unattractive places for people who aren’t in vehicles.

3495 Rachel Fortuna

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
While I use 35 regularly to commute around the city, widening this freeway will eat into already destroyed
landscapes of Austin. The greenspaces of Austin are what make this city unique and special -- taking those
away for more freeways when we have already expanded 183, 130 and added toll lanes to Mopac is
unnecessary! Not to mention the added pollution it will cause.
I fully support adding public transit lines in the form of light rail trains along 35, but there is absolutely no
need for additional lanes and expanding this freeway through our city. The communities around the area will
be destroyed and the local culture of these areas will be forced to disperse -- ruining the culture of our city
even further. As a 10 year resident of Austin, I have seen massive change and I don't want to continue seeing
more through this expansion of more concrete and tar. Add more greenspaces - more community and arts
spaces instead!
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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3496 Rachel Kirk

3497 Rachel Maguire
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Email
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Hello,

See response to comment #6.

My name is Rachel Kirk, I'm a resident of Austin. I adamantly oppose the current plan for expansion of I-35.
There is a better way – and a huge opportunity to look at more alternatives that won't wipe out the long-time
standing businesses of Austin around I-35.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #1996.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. I live in Cherrywood and this proposal will directly and negatively impact
the quality of life for my children and me. I believe that TxDOT should be more creative in how it is solving
today's challenges around urban congestion and more informed by innovative and future-oriented
approaches. The proposal they have put forth are too short-term and unsatisfactory to justify the cost and
impact it will have on my neighborhood and the city at large.

3498 Rachel Mandell

9/20/2021 Email

Thank you for representing the voice of the citizens.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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This plan to create 20 lanes of highway bisecting the city instead of the current 12is a horrible idea. There
have been zero reports on environmental and noise pollution on all center of the city dwellers and visitors.
TXDOT itself has admitted it will have little to no impact on traffic congestion. It’s unclear how safe or robust
the transportation options are for walking and biking. There is a perfectly good loop around the city for
through-traffic that is barely used (mostly because going through the city is free and going around the city is a
toll road.) Something should be done to encourage use of that road instead of routing traffic through the city.
We have an opportunity to “restitch” the city after the purposeful segregation the highway provided when it
was built in 1956. But the plan doesn't offer and opportunity to undo this damage to our community and isa
terrible use of land—there could be a boulevard or housing or retail or park space or all the above in the
above ground section and a highway underground just like Dallas has done, Boston, etc. It will displace many
many people/homes and businesses, quite a few minority owned. It’s all about cars forever and ever rather
than actually addressing /implementing outside the box fixes for Austin traffic and public transportation.
There are several community plans that are better and have been around for years but every single concern
those plans addressed is ignored in the TXDOT options on the table. TXDOT has been purposely silent and
stealthy about the true nature of the plans even while they asked for community involvement—they have
ignored literally every suggestion from the folks who will be impacted by this giant highway. It’s even uglier
than the current version of I-35 which is saying something.
I do not support adding lanes to, or widening 1-35 through Austin. Please find a better solution to decrease /
mitigate traffic instead of widening and accommodating more cars.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.

Having lived in Houston prior to moving to Austin, I can firsthand attest that widening roads isn't always the
answer to solve transportation issues. I think wider roads will lead to more traffic, more noise and chemical
pollution, and will absolutely negatively affect the livelihoods of those in the construction zone. I urge TxDOT
to consider alternative mass transportation methods such as improvements to rail systems, improvements to
metro and other bus systems, and increased positive and negative incentives to alternatives to driving (for
example, make it easier to commute via railway or bus and disincentivize parking and driving, or more bike
friendly with mixed traffic ways)
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #273.
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Comment
Form
9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/21/2021 Email

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.

3503 Rachel Vallejo

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3504 Rachele Merliss

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

Please don't expand I-35. We need great public transportation, not more highways. This would be devastating
for the environment and for our communities. The plan to expand is not in line with what our communities
are supporting and asking for. Please don't expand the highway!
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3506 Raechel French

9/16/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
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3507 Rafael Sanchez

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I highly disagree with the direction proposed by TxDOT as it will further widen the rift the city between east
and west of I-35 and does not benefit the long-term growth of the city in terms of residential experience.
Instead it seems focused entirely on moving people through our city, something which can already be done
quickly through available toll roads. Alternative plans that are already proposed by various entities should be
considered instead with a focus on uniting Austin and providing the needed infrastructure (e.g. mass transit)
to operate as a modern, urban city.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3508 Rafael Tantau

3509 Raghav Mehra

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Email

This would be worse for the city of Austin. Public transport, not widening the highways, is the solution to
solving our commuter problems.

See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. I also write in support of changing I-35 to a mixed use, transit oriented
boulevard!
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values. The decisions on I-35 will bare implications on Austin for generations to come!
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3511 Rainbow Di Benedetto

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The widening plan sounds like a horrifically expensive nightmare. We need to find better ways of doing things
instead of continuing to sacrifice everything to the almighty car.
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More roads should be built either above the existing highways, like more overpasses, or build an underground
system but demolishing neighborhoods and businesses should not be done to extend a highway. We also
need more public transportation, and I don’t mean more shitty busses, I mean trains or subways.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #2370.

TxDOT has a great opportunity to work in concert with the City to move forward with their ASMP goals. I
would like to see this investment prioritize local trips, and do what it can to incentivize users to utilize the
project connect investments.

See response to comment #8,

As a native Texan and Austin resident for the past 15+ years, I want to express my strong opposition to
TxDOT's recent proposals for reconfiguring the Austin stretch of I-35. By razing community businesses and
individual properties to widen the distance of the freeway that divides east and west Austin, any of these
solutions would be damaging to the Austin community:
- They would create more traffic (and more danger) for those crossing from east to west Austin--whether to
visit neighbors or even move between the east and central portions of the UT Austin campus.
- They would devalue recent investments made in the city--such as the new Waterloo Greenway in the new
medical district--while also making those amenities less accessible to east Austin residents.
- They would further systemic disadvantages to the longtime residents of East Austin whose families have
been negatively impacted by I-35 since its construction in 1929.
Further, studies show that more lanes does not mean less congestion. The Katy Freeway in Houston is an
example of this. Such a behemoth piece of infrastructure through the middle of Texas's capitol city would
have huge, negative impacts on the character of this city that has been a magnet for new residents given its
otherwise "liveable" qualities-- which these plans would likely destroy. PLEASE consider investing the time and
funds into a more community-friendly, placemaking alternative such as the "Reconnect Austin" plan. Our
capitol city and future Texans deserve a higher quality solution that is more human-oriented and appropriate
for the 21st century.
"No wider and no higher". That's the solution we should be taking seriously.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13,
See response to comment #19.

I dislike both of these two CapExCentral alternatives. They just are not long term solutions to congestion in
our rapidly-growing city, and everyone knows it. Why spend all that money and construction hassle over
years to marginally improve traffic conditions? We need bolder thinking, not incremental improvements.

The "no-build" alternative would be preferable and should be examined carefully. What if we prioritized the
creation of efficient alternate routes to get I-35 out of central Austin entirely? Replacing the unattractive,
property-value-deflating I-35 freeway with public spaces that improve our city in myriad ways and generate
their own value is much better long term thinking.

Austin is a large, world-class city with a future full of potential. Let's think like one when it comes to this issue.
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3516 Randy Ehresman

Entry
Source
Date
9/23/2021 Email

3517 Randy Hartford

9/20/2021 Email

3518 Randy Hobbs

9/20/2021 Email

3519 Randy Mallory

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

No.

Commenter Name

3520 Randy Mallory

Comment

Response

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Add more lanes and they’ll be just as crowded in a few years. Overtop sunken lanes with parks and walk-bike
avenues and that will improve our city forever.

See response to comment #7.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #13.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3521 Randy Mallory

3522 Raque Ortega

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Please do not widen I-35. Improvement can be made with same footprint.
Please add walk-across 'caps’ at intersections to connect both sides of the thoroughfare.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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3523 Raquel Ortega

Entry
Source
Date
9/15/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3524 Raquel Ortega

3525 Ray Donley

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am calling on the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) to fully consider the Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, cap and stitch design, and other community alternatives, not just a highway expansion, for I-35
through Austin.

It is proven that widening roads does not decrease traffic congestion, it does the exact opposite. Busy
highways should not run through the center of Austin...they should be routed around the perimeter. Create a
real beltway instead of tearing down business and neighborhoods while making it more dangerous for people
that live here.
Having worked in transportation research at the university level, I strongly believe, as studies show, that more
capacity leads to more congestion. Please consider the no-build option. Thank you.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #6.
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3526 Ray Grosvenor

Entry
Source
Date
9/12/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3527 Raymond Dibiasi

9/17/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3528 Raymond SantanaLinares

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The proposed expansion to I-35 (Alternatives #2 & #3), are quite frankly terrible for the city of Austin in every
way. Community alternatives such as Rethink35 and Reconnect Austin, or ANY other option that does not put
20 lanes of traffic through our urban core must be explored.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Comment
Form
3529 Reagan Stuart

9/10/2021 Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3530 Reagan Stuart

9/20/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
The original I-35 through downtown was a mistake, and this plan only makes the problem worse. Austin has
always stood apart in texas as a place willing to embrace the future, not mired in the past. I hope we can
continue that tradition by stopping TxDot’s plan, which worsens climate change, encouraged everyone more
car traffic, and divides the city instead of unifying it.

3531 Reagan Stuart

9/24/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #6.

Don’t do it. We don’t want it. A better future is possible
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3532 Reagan Van Coutren

Entry
Source
Date
9/22/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3533 Reagen Ward

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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3534 Rebeca Mendizabal

Entry
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3535 Rebecca Bray

3536 Rebecca Burnett

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/14/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please do not consider either the Boulevard or the "bury" option. I would prefer that the decks stay as well,
but whatever adds the most, desperately needed, capacity. Thank you!

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #316

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3537 Rebecca Charles

9/21/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1396

No.

Commenter Name

3538 Rebecca Evans

Entry
Source
Date
9/11/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” TxDOT is ignoring that
promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful alternatives,
signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than 140 local
homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3539 Rebecca Ford

3540 Rebecca Kindschi

9/18/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/21/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I think 20 lanes through downtown Austin is the dumbest idea ever. Please don’t do this. Why not a loop
around the city, as is done in so many cities I’ve road tripped around. Giant highways like this add to air
pollution and climate issues. Is TxDot doing this because our Governor hates Austin? Terrible idea that I will
oppose with my last breath.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1397

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3541 Rebecca Maag

9/1/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

As an Austin resident:
- I oppose any widening of I-35,

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #271.

- I support re-consideration of Build Alternative 1,
- I support the Reconnect Austin and Urban Land Institute proposals, and
- I strongly desire burying and capping at least some portions of I-35 through Central Austin.

3542 Rebecca May

9/22/2021 Email

Thank you for your service and your efforts to improve I-35.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3543 Rebecca Russ

9/7/2021

3544 Rebecca Russ

9/7/2021

3545 Rebecca Scaduto

9/9/2021

3546 Rebekah Dumouchelle

Email

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
Email

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
TxDOT's proposal to widen I-35 through Austin is a terrible plan, and it will not work. We did this in Dallas
(Interstate 635). We widened the road and added managed lanes. The managed lanes cost so much that they
are not utilized. Congestion is just as bad as it always was. Adding lanes will encourage driving, so the
congestion in Austin will not be addressed, nor will this help with our climate change crisis.
TxDOT's proposal to widen I-35 through Austin is a terrible plan, and it will not work. We did this in Dallas
(Interstate 635). We widened the road and added managed lanes. The managed lanes cost so much that they
are not utilized. Congestion is just as bad as it always was. Adding lanes will encourage driving, so the
congestion in Austin will not be addressed, nor will this help with our climate change crisis.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I am writing to oppose the proposed expansion of I35. It is well known that road expansion is not a
sustainable solution for traffic congestion, both in the sense that it does nothing to address environmental
impacts of driving AND traffic tends to rebound almost immediately. This would be a huge waste of money
and a waste of the homes and businesses that will need to be destroyed to make room for it. We need to
invest in alternative transportation rather than this destructive and wasteful proposal.
Stop adding lanes or expanding the highway. The highway is already an eyesore, separates east austin from
downtown, and increases pollution.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.

Adding lanes induces demand, when TxDOT should be working with Austin and other cities on transit. 35
should be capped with *usable* lids that provide safe pedestrian and bike space - not dead space with u-turns
meant to speed up car level of service.

Don’t eminent domain people’s houses to make more room for single occupy vehicles.
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Move truckers to 130 - for free to them (or charge them the same to go through the city on 35).

3547 Rebekah Ellis

8/24/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

3548 Rebekah Post

3549 Reece Currens

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/30/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
I oppose the widening of I-35. Adding lanes of travel to highways has not been seen to relieve traffic
congestion in the past, and there is no evidence that it will do so here. In addition, the plans presented by
TXDOT have a greater negative impact on communities that are already marginalized, including people of
color and those with less money. If we are going to invest in our future, we need to be investing in other
modes of transportation to help Texas stay a livable state with a livable climate.
Expanding I-35 would harm the environment, the quality of life in Austin, and it would leave us further divided
as an already gentrified city. I-35 is a symbol of division historically in Austin and expanding it would be
ignorant and unnecessary. There are better ways to solve traffic problems.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. It is appalling that in 2021, decades after the devastation huge highways
bring to communities was made evident, the Austin community's wishes are still being steamrolled by state
bureaucrats. This project will shape Austin for decades to come. Let's get it right this time.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3551 Rehan Zaman

3552 Reid Dickson

9/4/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/15/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
No matter what, the current configuration is outdated by decades. I am in favor of widening and trenching. If
the money is there, I am also in favor of capping with park area similar to what was done in Dallas.

I would like to see the minimization of existing businesses and homes impacted by this project, but I do realize
that the current footprint is just too small to make meaningful changes.
Hello,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #19.

A rough sketch of an idea…
- Reroute shipping/transport carriers without a manifest drop off in Austin around Austin via 130.
- Enforce compliance using TxTag/RFID chip read technologies to penalize shipping/transport carriers.
- Minimal expense solution.
- Will improve traffic flow on I-35. ‘Big Rig’ type trucks take a long time from a stopped position to resumed
necessary speeds.
That’s the idea.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

3554 Rémy Greinhofer

9/22/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and en
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Hello,

See response to comment #160.

I have one daughter that attends Escuelita Del Alma and another daughter who graduated from the program.
I cannot even begin to tell you how much that school means to my family. It is their second home and is
certainly the heart of the Cherrywood neighborhood.

It would be such a loss to the neighborhood if Escuelita has to (once again) move. With Austin being such a
progressive and innovative city, I urge you to consider a better solution that takes all community members
and businesses into consideration and would not do harm to our beloved school.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
I am writing to greatly discourage lane expansion of I-35. Numerous recent research shows that expansion of
highway lanes only leads to more congestion due to increased demand. TxDOT should instead prioritize
designs that enable growth of transit and active transportation, such as those proposed by Rethink35 and
Reconnect Austin.
I will say that efforts to cap or bury I-35, expand east-west crossings, and add bicycle and pedestrian facilities
in Alternatives 2 and 3 are welcome. They however shouldn't disguise TxDOT's ongoing goal to build more
mega-highway monstrosities that cause more harm than benefit to the communities in which they exist.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
It’s also clear that increasing lanes seldom alleviates congestion. TxDOT refuses to learn from lessons in
Houston and Dallas and is unreasonable obsessed with creating mega-highways for the sake of megahighways.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1403

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3559 Ricardo Trevino

9/15/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3560 Ricardo ZuaZua

9/24/2021 Virtual
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please complete the TX dot project

See response to comment #7.
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The two Capital Express Central plans (alternatives 2 and 3) currently being favored by TXDOT will do nothing
to solve Austin's long-term traffic problems on IH-35. Instead the No-Build option (alternative 1) is much
preferred, as advocated for by Reconnect Austin, Rethink35 and man, many other in the City of Austin and
Travis County.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #271.

As TTC Chair Bugg himself said, "No wider and no higher" is the way to go. Please listen to the citizens on this
matter and use your engineering skills to come up with a solution that will truly make a difference to those
who use IH-35 on a daily basis and call Austin home.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3564 Richard deVarga

9/12/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3565 Richard DeVarga

9/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please ... no higher and/or wider. Cut, cap and stich back East and West Austin. If you are incapable of leading,
then follow or get out of the way.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.
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We deserve better!

9/20/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

Response

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3567 Richard deVarga

3568 Richard Gelles
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
No wider! No Higher! Cap and Stich!

The current plans of Alt 2 and Alt 3 are inferior to the Alt 1 plan. Alt 2 is far better than Alt 3 though, so if
those are our only options we should go with Alt 2. However Alt 2 has some problems. I-35 should be buried
from Ceasar Chavez up to 51st St. or Airport Blvd to mitigate noise pollution and allow for additional caps and
connectivity at key moments. Clearly the area at UT between Littlefield and MLK is most in need of revision. It
needs to be designed to allow UT and the city to cap it. Having a unified campus on both sides of I-35 would
be extremely valuable to UT , the city and the state. 32nd to Concordia and 41st to 43rd St are additional
areas where mixed use walkable neighborhoods could develop to link across I-35. Which would dramatically
enhance property values along the corridor, which the government will recoup in the form of rising property
taxes. The Alt2 I-35 design downtown is a big improvement over the current condition and allows capping in
key places, but it would be helpful to be able to an additional cap one block around Cesar Chavez, that is a
major pedestrian link and needs improvement. This is a once in a generation project and needs to account for
these concerns to be considered a successful project for all parties concerned and for Austin's future growth.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #33.
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Again, I prefer Alt 2 over Alt 3 with the improvements I mentioned in my previous comment. I did want to
mention one additional point. Please do not put the pedestrian paths of the I-35 bridge crossing Town Lake at
the same level as the lanes. No one on the planet wants to walk next to 18+ lanes of highspeed highway
traffic. I would suggest lowering the pedestrian paths below the traffic lanes similar to the 1st St bridge in
downtown Austin or the Hike and Bike Town Lake crossing underneath MoPac, it makes for a much nicer
pedestrian environment and will get far greater use. Because this part of I-35 connects to the Hike and Bike
Trail it receives an order of magnitude more pedestrian traffic than a highway bridge would typically receive.
The design of the pedestrian connections in this area ought to at least take this into consideration. Ask
yourselves would you like to walk next to 18+ lanes of highway traffic? If not why would you design such an
embarrassingly bad pedestrian environment for the 2.6 million annual Hike and Bike Trail users that could use
this bridge? Please redesign these pedestrian connections with the actual experience of the pedestrians in
mind. This is a tremendous opportunity to do something great, please do not waste it.
1) The proposed (2+3) changes between 38 ½ and Airport dramatically reduce ped and bike E-W connectivity.
The bridge following the redline ROW makes the 1 crossing between 38 ½ and airport 5 or 6 times as long as it
is today. This is terrible.
2) Significant negative impact to Cherrywood Neighborhood in proposals 2 + 3 – the ROW @ 38 ½ will be 21
lanes hids and push the I35 ROW much, much closer into this long-established residential neighborhood, with
little to no impact to the newly built, upscale areas west of I35 – 15 this is 1928 + 1960s all over again?!?
3) Shared bike / ped paths are terrible for actual bike usage.
4) This is the most depressing meeting I’ve been to about this project. I am literally in tears.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.

3570 Richard Heyman

8/10/2021 Public
Meeting

3571 Richard Heyman

9/19/2021 Email

See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1996.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3573 Richard Jennings

9/16/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35
Capital Express Central project.
It is an abysmal proposal. I cannot believe ostensibly educated people would conceive such a mundane
concept. Why can’t Austin be a leader and innovator of transportation solutions instead of continuing to add
more lanes and pave more land?
A wonderful solution has been proposed by Sinclair Black - Reconnect Austin. It is visionary, creative, valueadding, and elegant. It makes economic and urban planning sense. It has garnered international attention.

3574 Richard Matzner

9/24/2021 Email

Why must we Texans insist on repeating the same transportation mistakes over and over while intellectually
superior solutions are in plain view?
Concerning IH 35 expansion— The only rational approach is one that has already been excluded form
consideration:
The approach which puts the traffic lanes underground and decks over the highway with what amounts to a
park is by far the best choice for Austin. For one very important thing it will correct the injustice that turned
East Avenue into IH35 and segregated East Austin, turning it into a ghetto for people of color. In this plan,
grade level local streets will again be able to connect East and Central Austin. This approach avoids the
destruction of hundreds of commercial properties currently along IH35.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #271.
See response to comment #1427.

We should plan for a green future! Advanced circulation and filtering techniques will control air pollution, and
the advent of electric cars will soon greatly reduce pollution from the amount that currently has to be
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handled.

3575 Richard Paddock

9/21/2021 Email

3576 Richard Weller

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Email

3577 Richard Whymark

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Please leave I35 alone. We need less lanes downtown, and more lanes around town. Can we get a loop?
Maybe make 360 and 130 and 45 a connected part of it, and a better bypass?

See response to comment #7.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

See response to comment #19.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Comment

Response

This project does not look well-informed. First, this project will increase demand through a concept called
induced congestion. At a time when other places are tearing down their central highways, we are expanding
ours? This makes no sense. If we are going to expand, any expansion should seek to reduce the arial and
ground level footprint and add SIGNIFICANT resources for transit and bicycle resources. I would regularly ride
my bike to downtown events (less than 3 miles away!) if there was safe bicycle transit routes (the current
route is 5+ miles...so i rarely ride)...

See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #4324.

Don't build more lanes at grade or above grade...go crazy below grade with cut/cover or tunnels if you must
add lanes.
Climate Change: How is building below grade a good idea, given potential superstorms that might drop 24
inches of rain in 24 hours?

See response to comment #30

What about the costs of pumping water out of the below grade roadway? It would happen regularly year
after year.
If there were to be flooding in Austin like recently seen in the Northeast from Ida, wouldn't I-35 below grade
be completely flooded no matter how pumps might work.
I would expect many casualties from each such flood.
Going below grade, other than a tunnel, will have to address massive storm water handling capabilities.
During heavy rains, I-35 could be closed for days.

3580 Rick Coneway

9/9/2021
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Email

If the upgrade can't handle 24 inches of rain in a day, then it will become completely flooded for extended
periods of time. Think of those at the low point in the roadway who become stranded. Their vehicle could
become their coffins.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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3581 Rick Johnson

Entry
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9/15/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

3582 Rick Krivoniak

3583 Rick McNulty

9/11/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/14/2021 Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Please choose a design that does not expand the footprint of IH-35 though Austin's center. It is already an
enormous physical and socio/economic barrier, and has a history of perpetuating racial and economic
inequities for those to its east. Additionally, while it does serve communities beyond Austin, please do not
make it more difficult on the central Austin neighborhoods to navigate via foot, wheelchair, bike or car to our
adjacent Austin neighborhoods and beyond.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #685.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

Please don't let TxDOT make the same mistake of expanding I-35 like they've done in Houston with no
demonstrable improvement in reducing traffic. Also, this would continue the centuries-long narrative of
discrimination against the East side of Austin. Enough. We all know how ridiculous this proposal is.
Let them come up with a plan that better reflects the kindness and character of Austin--not Houston or Dallas.
3584 Rick Rosenberg

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion
of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

Completing I-35 is essential to facilitating transportation and mobility in our region. The city and region are
continuing to grow at a rapid rate, and expanding I-35 to allow for better travel options around and through
Central Texas is necessary for our continued prosperity.

3585 Rick Rubin

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.
TxDOT needs an answer for why the majority of properties they are taking for this project are on the East side,
rather than the West side of IH-35. This is exactly what happened when IH-35 was originally constructed over
East Avenue.

Please see response to comment #160.
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3586 Rickey Chevrie
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9/22/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3587 Riley Hamilton

9/17/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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3588 Rina Sadun

3589 Rio Tomlin
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Meeting
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9/9/2021

Email

Comment

Response

After some initial optimism in the earlier stages of the planning process, I am deeply concerned about the
current set of plans, particularly the fact that Alternative 1 has been scrapped and the remaining build
alternatives both involved substantially widening the footprint of the highway. I live within view of I-35 and
want to feel safe crossing the highway on foot or on bicycle to visit friends, parks, and restaurants, and the
proposed build would make it harder to do this. I am also very worried about how letting the highway
encroaching further into residential areas will worsen air quality and noise levels in the neighborhood. If
putting I-35 underground is not a feasible option, TxDOT should seriously consider the various community
proposals that reduce the footprint of the highway through the heart of the city rather than increasing it.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #614.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3590 Rishee Bhatt

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please consider the plan that would create a tunnel for HOV lanes and would cap I-35 through Austin. This
would do much to improve quality of life for those living in the community while improving mobility for those
moving through and within the area. Thank you.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.
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3591 Rita Bohra
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9/17/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3592 Rita Mathis

3593 Rob Borchardt

3594 Rob Caraway

3595 Rob Caraway

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/21/2021 Email

8/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Expanding I-35 will totally solve traffic while also bulldozing longtime austin businesses. And yes that was
sarcasm. You will just bulldoze homes so I-35 can be an even larger deathtrap. Thanks for all the future death
and samesies traffic. Have fun wasting time and money for the exact same result. I think you should just add
lights down I-35 and actually save lives instead of commerce. In tandem with HB 19 I-35 will be an ideal place
to scrape up human roadkill.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Please reconsider your current plans — I live in John’s neighborhood and want the opposite side I35 to
become MORE ACCESSIBLE .

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.

This is not what we want thank you for listening.
Hi

See response to comment #247.

I live just on the east side of i35 and my dream is to have easy walking paths or bike paths to central austin.
My family and neighbors would be devastated if we felt further isolated from the rest of this city.
I plead with you to find a solution that works for everyone.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

3598 Rob Hogan

8/25/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Hi,

See response to comment #6.

I have been an Austin resident for nearly 10 years now and have watched the city's traffic problems expand as
the city has during my time here.
While I can see why expanding I-35 seems like a reasonable decision to accommodate this growth, I think it is
short-sighted and only pushes problems further down the road while also exacerbating the existing problems
that I-35 causes to urban life in Austin.
Sometimes the best way forward is to take a step back. We need to rethink I-35. South Congress, Guadalupe,
6th Street, Barton Springs Road, Lamar, Red River: These are some of the strongest and most positively
associated names in Austin, thriving streets and boulevards that are key arteries for culture and commerce in
our city.
I-35 gashes through the heart of Austin but instead of creating a thriving zone, it pollutes and infects,
negatively affecting the area around it. Expanding it in its current form would only add to this problem. Let's
turn I-35 into an area that joins the city together instead of dividing it.
While the nominal cost of creating a pass-around for I-35 and converting the existing corridor into a local
route may be higher on paper than expanding the existing highway, I have no doubt that this cost will be
recuperated by the city in the commercial and residential areas it protects as well as the businesses that will
move in around the future thoroughfare.
At the rate Austin is growing, when will we need the next I-35 expansion? What about the one after that? The
cost of endlessly expanding I-35 is immeasurable and a type of short term thinking that Austin can’t afford.
Instead of allowing ourselves to be reactively driven by the wonderful growth we’re experiencing, we can be
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the agents of change that decide what this growth looks like. The effort to rethink I-35 is a proactive effort
and an opportunity we should seize whole-heartedly.

3599 Rob Hogan

8/27/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Hi,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.

I have been an Austin resident for nearly 10 years now and have watched the city's traffic problems expand as
the city has during my time here.
While I can see why expanding I-35 seems like a reasonable decision to accommodate this growth, I think it is
short-sighted and only pushes problems further down the road while also exacerbating the existing problems
that I-35 causes to urban life in Austin.
Sometimes the best way forward is to take a step back. We need to rethink I-35. South Congress, Guadalupe,
6th Street, Barton Springs Road, Lamar: These are some of the strongest and most positively associated brand
names in Austin, thriving streets and boulevards that are key arteries for culture and commerce in our city.
I-35 gashes through the heart of Austin but instead of creating a thriving zone, it pollutes and infects,
negatively affecting the area around it. Expanding it in its current form would only add to this problem. Let's
turn I-35 into an area that joins the city
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Meeting
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1. Use cantilevered frontage roads like on central expressway in Dallas to give more ROW width for landscape
buffer/ screen walls to Cherrywood neighborhood
2. Design doesn’t appear to accommodate blue line crossing on riverside bridge
3. Alternative 2 is the better of the two remaining but they are virtually indistinguishable, and consideration
wasn’t given a section that reduced the use of “bypass lanes” in exchange for a more conventional section
that uses more predictable ramp configurations.
4. It seems like alternative 1 was purposely designed to be complicated rather than considering a hybrid of
alternative 1 and 2 that utilizes a narrower more conventional footprint.
5. Consider more efficient section near UT and MLK to be more consistent with the rest of corridor to provide
more of a buffer/ transition to adjacent UT sports facilities
6. Consolidate/ simplify bypass lanes and exit ramps to make travel more intuitive/ signage more direct and
recover ROW. Just because the ROW is wider doesn’t mean you need to push lanes to the edges of the ROW,
the outside edge can be a buffer, landscaped, and accommodate pedestrian facilities.
7. Improve pedestrian connections across 35 at MLK and Clyde Littlefield
8. Add crosswalks and more significant ped protection at Clyde Littlefield to accommodate pedestrian
movement
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1996.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3602 Rob Schneider

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please think creatively about I35. Don't widen, don't increase height. Cap I35 downtown and leverage taxes
from high-intensity development where the ROW used to be to pay for construction. Win-win. Thanks.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
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Central Austin is currently disjointed, separated by the swath of lanes that currently exist on I-35. The two
alternatives proposed by TxDOT do not provide sustainable solutions for the future of Austin and only
exacerbate the traffic issues experienced by current residents. It is proven that more lanes does not alleviate
traffic qualms and Austin is in need of more efficient, long-term solutions. Providing more lanes is a shortterm solution that will not benefit the city in the future. We need a solution that will further connect our city
and allow for more organic growth along the I-35 Corridor. Proposals like the Madrid Rio, a completed project
that buried a highway and created a massive public parks project, was a long-term solution that benefited the
city in a variety of ways. Adding more traffic lanes is anti-growth and pro-short-term, negative solutions.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3605 Robby Winfield

9/22/2021 Email

3606 Robert Bentley

9/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I hope that we will come up with a better solution to I-35 traffic than expansion. Austin voters have made it
clear that we want an investment in public transportation, not more cars choking our roads.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I travel and commute to downtown austin from Manor, Texas for over 7 years. I have often found truth to the
phrase: "The key to happiness in Austin is to avoid I35".
I find it dangerous and deafening enough as it is, but i find it a shock to the conscious to add so much more
polluting roadways while not doing anything for existing congestion woes.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3608 Robert Crump

8/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The current design plans for I-35 in Austin are apocalyptic. I cannot believe that decades of highway expansion See response to comment #6.
has lead anyone in their right minds to believe that more will alleviate congestion, or that traffic congestion is
itself some kind of goal to target. The path dependency of mega project spending reeks all over this project
rooted in a 1950's transportation worldview. I have nothing but utter contempt and disgust at the blithe
idiocy of this failed project that sacrifices the heart of a great Texas city (not to mention some of the most
valuable taxable land in the State) for a few years of barely reduced commute times for drivers. If you feel
anything other than embarrassment and shame in paving over my city, you need an EKG, brain scan, and an
enema. From the bottom of my heart, fuck you.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3610 Robert Daigh

3611 Robert Daniel
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Meeting
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9/1/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I support the construction of the TxDOT project asap.

See response to comment #7.

Proposed redesigns of the portion of I-35 running through the City of Austin should benefit Austin residents.
See response to comment #247.
This project, however, will not benefit me or other Austinites in any way. (The only design features that could See response to comment #19.
possibly benefit us are listed as "subject to change/not guaranteed."). The project is clearly designed to
subsidize international trucking companies at our expense. Any proposed redesign should not expand the
current I-35 footprint. Enough of our city has already been taken for commercial vehicle traffic. Any
proposed redesign should also improve pedestrian/bike connectivity across the highway, but this design won't
do that. Further, TxDOT has not sufficiently considered alternatives to expanding the I-35 footprint, such as
routing commercial traffic to SH 130.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3613 Robert Foster

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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9/14/2021 Email
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STOP AND THINK! Three different groups made up of both local citizenry directly impacted by this project and
professionals with a deep understanding of transportation planning and civil engineering have objected to
TXDOT’s “alternatives” (all of which result in wasting substantial public resources while further fracturing
Austin’s public realm without solving the issue TXDOT is charged with solving—congestion). All three
proposals have so far fallen on dear ears despite the fact that any one of them would be a massive
improvement for the taxpayers, commuters and citizens of central Texas. It is a well documented fact that
adding additional lanes to a hierarchical highway system simply induces more demand—congestion can’t be
solved with more of the same bad design. TXDOT must immediately take a “tactical pause” to consider the
work of groups like Reconnect Austin, Strong Towns and the Congress for the New Urbanism on highway
retrofits. Focus on improving Austin’s street grid for local trips and move through traffic underground! As a
land developer myself, Reconnect Austin’s proposal is a no-brainer in terms of financial productivity. As a
Texan, a Marine Corps combat veteran and a conservative-minded voter, I am appalled that both a public
agency like TXDOT and our local officials are willfully ignoring a deafening cry from their constituents to STOP
and THINK before degrading our home like this. Learn from I-45! Texans won’t stand by anymore and watch
our cities be further fractured by projects like this.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

This message is being sent to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) current proposals for
the I-35 expansion (part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project).

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #33.

Texas does not need more highway lanes--study after study after study has confirmed that additional lanes
simply induce more demand from drivers, ensuring Texans will suffer traffic congestion for eternity. Three
feasible community proposals have been sent to TXDOT and other actors from Reconnect Austin, Rethink35,
and the Urban Land Institute. Texas A&M Transportation Institute's (TTI) review of these proposals missed the
point entirely by critiquing the fact that each proposal pushes traffic volume to local roads--that is exactly why
they work!
From a systems engineering standpoint, a transportation network that leaves 90% of the network's roads
empty at times of peak demand (i.e. rush hour) is a joke. TXDOT's blind adherence to a branching hierarchy of
roads is archaic--it is an untenable position to hold, and the Civil Engineers working there know it.

3616 Robert Franco

9/23/2021 Email

3617 Robert Gass

9/21/2021 Email
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Please ensure that plans for I-35 comply with the goals of the Austin community. TXDOT serves the public, not
the other way around. Thank you for your consideration
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.
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support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.

3618 Robert Gilliland

9/10/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3619 Robert Given

9/1/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
This proposal is not in the best interest of Austinites and Texans at large. Adding more lanes to 35 didn’t solve
our congestion problem 15 years ago, and it won’t help now. By the time this project is done, it won’t be able
to support the traffic needs of the city and will remain an issue despite costing taxpayers millions. We need to
think about alternative transportation methods. Highway lanes just can’t cut it in Austin anymore.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

As a longtime Texas resident with family in the Austin area, I join calls opposing TxDOT's recent proposals for
I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.

3621 Robert Hogue

3622 Robert James

3623 Robert Kimzey

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/11/2021 Email

Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Use as much land as needed for current and projected future needs. Make right of way as big as possible, the
idea is to get traffic moving through Austin, not to bottle it up downtown. Please fix I-35

See response to comment #2370

Please do NOT build IH35 as designed. We need a solution that takes thru traffic out of the center of the City.
I would support a creative improvement like the previously suggested cut and cap.

See response to comment #13.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.

3624 Robert Lee

9/24/2021 Email

3625 Robert Lehr

9/23/2021 Email

I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1426

3626 Robert Loughran

Entry
Source
Date
9/15/2021 Email

3627 Robert Mader

9/9/2021

No.

Commenter Name

Email

Comment

Response

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3628 Robert Mauldin

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3629 Robert Nagel

9/21/2021 Email

3630 Robert Nusbaum

9/21/2021 Email

3631 Robert Nusbaum

9/24/2021 Email

3632 Robert Ochoa

9/4/2021
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.
Good morning! I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design
process because doing nothing is not an option.
I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September 24th to continue to study design
refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and bike/ped enhancements.
Roughly 10,000 people will live in ~57 acres of land once construction is completed between 38th street, 32nd
street, Red River Street, and I-35. Access to this area from I-35 is already dangerous with the narrow shoulder
exits and inconvenient with stoplights being located before and after highway exit. I am additionally
concerned with how temporary access and convenience will be impacted by this project. I am however
hopeful that this project will help create long-term solutions to these safety and access issues. I support the
removal of the upper deck highway and strongly urge this project to consider anything that can be done to
dampen noise in this area as it is a serious issue.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #614.
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I also read about caps and stitches being built along this project (possibly by the city), but would strongly
advocate for a cap to be built here between 32nd street and 38th street as this ~10k person community is the
closest to the highway until 11th street going south and until 46th street going north. Cherrywood and
Mueller are quickly growing and this would be a great way to connect these communities that are currently
divided and not the safest to navigate over. I would also strongly advocate for a bike lane on the service road.

3633 Robert Pitt

9/21/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3634 Robert Rodriguez

9/10/2021 Email

3635 Robert Ryland

8/20/2021 Virtual
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
We are going through an historic and unpredictable change in the way people work and commute. It is too
soon to tell how much highway we will need for the next century. The widening will do irreversible damage to
the existing neighborhoods. The no-build option is the only way to go.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #685.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I'm a resident of Cherrywood, so this proposal directly affects me in the sense that I am about to have the
country's largest interstate right in my front yard. But putting that aside for now, as an Austin resident and
student of the University of Texas I am dismayed by the city's fervent opposition to creating safe and
accessible routes for pedestrians and cyclists. Initially I was overjoyed to learn that the city was planning to
revamp I35, however this soon changed to disappointment when I learned those plans were limited to simple
expansion, rather than adding alternatives to car travel and revitalizing the infrastructure to optimize traffic
patterns.
At the moment I commute to school by crossing I35. It is deplorable how unsafe and difficult it is to cross this
highway whether by foot or by bike. On foot I've been almost hit by cars multiple times at 38 1/2 street. By
bike the best option is cross at Dean Keaton. But because the city built unprotected bike Lanes that cross
highway entrances I've almost been slaughtered more times than I can count by angry and dangerous drivers.
I've read that these problems are scars from Austin's Jim Crow period when the city was designed to trap
Black residents on the East side. The new plans do not fix these issues. In effect, the city has chosen to uphold
the damaging infrastructure design created in America's darkest period of history. And to add insult to
injuries, the businesses and homes that the expansion will remove overwhelming targets vulnerable and
minority communities. How ironic. The most progressive city in Texas is planning to spend a large sum on a
project that continues the regressive and racist vision laid out by their forsaken predecessors.
I'm disappointed, yet not surprised, that my city leader's allegiance lies of the side of oil and automotive
industries, rather than on the side of their constituents. Widening the footprint of I35 will do no good to
reduce traffic. Without the necessary infrastructure to present safe alternative options to driving, and to
optimize traffic patterns to reduce congestion on the interstate, this proposal will essentially do nothing but
waste money, destroy communities, and ensure that Austin is polluting for years and years to come.
Please hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Please participate in diverse and robust studies that protect the needs of your community that you represent.
With the current state of politics it feels like there are enemies from all sides. Our state government is actively
antagonizing the cities. Worse yet, in the face of this, our federal government is nowhere to be to seen as we
need them. Please be better. Your community needs your support.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.

I-35 should NOT be expanded to add lanes. As a resident of Austin who lives right along the I-35 corridor, this
would be a major waste of resources and do very little to solve any of the city's mobility issues. Adding lanes
would increase the city's reliance on single-passenger motor vehicles, displace businesses and residents, and
create major mobility problems during construction. Furthermore, the proposed expansion would do nothing
to mitigate the ongoing climate crisis which is significantly impacted by our overuse of personal cars and
trucks. Instead of wasting taxpayer money on this road, it should be invested in sustainable, future-minded
infrastructure like mass transit, pedestrian safety, and bike lanes that are more efficient and would contribute
more to the happiness and well-being of the people of Austin.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am writing to strongly oppose the proposed expansion of 1-35, which will not solve the transportation issues
facing our community. Instead, the proposed expansion would further dislocate and disconnect parts of the
city. The city needs more time to consider alternative proposals to find a solution that works for all members
of our community.

See response to comment #6.
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3642 Roberto Rodriguez
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3643 Robin Carlton

9/23/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1433

No.

Commenter Name

3644 Robin Mack

Entry
Source
Date
9/15/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3645 Robin Reister

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Hello! I am concerned that the highway will destroy businesses and homes. If anything, we should have
smaller roads going through the middle of the city, I35 could go around like in San Antonio and Dallas, i.e.
make it "east Avenue". Please do not change our community!

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
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Improvement of existing roads, and installing pedestrian and bike pathways are important. Adding new lanes
for more car traffic should be avoided. All money earmarked for adding highway lanes would be better spent
by adding to the funds for improving public transportation, including increased pay and benefits for capmet
drivers. Robust public transportation is the only way to respond to both Austin's population boom and climate
change. Incentivizing more cars on the road is just about the last thing we need. Thank you.
I was born and raised in Houston, land of twelve-lane freeways and perpetually increasing traffic. When I
came to Austin for college over 20 years ago, it was a breath of fresh air. Your current I-35 plan would
damage both our city and our air.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #247.

Comment
Form
3647 Robin Weatherl

3648 Robyn Honig

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

Multiple studies by economist Gilles Duranton have shown an extremely strong correlation between
interstate highway size and miles driven. That is likely because roads tend to be built first, and then
neighborhoods follow, e.g., the newer parts of Pflugerville. That leads to more drivers with longer commutes,
and thus more air pollution to ruin our beautiful city.

Furthermore, widening I-35 would displace homes and business, many of which are used by low-income
communities that have already felt the worst pollution and displacement effects of highway construction.

I've long been dismayed how west Austin, where I live, is so green and beautiful, while other areas, like those
that border I-35, are neither. The proposed plan would make this section of the city even uglier. All
Austinites deserve ample green space where they live, work, and play.

Years ago, I saw a plan to put green space over I-35 in Central Austin, with tunnels underneath. Dallas has
already done something similar. Consider that to beautify and reunify our city.
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Dear TxDOT,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #273.

I live about six blocks west of I-35, so the interstate is part of my daily reality in terms of traffic and noise. But
I'm writing not only as an I-35 neighbor, but also as a person who lives on this planet, sees the devastating
effects of climate change, and understands that we ALL must change our transportation habits if we are to
mitigate the climate crisis.
I object to the current plans to expand I-35 to 20 lanes through central Austin for the following reasons:
1) These additional lanes will encourage additional car travel, contributing to pollution and climate change,
through induced demand.
2) The plans do not take Project Connect into account, at least as of a March 2021 public meeting when I
specifically asked this question. If 85% of I-35 traffic is local, as TxDOT maintains it is, it's *imperative* that
TxDOT rework its models to incorporate Project Connect. PC is a huge investment by the city and local
taxpayers, is on a very similar timeline to the I-35 project, and is designed to take local cars off roads. This is
exactly the type of traffic that comprises 85% of I-35 traffic. Please, please slow down, partner with Project
Connect and let's get the most out of this rail and bus system we've already committed to.
3) The current plans will widen a freeway and condemn properties in central Austin, at a time when there's a
national conversation about the deleterious effects of freeway widening and property demolition. Yikes! This
is so regressive. Let's not scrape out a chunk of central Austin to become a freeway.
I am hearing only worry about TxDOT's plans for I-35, from nearby neighbors and from friends who live in
other parts of town. The downtown stitches, and the possibility of caps, are well received, but people are very
disturbed about the widening. I'm also hearing a lot of, "I don't think TxDOT cares what we want. They haven't
listened to us so far. [Insert conspiracy theory here.]"
I am concerned that TxDOT staff feel like they've put a lot of work into the current plans and are frustrated
that people who complain about congestion on I-35 are now pushing back -- "Well, what do you WANT then?"
Here's what I want: I would really like to see this process slow down so that neighborhood and other groups
can meet with TxDOT and talk this through. I would like public conversations between Project Connect and
TxDOT, in which the two agencies and regular folks can work together to figure out how to get more cars off
the road. It is worth slowing down, or even pursuing the no-build option for now, to get a better project
instead of one that will have a net negative impact on Austin and the world's climate.
thank you,
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Robyn Ross
The alternatives at this point are appalling. I-35 is a scar through our city - the build alternatives proposed will
reopen the wound and make the scar bigger. We need to bury I-35 and cap it and return this land to the
community. Doing nothing is better than the build alternatives presented here.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

3652 Rocky Hardin
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
See response to comment #7.
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Allow Austin the right to keep 35 small and renovate to a green space at pinch points and build an alternate
See response to comment #6.
wife route for cats and large vehicles through the tolls or other road loop. City of city cannot handle expansion See response to comment #160.
and real estate loss.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.
See response to comment #273.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
This type of expansion has been proven time and time again to be a major waste of money and an epic failure
with regards to improving traffic flow. - IT MAKES TRAFFIC WORSE!! - Do your research and look at what's
happened in other major metropolitan areas throughout the country.
Please hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
3655 Rodrigo Nunes

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I live on the East side of Austin, and I appreciate being able to bike and walk to downtown. I also appreciate
being able to feel connected to the rest of the city. IT's hard enough to enjoy those things with I-35 the way it
is - it is a highway that purposefully divides our city and prevents the formation of a more unified community.
To widen an already restrictive barrier is to further separate us from our neighbors, friends, and workplaces.
More importantly, to widen I-35 is to go against the wishes of the communities more likely to be affected by
it.
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Since I submitted my earlier comments on widening I-35 late last year, I have not seen ANY progress on
planning this major $5 billion project, in particular with regard to the greenhouse gas emission implications
and the related global warming impact. Not even a token effort.

See response to comment #30

I also believe we are soon going to be faced with higher gasoline prices and driving costs. This is an important
planning factor that TxDOT ignores. TxDOT ignores it because they can ignore it, but not because it is
unimportant. Here is good documentation behind the expectation of much higher fossil prices.
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JiRzjpiYDUeQ8Dvn4B3GibPxZd7lQLFbFwbOkHajP8/edit?usp=sharing
This following link was written to cover these and other TxDOT sins of planning omission which have been
routinely ignored.
http://www.theragblog.com/roger-baker-transportation-is-widening-i-35-austins-biggest-boondoggleever/#more-37354
Following is a linnk to the science behind how projects like I-35 threaten life on the planet by willful blindness
to greenhouse gas emissions and other hidden costs, which tend to become unfunded mandates.
https://www.ipcc.ch/2021/08/09/ar6-wg1-20210809-pr/
Bureaucracies like TxDOT may be able to get away with denying the reality of the global warming impact they
are causing by this omission from TxDOT's federally mandated environmental work. However, TxDOT cannot
escape the consequences of global warming and the condemnation of its shoddy environmental studies by
those of us who are threatened by global warming.
I am greatly disappointed by TxDOT's total lack of global warming consciousness and lack of operness and
historical insensitivity regarding I-35's environmental impact. I am not surprised because of TxDOT's long
history of ignoring such factors whenever it can.

3657 Roger Borgelt
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It was this sort of top-down bureaucratic arrogance that led Molly Ivins to refer to TxDOT as "The Pentagon of
Texas"
I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion
of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the strong options that are on the table for expansion. It is important to move forward with one
of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through downtown can occur and keep Austin
moving.
This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.
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Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I support TXDOT's project - please start the bidding and construction

See response to comment #7.

I strongly urge adoption of Build Alternative 3, as it would minimize the disruption to my business

See response to comment #33.

It is critical after all the economic pressures wrought by the pandemic that everything possible be done to
minimize harm to Austin's small businesses of long-standing as you pursue this important expansion.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3663 Roland Pena

9/24/2021 Email

3664 Rollie Cole

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
More is not always better; in regards to highway lanes, it might be worse. Also, we need to lower the priority
given to fossil fuel vehicles and increase that to human powered and electric powered forms of transport.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3665 Romalda Allsup

9/10/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #273.

Austin is a city, not a thoroughfare. Any traffic going north, through our city, should be using 130, the toll road
designed for this purpose. This should be made free. We canno encourage more traffic passing through. The
funds spent and pollution created could be saved if this were done. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through
Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Please do not go forth with the proposed widening of I-35. I, as well as the entire inner city community of
Austin, are vehemently against this project, the demolition it would cause to our inner city, and the negative
impact it has on virtually all the land nearby.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #15.

Widening interstates like this does not reduce the traffic and will not alleviate Austin's traffic issues. It is
unsustainable, financially and environmentally, and we will never see the end of it. Just look at Houston's I-10
expansion project. Widest highway in the United States, yet rush hour continues to pack all lanes and traffic is
not improved. However, millions are dumped into its construction which could have been used for improving
more efficient and denser means of travel.
For the concern of inter-state travel and freight passing through Austin on its way to somewhere else, we
should think of means to bypass the city. Routing this traffic around Austin (if possible) makes way more
sense than sending it through. Or alternatively, if we could route it underground/cover it somehow, we could
reduce the noise it causes and send thru traffic from one end of this 8-mile stretch to the other.

3667 Ron Baker

9/9/2021

Email

Please consider the consequences of this project, and how this has failed cities miserably throughout all the
United States time and time again. Houston's inner loop highways, Shreveport's downtown freeways,
Baltimore's I-170, Detroit's Crystler Freeway, We only become more car-dependent while we level and
destroy our city and all the communities by these highways.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I’m a technology executive that has worked on Smarter City projects, including transportation solutions
around the world. I’m writing to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals
for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
It’s very disappointing to see people fall back into tired old solutions that are proven ineffective. When we
elected officials show some leadership and make real change. Please start now by stopping this approach and
adopting a better and more innovative approach.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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3668 Ron Berry

3669 Ron Binkley

3670 Ron Binkley

3671 Ron Kessler

Entry
Source
Date
9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/2/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/22/2021 Email
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I oppose the I-35 expansion as proposed. It won’t solve the problem and will ruin neighborhoods.

See response to comment #6.

I am 100% in TDOTs current plan for expanding IH-35. I have lived in Austin for 36 years. I have been waiting
all that time for "something major" to improve that highway. I don't want to wait a minute longer. I would
like for this to be completed sometime in my lifetime!!

See response to comment #7.

I have lived in Austin for 37 years. Since I moved there has been talk about improving I-35 but, NOTHING get
done. Previous plans have been rejected. There have been times where are not any funds available. There
have been bad years economically. We FINALLY have a plan, an expensive plan but I feel it worth every
penny. Now the the wheels are in motion and funds are available we have naysayers to the plan. I'm not
willing to wait another 10+ years for a new plan that somebody will challenge. The longer we wait, the more
it will cost, more people will move to Austin bringing more vehicles. It's seems the naysayers are always the
vocal minority. Which idiot wants to turn I-35 into a "boulevard? That is actually getting a lot of news
coverage. Talk about going back in time. Will we then change the name back to East Avenue? TXDOT, please
stick to your guns. Don't be pressured by the minority. You have a very good plan that checks all of the
positive boxes.
To TxDOT I-35 Capital Express Central Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

As a strong believer in the economic and regional vitality of Texas and C. Texas, I am writing to express my
continued support for the redevelopment of I-35 through Central Texas and in particular the CapEx project in
Central Travis County. This international corridor plays an integral role in our nation, state and region, in
addition to local trips served. It must be redeveloped to improve efficiency and increase capacity in a manner
that reflects our community values, integrates with the street network and transit system and enhances
safety for all modes.
Over the past decade, the nuances of the proposed project have evolved significantly due to TxDOT’s
willingness to listen to the needs and desires of this community. The commitment to lower the highway
through downtown and remove the decks north of the university were much needed, and are much
appreciated, commitments. As you focus on a final design, I encourage you to continue to give thorough
consideration to requests for alternate engineering and design features that will make this project a model for
the nation, a generational investment for which all Texans can be proud and a local asset, especially for those
who live with its impact daily.

3672 Ronald Booker

9/2/2021

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Thankyou for all you are doing to make this a reality.
As someone who drives through and spends time in Austin on a regular basis, I can say without a doubt that
plans to demolish homes in order to widen the highways ROW, purely because it’s cheaper, are a travesty and
nothing short of despicable as long as alternatives exist

See response to comment #160.

1444

No.

Commenter Name

3673 Ronald Dittmar
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

3674 Ronnie Calderon

9/10/2021 Email

3675 Ronnie Renick

9/9/2021

Email

I would personally rather not change it than to have this significant expansion and loss of homes and
businesses. Earlier proposals for underground, cap & stitch, etc, seem like the better direction for upgrading
the highway.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3676 Rosalinda Jalifi

9/7/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
What efforts will you be making to mitigate MoPac becoming the alternative site for the IH35 traffic
(especially 18-wheelers)?

See response to comment #19.

I think these plans are super ambitious and costly -- too much too late. You will create a huge traffic jam on
this much traveled hwy.
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3677 Rose Harmon

3678 Roseanne Thornhill

3679 Roseanne Thornhill
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Austin doesn't need more freeways. This city needs more buses, more train lines, more sidewalks, covered
bus stops, and more bike trails

See response to comment #8.

I live in and own my home in Cherrywood which will be the neighborhood most effected by these plans.
Potentially tearing down hundreds of properties beloved by Austin including buildings that are historic and
tearing up graveyards is awful. Encroaching the highway and expanding pollution into central Austin devalues
our health, safety and security it’s terrible. These plans have not been coordinated with our neighborhood at
all and we’re very upset by this. The city is against these plans that will further divide the city with this racist
highway instead of tunneling underground and joining the city. Please do not destroy my neighborhood and
health by expanding a highway that won’t address the traffic issues in Austin. My neighbor’s and I are going
to fully fight this terrible ill planned project!
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #1996.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I live in the Cherrywood neighborhood right next to I-35 and oppose any expansion of this polluting division
next to my home that is going to destroy beloved buildings in Austin.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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3680 Rosemary Pepper
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3681 Ross Brown

3682 Ross Huffman

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

8/10/2021 Public
Meeting

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Hello,

See response to comment #19.

How much of the traffic on I-35 through Austin is local traffic vs through traffic? Especially during peak times.
If there is as Iot of through traffic as one would expect on this sort of road, how about cutting a financial deal
to offer free access on the 130 toll road and charge a toll on I35?
This would maintain free access for all drivers (local fests and through traffic) but incentives through traffic to
130. I would expect 130 to also require improvements to handle the additional traffic and TxDOT could fund
those but when compared to the current proposals, would imagine they would coat significantlyess and be
much less disruptive.
Alt 1 Need bypass at Woodland to access riverside
Need NB exit for 15th Street
*Alt 1 is best option Airport to MLK

See response to comment #271

Alt 2 Not enough NB access to surface streets in downtown
Not enough street access to main lanes southbound. Between Airport and 15th Street (effectively no access)
Alt 3 You have to go thru 8 lights to head southbound from 38 ½ street
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3685 Ross Smith

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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I-35 is already dangerous enough to pedestrians and cyclists who benefit the city. Don't make it worse.
I do not support the proposed plan. It severs a thriving neighborhood from downtown, won't help traffic, and
makes the lives of many austinites more dangerous. We need to get rid of I-35 through downtown and turn it
into a human focused street.

See response to comment #6.
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3686 Rouke Mulder
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1427.

I write to you to ask you to oppose the current I-35 expansion plan by TXDOT. I-35 currently is a barrier that
cuts my part of Austin off from the rest of the city. The current plan for widening I-35 makes that barrier
significantly worse. It also destroys homes and businesses we depend on and increases the pollution where
we live.
Please consider the alternatives put forth by the community. It makes no sense to destroy the most valuable
real estate in the state of Texas to try and increase the amount of through traffic in the middle of Austin’s
urban core.

3687 Rox Wright

9/24/2021 Email

Please find ways to reroute through trafffic, ease congestion for destination traffic by investing in alternate
road access and transit, and find ways to lift the barriers put up in our communities long ago.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

This is a bad idea. Have none of you learned from the last expansion? It clearly was a failure as here ya'll are
again, wanting to expand it to 20+ lanes. So, we're Houston now? If I wanted to picnic in my car during traffic,
I'd move there.
Ya'll are going to bog down traffic even more with this expansion. We have, what 12 lanes now?, and it still
takes an hour to drive 5 miles. To be fair, I was also opposed to the last expansion for the reasons I cited.
Also, don't expand because of the added pollution and destruction of homes. That's just a trash move.
Please, don't turn us into a hippy Houston. Don't expand 35
3688 Roxanne Zech

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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3689 Roxy Arfa
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Please don’t destroy more of Austin’s unique qualities for this insane project that will probably take 30 years
to complete anyway. Please don’t ruin neighborhoods and drive people out of their homes. Life has only
gotten more difficult with the pandemic. Don’t forget about the human and natural affects of this project.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3690 Roy Lirov

9/23/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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3691 Roy Perez

3692 Roy Ruane
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Tear down the highway, cover it up. Building this highway is just going to be another long 10 years of
construction, plus the displacement of business and homes.

See response to comment #6.

https://youtu.be/vNs-XlCrwiA
None of the boxes below apply to me, i cannot un-select the choice.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3693 Roychelle Rowden

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values. We should be investing in transit not wider freeways and more lanes. This does not
improve traffic.

3694 Ruben Figueroa

3695 Ruben Neria

3696 Rudy Garza

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/16/2021 Email

9/9/2021

Email

This project will do more harm than good. It will spend loads of tax payer money, only to keep traffic levels
the same. There are other methods of transportation that Austin can invest in, in order to accommodate
more commuters and commerce. Alternate forms of transportation should be heavily invested in before going
straight for the same solution American cities have been doing since the 1950's

See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

Comment noted.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals in downtown El Paso.
Please cease and leave us alone. Stop all plans to destroy businesses torn down in your plans path. Stop
widening freeways, this is not the answer.
Chairman Bugg and Commissioners

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the concerns and issues raised by some due to the plans for the expansion and improvements to
I-35. It is never easy to find the one solution that perfectly fits everyone. However, we cannot continue to
take the same type of actions and implement the same type of plans and expect different outcomes. The
time is now to move forward with the Plan for I-35. The plan will improve our congestion issues and have a
positive impact on millions of Texans that utilize I-35.
I also appreciate the position you are in, and your courage. This reminds me of President Kennedy’s speech:
“We choose to go to the moon. We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other things, not
because they are easy, but because they are hard, because that goal will serve to organize and measure the
best of our energies and skills, because that challenge is one that we are willing to accept, one we are
unwilling to postpone, and one which we intend to win, and the others, too.”
In this situation, we could easily substitute the I-35 Plan for the moon.
Godspeed.
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I think austin is very busy now and traffic are very very bad, therefore if we would have to expand the
highway I 35 bigger than we are now it’s would not soft the problems,Because as I and my family we have a
home closer to the H I 35 already if H I 35 needs to be expand around the bean keen and 38 1/2 st I think it’s
we be too noisy people who lives in that area will have a hard time to sleep hard time to lives here every
things will change make us all feel unsafe and uncomfortable
PLEASE PLEASE do not widen or expand, or tear down any buildings to make I-35 bigger.

See response to comment #1996.

I know you people are smart. I'm not being sarcastic. You are (or at one time were) bright-eyed and optimistic
urban planners. There are other ways to achieve the goal of reducing traffic on 35. I agree the traffic is bad
(mostly due to the amount of 18 wheelers taking so much space).

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #15.

But, I'm sure you have seen a 20 lane highway in Los Angeles packed to the brim with cars in both directions.
This is inevitable. Demand will always increase with the supply.
Please work with Project Connect to offer a regional railway.
Please put part of 35 underground to allow for more walking and biking.
I just hope y'all read this, because we are taking the time to write y'all and assume the best intent in providing
this forum for us.

3699 Russell Bond

9/14/2021 Email

Thank you for being open to comment here, and I really hope you please find a way to not expand the
highway, because it will not be a long term solution and will only set us back further from methods that will
work longtime (rail, biking, and walking).
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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3700 Russell Collins
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9/16/2021 Email
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

3701 Russell Dorobek

9/22/2021 Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3702 Russell Karloff

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I agree I-35 is a mess (always has been), but I don't think the solution is to encourage MORE people to drive
on I-35. If we rebuild I-35, not only will it displace residents and hurt the character of the downtown area, but
it will pollute with noise and exhaust.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #8.

There are currently 3 major North/South routes: Mopac, I-35, and the new 183 highway. I strongly suggest
you use the money you would've used to pay for the I-35 rebuild to BUY OUT the toll roads. I take toll road
183 every day, but almost no one uses that road because it's too expensive. Instead, the frontage roads are
FULL of cars while the tollway is empty. REMOVE the tolls from 183 and Mopac to encourage people to use
alternative routes (instead of I-35).
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Let's also encourage public transportation. Perhaps even add dedicated CARPOOL lanes to encourage fewer
cars on the road.

There are many options, but I do not believe encouraging more people to use I-35 is the way to go here. We
have a beautiful downtown... why destroy it with a complex highway that runs through its center?

3703 Russell Norberg

3704 Russell Taylor

8/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/17/2021 Email

I support the #2 all lanes below grade plan. I am concerned with how long the project will take (dot does not
have a good record of completing projects on time or on budget. ). We need pedestrian access across Airport
blvd and east / west from the Cherrywood neighborhood to central Austin. What will be the environmental
impact to the Neighborhood during and after construction? Especially noise and exhaust pollution.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #82.
See response to comment #271.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
The west is burning, the east is drowning, and Texas froze, all killing people. You may take whatever position
you like on many national and world issues, but climate change is one you actually have power to act on. Fight
the continuation of destructive car-focused transportation through the middle of our city to reduce emissions,
noise, and particulates for the good of Austin yes, and set any concern you may have for suburban commuters
at the same level as their ability to vote for you: at zero.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Looking forward to the IH-35 improvements in the near future... hope they do a lot of good for traffic
congestion..

See response to comment #7.

My home was on East Avenue prior to IH35 being built and was moved back to Harmon Ave. Am I now going
to lose that home due to expansion?
How is this going to impact Harmon?

Comments regarding a specific property will be addressed
directly with the commenter or property owner.

If this was a plan for IH35, why on earth would you give a permit to let hundreds of apartments be built from
about the 3400 blk -3200 of IH35. All the money and work that is going in to these apartments to turn right
aroiund and destroy them.

See response to comment #160.

I don't have a plan but please think long and hard about demolishing so manyh properties that are on the
present IH35.
My house is one block west of 35, how is that going to effect my property?
r I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I oppose the current proposal for expanding I-35 through Austin, for the following reasons:

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.

1. Expanding highways in this manner has been repeatedly shown to only increase congestion and drive
sprawl, with dire environmental and economic consequences. Cities around the world are now doing the
opposite, removing central city highways, benefitting their economies and the quality of life of their residents.
2. TxDOT consistently promised “no wider and no higher” and is now breaking that promise. Keep the
promise! Plus wider & higher will further separate the East Austin community. Longer pedestrian bridges over
I-35 will NOT be used by people trying to walk or bike into downtown for work. Has your committee ever gone
personally to visit a huge city to walk a “bike-walk” bridge over a hot awful 6,8,10 lane interstate? No one
ever enjoys that.
3. The TxDOT plans will remove existing housing and decrease land for new housing, while Austin is in the
midst of a housing crisis.
4. The TxDOT plans will removing existing businesses and decrease land for new businesses, defying Texas’s
stated position of being a “pro-business” state.
5. TxDOT did not thoroughly assess alternatives such as returning I-35 to being a boulevard, “cap and stitch”,
and other alternatives. These alternatives need to be properly assessed with respect to costs and benefits,
including transportation choice, quality of life, and climate change.
Please pause any continued activity on the existing TxDOT proposals and move forward with a transparent
and full-fledged assessment of the community alternatives proposed, including Reconnect Austin, Rethink35,
and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch.
Nowhere can a I find a forecast or estimate of how much capacity the project will provide. Just describing the
physical changes, the lanes being added, is not of much value. In the past, TxDOT has done projects which
have far more capacity than is immediately needed, with the consequence of attracting additional usage and
rapidly resulting in even more congestion than the projects were intended to address. Right sizing is critical
to prevent this from happening again.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #273

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1457

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3712 Ryan Born

3713 Ryan Born

8/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/23/2021 Email

I am concerned that the TxDOT may not be fully looking at other options afforded by the deterioration of I-35.
In particular, a simple repair and widening of the highway in question will likely worsen congestion instead of
aiding it. The money could thus be better spent elsewhere.

See response to comment #33.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3716 Ryan Camarillo

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I oppose any plan to widen 35 through the downtown corridor. The highway as it is is already a nuisance and
widening the footprint does nothing but exacerbate an existing problem for us living around it.
There is an opportunity to fix a short sighted plan that has literally divided the city’s downtown.
Burying and capping is a plan I’ve heard and like. Reclaiming the space currently taken by the over passes and
underpass is a step in the right direction.
I’m sure this is not the easy or convenient path but real engineering feat should be. Provide a solution the city
and state can be proud of.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. This will disrupt our entire community, add safety concerns and pollution
through the heart of the city, and won't do anything to alleviate traffic. Plus, you're forcefully taking away
businesses and homes from people who worked incredibly hard to own them — the most un-Texan solution
imaginable. Please, do not do this. Find another solution.
Thank you,
Ryann Collier
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3718 Ryan Eid

3719 Ryan Friesenhahn
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please do not expand I-35. This violates simple Transportation Design principles. Expanding lanes, creates
more demand, and roads will stay just as trafficy, or even worse. This will just add to congestion, noise, and
pollution. Please do not proceed.

This project is very important to regional mobility throughout central Texas and I support construction of
these and the other ongoing IH 35 improvements.

See response to comment #273

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3721 Ryan Graves

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #19.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

3723 Ryan Hollingshead

9/16/2021 Email

We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.

I write today to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of
the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
Contrary to their own previous statements, TxDOT is ignoring community needs for reduced highway ROW
while denying a full and robust study of meaningful alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's
footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than 140 local homes and businesses. Please make
sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied (NOT by TTI) and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality,
noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land
use), and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
WE KNOW that highway expansion unequivocally does not work - adding lanes will fail to increase efficiency,
travel times, or reduce overall traffic volumes. Furthermore, TxDOT’s belief that diverting traffic onto local
roads is bad, is at best poor engineering and planning practice. Local trips (which are the great majority of
those on I-35 Central) SHOULD use local roads.

3725 Ryan Losch

8/16/2021 Email

3726 Ryan Losch
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values. The current plans do not align with Imagine Austin, the ASMP, or the Bicycle, Urban
Trails, or Sidewalk master plans.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commission:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is a central thoroughfare in the State, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I utilize I-35 to access downtown on a daily basis. While I recognize the issues with the current road and the
need to reconfigure, I don't believe a massive widening of the roadway is the answer. Wider highways just
induce increased traffic, as we've learned time and time again. The Katy Freeway is one of so many examples
of this. A more nuanced solution is essential for the long-term health of the urban environment surrounding I35 and to avoid further severing the tie between downtown and East Austin. I would also encourage the
consideration that any reconfiguration of the road not preclude future multimodal transit options. As has
been demonstrated in other states, interstate highways can effectively share rights of way with transit (rail or
other) to allow a greater flow of people through the same corridor.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.
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I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion
of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the strong options that are on the table for expansion. It is important to move forward with one
of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through downtown can occur and keep Austin
moving.
This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.
We don't want a wider highway! We need to move away from car culture, this will only exacerbate the
problem. Please stop, you're hurting Austin and all of Texas.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Much of my family has lived in South Texas for 10+ years, and I occasionally visit by flying into Austin and San
Antonio, or driving from Arizona and Florida. Driving on I-35 from Austin to San Antonio or Dallas has always
been a poor experience, and I'm thoroughly convinced that widening I-35 will make the journey substantially
worse.
The long-term effects of widening could slow down the growth that Austin has been experiencing as more
technology companies move to Austin from California and elsewhere. Additionally, many of my colleagues
visit Austin from Europe and Asia, and driving on I-35 can be a huge burden for international visitors with little
experience navigating a large expressway.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3730 Ryan Paul

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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3731 Ryan Sonnenberg
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3732 Ryan Sonnneberg

9/14/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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3733 Ryan Taylor

3734 Ryan Therrell
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9/10/2021 Email

3735 S Furness

8/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

3736 S Furness

9/10/2021 Email

3737 S. Avila

3738 Sabrina Sha

3739 Sabrina Sha

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Comment

Response

Please proceed with the I35 plans, all efforts to create as many lanes as possible should proceed. I believe a
big concern for traffic and safety is the overwhelming use of big rigs of I-35. I-35 downtown traffic should be
off limits to big rigs that are passing through. Thru trucks should use SH 130. To incentivize this, I'd
recommend removing the toll from big rigs on 130, and adding a toll for big rigs on I35 through Austin. More
lanes the better. Please place an emphasis on vehicle mobility rather than pedestrian and bicycle.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I believe that I-35 needs to move underground on its way through downtown Austin. We need to reunite
downtown Austin with East Austin once again.creating parks and some surface roads and even room for more
businesses on top, thus creating more tax revenue for the state, not widening the current I-35 and destroying
businesses along the way.
I would like to see something similar to what they did in Boston, putting much of the Interstates under ground
and making parks above.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.
See response to comment #19.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I would like I 35 to be put underground or at least lots of cap and cover.
130 should be for all traffic going thru atx, only allow local traffic down 35
1. Preferred option: Alt 3

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #271.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #8.

2. Provide in-line transit stations on managed lanes at 5th Street and Dean Keaton
3. Provide free HOV option on managed lanes to discourage single-user vehicles and encourage carpools
4. Design managed lanes with grades that would support a future rail line within the managed lanes.
I live on Crestwood Rd and from all versions of the maps, it appears my property will be cut into. I have not
received any information from TxDot or Mobility35. I know my neighbors on Bradwood are being
compensated for the land that is being taken, but I want to receive clarification on if my property will be
impacted.
Can we get sound walls if we live on 35? That would be great and putting bike lanes would help the house not
be directly in the highway lanes and feeders

Comments regarding a specific property will be addressed
directly with the commenter or property owner.

See response to comment #614.
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I am a life long resident of Austin, Texas. Please make I-35 pedestrian friendly. Do NOT expand the highway. It
will demolish and displace many thriving businesses, including a preschool. We must prioritize public transit
and walkability in our city. We can be an amazing city but only if we take the right steps. A cap and stitch
situation is my ideal use for the Public space, but most importantly don’t expand I-35 into more lanes. We
need to incentivizing public transit.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.

Thanks,

3741 Sage Kenealy

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

3742 Sally Hartin-Young

9/24/2021 Email

Sadie Wolfe
As one of the fastest-growing cities in America, I believe it is our duty to spearhead what it means to live in
the city in the 2020s. That means putting people, communities, and access first. For too long i35 has been a
barrier between East and West, and now with the traffic, it has become one for South and North. I strongly
believe that Austin, as a city is worth the investment to build infrastructure that will aid in the mobility and
quality of life of its citizens. Because of this, I support both concepts of Stitching the highway or building a Cap
over top of the sunken highway. I will be very disappointed if Austin does any more to widen, separate and
inhibit access to downtown from the east side. Be human-centric Austin, be forward-thinking, be Green!
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I have lived in Austin most of my life. I have seen numerous terrible decisions impacting our city; this looks like
one of the worst. It is not just terrible for the city, it is also terrible for mitigating both traffic and climate
change. We should be exploring alternatives that bring us together as a city and that help reduce climate
change instead of defaulting to expanding our highways.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Don't let the state get away with attacking us in yet another way.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1468

No.

Commenter Name

3743 Sam Arnold
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We do not need more highway lanes. We need to ease congestion in i35 by reducing our reliance on personal
car use. Public transportation and bike and pedestrian options must be prioritized as a means of reducing
pollution, reducing congestion, and improving livability. Promoting car dependence is the absolute wrong
path forward.

See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3745 Sam Baird

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1469

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3746 Sam Evans

9/10/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3747 Sam Gallia

3748 Sam Mailand

9/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/7/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Reroute I35 on to TX 130 and widen that - leave I 35 as it is.

Expanding the number of lanes, while keeping the above ground is an awful idea. Not only will it cause areas
along the 35 corridor to be torn down to make room, but it still leaves the highway sights and sounds visible
to the rest of the city. While being more expensive, burying the lanes underground would be significantly
better for the city as a whole. The area that is currently interstate can be converted into a shared park and

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #15.
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3749 Sam Moon

3750 Sam Shaw

3751 Sam Stewart

3752 Sam Tenenbaum

3753 Sam Webb
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bring the city together. Right now 35 divides central and east Austin, and expanding it will only make it worse.
Just look at Boston's "Big Dig" as a way that it can positively impact a city. What used to be loud and noisy
highway is now a park and the areas on either side of the previous highway are much easier to get to.

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/10/2021 Email

I strongly oppose both options 2 and 3 due to their significant impact on homes and businesses in my area. It
will be extremely disruptive to businesses that I frequent, particularly near Capital Plaza and along the current
lower deck area. Additionally, high-traffics areas will be much closer to my residence, increasing highway
noise in the process. While the goal of connecting the east and west sides of the city is admirable, the
collateral damage is not worth it.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I live in Travis Heights about 3 blocks off I35. The sound of the highway is so loud and dramatically effects our
neighborhood. Looking at the proposed options it looked like alternative 3 would leave some lanes up high
where noise travels. I would love to see everything in south Austin from Lady Bird Lake to Oltorf buried to
help stop with this noise. I lived in Portland for a few years and the highway noise was almost non existent
because it was buried (not capped though). It made neighborhoods near the highway pleasant.
This is a terrible plan that destroys local Austin businesses and won't meaningfully address any congestion, a
fact that TxDOT admitted to. If it won't actually fix the problem, and the plan isn't in keeping with any of the
city's stated values, why should our tax dollars go to fund this program?

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #1427.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

8/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/1/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Email

Response

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #614.

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3754 Sam Wittmann

3755 Samantha Deskins

9/2/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/16/2021 Email

I am absolutely against any expansion of I-35 in Austin. Highway infrastructure has showed itself to be bad for
everyone involved time and time again. We need to move I-35 underground and reconnect our city for the
people who live here like myself.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3756 Samantha Haynes

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The amount of local businesses and homes that would need to be demolished for the proposed alternatives is
unacceptable. I also have serious concerns about this construction timeline occurring simultaneously with
Project Connect. Please fully find the cap and stitch alternative and please push out the timeline so that it
does not occur simultaneously with Project Connect!!

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #160.
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I35 is lethally dangerous and expensive as it is now. Expanding it would be an egregious mistake. It would
drastically increase pollution and racial disparity. Not to mention the fact that expanding to twenty lanes
would destroy homes and businesses that generate revenue and taxes for the city. Also, more lanes will not
reduce traffic. Look up the definition of induced demand.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.

Comment
Form
3757 Samantha Jeter

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I35 needs to be buried and capped. The land could become a community space and new businesses to open.

3758 Samantha Meyer

8/28/2021 Email

This is an opportunity to move our city into sustainability and to right the wrongs of the past. We should not
be doing more of the thing that is causing the problems.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

3759 Samantha Siefert

9/8/2021
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Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Thank you for allowing community input on this project.

See response to comment #247.

As you move forward, please prioritize connecting the city from east to west with pedestrian safety in mind.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3761 Samia Arni

9/23/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3763 Samuel Bertron

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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3764 Samuel Cooper
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9/15/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3765 Samuel Covey

8/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

3766 Samuel Douglas

9/13/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The freeway was does not need to be widened between 38th and MLK - do not buy and demo buildings. We
do not need more lanes - the plans are overly complex with multiple tunnesl and elevated lanes that switch
sides. this is not well thought out.
We need a pedestrain connection from wilshire to 41st street. Its a very important connection because 38th
and airport arent pedistrian friendly
Add more crossings at downtown streets.
I like the addition of 5th street crossing.
Recommend adding 3rd street crossing as well.
8th street doesn't go anywhere on the eastside, might be better to have a crossing at 9th street as well.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.

3767 Samuel Harris

3768 Samuel Nichols

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Email

3769 Samuel Russek

9/22/2021 Email

Dont expand I-35. It will just lead to more suburban sprawl and wont make traffic better. This project is a
waste of money.

See response to comment #6.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1477

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3770 Samuel Trevino

3771 Samuel Wood

9/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Widening IH-35 I’d a terrible idea that will do little to nothing to fix traffic. Instead it will add noise pollution,
displace businesses, and simply add to traffic congestion. DON’T DO THIS.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I believe that Austin needs to grow in an accessible and sustainable way. The growing of highways that pass
through a college campus and downtown is not the way to do this. Instead, Austin should work to limit
highways passing through the downtown area, routing them around the city, and should create a more open
and accessible, downtown area focusing on walking, biking, and public transit. Austin is currently the city that
drives the most in Texas, which is largely because of design and not because of desire to drive. We need to
help change that, which is why I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent
proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3772 Samuel Woolley

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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We live on Robinson Avenue--on the West side of the street. Our property currently abuts the commercial
strip. We understand that both of the current plans get rid of the businesses that touch our property. These
businesses currently create a visual and sound barrier between us and I35. It is crucial, should TXDot move
forward with one of these plans, that there is significant work done to create visual and sound barriers for us
and our neighbors. Because we live across the highway from St. David's hospital, our neighborhood is
shouldering twice the loss of right of way. The current plans do not provide any information for residents
hoping to understand how their quality of life--their privacy and protection from highway noise, pollution,
traffic, and vehicular dangers--will be affected. When we purchased this property TXDot had publicly stated
the highway would become no wider or higher--verbatim. The state has not honored this approach--and we
worry our property worth and our lives will suffer. We must be assured by TXdot that significant steps will be
taken to protect both our living spaces (our neighborhood) and our investment in our home. We would like to
see--at a minimum--sound barrier walls, significant vegetative barriers, and significant space between our
property and either the frontage road and/or the highway lanes. We would also like to see a protected
bikelane and a separate, wide, sidewalk allowing for pedestrian traffic. Moreover, it would be good for TXDot
to incorporate protected pedestrial foot bridges from Cherrywood over to the other side of the highway.

See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #614.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3774 Sandee Khoury

Email
9/15/2021
3:38 AM

3775 Sandeep Parikh

3776 Sandeep Parikh

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
The newest schematics for this project show an expanded highway that is not in line with the City of Austin’s
climate goals. The 2021 IPCC report showed that we are in a climate emergency, and widening the highway
will only worsen the situation.
TxDOT has a responsibility to respond to this climate crisis, and do more than provide shared use paths. I
would like to see the I-35 footprint narrowed and capped to minimize adding impervious cover & air pollution
and to provide more non-vehicle transportation options.
The newest schematics for this project show a widened highway footprint despite repeated calls since the
beginning of the EIS process to narrow the footprint. I don’t feel that TxDOT is listening to me or the
community, & that this project doesn’t represent community input.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #30.

See response to comment #6.

I would like to see the footprint for this highway narrowed. I believe no land should be taken on either side of
the highway and, instead, the highway should be narrowed so that land can be freed up for other uses that
can bring revenue to the city.
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3777 Sandeep Parikh

3778 Sandeep Parikh
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9/9/2021

Email
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TxDOT has asked for public input on this project several times, and each time has come back with updated
project information not representing community input. I don’t feel that my voice is being heard with this
project.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

Some issues I am concerned about that are not being adequately addressed: Climate change and the
highway’s contribution to air, noise, and water pollution. Disproportionate impacts on people living in East
Austin, especially POC and low-income people. Widening the footprint despite repeated calls to narrow it.
Please revise this project to reflect community input and community values. Please do not take any land (do
not widen the project footprint). Please use stronger action to mitigate vehicle emissions, including increasing
transit in the corridor and reducing VMT.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3779 Sandra Boone

3780 Sandra Khoury

8/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The 'caps'/parks should be carefully planned BEFORE a final plan is adopted. If the space is just surrounded by
4-6 lane roadways on all 4 sides, it could become some vast barren unused wasteland, or, a dangerous,
dirty, environmentally detrimental homeless camp as most of the ROW is now.
Engage planners NOW about access, appropriate size and uses.
I am in support of the proposed 35 Capital Express Central project improvements to improve mobility and
quality of life for residents in the Central Texas Region.

See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #7.
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3781 Sandra Leija
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

3782 Sandra McKinley

9/23/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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As a parent of two young children attending Escuelita del Alma, I am writing to object to TXDOT’s plans to
expand I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #19.

Escuelita del Alma has been a cherished institution in our community for so many years. For us and many
others, they have become like family. With the already relentless stress of navigating a pandemic, they are
now faced with likely closure should this TXDOT project proceed as planned. Escuelita del Alma’s closure
would not only impact a celebrated small business and its employees, but the current (and future!) families
that depend on them for affordable and quality care and education.

We were on waiting lists for nearly 2 years with a multitude of providers in central Austin before being finally
getting a spot at Escuelita del Alma. With demand for childcare spots already surpassing supply, the loss of
such a wonderful and long-standing institution like Escuelita del Alma will only further exacerbate this
situation for working parents with young children.

Escuelita del Alma is not alone in the tremendous value it adds to the fabric of our city. There are so many
businesses along the I-35 corridor that will likely close because of the displacement caused by the planned
highway expansion. With the rapidly (and constantly) rising property values in Austin, small businesses have
little chance of finding affordable rents or properties within the same general market, and moving or starting
over is a hurdle many won’t be able to overcome.
Rather than expanding I-35, TXDOT should utilize the existing infrastructure of SH130 to divert intrastate and
interstate traffic around the city center. Not only would this save countless businesses and homes from
destruction as dictated by the current expansion plan, it would alleviate traffic in the city’s central corridor
and allow other opportunities for humanly-scaled design improvements to I-35.

The decision to prioritize a highway over businesses, families, homes, and livelihoods is misguided, and I
strongly urge TXDOT to reconsider this decision.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3785 Sandy Dochen

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
To TxDOT leadership:

See response to comment #7.

We all know that IH 35 through Austin is a messy bottleneck. Your team's proposals for improving, expanding
the access is an important step forward. I join many others in endorsing these updates and improvements
while designing the project to maximize east-west connections and transit options in addition to expansion of
the road itself.

3786 Sandy Grayson

9/24/2021 Email

Thank you for supporting this vital (to the whole state) project.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3787 Sandy Guzman

9/24/2021 Email

3788 Sara Alicia Costa AIA

9/8/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

3789 Sara Garcia

9/22/2021 Email

[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]
Please see the attached letter with AARO comments for the current public comment period.
As it stands, I prefer alternative three. however, it could do better in connecting Central and East Austin
especially as it comes to pedestrians. the pedestrian sidewalk hanging over the center of the freeway is very
undesirable and could easily lead to accidents and vandalism. secondly I don’t agree at all with the taking of
more land and widening of the freeway through Austin. The construction of the 130 around Austin was meant
to divert all this traffic around the city and more attention needs to be paid to send in traffic that way rather
than through Austin. we need freeway lanes that serve Austinites and people specifically coming to Austin.
Trans-state and city traffic should be routed around. Instead of spending our money adding more lanes to I35, use that money to remove 130 tolls and see usage of that already existing highway increase.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3790 Sara Gore

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3791 Sara Hannon

3792 Sara Ines Calderon
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Comment
Form
9/13/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Austin does NOT need I-35 to be any higher or any wider. There is no need to disrupt neighborhoods,
businesses and lives to accommodate more cars. More lanes does not lessen congestion. It means more cars.
Austin needs the highway to go underground and allow the east and west sides to connect with a local street
that is pedestrian safe and bicycle friendly.
Widening 35 is not going to fix the congestion problems, as has been studied and already presented to y'all,
and it's going to strip away at parts of the community that already have to deal with outsize amounts of
traffic, as well as exacerbate racial and economic divides in this city. This is a terrible way to fix this problem
and I urge TxDOT to reconsider how to spend this money, and how to move forward with this project, if at all.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
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I've spent time in LA and creating bigger highways only adds more cars but does nothing to quell congestion.
Please invest in mass transit or other types of traffic-reducing measures!

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

Response

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3794 Sara Matzner

3795 Sara Matzner

3796 Sara Merrell
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I oppose the proposed changes. Let’s have less pollution from traffic

I am totally opposed to the proposal as described. My reasoning is that I do not wish to further encroach on
the neighborhoods. I believe strongly in less pollution in Austin and safe neighborhoods, safe streets for
walking. Sara Matzner. I am a long-term resident of Austin. Thank you.
Please do NOT try to "fix" 35 by widening it to include HOV lanes. That is not a real long-term solution, as it
won't have significant enough impact on traffic mitigation to justify the devastating effect on the community
that demolishing long-time Austin businesses and residences and bringing s massive,oud, and polluting
freeway to people's backdoors. It will only be a few more years before it ends to be widened again and what
ate you going to do, just keep widening 35 until it eats up all of downtown and bifurcates our city, only
furthering the shameful and debilitating practice of segregation that has matted our city for so many decades.
I know it's expensive to bury the highway, but a tunnel is the best long-term solution for the traffic mitigation,
the environment, the city's culture, and racial justice. If we invest more now, it will pay off and not ultimately
cost more in the long run because we all know a few more HOV lanes is just a temporary bandaid. Do the right
thing for Austin and make a bold move for a real solution! You will keep hearing from us incessantly until you
do. Peace and good health to you.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #685.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.

I write to OPPOSE the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Project “Reconnect Austin” is EXTREMELY innovative and forward thinking! It would greatly improve the 1-35
corridor in central austin and better this part of the city for generations to come! It’s so exciting to have this
possibility and the impact would be felt all over Austin as well. The upper decks of 1-35 divide the city in
unhealthy ways. This proposal not only fixes that problem but allows for mass transit lines and new
developments for housing, retail, and commercial. It would bring tremendous amounts of new tax revenue to
Austin and make us a true city of the future.

3798 Sara Rice

3799 Sara Smith

3800 Sara Smith

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/1/2021 Virtual
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Comment
Form
9/17/2021 Email

I hope you fight for this!!
PLEASE consider the plans put forth by “Reconnect Austin”! It solves so many current problems and creates
economic growth opportunities as well. Austin needs to become a city of the future. Everyone wins in that
scenario.

See response to comment #33.

As a resident of East Austin for 16 years I do not support widening I35 and demolishing established businesses
along that section of the highway. Businesses that we value such as The Austin Chronicle and Stars Seeds
cafe. Please consider alternatives, to tearing away our neighborhoods.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I am against adding lanes and widening I35. This project will take too long to complete, create more problems
than it seeks to solve, and is incredibly short-sighted. Other cities that have tried similar measures report no
improvement in traffic, yet still have a big ugly roadway jammed with cars cutting through the heart of their
community. Make improvements on exits and entrances that aren’t working, find other ways to increase flow
and reduce traffic, invest in railways and public transportation, but do not make the already bad I35 worse by
dividing our city and adding more lanes.
As a resident of 78702 East Cesar Chavez neighborhood, I stand against the TX DOT proposals. We do not
need more freeway in the middle of our city. We need to accommodate the residents, not the trucks that
should be using 130 and other thoroughfares. East Austin residents are cut off from the center of our city. We
can't safely walk downtown and it is difficult to get out of our neighborhood in an automobile. Traffic is
horrendous on I35 and will not improve. Cost should not be an obstacle, as livability pays off in the end. I urge
you to implement the community-driven recommendations which are rooted in neighborhood and
community needs and desires.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

3802 Sarah Arvey

8/18/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Form

3803 Sarah Arvey

9/2/2021

Email

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #247.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. Those alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of
life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
local goals.
Lastly, please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central Texas.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3805 Sarah Becker

3806 Sarah Biesterveld
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The proposal to widen I-35 is a terrible idea, and will only exacerbate the problem. Widen alternative roads,
add a loop around the city, or expand public transit systems. These are all better ideas than to further ravage
the interior of a major city.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.

Making 35 wider is unacceptable. More time needs to be taken to find a solution.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3808 Sarah Cheatham

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

PLEASE CONSIDER LOCAL FAMILIES, BUSINESSES, AND WILFLIFE!
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3810 Sarah Cox

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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The proposed plan will demolish the businesses of many minority owned businesses. I feel this is another
example of keeping marginalized communities marginalized. Selfishly, the daycare I send my children to will
be closed. Escuelita del Alma is a nurturing, loving, community that has treated my children and myself as
family. They are affordable, near my work and home, have a dedicated and caring staff, and have taught and
prepared my children so well for school both emotionally and mentally. The school is minority owned and
operated. The cost of relocating is too great and this proposed plan would cause job loss and childcare loss for
hundreds of people.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #4.

I want us to reimagine a better Austin that is different than other cities. Keep Austin weird! Keep Austin
streets weird and working for Austinites. I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT)
recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3813 Sarah Figueroa

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Good Afternoon,

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.

I am saddened that after years of discussion and brainstorming, all we can come up with is Houston's
approach of bulldozing both sides of the freeway, forcing hundreds of homes and small businesses to shutter
in order to accommodate traffic. Is any consideration being given to the people who have made Austin great
for decades by occupying the spaces that TXDOT is about to just pave over?

Why can we not force truck traffic onto a bypass - 71 & 183, for example? Lots of construction has been done
to both of those and they should be able to handle their share of alleviating I-35. Of course we have a
tollroad, but that seems to be highly underutilized as well.
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Honestly, I don't think any of us want Austin to look like Houston, so after years of discussion, maybe we need
to keep talking. Bulldozing over Austinites and their homes and businesses can't possibly be our best choice.

Respectfully,
Sarah Figueroa
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3815 Sarah Gerson
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We do not need to be widening our roads we will have horrific traffic regardless, many studies have proven as
such. Not to mention by widening roads you make much of the city even more inaccessible to folks who rely
on walking and public transit. Invest in sustainable, walkable neighborhoods and quality public transit where
walking isn’t a possibility to cut down on traffic and noxious emissions.

See response to comment #8.

Please consider other options that take the long term growth and beauty of our city into consideration. No
wider, no higher!

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3818 Sarah Jenkins

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3820 Sarah Larocca

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I live close to I-35. I am not in favor of any of the proposed builds. Any expansion of an interstate that is so
intricately placed in the middle of a City, such as I-35, needs to better consider the health and welfare of its
people and neighbors. This is the 21st century. We should be designing roads to better suit both communities
and automobiles. This proposed build falls short.

See response to comment #7.

Hi,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.

I am a Business Owner who works close to I-35. I am not in favor of the proposed Builds. They do not
adequately address quality of life for people who live and work near I-35.
I do not support any of the proposed builds. It does not take into account the people of the City of Austin or
smart growth for the 21st century.

See response to comment #6.

Get rid of I 35 in downtown Austin. It is toxic and racist. The proposed plans have nothing to offer the people
of Austin in the 21st century. Stop design roads like it’s the mid- 20th century.

See response to comment #685.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #614.
See response to comment #1427.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
We are the Capital City of the second largest state in the country.
We need to do better than what TxDOT proposes.
We need to not only keep our existing communities and neighborhoods, we need to improve them. We need
a better quality of life.
I live in Cherrywood. For me, I-35 is loud, destroys the quality of air that I breathe and is a strong division to
everything on the west side of I-35. And it is scary. I tell my mother-in-law not to drive on it.
We need to knit the city back together, join the east and the west.
Get rid of I-35, on the surface or altogether. Build back a local boulevard with several modes of transportation
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and trees.
I moved here a few years ago. I love Austin. It’s an amazing place. Let’s make it one of the best cities in the
world!

3827 Sarah Luck

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Please consider other alternatives that address the people and communities of Austin, not just the
automobiles: Reconnect Austin, Rethink 35.

See response to comment #33.

I am not in favor of any of the build Alternatives that are currently proposed by TxDOT. Let's bring our
thinking and road planning into the 21st century.

3828 Sarah McCarrick

9/13/2021 Email

Sarah
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3829 Sarah McCracken

9/21/2021 Email

3830 Sarah McIntyre

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Please reconsider the design in a way that does not further sever the connection of East and central Austin.
So many years have been spent attempting to create a plan that resolves the disconnect at a pedestrian level
while improving transit access. The recent designs appear to have completely ignored the existing context.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #1427
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
As a homeowner and mother of young children already living quite close to I-35, I am already concerned
about the impact pollution will have on the health of my family. Pollution is known to especially harm at risk
populations such as young children, the elderly and people with health conditions. Our family consists of all
three categories: young children, my husband with a lung disease and his ageing parents who plan to
someday move in with us. The idea of introducing more pollution, closer to my home is saddening. As we all
know, housing prices in Austin are skyrocketing and many families are priced out of the city. If our family had
to move due to the effects of pollution, it is unlikely our family will ever be able to buy another home in
Austin proper. We would be forced to leave the city and become contributors to the congestion and traffic of
people driving into the city.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. The last thing we need in Austin is a bigger footprint for 1-35.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3833 Sarah Nichols

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3835 Sarah Railey

9/21/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3837 Sarah Simpson

8/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Please! More pavement for more cars is NOT the answer. I already think I-35 is a scar through my city--please
don't make it worse.
Please incorporate the following feedback into the I-35 project moving forward:
- Instead of adding HOV lanes, convert existing lanes to HOV lanes.
- Utilize congestion pricing for use of I-35 during peak times to manage traffic.
- Eliminate any new flyovers as they are expensive, waste taxpayer dollars, and obscene.
- Reduce speed limits along entirety of I-35 through Austin to 55 mph to increase safety.
- Keep improving the concepts to prioritize the incorporation of pedestrian, bike, and transit access.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.
Current frontage road posted speeds within the project area
range between 40-50 mph. Posted speeds are determined
once construction is complete. For all proposed build
alternatives, TxDOT is lowering frontage road speeds to
35mph.
TxDOT routinely evaluates the design guidance, which includes
design speed, and must comply with federal and state
standards for highway design, including TxDOT’s Roadway
Design Manual, the AASHTO Policy on Geometric Design of
Highways and Streets and the Texas Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices.
Design speed is used explicitly for determining minimum
values for road design, such as horizontal curve radius and
sight distance based on the roadway function and
classification. Roadway geometric design features such as
cross-section elements, lane widths, shoulder width, etc., are
determined based on the road function and safety in relation
to the design speed.
The posted speed limit is normally set at the nearest value to
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the 85th percentile speed ending in 5 or 0 of the observed
speed of a group of vehicles traveling on a section of road. City
governments and TxDOT must conduct traffic and engineering
studies according to requirements outlined in TxDOT's
publication, Procedures for Establishing Speed Zones, when
setting a speed limit on the state highway system.

3838 Sarah Simpson

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

TXDot's reign of tyranny has gone on too long. So many wasteful projects continue to be put forth by this
organization and we have yet another one that is coming to roost in the state capital with the various central
Texas I-35 improvements. Today, I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent
proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

3840 Sarah Spofford

9/16/2021 Email

We have an opportunity to make Austin one of America's great cities, instead of one derided for traffic and illplanning. Please get creative rather than opting for the easy way out. TXDot made it clear that adding more
lanes wont actually decrease traffic, so we'll be tearing down local business, creating an eyesore, and
spending billions of dollars for a worse outcome.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
The proposed 20 lane expansion is a nightmare. It will mar the city, cause more vehicle accidents and
congestion, and will deter people from wanting to live here (or stay here).
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3841 Sarah Wimer
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
please do not widen I 35 through downtown Austin. I believe that this plan will be obsolete before it will be
completed. It will also mar the general quality of the downtown of a dense and fast-growing urban area, plus
the construction itself will be intensely disruptive. Traffic patterns, especially private car ownership, are in
intense flux. I've read that experts predict that fewer than 5% of the population will own private vehicles in
less than 30 years. I understand that highway planning is immensely complicated. I appreciate the
thoroughness of TxDOT's process. I also realize that no one has a crystal ball about future traffic demands.
However, I think immensely widening the highway through Austin is the least strategic possible solution.
Honestly, I believe doing nothing would be a better option. Thank you for your consideration.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3843 Sarthak Gupta

9/14/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

In a year when we've seen numerous disasters arising from climate change, it's unethical and unconscionable
that TxDOT is planning to widen I-35 yet again, despite multiple proposals showing other solutions to traffic-including Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. This is the wrong
direction to go in, and I ask you to listen to community voices and consider other plans.
I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

3845 Saundra Freeman

9/9/2021

Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020 the Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent promise
from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is ignoring that
promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful alternatives,
signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than 140 local
homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

TXDOT continues to inadequately consider a complete revision of the plans for I-35 through Central Austin
based on the proposed community alternatives. They have refused to meaningfully alter their plans or their
timeline after being asked to do so repeatedly by the citizens of this city.
The options provided by TXDOT will be destructive to this city for generations, further widening a freeway
through the heart of the city that will bring more pollution and traffic congestion.
This will be your legacy. This will outlast any of your other accomplishments in government. This will be a stain
on this city that will last a very long time and it will be your fault.

3847 Scot Salmon

3848 Scott Ashcraft

9/10/2021 Email
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My children, ages 3 and 7, are going to grow up in this city. If we continue to ruin our urban landscape by
designing to bring more cars and pollution into the heart of this city, I will not blame them when they and the
rest of their generation leave Austin behind for other cities that are building a more progressive and
sustainable future.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
Reviewing the fairly vague fact sheet about the I-35 central expansion https://my35capex.com/wpcontent/uploads/2020/10/CapEx-Central-Fact-Sheet-English.pdf I am very concerned that it will not help
resolve the serious issues my family has trying to move around this part of Austin. In particular, there is
essentially nowhere south of the new 51st street roundabout where it is safe to cross the highway by bike and
this desperately needs a clear solution in whatever comes next for I-35. I love the community-proposed
alternatives like Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch.
I am not in favor of expanding I-35 through downtown Austin. It will not alleviate the traffic problems once it
is completed, and will exacerbate the problem during construction. Taxpayer dollars should instead be
focused on alternative transportation modes such as mass transit.

See response to comment #1398.

See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #8.
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Ms Susan Fraser,

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #1427.

I-35 through Austin impacts almost every aspect of life, from health, safety, and mobility to equity and
economic prosperity. But for decades, despite these considerable impacts, especially on poorer communities,
the I-35 conversation has rarely moved beyond moving vehicles quickly through central Austin.
Rebuilding I-35 through Austin cannot be yet another highway widening project. Instead of easing congestion,
widening highways actually produces more driving and worsens congestion; increases pollution, crashes, and
suburban sprawl; and worsens emergency response times. We need a different approach to I-35.
Therefore, I ask that the following issues be fully considered in the environmental scoping process for the I-35
Capital Express Central Project.
Health impacts, especially for nearby poorer communities, must be considered through a Health Impact
Assessment. Health impacts should include air and water quality, flooding, climate change impacts, noise, and
vehicle-related deaths and injuries.
I-35's past, present, and potential future equity impacts must be studied and mitigated through an Equity
Assessment. Goals should include closing socioeconomic gaps between communities, building local wealth
through tools such as value capture from improvements, protecting cultural resources, stopping displacement
and creating affordable options to allow displaced residents to return, and building equitable transit-oriented
development along and near I-35.
Accessing personal daily needs and reducing Vehicle Miles Traveled, instead of vehicle speed goals, should be
included in the I-35 purpose and need statement. This will mean working with the City of Austin to allow
destinations closer to home through better zoning; reconnecting dead end streets and equally facilitating
east-west/north-south travel; mitigating traffic spillover onto nearby streets; potentially reducing the
highway's width to maximize equitable, socially, economically, and environmentally-beneficial land use; and
helping more people to work from home.
Through the I-35 conversation, TxDOT should help achieve the goals outlined in local plans, including the
Austin Strategic Mobility Plan, City of Austin Vision Zero goals, Austin Street Design Guide, Imagine Austin
Comprehensive Plan, City of Austin Great Streets Master Plan, Austin Strategic Housing Blueprint, the Austin
Climate Equity Plan and Austin climate goals as set forth in Austin City Council Resolution 20140410-024, and
adopted Austin neighborhood plans.
TXDOT should work closely with local partners to fully consider a broad range of design alternatives that
address the above issues. These alternatives should include the ULI’s I-35 recommendations
(http://bit.ly/ULI35), the eventual plan from the Downtown Austin Alliance's Our Future 35 conversation,
Reconnect Austin (https://reconnectaustin.com), and Rethink35 (https://rethink35.com).
Finally, I ask that ALL future comment periods for this project last for 90 days or more to allow people and
organizations sufficient time for well-considered public comments.
Thank you for considering my points. I look forward to receiving your response to my letter at the appropriate
time.
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To whom it may concern.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #30.

I am writing to state my vociferous opposition to the expansion of interstate 35 through Austin, TX. Consider
the following:
-the existing and underutilized capacity of SH130
-the consistently unrealized growth in traffic year over year
-the inappropriateness of facilities designed for 70mph traffic in an urban context,
-the existing and soon to be exacerbated issues crossing the facility from east to west (and spare me the “we’ll
make a dedicated pedestrian facility”
-the investment in transit that will be undermined
-the changing climate which at this point is beyond debate
This project is a thumb in the eye of every transportation planner and engineer. I know, I am one, and I can
feel the thumb.
Spare me your blather about autonomous or electric vehicles. This style of building transportation facilities is
and always has been totally inappropriate in cities. Smart cities tear down freeways, not expand them.
Redesignate SH130 as I35.
Or just leave the status quo. Spend your money on a real train between Dallas and San Antonio. Oil won’t last
forever. Think about your grandkids.

3851 Scott Burton

9/13/2021 Email

For god’s sake, don’t make things worse. Assholes.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

The Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) has made recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35
Capital Express Central project; these proposals fall short of what is possible for this massive and lasting
investment and I oppose them as they stand today.
Many are upset by the proposals violation of Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg
promise of "no wider and no higher”, but the bigger issue is that they are denying a full and robust study of
meaningful alternatives that would offer both high throughput and enhance the human livability of a
necessary and monstrous artery. We have suffered long enough from the mistakes of past I-35 capacity
expansions which unnecessarily inflicted damage, division, and loss of the quality of life in our community.
You know that statement is true, and you know it could have been better in the first place. Please make sure
the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3852 Scott Carter

3853 Scott Cianciosi

3854 Scott Cianciosi

9/14/2021 Virtual
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Public
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Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Having 3 frontage lanes in each direction is a huge waste of available land and will cost the taxpayers more in
acquisition of private land.

See response to comment #160.

Under no circumstances should we be expanding 35. It’s already an eyesore, and study after study shows that
expanding highways do not alleviate traffic. We need good public transportation options and a livable city.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I-35 is already a congested eyesore, cutting our city in half. Expanding it, when research has shown time and
time again that expansion only creates more traffic, is ridiculous. We want more liveable cities, better air
quality, and more public transportation... not more cars and more traffic.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3856 Scott Daigle

9/21/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT. I would add that I personally support the idea of adding some form of rail (light/heavy)
through the dividing center median – in order to continue to provide a reliable alternative to individual
vehicles.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
We need less highways, not more. I-35 will only continue to become more and more congested the more
lanes we add, and adding lanes doesn't address the real issue of Austin's transportation needs due to its
continued exponential growth. Roadways require cars or other vehicles so they're inherently most accessible
to better-off citizens, and they are the least efficient in both energy and space usage. Rather than taking more
land in central Austin for this dangerous and inefficient mode of transport, we should be focusing on
alternative modes of travel such as trains, bikeways and walkways.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Bury I35. Just do it. The cost of living improvement is worth the cost and has positive impact in the long term.
Let's be strategic and solve for bigger issues rather than be tactical and addressing smaller more immediate
problems. Please do the hard work.

See response to comment #7.

Sorry, I really wanted to provide constructive feedback. You lost me at the beginning with the word DIG. I'm
not interested from the beginning, and I didn't find (and haven't heard) a convincing explanation for digging.
Tunneling? I thought someone had lost their mind. What happened to the idea of flying vehicles and
driverless cars? In spite of my negative attitude from the start, I tried to proceed. Sorry again. I found every
page uninteresting, a waste of time and very disappointing. I'm really disappointed in the entire process (as I
suppose most people are). Who is taking the time to really understand the true alternatives? No one? The
details alone are overwhelming. And that's my positive comment. I did like the schematics. But where to
start? Nowhere. I'm thinking I'd rather sit in traffic than sit through this presentation from start to finish. I'll
have to vote NO BUILD, if anyone cares to give me a vote. Replace, enlarge, and lengthen the overpass as far
as the funds will take it.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #316.
See response to comment #2370.
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3861 Scott Flatness
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See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #15.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #1427

I live in north central Austin and my children attend elementary school just a couple of blocks from I-35.
Additionally I frequently cross I-35 at St Johns Street for a variety of purposes. My experience with I-35 is
largely that it is an impediment that prioritizes traffic flowing through the city over traffic within the city, thus
cutting off parts of the city from each other and creating an environment that is unsafe and unhealthy for
residents of the city. Further widening I-35 will only make this problem worse, increasing traffic through the
heart of the city.

3863 Scott Hart

8/31/2021 General
Website
Comment
Form

3864 Scott Harvey

9/13/2021 Email

When considering future plans for I-35 I hope that you will be involved in ensuring that plans for the I-35
corridor make our city better, providing opportunities to connect neighborhoods and safe ways for Austinites
to get around, rather than simply pushing more traffic through the city in a way that makes Austin a worse
place to live.
The proposed highway plan for Downtown Austin should not expand out. Taking tax base and prime real
estate from the city is not the way to go. This plan will make pollution and traffic worse. I agree something
needs to be done but this is NOT the way to go. A better solution would be to dig down, build a boulevard, or
just in general keep/shrink the current footprint.
Walking in downtown near 35 is already bad and this will make it even worse. The design should be improved
and more investment needs to be placed in transit
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3865 Scott Haywood

9/24/2021 Email
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option.

See response to comment #7.
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Good morning, I’m grateful for the opportunity to provide feedback about the planned changes to expand I35 through downtown Austin.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.

One issue I don’t see TxDOT mentioning or dealing with is, why do we think adding lanes to I-35 will do
anything other than bring more cars through downtown Austin? Since this was failure in Houston with
widening of I-10, why won’t we face the same exact situation?
My wish for this project is to not expand the highway and make a bad problem worse. I-35 splits the city apart
in obviously negative ways, it’s already incredible difficult to cross the highway on foot or bike as it is and this
would compound this issue.
Further, I saw a note that TxDOT is optimizing for autonomous cars to prepare for a future where they MIGHT
exits. In a state that is already enduring and suffering suffering from the effects of climate change, it’s
depressing and mystifying how your organization hasn’t considered how expanding I-35 and bringing more
people through downtown Austin would make the crisis even worse.

3867 Scott Lelievre
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Please make changes to your I-35 plans, an expansion is the worst outcome.
Expanding highways is a dead end. The future of transportation is NOT cars. Instead of TXDOT rethinking the
way we get around it's more of the same that doesn't help anyone. If the purpose of TXDOT is to improve
transportation then why not be a future thinking entity instead of one stuck in the past?

Comment noted.

Please route traffic around downtown Austin and save it from this monster highway. Learn from other cities
experiences, such as Dallas, and create a livable city instead of a city for cars traveling at speed.

See response to comment #19.

I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion
of I-35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

Completing I-35 is essential to facilitating transportation and mobility in our region. The city and region are
continuing to grow at a rapid rate, and expanding I-35 to allow for better travel options around and through
Central Texas is necessary for our continued prosperity.

This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.
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Dear TxDOT team,

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #1996.

As a resident of the Cherrywood neighborhood, I am writing to voice my support for the conclusions from the
Cherrywood Neighborhood Association (CNA)’s letter sent yesterday, September 23. It captures many of the
things our neighborhood would like to see changed in the future design process, but I don't think it quite
captures the surprise and dismay I've seen on the faces of neighbors who've just learned that TxDOT has
decided, of all the places in the entire I-35 project corridor, that Cherrywood will be singled out for the most
displacement, the loss of all our small businesses, and a frontage road closer to people's back yards than they
had any reason to expect.
Others have written to you regarding the larger issues beyond our little neighborhood: the treadmill of
induced demand, the climate implications of enabling more and suburban and exurban sprawl in Central
Texas, and the legacy of segregation and racism that allowed I-35 to be built in the first place. I agree with
and support their work, and I encourage you to embrace their arguments as you move forward, but I won’t
repeat those arguments here. In general I think TxDOT has generally done a good job at listening and
adapting the plans, especially in the area from 5th to 12th street that has gotten so much attention from the
folks downtown. My focus is on the little neighborhood that my friends and I call home, and where the
highway design first goes off the rails as it heads north.
When the Build Alternative schematics were release this summer, the detail that first got my attention was
the cross section labeled F-F, in between Manor Rd. and Dean Keeton St. In this small section of the project,
about a thousand feet long, everything has to fit in the same narrow corridor that I-35 fits in today — the
highway must fit between cemetery (an Immovable Object) and the university (another Immovable Object).
And when push comes to shove, miraculously, the highway fits! No additional width is needed at the expense
of the neighbors, no temporary construction roads have to be placed outside the right-of-way, and in fact the
proposed roadway looks remarkably like a straightforward urban arterial that happens to sit above a major
interstate highway.
On the other hand, the moment we proceed north from this constrained segment, the miracle is no more—
the highway balloons outwards to the east, taking away many of the walkable neighborhood destinations that
we rely on, replacing them with two or three frontage lanes and a cliff. (It is not lost on us that all of the
proposed displacement occurs on the northbound side, where only small businesses, day care facilities, and
homeowners stand in the way — apparently luxury apartments and new-build office buildings are also
Immovable Objects.) I do appreciate the details that the TxDOT team has already applied to our section:
generous “stitch” crossings at 32nd and 38½, and the hope of gentler 35 mph travel speeds along the frontage
roads. But as designed, the highway remains a giant barrier between our homes and the city to the west. You
still can't cross the highway at Edgewood or Wilshire or Concordia, and now there's even less to walk or bike
to. We've given away all of our local business and got nothing of value to replace them. It's a shame.
Is all of this land acquisition really necessary? Is the destruction of our neighborhood fabric so essential that
the regionwide project that nobody can come up with a better way? Why can’t the project give the same
respect to a neighborhood of hundreds of families that it gives to a cemetery and a university athletic facility?
As far as I can tell from the released design schematics, the only major difference between these two sections
is the existence of the managed-lane ramps at 32nd St (and north of Wilshire Blvd). Each ramp takes up some
width on its own for a block or two, but for the entire segment length it adds on a merge/exit lane, an exit
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gore, retaining walls and barriers, plus an additional frontage lane to handle the oncoming or exiting cars.
Without this additional burden, the total lane count would be identical to the Manor-Dean Keeton section, so
the exact same cross section could be used. We could have a true buried highway with a friendly city street
on top.
It’s striking that all of the proposed alternatives were different permutations of the same 20 lanes — all of
them set out to do the same thing, whether or not it was the right thing for the community, and in the end
the options are indistinguishable from each other: a highway fit for the expanses of rural Texas, squeezed
slightly, tinkered with a little bit, then dropped right into the back yards of a dense residential neighborhood
that predates the whole Interstate system.
I believe that a new “Alternative 4” is needed before the process moves forward with only Alternatives 2 and
3, which are largely identical in the areas of greatest impact. The goal of this Alternative 4 should be to fit
largely within the existing right-of-way, leaving the adjacent properties available for productive use after
project construction has completed. Whether this means fewer travel lanes, reduced on- and off-ramp
frequency, lower frontage lane capacity, or creative surface-cap designs to stack the frontage road lanes, let’s
find out what those options are and compare them to the incumbent alternatives in the next stages of the
process.
This new Alternative 4 should largely keep the highway buried underneath and the frontage road on top —
for example as a two-way boulevard style on a capped surface, similar to section F-F but with wider spacing
between the two directions for a comfortable median and neighborhood amenities, similar to the ULI’s
proposals for the downtown boulevard sections. Such a design demonstrates an additional benefit of placing
the frontage roads above the main lanes on a surface cap: carefully engineered permeable surfaces can both
serve as a local amenity and provide additional design robustness during extreme weather events. A smooth
concrete canyon has no place in the center of Austin, a city with a long history of flash flooding, with extreme
weather on the rise due to climate change.
In general, the ULI’s report provides an excellent blueprint for what a neighborhood-scale frontage boulevard
through Cherrywood could look like, even though its focus is largely on the blocks closer to downtown.
Simplifying the geometry of the frontage roads to a simple, two-way arterial with much more limited access
to the lanes underneath may not match TxDOT’s expectations for a highway project, but it’s what our
neighborhood needs — and it can be achieved if the state, city, and neighborhood leaders are willing to come
together and listen to each other’s concerns.
I look forward to future opportunities to stay involved in the design process, to learn about the practical
engineering constraints that have led to the designs we face today, and that have led the TxDOT team to
effectively rule out most of the community-proposed alternatives early in the process. Wherever there are
opportunities to salvage these good ideas and re-insert them into the final design in ways consistent with the
major goals of the TxDOT project, we should do so. I (and many folks I’ve talked to in our neighborhood) want
to stay involved, provide feedback, and ask question beyond this initial comment period. Support for this
project within our community will depend on whether we see transparency, active listening, and respect for
the community as we enter the next stage of the project. Every decision TxDOT engineers make, no matter
how minor, will affect those of use who live next door to I-35 — for this upcoming decade of construction and
all the decades beyond.
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Thanks,
Scott Morrison
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Please don't turn Austin into another Dallas or Houston, The stretch of I-35 through downtown Austin needs
to be buried and covered with parkland or surface streets in order to bridge the gap between East Austin and
the rest of the city.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3872 Scott Stites

9/9/2021
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Making such changes will take resolve and vision and I strongly encourage you and TxDOT’s leadership to
make the decision to move forward with either Plan 2 or 3.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please re-consider the current top plans being discussed for the renovation of I35. We emphatically do not
need to expand above ground in ways that continue to keep east and west Austin divided and that take away
scores of existing businesses and homes. Listen to the community; listen to those who live here. Expanding in
the manners being discussed will not only be a huge eye sore in one of the most beautiful cities in the
country, but it will also exacerbate a racist historical divide that the I35 renovation has a golden opportunity
to address.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.

The various I35 ideas that push the entire freeway underground and that re-connect east and west Austin,
including beautiful parkland and open spaces where the current I35 now stands, should be the top priorities.
This type of work has been done in other cities, and it can be done here. It is worth the expense to do this
work correctly.

We need to have vision for a better future that brings the city together - not a short term plan that adds
unattractive highway lanes and a colossal concrete freeway structure - additional lanes that will fill up as
quickly as you add them. That is all that happens. The top plans currently in play will cost a fortune, make the
city uglier, and not address the mobility issues in and around Austin in a meaningful way. We need to think
bigger, bolder, more strategically, more long-term, more unifying, and, most importantly, listen to the people
who live in Austin.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1520

No.

Commenter Name

3875 Scott White

Entry
Source
Date
9/14/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

While I do not live in Austin (any more) I have been shocked to see Texas Department of Transportation’s
(TxDOT) plan for widening the freeway even more, and what that will mean for the community. Our state
capital should be the shining beacon for Texas exceptionalism - but today it's known more for that car sewer
that divides the city, and puts the lives of so many at risk as they try to travel between east and central Austin.
As such, I write to oppose TxDOT's recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg promised on February 27 2020, what so many other
state leaders have promised, “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Yet here we are with
TxDOT pushing the same sort of obscene freeway widening project they keep pushing all across the state,
ignoring that promise and community pleas for something better, as proposed by three different local visions.
What is the point of denying a full and robust study of meaningful alternatives, other than to signal that
TxDOT doesn't have to really have to listen to the public, as they plan to run roughshod over the adjoining
neighborhoods (as they did back when I-35 was originally built!) all to unnecessarily widen I-35's footprint,
take 32 acres from the people, and destroy more than 140 local homes and businesses. The people don't want
the scar opened wider, they want their community healed!
TxDOT has a legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to seriously consider
meaningful alternatives for every project like I-35 all across the state. Houston had developed an alternate
proposal for I-45, El Paso County asked for more of TxDOT's own proposals for I-10 to be seriously considered,
and the Austin community has put forth THREE of their own visions: Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the
Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. As with everywhere else, TxDOT’s two "alternatives" are just variations
on a theme - to widen the freeway. Real, meaningful public engagement requires the public's voices be heard,
and they have spoken with these visions. TxDOT needs to seriously study ALL the proposals that come before
them.
But perhaps even more to the point, TxDOT needs to fundamentally rethink how they can meet our
transportation needs as all these freeway widening projects across the state, as well as in Austin begin with
the fundamental assumption that the only way to get there, is in a car. We need to make it easy for people to
be able to walk, bike, and take transit so we don't have to dive so much, and mitigate congestion via mode
shift rather than always adding more and more capacity. This means TxDOT needs to also do real impact
studies, that also factor in transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial
injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with
local community plans, goals, and values.
Austin is asking you to hold true to the promise, "no wider and no higher." No matter where we live, we want
transportation options that work for the community, not a one size fit all approach that ignores the needs of
cities like Austin, or Dallas, or Houston, or El Paso, or...
Bigger, when it comes to freeways, is NEVER better.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Don't widen i35 please. It will further divide and hurt the community.

As someone who works in downtown Austin, I am very dismayed that only Alternatives 2 and 3 are being
considered. These alternatives would make the walking and biking experience around I-35 downright
intolerable. In fact, it seems these factors were not considered at all (looking at the Alternatives Powerpoint
presentation). I-35 has a broader impact than just its actual users - it slices through the edge of downtown!!
The highway should be a "good urban citizen" given that.
I do not want 35 expanded, I believe it will just widen a scar across the city. Other options might be more
expensive but I think there are many times where doing the cheapest thing has back fired. This plan seems
lazy and studies show that wider highway don’t fix traffic but make it worst, which is worst for our city and
planet because of pollution. Please change the plans to something the people of austin actually want or leave
us alone. Thank you for reading this.
Please reconsider the current plans to widen 35 through Austin. I get it, it backs up. It has done so ever since I
was able to drive back in 2006. I go to many UT football games and sometimes basketball and baseball.
However, a lot of the traffic is still just trying to get through/around Austin and not actually downtown. I
believe burying the highway and putting a park on top to connect the community not only helps with traffic
flow, but improves quality of life for all. The amount of business created by capping the highway and adding
parks and businesses alongside it will eventually pay off the high initial cost of construction.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #247.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
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See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #271.
See response to comment #1996.

TxDOT's current proposals (Alternatives 1 and 2) for redesigning I-35 are outdated and would be incredibly
damaging to the cultural and economic future of one of the most vibrant and thriving city centers in the
country. Widening the highway to the extent proposed, even with depressed lanes, continues to harmfully
divide the western and eastern portions of downtown Austin, does not benefit the residents and businesses
directly impacted by the physical presence of the highway, and fails to seize a once in a generation
opportunity to reimagine a modern urban thoroughfare.
Specifically, the redesign of I-35 through the segment adjacent to the Cherrywood neighborhood should not
be widened more than the existing right of way. This would obliterate our commercial frontage, including
some historic and beloved businesses, and preclude any new development that could benefit the
neighborhood, development that has been stalled by the current state of the highway. What's more, widening
the highway all the way into and abutting residential lots would irrevocably and negatively alter the character
of the neighborhood and bring the road right into our backyards.
Instead, I urge the City to work with TxDOT to identify more creative solutions on this stretch of highway,
similar to the section labeled "F" on Alternative 2 (and in other downtown sections). This section maintains
the current right of way between the cemetery and UT Austin athletic facilities. It places both north and south
frontage road lanes next to each other along the east side of the highway, creating a boulevard effect. And it
leaves a smaller footprint to the west above the depressed major highway that could in the future be capped
or include more stitches to better connect east and west. This concept should be considered by TxDOT for the
Cherrywood stretch to the north.
I am confident Cherrywood residents would prefer this approach and would sacrifice existing entrance and
exit capabilities to have it. TxDOT personnel, however, have stated to me that their hands are tied because it
would impact City of Austin streets that they have no control over. At the same time, they concede that the
City is working with TxDOT to design this functionality both downtown and at the railroad crossing by Hancock
shopping center. Accordingly, I STRONGLY encourage the City to also engage with TxDOT on creative solutions
like these for the Cherrywood stretch. I understand there are complications related to the hospital and other
existing infrastructure on the western side, but surely solutions can be developed.
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I would like to *strongly* suggest reconsidering the approach to the Capital Express reconstruction. This is a
once-in-a-lifetime project, so it's worth getting right. The current plan is very short-sighted and would likely
need to be redesigned soon after opening. I'll outline the most important drawbacks to the current plan, and
below I'll outline what should be considered instead.

See response to comment #6.

Problems with current plan:
1. Too many lanes, exits, on/off ramps
2. Too wide of a footprint that requires purchasing and displacing private property
3. Not respective of surrounding neighborhoods

3883 Sean Henry
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Solutions:
1. Reduce the number of travel lanes. The traffic on I-35 through Austin today is not caused by "not enough
lanes", but because there's too many exits, merges, and other configurations that encourage drivers to
change lanes, weave across lanes, or brake to make way for merging drivers. Ideally, this expansion should
look more like MoPac (two express lanes with shoulders, and 2 local travel lanes) - maybe expand to 4 express
lanes in some places. This will help reduce the footprint of the roadways.
2. Reduce the number of exits, on-ramps, off-ramps, and flyovers. The mainlanes of the highway should
prioritize drivers moving in and out of Austin, NOT local drivers. The number of exits should be kept to a
minimum through Downtown, as this will prevent cars from changing lanes, weaving, or slamming on their
brakes. THis will keep traffic moving in single file lines through Austin's city core. The frontage roads can be
designed to handle local traffic, BUT, still reduce the number of exits. This will push local traffic to other
roadways around Austin instead of clogging up a busy interstate highway/trade route.
3. Cap the mainlanes and place frontage roads above the main lanes. Extend the existing plan (where this
arrangement is to be built from Dean Keeton to 32nd) further north to 38th Street, and also replicate this
arrangement from MLK Blvd. to Cesar Chavez downtown. There may need to be some gaps in the tunnel for
entrances/exits for emergency vehicles, but the bulk of these sections should be underground. In areas where
the frontage road isn't covering the highway, room could be built for parks and other neighborhood
amenities. This will make the ground-level frontage roads safer for pedestrians/bikes, as well as better
connect long-divided neighborhoods.
3. Redesign Airport Blvd. interchange. Ideally, instead of a SPUI, this should be two roundabouts. This would
take up a smaller footprint, remove the need for a traffic signal, and increase the amount of public space and
make it safer for pedestrians.
4.That "spaghetti junction" style interchange south of Dean Keeton is a nightmare. This not only takes up a
massive footprint, but it would be very confusing for drivers and be a construction nightmare. This could be a
good place for a simpler on ramp/off ramp configuration for drivers to get on and off the highway before
reaching/after leaving downtown. If drivers on I-35 need to get downtown, they should only get to exit after
the Colorado River bridge, or near Dean Keeton St.
5. Keep it simple! There's no need for any crazy interchanges along this route. The highway lanes should
prioritize moving cars between the river and north of downtown as smoothly and simply as possible. The
frontage roads (ideally, above the mainline highway in places) should prioritize local traffic and should interact
with the mainline highway as little as possible. This section of highway should be nothing more than a simple
grid.
20 lanes through downtown Austin is INSANE.
See response to comment #6.
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We don’t need more highway lanes. We need more means of efficient transportation like mass-transit and
high speed rail. Everyone knows adding more lanes just increases traffic and you are already 30 years behind
schedule. Please do something innovative and outside of the box instead of the usual.

See response to comment #8.

I support the no-build option for the I-35 capital express project. The root cause for the mobility, safety, and
environmental problems with the segment of I-35 that passes through downtown is that it is a interstate
highway that passes directly through a dense downtown area. The conflict between long-distance traffic
passing through the region, and local traffic entering and exiting the highway downtown is the problem.
Widening the stretch of I-35 that passes through downtown Austin will only exacerbate this problem.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
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I-35 is already wide enough. Any lanes added to I-35 will immediately be occupied with local car traffic. We
need to look at alternative routes and modes of transportation (including public transit) for local traffic. We
need to look at alternative ideas that divert regional, interstate, and international traffic away from
downtown Austin.

The proposed build alternatives 2 and 3 are taking two big steps backwards by widening the highway and one
small step forward with its meager mitigation strategies (removing the upper decks, lowering the road below
grade, adding a couple of East-West connections). The net result of the current plan is still worse than taking
no action.

If this project goes forward as proposed, it will serve as another excellent case study of induced demand.
When future transportation engineers are forced to tear down these unsustainable 20 lane highways, they
will wonder why we kept digging ourselves into this hole.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3887 Sean Pollard
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please DON’T expand I-35! Studies show that increasing road size does NOT reduce traffic but only increases
the number of cars on the road. We don’t need more pollution and more traffic! Also, this will impact Austin’s
East Side, displacing residents and businesses of color. Austin does NOT support this project - put I-35
underground and build park space in its place!

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #160.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.
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I am writing this message in opposition to TxDOT's recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express
Central project.
For decades this transportation feature has helped to divide and segrate the City both physically, but also
materially, financially and socially On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce
Bugg reiterated a consistent promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no
higher.” Instead, TxDOT is ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and
robust study of meaningful alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of
land and destroying more than 140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through
Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
3890 Sean Smith
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3892 Selah Hobbie

8/31/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
We need to improve our highways, without further dividing our cities. We need an alternative that makes our
city more walkable and interconnected. Improving mobility is important, but our cities are for our people. This
is our chance to improve how I-35 has always disconnected east Austin from downtown, instead this plan
would make it worse and disposes more of housing in a city facing housing shortages.

See response to comment #247
See response to comment #1427
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3896 Seth Adams

9/9/2021

3897 Seth Johnson
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Comment
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Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Please do NOT widen I35 through Central Austin. I would prefer adding capacity by boring tunnels beneath
I35. Go talk to Elon Musk's TBM company, The Boring Company, which is headquartered locally.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #15.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3899 Seth Miller
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3901 Shae Wilson
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The widening of I-35 would be the worst infrastructure change in Austin since it was first built. Every highway
in the US works the exact same. Building more lanes only increases the dependence on the highway leading to
the same amount of traffic, if not more, as before. This is exactly what happened to Houston and everyone in
Texas agrees that Houston has the worst traffic and the absolute worst road system in our state, perhaps even
the entirety of the US. Do not expand I-35. The terrible impact it will have on the future of our city is
Immeasurable. Noise pollution, air pollution, increased traffic, increased repair costs, and the list goes on and
on. Transportation for America did a study on over the largest 100 urban areas in the US over the course of
1993-2017. Over 30,000 new lanes of highway were built in these areas and on average traffic increased by
nearly 50%. This historically doesn’t work to relieve traffic. Again, do not expand I-35. What is in it for TxDot?
Are you trying to avoid budget cuts and need to spend all of your money? Do you have nothing better to do
with the money you have? Why ruin an entire cities infrastructure because you want to build a highway that
historically doesn’t work? Do you not want to listen to the city planners that know this is not going to work?
I would prefer a tunnel from Pflugerville to south of slaughter Ln. Not necessarily under IH 35. Environment
permitting a strait line less expensive and shorter distance. With a tunnel TXDOT can add at four managed
lanes twice the capacity. With minimum surface disturbance.

What happened to the idea of Lowering the bridge at Downtown and Making a covered Park Crossing? Would
really like to implement this with this improvement as well.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #614.

See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #13.
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Overall I am super excited for any and all improvements to the I-35 Highway. My main concern is keeping it as
weird as the city and pushing the envelope with innovation and design. Such as the visuals with the I-35
Downtown being a covered park-style overpass.

See response to comment #7.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3904 Shamus Mulderig

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.
We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.”
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3906 Shane Attaway

9/9/2021

3907 Shane Maloney

9/9/2021

3908 Shane Smith
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Virtual
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Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.
TXDOT has failed the City of Austin by not listening to the community and what the community engagement
has proposed. Neither of the 20 lane options that TXDOT is proposing is a good or beneficial plan for Austin.
They need to formally look at and respond to (or adopt) the community proposal to CAP I-35 and reconnect
the downtown grid. Thank you.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #7.

I have traveled all over the country with my family in the last few years with some trips over 5,000 miles. On
those trips, the largest congestion that I see is on the I-35 corridor. Both in the Waco area and Austin. Waco
is currently taking the right approach, and I’m hopeful and thankful that Austin is too. Thank you for
recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State
of Texas. Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure
into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great
State. We are only as strong as our weakest length, and we shouldn’t allow I-35 to be that weak link.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
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Thank you for your consideration of this request.

3909 Shaney Clemmons

3910 Shannon Costello
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9/24/2021 Email

As a professional landscape architect and neighbor to I-35 (both my business and my home are less than 1
mile east), I strongly object to TXDOT's proposed 20 lane increase. The proposed solution is in direct conflict
with the public transit improvements that are being designed, and it completely ignores the community
alternatives.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3912 Shannon La Fevers

3913 Shannon Morris
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
no! building the highway's out time and time again is NOT the answer. The road is big and ugly enough, we
need better public transit instead. Don't waste any more money on expanding the highway and use it for
something that is actually beneficial for the future, like a train or subway system.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3914 Shannon Nagy

9/23/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Thank you,
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3916 Shannon Ratcliff

9/23/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Having witnessed what Dallas managed to do with their downtown "mixmaster", creating a lovely community
asset that all can enjoy and improving the flow of traffic and appeal at the same time, I know Austin of all
places can meet or match this larger visioning!
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Thank you,

3917 Shannon Sullivan

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.

Let’s reconnect East and West Austin by reimagining I-35. To widen the interstate, will just worsen the divide.
And I’m absolutely opposed to demolishing homes and businesses to facilitate this. We need more mass
transit (trains) not more vehicles on the road. We need more space that will encourage people to walk and
bike. We don’t need more air pollution from more vehicles.

3918 Shannon Weigum

3919 Sharon Bramblett

3920 Sharon Lynch
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Take a look at www.reconnectaustin.com
Why not just extend the upper deck the full stretch between 290 E/W with no exits as an express route
through downtown? Seems like that would get a lot of truck and pass through traffic out of the congestion
without quite so much disruption as a full re-design.

Please see response to comment #316.

Under no circumstances should TxDot's expansion of IH35 be allowed. Move thru traffic to SH130. Toll what's
left of IH35.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

The plans that TxDOT have proposed repeat the mistakes of the past and exacerbate the problems that those
mistakes created. We are at a point where the future must and will look radically different than the present
and patterns of moving people and products will change. The future is not in wide scars of highways through
the heart of the city with all its collateral damage--other cities have employed effective alternatives and

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #273.
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Austin can too. It seems that TxDOT has only a hammer for a tool so it sees only nails. This is an opportunity
to make positive change; they current plans doom us to more traffic, more pollution and more division; IOW,
more of the same.
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I am concerned about space and noise of the new design. Depression of the lanes will still cause a huge
amount of air pollution and noise. None of the designs in the area from Airport BLVD to MLK appear to do
anything to protect the neighborhoods near the highway. Also, I see almost nothing around trees, sidewalks,
or mobility of the 82% once they leave the proposed highway.

See response to comment #614.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

9/1/2021

Response

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

3923 Shaun Cranston

9/14/2021 Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
To TxDOT I-35 Capital Express Central Team,

See response to comment #7.

I am writing to express my continued support for the redevelopment of I-35 through Central Texas and in
particular the CapEx project in Central Travis County. This international corridor plays an integral role in our
nation, state and region, in addition to local trips served. It must be redeveloped to improve efficiency and
increase capacity in a manner that reflects our community values, integrates with the street network and
transit system and enhances safety for all modes.

3924 Shavon Cashion

9/17/2021 Email
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Over the past decade, the nuances of the proposed project have evolved significantly due to TxDOT’s
willingness to listen to the needs and desires of this community. The commitment to lower the highway
through downtown and remove the decks north of the university were much needed, and are much
appreciated, commitments. As you hone in on a final design, I encourage you to continue to give thorough
consideration to requests for alternate engineering and design features that will make this project a model for
the nation, a generational investment for which all Texans can be proud and a local asset, especially for those
who live with its impact daily.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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Adding more highway capacity to I-35 is a sure fire way to increase traffic downtown. The concept of having a
major highway cleaving two sections of an entertainment district is a sure fire way to increase pedestrian
deaths.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #273.

This is an opportunity for our city to plan for our future. If we reflexively adopt counterproductive solutions in
the name of “increasing capacity” then this city will have a bleak future.

There are existing plans to turn 35 into a boulevard and encourage through traffic to flow around the city. This
should be the basic idea of any proposal to increase highway capacity in the Austin area: Not through
downtown, around it.

3926 Shawn Fernando

9/22/2021 Email

You cannot increase the capacity if the downtown street grid. Why on earth would you even consider a plan
that will dramatically increase the flow of cars directly onto that grid?
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3927 Shawn Freeman

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I do NOT support expanding I-35...this won't solve the congestion issues (frankly it will make them worse) and
doesn't support our need to better connect our communities and transition us to public transportation
options.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #8.
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Please please please do not continue expanding/adding lanes to I-35. it has continually been proven not to
work or decrease congestion, and only continues the awful problem of urban sprawl. Consider ANYTHING
else. How about you chip in some of that earmarked transportation money to improving mass transit?

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #8.

The current expansion plan is extremely boneheaded and contributes to the ongoing pushing out of brown
people in Austin. Do not add extra lanes. It will only make the traffic expand. I-35 is already extremely
dangerous and chaotic. Do not put this much time and money into making it worse. Please rethink this and try
harder!!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #685.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please do not wooden I35. I would prefer reconnecting east and west Austin with surface streets and putting
I35 underneath

See response to comment #15.

Or, some other option that does not involve wider, higher, more lanes, craziness
To the Department Engineers and Planners,
This letter is a plea to save the heart of Austin from a lifetime resident who remembers East Avenue.
Please, no more lanes of I35 in downtown. Most towns or interstate highways have a loop around and a
business route. Highway 130 might serve as the main path of the Interstate if connections are modified.
Explore every possibility before you put more lanes in central Austin.
Thank you for your consideration.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

I'm all for upgrading I-35, I drive for work all over the state of Texas, and Austin is by far the most crowded,
Houston and San Antonio seem to have lanes for exit only where Austin does not, for example I think I'm
driving straight, all of a sudden with very little notice, I'm in an exit only lane, and drivers WILL NOT let you
over! these lanes are ALL OVER AUSTIN!! I DO NOT WANT TO PAY FOR A TOLL ROAD..I also love the roads
that have the letters on paint on the roads. I hope you understand that I-35 is so crowded because people
don't want to pay for the tolls. so I30 is almost never busy. IF we didnt have toll roads, the traffic would even
out......

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
As an Austin resident for the last 4 years, getting around for me has been extremely difficult. The highways
are always packed with traffic due to little access to public transit, and the air pollution from I-35 traffic
continues to worsen Austin air while going against Austin's sustainability initiatives.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3936 Simone Salloum

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
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I live in Cherrywood and the expansion of I-35 will negatively impact my neighborhood by closing down the
local businesses along I-35, including my child's daycare (Escuelita del Alma), increase noise and pollution, and
will not solve congestion. While other alternatives may be more costly, such as tunneling the highway, I
believe that they will ultimately be better for the city and promote integration of the west and east sides of
town.
Please do not expand I-35. Do not encourage more cars and more driving. It's insane. Come on.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

See response to comment #6.

1543

No.

Commenter Name

3938 Sinan Dogramaci

3939 Sinclair Black

Entry
Source
Date
8/23/2021 Email

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
“Community Created Alternative”
TxDOT is unable to listen to or respond to any suggestion regarding a better corridor. They have their
philosophy from the 50s and their playbook of tricks from the 60s and 70s. Cities around the country have
suffered untold negative consequences from the DOT but their extension in Texas i.e., TxDOT is
constitutionally unable to see the world as a happy, joyful, prosperous place for example like 2nd street in
Austin. For TxDOT, its cars and trucks and wider freeways…end of concern, period.
TxDOT fully intends to re-build their previous mistakes only wider based on bogus assumptions about the
future. Tax money paying for their construction projects is all they care about.
Unless and until the community steps up and speaks with one voice through a consensus “Community
Created Alternative” TxDOT will simply plow ahead. Such a “Community Created Alternative” can only be
achieved by doing the following.
1. Pick up where the DAA stopped in the process of creating a truly representative urban design plan that
considers the hundreds of issues that constitute a successful city.
2. That plan could then be represented in writing by one letter to the world signed by all leaders in the city
- our senator
- our community commissioners
-our mayor
- our city council members
-our city manager - our head of ATD

See response to comment #16.

See response to comment #33.

If at that point TxDOT ignores the “Community Created Alternative”, the leaders could ask the DOT in
Washington to stop the planning of yet another disaster and support an entirely different process, one that
represents the city’s best interest and serves as a prototype for all other cities that are plagued by scaleless
and dangerous highways.
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Racist Policies of TxDOT

See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #1540.

As we see virtually every day in the news, conversations regarding racism are rampant. It is everywhere even
in good ol’ Austin Texas. Look behind the veil of TxDOT’s plans for widening I-35 through the city.
- There isn’t even lip service to the problems of air pollution in the highway corridor. The corridor of maximum
air pollution is defined by I-35, which directly impacts minority communities including Sanchez Elementary
School, 97.2% minority students and less than 2 blocks to the east. And then there is the Medical School, the
Hospital District and UT itself.
- The Downtown Alliance created a special working group comprised primarily of minority community leaders
in order to ensure adequate representation as I-35 is reformed and rebuilt. That group has complained on 3
separate occasions in writing that TxDOT is ignoring them.

3941 Sinclair Black
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- Early plans coming from TxDOT include taking land from Mt. Calvary Cemetery which has historically been
where people of color have been buried.
A City is a Very Complex Organism

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.

DOT i.e., TxDOT is a limited purpose monoculture dedicated to the construction of roads, MORE roads, and
WIDER roads. This culture is oblivious to concerns of climate, economy, equity, and the quality of life in the
communities where they build the highways. Their obsession with building requires them to ignore all
concerns of communities.
Federal DOT rules and the purpose of EIS (environmental impact statements) explicitly spell out the goal of
listening to the community to be impacted. TxDOT systematically violates the intent of those rules and never
accepts the will of the community. TxDOT sets up public meeting after public meeting with predetermined
plans and no intention at all to listen to anyone from the community. It’s no wonder that they have endless
ways to ignore the input they get from any given community, since it is usually negative regarding their very
bad ideas.

3942 Sinclair Black
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When TxDOT gets angry they threaten to take your appropriated dollars and spend them where the public is
less organized and informed. Please remember that they are playing the game with YOUR TAX MONEY.
Taxpayers Deserve Better

See response to comment #6.

Our extensive systems of roads need to be repaired and made safer, not extended to promote more sprawl,
or widened to make them more destructive of cities and dangerous to people. One just needs to ask, what is
accomplished by more roads made wider and more dangerous.
One must also ask, if TxDOT was responsible for the current disaster ie. I-35 what makes us think they can do
anything other than make it wider and more dangerous at the end of another expensive day. Taxpayers
deserve better.
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“NO HIGHER, NO WIDER”
No more flying lanes, use EXISTING RIGHT OF WAY
TxDOT Proposal “The Opportunity Lost”
• Takes 32 acres of the taxable properties, 142 parcels by eminent domain:
• Cost of Land i.e., 142 parcels and countless buildings off the tax roles:
- @ 95.00/SF= $132,422,400 (TxDOT estimate on land) unrealistic:
- @ 200.00/SF= $278,780,000 (probably low estimate):
- @400/SF= $455,600,000 a more realistic cost of the land taking and buildings:
• Legal cost of 142 “takings”, unknown + cost of delays, also unknown
• Cost of wider ROW = $455,600,000 vs “0” cost for RECONNECT concept which fits in existing ROW.
• RECONNECT section w/ lowered main lanes fits existing ROW Ladybird Lake to Airport Blvd.
• Losses for Austin with the TxDOT plan:
- 32 acres of private property lost by the TxDOT plan vs 30 acres gained by RECONNECT concept downtown.
- 40 acres “The Next 40 Acres” to reunite the U.T. campus divided for 60 years by I-35.
- 102 acres, the TOTAL LOSS FOR Austin, FOR UT, and FOR North neighborhoods with the TxDOT plan.

See response to comment #33.

RECONNECT AUSTIN “The Opportunity Taken”
• The 30 acres that could be gained by RECONNECT downtown represents the “opportunity gained” of many
billions of dollars of tax base created by private development of the corridor, think 2nd Street reinvention.
- The opportunity to pay for the CAP & a lot more in perpetuity, think schools, parks, trails, sidewalks, etc…not
to mention huge, continuous income stream to state coffers.
- The opportunity to create a 30-acre walkable mixed-use corridor of market-rate, and affordable housing,
hotels, office buildings, and park space, not to mention 5,000 trees to fight climate change.
- ALL this within easy walking distance of downtown, the Medical School, Hospital District, and U.T. itself.
Note that Austin’s latest park, Waterloo Greenway is +/- one block away.
• Those 30 acres would generate between 5 & 10 billion in taxable property over the next 20 years, i.e., the
term of a tax increment financing bond that pays for the CAP & the opportunity. That new tax base created
continues to keep your property taxes lower and civic amenities higher in perpetuity.
• We must create our own vision for a more beautiful, more equitable & sustainable Austin and dedicate
ourselves to the fulfillment of that vision. To do less would be a huge disappointment to future generations.
As someone once said, “ONE GENERATION PLANTS THE TREES, THE NEXT ENJOYS THE SHADE.”
The only solution to IH-35 that is acceptable based on promised by the comment "No Wider, No Higher" made
by past senator Kirk Watson and chairman of transportation Bruce Bugg on February 27th, 2020. The
implication of this is quite clear: no additional right of way acquisition AND no flyovers.

See response to comment #6.

TxDOT is required by law to respond to public comment, so far they haven't done that....what are they so
afraid of???

Comment noted.
You can also access the the responses to scoping meeting #1
and #2 on the www.my35capex.com website.

The Reconnect proposal is simple and direct. It calls for a 204ft row with buildings built outside of new
property lines returning 30 acres of land presently wasted on the highway access roads.

See response to comment #33.
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The boulevard enhances any access that the "so called access roads" provide and becomes a critical corridor
of amenities for the city.
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The only solution to I-35 that is acceptable is based on promises of “No Wider, No Higher” made by former
Senator Kirk Watson and Bruce Bugg, the chairman of the Transportation Commission in February 2020, is to
work only within the existing right of way (ROW). This month TxDOT revealed that they plan to purchase or
TAKE by eminent domain 32 acres of existing land with 142 parcels, many homes, and an equal number of
small businesses. In other words, TxDOT plans to break the promises made by regional leaders. The dirty little
secret is that they can accomplish everything they want to do easily within the existing ROW, with land left
over, and the creation of an enormous new tax base for the state and Central Texas
For the past 100 plus years, the golden rule of transportation facilities has been “grade separation”, for rail
systems, and always for highways. This, of course, is the obvious rationale for I-35, some of which takes
highway traffic above and sometimes below the daily activity of the city, which otherwise is always at grade.
The principle of separation is obvious, i.e., the highway is disruptive and dangerous. That is that it could never
coexist with the thriving fabric of daily life.

9/3/2021

I-35 is a classic example of “grade separation” and the success of that solution for highways. Yet, I-35 has
become a disaster for Austin and every city that has been invaded and disrupted by the Federal Program to
build a system of roads for defense against invasions, you know, “the British are coming”. Highways that
connect regions through the rural countryside make sense. Freeways that blast corridors through cities make
no sense.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

3949 Sinclair Black

Email

See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #1427.
See response to comment #2370.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. Those alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of
life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
local goals.
Lastly, please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central Texas.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #13.

To all folks interested in Austin’s future,
Missing from the conversation regarding the I-35 corridor are the following points.
- The Reconnect Austin section drawing shows a complete corridor within 200 ft. In other words, it fits the
entire length with NO additional ROW.
- The full cap from Ladybird Lake to Airport Blvd is the ONLY proposal that pays for the reinvention of the city
within the corridor. This is accomplished through future taxes i.e. TIF or TIRZ funding. Those future taxes come
from the land currently consumed by access roads would then become private development. This is
accomplished by the simple act of substituting a civilized human-scale boulevard on the cap i.e. using the
main lane land twice. Using the land below for through traffic and the surface for the boulevard that replaces
the access roads.
- Land uses supported by the boulevard on land freed by the above action would consist of approximately 30
acres. This reclaimed land will provide 4,000 housing units (1,000-1,500 of which would be affordable
housing), several hotels, office buildings, parks and a myriad of civic amenities made possible by future taxes
from the reimagined corridor.
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Thank you for caring!
For the past decade TxDOT has started every conversation saying they needed to come up a plan that would
require no taking of property. At the very last minute during a comment period, they come out with big, bad
news. They actually have been planning all along to take 32 acres of tax paying property and 142 of individual
parcels.

Was this lie planned all along or is it just a last minute trick?
Austin’s Tax-Based Future

See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #33.

· RECONNECT Austin proposes a net gain of taxable development in the 30 acres presently wasted on ramps
and access roads. This could result in 3.2 billion dollars in taxable development. The taxable value in
developable property pays for the civilizing of the whole corridor and continues to fund schools and parks in
perpetuity. This is of course of no concern to TxDOT.

· The enormous gain in taxable property with the tax increment (TIF) proposal of RECONNECT Austin can
become funding for affordable housing as well as a regional rail system connecting the three counties of
Central Texas located on the center line of the I-35 corridor. Such a robust commitment to efficient and safe
movement would create eligibility for any number of additional funding programs. For example, FTA New
Starts new grant program could support the regional rail. All that funding would leave more TIF funds for
schools, parks, trails, libraries, and pedestrian/bike systems throughout the city.
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Missing The Point Part 1:

See response to comment #33.

- THE ULI Report contained a number of good ideas, already recommended by RECONNECT Austin. First, is the
tax increment financing mechanism (TIF). Second, is to expand the zone beyond the existing ROW where
values range from $0 dollars currently to billions in the future. Third, use the expanded TIF zone over the
existing Waller Creek TIF to pay off the original bond used to create the Waller Creek tunnel.
- However, there are a number of issues missing with the TxDOT/ULI proposal. There is NO information at all
regarding the structural system's configuration of the two remaining proposed “alternatives” despite their
claims to have “fully baked plans. RECONNECT Austin has a clear simple solution to ALL structural conditions.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.

RECONNECT Austin is a non-profit advocacy group that has for the last decade tried to articulate a reasonable
solution to the problems created by TxDOT in 1958. Following are a few of the talking points that have been
generated in an effort to civilize the corridor.
1) Failed Public Policy
Purpose in Need is a formal statement baked into federal policy of the Department of Transportation (DOT).
The statement is used to justify every highway project placed into the project mill. This statement always says
the same thing, “this highway has problems, and we need to fix them.” The answer then is obvious, at least to
them, i.e., just spend billions of taxpayer dollars to cure problems their agency created in the past by
rebuilding the highway and widening it. The world’s best example of the failure of this concept is the Katy
Freeway in Houston. Now TxDOT Austin wants to repeat that disaster in the I-35 corridor. The project mill has
become a project treadmill.... rebuild and widen again and again. Remember the famous truism, “there is no
problem any city in the world has that is not the direct result of failed public policy."
2) Citizens: Purpose and Need
PURPOSE: remove the physical, social, economic, and racial barrier that has been the tragic legacy of I-35
since its construction.
NEED: reintegrate the I-35 corridor into the city fabric, reconnect Austin and create billions in the tax base.
MEANS: Depress the main lanes, narrow the ROW, and reconnect the city grid with EAST AVENUE PARKWAY.
All of this can be achieved with the creation of a tax increment finance zone and a new special-purpose
Development Commission.
SEQUENCE:
1. Create the tax increment zone for the entire corridor and all adjacent land benchmarking current taxable
value which is presently zero on 136 acres of TxDOT land.
2. Implement the designation switch, which was recommended by a TxDOT study, and allow traffic to
rebalance before construction begins. Trucks use 130 like it or not.
3. Temporarily widen the existing access roads to carry more traffic and rethink the use of three major
arterials just west of the corridor in downtown.
4. Remove the existing freeway main lanes and proceed to reconstruct them below grade through Downtown,
UT, and North Central neighborhoods.
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5. Cap the entire corridor from Town Lake to just past Airport Boulevard and create a surface Boulevard with
in-line stations at the centerline for buses and future rail.
6. Implement the new DA (direct access) lanes below and remove the temporary access roads at the surface.
Proceed to reclaim the redundant ROW.
7. Identify the development opportunities for rebuilding the city fabric on the new land, with the clearly
stated goal of creating an enormous new tax base to generate revenue in perpetuity.
8. Create the Development Commission that would oversee and coordinate all progress, based on a detailed
Critical Path schedule, just as many other cities have done.
9. Recruit qualified private sector developers for the many new development opportunities created on the
reclaimed land and identify tax base opportunities.
10. Coordinate all development activity, both public and private, including access rights, open space
opportunities like WATERLOO GREENWAY, construction disruption, and manage all north /south and east
/west traffic during the construction process.
3) A Possible Future for Austin
Imagine if you were in an entirely new district in Austin. Not in suburbia, not away from downtown but in an
integral part of downtown. Such a district is proposed in the I-35 corridor. A 20-block Parkway with wide
walkable sidewalks on both sides and thousands of trees to help with global warming. Through traffic below
and only local traffic on the reinstated grid. Now imagine the uses of such a reinvented district. Affordable
housing, market-rate housing, workforce housing, student housing, a new location for Austin’s community
college, grocery stores, pharmacies, gyms, and flexible space for the innovation district. Both sides of the
Boulevard could be as exciting as Second Street has become. Dangerous traffic would be gone, pedestrians
would be everywhere, in the shade, and residents could walk to almost all necessities and amenities to
support a very high quality of life.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.

RECONNECT Austin is a non profit advocacy group that has for the last decade tried to articulate a reasonable
solution to the problems created by TxDOT in 1958.
Following are a few of the talking points that have been generated in effort to civilize the corridor.
.I. Sprawl, Congestion, Safety
I entered the University of Texas in Austin in the spring of 1958. I have watched that highway (I-35) built,
tweaked, rebuilt repeatedly, always with a claim of increasing safety. What actually increases are the cost, the
number of lanes, the endless sprawl that the highway promotes and the congestion that results. The most
rapid of these increases within the corridor however is the number of crashes and deaths. At this point, the I35 corridor accounts for 25% of all deaths in the entire City of Austin i.e., 325 sq miles. Vision Zero is a stated
goal of the city as well as for TxDOT, but there is little or no evidence of that concern in the current proposed
alternatives.
.II. Racial Divide…. Must End
The decision to locate the I-35 corridor intentionally created a physical, economic, and racial divide that still
exists today. The location decision was not the only local, state, and national policy steeped in racism, but it is
clearly the most permanent monument to and the symbol for segregation. In this time of widespread
numerous cries for social justice this monument to our racial history needs to be erased. It is time to erase
that barrier and RECONNECT AUSTIN after more than 60 years.
.III. Public Space for People: EAST AVENUE PARKWAY
The PARKWAY scheme, as proposed by RECONNECT Austin, does not pretend to be a highway plan, just as
TxDOT plans do not pretend to enhance the quality of urban life. Citizens of Austin must step up and demand
the removal of Austin's greatest liability, to be replaced by what could be one of Austin's greatest assets.
IV. Taxes you pay and lose forever.
Since we are all very concerned about the taxes we pay, here is a little bit of insight. You pay income tax and
property tax separately. The income tax collected by the federal government is redistributed to various
agencies like TxDOT. TxDOT then spends your tax money on projects in your city and in other cities. The
Federal tax you pay is higher in order to pay for things like highways that have little or no benefit to you. With
this situation, the property taxes are higher because a certain portion of the tax potential has been
compromised by the presence of a highway that you did not ask for, it's a no-win situation. RECONNECT
Austin proposes the creation of literally billons of taxable value. TxDOT’s proposals are all about cost on cost,
RECONNECT’ s proposal is all about tax income in perpetuity from new development.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.

RECONNECT Austin is a non profit advocacy group that has for the last decade tried to articulate a reasonable
solution to the problems created by TxDOT in 1958. Following are a few of the talking points that have been
generated in effort to civilize the corridor.
1. Sprawl, Congestion, Safety
I entered the University of Texas in Austin in the spring of 1958. I have watched that highway
(I-35) built, tweaked, rebuilt repeatedly, always with a claim of increasing safety. What actually
increases are the cost, the number of lanes, the endless sprawl that the highway promotes and the
congestion that results. The most rapid of these increases within the corridor however is the number of
crashes and deaths. At this point, the I-35 corridor accounts for 25% of all deaths in the entire City of Austin
i.e., 325 sq miles. Vision Zero is a stated goal of the city as well as for TxDOT, but there is little or no evidence
of that concern in the current proposed alternatives.
2. Public Space for People: EAST AVENUE PARKWAY
The PARKWAY scheme, as proposed by RECONNECT Austin, does not pretend to be a highway plan, just as
TxDOT plans do not pretend to enhance the quality of urban life. Citizens of Austin must step up and demand
the removal of Austin's greatest liability, to be replaced by what could be one of Austin's greatest assets.
3. Massive Investment for Short lifespan
Longevity is the expected lifespan of something. In the case of an elevated freeway, that lifespan is expected
to be 40 years. I-35 has lasted for more than 60 years. Hence the need to rebuild it before it falls, a very real
concern of the DOT. The underground freeway proposed by Reconnect Austin could last 400 years especially if
it is sunken, capped and constructed by poured in place concrete. In this case, the freeway is no longer
compromised by vibration and weather, two of the forces that shorten the lifespan of precast concrete
elements.
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See response to comment #33.

RECONNECT Austin is a non profit advocacy group that has for the last decade tried to articulate a reasonable
solution to the problems created by TxDOT in 1958. Following are a few of the talking points that have been
generated in effort to civilize the corridor.
1) Long Distance Mobility at the Expense of Local Access
The phrase “improving mobility” appears in virtually every sentence ever published by DOT, i.e., TxDOT in
Austin. Mobility can be defined as the ability to get from somewhere you do not want to be any longer to
somewhere you think you may want to go. “Access” on the other hand is the ability to get from someplace
you are to somewhere you need or want to go, such as work, school, the grocery store, or Starbucks. Mobility
implies the use of an automobile while access can be automobile, bicycle but always implies walking. Mobility
is often achieved at the expense of access. For example, I-35 provides north and south mobility at the expense
of the urban grid i.e., access to everything the city offers. You gain access by leaving the highway to enter the
urban grid, the ultimate provider to access.
2) Actual Access
Over the years, as citizens have demanded a civilized and reinvented I-35, the “highway department '' alias
TxDOT, has insisted that they will never give up the access roads or any of their excessive right of way. Their
reasoning is that if they give up anything, they can’t have it back. TRUE. The agency is pathologically
committed to the idea of access roads, as they understand them. Fair enough, how about four forms of real
access, not just a redundant highway.
1. Consider an urban Parkway at grade as part of the existing downtown street grid i.e. “Great Streets”.
2. Collector distributor lanes should be reimagined as DIRECT ACCESS lanes located underground with traffic
separated by destination i.e., either downtown by way of the next three ramps or beyond via the main lanes.
Speeds would be lower in DA lanes and no lane switching, with short ramps directly to the surface.
3. Local rail service at grade and commuter rail service below grade with in-line stations. Located along the
center line of the I-35 corridor. The one and only uninterrupted path through Central Texas, connecting Hays,
Travis, and Williamson counties.
4. The highway planners have never considered the parallel north/south streets that could distribute traffic
throughout downtown.
3) The Magic of “Grade Separation”
For the past 100 plus years, the golden rule of transportation facilities has been “grade separation”, for rail
systems, and always for highways. This, of course, is the obvious rationale for I-35, some of which takes
highway traffic above and sometimes below the daily activity of the city, which otherwise is always at grade.
The principle of separation is obvious, i.e., the highway is disruptive and dangerous. That is, highway traffic is
totally incompatible and could never coexist with the thriving fabric of daily life. I-35 is a classic example of
“grade separation” and the success of that solution for highways but not for cities. I-35 has become a disaster
for Austin and every city that has been invaded and disrupted by the Federal Program to build a system of
roads for defense against invasions. Highways that connect regions through the rural countryside make sense.
Freeways that blast corridors through cities make no sense.
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RECONNECT AUSTIN simply adopted the grade separation principle as logical and required to protect the city,
but turned it on its head, calling for the disruptive and dangerous highway to go underground and for the
local travel involving day to day life and economic dynamic of the city to re-occupy the surface of the very
same corridor. Presently, the corridor we live with today known as I-35 should be known as “Disaster 1.0”.
TxDOT’s hideous plan to rebuild it wider and higher should be referred to as “Disaster 2.0”.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.

RECONNECT Austin is a non profit advocacy group that has for the last decade tried to articulate a reasonable
solution to the problems created by TxDOT in 1958. Following are a few of the talking points that have been
generated in effort to civilize the corridor.
1) Public opinion?
TxDOT is required by federal law to listen to the general public through what they call public comment
periods. The federal law does not provide the detail on how to conduct this process, so the highway planners
set the required comment periods with very short time frames in order to limit the public’s ability to
participate. Involved citizens who are concerned about the welfare of the community are almost always
members of organized groups with bylaws dictating meeting times and voting processes. i.e., in other words,
it takes a lot of time for citizen groups to comment. Is this just another example of voter suppression and
denial of public opinion?
2) The Great Sidestep TxDOT has been planning the I-35 "Capital Express" project through Austin for decades.
During their first virtual scoping comment period, between November 12th and December 31st, 2,300 people,
including myself submitted good faith comments and ideas for an improved design i.e., the "community
alternative". Naturally, we expected a good-faith response from TxDOT but that did not happen.
On March 5th, just before round two of comments started, TxDOT published their response to the comments
from round one. Their response insults the intelligence of all the citizens that took their time to comment.
TxDOT's official response can only be labeled the "Great Sidestep", or the most completely duplicitous display
of manipulation that one can imagine. Their response was nothing more than a collection of prefabricated
responses describing the plan that they have had for years. They freely quoted other agencies ' policies as if
they supported their plan. Any specific issue raised, such as lowering the design speed, they quoted a number
of guidelines and promised to study the issue. If you believe that, they have a freeway to sell you.
3) The “Sunk Cost” Tactic
Probably the most effective tactic employed by all DOT’s is a policy known as the “Sunk Cost theory”. If you
start two projects at a distance from each other the argument then becomes, “well, we spent all that money
and now we have to connect the projects.” Of course, that’s exactly what TxDOT is doing with their three-part
I-35 rebuild. Since there is little opposition north or south of Central Austin, TxDOT proposes to move as fast
as possible on both ends to justify the central segment project.
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RECONNECT Austin is a non profit advocacy group that has for the last decade tried to articulate a reasonable
solution to the problems created by TxDOT in 1958. Following are a few of the talking points that have been
generated in effort to civilize the corridor.
- Urban Design first, Listen to the Urban Land Institute
Urban design as a discipline deals with a vast universe of concerns: human, economic, technical, and political.
Regarding I-35, TxDOT policies are carefully designed to limit all concerns beyond moving traffic leading to
federally funded disasters in cities. Virtually every city in the US has groups of citizens trying to fight the
unresponsive heavy hand of the department of transportation or "DOT". TxDOT is the Texas branch of the
federal department of DOT. The recent weeklong charrette conducted by the national organization; Urban
Land Institute recommended a two-level planning process beginning with a locally generated urban design
plan, “the community alternative” before moving later to an implementation phase by TxDOT. Remember,
thoughtful design always comes before construction. TxDOT is first and foremost a construction agency.
-Land Use: Compact, Connected and Robust
The segment of I-35 from the river to Airport Boulevard MUST be capped. The cap allows the reintegration of
Austin with East Austin. The cap also allows for the major problems of air and noise pollution to be solved
once and for all. By sinking the freeway and capping it through downtown, the Medical District and the
University of Texas and by combining access roads into a civilized urban boulevard thereby creating a human
scale, walkable, mixed-use PARKWAY, Austin would enjoy several billion dollars of enhanced tax base to pay
for the cap with a tax increment bond. That bond would be easily paid off in less than 20 years, and the
investments would flow from the taxes forever. The tax base could provide for all forms of community
enhancement: parks, playgrounds, schools, and Great Streets.
-A Real First Step
The first step for a huge project as required by federal law is a purpose and need statement to justify what
they already intend to do. The published “purpose and need” statement by TxDOT has one metric: seconds
saved over long distances. When in reality, metrics of a community should be based on enhancing the quality
of life. For instance, metrics could consider lives NOT lost in the I-35 corridor, property values NOT diminished
by the noise pollution, intellectual development NOT compromised by pollution from I-35, housing and urban
economy NOT lost to scaleless and banal highways. And most importantly, our once in a lifetime chance to do
our part for global climate change is NOT lost.
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RECONNECT Austin is a non profit advocacy group that has for the last decade tried to articulate a reasonable
solution to the problems created by TxDOT in 1958. Following are a few of the talking points that have been
generated in effort to civilize the corridor.
- Congestion, Congestion, Congestion!
Complaining about congestion has become a regional pastime. This complaint almost always refers to I-35. In
a massive study conducted by federal highway officials and TxDOT, the Texas transportation Institute looked
at 100 cities in the US and analyzed traffic over a 24-year period, only to find out that adding more lanes
never reduced congestion. More lanes only promote more cost, more sprawl, and therefore more congestion.

- Bypass to cure Congestion?
SH 130 E. Austin was sold to the voters as a bypass for I-35, as well as a rail corridor. Highway planners quickly
nixed the idea of rail. SH 130 was constructed by a private company which used tolls to return their
investment. This obviously created a disincentive to use SH 130 and an incentive to continue to use I-35,
leading to massive congestion problems we live with today, including the streams of trucks that choose not to
pay the tolls.

3961 Sinclair Black

9/22/2021 Email

- Where is Rail? The Only Solution to Regional Transportation
Texas Highway Department was converted, by name only to the Texas Department of Transportation,
meaning ALL forms of Transportation. This expanded role of course is routinely ignored by TxDOT while
consistently blocking other agencies from considering and implementing efficient and long-term cost-efficient
systems like rail transit. The fact that traffic engineers are not educated to design rail systems, is no reason
not to pursue rail as a significant solution to the problem of congestion, ultimately the only solution. The I-35
corridor offers the best opportunity we will ever have to commit to regional rail, there is no other equally
good opportunity.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.

RECONNECT Austin is a non profit advocacy group that has for the last decade tried to articulate a reasonable
solution to the problems created by TxDOT in 1958. The following talking point addresses the importance in
civilizing the corridor.
- Freeways without Futures
President Dwight D Eisenhower, having experienced the autobahn system in Germany in 1952 signed The
National Interstate & Defense Highways Act. He fully understood the value of the national highway system
linking cities and industries as a critical part of advanced planning in case of war. Highways were an essential
part of the national defense system linking cities, he also understood that that same highway should not exist
INSIDE the urban fabric. The highway industrial complex did not pay any attention to former President
Eisenhower’s understanding of cities and moved as fast as possible to put highways through urban areas. This
of course explains why most cities are now trying to roll back the incredible damage done to cities by urban
highways. Imagine how much human capital is wasted trying to reverse the mistakes of the urban highway
system.
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RECONNECT Austin is a non profit advocacy group that has for the last decade tried to articulate a reasonable
solution to the problems created by TxDOT in 1958. Following are a few of the talking points that have been
generated in effort to civilize the corridor.
- Racist Policies of TxDOT
As we see virtually every day in the news, conversations regarding racism are rampant. It is everywhere even
in good old’ Austin Texas. Look behind the veil of TxDOT’s plans for widening I-35 through the city.
There isn’t even lip service to the problems of air pollution in the highway corridor. The corridor of maximum
air pollution is defined by I-35, which directly impacts minority communities including Sanchez Elementary
School, 97.2% minority students and less than 2 blocks to the east. And then there is the Medical School, the
Hospital District and UT itself.
The Downtown Alliance created a special working group comprised primarily of minority community leaders
in order to ensure adequate representation as I-35 is reformed and rebuilt. That group has complained on 3
separate occasions in writing that TxDOT is ignoring them.
Early plans coming from TxDOT include taking land from Mt. Calvary Cemetery which has historically been
where people of color have been buried.
- A City is a Very Complex Organism
DOT i.e., TxDOT is a limited purpose monoculture dedicated to the construction of roads, MORE roads, and
WIDER roads. This culture is oblivious to concerns of climate, economy, equity, and the quality of life in the
communities where they build the highways. Their obsession with building requires them to ignore all
concerns of communities.
Federal DOT rules and the purpose of EIS (environmental impact statements) explicitly spell out the goal of
listening to the community to be impacted. TxDOT systematically violates the intent of those rules and never
accepts the will of the community. TxDOT sets up public meeting after public meeting with predetermined
plans and no intention at all to listen to anyone from the community. It’s no wonder that they have endless
ways to ignore the input they get from any given community since it is usually negative regarding their very
bad ideas.
When TxDOT gets angry they threaten to take your appointed dollars and spend them where the public is less
organized and informed. Please remember that they are playing the game with your tax money.
- Austin’s Tax-Based Future
RECONNECT Austin proposes a net gain of taxable development in the 30 acres presently wasted on ramps
and access roads. This could result in 3.2 billion dollars in taxable development. The taxable value in
developable property pays for the civilizing of the whole corridor and continues to fund schools and parks in
perpetuity. This is of course of no concern to TxDOT.
The enormous gain in taxable property with the tax increment (TIF) proposal of RECONNECT Austin can
become funding for affordable housing as well as a regional rail system connecting the three counties of
Central Texas located on the center line of the I-35 corridor. Such a robust commitment to efficient and safe
movement would create eligibility for any number of additional funding programs. For example, FTA New
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Starts new grant program could support the regional rail. All that funding would leave more TIF funds for
schools, parks, trails, libraries, and pedestrian/bike systems throughout the city.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1559

No.

Commenter Name

3963 Sinclair Black

Entry
Source
Date
9/24/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #33.

RECONNECT Austin is a non profit advocacy group that has for the last decade tried to articulate a reasonable
solution to the problems created by TxDOT in 1958. Following are a few of the talking points that have been
generated in effort to civilize the corridor.
- Missing The Point #1
THE ULI Report contained a number of good ideas, already recommended by RECONNECT Austin.
First, is the tax increment financing mechanism (TIF).
Second, is to expand the zone beyond the existing ROW where values range from $0 dollars currently to
billions in the future.
Third, use the expanded TIF zone over the existing Waller Creek TIF to pay off the original bond used to create
the Waller Creek tunnel.
However, there are a number of issues missing with the TxDOT/ULI proposal. There is NO information at all
regarding the structural systems configuration of the two-remaining proposed “alternatives” despite their
claims to have “fully baked plans. RECONNECT Austin has a clear simple solution to ALL structural conditions.
- Missing the Point #2
TxDOT/ULI’s proposals make no mention at all for solutions to the enormous traffic disruption that will
inevitably result from a decade of construction. There is NO plan for handling through travel.
RECONNECT Austin has a simple straight forward solution to mitigate the traffic problems resulting from the
re-build process. RECONNECT Austin recommends following an earlier TxDOT proposal which was to switch
designations between I-35 and SH130 and make SH130 free.
Among other issues not even mentioned by the TxDOT “alternatives”, are air and noise pollution, climate
change, safer speeds, vision zero and flood mitigation. RECONNECT Austin addresses all these issues and
more. TxDOT only pays lip service to pedestrian and bicycle facilities as well as emergency services planning
with no details offered to the world.
- The Promise: “No Wider, No Higher”
The only solution to I-35 that is acceptable based on promises of “No Wider, No Higher” made by former
Senator Kirk Watson and Bruce Bugg, the chairman of the Transportation Commission in February 2020 is to
work only within the existing right of way (ROW). This month TxDOT revealed that they plan to purchase or
TAKE by eminent domain 32 acres of existing land with 142 parcels: many homes and an equal number of
small businesses. In other words, TxDOT plans to break the promises made by regional leaders. The dirty little
secret is that they can accomplish everything they want to do easily within the existing ROW. Not only that
but it frees up 30 acres of land for creative city building resulting in the creation of enormous new tax base for
the state and Central Texas.
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Current frontage road posted speeds within the project area
range between 40-50 mph. Posted speeds are determined
once construction is complete. For all proposed build
alternatives, TxDOT is lowering frontage road speeds to
35mph.
TxDOT routinely evaluates the design guidance, which includes
design speed, and must comply with federal and state
standards for highway design, including TxDOT’s Roadway
Design Manual, the AASHTO Policy on Geometric Design of
Highways and Streets and the Texas Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices.
Design speed is used explicitly for determining minimum
values for road design, such as horizontal curve radius and
sight distance based on the roadway function and
classification. Roadway geometric design features such as
cross-section elements, lane widths, shoulder width, etc., are
determined based on the road function and safety in relation
to the design speed.
The posted speed limit is normally set at the nearest value to
the 85th percentile speed ending in 5 or 0 of the observed
speed of a group of vehicles traveling on a section of road. City
governments and TxDOT must conduct traffic and engineering
studies according to requirements outlined in TxDOT's
publication, Procedures for Establishing Speed Zones, when
setting a speed limit on the state highway system.
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See response to comment #33.

After careful review of TxDOT’s materials in their current open house for I-35 Cap Ex Central, and TTI’s report
on the Evaluation of Community Alternatives, we have created the cost analysis below, comparing TxDOT’s
Alternatives 2 & 3 with Reconnect Austin.
There are of course dozens of issues not dealt with but mostly they come in two categories.
1) The costs that follow the basic concepts but mostly represent a wash with regard to the ultimate cost.
2) There is no discussion or even mention of the more important issues i.e. the quality of urban life and
Austin's future economy.
3965 Sindy Estrada

9/24/2021 Email

3966 Sito Negron

9/14/2021 Email

I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

You will have received many of these letters. From El Paso, where TXDOT also pursues a limited vision
highway project, I completely endorse these sentiments. I have followed the issues in Austin and Houston
closely. We have similar basic issues of a lack of imagination and inability to change. TXDOT continues to
propose last century solutions to this century’s iterations of progress.
A friend of mine, Gary Scharrer, wrote a very complimentary book, funded by contractors, about TXDOT. He
told me a former TXDOT ED says in the book that freeways were not meant to go through urban cores. Now I
have to buy this book!
Don’t double down on historic mistakes that mar the brilliance of the interstate system. Please, listen to the
public most affected, use a lighter touch, and prepare for an urban multimodal future that has room for cars
and trucks but balances that with great neighborhoods built for people, not motor vehicles.
—I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
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independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3967 Siva Schwarz

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3968 Skyler Lightfoot

9/19/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3970 Sofia Goodman
Arbona

9/15/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Neither alternative proposal for I-35 should go forward due to the fact that traffic congestion has been proven
to not be reduced by increasing the number of lanes on a highway. This is a mathematically proven
phenomenon with many real life cases to back it up. Increased lanes do not result in decreased congestion. I
support maintenance and increased access for pedestrians and bicyclists, however I do not give any support
to projects seeking to widen the number of lanes of I-35. This will only to increase the highway's footprint,
causing increased environmental impact of concrete road construction, reliance on fossil fuels, and individual
car transport, all while not addressing the real congestion issues because adding lanes cannot solve that
problem. These issues can only be addressed by increased access to dedicated public transportation like
comprehensive bus routes, and safe walking and cycling routes.
Good grief, do not expand I35 through downtown Austin. Growing up in Austin, very near the hwy, it was
evident that this monstrosity was a dividing line of the haves and have nots. My dad used to have to cross this
hwy as an elementary student getting to Palm School. Come on, this isn’t going to relieve traffic. How can y’all
not see that?? This is a terrible idea and not forward thinking whatsoever. Very disappointed.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.

I35 should go underground with a green space above. Air and noise quality impacts health outcomes for
people who live and work along i35.

See response to comment #271

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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3975 Sonia Brown
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As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

A narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, such as our community and children's
daycare, Escuelita del Alma
from needless destruction.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a
generational opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

Furthermore the disruption it will cause to the Maplewood/Cherrywood community.

3976 Sonia Margolin

9/9/2021

Email

I cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Widening I-35 is a terrible idea and will do little to nothing to alleviate congestion by the time it is completed.

See response to comment #6.

Plans need to reflect lowering emissions. We do not need more lanes on I-35.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I am writing to oppose TXDOT's proposals for the I-35 expansion through Austin.
Ever since I moved to Austin about 10 years ago, I-35 had been a joke and scar on this city. Making it larger in
the way TXDOT is proposing will only exasperate this issue. Studies show that their plans won't necessarily
ease congestion, but will just deepen the scar and harm our communities.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TXDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. All alternatives should be independently studied and
should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality
of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
community plans, goals, and values.
Do not let I-35 continue to be the bane of Austin, let's build it into a part of our community instead of a tear
through it.
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3980 Sonya Stewart
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3981 Sophia Benner

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

3982 Sophia Fleshman

9/13/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As a City of Austin resident and employee I am stand strong with my community against ANY highway
expansion. There is no reason to expand and there are so many reasons to invest in healing the divide of IH 35
and promoting mobility through transit. Decades of research show that highway expansion leads to INDUCED
congestion NOT reduced congestion. It took me one engineering class in college to learn that. Yet what it less
talked about are the black and brown families you displaced when you first created IH 35 in Austin. Here's a
proposal: cut and cap the highway, find the relatives of those you displaced decades ago, and give them their
parcels back.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3983 Sophia Kollaja

8/31/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3985 Sophie Wysocki

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. I-35 has been historically used for segregation and redlining practices
fueled by systemic racism and classism, and continues to be a dividing line in Austin between majority white
and majority Black and Brown folks.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3987 Spencer Johnson

9/21/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3988 Spencer Schumacher

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I do not support this project in any way, shape, or form. It is clear TXDOT does not have an interest in
seriously evaluating alternatives to continued highway expansion. TXDOT has failed time and time again to A.
lessen traffic or B. lower carbon emissions by expanding highways. I have no faith that any proposal TXDOT
has will accomplish any of those goals.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Comment
Form
3989 Spencer Taylor

9/15/2021 Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3990 Spencer Thompson

3991 Spencer Woody

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I do not feel like the citizens of Austin who will be impacted by the 35 redevelopment are being heard. The
two plans selected to move forward go against the feedback that the Cherrywood Neighborhood Assoc.
provided and would only negatively impact the area, our frontage road businesses, and the community as a
whole. We need to be deprioritizing mega highways and reprioritizing community inclusion and nonautomotive forms of transportation.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #1996.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

3992 Stacey Abel

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I live on French Place, four blocks east of I-35 and 32nd Street. This TxDOT plan will ruin my neighborhood.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I cannot believe that after so many years of promising to remove the "wall" between east and west Austin,
this is the plan offered to the community. This plan is so far away from the "bury the freeway - knit east and
west together with parkland “plan. The freeway already serves as a barrier, in addition to being a huge
disincentive to walking or biking across it’s noisy and fume-filled boundaries. Neighbors near the freeway
already complain of respiratory health problems. I cannot imagine how the 20-lane plan ever got out of the
bad idea stage.

I recall many years ago I allowed myself to be foolishly talked in to supporting SH130 by several policymakers
and "experts" who told my neighbors and I that it would reduce truck traffic on I-35 by diverting it to this new
thoroughfare. We all know that never happened and that traffic has only gotten worse. We were duped.

I find myself feeling angry again at the notion that we are being asked to trust “experts” who don’t know the
first thing about communities or community health and well-being.

I am well aware of the need for transportation routes in urban areas. I grew up in a city and have participated
in many city planning exercises. I have lived and worked in public policy my entire adult life and career. I
know how to compromise to serve more community needs. I also know that money will come to Austin to
"fix" this portion of I-35, which is the busiest and most dangerous portion of interstate in the country.
However, this plan serves no one.
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This plan is for cars – not people. This is a 20th Century plan – not designed for the multi-mobility and climate
concerns of the 21st Century. This plan will only make the region more congested. Why can’t you see that?
As Albert Einstein once said: “We cannot solve our problems with the same thinking we used when we
created them."

I-35 was designed back in the days of profound racism and Jim Crow. It is a scar on the land. It was meant to
keep certain people out and apart from the others. Now, emissions from this freeway is already making
people sick. It is what's known as a "Hot Urban Island" of poisonous exhaust. Anyone with any vision knows
that the considerable amount of money coming from the federal government to repair and upgrade this
segment of road should be used to mitigate pollution – not create more. Twenty lanes? Why are you not
using the money to initiate other strategies and mobility options that reduce the need for cars and give
people more choices for mobility. Other cities are tearing down their freeways and building transportation
loops around the urban area. This 20-lane proposal is a misappropriation of public funds, public trust, and
taxpayer dollars.

I will join with my neighbors to fighting this awful disregard for humanity with all I’ve got. The Rethink 35,
Downtown Austin Alliance, Reconnect Austin, and Urban Land Institute plans all attempted to address the
grave error that has resulted in the situation we find ourselves in today. TxDot’s plan is insane and inhumane.
All I can think is that you all don’t get out much to travel and see how other cities do it.

Do you really want community feedback? If so, why didn’t you come to the community and solicit ideas
through a charrette in the first place? And why was this the absolute most difficult computer solicitation
process I have ever seen? On no page does it tell you how to get to the end to submit feedback. It took me
forever – and I am computer-saavy. This whole process is so flawed and wrong.

It’s a damn shame is what it is.

Stacey Abel
3212 French Place
Austin, Texas 78722
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
I’d much rather support investment in expanding public transportation rather than roadways. The local shops
downtown are what make me want to go, having to drive downtown & find parking is why I don’t. I would
love to be able to get on reliable and safe public transportation.
3994 Stacey Swann

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I am writing to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of
the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs and the urgency climate crisis demands.
Alternatives should be independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air
quality, noise, climate change, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use),
and compliance with City of Austin and local goals.
Lastly, please stand strong in the face of those who wish to strong arm our city and central Texas.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

3996 Staci

9/21/2021 General
Website
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As someone who has lived in Austin their entire lives I am absolutely horrified by the plans that have been put
forward. Widening I35 and adding more lanes will not help. This has already been proved by the Katy freeway
in Houston. https://www.texasturf.org/2012-06-01-03-09-30/latest-news/2177-hov-toll-lanes-on-katy-fwy-inhouston-made-congestion-worse.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #273.

This city needs alternative north/south routes. Everyone blames the truckers for the congestion-- but again it
has been shown that most people using I35 are in town. https://tti.tamu.edu/news/researchers-study-trafficmake-up-on-texas-i-35-sh-130/ Plus the river makes a huge bottle neck. There are only 6 bridges in the center
of town and only two of them are freeways.
https://austin.towers.net/austins-i-35-problem-has-a-solution-but-can-we-get-it-right/
Widening I35 will do nothing for Austin other than make traffic worse. We need alternate ways to get
downtown and through downtown. I also don't see how the current plans fit into the green mission of Austin
either. This energy would be better focused on trying to add more trains, buses, etc. The focus should be on
how to make humans safer from cars and how they can be used less. I am not in support of the current plans
for I35 at all. I do not think that TxDot has the best interest of the city of Austin and the people living here in
mind.
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3997 Stacie McKee
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Date
8/16/2021 Email

Comment
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

3998 Stacie McKee

9/9/2021

Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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3999 Stacy Armijo

Entry
Source
Date
9/14/2021 Email

Comment

Response

To TxDOT I-35 Capital Express Central Team,

See response to comment #7.

I am writing to express my continued support for the redevelopment of I-35 through Central Texas and in
particular the CapEx project in Central Travis County. This international corridor plays an integral role in our
nation, state and region, in addition to local trips served. It must be redeveloped to improve efficiency and
increase capacity in a manner that reflects our community values, integrates with the street network and
transit system and enhances safety for all modes.

4000 Stacy Coplin

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Over the past decade, the nuances of the proposed project have evolved significantly due to TxDOT’s
willingness to listen to the needs and desires of this community. The commitment to lower the highway
through downtown and remove the decks north of the university were much needed, and are much
appreciated, commitments. As you hone in on a final design, I encourage you to continue to give thorough
consideration to requests for alternate engineering and design features that will make this project a model for
the nation, a generational investment for which all Texans can be proud and a local asset, especially for those
who live with its impact daily.
I am a born and raised Austininte and so is my husband. We are small business owners as well. The home we
currently own is our first home and we are fortunate to be able to live where we are from in Austin, TX.

See response to comment #30

The I-35 expansion project will drastically impact my entire communities lives daily. With more noise
pollution, pollution and more cars using our neighborhood as a cut through. Not to mention all of the local
businesses (including mine) that this will impact as well.

4001 Stan Friedman

9/9/2021

Email

With Austin being such a desirable place for people to move to we should be setting a better standard for
transportation and find healthy environmentally thought-out solutions. We are counting on you to keep our
neighborhood just that, a neighborhood.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
More/bigger roads are NOT the answer
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4002 Stefan Bordovsky

4003 Stephanie Anderson

4004 Stephanie Asbell
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Meeting
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Meeting
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9/21/2021 Email
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Please don't focus resources on expanding I-35 and inducing more demand towards car commutes. We need
transportation solutions and housing infrastructure that take climate change into account; spend money and
engineering effort on supporting dense housing in the city with train, bus, bike, and walking infrastructure.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #273.

We need to STOP increasing the size of roadways built to accommodate automobile traffic and invest that
money in viable and sustainable public transportation offerings that are frequent and convenient enough that
people will use them.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. We know that more lanes just means more traffic, more congestion, longer
travel times, more pollution, more accidents and more deaths. This city has been divided for too long - racially
and socioeconomically - for far too long. To make Austin a more just and livable city, it's imperative that we
find sustainable solutions to traffic and infrastructure.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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4005 Stephanie Atkinson
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9/11/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I am writing in opposition to the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as
part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project. This proposal is a broken promise from Texas Transportation
Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg who stated “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Our
community in Austin needs meaningful alternatives to this atrocious plan of widening I-35.
We do not want houses and businesses to be seized. We do not want years of construction that will make life
hell and not solve our traffic issues. We do want alternatives. We want public transportation. We don't want
to drive everywhere. We want to reconnect the division I-35 creates in Austin. We want a city that is walkable,
bike-able, and safe.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4006 Stephanie Beasley

4007 Stephanie Castleberry

9/11/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/14/2021 Email

I hope that you will hear the pleas of us Austin residents.
Please bury the stretch of I-35 that runs through downtown. More lanes = more traffic. We should be building
mass transit not massive freeways.

See response to comment #15.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

4008 Stephanie Garcia

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

4009 Stephanie
Gharakhanian

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I am strongly against the plans to expand 35 from airport to lady bird lake. We need an alternative that
connects the community closer together. Our community is growing and we need infrastructure that focuses
on moving PEOPLE around, not moving cars around. It's already a nightmare driving downtown and adding
more lanes will only slow it down more. Y'all aren't using strategic thinking just bandaid thinking. Clearing out
homes and businesses just to add more concrete is going to get us looking like the Katy highway. Passing
traffic should be diverted around town and the 35 should be taken down and in it's place should be a Blvd,
rails, and paths.
I am deeply concerned about the proposals to widen I-35. When I first moved to Austin, I lived in the
Cherrywood neighborhood. Today, my toddler daughter's daycare center remains in the neighborhood, along
with many local businesses that I and my family continue to frequent.

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

The expansion of I-35 would force these businesses to move or close. This project would forever change the
character of this special neighborhood.

Widening I-35 is not the transit solution our community needs. It will further divide our community. We need
solutions that will better connect us. We need solutions that will accelerate and facilitate increased reliance
on public transit and other cleaner forms of transportation.

At this moment, we need innovation and new ideas. The default "strategy" of building highways, and then
making them bigger and bigger is old-school, it's dated, and has proven ineffective and insufficient time and
again. It's time we learn from our past mistakes and quit repeating them.
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For these reasons, I oppose this proposal.

4010 Stephanie Granillo

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

Hi,
I am writing to let you know how disappointed I am in TxDOT’s recent proposal for the I-35 Capital Express
Central project.
When I saw the projected project I actually thought it was a joke. I was dismayed to realize that those are the
REAL plans.
It’s disappointing that a badly designed highway that will destroy such a large number of homes and business,
is even considered, much less approved.

4011 Stephanie Gunkel

9/9/2021

Email

Please consider other alternatives for the I-35.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses, including my parents and several friends. Please make sure the scar of I-35
through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

4012 Stephanie Leach

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I do not support Building Alternatives 2 or 3 for a multitude of reasons. In addition to these “solutions” being
based on antiquated modeling that only serves to justify equally as out-of-date transportation design, the
environmental impacts of both alternatives will be devastating to the surrounding communities.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #1427.

Do not add lanes to I35—studies have shown that when lanes are added to highways, congestion actually gets
worse, not better. Expanding I35 to 20 lanes will induce more than 100,000 additional vehicle trips per day
through the center of Austin--increasing emissions, degrading air quality, exacerbating human health
conditions such as asthma, and ignoring Austin’s Community Climate Plan target of net-zero greenhouse gas
emissions by 2050.

The additional right of way proposed in both Build Alternatives 2 and 3 will negatively impact my
neighborhood, specifically the floodplain. The Tannehill Branch Creek intersects I35 just south of 290.
Increasing impervious coverage will flood homes in the Ridgetop neighborhood as well as others.

None of the alternatives treat central Austin neighborhoods as having the same walkable character as
downtown; Alternatives 2 and 3 do not provide any new crossings in north central Austin that would connect
communities, improve accessibility, and allow safe crossings where people need them and none of the
designs fully depress all highway lanes in north central Austin. The pedestrian bridge proposed between
Target and the ghost kitchen facility (Chicken as Cluck, etc) makes absolutely no sense other than a bandaid
thrown in last minute so you could say you had the community in mind. You’ve connected a "take out only"
restaurant to a retailer. How exactly does this serve my neighborhood?
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A “solution” that both lowers air quality and floods homes is not a solution at all. Do not move forward with
either Alternative 2 or 3. Instead, work with the community and the plethora of experts who believe there is a
better, healthier way to meet the transportation needs of central Austin.

4013 Stephanie Long

9/9/2021

4014 Stephanie Long

9/21/2021 Email
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.
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4015 Stephanie Lowe
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9/23/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4016 Stephanie Modlin

4017 Stephanie Molnar

9/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please designate SH 130 from Georgetown to SH 45 SE as I-35; widening the existing roadway through
downtown Austin will be extremely detrimental to local residents, including my family, and will not improve
the flow of through traffic enough to justify the destruction of so many existing businesses and neighborhood
housing. Expansion will only serve to further divide the east/west sections of town.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1427.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need MEANINGFUL alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should
be independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
We should be planning for and investing in transportation alternatives that produce less independent car
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traffic, not more, such as walking centers, truly safe biking infrastructure, functional public transportation and
more. Our future as a species depends on it, and this would be more closely aligned with Austin's stated
community plans, goals, and values.

4018 Stephanie Motal

4019 Stephanie Nutt

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/12/2021 Email

This project should NOT take more land for ROW, it should instead be more narrow.

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Behold, the destroyer of worlds. It’s TxDOT.

See response to comment #6.

I am vehemently opposed to the i-35 expansion proposal. Austin is growing, trade is increasing, but so is the
need for intercity commuting. It boggles my mind that the very company that stands to profit from proposing
expensive, environmentally damaging, and sociologically poisoning infrastructure is the same one approving
proposals for development. Each and every one of the people involved should look to lessons of Syracuse,
New York; Boston, Massachusetts; and New York, New York to discover how expansion can go wrong and can
go right.
Nobody has ever looked upon the ugly, dangerous, and disruptive I-35 in downtown Austin and thought,
“Gee! Wouldn’t it be nice if this was wider? With more opportunities for auto collisions, gridlock, and
pollution?”
Well… except the geniuses in your urban planning department.
I’m angry and fed up but I hope you consider my comments along with the more rigorous and data driven
comments of my peers and neighbors.

4021 Stephanie Perryman

9/9/2021
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Do not expand outward.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Chairman Bugg, I enjoyed meeting you and hearing you express your love for our City last week. I am
fortunate to have been the 3rd generation in my family that is born and raised in this City – I share the love
for our community and am grateful for the tremendous partnerships and leaders we have in Austin who have
invested their time and resources on making this Town a transformative City full of diverse industries. We
have such a sunny outlook ahead but challenges that need our attention. I-35 has been a project that has
deserved our attention for many years – my entire lifetime actually. In order to keep up – work must be done.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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You MUST adhere to "no wider, no higher." We need to be redirecting more through traffic around central
Austin with a free-to-use loop they'll actually take, and we need to do better at rethinking I-35 given its cruel
history in this city. For years, it has felt like an open wound across the middle of the city—a very visible, all too
real line of segregation between predominantly white west Austin and a more diverse east Austin. We need
to grow beyond that and reclaim I-35 as a bridge between the two halves, not make it an ever-widening
division.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.

The best solutions proposed reclaim space on top of I-35 that would connect the east and west sides of town
and erase part of that wound. Cap it or bury it. We need to be reconnecting both sides of Austin as it grows.

Opening up that I-35 wound further—going wider and destroying yet more homes and businesses—is
unacceptable. Studies show that opening up more lanes of traffic only invites more traffic to use it, which is
not what we need in the middle of the city. The additional noise and pollution of a bigger I-35 would be a step
backwards. If we add more lanes, they need to be in a sensible path around downtown gridlock—far outside
the city center where I-35 is routed now. Again, add a loop around downtown instead, far from the dense mix
of existing homes and businesses. Perhaps we could restrict who can come into the city center based on
occupancy numbers or vehicle type (much like Europe's environmental zone placards), but we should
absolutely route all heavy/commercial through traffic that has no final destination in Austin on a free loop
around Austin. The easiest option for that would be to eliminate the tolls on some of the existing roads that
have been recently upgraded, such as 130 and 290 to the east.

Roads are a public service; treat them as such and drop more of the tolls to encourage the use of the ones we
have. Do not let I-35's expansion become a public disservice by tearing apart Austin further.
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4023 Stephanie Webb
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9/24/2021 Email
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[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Other PDF Attachments."]

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #1427.

Attached please find my commentary on IH-35. If you have any questions or problems opening the file, please
do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you.

Current frontage road posted speeds within the project area
range between 40-50 mph. Posted speeds are determined
once construction is complete. For all proposed build
alternatives, TxDOT is lowering frontage road speeds to
35mph.
TxDOT routinely evaluates the design guidance, which includes
design speed, and must comply with federal and state
standards for highway design, including TxDOT’s Roadway
Design Manual, the AASHTO Policy on Geometric Design of
Highways and Streets and the Texas Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices.
Design speed is used explicitly for determining minimum
values for road design, such as horizontal curve radius and
sight distance based on the roadway function and
classification. Roadway geometric design features such as
cross-section elements, lane widths, shoulder width, etc., are
determined based on the road function and safety in relation
to the design speed.

4024 Stephanie Williams

9/21/2021 Email
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

The posted speed limit is normally set at the nearest value to
the 85th percentile speed ending in 5 or 0 of the observed
speed of a group of vehicles traveling on a section of road. City
governments and TxDOT must conduct traffic and engineering
studies according to requirements outlined in TxDOT's
publication, Procedures for Establishing Speed Zones, when
setting a speed limit on the state highway system.
See response to comment #7.
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4025 Stephen Andears
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9/16/2021 Email
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.

Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

4026 Stephen Bedell

9/24/2021 Email

4027 Stephen Crawford

9/19/2021 Email

4028 Stephen Duke

9/22/2021 Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed
by TxDOT.
Thank you for your time and consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.

I am vehemently opposed to TxDOT's I35 expansion plan. Time and time again, our state and local leaders
have decided that the only way to improve traffic flow and ease congestion it to destroy homes and business
and add additional lanes / toll roads. One need look no further than Houston or DFW to see that these kinds
of solutions only add to the congestion at the cost of homes, business, greenspace, and the sanity of all
drivers stuck in 20 lanes of traffic for hours on end.
I am calling for a full impact study that meaningfully explores alternatives to I35 expansion that won't include
additional lanes. Evidence shows that adding lanes does not alleviate the problems it's designed to alleviate,
and by the time construction is complete, 20 lanes won't even be enough at the rate Austin is growing. We
need a true accounting of the impacts of this project; we need public input on this project; and we need our
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leaders to actually advocate for solutions that will benefit the community instead of exacerbating existing
problems.

4029 Stephen Gonzalez

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

4030 Stephen Graham

9/1/2021
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Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I regularly bike across 35 here in Austin using the 51st and 38 1/2 crossings. The disregard of proposed study
#1 to tunnel 35 through Central Austin needs an explanation. Why is this proposed study not being presented
to the public??? Further, WHY are we even having a conversation about expanding 35 when we should be
moving the highway out of town by taking over 130? These proposed designs are TRASH and this is a slap in
the face to non-auto commuters! I will be contacting all of my elected officials to defund TX DOT so long as
this facetious "planning" phase continues its disregard of locals and non-auto commuters.
Please do not widen IH-35 at all. Your engineers surely understand by now that offering more un-tolled space
to cars in a situation like Austin's will only induce more trips, leaving the same congestion as before. For this
zero result, the state will spend a fortune and the city will be further divided and subjected to even more
traffic, discouraging walking and light mobility. Please rethink this plan entirely; it belongs in the 1950s, not
the 2020s. Doing nothing is a better option. Please instead seek federal permission to toll the highway with
variable congestion tolls. That is an ideal solution, as it would simultaneously ease congestion, reduce total
miles traveled, and generate revenue rather than burdening us as taxpayers. Thank you.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #247.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Greetings. I'm 50 years old and have lived in Austin my entire life but it is increasingly difficult to justify
continuing to stay in this city. Most of the things I've loved about this town are now gone forever. So much
has been sacrificed to never-ending progress and uncontrolled growth. In my day job I work for a wonderful
state agency that is part of a fantastic free service for the disabled. And yet all of my staff can no longer afford
to live here and loathe what Austin has become. While day job salaries at state agencies are not part of this
discussion, they are related, insomuch as TxDoT's backwards thinking when it comes to dealing with one of
the worst aspects of Austin traffic (IH35) does nothing to change the terrible course our city is headed.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Thank you,
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

The below is a form letter but I feel that the main points stand. And I would like to add, having lived in un
walkable suburbs and compact urban areas, walkable communities make cities more livable and are great for
local small businesses. Creating walkable spaces creates places for people to interact and for businesses to
grow.
I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

4033 Stephen Pitt

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Option 2 concept seems better because of the (apparently) lower profile. But if 3 provides a higher flow rate I
would probably change my choice.

See response to comment #33.

What I DO NOT want to see is the "no change"
(Option 1) option or the TxDOT concept I've seen and heard about which basically simply widens the Option 1
to allow increased flow. This should NOT be included in the options for all the reasons this project has
identified. How can we stop this?
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4035 Stephennie Mulder

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4037 Steve Adler
City of Austin

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Participating
Agencies."]
Attached please find a letter referencing I-35 TxDOT Capital Express Central Program Comments.

See response to comment #4.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.
Current frontage road posted speeds within the project area
range between 40-50 mph. Posted speeds are determined
once construction is complete. For all proposed build
alternatives, TxDOT is lowering frontage road speeds to
35mph.
TxDOT routinely evaluates the design guidance, which includes
design speed, and must comply with federal and state
standards for highway design, including TxDOT’s Roadway
Design Manual, the AASHTO Policy on Geometric Design of
Highways and Streets and the Texas Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices.
Design speed is used explicitly for determining minimum
values for road design, such as horizontal curve radius and
sight distance based on the roadway function and
classification. Roadway geometric design features such as
cross-section elements, lane widths, shoulder width, etc., are
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determined based on the road function and safety in relation
to the design speed.
The posted speed limit is normally set at the nearest value to
the 85th percentile speed ending in 5 or 0 of the observed
speed of a group of vehicles traveling on a section of road. City
governments and TxDOT must conduct traffic and engineering
studies according to requirements outlined in TxDOT's
publication, Procedures for Establishing Speed Zones, when
setting a speed limit on the state highway system.

4038 Steve Brokaw

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I oppose recent TxDOT proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #4.

The current "alternatives" are indistinguisable, they damage the region, and they totally disregard community
plans, goals, and values

I want TxDOT to honor their promise of "no wider and no higher."

4039 Steve Freche

9/9/2021
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Email

I want TxDOT give more serious consideration community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the
Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #6.
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I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #160.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4042 Steve Gerson

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #247.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas.
I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by
TxDOT. Make it happen please!
Dear TxDOT,

See response to comment #1427

See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.

I know your teams have worked on the I35 plan for years, but it's clear you are not understanding that the
community wants something very different. It's time to right the wrongs that this major highway has done for
our community and fix it.

4045 Steve LeBlanc

9/21/2021 Email

Just to be clear:
I opposee the Texas Department of Transportation's (TxDOT) I-35 expansion plans. It's a backwards thinking
plan that lacks environmental remediation for climate change and will only add to segregation issues in our
community.
I ask that you issue a full study of community design alternatives for I-35, including Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and ULI's cap and stitch proposals. All of these are rooted in years of community feedback and
work and are viable alternatives for the highway.
I demand that plans for I-35 comply with City and community plans, goals, and values. Why even offer a
highway building plan that does not align with the values of the community it is going through and
supposively aids?
Thank you. Please let me know if I can be of any help in fixing this bad proposal.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

I am pleased that you recognize the importance of I-35 through Austin to the state of Texas . It is one of the
busiest and most congested roadway segments in the State of Texas
P{lease help fix this mess and blight on our great state
Thank you
4046 Steve LeBlanc

9/24/2021 Email
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I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4048 Steve Lewitton

4049 Steve Lucas

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I do not like the plan to expand I35 with more lanes and to take over neighboring businesses. This plan will
worsen congestion and destroy my child’s day care (Escuelita de Alma). Please stop this plan!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

4050 Steve Lucas

4051 Steve Martens

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/21/2021 Email

4052 Steve Neu

9/20/2021 Email
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Why do what has not worked in Houston and every city that done this. More roads just cause more traffic.
Cap it and reduce car traffic period. Use your head and look at
what has failed. Open your head.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #273.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this
seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and
decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the
rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by
TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4054 Steve Rosen

4055 Steve Shelburne

9/25/2021 General
Website
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I appreciate the effort here, but providing more capacity will only encourage more driving. I hate toll roads
myself, but they are the only tool available to control throughput to avoid gridlock - variable pricing. Please,
no more capacity that will just be out of date in a few years. Best is to have NO billion dollar waste - but if it
goes it MUST be tolled. Environment comes first - this is the only environment we have.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

4056 Steve Sturr

9/15/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

4057 Steve Wilson

9/2/2021
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Form

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I’m an East Austin Cherrywood resident who’s owned a home and paid ever-growing taxes on it for more than
20 years. The health and safety of my family and neighbors will be harmed by this proposed expansion. Even if
I didn’t live near the highway, I’d see the folly in expanding this scar through the heart of central Austin, which
never should have been built here in the first place. Why not make this section of I-35 a toll road and remove
the tolls on 130 so that the traffic would reroute there instead? The congestion won’t go away no matter how
many lanes you add, but routing a portion of the traffic elsewhere would at the very least make the lives of
Austinites more bearable. Plus, the city wouldn’t have to lose the 150 tax-generating businesses and homes
that would be destroyed and never reclaimed by this project. That’s millions of dollars. Other cities like
Rochester, NY, have rerouted their highways in similar fashion and reaped the rewards in expanding
economies and improved liveability. So please don’t expand, and consider the alternatives.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1996.

TxDOT's I-35 proposal is a horrible idea that will make a hellscape even more hellish.
I've lived in East Austin's Cherrywood a few blocks from the highway for 20 years and can attest to how much
this scar over Austin's heart remains a psychic wound that continues to cleave the city in two. I mean, come
on—I-35 is barely tolerable as it is to drive on, much less cross to get from one of the adjoining neighborhoods
to the other. I can't even count the number of times I and my children have nearly been hit on the frontage by
car, bike and on foot just trying to reach our neighborhood school, the grocery, and other places.
Why make a bad situation even worse? TxDOT clearly doesn't understand that East Austin has gentrified into
a vital subsection of Central Austin. How will an expanded highway help the city continue to prosper? An
urban highway expansion—a retrograde idea proven to be completely ineffective since the days of Robert
Moses in New York—will tear apart Central Austin, ruin the lives of residents, and cost the city millions in
taxes on what's become prime real estate.

4059 Steven Brokaw

9/12/2021 Email

Please reject the expansion from the ill-informed TxDOTers and opt instead for one of the alternatives from
the REAL experts who know what's up.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I oppose recent TxDOT proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
The current "alternatives" are indistinguisable, they damage the region, and they totally disregard community
plans, goals, and values
I want TxDOT to honor their promise of "no wider and no higher."

4060 Steven Burns

4061 Steven Catlett

8/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/23/2021 General
Website
Comment
Form
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I want TxDOT give more serious consideration community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the
Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch.
Please consider options that bury I-35 as deeply as possible without encroaching on existing properties. Many
of these businesses are minority owned and would benefit that local economy that could offset the higher
price tag of the excavation needed for the alternatives with a smaller footprint.

Please do not widen 35 through downtown Austin. Austin is a progressive city, we need new thinking in order
to continue to grow and improve, not old fashioned thinking. More lanes has never been shown to improve
traffic congestion. Let's do something different. Cover 35 and provide parks and open space. Public
transportation. Walkable/bikeable streets.

See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4063 Steven Geurin

4064 Steven Jackobs

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I strongly support the no-build alternative. Expanding I-35 to such a size will likely induce further demand for
road usage, increasing vehicular traffic through the heart of downtown. This will result in more noise and air
pollution, and a decreased quality of life for those living nearby.

See response to comment #6.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process. Doing
nothing is not an option. I support a robust public engagement program continuing after September 24th to
study design refinements including multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and bike/pedestrian
enhancements.

4065 Steven Knebel

9/9/2021
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Email

I appreciate your time and attention.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT. We have a vested interest in the continued sound growth of Central Texas and have
offices in Downtown Austin and Downtown Round Rock and I-35 is a key mobility corridor for our clients and
our people. A thoughtful and creative design and build that joins the Central Business District and Central
Corridor with the fast growth of East Austin will benefit our Region for many generations.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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I support moving forward with the build alternative as identified by TxDOT. This project provides long overdue
congestion, safety and mobility improvements. The department has identified a good solution that balances
multimodal needs, E-W connectivity and other community concerns.

See response to comment #7.

I urge you to seriously consider removal of the current version of 35 and replacement with a boulevard at
street level. Reroute or bury 35's traffic underground.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.

Austin and every other Texas city deserve better options.
Building a few new lanes is NOT going to decrease congestion. It will only expand capacity.
Getting around Austin should be quicker and more pleasant.
There will be enormous health benefits due to reduced pollution
Displacement and geographic segregation of minority populations will be addressed

4068 Steven Riley

9/22/2021 Email

Thanks for your time.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4069 Steven Skeele

8/10/2021 Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please consider use of progressive design-build contract in lieu of design-build procurement. A progressive
design-build (PDB) procurement and award during development of schematics / alternatives can remove
underestimating / overestimating of project costs. PDB will perform the detailed cost analysis and bring costeffective, innovated solutions and benefits to TxDOT and public. A progressive approach, such as PDB, to a
multi-billion capital project will assist in project costs credibility, transparency and efficiency.

Comment noted.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Do NOT just expand the highway to add more lanes. That won’t fix the problem and you’d be displacing
several businesses and people’s livelihood. Invest the extra money to do this right and lower the highway and
give the land back for public use and local transportation. This is hands down the better alternative for not
just Austinites but both Texans and non-Texans traveling through town to get to their final destination.

See response to comment #7.

Despite it being legislatively mandated based purlely on being cheap, I have never appreciated TxDOT's
culture of wider and higher are better, and community or human scaling be damned. Doubling down on bad
planning from the 50's isn't planning, especially when most of that planning was founded on racism.
Nevertheless, I will assume that most folks at TxDOT are well-meaning and will do their best, despite what I
see playing out in Houston.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #685.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #160.

If every option except wider and higher (e.g. traditional highway, just more of it) isn't feasible because of the
limitations and problems associated with downtown, then this solves the problem. If you can't accommodate
the through traffic of I-35 through the bottleneck of downtown with more and more lanes, then move that
traffic elsewhere. No one takes TX 45/130 because it is a toll road, and because it is out of the way. But if you
swap TX-130 and I-35, or even create a 35E and a 35W, as you prefer, then the problem is solved.

It would undoubtedly be cheaper and faster to make TX-130 as high and wide as TxDOT could ever hope to
achieve than it would to do the limited widening that can be done in Central Austin. At the same time, rework
I-35 without the need for accommodating through traffic into something more local, more beautiful, more
human, and more community-minded. Restore all crossings, accommodate pedestrians and transit, and add
more green space.

Then create incentives/mandates for traffic. If swapping TX-130 and I-35, then make the new I-35 free, and
make TX-130 through downtown a toll road. Or remove tolls altogether, redesignate as 35-E and 35-W, and
keep very high speed limits on 35-E, and very low, strictly enforced limits (e.g. 55 mph) on 35-W.

I'm understand why in the 1950's having the interstate highway run through the heart of town made sense.
But this isn't the same world, and there is zero reason that we have to live under the constriction of that
ancient paradigm. It's time to think of new ways to move traffic efficiently and maintain community in dense
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urban areas.

Doing what we've always done, and doubling down on formulas that were based on racism as much as they
were on outdated traffic models and urban planning concepts won't get us anything but more division, more
inefficiency, and more waste, while not improving traffic one bit.

I have no idea what the roadblocks are to my idea, though I imagine they are primarily legislative and
contractual, and perhaps even federal. But that doesn't mean they can't be overcome. There is absolutely no
reason that we have to keep widening I-35 as a gash through the middle of a growing, dynamic urban core
just because our grandparents thought that was a good idea, whatever their motivations. This is our time,
and our Austin, and our lifestyle, and TxDOT, it is our road. Not yours. It's about time you listen to the voices
of the people, more than just perfunctorily, as you will even this comment.

Thank you for this outlet for my future frustration. I live right next to I-35 downtown, and will put up with the
construction of a bad plan for a decade I'm sure.

4073 Steven Tyson

9/17/2021 Email

4074 Steven Wise

9/22/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request,
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

I oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35
Capital Express Central project. That highway is an anachronistic monstrosity that divides the city on racial
lines, creates a brutal heat island, and introduces an unreasonable amount of noise and air pollution. The
current scope of the proposed project would only worsen these problems without bringing sufficiently
compensating benefits. The city should pursue more desirable alternatives to widening I-35, such as
teleworking, car pooling, and use of mass transit.
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I reject ALL TxDot build alternatives and support NCINC

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Sorry that the rest of this message is boilerplate, but I agree with it.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Considering that the 130 toll road was initially touted as an alternative route to help reduce traffic on I-35
through central Austin, it would make better sense to direct such funds proposed for widening I-35 towards
instead paying off the 130 toll road, and making it a freeway. A better light rail system, which Capital Metro is
already working on, would also help take pressure off the central Austin stretch of I-35.

4078 Sumit Dutta

9/1/2021

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please seriously consider the Austin City Council's proposals for the I-35 Capital Express Central project. Please See response to comment #6.
do not widen the land footprint of the road, destroying adjacent community buildings. I am a frequent cyclist, See response to comment #33.
and the many cyclists in Austin need a less wide high-danger footprint to cross to get across I-35. The Austin
See response to comment #1427.
City Council's proposals and Rethink35's concepts offer much-needed solutions that taxpayers like myself are
willing to pay for.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I studied Urban Design in school and from that plus real world experience, I understand that widening
highways never works to quantitatively reduce traffic and turns out with more cons than pros in the end. We
need a sustainable city, with sustainable ways to get around, and an emphasis on public transit, and bike able
pathways. That’s the only way to reduce and improve traffic and ones experience of the city.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4080 Summer Cacciotti

9/24/2021 Virtual
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As a long-term Austinite who has watched Austin grow and expand over the course of decades, I oppose any
expansion of I-35. It's time to look at transportation solutions to the city that are not car-reliant, and
expanding I-35 is a step in the wrong direction. No more of the city should be sacrificed to make space for
more cars.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4082 Sunihith Daggubati

9/17/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I implore y’all to work on demand side issues over creating more lanes! More lanes will just eat up more land
and will not reduce traffic! Also who rides bikes near a highway?
There will be so many drainage issues regardless of the engineering work. This is not a long term solution
either. The moment you add more lanes people who are currently taking alternate route will just fill it up
again!
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

4083 Sunnie Lee

4084 Sunny Pate

9/13/2021 Virtual
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Form
9/20/2021 Email

I want us to invest in and expand our public transit system. We should be working to make Austin quieter and
cleaner. I would like to see us stop pouring money into more highways and more traffic. I live a block away
from 35 and it’s the only thing we dislike about our neighborhood. I feel that we can only decide the future of
35 after establishing some other solid transit alternatives.

See response to comment #8.

Hello,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.

As an Austin resident, I must respectfully request that TXDOT does NOT expand I35 for several reasons (Also
increasing lanes does not diminish traffic- it actually makes it worse!).
It’s racist in origin. The initial creation did not take land from West Austin where predominately wealthy,
white people and downtown resided. I35 delved deep into East side where historically marginalized people
lived and still do live here! It was and is a physical representation of segregation- we do not need to add to
the divide.
Expanding the highway will also increase emissions, pollution, and will be adding to our already dire climate
crisis.
I don’t want to see homes and businesses displaced.
I would personally love to see more options for economically/ecologically conscious public transport that is
accessible to all of our residents.
I believe this expanse would be a great mistake.
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Hello,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #1427.

I recognize that there are layers and layers of complex issues that impact this project and that the team is
trying to "thread a needle" to a solution. I want to offer four points that I feel strongly about - as do many of
my neighbors.
1). Keep the horizontal width of this expansion as narrow as possible.
2). Make sure that auto and pedestrian/bike connectivity from East to West is maximized at best and
maintained at a minimum.
3). Do NOT build a bridge to connect East to West between Cesar Chavez and 6th - especially at 3rd St as we
most definitely do not want to introduce cut through traffic through 3rd St in East Austin as it is single-family
residential. I fear that 18-wheelers (and all types of vehicles) coming from the Convention Center would use
a bridge in this location to avoid the very dense intersection at Cesar Chavez by cutting through the
neighborhood.

4086 Susan Bergstrom

9/22/2021 Email

4). The bridge at Cesar Chavez is a nightmare for pedestrians. Either: widen the sidewalk and put guardrails
on both sides of the sidewalk like the one for the pedestrian/bike crossing at Lady Bird Lake or build a
pedestrian/bike crossing further north - at 2nd St for easier access to Palm Park.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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[Email may be viewed in its entirety in the section entitled "Emailed Comments."]

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.

IH-35 expansions will become a stranded investment.
There is a low cost visionary alternative.
Cars are dangerous, expensive, and now they are killing our planet.
Sadly, the IH-35 expansion will solve nothing. Its assumptions are wrong. It will not improve traffic congestion.
The $5 billion cost cannot be justified. It will be a stranded investment.
How do we know this? Look around. Autonomous technology is edging into the mainstream. The pandemic
has accelerated the pace of change. Ten year forecasts for teleworking happened in one week. Young people
are voting with their wheels—bicycles, electric bikes, fold-up bicycles with small tires, seated and standing
scooters, even pedicabs, trikes, unicycles, wheelchair user innovations—and in some green cities, golf carts
and neighborhood electric vehicles (NEVs). They are proving that if you offer an easy, breezy, low cost, green
alternative, young people will choose it in droves.
RethinkX, an independent think tank, forecasts a stunning disruption.
“We are on the cusp of the fastest, deepest, most consequential disruption of transportation in history. By
2030, within 10 years of regulatory approval of Autonomous Vehicles (AVs), 95 percent of U.S. passenger
miles traveled will be served by on-demand autonomous electric vehicles owned by fleets, not individuals, in a
new business model we call “Transport-as-a service” (TaaS)… TaaS disruption will have enormous implications
across the transportation and oil industries, decimating entire portions of their value chains, causing oil
demand prices to plummet, and destroying trillions in investor value—but also creating trillions in new
business opportunities…and GDP growth.”
Unfortunately, we are moving forward with blindfolds on, failing to see what is right in front of us.
Paradigm changes are hard for all of us. As Henry Ford, said, "If I'd asked people what they wanted, they
would have said, 'A faster horse!'" Throughout U.S. history, it is proven that change rarely comes from the
industry incumbents. It takes the "power of the outsider."
If we make this mistake, our children will pay a horrendous price for decades to come—lost
opportunities, billions misspent, environmental negligence, stark inequities, and a massive stranded
investment.
What if instead we tear off the blindfolds? What if we seize this once-in-a-century moment to conceive and
roll out a new, clean energy, resilient transportation system that serves everyone?
Let's really "build back better." What if by the year 2026, we can have a $1+ Billion safe, protected
infrastructure for micromobility largely financed and built by the private sector? What if we mobilize Austin's
extraordinary influx of employers to incorporate this protected network as an element in their developments?
What if the City's job is to connect these elements?
What if this innovation enables Cap Metro's transit system to become more accessible to all? What if this
network could provide "first- and last-mile" access to transit stops? What if 20-30+ percent of Austinites' trips
shift to micromobility?
What if we call this infrastructure our LEAN network (for Low Emission Alternative Network)? And the many
modes Tiny Transit.
At last Austin could cut CO2 emissions on a meaningful scale. What if this action could eliminate 500,000
metric tons of CO2 emissions by 2026?
We can begin today, literally. An insertion of 190-words in City of Austin land development code would
require new construction to incorporate 12-foot wide, safe low speed, protected pathways for low speed, low
cost, low stress, low emission micromobility. The language can be modeled after that of Peachtree City,
Georgia, known as "the city of golf carts."
This innovative approach has universal appeal. Everyone knows someone who was killed or suffered a life-
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long injury in a car crash, or someone isolated by lack of mobility, or someone older and afraid to venture
onto our roads, or someone who cannot afford a car in our car-centric city. As one friend brightly told me
when she learned about this approach, "My children can never take away the keys to my self-driving tiny car!"
Imagine the difference that this easy, low cost, low speed option could make in the lives of poor people, our
aging population, or families that can't afford the average $8,600 annual cost of owning, operating, insuring,
parking, and maintaining a conventional size car. You shouldn't have to own a car to participate in Austin's
economy. Safe, protected networks for micromobility advance the cause of equity and inclusion for all.
Most far-sighted employers, developers, and homebuilders will welcome the opportunity for their sites to
become a part of the network because it will make their properties more appealing and more marketable. I've
talked with leaders in small cities in Central Texas who see the potential for a LEAN network to connect their
cities with Austin employers. Visionary technologists see that this network is an ideal platform for low cost
autonomous technologies.
Sound far-fetched? Just imagine what it was like when the car disrupted the horse and buggy. The
barriers to adoption were enormous. There wasn't a single gas station in America. There was no oil industry.
There were few surfaced roads anywhere. There were no mechanics. No one knew how to drive. Our
forebearers started from nothing and had to build everything in a world that moved much more slowly than
our world today. And yet with all of those obstacles to overcome, in the twenty years between 2005 and
2025, cars became 95 percent of all vehicles on the road.
Today, every day that this requirement is not in place is a lost opportunity. Once the built environment is
built, it is expensive to retrofit and requires taxpayer funds.
So what will it be? A stranded investment that perpetuates a system designed by the great-grandparents of
today's Millennials? . . . or a safe, resilient, low speed, low cost, inclusive, low emission future?
Today we have the technology, the rights-of-way, the vehicle design know-how—everything we need. Don't
let anyone tell you that this is too hard or that it will take decades to meet the defining challenges of our time.
Let's seize the opportunity to make our region safer, greener, kinder, more affordable, more inclusive, and
more resilient, with livability for all.
Note: I have the distinction of having served as project manager or senior editor for the three long-range
economic development plans spanning 20 years, that served as blueprints for Austin leading up to today.

4089 Susan Graham

9/15/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1616

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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4091 Susan Harrell

4092 Susan Karnovsky
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Austin is touted as a 21st Century city with forward-thinking ideas but our transportation is stuck in the last
century. It is critical to include an alternative that does NOT expand the highway's footprint. Require a robust
alternative be added so it can be reviewed. Lanes were being added to IH35 when I drove into Austin for the
first time 50 years ago - and it has never stopped. Please add such an alternative. Thank you.

See response to comment #6.

This is a once in a lifetime opportunity and should be conducted with foresight. Taking the cheaper widening
See response to comment #19.
route is not the way to go. My vote is for the Reconnect Austin proposal to bring East & West Austin back
See response to comment #33.
together with keeping the high-speed pass-through traffic underground. All the long-haulers need to be
separated from the city traffic. There must be funds within Biden's reconstruction plan that can be used,
especially as it will bring the city back together as one, instead of the original racial segregation divide. There
is also an opportunity for more bicycle/pedestrian paths. By separating the 2 modes (local vs. thoroughfare) of
traffic, it has the potential to bring down the level of roadway injuries and fatalities. Perhaps there is also
funding in Biden's Climate Change policy to plant more trees over the freeway and allowing more mass
transit. We don't want another Katy freeway disaster.
"The sole intent of this comment is to inform landowners about the power of eminent domain and the
Comment noted.
process of condemnation as they are applied and followed in Texas. Also some items
have been included for landowners to consider when faced with condemnation."
Hopefully, Tx.Dot will choose a plan that doesn't require any oif these actions. on Robinson Avenue off of
38th1/2 St.
Please note: The link to the following report is not a substitute for competent legal counsel or a competent
land appraiser:.
Robinson Avenue homeowners off of 38th 1/2 St. are urged to print out the layman's glossary on page 14
at this link: https://assets.recenter.tamu.edu/documents/articles/394.pdf .
Scroll to page 14
The report itself is long, but it is written for the layman. If you own a home, it might be good idea to
understand the words you may hear in the future regarding your property.
Words matter.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4094 Susan Marshall
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Comment
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I request that the planned I35 project through central Austin extend to 51 St. We need to reconnect east
Austin with neighborhoods west of I35. As a Hyde Park resident and a committed walker, I35 is a boundary I
am fearful to cross. This plan makes it worse. We need a smaller footprint for this interstate north of
downtown where there are many university students and vibrant neighborhoods who are NOT in cars. In
Dallas they sank a major highway and built a park over it so formerly segregated spaces are now connected.
Please use some imagination and reconstruct I35 to avoid demolition of existing structures and to reconnect
Austin neighborhoods to correct the harm done by the original construction of I35. This is vital for our city
and for the safety of residents in central Austin neighborhoods.

See response to comment #1427.

Thank you,
Susan Marshall
4203 Avenue G
Austin 78751
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. I am a distance walker who regularly uses central Austin streets and
(spotty) sidewalks. I have been limited to the west side of I35 for safety reasons and waited with anticipation
TxDOT's plans for reenvisioning I35.
I was disappointed by the lack of imagination in the proposed plans for I35. I have visited the Dallas park
space placed above the highway that now runs underneath the street and had hoped that, after decades of
racial, ethnic, and class segregation created by the construction of I35, Austin would again be reunited. We
need creative planners who made Dallas more livable, walkable, and united.
Despite its promise, TxDOT has not completed a full and robust study of meaningful alternatives. Instead, it
has taken one creative design off the table, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seize 32 acres of
land and destroy more than 140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin
is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
For the sake of all citizens, but especially those who reside in central Austin, please get actively involved and
ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
In these times, we need a united Austin. The current plan continues to divide us, to our detriment.
4096 Susan Moffat

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

4097 Susan Moffat

4098 Susan Pantell
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Comment
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8/13/2021 Virtual
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Comment
Form

Please reinstate the no-build option for consideration, or alternatively, keep the current footprint in place
throughout Austin by tunneling and/or using cantilevering lanes. In short, build no higher or wider than the
current highway and do NOT take more of the adjacent land/homes/businesses.

This project is far too disruptive and expensive to produce just two HOV lanes, which will not make an
appreciable dent in traffic conditions and will not be monitored in any case.Please consider the communitygenerated alternatives that have been put forth instead.
I strongly oppose TxDOT's plan to revise Interstate 35 through central Austin. The addition of up to 20 lanes is
a huge waste of taxpayers' money. Adding all of those lanes will only lead to induced demand and more
congestion in a few years. It will involve taking valuable land for the right-of-way that is needed for additional
housing and retail.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

Community groups in Austin have proposed three viable alternatives that TxDOT dismissed without adequate
analysis. The citizens of the Austin area have made it clear we do not support the huge boondoggle that
TxDOT wants to build. Your thinking is antiquated regarding what is needed and required for transportation in
2021. We must reduce vehicle emissions because of climate change and address the huge congestion and
safety impacts caused by vehicles. TxDOT's plan does the opposite.
You should seriously reconsider the plans put forward by Rethink35, Reconnect Austin, and the Downtown
Austin Alliance and the Urban Land Institute and revise the plans to reflect some combination of what they
are proposing.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I oppose TxDOT's recent proposals for the I-35 Capital Express Central project. TxDOT plans to widen I-35's
footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than 140 local homes and businesses. Their proposal is
outdated and will make the traffic worse, not better.
TxDOT is ignoring the community and denying a thorough study of meaningful alternatives, including
proposals by Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two
alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address
community needs. All alternatives should be independently studied and should address transportation choice,
access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax
base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4100 Susan Pascoe

4101 Susan Pascoe
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The proposed I-35 expansion would have a huge impact on the future of Austin. We don't need to let them
dictate the future of our city. Please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with city of
Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
I DO NOT support increasing the I-35 ROW, I sincerely believe we need a plan that encourages depressing the
highway through the central part of the city with the inclusion of caps and stitches. We need a process that
unifies this city. We need to be forward thinking, We need to develop transportatiob with an eye to the future
- differenet transit opportunities, less reliance on personal autos, more transity opportunities.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #4324.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4103 Susan Somers
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4105 Susan Somers
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
As Vice Chair of the Urban Transportation Commission, I am very aware of the destruction this proposal from
TxDOT will create, while providing little real benefit in terms of congestion or urban development. TxDOT is
not keeping its promises to Austin. We should oppose this plan and get something better.
This proposal is not what Austin was promised. We need you to commit to NO HIGHER, NO WIDER. we need
you to not tear down businesses and homes. We need NO elevated sections and a FULL CAP of the highway.
Please listen to the community and remove this scar on our city.

[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Participating
Agencies."]
To the Capital Express project team:
At our September 2021 meeting, the City of Austin Urban Transportation Commission passed a
recommendation regarding the I-35 Capital Express Central project. I am attaching the final version of our
recommendation so that it may be included as part of the official public input.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #1427.

Best,
Susan Somers
Vice Chair, City of Austin Urban Transportation Commission
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

TxDOT is coordinating with the City of Austin and other local
agencies to align plans, where feasible and appropriate, while
conforming with state and federal requirements. TxDOT hosts
several weekly and monthly coordination meetings focusing on
the overall improvements of the program. Topics include:
· Bike/pedestrian accommodation
· Cap Metro coordination
· Community values
Where possible, TxDOT is incorporating elements of the City of
Austin’s current Bicycle Master Plan, the Austin Strategic
Mobility Plan, City of Austin Vision Zero goals, Austin’s Climate
Equity Plan, and adopted neighborhood plans adjacent to the I35 corridor.
·
Bike/pedestrian accommodation

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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The current options are just more of the same, without regard to any realities: If you add more lanes, they will
be congested in no time with ever more cars. We need to get cars out of and stop dividing our cities. There is
a simple solution: buy and fix the (barely used) toll road that goes around our city and stop all highway traffic
going through Austin. The current section of IH-35 that goes through Austin can be turned into a local, much
smaller street, with dedicated lanes for busses or even a rail connection and green spaces. Don't force your
old-fashioned way of thinking onto our community!
I think semi trucks should be required to use 130 if they are traveling through without a stop

See response to comment #19.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

·

Community values

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I have lived in Austin for 13 years. I love this city, but my least favorite thing about is its overreliance on cars
and poor infrastructure for pedestrians. These problems are caused in part by major highways--especially I35--cutting directly through the city.
When I first moved here in 2008 as a broke grad student with no car, I learned that there was a Target store
nearby on Cameron Rd. So, I decided to walk there to buy some supplies for my new apartment. I was
dismayed to find that I had to cross I-35 to get there. Thanks to directions from a very kind panhandler at 51st
and I-35, I managed to make it across--but it was not a pedestrian-friendly route, to say the least.
It didn't take me long to learn that this was the rule, not the exception. I spent years after that attempting to
get around Austin without a car, often eliciting stares as I crossed highways and walked on major
thoroughfares where sidewalks came and went. These routes often felt dangerous, especially for a woman
walking alone. But, how else was I supposed to get around?
Some things have changed since 2008. Some sidewalks have improved dramatically thanks to the mobility
bond. But the highways cutting through the city still make it next to impossible to be a pedestrian. By now I
have a car, but I wish I didn't have to. I-35 also continues to reinforce decades-old racial and income barriers,
leading to the worst segregation I have ever seen in any city. In short, I-35's unavoidable presence continues
to be a major problem that makes this city less equitable and less livable.
Expanding I-35 will only worsen these challenges. If I-35 was even wider than it is now, do you think I would
have made it to Target that day in 2008? Probably not. I wonder what would happen to the people who need
to walk across I-35 every day just to tend to their basic necessities?
A wider freeway will make this city even less walkable than it already is, and even more segregated than it
already is. It will reinforce the barriers that make Austin a less enjoyable and less equitable place to live. And
worse still, it won't fix our city's traffic problem.
Why spend money to make a severe problem even worse? I sincerely hope you will reconsider this misguided
plan.
4110 Susana Carranza
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Expanding roads to fight traffic is not a viable solution, as it is well known that more roads lead to more cars.
The answer to traffic is to invest heavily in public transportation to discourage the use of cars as the primary
means of commuting. It is better for the environment, it is better for the commuters.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

Another concern about the alternatives being considered is that they will widen I35, which will increase
separation between East and West and displace a lot of business.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Cannot fathom the congestion if IH-35 Central project was tabled or worse turned into a Boulevard.

See response to comment #7.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.
I am so disappointed the creative proposals by the community are dismissed - what a lost chance to
reimagine! You should consider more than money when thinking of these impacts. State projects seems to
only every come down to money, when this project could reconnect the divided city and try to help the
climate crisis. There should be more caps and stitches with room for green spaces and safe bike and
pedestrian lanes. I live in the affected neighborhood and it is truly ridiculous trying to safely walk or bike
across the highway at any point. Removing the business on the freeway will ruin the houses in that section
that will now have highway backing even further up in their backyards. This beautiful neighborhood, built
before I-35, has so much noise, light and air pollution because of the highway. I would propse rerouting it all
together - why does the highway run through a major city and not around it? In any case, capping it through
the central city and adding more trees and bike/walk friendliness is what I value and support.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
Austin traffic is bad enough without adding a massive, expensive construction project to the mix. Lane
expansion has proven time and time again to increase congestion by increasing the number of cars on the
road. Please don't waste our time and money on something that will only make things worse and instead
invest these resources into public transportation to encourage fewer drivers on the road.

See response to comment #7.

Please don’t widen I35; please listen to our community! We are facing a climate crisis that fossil fuel
dependency and sprawl will only make worse. Please don’t take more land and further harm the east Austin
community. We need to decrease the highway’s footprint, invest in alternate forms of transportation, and
reconnect our city.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #1427.
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See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #247.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4119 Sylvia Moore

9/11/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I do not support either of the current plans that TXDOT has for the I35 expansion of Central Austin. I have
lived in Cherrywood for almost 10 years and strongly believe that a vibrant, creative city like Austin needs a
much better plan that unites the two halves of this city instead of further dividing it. TXDOT needs to go back
and look at the other options from the community (Rethink35, Reconnect Austin) that heal the I35 divide that
we've had for too long. It should be put back to a boulevard and make the through traffic go around Austin
on 130.
The SCAR that I35 has been through this beautiful city center needs to be FIXED, not made bigger and wider
and more concrete.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
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Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I do not support expansion of i35. I would support more rail line service and dense housing near transit.

See response to comment #8.

I think the sunken tunnel idea is the best way to preserve the downtown area. The extra money from property See response to comment #15.
taxes skyrocketing could contribute, but if it’s the only way not to move businesses that is just the actual
project cost. The businesses being displaced were there when I was a child growing up. It would be a shame to
displace them. I also think adding more bridges over the river would help spread out the cars.
I35 should not be a thoroughfare for between city traffic. There are other highways that loop around the city
that can and should be reframed to host the traffic that moves between cities. By redirecting traffic that
doesn’t need to be in the city outside of it, such as semis, you decrease the number of vehicles on the road
significantly. You then would not need to shut down businesses that have been in Austin for generations. The
road would be safer as it would only be for within city traffic. We shouldn’t be considering only what is right
for the road- we also need to consider what is right for the city. I35 was designed to segregate Austin. We
need upgrades to the highway to take the freeway out of the city center, and connect east and west Austin
equally to the city center. Adding greenery, walking paths, maintaining existing buildings, and moving traffic
outside of the city are the way to do it. Building tunnels, though expensive, is far superior to the two plans
you’re still considering.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

Email

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I currently live in District 1 with my husband and daughter, and we attend Escuelita del Alma preschool which
will be demolished under this current plan. We are so grateful for the incredible care they have provided since
our daughter was three months old. Escuelita del Alma has a long history in Austin, and the I-35 Cap Ex.
Central design threatens to destroy the school and community where 200+ Austin families (many of them
leaders in their community) send their children.
The highway footprint design should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary
Cemetery. This accommodation is reasonable, promotes the goals of TxDOT, and preserves the existing
homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless destruction. This is a simple solution
that should be accepted and implemented immediately.
There are better and more creative options to consider as well, including moving traffic to SH130. The
rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an
excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.
Let's grow responsibly. Destroying treasured Austin institutions is not the right way to grow.
4128 Tammany Girten
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My name is Tammany Girten and I’ve been a resident of Austin for 18 years. I currently live in District 1 with
my husband and four-year-old daughter. We’ve sent our daughter to Escuelita del Alma since she was 3
months old and are so grateful for the incredible care she’s received. Escuelita del Alma has a long history in
Austin, and the I-35 Cap Ex. Central design threatens to destroy the school and community where 200+ Austin
families (many of them leaders in their community) send their children.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

The highway footprint design should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary
Cemetery. This accommodation is reasonable, promotes the goals of TxDOT, and preserves the existing
homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless destruction. This is a simple solution
that should be accepted and implemented immediately.

There are better and more creative options to consider as well, including moving traffic to SH130. The
rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an
excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

Let's grow responsibly. Destroying treasured Austin institutions is not the right way to grow.
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It is actually insane that TxDot wants to expand I35. What is the profit motive here and for who? Because
that’s the only reason I can see for wanting to demolish homes and businesses just to add more lanes on that
hellish highway. Are y’all seriously this stupid or do you think the people of Austin or gullible enough to let
you get away with this nonsense?

See response to comment #160.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #273.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

4131 Tanya Lavelle

9/13/2021 Email

Too many study’s have been done showing that increasing the size of a highway only creates more traffic.
Please consider alternative transportation options before doing what has already been done and only leads to
the same outcome of over-congestion on I-35. We need less vehicles on the roads, not bigger roads.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I live in East Austin directly overlooking I-35. While I wish the whole thing could be buried underground in
order to promote walkability, I know that may not still be on the table. That said, please do not expand I-35.
More lanes do not mean less traffic. This project will only benefit people who do not even live in Austin. I
don't want downtown Austin to become one big highway that is extremely car dependent. We need to
promote transit, walkability, and urban trails -- not highways. STOP this project.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #273.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Neither of these scenarios are suitable for redeveloping I-35. TxDOT is operating in the past instead of
planning for the future. These scenarios perpetuate racist, segregationist policies and do absolutely nothing to
address traffic and congestion. Community proposals should not be dismissed, and the idea that "most" of
what the community is proposing is incorporated in these scenarios is absurd. Please- for the sake of
everyone who has to take this road, go back to square 1 and do not implement either of these disastrous
scenarios.
We need more alternative solutions that don't involve increasing the size of I-35 in the city. More ways to
connect the city that doesn't involve more lanes of cars which will just be more congested again in 5+ years.
Reduce the congestion, not put a bandaid on the problem.

I would like for my statement to be included in the public comment for the plant put forth recent for I-35
through central Austin. The proposed plan is totally outrageous. It's the opposite of what was promised ("no
wider, no higher ring a bell") and what the community wants. We need to limit, not expand the divisive and
irresponsible footprint of the interstate system in central Texas, not expand it. It's also unconscionable to
destroy property and housing in central Austin for an ineffective highway expansion that will only invite more
congestion, pollution, community destruction, and division. If the state was trying to develop the worst plan
for Austin, y'all found it!
I support the burial of I-35 downtown Austin. Comparable to the Big Dig in Boston, the tunneling of this road
way will help streamline commercial traffic, provide space for street level development of the surrounding
areas, and make room for improved public transport in between downtown and further east in the city. This
will help encourage economic growth not only in the downtown areas, but give an opportunity for a new
wave of improvements for all of east Austin.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #685.S

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #15.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Although I use I-35 everyday and I am an architect in Austin who loves new development, especially when it
helps the city. I don’t want Austin to become the concrete wasteland that is Dallas or Houston. This expansion
will force people out of their businesses and homes, something that is already happening at an alarming rate.
The money spent on this expansion should be spent actually giving resources to our homeless citizens who
need our help. Not into the pockets of the individuals who are working to “help the homeless”. Please please
don’t expand this highway and instead invest the money into the lives of the people of Austin. Put the money
towards humanity and not more concrete. I am happy to wait in more traffic, please help these people.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
You plan needs to be no wider or higher than the 35 we have today. Displacing local businesses which are the
heartbeat of austin is not the answer. Please go back to the drawing board as you prioritize a better, more
Efficient, well thought out plan tefficient, well thought out plan that will not drain taxpayer money. You can
do better.
I do NOT support the expansion of I-35 in Austin. Widening highways does not reduce traffic. It will have a
negative impact on Austin locals through the destruction of businesses, homes, and increase of urban sprawl.
Austin needs sustainable infrastructure for public transportation and more livable area, not a bigger freeway.
We should be supporting Austin residents in their businesses and homes, not turning the city into a glorified
parking lot.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Im writing to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of
the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4142 Taylor Steed

9/22/2021 Email

4143 Ted Chauviere

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

4144 Ted Matthews

9/9/2021
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Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I'm opposed to any plan that flattens properties on the sides and adds more lanes. It will be terrible for the
environment and climate and will quickly fill back up with congestion anyway like every highway expansion
like this does.
If alternative 2 and alternative 3 are the only two "moving forward" plans on the table right now, I am behind
the 'no build' option.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.

See response to comment #7.
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4145 Ted Matthews

4146 Ted Meredith

4147 Ted Piper

Entry
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9/24/2021 Email

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/11/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
if anything I-35 needs to be reduced and all through traffic diverted around downtown. Nothing about this
plan will help residents (especially those it will displace) or mitigate the growing transportation problems for
our city.

See response to comment #7.

Only an investment in real public transportation and an immediate stop to delusions about massive highways
doing anything but harming our communities will begin to fix our problems.
TxDOT has invited public comment on the I-35 Capital Express Central project several times, but each time it
has responded with designs that do not represent community input. I do not feel that my voice is being heard.
I oppose TxDOT’s current process and plans and I do not support TxDOT carrying Alternatives 2 and 3 into the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement because:

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.
See response to comment #273.

Expanding I-35 to 20 lanes will induce more than 100,000 additional vehicle trips per day through the center
of Austin--increasing emissions, degrading air quality, exacerbating human health conditions such as asthma,
and ignoring Austin’s Community Climate Plan target of net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.
Expanding I-35 to 20 lanes will result in at least 142 displacements--more than a third of which are minority or
low-income--and consume up to 32 acres of central Austin, reducing the City’s ability to fund essential
services through property taxes.
Alternatives 2 and 3 are practically identical; meanwhile, Alternative 1, which would have kept TxDOT’s
promise of “no wider and no higher”, has been removed from study before the public could even comment on
it and no community alternatives are being meaningfully considered.
None of the alternatives treat central Austin neighborhoods as having the same walkable character as
downtown; Alternatives 2 and 3 do not provide any new crossings in north central Austin that would connect
communities, improve accessibility, and allow safe crossings where people need them and none of the
designs fully depress all highway lanes in north central Austin.
None of the alternatives provide physical protection for pedestrians and bicyclists from vehicles but they all
include frontage roads up to four lanes wide--which encourages more speed and crashes. They also show
raised and tunneled crossings that impair accessibility, lengthen walking distances, and create indefensible
and unattractive places for people who aren’t in vehicles.
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4148 Teresa Anderson

Entry
Source
Date
9/13/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
This proposed project is a waste of money; they should give those funds to ProjectConnect and other mass
transportation projects. TxDOT creates congestion and they need to stop it. What if South Mopac was a train
instead of a new freeway? I want my city to be more like Barcelona and less like Houston.

4149 Teresa Sansone
Ferguson

9/21/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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4150 Terese Ferguson

Entry
Date
9/9/2021

Source

Comment

Response

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1427.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I recently attended a virtual presentation of the various options that were considered for I-35 and find it
unacceptable in our city to destroy more homes and businesses to create a wider I-35. All members of our
society need to actively push to remove the physical barriers that have separated East Austin from West
Austin.
It only makes sense to completely recess I-35 and provide a seamless connection once again in our city. Partial
connections will not remove the barriers.
Require commercial traffic that is currently passing through the center of our city to use TX-130.

4151 Terese Ferguson

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
The scale of this project is such that it must take into account the collateral damage to the quality of life to
those that will be displaced by this project, those that will have to live with the noise and pollution, and to the
City of Austin community. The social segregation that I-35 has imposed on Austin needs to be undone--not
increased.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.

During many times of the day, the predominate traffic on I-35 is 18-wheelers that are passing through the
city. That traffic should be prohibited from going through the center of Austin and be required to use
alternative routes.

Widening I-35 will not address traffic problems as can be seen in other cities in Texas where TxDOT
implemented that strategy.

4152 Teri Adams

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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I suggest you take up the motto "Do No Harm" and see what creative solutions will do to improve our quality
of life.
Spend the money to make it nice. Be bold and forward thinking. Route more traffic especially trucks around
on 130 somehow. Seize the toll road, for example.

See response to comment #19.
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4153 Teri Sarver

4154 Terrence Henry

4155 Terri Bolin

Entry
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9/24/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
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9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/15/2021 Email
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Response

Austin does not need a giant wide interstate highway through its heart! Your argument that much of the
traffic is bound for Austin itself is not true. Just the name "interstate" tells you that. Local traffic, including all
our bedroom communities that work in the city, can use the existing highway. Regional mass transit could
finally be viable for those bedroom communities.

See response to comment #19.

I35 through traffic should be moved to 130 and 130 should be re-designated I35. If you build it wider, more
traffic will soon follow and we'll be back in the same situation of congestion except that we will have a giant
highway. Think about Houston! NO NO NO. We have a beautiful city. We should not have to accommodate
traffic that is just passing through on the way to Dallas and other states. Move it East!!!
We do not need to add lanes to I-35, we need to reconnect our city and make transportation more equitable
and accessible. I strongly oppose the expansion of I-35 and hope TxDOT will reconsider this proposal.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #1427.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

4156 Terry Burgess

9/9/2021

Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

4157 Terry Likens

8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

You need to take all Lanes of I-35 and make them go southbound. You then take the toll roads by eminent
domain to include mopac all lanes to go the opposite direction NB. I would then implement stop lights to
slowly introduce traffic onto the lanes.

Comment noted.

Then work with the local municipalities to create more one way streets on the secondary avenues. NO LEFT
TURNS. Creating a one way grid of traffic flow.

I would then make sure no exiting is done on the left hand side where the previous northbound traffic lanes
were this would still cause traffic to need to exit on the normal routes and exits....

4158 Terry Mitchell

9/15/2021 Email
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This would provide Express traffic to stay in the left hand Lanes to make it through the city. The cost of closing
Lanes on the northbound side would be minimal in comparison to the overall construction plans the city has
or are considering.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT. PLEASE GET THIS COMPLETED!
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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4159 Terry Ridgeway

4160 Terry Snider
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Response

I try to submit this to everyone I can. Take the 18- wheelers off of I-35 like Atlanta does. There are fines for
using the major interstates through town there. There are now alternative roadways available here in Austin.
Even though they may require a toll, it would not equal the $500 to $1000 fine that Atlanta imposes. Free tolls
were provided when 130 opened and the 18 wheelers did not use it. You have the ability right now to help
yourselves on this expansion you are going to do.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4161 Terry Thurgood

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As an Austin native since 1951, please do not pursue the endless widening of IH35 thru Austin.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #15.

Widening - At what cost long term:
* At the last 20 yrs of growth and assuming for the moment that growth slows in another 3-4 yrs,
IH35 will always be capacity restricted.
.* Why is I30 abandoned for rerouting thru traffic
oh, that's right.....it's private and not within TXdot control.
* All the air & water quality problems that come with increased traffic.
* Make downtown Austin dingy will be TXDot's slogan for widening rather than tunnelling or rerouting.
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Think LONG TERM!!!!!!

Sincerely

4162 Terry Wootan

9/16/2021 Email

4163 Tex Obie

9/24/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4164 Theodore Sopher

9/11/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Cap and stitch more areas of 35

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.

DO NOT INCREASE LANE SIZE, it's well known this will not help decrease traffic.
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increase more pedestrian and trail paths

9/11/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

Response

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

4166 Theresa Zelasko

9/9/2021

Email

20 lanes is too many. The houses that will be lost are too many. The people that will be affected are too many.
Please look at other alternatives.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I am writing to strongly oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as
part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project. I travel on I-35 every weekday while commuting to and from
work. It is far from ideal, but merely adding more lanes will do nothing to alleviate problems stemming from
this travel corridor.
Expanding I-35 would further pollute our air and exacerbate climate change, create deafening noise over 75
decibels in surrounding neighborhoods, and likely kill more people than any other traffic corridor in Austin. An
expanded I-35 is not a solution to any current problems about transportation or traffic in our city. To top it
off, TxDOT has clearly stated that it won't even solve congestion.
Please join me in opposing I-35 expansion plans, pushing for community alternatives to be studied, and
ensuring all local plans are met. All alternatives should be independently studied and should address
transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life,
economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
community plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
We should create better connections on the 183 and 71 to drive traffic AROUND traffic, not through Austin!
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4168 Thomas Butler

9/11/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4170 Thomas Davis

9/2/2021

4171 Thomas Downing

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I was sad to see Alternative 1 go, but I understand due to the massive upfront and continued maintenance
costs. Out of the other 2 options, I would prefer Alternative 2, but if we could incorporate some of the options
from Alternative 1 like cantilevering the access road lanes over the expressway, that would be awesome.
More than anything else, I want to express my desire to have the ability to easily cap portions of the interstate
in large parts of the downtown area. If we could cap a small portion of the downtown interstate at the same
time as building the interstate, I think that would be enormous for gaining the public's approval. I love the
Rose Kennedy greenway in Boston and 1.5 mile cap from Cesar Chavez to Manor or Dean Keaton would be
INCREDIBLE. Hell, why don't we just go all out and truly build it bigger and better and make it 3 miles all the
way up to Airport. In all seriousness, i think this plan makes a ton of sense if we incorporate some caps as
well. The added economic benefit of truly stitching the city back together and enabling development closer to
the interstate with the use of caps will more than pay for the upfront cost.
I moved here four years ago from Dallas after living there for over 20 years. During that time the Clyde
Warren Park was built over Woodall Rogers freeway. The park has helped reunite parts of the city long
divided by roads and politics. I was disturbed to discover that the option for creating a similar space in Austin
by covering over a portion of I35 has been removed from consideration. Such an solution could reunite parts
of Austin split apart since 1928 and provide a beautiful park area. Please reconsider!

See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #1427.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4173 Thomas Goss

4174 Thomas Grice

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/11/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I think the major lanes should be below ground level with parkway drives at ground level. The parkways
should not be for high speed thru traffic. There should be covered areas at several locations to provide
connectivity between east and west neighborhoods. RE: Clyde Warren Park in Dallas.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1644

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

4175 Thomas Jones

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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4176 Thomas Lanning
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4177 Thomas Logan

4178 Thomas Madisin

9/9/2021

Email

9/17/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I have sold my car, and I bike everywhere in Austin. Navigating from the east side of I-35 to the west is not
only extremely hazardous, but it's also hideous, hot, has horrible air quality, and lacks the charm, community,
and all the beautiful aspects of Austin that make people want to live here. By expanding I-35, instead of going
in the opposite direction of tearing it down, you are turning Austin into a city that fewer and fewer people will
want to live in. Instead of expanding our highways, let's build high density housing and mixed-use
neighborhoods, so more people can walk and bike to the amenities and jobs they need access to!
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

4179 Thomas O'Reilly

4180 Thomas Temperli

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

I disagree with the plan to expand the highway as currently designed. Not only would it be an eyesore, it will
do nothing to alleviate the traffic issues over time, creating only more demand on the roads.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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4182 Thomas Vinson

4183 Tiago Soromenho
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The design for I-35 Central should not widen the highway, should not result in any more height, and should
not result in any properties being taken by eminent domain. The lanes should be lowered if possible. A cap is
preferable to enable parkland or development, but lowered lanes without a cap would still be acceptable as
long as the highway footprint is no wider than it is today. We should not be using taxpayer money to take
properties that contribute to the tax base and could potentially be redeveloped to provide housing and
economic development. A wider highway will result in more blight around the highway and exacerbate the
barrier effect I-35 already has on the city. A better idea would be to route through traffic around the city via
SH 130, so that I-35 only needs to handle local traffic - this would make it easier to design a highway with
lowered lanes in the current highway footprint. whatever the design the guiding principles should be LOWER
LANES and NO WIDER FOOTPRINT.
No higher and no wider for I 35. Instead I ask TxDOT listen to the people who live hear and carefully
constructed two plans, reconnect Austin and Rethink35. This will cost the State less and will solve long term
problems.

See response to comment #6,
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #4324.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
We should be diverting I-35 pass-through traffic to an Austin beltway type system so that 18-wheeler trucks,
and other private and commercial vehicles that don't need to go to downtown Austin take a route around the
city, reducing the congestion they encounter passing through downtown. This would also help serve
expanding communities around Austin that rely on woefully inadequate smaller streets, helping to more
evenly distribute traffic in a wider area, which would spur additional economic development in those areas.
The portion of I-35 that cuts through downtown should instead be reduced, not augmented, in terms of
capacity, and instead turned into a more pleasant boulevard that provides additional retail and dining options,
generating more revenue for the city, rather than taking away from it, and eliminating the division between
East Austin and the rest of the city that resulted from past shameful racist zoning policies. Turning the current
downtown i-35 section into a unifying surface, tree-lined boulevard would be the best option to make up for
decades of segregation, instead of expanding that divisive, polluting (both noise and fumes), and constantly
congested interstate that doesn't belong IN our city.
Please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 result in a better, cleaner, more pleasant and
economically successful Austin, instead of perpetuating and compounding a divided Austin.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4185 Tiffany Hoffman

8/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

4186 Tim Bauer

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Thank you for your thoughtful proposals. I'd like to surface that much of the neighboring business and
residential displacement could likely be avoided by leaving the upper deck (and extending it) and converting it
to the HOV lanes while expanding the main sections of IH35 to incorporate the planned expansion of main
lanes, entry and exit lanes, as well as SUP lanes. I know the core of the plan is looking to take down the upper
deck, but as a native Austinite, the upper deck is part of Austins iconic downtown highway system.
Repurposing the upper deck could better benefit the neighboring owners / tenants and potentially reduce
project costs and timelines. Additionally for each bridge / cross-street (i.e. airport, 51st, etc), could you
include in the plans a U-turn lane so as to avoid requiring cars to make 2 left turns at stop lights? (Ex. Recently
added U turn lane installed at Oltorf). As traffic volume on cross streets will increase as well including this in
the initial plans will help ease future congestion at these junctures. Thank you again for your wonderful work
towards helping manage Austin's growth!
I oppose TxDOT’s current plans for expanding 1-35 in Austin, and I do not support TxDOT carrying Alternatives
2 and 3 into the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

See response to comment #316

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.

Instead TxDOT should turn the current I-35 in the center of Austin into a “business route”, and redesignate
existing highways that already loop around the city center — like SH 130, US 183, and SH 71 — as I-35.

* TxDOT already knows that freeways shouldn’t go through the center of cities. In many places across Texas,
including 11 stretches of I-35 alone, TxDOT has designated non-freeway lanes that run through city centers as
“business routes” while the larger freeway loops around the city center.
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* Expanding I-35 to 20 lanes will induce more than 100,000 additional vehicle trips per day through the center
of Austin — increasing noise and emissions while degrading air quality. And it will result in at least 142
displacements —more than a third of which are minority or low-income — and consume up to 32 acres of
central Austin.

At the very least, other alternatives should be considered that do not widen I-35 through the city center. “No
higher, no wider.”
4187 Tim Bauerkemper

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Route the main I-35 onto SH130 from Georgetown to IH-10.
Route Business I-35 onto Hwy 183 then onto SH45 to Buda.
Route Hwy 81 onto Airport Blvd.
Remove I-35 from LB/Town Lake to north Austin.
Reclaim/Restore/Rebuild East Avenue from Airport Blvd to LB/Town Lake.
Add rail transit to East Avenue with a hub at uTexas; especially for sporting events.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #8.

4188 Tim Burris

9/15/2021 Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

4189 Tim Crowley

9/14/2021 Email
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Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State. As
you hone in on a final design, I encourage you to continue to give thorough consideration to requests for
alternate engineering and design features that will make this project a model for the nation, a generational
investment for which all Texans can be proud and a local asset, especially for those who live with its impact
daily.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4191 Tim McCarthy

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ens
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” TxDOT is ignoring that
promise and community pleas, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful alternatives, signaling its
intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than 140 local homes and
businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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4193 Tim Taylor

9/15/2021 Email

4194 Tim Taylor

9/21/2021 Email

4195 Tim Thomas

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Comment

Response

am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure that
our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I am fully in support of the expansion and completion of I35 through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the strong options that are on the table for expansion. It is important to move forward with one
of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through downtown can occur and keep Austin
moving.
This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas.
As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and
decisive action to transform this critical stretch of Texas infrastructure into a roadway which will
accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
I a writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by
TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Please do not widen IH-35. With Climate Change an ongoing reality this is simply a boondoggle. If you must do
something please cap and connect.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #30.

IH-35 has had the same amount of traffic for over a decade. Destroying property and generating pollution for
a road that we cannot use long term is pointless. You know this won't help congestion so what is the point?

We will either reduce demand to combat Climate Change or Climate Change will reduce the number of us.
Either way this road expansion will not be needed.

Please just stop.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I-35 has divided the city long enough. We need a new plan and approach that optimizes the long term
benefits of a redesigned I-35 through Austin. Many expert groups with diverse community representation
have studied various options and have provided some great recommendations. I particularly favor the ULI's
Cap and Stitch approach. That said, the proposals from Reconnect Austin and Rethink35 are also far better
than the short-sighted, more of the same (widen and further divide the city) being proposed by TxDOT.

4197 Timothy Brown

9/9/2021

Email

We have a once in a generation chance to capitalize on the funding to do this right. We can address the
needed highway capacity while also creating beautiful park and community space that connects central and
west Austin to east Austin. This will greatly benefit the entire community for decades to come. Please do not
let "traditional" highway lowest cost construction mindset squander this opportunity. Please work with across
the many community and governmental organizations that want to improve Austin to replace the current
TxDOT plans with a modern urban transportation transformational program that we can all be proud of.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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$12 billion overrun, corruption, mismanagement, deception, and five deaths, was Boston's Big Dig worth it?

See response to comment #6.

“Absolutely. Ten-fold."

~Timothy Love, the president of the Boston Society of Architects

The real challenge is can TexDOT do it without billions in overrun, corruption, mismanagement, deception,
and death?

If 'Yes', then do it, it's a long term investment in the future of the city. if 'No', then I question TexDOTs ability
to plan. Wider is not the answer to every problem.

4199 Timothy Cubbisont

9/10/2021 Email

https://www.boston.com/cars/news-and-reviews/2015/01/05/can-we-talk-rationally-about-the-big-dig-yet/
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4201 Timothy Edwards

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Instead of expanding I-35 through central Austin, please create a permanent bypass around the city core.

See response to comment #19.
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4202 Timothy Heighway
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

4203 Timothy McCool

8/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Also please consider alternatives such as routing more traffic via the 130 toll road, or consider models from
other cities like a ring road, not sure why all that traffic needs to route through and pollute Austin city
It is essential that we take into consideration the ongoing crisis of global warming into this construction plan.
It's irresponsible for us as a city to move forward with any additional widening or lane additions to I-35 as it
moves through Austin. We need to think about the world that our children and grandchildren will be left with.
Adding more capacity to this roadway will only exacerbate the current problems we have. We need to stop,
look at all of the data we have in front of us, and realize that it is telling us that adding more lanes to a
highway will NOT in any way reduce congestion. Nearly everyone who lives in Austin is crying out for alternate
means to get to work, get into town, run their errands, and more.

See response to comment #30
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4204 Timothy McCool
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, especially Rethink35's boulevard proposal. TxDOT’s two
alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address
community needs. All alternatives should be independently studied and should address transportation choice,
access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax
base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4205 Timothy Miller

4206 Timothy Ruttan

9/10/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Scale the I-35 project way back. Different work patterns and Autonomous vehicles will help traffic immensely
without more concrete

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1657

No.

Commenter Name

4207 Tobin Wiegand

Entry
Source
Date
9/13/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4208 Todd Dicken

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I am writing to voice my opposition to this idea of expanding I-35. It will not solve our transportation issues.
4209 Todd Gerlach

8/11/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I am saddened that txdot has abandoned the ideas of tunneling a portion of 35 through downtown (alt 1) and
is now pushing forward with an even larger/wider highway dividing the city.

See response to comment #33.

It would have been nice if a consolation to the community alternatives would have been to pursue at least
some capping of the roadway to enable creation of some of the ideas presented. Even the study showed that
only an addition of $220M for some caping seems like a small amount given the size of the project and would
have gone a long way with community support for the project and disruptions that it will create during
construction. Instead txdot has just said "you want it, you pay for it", so much for community relations.

All of that being said of the two alternatives that are continuing to be pursued - I am more in favor of
Alternative 2. I don't see much difference between the two other than the differences south of the river and
my opinion is that keeping everything below grade would be better than having elevated managed lanes
which would create more noise and eyesore to area neighborhoods.
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To end things on a positive note - as an avid recreational rider and bicycle commuter, I am excited to see the
shared use paths throughout the project and see myself using many of the improved paths and connections
when complete in the future.

4210 Todd Gernert

4211 Todd Ingarfield

9/8/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/16/2021 Email

I know some people consider this a radical idea -- but we should give serious thought to moving the interstate
OUT of the downtown area entirely. Turn it into a boulevard, and re-route non-Austin commercial traffic to
130.

I don't know if this is a perfect idea. But it should be considered.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4212 Todd Mattson

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Do not tear down all this stuff in the name of adding two more lanes that will continue only to more traffic on
I-35. The outer roads function perfectly fine as they are to get around traffic. Build a trainline down the
middle of I-35 instead. With park and rides at each stop. Problem solved.

See response to comment #6.
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4213 Todd Mattson
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4214 Todd Musick

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
r I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #685.

Time and time again, expansion of highway systems has proven only to add to traffic congestion - MoPac
being a prime example right here in Austin. SH130 was constructed with the intent of lessening the burden on
I-35. It has failed miserably. The Katy Freeway in Houston, and the LBJ Freeway (Loop 635) and Central
Expressway in Dallas, are other examples.
Despite feigned promises from Texas Transportation Commission Chairman, J. Bruce Bugg, stating that, “Our
commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher,” TxDOT is ignoring its duty to local citizens (and the State) to
conduct a full and robust study of meaningful alternatives. Instead, TxDOT is laying the preliminary
groundwork to widen I-35's footprint and create the world's largest parking lot in the center of Austin. I-35
needs to be usable to the more than two million people in Austin and surrounding communities along the
corridor. Please make sure I-35 through Austin is improved, not worsened.
TxDOT has legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to seriously consider
meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban
Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical and neither will improve
congestion or safety. Please hold TxDOT accountable. We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals
that address community needs. All alternatives should be independently studied and should address
transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of life, economic health
(including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals,
and values.
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I believe that the current plan negatively impacts minority residents and businesses who will have the
properties destroyed to add extra lanes.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.

I also believe we are careening towards climate catastrophe, and plans like this enable people to pretend that
this isn't happening by planning for major increases in traffic, when increased traffic will destroy the planet.

I support the RETHINK35 recommendation to turn I35 into a boulevard. I believe there is a significant portion
of Austin's population who would prefer to bike, walk or take public transportation options. Let's build a
future that incentivizes transportation options that are NOT planet-destroying, and let's remove I35 from
downtown Austin completely.

4216 Todd Rountree

9/22/2021 Email

4217 Todd Savage

9/9/2021

Email

Todd Pruner
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

4218 Todd Shelton

9/10/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4220 Tom Forrest

9/13/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1663

No.

Commenter Name

4221 Tom Hedrick

4222 Tom Kolko

4223 Tom Moore

Entry
Source
Date
9/15/2021 Email

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
This project is very much needed. At the end of the day, people are multiplying and more roadways are
needed now and will be much needed in the future.

See response to comment #7.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

See response to comment #7.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4224 Tom Noonan

9/9/2021
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Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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4226 Tom Stacy

9/10/2021 Email

4227 Tom Stacy

9/24/2021 Email
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners: <BR> <BR>Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one
of the most chronically congested roadway segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway
is often called the Main Street of Texas, all Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this
critical stretch of infrastructure into a roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we
are experiencing in our great State. <BR> <BR>Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete
support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as proposed by TxDOT. <BR> <BR>Thank you for your
consideration of this request.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital Express Central design process because
doing nothing is not an option. I ask that a robust public engagement program continues after September
24th to continue to study design refinements that includes multi-modal elements, east/west crossings, and
bike/ped enhancements.
Please preserve the crossings at
• 41st to Wilshire (as shown in Alt. 1)
• Red Line Trail (as shown in Alt. 2 +3)

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #7.

Comment noted.

This can be done by moving the ramps, likely further north.
4229 Tom Wald

9/12/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

4230 Tom Wald

9/24/2021 Email

4231 Tommy Kosarek

9/8/2021

4232 Tommy Kosarek

9/9/2021

Virtual
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Meeting
Comment
Form
Email

[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]
Please see the attached letter as our additional input for this open house period for I-35 CapEx Central.
Yes, this is a critical moment. Only one chance to do this the right way. I wholly support the Reconnect Austin
alternative. TXDOT's option is a purely traffic engineered option that has no heart and would further divide
this city.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Yes, this is a critical moment. Only one chance to do this the right way. I wholly support the Reconnect Austin See response to comment #33.
alternative. TXDOT's option is a purely engineered option that has no heart and would further divide this city.

4235 Tommy Vinyard

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #33.

4236 Tommy Vinyard

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

4234 Tommy Pho
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Very disappointed in the options TXDOT has presented. Instead of a proposal that thinks toward the future of
transportation, the future of Austin, and the betterment of the crucial central Austin downtown corridor, we
are stuck in the past. The proposals for an expansion to a 20 lane highway will not solve the traffic issues that
plague Austin. They will become a prime example of induced demand (I.e. the Katy Freeway). Why would we
not want something more akin to proposals such as ones from Reconnect Austin? Submerge I-35 or narrow it!
Reclaim that critical land to use for Austin’s future! Don’t fall into the trap of expansion upon expansion of I35
that will not fix the underlying issues.
Extremely disappointed in the “options” that TXDOT has presented. They are not forward thinking and do not
do what is best for the environment or austin. The proposals for an expansion to a 20 lane highway will not
solve the traffic issues that plague Austin. They will become a prime example of induced demand (I.e. the Katy
Freeway). Why wouldn’t we actually take advantage of and use the SH130 toll road or the expanded 183 toll?
We should reclaim the 35 corridor for the people of Austin with the bonus of creating a ton of new green
space in a prime Austin location. I fully support the proposal of Rethink35’s proposal for making 35 a
boulevard. You are the Texas Department of Transportation now, not the Texas Highway Department. Please
do not force expanded highways onto a project that does not need them or an area that does not want them!
Think for the future of transportation in this area and critically think about what return will be gotten from
this investment. Don’t just fall into the same old trap of highway expansion that will create the exact same
issues 5 years after the project is finished.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #685.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
The two leading proposals submitted by TxDOT do not do anything to address the problems that the city is
facing. The proposals tout that the solutions will help mitigate congestion downtown, but during public
hearing TxDOT has directly said that their plans are not meant to fix the traffic problem. Why would we spend
$4.9 billion on a project whose proposed solutions do not solve the problem? This is a once-in-a-generation
opportunity to transform downtown Austin for the better. Let the traffic of downtown take alternate routes
that do not travel right down the middle of the city (SH130, US183). Over the last 20 years, the amount of cars
travelling down I-35 has not increased. We do not need to expand I-35. What we need is to rethink the way
that we solve traffic problems by providing and encouraging alternate modes of transportation (this means
investing in these alternate modes INSTEAD of encouraging continued highway expansion). Imagine the
possibilities for a downtown Austin corridor that supports/encourages forms of transportation other than the
automobile, all while not expanding the current footprint of I-35!
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
For me, I would fully utilize the newly created public transit corridors running down I-35 if we were to
follow/implement ideas such as Rethink35's proposal. I would love bicycling down a dedicated bike lane into
the middle of downtown Austin, and I imagine that many others feel the same! I would also fully utilize the
dedicated public transit lanes that could be created as well. With these dedicated lanes, our public transit
system as a whole could become more reliable and more robust. Not only would these things be great for the
people of Austin by reducing the need for car dependency (which has a disproportionate impact on the poor),
but they would also greatly help Austin in reaching its goals to fight climate change!
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I support Walk Austin's campaign; we must INSIST that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, such as those
proposed by Reconnect Austin, or Rethink35. I especially like Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in
analyzing the future of I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review,
under the National Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community
alternatives.
I think that the design alternatives for I-35 presented thus far are but mere, minor variations on a very basic,
major highway expansion, much like the Katy Freeway in Houston, a highway expansion that fails to ease
congestion as it only encourages more people to drive. An expansion, as currently proposed, will only make I35's impacts on the community worse - increasing pollution, noise, and vehicle accidents.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please open this project to full public process, to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 to have thorough reviews and citizen input.
We have a chance to make a beautiful, community-positive change to this area of I-35, one that can unite the
city and inspire visitors to envision what a greener city can look like. I imagine something as wonderful as the
raised railway park/walkway in New York, or, closer to home, San Antonio's popular Riverwalk!
If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.

4239 Toni Rayner

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Thank you for your attention to this matter!
Please do not make IH35 any worse!

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #4324.

I do NOT want the footprint of IH35 to be any larger than it is currently. I support lowering the roadway, as
possible. And respecting local neighbors’ ideas for the project.

The future of transportation MUST be communal. Excellent multi-modal commuter networks of trains, busses,
etc can reduce the need for EXPENSIVE Automobiles.

I’m grateful for My Car, because current public transportation in AustinTx doesn’t meet my needs. But it costs
me money 24/7/365.2, whether I drive it or not.

More roadways are not the best answer.
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BE the best possible solution.

Thank y’all

4240 Toni Rayner

9/24/2021 Email

4241 Tori

9/1/2021

4242 Tori Vogel
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Please do not make IH35 any worse!
I do NOT want the footprint of IH35 to be any larger than it is currently. I support lowering the roadway, as
possible. And respecting local neighbors’ ideas for the project.
The future of transportation MUST be communal. Excellent multi-modal commuter networks of trains, busses,
etc can reduce the need for EXPENSIVE Automobiles.
I’m grateful for My Car, because current public transportation in AustinTx doesn’t meet my needs. But it costs
me money 24/7/365.2, whether I drive it or not.
More roadways are not the best answer.
BE the best possible solution.
Hello,
I wanted to know how I can view the updated proposed plans for the project.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #4324.

Comment noted.

I would like to comment that I am opposed to eliminating the Holly Street exit. As a resident in the East Cesar
Chavez area, I can comment how frequently that is used as a main artery for the neighborhood and is an
important connector that helps alleviate more traffic from the next exit.
Please let me know if that is still one of the options/if there is a way I can comment opposition to that
particular potential change.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
I am writing today to express comment that the I-35 work is good to complete but that the Holly Street exit
should not be removed as it is a critical connector for everyone in the Holly neighborhood along with the ever
expanding number of individuals living in the Rainey street area. We need to keep that exit/under bridge
passthrough for a connection/not to erase those neighborhoods. Additionally, we have people who live under
the bridge and should not have to lose their home.
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #7.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
I have lived in many cities throughout my life and Austin is definitely my favorite. As our city continues to
grow traffic will also increase and expanding the highway is not the solution. It has been proven that
expanding highways only makes congestion works. Also spending money on I-35 is counterproductive to
incentivizing the use of public transit.

4244 Tracey Cole

4245 Tracey Sparkman

4246 Tracey Wallace

4247 Traci Laird

4248 Tracy Cornelius
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Comment
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9/24/2021 Email

The downtown area is obviously the heart of Austin and I-35 continuously divides the city. Adding more lanes
will remove valuable space and close more local businesses. The last thing we need here is more concrete for
cars. A large portion of Austin is already consumed by roads, parking lots and parking garages.
I am vehemently opposed to a project that will cost billions and invite more cars on the road. It’s nonsense.
“Build it and they will come.”

See response to comment #6.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Please come up with an alternative option beyond the two currently presented. Don't expand and don't build
up. Decrease the highway, add caps, add stitches, make the I35 corridor part of Austin's growing communtiy
(we need the space honestly!). Please don't just expand. Please don't just take land next to the highway with
people's homes and livlihoods. Don't punish Austinites for a road system that has segregated us. Fix it,
instead. Make it better. Make it greener. Make it less of a scar.
1-35 needs to be rerouted around the city like other major highways in Texas. That or it should be buried
underground. We can not have this major interstate highway dividing the city right through the center of
town.

See response to comment #7.

I'm writing to register my opposition to the Capital Express Central project as currently proposed by TxDOT.
The 2 currently proposed plans will displace neighbors, maintain the east-west divide, and be inadequate for
traffic flow improvement as soon as they are completed.

See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.

I am asking TxDOT to go back and reconsider other proposals such as the Urban Land Institute Panel's cap and
stitch design, and the Reconnect Austin proposal to bury I-35 through the urban core. (I do not agree that the
latter should be abandoned based on safety concerns only - further study is required as this solution has
worked in other major cities.)
Please consider a more creative approach for the future of our city, and consider assigning monetary value to
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making our city more equitable, liveable, beautiful, and environmentally responsible for the people who live
here rather than just focusing on construction dollars and building more lanes.

4249 Tracy Frank

9/17/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I completely agree with Chris Riley in his 9/17/21 Austin Chronicle opinion piece: "Running I-35 through the
heart of the city wasn't just a hapless mistake; it was a deadly blunder with racist underpinnings. We now
have a once-in-a-generation chance to rethink this decision. Let's get it right this time."
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Dear Chairman Bugg and Honorable Members of the Texas Transportation Commission,

See response to comment #831

As a leader at St. Edward's University, I am writing today to express my support for the ongoing I-35 Capital
Express Central design process. I echo the comments submitted by university President, Montserrat Fuentes,
PhD:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
St. Edward’s University’s 160 acre campus sits just west of I-35 in South Austin. Many of our 3,500 students
and 800 staff and faculty rely on I-35 daily, as they travel between campus, home and other workplaces. This
roadway is critical infrastructure and directly impacts the operations and transportation connectivity to our
campus.
I-35 is seriously outdated and needs transformation through Austin to accommodate the rapid and immense
growth locally and across the state.
Accordingly, I am writing today on behalf of St. Edward’s University, to express my support for TxDOT to carry
forward Alternatives 2 and 3 of the I-35 Capital Express Central design for detailed analysis in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement ahead of the Fall 2022 Public Hearing.
As plans move forward, I request TxDOT carefully consider alternatives to demolitions and other negative
impacts on businesses and homes east of I-35. In our city, I-35 is a racial and social dividing line and has
caused harm to generations of minority and marginalized communities in East Austin. The Capital Express
Central project is an opportunity to engage neighborhoods and address inequities.

4251 Tracy Wuster

9/22/2021 Email

University leaders are prepared to discuss this project and its impacts on St. Edward’s property, operations,
and educational mission.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

4252 Travis Glenn

4253 Travis Holler
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Comment
Form

9/21/2021 Email

Time and time again we have seen that highway expansion projects *do not* improve transportation options,
quality, or access for Texans.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

Bigger roadways with more lanes only mean more, typically single-occupancy, vehicular traffic. It doesn't get
anybody anywhere faster - or safer - it just means more people are now stuck in the same old mess.
Please do not expand I-35 through central Austin - this is not an appropriate solution to the challenge of our
growing city. Invest in alternate modes of transportation, support changes to residential density zoning . . .
there are multiple other ways to address these issues that don't involve kicking the can down the road - and
making the problem worse in the mean time.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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9/17/2021 Email
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studies have shown that expanding highways not only DO NOT reduce traffic, but in fact adds more
congestion over time. I propose a no build - reroute solution. Reroute I-35 bypass traffic along 183 to 71. The
current I-35 stretch from 183 to 71 becomes a boulevard with a reduced speed for Austin local traffic. An
example is Lake Shore Drive in Chicago. If 183 to 71 is not an option, one could also use 130 as a bypass.
possibly starting where it diverges from I-35 now or around Parmer lane.
Either of these solutions seems preferable and cheaper than upheaving neighborhoods and businesses along
I-35
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Hello,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.

If you will not consider the cap method through the urban core, then no work should be done on IH-35
through downtown Austin. Best to reroute traffic around the core via 183, and other tolls.

I fully support the "do nothing" alternative, which will do no harm. Both options on the table will cause
permanent harm to our City.
Please defer construction until Project Connect is finished/substantially complete.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #19.

Comment
Form
4258 Trevor Goodman

9/17/2021 Email

Hi,
TXDOTs plan for I35 is ridiculous and will only lead to increased demand for I35 in downtown Austin.
There are several other options which should be considered, such as converting 130 into the I35 route from
South Texas to North Texas.
TxDOT is ignoring the needs of local residents with its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of
land and destroying more than 140 local homes and businesses.
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires that they seriously consider meaningful alternatives
for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and
Stitch.

4259 Trevor Hackett

9/10/2021 Email

Please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans,
goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Two components have been de-prioritized in the planning of the changes to i35. One is climate change.
Alternatives 2 and 3 make accommodations for the Project Connect plans which are underway, but they do
not bolster Project Connect's goal of reducing highway traffic in favor of foot or public transit. 85% of i35
traffix from Airport to the river is local traffic. The most environmentally friendly way to facilitate Austinites
travelling around the city is to provide public transit and bike-friendly paths for people to utilize. I oppose the
plans for encouraging more car traffic, which is not what local communities need.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #30.
See response to comment #273.

The second is the division in Austin between East Austin and the rest of the city. Alternatives 2 and 3 do not
provide enough caps and stitches to connect the whole Austin community and bring justice to the neglected
East Austin community. The Project Connect goal of making the highway not a barrier that needs to be
crossed but a space that can be utilized is impressive and will make Austin a better place to live. Please
propose another alternative that will facilitate local, pedestrian-friendly east-west travel in Austin instead of
bolstering an existing division in our community.
"no wider and no higher" - Commission Chair J. Bruce Bugg, February 2020

See response to comment #6.

The only thing good about these proposals is that TxDOT has stopped lying to Austin about its intentions to
make a bad situation worse for central Austin residents and businesses. There's no good faith attempt here to
solve problems creatively and with the interest of Austin in mind -- it's simply "moar lanes!" The community
feedback process has proven to be a sham of taking ideas from the community and discarding them in the
interest of the most lanes at the lowest cost. If you won't work with us, we'll see you in court.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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4263 Trevor Scott
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9/21/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Before I get to the canned stuff below that I wholeheartedly support, I want to talk about Stars Cafe on the I35 Frontage Road & E 31st St. I adore this restaurant. Every time I'd visit my mother in Austin our first stop
was for migas & a booth. It's the little places like Stars, & the dozens of businesses & homes slated for
demolition in these two build options, that make a city a vital urban place. Widening I-35 is a sin for so many
reasons (financially, environmentally, racially) but that sin of demolishing a part of a city to speed travelers
through it is paramount.
Do not expand this highway. Tear it down, the send the traffic via TX 130 (& US 183, TX 130 or TX 360) & build
out CapMetro's Project Connect lines.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
4264 Trevor Vossberg

4265 Trish Merrill

4266 Tristan Shinnick

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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WHO just released another report with much stricter guidelines on pollution. We should heed the advice and
not build more pollution driving infrastructure.

See response to comment #6.

I do not support widening IH 35. Too many businesses will be destroyed. I do support reconsideration of
options that include burying and capping at least some of IH 35 through downtown. I think it is important to
listen to the residents who have been harmed by this disconnection.

See response to comment #160.

This will be an overwhelming detriment to the residents and local business owners of central Austin as well a
further, inching closer to permanent, erasure of Austin’s culture. Go underground.

See response to comment #15.
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Making highways wider does not improve traffic. All we have to do is look east to Houston and see evidence
of this.

See response to comment #6.

Comment
Form
4267 Troy Burke

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I-35 fractures communities in Austin and widening it would be a disgrace to the city and culture here.
As a resident that lives near Airport and I-35 seeing this neighborhood make way for more highway is
disappointing and displeasing.

4268 Troy Gilbert

9/24/2021 Email

We have to find a new way for mobility in Austin and the answer is certainly not widening I-35. This is a waste
of taxpayer money that is delaying the inevitable traffic jams that will clog the new lanes of 35.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4269 Troy Hales

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I am a frequent user of I-35 and I have seen firsthand how much we are in need of an expansion to ensure
that our local and state economy can continue to thrive. I fully support the expansion and completion of I-35
through central Austin.

See response to comment #7.

I appreciate the strong options that are on the table for expansion. It is important to move forward with one
of the three options to ensure that the expansion of lanes through downtown can occur and keep Austin
moving.
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This project will impact Central Texas for decades to come, and I look forward to seeing innovative solutions
and long-term thinking as part of this project to improve this major artery of our city, region, state, and
nation.

4270 Turner Brown

9/16/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I was born at Seton hospital in 1985 and have spent the majority of my life living in either the Cherrywood or
Windsor Park neighborhoods and am a current Windsor Park Resident. As a long time resident of East Austin
living directly adjacent to the proposed expansion areas, I know full well how terrible this particular section of
I-35 is designed and its impact as social and physical line of segregation within the city. I also have historical
perspective on how much the city has grown since I was born and the changing needs for transportation.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.

Having said all of that, I cannot support the proposed expansion of I-35 because the impacts will be only to
the further detriment of the businesses and communities in the area that have long born the brunt of the
negative effects of the freeway. Furthermore, the supposed benefits of expansion are not supported by
decades of evidence that adding lanes only serves to increase demand without reducing congestion.

The proposed expansion would mean the displacing many, many longtime residents and established
businesses and entirely removing them from the tax rolls. I have a very personal connection to one such
business that would be affected: Escuelita del Almas. My five month old son attends Escuelita del Almas and I
am one of 200+ parents who would be deprived of quality childcare from a beloved fixture of the community
if the current plan goes through.

4271 Turner Kerr

8/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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I understand that I-35 must be dealt with in some form or fashion, but I would only support a plan that would
call for a narrower interstate that would preserve the existing buildings on the frontage road. I would much
prefer a plan that reimagined the portion of I-35 going through the heart of the city as a boulevard,
potentially with managed underground lanes, with through traffic directed around the city where it is more
appropriate (potentially using existing infrastructure such as 183, Hwy 71, or SH-130)
Please embrace the cut and cap plan connecting downtown to east Austin. The last thing the corridor needs is
further unusable separation running through our community.

See response to comment #13.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

4273 Tushar Advani

9/16/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

4274 Twila Hankins

9/10/2021 Email

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
Thank you for the work that you do for the People of Austin and for our City .
I live in Senior Housing at RBJ I hope that you will remember that studies have shown that there is a higher
risk of Alzheimers ,Dementia ,Parkinson, ,and hearing loss from the constant road noise.
I will not reference those studies because they are easily accessed on the internet .I hope that you will refer to
them.
I shudder to think of how much more damage could be done without our Park and the trees in Austin .
The respect that Austin has for trees is the first thing that I embraced and admired ,without that I may have
gone back to the Pacific Northwest .
I love Austin and the friendly people and those of you that work to make our lives better .please consider
other solutions ….. like making the Big Trucks stop passing through the City ,that would reduce pollution and
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traffic accidents …and the constant noise from them ,and the damage to our hi-way through the city .I would
think that Austin deserves this change.

4275 Tyler Alley

9/9/2021

4276 Tyler Booker

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Form

4277 Tyler Hallberg

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/15/2021 Email

4278 Tyler Jensen

Email

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
The proposed builds won't go far enough in erasing gridlock to justify this sort of spend, lengthy construction
& displacement. It will be logistical hell for locals to navigate for years, only for the ultimate mediocre result
to be that the same old cars will be going the same old ways, just a little bit faster. I'm in favor of the "nobuild" option, as I'd rather see the city and state continue to work on refining these expansion plans, with the
aided benefit of perspective brought on by this public meeting and perhaps even with more Build Back Better
infrastructure funds.
I think that the widening of I-35 will be detrimental to the Austin community and efforts should be made to
minimize the current I-35 divide between East and Central Austin not increase it. I think an increase in public
transportation would better serve the Austin community and could prevent some of the overflow of traffic
and reduce the number of Austin homes and businesses that will be displaced by the proposed I-35
expansion. Please don’t break up our city more than it already is and make efforts to reconnect East Austin.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

4279 Tyler Markham

8/18/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Please do not expand the footprint of I-35 or number of frontage lanes. Both of those actions will increase
pollution, cause more crashes and pedestrian fatalities, and generally reduce the quality of life for anyone

See response to comment #6.
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living near the highway. Furthermore, increasing the size of I-35 will have a disparate impact on minorities,
just like was intended when it was first built. Don't let history repeat itself!

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Dear TXDOT,

Response

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

Please do not knock down any local businesses or homes. The extra lanes are not worth it.
Additionally, please do not add more frontage lanes. They will further divide Austin and make it more
dangerous to cross the highway. By adding lanes, you are directly increasing the likelihood of someone dying.
Expanding the footprint of the highway will lead to more flooding and exacerbate climate change through
additional emissions from induced demand. This is not a modern highway design.
Please stop and collaborate with the community to come up with a better design.

4281 Tyler Markham

9/22/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
This project will further divide our community, increase carbon emissions, accelerate nature-destroying
sprawl, and be the direct cause of more traffic deaths.
We need to keep I-35 the same size or even shrink it. This huge transportation investment needs to be done
right, which does not involve destroying dozens of businesses and homes.
4282 Tyler Myers

8/26/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

4283 Tyler Williams

8/19/2021 Virtual
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Form
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Form
9/16/2021 Virtual
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4284 Tyler Williams

4285 Tyra Humphries
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PLEASE DO NOT BUILD ANYTHING ABOVE THE GROUND. ONLY GO BELOW. I HATE ALL THE RENDERINGS
WHERE THERE IS ANYTHING RESEMBLING THE "UPPER DECK". THAT THIS IS A DISGRACE AND NO VERSION OF
THE NEW HIGHWAY SHOULD HAVE AN UPPER DECK. CUT AND CAP IS THE ONLY OPTION FOR AUSTIN.
ANYTHING ELSE IS WORTHLESS. ALSO PLEASE CONSIDER JUST GETTING RID OF THE HIGHWAY THROUGH
AUSTIN ALTOGETHER. HOW ABOUT MAKING 183 OR 130 I-35 FOR THAT PART THAT IS DOWNTOWN AUSTIN
AND HAVE ALL THOSE TRUCKS GO AROUND AUSTIN INSTEAD OF THROUGH THE CITY. SEEMS LIKE THE
SMARTEST IDEA.
I own the property at 3421 n. Ih 35 and wanted to know how much ROW you will be taking. Please contact me
back as we are currently remodeling the building and don't want to add more money to it if your planning to
take all the property

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #4324

My company owns the building at 3421 N. IH 35. The progress coffee building and the business. Can someone
please call me to explain what is going to happen to our property. We are currently in the process of
upgrading the building to generate more business and have spend several hundred's of thousands of dollars
already. You can reach me at 512-738-6882 or TylerWGL@gmail.com

Comments regarding a specific property will be addressed
directly with the commenter or property owner.

I oppose any and all plans for widening the lanes of Ih-35 through downtown Austin. This is not a viable
solution to our traffic issues by any means.

See response to comment #6.

Comments regarding a specific property will be addressed
directly with the commenter or property owner.
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Build alternative 2&3 cut 150 ft into cherrywood. This is not acceptable. We have a thriving and vibrant
community.
Noise and air pollution, pedestrian mobility, and preservation of existing communities must be taken into
consideration.
TXDot must do better than proposing major highway expansions that cuts into existing thriving central Austin
neighborhoods.
I believe The highway footprint through central Austin should be narrowed /not expanded.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #1996.
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4287 Unji Udeshi

8/12/2021 Email

4288 Unji Udeshi

8/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

4289 Unji Udeshi

9/10/2021 Email

Build alternative 2&3 cut 150 ft into cherrywood. This is not acceptable. We have a thriving and vibrant
community.
Noise and air pollution, pedestrian mobility, and preservation of existing communities must be taken into
consideration.
TXDot must do better than proposing major highway expansions that cuts into existing thriving central Austin
neighborhoods. Seek to get input and make decisions based on Reconnect Austin and Imagine Austin plans.
TxDOT has asked for public input on this project several times, and each time has come back with updated
project information not representing community input. I don’t feel that my voice is being heard with this
project. The newest schematics for this project show an expanded highway that is not in line with the City of
Austin’s climate goals. The 2021 IPCC report showed that we are in a climate emergency, and widening the
highway will only worsen the situation. TxDOT has a responsibility to respond to this climate crisis, and do
more than provide shared use paths. I would like to see the I-35 footprint narrowed and capped to minimize
adding impervious cover & air pollution and to provide more non-vehicle transportation options.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #1996.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #30.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4291 Ursula Hammes

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4292 V. Brunow

9/22/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please if you have a soul put additional lanes through central Austin underground.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #2370.
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I am disheartened that Alt 1 is not moving forward. I35 needs to be improved but going wider and taking up
more land mass is not the solution in a dense city like Austin.

See response to comment #271
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4294 Valeria Malcomb

9/1/2021

9/9/2021
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Email

Additionally, Austin needs housing and taking housing stock out of the city to build on a wider scale reduces
that without providing an alternative. In my view, I35 does not need additional lanes. It can stay as wide as it
is, it just needs better thinking on the flow.

It seems like the cost of alt 1 was the main reason for not proceeding with it. if that's the case, why not keep
the current system (do nothing) with improved pedestrian and bike access across the highway to reduce
accidents. Yes, the flow of traffic would not improve but there are ample alternatives for through traffic
across the city. There are alternatives for local traffic.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4295 Valerie Bauhofer

4296 Valerie Dahlgren

9/17/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
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Form
9/14/2021 Virtual
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
My husband (jackwhite1931@gmail.com) strongly favor the Rethink35 option that proposes to replace the
freeway with a mixed-use boulevard and re-routes through traffic around the city. We believe in the concept
of a liveable city with an undivided urban core that is pedestrian friendly, is supportive of local business and
imposes reasonable speed limits.
Please do not widen I-35 through the heart of Austin. It will not alleviate traffic, and will destroy our
neighborhood.

See response to comment #33.

See response to comment #6.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

Comment
Form
4297 Valerie Fowler

9/22/2021 Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4298 Valerie Miller

4299 Valerie Woods

9/24/2021 Virtual
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Meeting
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9/13/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I want I-35 to be NO higher and NO wider. I want climate smart solutions to improve transit and that don’t
further divide the city.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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4300 Vanessa Alvarado
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9/24/2021 Email
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4301 Vanessa Gelvin

9/13/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4303 Vera Rappaport

9/10/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
The stretch of I-35 that runs through Austin is the worst, most congested highway in the state. It cuts the city
in two like a wound, eating up vast swathes of what could otherwise be highly valuable downtown real estate.
Its effects on the city's overall walkability and public life are pernicious - a slow poison that's been eating away
at Austin for decades.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.

Despite all this, the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) wants to expand the highway for reasons
that are difficult to fathom. Not only would the proposed expansion destroy over 140 homes and businesses,
not only would it clog up the core of the city with construction for a decade making traffic problems even
worse, but the agency itself admits that it would have little effect on traffic. This proposal is a complete
disaster that must not be allowed to take place.
The community has proposed multiple alternatives that would heal the destruction I-35 has inflicted transforming it into a boulevard, burying it underground, capping and stitching it. However TxDOT has refused
to give these proposals more than cursory consideration. TxDOT must commit to studying these community
alternatives in full and finding a way to undo the damage it has already inflicted on Austin rather than making
the problem worse.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4305 Veronica Bernal

9/9/2021

Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Our region needs to address the exponential growth in a way that doesn't continue to damage our lives, our
fragile environment and our communities. I lived and raised my children in the shadows and polluted air of
IH-35 highway for more than a decade until I could not take it anymore as I witnessed my son's health
deteriorate from the effects of concentrated air pollution.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #247.

To see both quasi alternatives 2 and 3 in which both propose widening the highway in an attempt to "fix
congestion" while continuing to rip the city of Austin apart, is a huge mistake!
I support doing something about this IH-35 through the heart of our city. I do. What we have right now is
LETHAL, DEAFENING AND WRONG.
What I don't support are the disingenuous scare tactics in which you are dismissing community-led visionary
plans such as Reconnect Austin, Rethink-35, Downtown Austin Alliance/Urban Land Institute's plans and many
others, especially when these plans respect our community's values and aspirations. Adding bike lanes and
sidewalks across this deep, loud abyss does not make it a desirable mobility option.
We are led to believe that if we "Reconnect Austin", the surrounding communities will be heavily impacted by
a car tsunami flooding our neighborhood streets. But we know drivers can adjust their routes, habits and
trucks can be re-routed to SH-130, US-183, etc. We are not afraid of vehicles on our neighborhood streets,
we are afraid of repeating mistakes from the past that put so much investment into the wrong things such as
obese highways that create more congestion, concentrate pollution, prevent children from walking and biking
to school, and ultimately kill more people.
Our city, our state, our region deserves better. I am urging TXDOT to give transit an opportunity to succeed in
our community with Project Connect's voter-approved program of mass transit first.
Once we have provided our community with more sustainable, efficient, high-quality transit options, we can
then move on to tackle replacing this highway with a beautiful, tree-lined, multi-modal avenue that serves ALL
OF US.
Listen, we know that TxDOT is not a monolithic organization. You all are our neighbors too and we know you
care deeply about the world and what you will bestow to future generations. Ask yourselves if your children
and grandchildren will be proud of you for trying to move forward on a plan that we all know and recognize
won't work and won't solve our region's mobility crises.
Ask yourselves how you would walk across this horrific barrier with your elderly parents or your infant in a
stroller? How would you walk along its edges, or across this abyss alone?
I have tried walking across this barrier, for more than a decade risking my life and the lives of my children
many times, and every single time, I wanted to cry because I know mobility is a human right and you are
depriving us... all of us of mobility at its most basic level. WALKING!
We want to help TxDoT be the hero of this story and we are giving you all the tools to do the right thing. We,
as a united community of professionals, advocates, humans implore you to not move forward with this
horrific plan that is simply CRIMINAL.
As much as I love the idea of caps and stitches, the reality is that 8-miles of "caps and stitches" is not going to
heal the existing horrific divide, not to mention that TxDOT has not included in the budget the funding for this
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massive "plastic surgery" of patches and broken stitches.
The alternatives show the removal of the upper decks, but you are not showing us any sections that reveal all
of the ramps that are also elevated and require vertical clearances. You are creating a new set of elevated
lanes AGAIN with these options. Please don't sell us the illusion that the upper decks will come down when
upper-lower roller-coaster for large vehicle ramps will emerge.
Next step in submitting this comment form, which by the way was very difficult to access, is for me to select
one of the following three boxes indicating if "I am employed by TxDOT, I do business with TxDOT, or I could
benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting". None of these three
options applies in my case since I am actually a property owner immediately adjacent to the new proposed
highway R.O.W. on Robinson Avenue in central East Austin. Where is the checkbox indicating that the value
of my property and the health of my community WILL BE detrimentally and irreversibly diminished?
I will be checking the box about the monetary impact simply because I don't want to leave the box blank and
risk my comments being dismissed as an "incomplete form".
Last but not least, these comments that I am submitting are solely my comments as Latina mother who cares
deeply about the wellbeing of our planet, our community and our region. My comments shall be construed
solely as my informed opinion and shall not be associated with any of the organizations for which I serve.
Please do the right thing and be a good steward and invest in a transformational project that will outlive all of
us and one in which we can all be proud of.

4307 Veronica Giavedoni

4308 Veronica Nelson

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Expanding I-35 in its current location will displace homes and businesses and disperse communities. A wider
highway is not the solution. I urge you to consider a solution that moves the highway away from center of a
vibrant city. Perhaps current toll road could be combined into I-35 and the existing I-35 becomes a "business"
highway. Intentionally slow and small.

See response to comment #160.

I feel strongly opposed to any changes to I-35 outlined in this plan. Houston expanded lanes in their highway
program and the result was increased traffic, not less traffic. The only way to decrease traffic is by investing in
public transportation and bike lanes. I’m strongly opposed to every detail of this project as an austin resident
and feel this is a massive waste of money.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #247.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4310 Vicky King

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I do not approve of this plan to expand to 20 lanes of the highway when the city itself can barely support 6.
the construction alone will be over budget, over schedule, and unnecessarily rehome people when the city
itself is already facing a housing crisis.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See rsponse to comment #19.

Additionally, most of the traffic is caused by 18 wheelers blocking lanes and are a danger to all on the road.
using 130, subsidized or not should be one of the solutions going forward before expanding I-35

Instead of trying to expand the highways, I believe we need to expand transit and increase bus services
throughout the entire city and beyond.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives, including community proposals Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and
the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful
alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. Those alternatives should be independently
studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, quality of
life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
local goals.

4312 Victor Butcher

9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and stand firm for the needs of Austin and central Texas.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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The alternatives being considered are problematic for multiple reasons.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #1427.

First, the fact that the project will require a larger footprint and the use of eminent domain to forcibly
relocate homes and businesses will be detrimental to Central Austin. Providing relocation assistance and
compensation is insufficient mitigation. The people displaced will most likely not be able to relocate in Central
Austin. They will be forced to completely change their livelihoods so that a few more people can commute
through Downtown. Their social ties will be destroyed and communities will be forever changed for the
benefit of commuters.
Second, TxDOT is clearly prioritizing their predetermined design methods over everything else. Going into the
NEPA process with only 2 nearly identical alternatives is unacceptable. There are multiple community design
proposals that were basically ignored since they did not fit TxDOT standard practice. This project is highly
unique and deserves thorough and thoughtful consideration of every possible alternative.
The only community consideration that the alternatives incorporate is to depress the lanes through
downtown Austin, which could be capped to stitch East and West Austin back together. However, both
alternatives increase the width of the scar between east and west beyond MLK st. This is unacceptable.
The fact is that this massive project will provide marginal benefits to the community.
A project like this cannot continue into the NEPA process with only 2 nearly identical, fundamentally flawed
designs. They are based on flawed models and metrics for transportation that prioritize the speed and flow of
automobiles over much more important considerations such as accessibility, the environment, and
community cohesion.
Ultimately, TxDOT should abandon the proposed alternatives and restart the design process, working closely
with the community and city of Austin. The models, metrics, and standards used to design these alternatives
are not only outdated, they are detrimental to the mobility of Austinites and will cause irreparable economic
and social harm. The cons far outweigh any marginal benefits provided by such a project, most of which will
only be experienced for 5-10 years after the project is complete due to induced demand pressures.

4314 Victor Maesas

9/24/2021 Email

Please develop meaningful alternatives with our community instead of barrelling through the NEPA process,
only to face further delays and controversy (as we have seen in Houston with I-45).
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #33.

Please pressure TxDOT to seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35 proposed by the community such
as Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are
basically the same. They encourage **more** driving at a time when people want alternative transportation
options that are safer, better for the environment, our health, and less financially burdening than car
ownership. We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs.
The City of Austin just passed a meaningful public transportation project, Project Connect, that is in line with
our cities environmental and transportation goals. TxDOTs vision for Austin is antithetical to the infrastructure
vision Austin residents voted for in 2020.
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I oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35
Capital Express Central project.

4315 Victor Maestas

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

The City of Austin voters just passed a meaningful public transportation project, Project Connect, that is in line
with our cities environmental and transportation goals. TxDOTs vision for Austin is antithetical to the
infrastructure vision Austin residents voted for in 2020.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #273.

Encouraging more driving seems to contradict TxDOTs vision for zero fatalities on the road. Nearly 15% of all
fatal crashes in Austin happen on i35. If you realize the induced demand by adding more lanes, more cars will
use it, and more fatal accidents will occur.

Please seriously re-consider meaningful alternatives for I-35 proposed by the community such as Reconnect
Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. Consider the goal of moving *people* safely
with more choices, not moving *cars*.

TxDOT’s two alternatives are basically the same. They encourage **more** driving at a time when people
want alternative transportation options that are safer, better for the environment, our health, and provide
more freedom of transportation choice.

4316 Victoria Davis

9/8/2021
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Thank you,
Please reconsider the plans for I-35. There have been zero reports on environmental and noise pollution on all
center of the city dwellers and visitors. TXDOT themselves has admitted it will have little to no impact on
traffic congestion. It’s unclear how safe or robust the transportation options are for walking and biking. There
is a perfectly good loop around the city for through-traffic that is barely used (mostly because going through
the city is free and going around the city is a toll road.) This plans also ignores an opportunity to remediate
the purposeful segregation the highway perpetrated when it was built in 1956. Instead, this plan will displace
many many people/homes and businesses, quite a few minority owned. There are several community plans
that are better and have been around for years snd years but every single concern those plans addressed is
ignored in the TXDOT options on the table. TXDOT has been purposely silent and stealthy about the true

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #82.
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nature of the plans even while they asked for community involvement—they have ignored literally every
suggestion from the folks who will be impacted by this giant highway.

4317 Victoria Elliott

9/2/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

4318 Victoria Garcia

9/21/2021 Email

The idea of expanding I-35 like this feels like a really bleak, unproductive, and expensive "solution" to the
myriad problems facing the majority of Austinites right now. It's not proven to solve our traffic problems in
any real way. Rather, it promises to destroy dozens to hundreds of businesses, low-income homes, and other
properties. Where will these people go? After routinely abandoning the lowest economic classes and
marginalized people of Austin, you now want to waste more money building something that won't help any of
us, but will instead push us further to the margins and make our commutes and communities worse? Please
reconsider the plan, reconsider the facts, and move forward ethically. Please try to pull forward and protect
as many of this city's inhabitants with you instead of pushing aside those of us who are inconvenient for you.
I'm sick of seeing Austin discard its longest-time inhabitants like trash.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4320 Victoria Goodman

4321 Victoria Reneker

9/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/2/2021 Virtual
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Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
adjusting the i-35 corridor through austin is a fabulous opportunity to connect east & west and make austin
the really friendly & special city is could be.
why do vehicles, mostly 'passing through', get more priority than us austinites living here?

We do not want the proposed freeway expansion running through town. We want car alternatives!!!! Its not
going to fix congestion so it's not worth the $5million and 10 year construction mess.

See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #1427.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.

This is a dated idea and a dated plan. We have to think ahead and use data (look at Katy TX as an example) to
build something that would work for the future of austin.

Alternate proposals like Rethink and Reconnect are the way to go.

do NOT expand the highway and call it a day.
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4322 Victoria Taylor
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9/22/2021 Email

Comment
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I absolutely oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the
I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.”
TxDOT is ignoring that promise, denying a full and robust study of meaningful alternatives and planning
instead to widen I-35's footprint, seize 32 acres of land and destroy more than 140 local homes and
businesses. The scar of I-35 through Austin should be healed, not made larger. The I35 location was chosen to
isolate East Austin from the rest of Austin. It is long past time to correct these racist policies.
TxDOT MUST be held to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch.
We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals, not TxDOT's 2 alternatives which are nearly identical.
All community alternatives should be independently studied and must address issues such as transportation
choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health
(including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals,
and values. The noise from this monstrosity will be such that it will damage the hearing of nearby residents,
business employees and their customers.

4323 Victoria Valdez

9/10/2021 Email

Please ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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4324 Viktor Auzenne

4325 Vinnie Palmieri

Entry
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Date
8/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Comment

Response

The TxDot endorsed alternative through downtown and the UT area is quite frankly trash that will further
divide the community. I am in support if lowering all freeway lanes and creating an urban boulevard in this
area. For the remainder of the project I support paid toll lanes over HOV lanes and no increase in lanes
besides those for the tolled lanes. Our city should not continue to suffer the consequences of having a busy
and deadly cross country road through the heart of the city.
This is a very bad idea, the local community will not only be affected but this will not solve the overall issue.

All proposed build alternatives include removal of the upper
decks and lowered lanes through the project corridor.

See response to comment #6.

Austin needs to implement more efficient ways to commute to work and other activities.

UT is expanding as well as other development around the current frontage road.

Our community has suffered enough with the traffic and this will make it much worse that know one would
want to live in.

Please consider the impact you will do to the Hancock community.

Appreciate it.

Cheers,

4326 Virginia Williams

9/17/2021 Email

4327 Vivek Mehta

9/1/2021
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Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Vinnie Palmieri
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
I strongly urge TxDot not to approve the I-35 corridor expansion. Empirical data from cities like Houston and
Dallas show that highway expansions do not solve for congestion. I am concerned as a taxpayer that we will
waste billions on this project.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
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4328 Vivek Mehta
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9/1/2021
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Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
4329 Vivian Goldman-Leffler 8/20/2021 General
Website
Comment
Form
4330 Vivian Venish
8/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

4331 Vivian Venish

9/9/2021

Email

Comment

Response

I urge TxDot to reject the I-35 corridor expansion proposal in favor of moving the highway underground in the
section from the river to Mueller. The proposed expansion would spend billions in taxpayer money for a
bandaid solution. Empirical evidence shows that highway expansions do not solve congestion. Moving the
road underground may increase short term costs but would create more space for businesses in the heart of
Austin and increase city revenues meaningfully.
I am firmly opposed to the planned I-35 expansion. It will destroy a well-established neighborhood and
displace many families and individuals. Given the present housing situation in our city, these people will be
hard-pressed to relocate in central Austin and many will be forced into the suburbs. I don't see the need for
this "super highway" in light of our commitment to a light rail system.
Interstate 35 should not be widened or given more lanes. The city of Austin would receive more value from
the alternative proposals from the Downtown Austin Alliance, Reconnect Austin, and Rethink 35.

See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #160.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #33.

The massive amount of land used by i35 does not serve the people of Texas to its full value: not only would
widening of the highway induce higher demand and raise travel ties like it has in other major freeway
expansions in the state, but higher throughput fails to address the concerns of Austin residents. We are a
community that cares about our air quality, land usage, and public spaces, none of which are served by
expanding this highway.
I ask TxDOT to please only proceed forward with any of the alternative build plans that better the community
through cap-and-cover, a fully covered highway, or replacing the interstate with a boulevard, and do not
increase the highway's size and its negative impact on our community. We have a once-in-a-generation
chance to build our roads for the humans who live here, and the future residents that can enjoy our
community more, without the vast concrete scar of i35 slicing our city in two.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I am an Austinite who wishes to express her firm rejection of the current TxDOT planning to expand I-35 as
part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project. This plan fails to address the concerns of austinites regarding
walkability, transit availability, land usage, housing constraints, human safety, pollution, and climate goals.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Downtown Austin Alliance/ Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two
alternatives are nearly identical and equally as harmful. We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's
proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be independently studied and should
address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life,
economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and
community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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4332 Vladislav Beronja

4333 Volma Overton III
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Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

TxDOT has asked for public input on this project several times, and each time has come back with updated
project information not representing community input. I don’t feel that my voice is being heard with this
project. Some issues I am concerned about that are not being adequately addressed: Climate change and the
highway’s contribution to air, noise, and water pollution. Disproportionate impacts on people living in East
Austin, especially POC and low-income people. Widening the footprint despite repeated calls to narrow it.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #30.

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Please revise this project to reflect community input and community values. Please do not take any land (do
not widen the project footprint). Please use stronger action to mitigate vehicle emissions, including increasing
transit in the corridor and reducing VMT.
The demand for car space will always exceed the supply given enough time. Expanding I-35 will only lead to
more congestion in the future. See the Katy freeway expansion as an example as the expansion has increased
commute time by 30%.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

I-35 is a blemish on Austin's downtown beauty, a reminder of division and an example of an idea that's run it's
course.

4334 W Gaines Bagby

4335 W. Gaines Bagby

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/16/2021 Email

Do not expand I-35 in the downtown Austin area. Allow for large trucks to circumvent the downtown area
with free access to the toll road in peak traffic hours.
In 50 years of living in Austin, IH 35 traffic has gone from bad to worse. It's time we improve the flow for the
future and reduce the wasted time and extra pollution we create while creeping along this underperforming
interstate.

See response to comment #7.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.

4336 Wade Lansdell Strong

8/12/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Great work on the alternative development, presentation and evaluation. The TTI evaluation of the
community concepts is very valuable toward communicating and vetting untraditional approaches, while
finding those parts of the community ideas that can be included in the project. Thank you TxDOT and all
members of the study team for your excellent and hard work - please keep the project moving forward!

See response to comment #7.
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4337 Wade McNamara
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9/24/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4338 Waldinei Costa

4339 Wallis Goodman

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please bury much of 135 between riverside and 183.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.

See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #685.

The central issue of our time: climate change! Please ensure that all changes that are imagined for I-35 do
something that might help us to *address* climate change, rather than to increase and worsen it!
There are great proposals on the table, ones that will make the city better.

4340 Walter S Richards

8/20/2021 General
Website
Comment
Form
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Oh, and there's also the striking legacy of racism involved with the placement and construction of these
highways. Could we not do something, with this redo, to address that, too?
Please don't widen 35. It is a waste of taxpayer dollars. What Austin needs is public transportation spending.
Highway widenings are a demonstrated failed policy.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
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4341 Ward Keeler

Entry
Source
Date
9/22/2021 Email

4342 Warren Houston

9/24/2021 Email

4343 Warren Walters

9/9/2021

4344 Warren West

9/21/2021 Email

Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1427.

It is obvious that the solution to the problem of I-35 running through downtown Austin is to use the highways
that already exist east of town as a ring road, as Chris Riley suggests in this week's issue of the Chronicle.
There is no reason to coddle outsiders by letting them continue to drive (or speed, or try to speed) through
the center of town. An I-35 Business route is acceptable, provided it is made compatible with the reuniting of
East Austin with the rest of the city. But expanding the existing route is completely contrary to everything we
know about traffic, safety, and assuring the welfare of our city's residents.
However, I truly feel that the I-35 should be build up.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #316
See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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September 24, 2021

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See resppnse to comment #685.
See response to comment #1427.

I-35 Capital Express Central Project
Attn: Project Team
Re: I-35 Central Project—Waterloo Greenway Conservancy Public Comment
Dear I-35 Capital Express Central Project Team,
Since late 2020, Waterloo Greenway Conservancy has followed the progress of the I-35 Capital Express
Central Project. Over nine months, we have seen this vision for a restored transportation gateway progress in
its concept, preserving the core goals of lowering the highway’s main lanes through downtown Austin,
removing its upper decks, and creating managed lanes with direct connections for transit. These design
components are critical to ensure the efficacy of this arterial backbone and its opportunity to reconnect
Austin communities and neighborhoods.
Waterloo Greenway and the I-35 Capital Express Central Project have the unique opportunity to reconnect
Texas communities in new, groundbreaking ways. Our 1.5-mile park and trail system lies adjacent to the soonto-be reconstructed interstate, highlighting the need for complementary design and construction.
Waterloo Greenway requests special consideration of the 35-acres of public green space currently under
development, between 15th Street and Lady Bird Lake in the following ways:
● Maximize Downtown connectivity at critical east-west connections, prioritizing the areas of Waterloo Park
and Symphony Square at 11th to 12th Streets, 5th to 7th Streets, and Palm Park at Cesar Chavez Street, with
safe frontage road and access ramp design.
● Collaborative trail planning that avoids duplication of efforts, incorporating Waterloo Greenway’s 1.5-mile
park system now underway, located immediately adjacent to the I-35 Capital Express Central Project.
● Careful planning to protect Waterloo Greenway improvements to the adjacent Palm Park, taking into
consideration an opportunity to create a seamless east-west crossing point that celebrates the Palm Park and
Palm School cultural hub.
● Consideration for environmental and community health impacts due to immediate adjacency of Waterloo
Greenway, prioritizing construction mitigation, stormwater and water treatment, air quality, and mitigating
noise pollution in these sensitive park environments.
Furthermore, Waterloo Greenway recognizes that the I-35 Central Project is one of the most important pieces
of infrastructure that could enhance the lives of Central Texans for generations. This opportunity can be made
all the more powerful by working hand-in-hand with local enhancements, connecting highway users to all that
is Central Austin. Accomplishing this will require the following additional considerations:
● Creating the narrowest highway footprint possible, supporting all transportation modes, with careful
attention paid to multi-modal transportation.
● Bikeways and sidewalks along and across I-35 should be comfortable, safe, continuous, fully connected to
Austin’s active transportation networks, and protected from traffic.
● Any surface level frontage roads should be designed to city standards and function as city streets to
significantly improve safety for vulnerable road users.
● The I-35 corridor should be as safe as possible for vulnerable road users. This includes all crossings of any
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surface level roads.
● Austin’s parks and open spaces are a vital part of our culture and quality of life. Please ensure that any parks
directly impacted, including the Town Lake Metropolitan Park, Waller Beach, Edward Rendon Sr. Park at
Festival Beach and Palm Park, and any urban trails directly impacted, including the Butler Hike-and-Bike Trail
and the Red Line Parkway, have improved access and usability with this project.
● Exploring Cap & Stitch compatible design and innovative funding strategies, including consideration for
foundations to support future design and engineering.
● Continued partnership with the City of Austin and our community.
We continue advocating for mitigating displacement and the disproportionate racial and economic impacts
historically caused by I-35, through innovative design. We urge TxDOT to further review and analyze
disproportionate impacts of the Project.
We encourage continued iterative work with our community to refine alternatives, and coordination with
adjacent planning efforts underway, including the Palm District Planning Process, Innovation District, Red
River Cultural District, and Waterloo Greenway Design Plan.
The I-35 Capital Express Central Project can achieve so much more than just congestion relief and be an
example of innovative, safe, regional transportation that inspires community.
Sincerely,
Waterloo Greenway Conservancy

4346 Wayne Allen

9/11/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I am a lifelong Austinite, and I know I-35 and its history. I write to oppose the Texas Department of
Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
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independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

4347 Wayne Dalchau

9/24/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4348 Wayne Decker

9/21/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
NO. Do not widen I-35 by four lanes. That would not solve traffic congestion. It would displace homes and
businesses. It would create a huge ugly blight. It would make Austin feel like Los Angeles or Houston. It would
further separate East and West Austin.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.

I-35 actually runs at full speed most of the time, only clogging up during rush hour. For about 19 hours per day
there is no problem. LEAVE I-35 ALONE.
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I would like to submit my opposition to the proposed TxDOT plans to further widen I-35 in central Austin,
specifically atlernatives #2 an #3. By widening I-35 TxDOT would only exacerbate the congestion we
experience daily. Instead, it should seek meaningful and ways to reduce congestion within the city like mass
transit or making peripheral routes like the existing toll roads.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #33.

Please go back to the discarded $8 billion plan with buried lanes!!!

See response to comment #271

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I am writing in opposition of the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) finalist proposals for I-35 as
part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
We are better than the final proposals. Aren’t we supposed to be a state of independent thinkers and
innovators? By the look of these proposals, it seems we’ve given up and decided to go with the same thing
we’ve always done - adding lanes.
Frankly, we have been mislead by TxDOT about their intentions regarding this project, as the department beat
the drum of “no wider, no higher”, and yet hones and business will be razed to widen the road in both TxDOT
proposals.
It is important to hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
to seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch.
The two alternatives are nearly identical. We need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address
community needs. All alternatives should be independently studied and should address transportation choice,
access, safety, air quality, noise, climate change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax
base generated from land use), and compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4352 Wendy Rosamond

9/25/2021 General
Website
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
As a homeowner next to the I35 feeder@ Airport, I am completely against this plan to expand the freeway,
removing all businesses & taking away neighborhoods. This is not going to make any difference to the most
congested road in Texas, I am disappointed that the state can’t figure a way to think outside the box & make i
35 work for the city , bury the freeway & provide an equitable cross path to provide parks linking east & west
Austin over the freeway. We can’t keep building like this, if 1 million more people are expected to live here ,
this is not going to solve anything. Tx road projects are usually outdated even before they are finished. I want
our use tax $ used better.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #160.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4354 Wendy Wheeler

4355 Wes Hansen

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Angry that "no wider and no higher" by TTC Chair J. Bruce Bugg Jr. was to trick us not to get activated. Makes
us not trust TXDoT when you switch your claims to "too expensive, takes too long" so you'll just knock down
massive amounts of buildings & businesses with eminent domain & widen IH-35 going through Austin.I want
to keep what we have as a BUSINESS ROUTE of IH-35 and then use the spurs, etc. to make the Interstate
highway go around downtown.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

4356 Wesley Heidenreich

9/2/2021

4357 Westley Burger

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Email

4358 Whit Friend

4359 Whitney Chilton

General
Website
Comment
Form

9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

I am heavily against the proposed renovation of I35. We should not widen the lanes nor lower them, because
this tactic will not alleviate traffic congestion and is proven to only make traffic worse. More lanes = more
traffic. There are alternate public transport options that should be considered, such as air lifts / gondolas that
require far less restructuring, easier to implement, expand, and maintain. If we want to reduce traffic and
pollution while connecting Austin and creating a strong backbone for our citywide events such as SXSW then
we should stop incentivizing the usage of cars by creating alternate options.
DO NOT EXPAND I-35! Have we learned nothing from Urban Renewal? Highways are what destroyed cities in
the first place, and widening them now will continue to destroy them. Widening I-35 will only bring more
traffic, and we'll find ourselves right back in this same situation 10 years from now.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The highway
footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery. A narrower
footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from needless
destruction.

See response to comment #7.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.
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We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.

4360 Whitney Chilton

4361 Whitney Linder

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Email

Hello,

See response to comment #160.

I am writing to voice my strong opposition to the I-35 expansion. This type of growth will displace and likely
close important businesses in the area, including my 2 year old's well-loved school, Escuelita del Alma. There
are not a lot of affordable daycare options for my husband and I in the Central Austin area that also fit our
schedules as elementary educators. Please reconsider this expansion. Thanks you for your time.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4362 Will Branch

4363 Will Davis

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/31/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Please consider moving I-35 somewhere else, and restoring East Avenue as a major city street. It appears that
existing proposals will result in traffic disruptions for well over 5 years. Why not build an alternate route to
handle the interstate traffic, and create a city thoroughfare that would help ease congestion by moving
through traffic out of the city center?
If I remember correctly, TXDOT pledged to go "no higher and no wider". What on earth happened to that
pledge!? The last thing that this city needs is more car traffic. It has been proven time and time again that a
project like this only induces demand on the roadways, so why are we trying to solve our traffic problems like
it's the 1980s and 90s again? Ideally, I would like to see I35 buried all the way to Airport and built to at the
very least enable an easy cap and stitch if the city votes to fund it eventually. Adding additional lanes is not

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.
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going to help with our current problem and is a completely unsustainable tactic as the city inevitable
continues to grow at a mind blowing pace.

4364 Will Kurzner

4365 Will Martin

4366 Will Maxwell

8/30/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/10/2021 Email

I disagree with widening the lanes on the i 35 corridor. It's unfair to destroy businesses and homes that will be
affected in the proposed areas, when investment and encouragement for public transportation, like trains
and buses, and ridesharing can have a bigger impact. I also think tax incentives for businesses to operate their
workforce remotely could help lessen the amount of traffic.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

Opposed to Cherrywood portion of the I35 Latest proposal as it destroys businesses and encroaches too close
to homes.

See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I travel on IH 35 from San Marcos to Georgetown Monday-Friday, and it can be rough, particularly in the
afternoon, on my way home from work. For various reasons, including the sharp increase in the cost of
housing in the north Austin/Georgetown area, I expect to continue this commute for a long period of time.
My commute takes up a significant portion of my day.
On a good morning, if I can get out of San Marcos by about 6:30 am, it is about a hour and fifteen minute trip
(now that school is back in session), and in the afternoon, if lucky, its an hour and a half. If google maps
estimates more than that, I'll take the toll road (happens more than I would like).
This is all background to help you understand my concerns about the I-35 project. I am 100% against widening
I-35 through downtown Austin. It will not work, it has never worked, just look at Houston. Please, instead of
wasting our money on these futile project that only encourage more traffic, fund better alternatives. If you
are going to take ROW, put in a light rail. If you can put the majority of traffic underground, do it. Please do
not turn Austin into Houston.
I understand that Austin is lacking in connectivity and roads, I work in transportation planning, and I am
familiar with the history and failure of "dont build and they wont come" from the 70s. I am not advocating for
a no change scenario, I agree that we need to consider present / future needs, and I am not some kind of nut
job that thinks electric self driving cars are going to solve our transportation issues. There have been many
other proposals that do less damage, and solve more problems. Please reconsider the path that has been
chosen.
The rest is a form letter.
I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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4368 Willard Fields

4369 Willard Fields
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9/22/2021 Email
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I live next to I-35 and it acts like a divider to the city. It is currently hard and dangerous to cross.
Unfortunately, the TXDOT plan makes this worse by widening the divide, literally with more lanes. The plan
ignores induced demand, ignores local planning goals, and will increase VMT and GHG emissions. I strongly
oppose the current TXDOT plan. Alternatives exist to cap portions of the freeway and limit the right of way to
what currently exists. This fits the goals of our city and the region. These alternatives will make my
neighborhood and community stronger. TXDOT's plan will weaken my neighborhood and community and
make it more dangerous to cross the divide.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #247.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. This project deepens the divide between east and west Austin, takes
property away from my neighbors, and will increase sprawl and pollution/greenhouse gas emissions.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4370 William A Morgan

4371 William Alexander

9/21/2021 Email

8/11/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I write as a concerned and impacted citizen that strongly opposes adding MORE lanes to I-35, especially as the
planned expansion will add more noise and pollution but NOT solve the major issue of congestion...really, is
this the best idea you can come up with, or is it just simply the worst?
I am asking for a full study of community design alternatives for I-35, including Reconnect Austin, Rethink35,
and ULI's cap and stitch proposals, and demand that plans for I-35 comply with City and community plans,
goals, and values
I fail to see any benefits afforded by Alternative 3 over Alternative 2 that would justify building the additional
bridges necessary to pursue that design, plus the added bridges will be unsightly compared to depressed
managed lanes.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #614.

See response to comment #33.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.

4373 William Braat

9/19/2021 Email

If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1715

No.

Commenter Name

4374 William Cooksey

Entry
Source
Date
9/24/2021 Email

Comment

Response

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4375 William Dunn

4376 William Eastman II

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

9/24/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I don't agree with alternatives 2 and 3 as they are not long term solutions.

See response to comment #33.
See response to comment #271.

They do not agree with the wishes on the people in the area.

Only alternative 1 or some variant address these requirements.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

4377 William Firth

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Austin is not Houston, it’s not Dallas and it should never be LA. Continuing to expand and grow infrastructure
in the city is crucial to sustaining growth, but the solution should not be bigger highways, but more
meaningful improvements to public transportation, walking paths, and biking paths in the city.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4379 William Gannon

4380 William Holleman

9/14/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
8/19/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
NO WIDER, NO HIGHER. Spend the money and bury the lanes! Austin is driving growth in the state and
deserves having this done the right way.

I have lived in the cherrywood neighborhood for 25 years.
I am against the txdot proposal to widen I35 through central austin.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1996.

The TXDot plan will destroy homes and businesses and create more of a man made eye sore and divide
between East and west Austin.

Austin is an amazing city and we need some more creative and inclusive thinking when it comes to the I-35
corridor. Who cares if it costs more money for a better option, the people of austin deserve something better!
The cap and bury plan seems like a better option To me in many ways.
I also would be for just removing i35 from going through central austin completely - I’ve seen some proposals
that would move I35 around the city - maybe onto 130?

Almost any option would be better than widening i35.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.

Please do not widen I-35 through central Austin!!
This would be an atrocity, destroying the city of Austin as we know it.
35 is already a huge divide running through the city. Widening 35 would add insult upon insult on injury. It
actually unfathomable.
If something absolutely needs to happen with 35, there are way better options including burying and capping
it.
My favorite option is actually the proposal to divert I35 around austin by redirecting it onto 130…. And getting
rid of the highway through central austin entirely.

4382 William Horton

9/9/2021

Email

please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community plans,
goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #19.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. There's no question that I-35 has a traffic problem. It has for the 46 years
I've lived here. Just yesterday I was driving from Ben White Blvd to North Loop and the route I took was on
Congress Ave and Red River.
When the 130 toll road was proposed we were told that it would divert traffic from I-35 but that has not been
much of a factor. Trucks and other vehicles still prefer to go through Austin. There are options to increase use
of 130:
1. Require the large trucks traveling through Austin to use 130.
2. Lower toll rates to encourage use of 130 by all traffic.
3. TxDOT could buy 130 with a small fraction of the proposed budget for widening I-35, thereby turning 130
into a free highway.

4383 William Lucy

9/13/2021 Email

Some of these suggestions should be implemented before widening I-35.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #16.

I write in support of Walk Austin's campaign to ask that TxDOT conducts a full engineering, transportation,
economic, environmental, and quality of life review of a wide range of design alternatives, including
Reconnect Austin, Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's cap and stitch proposal in analyzing the future of
I-35 through Austin as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. This review, under the National
Environmental Policy Act, should include full analysis and clearance of all community alternatives.
I'm concerned that the design alternatives for I-35 presented so far are only minor variations on a major
highway expansion. We know from examples like the expansion of the Katy Freeway in Houston that highway
expansions almost never ease congestion because they encourage more people to drive. Instead, an
expansion will make I-35's impacts on the community - including pollution, noise, and crashes - even worse.
I want this project to deliver a safer, more environmentally-sustainable, economically-sustainable, and
beautiful Austin. Please afford this project a full public process to allow all community alternative designs for
I-35 thorough reviews.
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If you want more information on this request, please contact Walk Austin Board President Adam Greenfield at
info@walkaustin.org.

4384 William Lucy

4385 William Lucy

4386 William McGrail Jr.

9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/13/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

I am vehemently opposed to TXDot Alternates 2 & 3. Reconnect Austin or ULI are excellent, your versions are
awful.

See response to comment #33.

When compared with Reconnect or the ULI plan, Alternatives 2 & 3 are terribly discouraging. I urge TXDot to
reconsider funding strategies to "do it right." It's not just an affront to the eye - ears, lungs and psychological
impacts are just as important, and your alternates only exacerbate the problem.

See response to comment #33.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

4387 William Medaille

4388 William Merring

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

These alternatives are terrible. They will be hugely expensive, destroy a number of properties, and bring no
traffic relief and only limited improved mobility across I-35. TxDOT should focus solely on (1): supporting
mass transit, and (2) improving the crossings over I-35.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #1427.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4389 William Morrison

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Absolutely do not widen I-35. Bury or Cap and stitch is the only option that doesn't wreck the city.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #13.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

Comment
Form
4390 William Ogilvie

9/22/2021 Email

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
While there is no one "quick fix" to reducing the congestion on I-35 through Austin, there appear to be a
number of intelligent "tweeks" that are not being included. Two examples are to better utilize hwy 130 and to
incorporate the smart traffic planning used by Austin planners within Austin.
The report by the Texas A&M Transportation Institute
(https://static.tti.tamu.edu/tti.tamu.edu/documents/PRC-14-23F.pdf) documents why 130 failed to deliver on
the promise of routing more traffic around Austin. It also demonstrates that a lot more can be done to better
incentivize the use of 130 before considering any changes to I-35. I do not believe that options for routing
more traffic to 130 have been fully explored.

4391 William Pate II

4392 William Pitman

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/22/2021 Email

In addition, Austin has made great strides in improving traffic flow within the city. One example that comes to
mind is Riverside Rd through Auditorium Shores. Contrary to conventional wisdom, traffic flow was greatly
improved not by widening this section of the road, but narrowing it and making other changes to help traffic
flow smoothly. There was a lot of wisdom behind this and other changes that does not appear to be applied
to drumming up fixes to the I-35 congestion issues.
I oppose moving forward with any of the current plans under review by the Texas Department of
Transportation for expansion of I-35 through central Austin. The proposed plans would do little to actually
improve transportation, culture, ecology or connectedness in the city and region. This is not a forward-looking
plan. We need to start over.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
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compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

4393 William Sayers

9/9/2021

Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4394 William Schlotter

8/26/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commission:

See response to comment #7.

Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
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Thank you for your consideration of this request.

4395 William Slade

9/17/2021 Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #160.

I'm writing to express opposition to Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35
as part of the I-35 Capital Express Central project.
Expanding highways does not reduce traffic. I-35 is poorly located for such a huge expansion, and the
displacement of residents and businesses is unwarranted.

4396 Willie Cecil

8/10/2021 Public
Meeting

4397 Willow Cohn

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

4398 Wilson Robertson

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

4399 Wilson Waggoner

8/17/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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I know others have written more specific and well-supported letters. I hope you will listen and look for more
forward thinking alternatives for a safer, more sustainable future.
Is there enough room to have a northbound exit for UT on the managed lanes? Looks like there might be just
enough room when passing under MLK to begin a ramp that could go over the bypass ramp connecting into
the managd lanes. From there, it could possibly connect into the frontage rode at Manor on its left lane.

I love Austin and I love walking, biking, and even driving my car easily places in the City. The hardest part of
my commute every day is crossing I-35. It is unsafe as a pedestrian and takes too long in a car. 35 does need
work, but making it taller and wider is not helping our community. Displacing businesses, schools, and low
income housing for this road will not benefit the Austin community - it will further the divide of East Austin
and Downtown. It will ruin many businesses and communities who have been a stable of Austin for decades. I
urge you to rethink this decision as it is not helpful for Austin and our community does not want it. Thank you!
I agree with other sources that say "No Wider, No Higher." This latest design for the I-35 corridor propogates,
rather than alleviates, many of the public challenges we are facing, all in pursuit of short- to medium-term
traffic relief. I am not ignorant of the corridor's need to move hundreds of thousands of vehicles through the
heart of Austin, but I do not believe it should come at the EXPENSE of Austin. And by expense, I mean the
social, environmental, urban design, and demographic trends that a single-issue design (such as the one
proposed) would result in. Please give more consideration to digging deeper, even it means more literal
expense and time, even if can result in an urban thoroughfare that stitches, rather than divides, our great city.
No matter what is decided....please include some kind of sound abatement to the highway. Over the last
22years I have owned and lived in my house, with population increase and allowing the apartments and
offices to be built on the west side of the highway (reflecting sound into our neighborhood on the east side)
the sound issues have become worse and worse. Surely Austin can be as good as other major cities when it
comes to this.

Comment noted.
Minimizing right of way is a major objective of TxDOT's
Mobility35 Program, which includes the I-35 Capital Express
Central project. A new northbound exit at The University of
Texas would require additional right of way.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #247.

See response to comment #6.

See response to comment #614.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #247.

Hello,

4401 Wretha Rawls Thomas

9/16/2021 Email

I am 13 years old and I have lived at my house in Austin all of my life. To get around, I ride my bike, walk and
take the bus. I am excited that Austin is going to improve these ways of getting places. Why would I want
more highway? It cuts my house off from the rest of the city. It is loud and smells. I don't like walking across
now so why would I want to cross 20 lanes of traffic. Why? This is not the world my generation wants so
please stop making decisions for us. We are going to have to live with this not you.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4402 Xaviera Chambers

9/21/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
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change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.

4403 Xie Maggie Hill

4404 Yael Padilla

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/9/2021 Email

No widening I-35

See response to comment #6.

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4405 Yoed Anise

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
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Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
I35 should be buried or elimared completely thought austin. the NAFTA corridor has no purpose running thru
the core of the city.

See response to comment #6.
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4406 Yosuke Matsumura

4407 YsaBella Licciardi

4408 Yunda Feng

4409 Yvette Ruiz

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/1/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
9/15/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Comment
The current amount of lanes is sufficient, more focus should be on alternative to using the same road space
form of transportation.
Please consider other options for reducing traffic, such as improving public transport and improving cycling
infrastructure. Highway expansion has been proven to induce more demand and is at best a temporary
solution while at the same time making the city a worse place to live due to noise, pollution, and vast
expanses of concrete which segregates and reduces foot traffic and sense of community.

Response

See response to comment #8.

TxDOT's Alternative 2 and Alternative 3 are unacceptable solutions to the I-35 corridor through Austin's urban
core. East Austin and the downtown/UT neighborhoods need to be stitched back together to create a more
walkable and inviting urban fabric. Instead, TxDOT's proposals intend to further widen the I-35 corridor thus
exacerbating the issue. Capping or burying I-35 expansions are the solutions that best fit with the urban
future Austin is looking towards.
Please turn what's currently I-35 going through the downtown and UT area into a long, street-level boulevard
or even just leave it alone. Rather, route highway/freeway traffic around Austin city limits so that commercial
vehicles and other people traveling who don't need to stop in Austin don't add to the city's congestion.

See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #33.

As a parent of Escuelita del Alma I urge you to provide better designs for I-35 Cap Ex Central. The

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #19.

highway footprint should be narrowed, as you have designed for the area in front of Mt. Calvary Cemetery.

A narrower footprint will preserve the existing homes, local businesses, and our own Escuelita del Alma from
needless destruction.

Please understand, if you proceed with plans to destroy Escuelita del Alma, 200+ families will lose their quality
childcare, and a treasured Austin institution will be lost. There are better and more creative options, including
moving traffic to SH130 and better design options. The rebuilding of I-35 should be viewed as a generational
opportunity to reconnect our communities, not an excuse to bulldoze our beloved places.

4410 Yvonne Kimmons

9/20/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form
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We cannot support this project moving forward as currently designed.
I oppose the widening of lanes on I-35 through downtown Austin. It will not do anything to increase safety OR
reduce traffic in the long term. It is not a solution, just a lot of money to spend getting us right back where we
are already.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #273.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4412 Zach Allen

9/2/2021

Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Interstates are designed to be inter-state controlled access roadyways.

See response to comment #6.

Continuing to expand a roadway like this that sits in the heart of the city defeats the purpose of having an
interstate.
What else exacerbates the issue are feeder roads with entrances and exits in some cases less than 1000ft
between. This will always result in congestion and slow down as people are constantly trying to get on and off
the road.
Ideally, this road should not be running through the middle of our city and in many states throughout the
country interstates don't run so directly down the middle.
There are reasonable alternatives that may not be as easy or straightforward as just building I-35 larger, but
that doesn't mean it doesn't need done.
So many studies show that increasing lanes will ultimately not solve the problem of congestion.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4414 Zach Eave

4415 Zach Sienkiel

9/23/2021 Email

9/9/2021
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Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,
I was born and raised in Austin. I35 has aways been an unwelcome divisor here and the last thing we need is
to make it larger. I want to see alternatives where we can put our city's citizens' needs and wellbeing first over
the blind movement for more lanes that will not improve traffic in the slightest.
We have the opportunity now to stop making the mistake of prioritizing thru-traffic in our downtown area
and to embrace walkability, public transport, and quality of life by opening this conversation to include
highway expansion alternatives.
I want to see this debate happen and for the residing public to decide its own fate.
Dear Chairman Bugg and Commissioners:
Thank you for recognizing that I-35 through Austin is one of the most chronically congested roadway
segments in the State of Texas. As this seriously outdated roadway is often called the Main Street of Texas, all
Texans should call for bold and decisive action to transform this critical stretch of infrastructure into a
roadway which will accommodate the rapid and immense growth we are experiencing in our great State.
Accordingly, I am writing today to express my complete support for the I-35 Capital Express Central design as
proposed by TxDOT.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.

See response to comment #7.
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Email

Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I-35
Capital Express Central project.
In early 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman Bugg reiterated a consistent promise from state
leadership about I-35: “Our commitment is no wider and no higher.” Now, TxDOT is ignoring that promise.
Why is TxDOT ignoring the studies of meaningful alternatives and instead intending to widen I-35's footprint?

4417 Zachary Biderman

9/17/2021 Email

Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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I have no interested in burying or widening I-35 without a comprehensive plan for other methods of
transport.

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #19.
See response to comment #1427.

Especially widening 35 without a plan for a more-than-adequate pedestrian level area/crossing. I-35 through
the middle of a downtown area is already an eye sore.

You cannot spend billions and years developing a highway and then expect the city to put a solution together
years later. It needs to be planned in tandem. It makes no sense to design such a crossing out of sync with the
foundations beneath it. Structurally, financially, programmatically, or otherwise.

Its build the highway first and hope the rest works out after that. That will not work.

I do not understand why we are spending so much money and time into a highway solution through the
middle of our city. Mobility is not just a bunch of nails (roads) that can be solved with a bunch of hammer
blows (highways).

We need: Better utilization of highway 130, to bury I-35 with legitimate plans to bridge the gap between east
and west (at least Klyde Warren Park or better), and to strongly consider the same level of investment into
other modes of transport (from TxDOT, not forcing the city to cough everything up).

4419 Zachary Faddis

9/24/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

The current plan will be a waste of money, a waste of time, a waste of history, and a waste of space. Please
rethink the proposal altogether.
The proposed I35 expansion will not ease congestion for more than a few years. It is a development tool for
urban sprawl. It will encourage more people to live farther out in the suburbs until traffic is just as bad as
before.

See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #15.

There are 2 highways that form a ring around Austin. Either of those, 183 or Mopac, could become the new
I35.

If TxDot really cared about easing congestion within Austin it should be using it's resources to help us build

Public Meeting (August 2021) - Comment/Response Table

1731

No.

Commenter Name

Entry
Date

Source

Comment

Response

public transit.

I35 is a scar and a blight on our city. It should be removed or buried, certainly not expanded.

4420 Zachary Stern

9/23/2021 Virtual
Public
Meeting
Comment
Form

4421 Zack Teibloom

9/23/2021 Email

Please do not widen I-35 through central Austin. Additional lanes will not reduce traffic, as has been shown in
every city that has engaged in that process. I'm sure the transportation engineers at TxDOT are aware of the
principle of induced demand. By adding more lanes, even tolled ones, you're just going to add more cars.
Better to funnel that money into transportation alternatives like transit. If the actual goal is the improve the
lives of Austinites, then sinking and covering as much of I-35 as possible as it goes through central Austin is
the best idea. You can create a Tax Increment Financing District or Tax Reinvestment Zones to pay for the
capital costs and help undo the racist history of the initial I-35 construction.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #8.
See response to comment #13.
See response to comment #15.
See response to comment #273.
See response to comment #685.
See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
4422 Zee Ber

9/9/2021
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I am extremely opposed to the expansion of the I35

See response to comment #6.
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[Comment may be viewed in its entirety in Appendix D, in the section entitled "Letters from Organizations and
Neighborhood Associations."]

See response to comment #6.
See response to comment #160.
See response to comment #685.

September 24, 2021
Memorandum for I-35 Capital Express Central Project, Attn: Project Team 7901 N. I-35 Austin, TX 78753
capexcentral@txdot.gov
Subject: I-35 Capital Express Central Project Opposition and Title VI African-American Deck Plaza/Public Input
Recommendations
Position (excerpt): I oppose I-35 Capital Express Central Project build alternatives. Purpose and Need excludes
the impact on Blacks.
a. Disparate Impacts: Texas Department of Transportation (“TxDOT”) Program Manager Susan Fraser
demonstrated a lack of transparency regarding the impact on minorities—real property owners and tenants—
and no recognition of the 1928 City Plan relegating Blacks “just east of East Avenue and south of the City
Cemetery.” Koch and Fowler (1928) recommended “this district as a negro district” (p. 57)—now gentrified.
US 183 is the new racial divide. For context, East Avenue is now Interstate-35 (“I-35”). Project Connect will
segregate Austin for centuries. North of US 183, rail is 24-30 years.[1] Northeast Blacks wait 60 minutes for
the bus on “New” Route 339-Craigwood/FM 969 (10 times longer than whites) as Cap Remap June 3, 2018 52
changes undergird rail. Neither Fraser’s August 8, 2020 nor August 10, 2021 KAZI 88.7FM comments nor
March 11, 2021 City of Austin Mobility Committee presentation noted eminent domain, estimated businesses
and minorities that will be displaced due to I-35 expansion construction.

4424 Zia Garza

9/20/2021 Email

Please see attached PDF for text in its entirety.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. This will not help our community thrive and will make traffic worse.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project. This will not help our community thrive and will make traffic worse.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.

4426 Zuzana Baranova

9/14/2021 Email

Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
Mr I-35 Capital Express Central Project Project Team,

See response to comment #4.

I write to oppose the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) recent proposals for I-35 as part of the I35 Capital Express Central project.
On February 27 2020, Texas Transportation Commission Chairman J. Bruce Bugg reiterated a consistent
promise from state leadership “Our commitment [for I-35] is no wider and no higher.” Instead, TxDOT is
ignoring that promise and community pleas for the same, while denying a full and robust study of meaningful
alternatives, signaling its intention to widen I-35's footprint, seizing 32 acres of land and destroying more than
140 local homes and businesses. Please make sure the scar of I-35 through Austin is healed, not made larger.
Please also hold TxDOT to their legal requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
seriously consider meaningful alternatives for I-35, including community proposals Reconnect Austin,
Rethink35, and the Urban Land Institute's Cap and Stitch. TxDOT’s two alternatives are nearly identical. We
need meaningful alternatives to TxDOT's proposals that address community needs. All alternatives should be
independently studied and should address transportation choice, access, safety, air quality, noise, climate
change, racial injustice, quality of life, economic health (including tax base generated from land use), and
compliance with City of Austin and community plans, goals, and values.
Lastly, please get actively involved and ensure that plans for I-35 comply with City of Austin and community
plans, goals, and values.
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