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Form Letter #1 
Sponsored by Walk Austin/Reconnect Austin 

Susan Fraser, 

I-35 through Austin impacts almost every aspect of life, from health, safety, and mobility to equity and
economic prosperity. But for decades, despite these considerable impacts, especially on poorer 
communities, the I-35 conversation has rarely moved beyond moving vehicles quickly through central 
Austin. 

Rebuilding I-35 through Austin cannot be yet another highway widening project. Instead of easing 
congestion, widening highways actually produces more driving and worsens congestion; increases pollution, 
crashes, and suburban sprawl; and worsens emergency response times. We need a different approach to I-
35. 

Therefore, I ask that the following issues be fully considered in the environmental scoping process for the I-
35 Capital Express Central Project. 

Health impacts, especially for nearby poorer communities, must be considered through a Health Impact 
Assessment. Health impacts should include air and water quality, flooding, climate change impacts, noise, 
and vehicle-related deaths and injuries. 

I-35's past, present, and potential future equity impacts must be studied and mitigated through an Equity
Assessment. Goals should include closing socioeconomic gaps between communities, building local wealth 
through tools such as value capture from improvements, protecting cultural resources, stopping 
displacement and creating affordable options to allow displaced residents to return, and building equitable 
transit-oriented development along and near I-35. 

Accessing personal daily needs and reducing Vehicle Miles Traveled, instead of vehicle speed goals, should 
be included in the I-35 purpose and need statement. This will mean working with the City of Austin to allow 
destinations closer to home through better zoning; reconnecting dead end streets and equally facilitating 
east-west/north-south travel; mitigating traffic spillover onto nearby streets; potentially reducing the 
highway's width to maximize equitable, socially, economically, and environmentally beneficial land use; and 
helping more people to work from home. 

Through the I-35 conversation, TxDOT should help achieve the goals outlined in local plans, including the 
Austin Strategic Mobility Plan, City of Austin Vision Zero goals, Austin Street Design Guide, Imagine Austin 
Comprehensive Plan, City of Austin Great Streets Master Plan, Austin Strategic Housing Blueprint, the 
Austin Climate Equity Plan and Austin climate goals as set forth in Austin City Council Resolution 20140410-
024, and adopted Austin neighborhood plans. 

TXDOT should work closely with local partners to fully consider a broad range of design alternatives that 
address the above issues. These alternatives should include the ULI’s I-35 recommendations 
(http://bit.ly/ULI35), the eventual plan from the Downtown Austin Alliance's Our Future 35 conversation, 
Reconnect Austin (https://reconnectaustin.com), and Rethink35 (https://rethink35.com). 

Finally, I ask that ALL future comment periods for this project last for 90 days or more to allow people and 
organizations sufficient time for well-considered public comments. 

Thank you for considering my points. I look forward to receiving your response to my letter at the appropriate 
time. 
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Form Letter #2 

Dear Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) I-35 Capital Express Central Project Team 1608 W. 6th 
St., Austin, TX 78703, 

Thank you for working for the benefit of ALL Austin residents. Form letter from ourfuture35 follows... 

The pending reconstruction of I-35 brings us an opportunity to not only repair the racial legacy of the 
highway that has long divided our city, but it obligates us to take a new approach this time – one that brings 
the community to the table in an unquestionably meaningful way. We can do more than avoid the impacts of 
I-35’s reconstruction; we can prioritize the best outcomes for Austin and its communities of color.

I request the following be incorporated in TxDOT’s I-35 Capital Express Central Project (the Project) before 
it advances to the next step in the NEPA process. This includes modification of the Purpose and Need 
statement to reflect these important community priorities. 

1. Rectify longstanding disproportionate racial and economic impacts exacerbated by the original
construction of I-35. This Project must help rectify past impacts to Austin’s People of Color that resulted from 
its original construction, and not repeat the same mistakes again. 

2. Prioritize safe local access and connectivity to, along, and across the I-35 corridor for pedestrians,
cyclists, transit riders, people with disabilities, the elderly, health vulnerable, children, students of all ages, 
and individuals who are experiencing homelessness. Create a safe, local street network at surface level to 
ensure that all people driving cars and all vulnerable road users can safely and efficiently get around. 

3. Co-design the Project with the community and include Our Future 35 community alternatives and the
Downtown Austin Alliance ULI study recommendations—even in pre-engineering phases—as part of the full 
Environmental Impact Statement. 

4. Shrink the footprint of the Project and fully evaluate and mitigate its environmental and community well-
being impacts. This includes physical and mental health impacts such as nature-deficit disorder, respiratory 
disorders, premature death, access to schools and healthcare. It also includes air and water quality, noise 
pollution, impacts to wildlife/endangered species, loss of parkland, access to parkland, loss of farmable land, 
climate change, heat island effect, and drainage/flooding impacts resulting from the Project. 

5. Provide a minimum of 90 days of public comment for all future comment periods. Proactively educate
everyone about the Project so that all impacts of design/ engineering decisions and build alternatives are 
known and understood by the community. 
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Form Letter #3 

Susan Fraser, 

I request the following be incorporated in TxDOT’s I-35 Capital Express Central Project (t#3e Project) before it 
advances to the next step in the NEPA process. This includes modification of the Purpose and Need statement to 
reflect these important community priorities. 

1. Prioritize safe local access and connectivity to, along, and across the I-35 corridor for pedestrians, cyclists, transit
riders, people with disabilities, the elderly, health vulnerable, children, students of all ages, and individuals who are 
experiencing homelessness. Create a safe, local street network at surface level to ensure that all people driving cars 
and all vulnerable road users can safely and efficiently get around. Focus on how people can access needs, rather 
than maximizing speed. 

2. This includes prioritizing trail connectivity and transit access across I-35. To this end, all I-35 roadway lanes,
including both mainlanes and service road lanes, should go below the Red Line Parkway at both Red Line crossings, 
which are next to 4th St. and near 43rd St. Each of these crossings are expected to have over 10,000 pedestrian and 
bicyclist crossings each day, based on trail volume on existing similar trails. 

3. Furthermore, the Airport Blvd. & I-35 intersection design should take into consideration a future Hancock transit
station for the Gold Line and/or the Red Line by creating a superior pedestrian and bicycling crossing, including putting 
both the I-35 mainlanes and the intersection of Airport Blvd. & I-35 service road underground and providing plaza, 
park, and building opportunities on the surface. 

4. Rectify longstanding disproportionate racial and economic impacts exacerbated by the original construction of I-35.
The Project must help rectify past impacts to Austin’s People of Color that resulted from its original construction, and 
not repeat the same mistakes. The Project should include mitigation funding for both I-35’s past impacts and this 
Project’s direct impacts. 

5. Facilitate economic sustainability & resiliency in alignment with equitable outcomes. Create walkable, mixed-use,
and equitable transit-oriented development along I-35; close socioeconomic gaps between communities and stop or 
mitigate displacement; in collaboration with the public, evaluate the benefits resulting from new land made available for 
housing, businesses, parks, and other local community needs by shrinking the surface footprint of the roadway lanes; 
and conduct a full equity impact analysis for this corridor and nearby communities. 

6. Shrink the footprint of the Project and fully evaluate and mitigate its environmental and community well-being
impacts, both locally and globally. This includes physical and mental health impacts such as nature-deficit disorder, 
respiratory disorders, premature death, access to schools and healthcare, and traffic violence. It also includes air and 
water quality, noise pollution, impacts to wildlife/endangered species, loss of parkland, access to parkland, loss of 
farmable land, climate change, heat island effect, and drainage/flooding impacts resulting from the Project. 

7. For any Project alternative that proposes an increase in highway capacity, provide mitigation funding for pedestrian
and bicycling improvements to local streets and trails within 5 miles of the project in order to mitigate the negative 
consequences of the resulting additional motor vehicle traffic on local streets. 

8. None of the proposed build alternatives should be advanced to the next stage.

9. Co-design the Project with the community and include Our Future 35 community alternatives, the Downtown Austin
Alliance ULI study recommendations, the Reconnect Austin recommendations, and the Rethink35 recommendations—
even in pre-engineering phases—as part of the full Environmental Impact Statement. 

10. Make the Project compatible with existing local plans. The public has already approved plans by the City of Austin
and other local government entities, such as the Austin Strategic Mobility Plan (ASMP) and the voter-approved Project 
Connect. TxDOT should help accomplish those plans. 

11. Provide a minimum of 90 days of public comment for all future comment periods. Proactively educate everyone
about the Project so that all impacts of design & engineering decisions and build alternatives are known and 
understood by the community. Publicly describe previously unstated motivations for each of the Project alternatives, 
for why some alternatives are considered and others are not, and for more specific design choices, e.g. locations of 
entrances and crossings, and cross-section widths for paths. 
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