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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is proposing improvements to Interstate Highway
35 (I-35) from State Highway 45 North (SH 45N) in Williamson County to U.S. Highway 290 East (US
290E) in Travis County, Texas. The proposed improvements would add one non-tolled managed
lane in each direction, reconstruct intersections and bridges to accommodate the additional lane
and increase east/west mobility, reconstruct the Wells Branch Parkway interchange to a diverging
diamond intersection (DDI), change ramp configurations to accommodate proposed mainlane
improvements and improve traffic operations, and improve bicycle and pedestrian
accommodations along I-35 frontage roads and at east/west crossings. The project length is
approximately 11.5 miles. Appendix A shows the project location in relation to Williamson County,
Travis County and the cities of Austin and Round Rock. Appendix B contains photographs of the
project area.

The purpose of this environmental assessment (EA) is to study the potential environmental
consequences of the proposed project and determine whether such consequences warrant
preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). Because the proposed project would be
funded in part by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), this EA complies with FHWA’s
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) regulations as well as relevant TxDOT rules for
environmental review of projects and guidance for conducting NEPA studies on behalf of FHWA. The
environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental
laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by TXDOT pursuant to 23 U.S. Code (27
and a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) dated December 9, 2019, and exe cuted by FHWA and
TXDOT.

A public hearing was held on May 10, 2021, to present the findings of this EA and the proposed
design to the agencies and public, and to receive agency and public comments. In recognition of
the COVID-19 pandemic, the public hearing for this project was held virtually, with an in-person
option held on May 10, 2021. Written comments were solicited through the public notice and
public hearing process. All comments received have been thoroughly considered by TxDOT.

If TXDOT determines that there are no significant adverse effects, it will prepare and sign a Finding
of No Significant Impact (FONSI), which will be made available to the public.
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2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

2.1 Existing Facility

[-35 within the proposed project limits is a controlled access interstate highway. The facility typically
has three to four, 12-foot wide general purpose mainlanes (concrete barrier separated) with 2 to
10-foot wide inside shoulders, 4 to 10-foot wide outside shoulders, and two, 11 to 12-foot wide
frontage road lanes with 1 to 2-foot wide inside and outside shoulders in each direction. Auxiliary
lanes occur along the mainlanes between the following ramp pairs:
e Southbound
o Entrance ramp from SH 45N and exit ramp to Grand Avenue Parkway
o Entrance ramp from Grand Avenue Parkway and exit ramp to Howard Lane
o Entrance ramp from Wells Branch Parkway and exit ramp to Parmer Lane
o0 Entrance ramp from Parmer Lane and exit ramp to Braker Lane
o Entrance ramp from Yager Lane/Tech Ridge Boulevard and exit ramp to Rundberg
Lane
o Entrance ramp from Braker Lane and exit ramp to US 183
o0 Entrance ramp from US 183 and exit ramp to US 290E
e Northbound
o Entrance ramp from US 290E and exit ramp to US 183
o Entrance ramp from US 183 and exit ramp to Braker Lane
o Entrance ramp from Rundberg Lane and exit ramp to Yager Lane/Tech Ridge
Boulevard
Entrance ramp from Braker Lane and exit ramp to Parmer Lane
Entrance ramp from Parmer Lane and exit ramp to Wells Branch Parkway
Entrance ramp from Howard Lane and exit ramp to Grand Avenue Parkway
Entrance ramp from Grand Avenue Parkway and exit ramp to SH 45N

O O OO

Auxiliary lanes occur along the frontage roads between the following ramp pairs:
e Southbound
o Exit ramp to Wells Branch Parkway and entrance ramp from Grand Avenue Parkway
o Exit ramp to Howard Lane and entrance ramp from Wells Branch Parkway
o0 Exit ramp to US 183 and entrance ramp from Rundberg Lane
¢ Northbound - exit ramp to Rundberg Lane and entrance ramp from US 183

Sidewalks exist intermittently throughout the project area between the frontage roads and adjacent
businesses and around the intersections. No shared-use paths (SUP) are located in the project
area. See Table 3-2 for a listing of transit accommodations in the corridor. Drainage along the
roadway (mainlanes and frontage roads) is provided primarily by open ditches. The existing right-of-
way (ROW) width is typically 300 feet but widens at the interchanges. Existing permanent drainage
easements (13.5 acres total) are located at creek crossings. The posted speed limit along 1-35 in

2
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the proposed project areais 70 miles per hour (mph) on the mainlanes and 45 to 55 mph on the
frontage roads.

2.2 Proposed Facility

The proposed I-35 facility would be concrete barrier separated and would consist of three to four,
11 to 12-foot wide general purpose lanes, one, 12-foot wide non-tolled high occupancy vehicle
(HOV) managed lane, a 10-foot wide outside shoulder, 4 to 10-foot wide inside shoulder, three, 11-
foot wide frontage road lanes, and an 8 to 10-foot wide SUP in each direction. A 4-foot wide buffer
would separate the general purpose lanes from the managed lanes. The proposed project would
add capacity at the following locations:
¢ Mainlanes —one northbound and one southbound non-tolled HOV managed lane between
SH 45N and US 290E
e Frontage roads — one additional lane between the following cross streets:
o Southbound
= SH 45N and Grand Avenue Parkway
= Wells Branch Parkway/FM 1825 and US 183
o Northbound
= SH 45N and Wells Branch Parkway/FM 1825
= Wells Branch Parkway/FM 1825 and Parmer Lane
= Tech Ridge Boulevard and Rundberg Lane

Auxiliary lanes along the mainlanes would be constructed between the following ramp pairs:
e Southbound - entrance ramp from SH 45N and exit ramp to Wells Branch Parkway (with
removal of the auxiliary lane between SH 45N and Grand Avenue Parkway)
e Northbound
o Entrance ramp from Braker Lane and exit ramp to Wells Branch Parkway (with
removal of the auxiliary lane between Braker Lane and Parmer Lane)
o Entrance ramp from Howard Lane and exit ramp to Grand Avenue Parkway (with
removal of the auxiliary lane between Parmer Lane and Wells Branch Parkway)
o0 Entrance ramp from Wells Branch Parkway and exit ramp to SH 45N (with removal of
the auxiliary lane between Grand Avenue Parkway and SH 45N)
Auxiliary lanes along the frontage roads would be constructed between the following ramp pairs:
e Southbound - exit ramp to Grand Avenue Parkway and entrance ramp from SH 45N
¢ Northbound — no additional auxiliary lanes would be constructed

The remaining existing auxiliary lanes would remain, unless otherwise noted above. Bypass lanes
would be constructed at Howard Lane (northbound), Yager Lane/Tech Ridge Boulevard
(northbound), and Rundberg Lane (northbound and southbound). The project would also
reconstruct the Wells Branch Parkway interchange to a DDI. Ramps would also be reconstructed
within the project limits. No changes would be made to the existing transit accommodations in the
corridor, as shown on Table 3-2. The proposed ROW would typically be 300 to 320 feet wide.

3
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Drainage would be converted from open ditches to closed storm sewer, with open ditches in some
locations. The proposed project would require approximately 17.0 acres of additional ROW, 0.2
acre of proposed permanent drainage easement, and 3.3 acres of proposed driveway license
areas. A schematic (plan view) of the proposed improvements is included in Appendix C and a
proposed typical section is included in AppendixD.

The total estimated cost (construction, ROW and utilities) of the proposed I-35 Capital Express
North Project is $390 million. The project would be financed with a combination of local, state and
federal financing.

2.3 Logical Terminiand Independent Utility

Federal regulations [23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 771.111(f)(1)] require that federally
funded transportation projects have logical termini. Simply stated, this means that a project must
have rational beginning and ending points. Those points may not be created simply to avoid proper
analysis of environmental impacts. The northern limit of the proposed I-35 Capital Express North
Project is SH 45N and the southern limit is US 290E. These begin and end points were chosen as
logical termini because both roadways are major traffic generators.

Federal regulations [23 CFR 771.111(f)(2)] require that a project have independent utility and be a
reasonable expenditure even if no other transportation improvements are made in the area. This
means a project must be able to provide benefit by itself, and that the project not compel further
expenditures to make the project useful. Stated another way, a project must be able to satisfy its
purpose and need with no other project being built. As proposed, the |-35 Capital Express North
Project addresses specific transportation needs identified within the project limits. Specifically, the
proposed project would improve mobility and safety when compared to existing conditions. The
mobility and safety benefits of the proposed I-35 Capital Express North Project stand alone.
Realization of these benefits is not dependent upon other projects/future actions; thus, the
proposed project passes the test of independent utility. Further, because the project would stand
alone and is not dependent upon other (future) improvements to properly function, it would not
compel further expenditure of funds. For this reason, it cannot and does not irretrievably commit
future federal funds.

Federallaw [23 CFR 771.111(f)(3)] prohibits a project from restricting consideration of alternatives
for other reasonably foreseeable transportation improvements. This means that a project must not
dictate or restrict any future roadway alternatives. As proposed, the I-35 Capital Express North
Project would in no way limit consideration of improvements, or alternatives for construction of
such improvements. For this reason, the proposed project does not foreclose consideration of
alternatives for other reasonably foreseeable transportation improvements.
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2.4 Planning Consistency

The anticipated total cost of the proposed project is approximately 390 million including federal
and state funding. The proposed project is included in the fiscally-constrained Capital Area
Metropolitan Planning Organization’s (CAMPO) 2045 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and the
2021-2024 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), as amended. A copy of the
applicable pages from the RTP and STIP are included in AppendixE.
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3.0 PURPOSE AND NEED

3.1 Need

This project is needed to address local plans and because the capacity of I-35 between SH 45N
and US 290E is inadequate to meet current and future traffic volumes, resulting in congestion,
reduced mobility, and safety issues along this stretch of roadway.

3.2 Supporting Facts and/or Data

Congestion and Mobility

[-35 is a critical component of the roadway network in the region that functions as both a local
thoroughfare and commuter highway. It is one of only three north-south oriented controlled-access
facilities in the entire Austin metropolitan area. The others are Loop 1 (Mopac), approximately four
miles to the west, and SH 130, approximately eight miles to the east. Due to existing north-south
travel demand and the limited number of alternative parallel controlled-access routes, the I-35
corridor within the project limits is presently subject to severe traffic congestion for substantial time
periods each day. Congestion leads to poor operational efficiency and longer travel times for all
users, including transit and emergency response vehicles, particularly during peak? hours in the
morning and evening. According to the Texas Transportation Institute, the section of |-35 from
Parmer Lane to US 290E ranks #70 on the 2020 Texas Most Congested Roadway List.

As defined in the Highway Capacity Manual (Transportation Research Board, 2010), Level of
Service (LOS) is a qualitative measure used to analyze highways by categorizing traffic flows into
letter designations that characterize the operational conditions within a traffic stream and how the
conditions are perceived by the users of the facility. Six levels of service are defined using letter
designations from A to F for capacity analysis. In general, LOS A allows free flow; LOS B allows
reasonable free flow; LOS C is stable flow; LOS D is approaching unstable flow; LOS E is unstable
flow (i.e., operating at capacity); and LOS F is forced or breakdown flow.

Table 3-1 depicts the 2015 LOS, travel times and average speeds during peak travel times for the
majority of the project area (SH 45N to US 183). Southbound traffic during the morning peak hours
and northbound traffic during the evening peak hours had a LOS F and E, respectively. Likewise,
travel times and average speeds are significantly affected by peak travel. Travel times were
between 45 percent and 62 percent longer and average speeds were approximately 14 to 21 mph
slower southbound during the morning peak hours and northbound during the evening peak hours,
respectively, than during the southbound evening peak hours and northbound morning peak hours.

1 Morning and evening peaks refer to the hours in the AM and PM when traffic isthe heaviestas a result of people traveling to and
from work. For purposes of this study, the morning peak hours are from 7:00-9:00 AM and the evening peak hours are between
4:00-6:00 PM.

6



1 Table 3-1: Existing (2015) Peak Hour Traffic
. Travel Time Average Speed
Level of Service :
Section of Roadway™ (minutes) (mph)
SH 45N to
NN B C E 5.31 8.50 | 54.00 33.73
Lanes Parmer Lane to
US 183 B E 6.14 10.04 | 54.39 33.27
SH 45N to
TR Bariar L F C 9.28 6.85 | 34.11 46.20
Lanes Parmer Lane to
US 183 F C 10.21 6.62 29.50 45.46

2 Source: |-35 Future Transportation Corridor Planning and Linkages Study (August 2015)
3 *Data not available for the section of the projectbetween US 183 and US 290E
4
5 Table 3-2 shows the Capital Metropolitan Transit Authority’s (Capital Metro) bus routes currently
6 utilizing the I-35 Capital Express North corridor. Capital Metro services using 1-35 rely on consistent
7  travels times to ensure they manage their schedules for customers. Traffic congestion in the
8 corridor negatively affects bus schedules causing route delays and decreasing customer
9 satisfaction. With the projected increase in traffic congestion, the reliability of transit service along
10  this corridor may be expected to worsen if no improvements are made.
11
12 Table 3-2: Bus Routes Utilizing the I-35 Capital Express North Corridor
Capital Metro Bus Route Destination Vilzes (987 HiEs el (5 e
325 (MetroBus Local — | Tech Ridge Park and Ride/Norwood
: . 122
High frequency route) | Transit Center
5 am-7 am (every 15 min)
7 am-6 pm (every 10 min)
801 (MetroRapid) — High ; 6 pm-8 pm (every 15 min)
frequency route Tech Ridge/Southpark Meadows 8 pm-12:30 pm (every 20 min)
Thurs/Fri (only)
12:30 am-2:30 am (20 min)
300 (MetroBus Local) C_restwew Station/Westgate Transit Center 100
via crosstown routes
337 (MetroBus Local) Randalls/T ravis County Exposition Center 103
via crosstown routes
323 (MetroBus Local) Northcross Mall/Norwood Transit Center 71
via crosstown routes
392 (MetroBus Local) T_ech Ridge Park and Ride/Kramer Station 49
via crosstown routes
Tech Ridge Park and Ride/Howard Station
243 (MetroBus Local) via feeder routes via feeder routes i
Tech Ridge Park and Ride/HEB
1 (MetroBus Local) (Rundberg, S Congress, William Cannon)- 96
to and from downtown via local routes
13 Source: Capital Metro (2020)
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There are numerous emergency service facilities in the vicinity of the 1-35 Capital Express North
corridor for which the facility provides primary north-south access. According to data obtained from
the City of Austin and Google (2020), there are 40 emergency response facilities within two miles of
the project area. These consist of 18 fire and emergency medical service (EMS) facilities, 18
hospital and other medical facilities (i.e., clinics), and four police stations. As both the number of
vehicles on I-35 and the number of people living off the corridor increase, efficient incident
management becomes increasingly important in maintaining traffic flow not just for drivers on the
roadway, but for emergency responders called to the area as well.

As shown in Table 3-3, the population of Williamson County, Travis County, and the municipalities in
the vicinity of the project area grew significantly between 1990 and 2018. According to population
projections from the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB), continued significant growth in the
area is anticipated through 2050. Between 2018 and 2050, the population in the municipalities is
projected to increase between 23% and 168%. Likewise, the populations of Williamson County and
Travis County are projected to increase by 127% and 58%, respectively.

Table 3-3: Historic and Projected Population Growth

Percent
Change from
| 2018- 2050

Projected
Population
in 2050

Population

Percent
Change from
1990-2018

Geography

| City of Austin 465,622 | 935,755 101.0% 1,466,936 56.8%
| City of Round Rock 30,923 | 120,157 288.6% 291,629 142.7%
| Wells Branch MUD 7,094 12,227 72.4% 14,989 22.6%
| City of Pflugerville 4,444 59,757 1,244.7% 159,953 167.7%
| Travis County 576,407 | 1,203,166 108.7% 1,897,769 57.7%
| Williamson County 139,551 | 527,057 277.7% 1,195,374 126.8%

Source: Texas State Library and Archives Commission https://www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/abouttx/popcityl.html, American
Community Survey 5-Year Estimate 2014-2018 (Table B0O1001), and Texas Water Development Board, 2021 Regional
Water Plan Population Projections 2020-2070.

Employment is also projected to rise in Travis and Williamson counties in the future, continuing a
decades-long trend of employment growth in these counties. Table 3-4 shows historical and
projected employment data for Travis and Williamson counties from 2010 to 2045. Employment
projections indicate that current (2019) employment is expected to increase by approximately 72
percent and 119 percent in Travis and Williamson counties, respectively, by 2045, bringing over
865,000 more jobs to the region.
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Table 3-4: Historic and Projected Employment Data

Percent

Geography Change

2019-2045
72%

2045 ‘

Travis County 559,045 | 601,160 | 716,144 | 1,233,000

119%

Williamson County
Source: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimate, 2011-2015 and 2015-2019; CAMPO, 2020

211,646 | 233,484 | 293,784 | 642,000

The anticipated population growth and associated increase in employment in the area will
exacerbate the existing congestion problems on the I-35 corridor, particularly during peak traffic
hours that are heavily influenced by work commutes to/from downtown Austin. Traffic projections in
the corridor are projected to increase by 26 percent from 294,000 vehicles per day (vpd) in 2030
t0 369,850 vpd in 2050. As shown in Table 3-5, this increase in traffic would result in LOS F in
2035 during the southbound morning peak hours and northbound evening peak hours. When
compared to 2015, peak period travel times (southbound AM/northbound PM) in the project area
in 2035 are projected to increase by an average of 65 percent (12.5 minutes) and average speeds
are projected to decrease by an average of 39.5 percent (12.9 mph).

Table 3-5: Projected (2035) Peak Hour Traffic

Travel Time
Level of Service

Average Speed
(mph)

-m

Section of Roadway*

> asi o D F 14.10 | 39.06 | 20.33
Northbound Parmer Lane
Lanes Parmer Lane to
US 183 C F 7.38 15.19 | 45.29 22.00
SH 45N to F E 16.46 9.66 19.23 32.78
Southbound Parmer Lane
Lanes Parmer Lane to
Us 183 F E 17.19 8.64 17.51 34.84

Source: |-35 Future Transportation Corridor Planning and Linkages Study (August 2015)
*Data not available for the section of the projectbetween US 183 and US 290E

With the current and projected LOS for the corridor creating longer travel times for police, fire, and
emergency medical service vehicles using 1-35, there is a clear need to make improvements that
can improve mobility and travel times for emergency responders. Additionally, consistent and
shorter travel times for transit vehicles on 1-35 would make transit more attractive as a
transportation alternative. The infrastructure improvements within the project area would
accommodate the projected population and employment increase in the area and reduce
congestion to maintain mobility for local and through travelers, as well as emergency responders
and transit vehicles.
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Safety
Table 3-6 shows reported vehicle crash data along I-35 within the project termini from 2016 to

2018. When compared to the statewide average for urban interstates, the rate of collisions along
this section of I-35 is below average. Although the overall corridor crash rates were lower than the
statewide averages, the corridor’s increasing traffic congestion and associated potential for
crashes support the proposed I-35 Capital Express North improvements. The proposed
improvements would increase safety for motorists and bicyclists/pedestrians, and bring TXDOT
closer to achieving the goals of the End The Streak safety campaign.

Table 3-6: Vehicle Crash Data

Statewide Average
Crash Rate

Crash Year Total Crashes Crash Rate

Local Planning Consistency

The need for I-35 improvements included in the I-35 Capital Express North Project, specifically
adding capacity and increasing mobility, is apparent in planning documents from cities and
counties in and around the project area. The Round Rock Texas Transportation Master Plan Update
(2017) reports that “...congestion on I-35 is the top challenge facing Round Rock’s transportation
network.” The roadway system policies in the Austin Strategic Mobility Plan (2019) include
increasing vehicle capacity “...to manage congestion and facilitate emergency response” and
“...implementing managed lanes...” as a way to improve travel time reliability.

The Travis County Land Water and Transportation Plan (2014) states that “The continuance of
relieving congestion through expanding traditional transportation modes; i.e., adding lane capacity
to roadways, remains an important role for Travis County as part of the regional solution.” The
Williamson County Long-Range Transportation Plan (2009), as amended (2016) states that 1-35 is
on the “....network of roadways that will foster safety and mobility across the county.” This project
supports the goals and objectives identified in these local plans.

3.3 Purpose

The purpose of the proposed project is to be consistent with local plans, reduce congestion, and
improve mobility and safety on I-35 between SH 45N and US 290E.

10
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4,0 ALTERNATIVES

4.1 BuildAlternative

The Build Alternative, described in Section 2.2, satisfies the project purpose and need. The
improvements to 1-35 would improve mobility and safety by providing HOV managed lanes,
reconstructing intersections at east/west crossings, and improving bicycle and pedestrian
accommodations, thereby reducing congestion and crashes on 1-35 between the proposed project
termini. The proposed project would also be consistent with local plans by improving the overall
function of this regionally significant roadway. Because the Build Alternative satisfies the project’s
purpose and need, it is the recommended alternative.

4.2 NoBuild Alternative

Under the No Build Alternative, the proposed improvements to I-35 would not be constructed. The
No Build Alternative would not require the conversion of approximately 17.0 acres from existing
land uses to transportation use (ROW) nor would other project-related impacts occur. The No Build
Alternative would not increase mobility and safety in the project area. Consequently, the anticipated
benefits of the proposed project would not be realized and continued population growth and
development in the region would occur, leading to reduced mobility and safety along I-35 within the
project limits. For this reason, the No Build Alternative does not meet the purpose and need for the
proposed improvements (described in Section 3.0) and is not the recommended alternative.

Although the No Build Alternative fails to meet the project’s purpose and need and is not the
recommended alternative, it was carried forward (per the requirements of NEPA) as the baseline for
comparison. The No Build Alternative is evaluated in this EA along with the Build Alternative.

4.3 Preliminary Alternatives Considered but Eliminated from Further Consideration

A preliminary concept considered for the proposed project consisted of adding one tolled express
lane in each direction, reversing ramps from a rural to urban configuration, improving frontage
roads, and adding bicycle and pedestrian elements throughout the corridor. The improvements
largely used the existing infrastructure as much as possible by widening the existing pavement and
only reconstructing where roadway profile modifications were needed. However, due to changes to
legislation, stakeholder and public outreach, and two Value Engineering studies, the concept was
modified to 1) remove the tolling component, 2) incorporate the Wells Branch intersection stand-
alone project into the proposed I-35 Capital Express North Project as a DDI, 3) add bypass lanes,
and 4) reconstruct the Walnut Creek mainlane and frontage road bridges.

Environmental and engineering constraints were also evaluated to support the development of a

schematic design that avoids/minimizes social, economic and environmental impacts while
addressing the purpose and need of the project. The analysis was dynamic in nature and focused

11



1 onanon-going avoidance and minimization process. The following constraints were used during the
2  development of the Build Alternative:

3 ¢ Avoid reconstruction of the SH 45N, US 183 and US 290E interchange structures

4 e Retain the existing Parmer Lane bridge over I-35

5 ¢ Retain the existing Tech Ridge Boulevard/Yager Lane bridge over I-35

6 e Avoid cemeteries

7 e Avoid a large oak tree north of Braker Lane along the northbound frontage road

8 e Minimize impacts to businesses and residential property

9

10  Through design exceptions, retaining walls, alignment shifts, and other measures, the Build

11 Alternative was developed that avoided and minimized impacts to the project constraints while still
12 meeting the project purpose and need.

13
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5.0 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

In support of this EA, the following technical reports were prepared:

e Community Impacts Assessment Technical Report Form
e Archeological Background Study

e Historic Project Coordination Request Form

e Historic Research Design

e Historic Resources Survey Report

e Surface Water Analysis Form

e Species Analysis Spreadsheet

e Species Analysis Form

e Tier | Site Assessment Form

e Documentation of Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Best Management Practices Form
e Carbon Monoxide Traffic Air Quality Analysis Technical Report
e Mobile Source Air Toxics Technical Report

e Hazardous Materials Initial Site Assessment

¢ Traffic Noise Technical Report

e Indirect Effects Technical Report

e Section 4(f) De Minimis Checklist

e Chapter 26 Compliance Checklist

e Documentation of Public Meeting #1

e Documentation of Public Meeting #2

e Documentation of Public Meeting #3

e Documentation of Public Hearing

These technical reports and forms listed are incorporated by reference in this EA. Copies of the
technical reports are on file and available for review at the TxDOT-Austin District, 7901 N Interstate
Hwy 35, Austin, TX 78753, and online at_https://my35capex.com/.

For purposes of environmental study, project-related effects are categorized as direct, indirect and
cumulative. Direct effects are defined as those impacts which are caused by the action and occur
at the same time and place. Indirect effects, while being reasonably foreseeable, are also caused
by the action, but occur later in time or are farther removed in distance. Encroachment-alteration
effects are a type of indirect impact, removed from the proposed project in both time and distance,
and defined as those impacts that alter the behavior and function of the physical environment.
Other indirect effects pertain primarily to induced growth. Cumulative effects result from the
incremental impacts of an action when considered together with other past, present and
reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless of who takes the other actions. This section
(Section 5.0) addresses direct, indirect (encroachment-alteration and induced growth) and
cumulative effects that would result from the proposed I-35 Capital Express North Project.

13



© 00 N O o NP

e el e =
o UM WN PR O

17

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

5.1 Right-Of-Way/Displacements

Build Alternative: The Build Alternative would require the acquisition of approximately 17 acres of
new (additional) ROW, none of which has been previously acquired through early acquisition. The
additional ROW would be necessary to accommodate the increased pavement width, side slope
grading, existing terrain, drainage structures, SUP, utilities, and to maintain property access. The
additional ROW would be acquired from a total of 178 parcels.

The additional ROW would result in five commercial displacements: GTO Auto Wheels, Pickup
Heaven, A-1 Tires, Thermo King of Austin, and the offices of an auto business (name unknown). See
the Resource-specific Maps in Appendix F for the location of those displacements.

All ROW acquisition would be completed in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and
Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1979, as amended.

No Build Alternative: Under the No Build Alternative, no project-related ROW would be acquired,;
thus, no project-related displacements would occur.

5.2 LandUse

The project area is located within the cities of Austin and Round Rock. Land use immediately
adjacent to I-35 is predominantly commercial. Light industrial, civic, multi-family/single-family
residential, and undeveloped parcels are also present but to a lesser extent. Commercial uses
include but are not limited to, retail shops, restaurants, hotels/motels, commercial strip centers,
automobile repair shops, and gasoline service stations. High density residential neighborhoods and
apartment complexes are also located adjacent to the roadway. One public park, Upper Little
Walnut Creek Greenbelt, and two cemeteries, Cook-Walden Capital Parks Cemetery, and Memorial
Hill Cemetery, are located adjacent to the corridor.

Build Alternative: Development is largely built out in the project area. The project would create
additional capacity and improve mobility along the 1-35 corridor; however, it is not anticipated that
the proposed project would induce development or increase the rate or intensity of development in
the area. The communities in the area have been experiencing and will continue to experience
growth and housing construction, independent of the project. Land use on the acquired ROW would
change from residential, open space, or commercial to transportation use.

No Build Alternative: Under the No Build Alternative, the additional ROW would not be obtained and

there would be no project-related land use impacts.
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5.3 Farmlands

The Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) seeks to preserve the agricultural use of soils that are
particularly productive. The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) implements the FPPA
through regulations and by classifying soil series in terms of suitability for farming.

Build Alternative: The project is located in an urbanized area. According to NRCS, no land within the
project area is mapped as prime farmland or farmland of statewide importance. Therefore, no
major impacts to farming, including haying activities are anticipated as a result of the Build
Alternative. No further consideration for the protection of farmland is required by FPPA regulations.

No Build Alternative: Under the No Build Alternative, no transportation-related impacts to prime
farmland would occur. Undeveloped lands currently used for agriculture would likely continue to be
used for crop production or pasture unless the property owner pursues urban site development.

5.4 Utility Relocation

Build Alternative: It is reasonably foreseeable that utilities will have to be relocated as a result of
this project. It has not yet been determined whether the dislocated utilities will be re-installed within
the highway ROW, or to a location outside the highway ROW. However, the potential impacts (e.g.,
construction noise, potential disturbance to archeological resources, and potential impacts to
species habitat) resulting from re-installation of the displaced utilities within the highway ROW have
been considered as part of the overall project footprint impacts within this EA. To the extent that
the owner of any displaced utility determines to re-install the displaced utility at a location outside
of highway ROW, such location will be determined by the owner of the utility subject to the rules and
policies governing the utility relocation process. Additionally, the owner of the utility will be
responsible for acquiring any easements outside the highway ROW and ensuring that the design
and construction meet all regulatory and environmental compliance requirements. See 43 TAC
21.37(a)(9), (9)(1)), and (g)(4); 43 TAC 21.38(e)(2).

No Build Alternative: Under the No Build Alternative, there would be no project-related impacts to
utilities.

5.5 Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities

Build Alternative: Existing bicycle lanes and sidewalks are located on the 1-35 cross streets.
Additionally, existing sidewalks occur along the I-35 frontage roads. The Build Alternative would add
10-foot wide SUPs, where feasible, along both sides of I-35 within the project limits. In constrained
areas along the roadway, the SUP would narrow to 8 feet wide. A 5-foot wide on-street bike lane
with a 2-foot wide buffer would be provided at the following east/west cross streets: Grand Avenue
Parkway, Howard Lane, Braker Lane, and Rundberg Lane. At the proposed DDI at Wells Branch
Parkway and the DDI under construction at Parmer Lane, an 8 to 10-foot wide SUP would go down

15
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the center of the bridges between opposing directions of travel. There are no proposed changes to
the existing bicycle/pedestrian accommodations at Tech Ridge Boulevard or the US 183 frontage
roads.

TXDOT has coordinated with the City of Austin regarding design details for bicycle and pedestrian
facilities on all cross streets within the project limits. Coordination with the City will be on-going
during final design, including a commitment to provide the City the 60 percent PS&E plan sets to
review and comment on. The proposed bicycle and pedestrian facilities would be compatible with
City of Austin plans. The project would also comply with TXDOT’s Bicycle Accommodation Design
Guidance, which implements United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) and FHWA policy
regarding bicycle and pedestrian accommodations.

No Build Alternative: Under the No Build Alternative, there would be no project-related impacts and
improvements to bicycle/pedestrian facilities would not occur.

5.6 Community Impacts

The study area for the community impact assessment includes census blocks that are adjacent to
the existing ROW. These are the areas that are most likely to experience access, travel pattern, and
community cohesion impacts as a result of the proposed project. The study area is primarily
commercial with scattered residential and light industrial uses. Eighty community facilities were
identified within the study area and include multiple cemeteries, places of worship, schools, funeral
homes, parks, and government facilities. There are several community facilities, primarily places of
worship and businesses, that primarily serve minority populations within the study area.

There are 65 predominately minority Census blocks interspersed throughout the study area. There
is also one block group in the southern portion of the study area that has a median household
income below the 2021 Department of Health and Human Services poverty level of $26,500.
These minority and low-income populations are considered environmental justice (EJ) populations.
Potential direct impacts to the EJ populations were analyzed to ensure these groups would not be
adversely or disproportionately affected by the Build Alternative in accordance with Executive Order
(EO) 12898.

There are homeless encampments and more dispersed populations living within the ROW. TxDOT’s
initiative to address homelessness includes coordination and focused engagement with agencies
and nonprofit providers supporting people experiencing homelessness. Early communication and
notice in advance of construction activities will occur in all areas that are inhabited as the project
nears construction.

Socioeconomic and demographic information about the affected communities is found in the
Community Impact Assessment Technical Report Form, available for review at the TxDOT Austin
District office, and online at_https://my35capex.com/.

16
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Build Alternative: Displacements that would occur as a result of the proposed project consist of five
auto-related businesses. There are currently several existing parcels in the vicinity that could serve
as replacement locations for these businesses, many of which allow for automobile repair services.
These businesses are not unique to the area and their displacement would not have an impact on
the community as a whole. Proposed ROW acquisition would be conducted in accordance with the
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended.
Substantial impacts to the community are not anticipated as a result of the proposed
displacements.

Community Cohesion, Access, and Travel Patterns

Existing residents and businesses adjacent to the project area are currently separated by 1-35 as it
is a significant physical and visual barrier within the community. The proposed project would not
create a new separation or significantly increase the existing separation. Vehicle travel patterns and
access would not change throughout most of the corridor; however, there would be a modification
to travel patterns and access at the I-35/Wells Branch Parkway intersection due to the proposed
DDI. Movements through this intersection would be altered, which would require drivers to find
other means of getting to the other side of the intersection along the I-35 frontage roads.
Depending on the location at the intersection, this could either be accomplished by using alternate
roadways or traveling through parking lots to access the existing northbound and proposed
southbound bypass lanes, or by making a right turn onto Wells Branch Parkway to access parcels
via adjoining roadways. Additional changes in travel patterns would occur at the proposed bypass
lanes at Howard Lane, Yager Lane/Tech Ridge Boulevard, and Rundberg Lane. The bypass lanes
would allow traffic on the frontage roads to avoid travel through traffic signals, which would
decrease travel time and improve mobility. The DDI and bypass lane improvements would not affect
the overall use of the businesses located at those intersections.

The proposed SUP would improve east/west connectivity and allow people within the community
the ability to access the area or participate in local activities without the use of motor vehicles. With
the proposed addition of a SUP, there is the potential to increase pedestrian and bicycle activity
within the community, so some trips within the community to participate in local activities that had
previously been taken by car could shift to walking or biking. The SUP, as well as improved
interchanges, would allow for easier and safer east/west travel throughout the community at
interchanges to provide more connectivity throughout the study area. Overall mobility would be
improved by allowing faster travel times to/from communities along the I-35 corridor with the
addition of a frontage road lane and a managed lane in each direction. Community cohesion would
improve due to the addition of alternative modes of travel and the improved mobility and safety.

In November 2020 Austin voters approved Project Connect, a substantial investment in Capital
Metro transit operations throughout the city, including sections of the project area. Capital Metro is
a stakeholder agency and TxDOT will continue to coordinate with this agency to reach shared
objectives among the two projects. Managed lanes are a tool for the region’s mobility needs that
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can be useful for transit in the project area. Transit users would benefit from the enhanced service
as aresult of access to managed lane use and the pedestrian improvements for first and last mile
connections across and along I-35.

Environmental Justice

The five businesses that would be displaced are all located in a minority EJ census geography
(Block 3001 of Census Tract 18.23). Therefore, it was assumed that the businesses serve the
surrounding EJ community and that the proposed project would affect the EJ populations that are
served by the businesses that would be displaced. The products and services provided by the
businesses that would be displaced do not specifically cater to EJ populations. Further, these
businesses are not unique to the area. Two tire shops would be displaced; however, there are
approximately 14 other tire shops and other more general auto repair shops within the study area.
Pickup Heaven is a truck accessories store that would be displaced and there are approximately
seven other truck accessories stores within the study area. Thermo King of Austin is a sales,
service, and parts dealership for transport temperature control systems. The nearest business that
appears to offer the same type of service and equipment is approximately 15 miles to the north in
Round Rock. Therefore, the products and services provided by the displaced businesses, none of
which would be considered essential, could be obtained through other retailers in the study area
while the displaced businesses relocate.

The ROW acquisition that would result in the displacements was necessary to provide for safety and
operational efficiency of the proposed roadway. Alternative designs were considered to avoid and
minimize the proposed displacements to the extent practicable, while still providing for the needed
mobility improvements. In order to avoid ROW acquisition in that location, additional ROW would
have been required from the other side of I-35, which is also an EJ area (Block 3005 of Census
Tract 18.33), resulting in other commercial displacements. These commercial displacements would
have likely included auto-related businesses, a lawn sprinkler business, and a Hispanic grocery
store. Further, EJ census blocks (both minority and low-income) are located adjacent to the project
area for several miles north and south of the displaced businesses; therefore, displacements
necessary to provide the needed mobility improvements were unavoidable.

Although the proposed displacements would occur within an EJ area, and the loss of these services
could be predominantly borne by the surrounding EJ community, the overall potential impacts to EJ
populations would not be considered substantially disproportionate or adverse due to the
availability of other similar businesses in the study area and because none of the businesses
specifically cater to EJ populations. As such, no mitigation is proposed to offset impacts to the
affected EJ community. The benefits of the proposed project such as improved mobility and the
safety and operational efficiency of the proposed roadway would be greater than the impacts borne
by the EJ community as a result of the proposed displacements. There is a substantial need for the
[-35 Capital Express North improvements, which would benefit the community as a whole, including
EJ populations.
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Rights afforded to displaced persons under the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended, include: a notice as soon as it is feasible, an
appraisal of the property, a written offer not less than the appraised fair market value, an
opportunity to consider the offer and partake in negotiations, and payment for moving expenses.

Limited English Proficiency

EO 13166, “Improving Access to Services for Persons with Limited English Proficiency,” requires
federal agencies to examine the services they provide, identify any need for services to those with
Limited English Proficiency (LEP), and develop and implement a system to provide those services so
that LEP persons can have meaningful access to them. Based on data from the 2019 American
Community Survey, block groups located in the study area have an LEP population ranging from 4.1
percent to 58.4 percent. Spanish speakers make up the largest portion of the LEP population with
16.8 percent. Other LEP populations are Asian and Pacific Islander (3.0 percent), Indo-European
(1.8 percent), and Other (1.4 percent). There were multiple signs for businesses and community
facilities within the study area in languages other than English.

To comply with EO 13166 and to ensure full and fair public participation for the proposed project,
newspaper advertisements for the public meetings held in August 2016, February 2017, and
October 2019, and for the public hearing held in May 2021 were published in both English and
Spanish. Comment forms were also made available in English and Spanish, and a project team
member was available at the public meetings and public hearing in-person option to accommodate
the communication needs of individuals speaking Spanish. No requests for assistance in another
language other than English were requested.

Information about LEP accommodations and impacts on the community, EJ populations, and
access/travel pattern modifications is found in the Community Impact Assessment Technical
ReportForm, available for review at the TxDOT Austin District office, and online at
https://my35capex.com/.

No Build Alternative: Under the No Build Alternative, there would be no project-related impacts to
communities. The communities in the project area would continue to have increased traffic which,
in turn, would result in reduced mobility and safety in the project area. Additionally, no project-
related impacts to minority or low-income populations would occur under the No Build Alternative
as the proposed project would not be constructed.

5.7 Visual/Aesthetic Impacts

[-35 is an existing, well established interstate highway. The project area is located within a
developed area of north Austin and a rapidly developing area of Round Rock. The existing ROW
consists mainly of urbanized land and paved roadway. Outside of the existing ROW is predominantly
developed; however, some undeveloped wooded areas are present. 1-35 is a dominant visual
feature in the project area.
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Build Alternative: The proposed project would follow the existing alignment of [-35. The primary
changes to the visual environment in the project corridor consist of the addition of managed lanes
(one in each direction) and elevated bypass lanes at Howard Lane (northbound), Yager Lane/Tech
Ridge Boulevard (northbound), and Rundberg Lane (northbound and southbound). However, since
the proposed project would be along an existing, heavily developed interstate corridor, the visual
and aesthetic impacts of the proposed project would be negligible.

No Build Alternative: The No Build Alternative would not result in visual impacts along the corridor
as the proposed improvements would not be constructed.

5.8 CulturalResources

Cultural resources are structures, buildings, archeological sites, districts (a collection of related
structures, buildings, and/or archeological sites), cemeteries, and objects. Both federal and state
laws require consideration of cultural resources during project planning. At the federal level, NEPA
and the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, among others, apply to transportation
projects such as this one. In addition, state laws such as the Antiquities Code of Texas (ACT) apply
to these projects. Compliance with these laws often requires consultation with the Texas Historical
Commission (THC)/Texas State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and/or federally recognized
tribes to determine the project’s effects on cultural resources. The evaluation of impacts to cultural
resources has been conducted under Section 106 of the NHPA in accordance with the
Programmatic Agreement (PA) among the FHWA, TxDOT, the SHPO and the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation Regarding the Implementation of Transportation Undertakings. Review and
coordination of this project followed approved procedures for compliance with federal and state
laws.

5.8.1 Archeology

Build Alternative: Based on the results of an Archeological Background Study, there were no sites
previously recorded within the Area of Potential Effects (APE) that are listed or are eligible for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or for designation as a State Antiquities
Landmark (SAL). Based on a review of geology, soils, landforms, and previous disturbances, it was
determined that there is a very low potential for intact, buried cultural deposits throughout the APE.
Therefore, no further archeological investigations were recommended. TXDOT Environmental Affairs
Division (TxDOT-ENV) cleared the project for archeology on March 9, 2021 (see Appendix G).

The Archeological Background Study identified two cemeteries (Memorial Hill Cemetery and Capitol
Memorial Park [now called Cook-Walden Capital Parks Cemetery]) immediately adjacent to the APE.
All construction activities in the vicinity of the adjacent cemeteries would be limited to the existing
[-35 ROW. TxDOT archeologists contacted the general manager of the cemeteries, who confirmed
that no interments extend outside of the established, fenced in boundaries of either cemetery.
Based on this information, there are no concerns of impacting unmarked graves within the APE.
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The Archeological Background Study Report prepared for the proposed project is available at the
TxDOT Austin District office, and online at_https://my35capex.com/.

Coordination with federally-recognized Native American tribes was conducted. A tribal review of the
project resulted in the determination that no sites of concern would be affected. The coordination
response letter, dated February 23, 2021, is included in Appendix G.

In the event that cultural resources are encountered during construction, TXDOT would immediately
initiate cultural resource discovery procedures. All work in the vicinity of the discovery would cease
until a specialist from TxDOT and/or the THC could arrive on site and assess the discovery’s
significance and the need, if any, for additional investigation.

No Build Alternative: As construction of the proposed I-35 Capital Express North Project would not
occur, there would be no project-related impacts on archeological resources associated with the No
Build Alternative.

5.8.2 Historic Properties

In compliance with the PA for Transportation Undertakings, as executed among FHWA, TxDOT, the
SHPO, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, a historic resource survey was conducted
for the proposed I-35 Capital Express North Project.

Build Alternative: Project historians surveyed the project APE in April 2020 and documented 42
properties with historic-age resources within the project APE. Following evaluation of the properties,
project historians recommended none of the properties eligible for listing in the NRHP. Pursuant to
Stipulation IX, Appendix 6 “Undertakings with the Potential to Cause Effects per 36 CFR 800.16(i)”
of the Section 106 PA and the MOU, TxDOT historians determined that there is no effect to historic,
non-archeological properties in the APE. Individual project coordination with SHPO was not required.
See Appendix G for the TXDOT clearance, dated January 12, 2021, as well as coordination
conducted with the County Historical Commissions for Travis and Williamson counties.

The Historic Project Coordination Request Form, Historic Research Design, and Historic Resources
Survey Report prepared for the proposed project are available at the TxDOT Austin District office,
and online at_https://my35capex.com/.

No Build Alternative: Because the proposed I-35 Capital Express North improvements would not be
constructed, the No Build Alternative would not result in project-related impacts to historic
resources.
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5.9 Protected Lands

Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act protects publicly owned and accessible
parks, recreation areas, and wildlife and waterfowl refuges and historic sites. Chapter 26 of the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Code includes provisions similar to the federal Section 4(f) regulation,
including requiring a finding that there is no feasible and prudent alternative to the use or taking of
the protected land, that the project includes all reasonable planning to minimize harm and that a
public hearing be held prior to the approval of the use of land from these publicly-owned park
properties.

Upper Little Walnut Creek Greenbelt, a Section 4(f) and Chapter 26 resource, is located adjacent to
the southbound I-35 frontage road at Little Walnut Creek. The public park parcel (TCAD Parcel ID
426172)is currently undeveloped, with no amenities or recreational facilities. Another parcel
(TCAD Parcel ID 238710) located adjacent to the northbound I-35 frontage road at Little Walnut
Creek has been designated by the City of Austin as ‘Potential Parkland’. The City also has plans for
a public access easement at TCAD Parcel ID 239725, located adjacent to the potential parkland
parcel. See Appendix C and Appendix F for the location of the existing and potential parkland
parcels and the proposed City easement parcel. The proposed project would include improvements
within the three parcels comprising the existing park and potential portion of the park; therefore,
the provisions of Section 4(f) and Chapter 26 apply.

Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act requires that recreational facilities
receiving U.S. Department of Interior funding from the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act as
allocated by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) may not be converted to non-
recreational uses unless approval is received from TPWD and the National Park Service. There are
no Section 6(f) resources in the proposed project area.

Build Alternative: The Build Alternative would require the acquisition of approximately 0.66 acre of
ROW from the Upper Little Walnut Creek Greenbelt, a Section 4(f) and Chapter 26 resource. This
includes 0.54 acre from the existing parkland parcel on the west side of I-35, 0.07 acre from the
potential parkland parcel, and 0.05 acre from the proposed City of Austin easement on the east
side of |-35. At the time of the public hearing, only the property on the west side of 1-35 was owned
by the City of Austin. The City disclosed imminent plans to acquire the additional ROW and
easement on the east side of I-35; therefore, the amount of ROW TxDOT requires from these
parcels has been included in the estimated acreage requirements. The additional ROW would be
needed to accommodate the addition of a southbound bypass lane ramp/extended direct
connector and northbound bypass lane over Rundberg Lane. These improvements were determined
to be necessary based on traffic modeling to improve roadway operations. These improvements
would not result in impacts to any recreational amenities in the existing parkland parcel or planned
amenities in the potential parkland parcel or proposed City easement.
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Coordination with the City of Austin Parks Department, the official with jurisdiction (OWJ) over the
park, was conducted to discuss improvements in the park and Section 4(f) de minimis applicability.
As a result of this coordination, design measures were incorporated into the project to mitigate
impacts to the park. These design measures included the incorporation of a bicycle/pedestrian
crossing under [-35 at Little Walnut Creek. The crossing would connect to the frontage road SUPs,
which would be built outside TXDOT ROW on City of Austin park property. The OWJ concurred with
TXDOT’s de minimis finding that the proposed project would have no adverse effects to the Upper
Little Walnut Creek Greenbelt (see Appendix H for the concurrence letter). TXDOT-ENV approved the
Section 4(f) de minimis documentation on November 10, 2021.

Impacts within the park boundaries were presented at the public hearing and also in the public
hearing notifications. Four comments were received from the public within the 30-day comment
period regarding the proposed use of the park. Compliance with Chapter 26 regulations for impacts
to the park were followed for the public hearing. TXDOT-ENV approved the Chapter 26
documentation on August 5, 2021.

No Build Alternative: Because the proposed I-35 Capital Express North improvements would not be
constructed, the No Build Alternative would not result in project-related impacts to Section 4(f), 6(f)
or Chapter 26 resources.

5.10 Water Resources

Water resources occurring in the project area were researched by desktop review of web resources
from the United States Geological Survey (USGS) National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) and 7.5-
minute topographic data for Pflugerville West and Austin East, Texas quadrangles, Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), TWDB, Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA), United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) National Wetlands Inventory (NWI)
mapping, and aerial photography. Desktop mapping of water resources was performed using
Geographic Information System mapping, utilizing spatial data obtained from USGS, TWDB, FEMA,
and USFWS.

The Surface Water Analysis Form prepared for the proposed project is available for review at the
TxDOT Austin District office, and online at_https://my35capex.com/.

5.10.1Clean Water Act Section 404

Pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA), an investigation was conducted to identify
potential jurisdictional waters of the U.S., including wetlands, within the project area. Field
reconnaissance conducted on March 31 and November 4, 2019, and November 6, 2020, identified
potentially jurisdictional waters of the U.S. that could be impacted by the proposed project. A total
of nine surface water features were found in the project area. They include Gilleland Creek (with an
adjacent wetland), two unnamed tributaries to Gilleland Creek, Walnut Creek, two unnamed

23



© 0o N o o~ WDN P

=
= O

tributaries to Walnut Creek, Little Walnut Creek, and two unnamed tributaries to Little Walnut
Creek.

Build Alternative: This project would involve a regulated activity in jurisdictional waters and

therefore would require authorization under Section 404. Table 5-1 shows the waters that are
anticipated to be jurisdictional waters in which a regulated activity is anticipated to take place. It
also indicates whether the impacts are anticipated to be authorized under Section 404 by a non-
reporting nationwide permit (NWP) (i.e., no pre-construction notification [PCN] required), or if it is
anticipated that a NWP with PCN, individual standard permit, letter of permission, or regional
general permit would be required. Based on project activities, it is anticipated that the proposed
project would require a non-reporting NWP 14.
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No Build Alternative: Because the proposed I-35 Capital Express North improvements would
not be constructed, the No Build Alternative would not result in project-related impacts to
jurisdictional wetlands and other waters of the U.S.

5.10.2 Clean Water Act Section 401

Build Alternative: For projects that require a NWP under Section 404 that is covered by
TCEQ’s blanket 401 water quality certification, regardless of whether the NWP is non-
reporting, or requires the submission of a PCN, TxXDOT complies with Section 401 of the CWA
by implementing TCEQ conditions for NWPs. For projects that require authorization under a
NWP under Section 404 that is not covered by TCEQ’s blanket 401 water quality
certification, or under an individual standard permit, letter of permission, or regional general
permit under Section 404, TxDOT will coordinate the Section 401 water quality certification
with TCEQ. TCEQ will either approve or deny the Section 401 water quality certification, or
issue a waiver. The TCEQ Section 401 water quality certification decision must be submitted
to the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) before use of the NWP can be
confirmed, or an individual standard permit, letter of permission, or regional general permit
decision can be made.

Compliance with Section 401 requires the use of best management practices (BMPS) to
manage water quality on construction sites. General Condition 12 also requires applicants
using NWP 14 to use appropriate soil erosion and sedimentation controls. Section 401
Water Quality Certification would be required for the proposed project. The Section 401
Certification requirements for NWP 14 would be met by implementing a Storm Water
Pollution Prevention Plan (SW3P). The SW3P would include at least one BMP from the Tier |
401 Water Quality Certification Conditions for NWPs as published by the TCEQ. These BMPs
would address each of the following categories:

= Category | Erosion Control would be addressed by using temporary vegetation and/or
blankets and matting.

= Category Il Post-Construction Total Suspended Solids (TSS) Control would be
addressed by installing vegetative filter strips.

= Category lll Sedimentation Control would be addressed by installing silt fences, rock
berms, and/or sand bag berms.

Other approved methods would be substituted if necessary, using one of the BMPs from the
identical category.

The potential for project-related encroachment-alteration effects on water quality would be
mitigated through temporary and permanent (post-construction) BMPs as described above.
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Water resources could receive an increased amount of sediment if storm water were
released from the project area despite the use of BMPs. To minimize the potential for
adverse impacts, BMPs would be regularly inspected and proactively maintained.

No Build Alternative: Because the proposed I-35 Capital Express North improvements would
not be constructed, the No Build Alternative would not result in project-related impacts to
water quality.

5.10.3 Executive Order 11990 Wetlands

EO 11990 Protection of Wetlands (42 Federal Register 26961, May 24, 1977) provides the
requirement “to avoid to the extent possible the long- and short-term adverse impacts
associated with the destruction or modification of wetlands and to avoid direct or indirect
support of new construction in wetlands wherever there is a practicable alternative.”

Build Alternative: Based on the current design analysis, there would be no impact to
wetlands; therefore, EO 11990 does not apply.

No Build Alternative: Because the proposed I-35 Capital Express North improvements would
not be constructed, the No Build Alternative would not result in project-related impacts to
wetlands.

5.10.4 Rivers and Harbors Act

The Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 generally prohibits the construction of structures over or
in navigable waters of the U.S. without Congressional approval, which has been delegated to
the United States Coast Guard (USCG). The Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 also prohibits
excavation or fill within navigable waters of the U.S. without the approval of the USACE.
Based on a project scoping analysis, it was determined that neither the Build Alternative nor
the No Build Alternative would have an impact on any Section 9/10 waters, as defined by
the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899.

5.10.5 Clean Water Act Section 303(d)

According to the 2020 Texas Integrated Report - Texas 303(d) List (Category 4 and 5) and
the 2020 Index of All Impaired Water, the project is located within five linear miles of, is
within the watershed of, and drains to five impaired waterbodies (see Table 5-2). All
segments are impaired due to elevated bacteria levels. Segment 1429C (Waller Creek) also
has an impaired microbenthic community.
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1 Table 5-2: Impaired Assessment Units

Assessment Unit
Number
Colorado River Walnut Creek 1428B 4a
Colorado River Gilleland Creek 1428C 4a
Colorado River Waller Creek 1429C 4a, 5¢
Spicewood Tributary

Watershed ‘ Segment Name Segment Number

Colorado River to Shoal Creek 1403) da
Colorado River Taylor Slough South 1403K 4a
2
3 Build Alternative: To date, TCEQ has not required (through either a total maximum daily load
4  (TMDL) or the review of projects under the MOU) additional control measures, beyond those
5 already required by the Construction General Permit (CGP), to mitigate the potential impact
6 of road construction on impaired waters. Therefore, compliance with the project’s CGP,
7  along with coordination under the TCEQ MOU for certain transportation projects, collectively
8 meets the need to address impaired waters during the environmental review process. As
9 required by the CGP, the project and associated activities would be implemented, operated,
10  and maintained using BMPs to control the discharge of pollutants from the project site.
11
12 No Build Alternative: Because the proposed I-35 Capital Express North improvements would
13 not be constructed, the No Build Alternative would not result in project-related impacts to
14  impaired waterways.
15 5.10.6 Clean Water Act Section 402

16  Build Alternative: This project would include five or more acres of earth disturbance. TxXDOT
17 would comply with TCEQ’s Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (TPDES) CGP. A
18  SW3P would be implemented, and a construction site notice would be posted at the

19  construction site. A Notice of Intent (NOI) and a Notice of Termination (NOT) would be

20 required. The proposed project is located within the boundaries of the City of Austin, City of
21 Round Rock, and TxDOT’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Phase | permits.
22

23 Since TPDES CGP authorization and compliance (and the associated documentation) occur
24  outside of the environmental clearance process, compliance is ensured by the policies and
25 procedures that govern the design and construction phases of the project. The Project

26  Development Process Manual and the Plans, Specifications, and Estimates (PS&E)

27  Preparation Manual require a SW3P be included in the plans of all projects that disturb one
28  ormore acres. The Construction Contract Administration Manual requires that the

29  appropriate CGP authorization documents (NOI or site notice) be completed, posted, and
30 submitted, when required by the CGP, to TCEQ and the MS4 operator. It also requires that
31 projects be inspected to ensure compliance with the CGP.
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The PS&E Preparation Manual requires that all projects include Standard Specification Item
506 (Temporary Erosion, Sedimentation, and Environmental Controls), and the “Required
Specification Checklists” require the current version of Special Provision 506 on all projects
that need authorization under the CGP. These documents require the project contractor to
comply with the CGP and SW3P, and to complete the appropriate authorization documents.

No Build Alternative: Under the No Build Alternative, there would be no earth disturbance
and compliance with the TPDES CGP and coordination with the MS4 operator would not be
required.

5.10.7 Floodplains

Build Alternative: Portions of the proposed project are located within a FEMA designated
100-year floodplain. The hydraulic design for this project would be in accordance with
current FHWA and TxDOT design policies. The facility would permit the conveyance of the
100-year flood, inundation of the roadway being acceptable, without causing damage to the
facility, stream, or other property. The proposed project would not increase the base flood
elevation to alevel that would violate applicable floodplain regulations and ordinances.
Coordination with the local Floodplain Administrator would be required.

This project is federally funded and therefore is subject to EO 11988, Floodplain
Management. However, the project will not involve a significant encroachment in the
floodplain.

No Build Alternative: Because the proposed I-35 Capital Express North improvements would
not be constructed, the No Build Alternative would not result in project-related impacts to
floodplains.

5.10.8 Wild and Scenic Rivers

Based on a project scoping analysis, it was determined that neither the Build Alternative nor
the No Build Alternative would have an impact on this resource category or subject matter.
(NOTE: No designated Wild and Scenic Rivers are located within the project area.)

5.10.9 Coastal Barrier Resources

Based on a project scoping analysis, it was determined that neither the Build Alternative nor
the No Build Alternative would have an impact on this resource category or subject matter.
(NOTE: Project area is not located in a coastal area.)
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5.10.10 Coastal Zone Management

This project is not located within the Texas Coastal Management Plan (TCMP) boundary.
Therefore, a consistency determination is not required.
(NOTE: Project area is not located in a coastal area.)

5.10.11 Edwards Aquifer

The Edwards Aquifer is a karst aquifer that underlies 3,600 square miles across ten
counties in south-central and central Texas. The Edwards Aquifer is the primary source of
water for San Antonio and the surrounding areas. Springs and streams originating in the
Contributing Zone eventually flow across the Recharge Zone where surface water can
infiltrate into the aquifer. Geologic features (e.g., faults and fractures) in the Transition Zone
also provide an opportunity for surface water infiltration into the aquifer.

Build Alternative: The northern portion of the project area between SH 45N and
approximately Howard Lane overlays the Edwards Aquifer Transition Zone. A TCEQ Edwards
Aquifer Protection Plan (i.e., Water Pollution Abatement Plan or Contributing Zone Plan) is
not required. There are no BMPs required by the TCEQ Edwards Aquifer Rules.

No Build Alternative: Because the proposed I-35 Capital Express North improvements would
not be constructed, the No Build Alternative would not result in project-related impacts to
the Edwards Aquifer.

5.10.12 International Boundary and Water Commission

This project does not cross or encroach upon the floodway of the International Boundary
Water Commission (IBWC) ROW or an IBWC flood control project.

5.10.13 Drinking Water Systems

Build Alternative: Austin relies on surface water from the Colorado River and Round Rock
relies on surface water from Lake Georgetown for their water supply. In accordance with
TxDOT’s Standard Specifications for Construction and Maintenance of Highways, Streets and
Bridges (Item 103, Disposal of Wells), any drinking water wells would need to be properly
removed and disposed of during construction of the project.

No Build Alternative: Because the proposed I-35 Capital Express North improvements would
not be constructed, the No Build Alternative would not result in project-related impacts to
the drinking water systems.
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5.11 Biological Resources

For information regarding biological resources refer to the Tier | Site Assessment Form,
Species Analysis Form, Species Analysis Spreadsheet, and Documentation of TPWD BMP
Form available at the TXDOT Austin District office, and online at_https://my35capex.com/.

511.1 Impacts to Vegetation

The Tier | Site Assessment Form, prepared for this proposed project, describes 14 different
vegetation communities that were mapped within the project area by TPWD’s Ecological
Mapping Systems of Texas (EMST). These are shown below in Table 5-3.

Table 5-3: Project Area Vegetation

Edwards Plateau

EMST MOU Field Coordination
Ecoregion | Vegetation Common Name Mapped - Verified | Threshold
Acreage g Acreage (acres)
Agriculture Barren 0.1 0.1 0.0 10.0
Edwards Plateau: Ashe Juniper Motte 0.0
and Woodland '
Edwards Edwards Plateau: Oak / Hardwood 0.7
Plateau: Motte and Woodland '
Savanna, Edwards Plateau: Deciduous Oak /
Woodland, Evergreen Motte and Woodland 0.1 45 1.9 3.0
and Edwards Plateau: Oak / Hardwood 0.1
Shrubland Slope Forest '
Edwards Plateau: Savanna Grassland 3.5
Tallgrass A
Prairie, Blackland Prairie: Disturbance or Tame 0.9 0.9 0.01 0.1
Grassland
Grassland
Central Texas: Floodplain Hardwood 34
Forest '
Riparian Central Texas: Riparian Hardwood 0.5 40 40 0.1
Forest
Central Texas: Riparian Juniper Forest 0.0
: Native Invasive: Mesquite Shrubland 1.4
D';:‘;{ﬁ:d 2.1 1.0 2.0
Native Invasive: Deciduous Woodland 0.7
Urban: High Intensity 493.3
Urban 688.3 693.0 N/A
Urban: Low Intensity 195.0
Totals 699.9 | 699.9 | 699.9 N/A
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As detailed in §2.206 of the 2013 MOU, coordination with TPWD is required for projects
based on certain triggers, including the disturbance of habitat in an area equal to or greater
than the area of disturbance indicated in the Threshold Table PA. Vegetation within the
proposed project falls into six MOU vegetation types: Agriculture; Edwards Plateau: Savanna,
Woodland, and Shrubland; Tallgrass Prairie, Grassland; Riparian; Disturbed Prairie; and
Urban. The Threshold Table PA sets a disturbance threshold of 10 acres for Agriculture; 3
acres for Edwards Plateau: Savanna, Woodland, and Shrubland; 0.1 acre for Tallgrass
Prairie, Grassland; 0.1 acre for Riparian; and 2 acres for Disturbed Prairie. No threshold has
been established for Urban.

Build Alternative: Vegetation impacts quantified in Table 5-3 show that the proposed project
would exceed the threshold for one MOU vegetation type: Riparian. Early coordination with
TPWD regarding effects to vegetation communities was conducted in accordance with
provisions of the 2013 MOU and coordination was completed on April 29, 2021. The
coordination correspondence is included in AppendixG.

The vast majority of the project area is characterized as urban, with only approximately one
percent of the project area comprised of native vegetation. Impacts to vegetation would be
avoided or minimized by limiting disturbance to only that which is necessary to construct the
proposed project. The removal of native vegetation, particularly mature native trees and
shrubs would be avoided to the greatest extent practicable. A native and locally-adapted
seed mix would be used in the landscaping and re-vegetation of disturbed areas.

No Build Alternative: If the No Build Alternative were implemented, the proposed project
would not be constructed. No effects to vegetation related to the construction of the
proposed project would occur. Existing land use and activities, including routine mowing,
would continue to periodically affect vegetation communities.

5.11.2 Executive Order 13112 on Invasive Species

Build Alternative: This project is subject to and would comply with federal EO 13112 on
Invasive Species. The department implements this EO on a programmatic basis through its
Roadside Vegetation Management Manual and Landscape and Aesthetics Design Manual.
In compliance with EO 13112, a native and locally-adapted seed mix would be used in the
landscaping and revegetation of disturbed areas.

No Build Alternative: If the No Build Alternative were implemented, the proposed project
would not be constructed; thus, the provisions of EO 13112 would not be triggered.
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5.11.3 Executive Memorandum on Environmentally and Economically
Beneficial Landscaping

Build Alternative: This project is subject to and would comply with the federal Executive
Memorandum on Environmentally and Economically Beneficial Landscaping, effective April
26, 1994. The department implements this Executive Memorandum on a programmatic
basis through its Roadside Vegetation Management Manual and Landscape and Aesthetics
Design Manual. With the exception of reseeding of disturbed areas, landscaping is not
currently planned for the proposed project. A native and locally-adapted seed mix would be
used.

No Build Alternative: If the No Build Alternative were implemented, the proposed project
would not be constructed; thus, the provisions of the Executive Memorandum would not be
triggered.

5.11.4 Impacts to Wildlife

Within the urban areas along [-35, native vegetation/natural habitat is minimal and limited
to approximately seven acres of the approximately 700-acre project area. As such, wildlife is
limited to those species adapted to an urban environment. Within the rural areas along the
corridor, native vegetation/natural habitat is present and consists generally of live oak/Ashe
juniper woodlands, riparian areas, and disturbed prairie, which is desirable habitat for a
variety of wildlife.

Build Alternative: The proposed project would result in vegetation clearing along the existing
and proposed ROW and drainage easements. This clearing activity would remove habitat for
wildlife. Adjacent areas are similar in vegetative composition and are in close proximity to
the construction limits which allow wildlife to relocate to nearby parcels. Revegetation would
occur within the disturbed areas and clearing of trees and shrubs would be avoided to the
extent possible.

No Build Alternative: Under the No Build Alternative, the proposed I-35 Capital Express
North improvements would not be constructed; thus, there would be no project-related
impacts to wildlife.

5.11.5 Migratory Bird Protections

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) of 1918 makes it unlawful to Kill, capture, collect,
possess, buy, sell, trade or transport any migratory bird, nest or egg in part or in whole,
without a federal permit issued in accordance with the Act’s policies and regulations. No
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evidence of migratory bird nests was observed during the October 2019, March 2020, or
November 2020 field investigations.

Build Alternative: This project will comply with applicable provisions of the MBTA and Texas
Parks and Wildlife Code Title 5, Subtitle B, Chapter 64, Birds. It is the de partment’s policy to
avoid removal and destruction of active bird nests except through federal or state approved
options. In addition, TXDOT will implement the following BMP related to migratory birds: The
contractor’s attention is directed to the fact that there is the possibility that migratory birds
may be nesting in any woody vegetation or existing structures within the project limits. The
contractor shall remove all old migratory bird nests from any woody vegetation or structures
between September 16 and February 28 while the nests are not occupied by a bird. In
addition, the contractor must be prepared to prevent migratory birds from re-nesting
between March 1 and September 15. All methods must be approved by the Austin District
Biologist well in advance of planned use. Appropriate measures would be taken to avoid
adverse impacts on migratory birds; thus, migratory birds protected under the MBTA would
not be impacted by the Build Alternative. Specific BMPs implemented to protect migratory
birds are outlined in Section 8.0.

No Build Alternative: Under the No Build Alternative, the proposed I-35 Capital Express
North improvements would not be constructed; thus, there would be no project-related
impacts to migratory birds.

5.11.6 Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act

The Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (FWCA) of 1958 requires that federal agencies obtain
comments from USFWS and TPWD whenever a project involves impounding, diverting, or
deepening a stream channel or other body of water. This project is anticipated to require a
NWP issued by the USACE (see Section 5.10.1). Compliance with the FWCA will be
accomplished by complying with the terms and conditions of the NWP.

5.11.7 Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act

Build Alternative: This project is not within 660 feet of an active or inactive Bald or Golden
Eagle nest. Therefore, no coordination with USFWS is required.

No Build Alternative: Under the No Build Alternative, the proposed I-35 Capital Express
North improvements would not be constructed; thus, there would be no project-related
impacts to Bald or Golden Eagles.
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5.11.8 Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation Management Act

The Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)/Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (MSA) does not apply.
(NOTE: Project area is not located in a coastal area.)

5.11.9 Marine Mammal Protection Act

The project area does not contain suitable habitat for marine mammals.
(NOTE: Project area is not located in a coastal area.)

5.11.10 Threatened, Endangered, and Candidate Species

Federally Listed Species
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) requires federally listed threatened,

endangered, or candidate species and the ecosystems upon which they rely to be conserved
to the extent possible. An Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) report was
generated for the project area to identify those federally listed species that may occur or
have suitable habitat within the project area. The official species list obtained from the
USFWS IPaC, dated December 6, 2021, indicates the project area is within the range of 20
federally listed threatened, endangered, proposed or candidate species, provided the
preferred habitat is found in sufficient quality and quantity to attract those species.

Desktop analysis and field investigations conducted in October 2019, March 2020,
November 2020, and May 2021 indicate that suitable habitat for federally listed threatened,
endangered, or candidate species does not occur in the project area.

Build Alternative: Because there is no suitable habitat for any federally listed threatened,
endangered, or candidate species within the project area, a determination of “No Effect” has
been made for all federally listed species. The following information is provided to support
the No Effect determinations for the federally listed species:

Birds
Golden-cheeked Warbler (Dendroica chrysoparia) - No oak-juniper stands are found within
or adjacent to the project area.

Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus) - The list of federally threatened and endangered
species indicates that based on the project location within the migratory route, effects to
Piping Plover only need be considered for wind energy projects. The project area is outside
the breeding and wintering range of this species. Although suitable stopover habitat may be
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present, the Piping Plover is not expected to regularly occur and any use of this habitat
would be incidental.

Red Knot (Calidris canutus rufa) - The list of federally threatened and endangered species
indicates that based on the project location within the migratory route, effects to Red Knot
only need be considered for wind energy projects. The project area is outside the breeding
and wintering range of this species. Although suitable stopover habitat may be present, the
Red Knot is not expected to regularly occur and any use of this habitat would be incidental.

Whooping Crane (Grus americana) - No open bottomlands of large rivers and marshes,
flooded croplands, playas, or small ponds are located within the project area.

Amphibians
Austin Blind Salamander (Eurycea waterlooensis) - Only known from the outlets of Barton
Springs, which are not in the proposed project area.

Barton Springs Salamander (Eurycea sosorum) - Only known from the outlets of Barton
Springs, which are not in the proposed project area.

Georgetown Salamander (Eurycea naufragia) - No surface springs associated with any forks
of the San Gabriel River are present within the project area. Additionally, the project area
does not contain springs, sinkholes, or other karst features associated with Georgetown
Salamander habitat. No critical habitat exists in or adjacent to the project area.

Jollyville Plateau Salamander (Eurycea tonkawae) - Project area is not located near Brushy
Creek. Additionally, the project area does not contain springs, sinkholes, or other karst
features associated with Jollyville Plateau Salamander habitat. No critical habitat exists in or
adjacent to the project area.

Salado Salamander (Eurycea chisholmensis) - Neither of the known springs where this
species occur are located within the vicinity of the project area.

Clams

Texas Fatmucket (Lampsilis bracteata)- Two perennial streams within the project area
(Walnut Creek and Little Walnut Creek) could provide suitable habitat for this species;
however, the species was not identified during a 2015 survey of the project area (Schwalb,
2016). TxDOT will reevaluate these streams to determine if they have suitable habitat.

Texas Fawnsfoot (Truncilla macrodon) - Two perennial streams within the project area
(Walnut Creek and Little Walnut Creek) could provide suitable habitat for this species;
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however, the species was not identified during a 2015 survey of the project area (Schwalb,
2016). TxDOT will reevaluate these streams to determine if they have suitable habitat.

Texas Pimpleback (Cyclonaias petrina) - No medium to large rivers are located within the
project area.

Insects

Monarch Butterfly (Danaus plexippus) - The project area provides suitable habitat for the
species. The monarch butterfly is a candidate species, and no consultation with USFWS is
required at this time. TxDOT is a partner in the Nationwide Candidate Conservation
Agreement with Assurances/Candidate Conservation Agreement for Monarch Butterfly on
Energy and Transportation Lands (Agreement). The Agreement authorizes incidental take for
all activities included in the proposed project should the monarch butterfly be listed as
endangered or threatened.

Karst Invertebrates

Seven species of federally listed troglobitic (living only in caves) karst invertebrates are
known to occur in the Austin area in Travis and Williamson Counties. These are the Coffin
Cave Mold Beetle (Batrisodes texanus), Kretschmarr Cave Mold Beetle (Texamaurops
reddelli), Tooth Cave Ground Beetle (Rhadine persephone), Bee Creek Cave Harvestman
(Texella reddelli), Bone Cave Harvestman (Texella reyesi), Tooth Cave Pseudoscorpion
(Tartarocreagris texana), and Tooth Cave Spider (Neoleptoneta myopica). These species are
restricted to caves and karst features developed primarily in the Edwards Limestone
geologic formation.

In their assessment of karst species zones in the Austin area, Veni (1992) and Veni and
Martinez (2007) previously characterized all of the project area as Karst Zone 4; defined as
areas that do not contain endangered cave fauna. In their recent report, Veni and Jones
(2021) informally designate a large area of the Austin Chalk formation north of the Colorado
River in the Austin area as a new Karst Fauna Region (KFR), the Pflugerville KFR, based on
the presence of troglobites reported from an excavated feature (Stark’s North Mine) that
occurs in this formation. Much of the project area falls within this new proposed Pflugerville
KFR. Veni and Jones (2021) state that no caves are known in this section of the Austin
Chalk and no endangered karst species occur in the Pflugerville KFR. As such, the entire
KFR is designated as Karst Zone 3b; defined as areas which have a low probability of
containing endangered karst species because they are poorly suited for troglobite species.

According to geotechnical investigations conducted by TxDOT (Terracon 2021, Foresight

2021), the subsurface within the project area typically includes a surface layer of soils
and/or fill material (from previous construction along IH 35) ranging from a few (3-5) to
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several (20+) feet thick overlying hard to very hard limestone of the Austin Chalk formation
or shale/clay of the Eagle Ford formation. The geotechnical investigations involved the
drilling of 138 borings at depths ranging from 15 to 80 feet at locations throughout the
project limits where excavation would occur. No karst voids were encountered in the Austin
Chalk in any of these borings which is consistent with the assessment of Veni and Jones
(2021) that the Austin Chalk is poorly cavernous in this area. Based on all available
information, there does not appear to be suitable habitat for listed karst invertebrate
species within the project area.

Flowering Plants
Bracted Twistflower (Streptanthus bracteatus)- No oak-juniper woodlands, steep to
moderate slopes and canyon bottoms are located within the project area.

For more detailed information regarding federally listed species, refer to the Species
Analysis Form and S pecies Analysis Spreadsheet available at the TXDOT Austin District
office, and online at_https://my35capex.com/.

No Build Alternative: Under the No Build Alternative, the proposed I-35 Capital Express
North Project would not occur; therefore, there would be no project-related effects on any
federally listed threatened, endangered, or candidate species.

State-Listed Species

TPWD’s Rare, Threatened, Endangered Species of Texas (RTEST) list for Travis and
Williamson counties, both dated October 1, 2021, were reviewed for the project. Desktop
analysis and field investigations conducted in October 2019, March 2020, November 2020,
and May 2021 indicate that suitable habitat occurs within project area perennial streams
(Walnut Creek and Little Walnut Creek) for two state threatened species: the Texas
fatmucket and Texas fawnsfoot. No suitable habitat occurs in the project area for any of the
other state-listed threatened or endangered species.

Build Alternative: Suitable habitat for the Texas fatmucket and Texas fawnsfoot is present in
Walnut Creek and Little Walnut Creek because they are perennial streams. However, these
species was not found during a 2015 survey of the streams in the project area (Schwalb,
2016). Therefore, no impacts to the species would occur. Because there is no suitable
habitat for any other state-listed threatened or endangered species within the project area, a
determination of “No Impact” has been made for all state-listed species. TXDOT will
reevaluate the two perennial streams prior to construction to determine if they have suitable
habitat for the Texas fatmucket and Texas fawnsfoot.
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No Build Alternative: Under the No Build Alternative, the proposed I-35 Capital Express North
Project would not occur; therefore, there would be no project-related impacts on any state-
listed threatened or endangered species.

Species of Greatest Conservation Need

The TPWD county lists include SGCN, which have no federal or state regulatory status.
Potentially suitable habitat for six SGCN exists within the proposed project area for: cave
myotis bat (Myotis velifer), eastern spotted skunk (Spilogale putorius), Woodhouse’s toad
(Anaxyrus woodhousii), Correll’s false dragon-head (Physostegia correllii), tree dodder
(Cuscuta exaltata), and Texas shiner (Notropis amabilis).

Build Alternative: Native animals or plants designated as a SGCN are generally those that
are declining or rare and in need of attention to recover or to prevent the need to list under
state or federal regulation. Lists of SGCN were developed through expert consultation and
public feedback. Ranks are based on multiple criteria including range extent, known
occurrences, abundance, and threats. It should be noted that none of these species are
currently afforded regulatory protection.

The above listed species could occur within the project area. BMPs would be implemented
based on the PA between TxDOT and TPWD and those developed in coordination with TPWD
(see Appendix G).

No Build Alternative: Under the No Build Alternative, the proposed I-35 Capital Express North
Project would not occur; therefore, there would be no project-related impacts on SGCN.

5.12 AirQuality

The proposed project is located within Travis County and Williamson County, which are both
designated as in attainment or unclassified for all National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS). Therefore, the project is not subject to transportation conformity.

Controlling air toxic emissions became a national priority with the passage of the Clean Air
Act Amendments (CAAA) of 1990, whereby Congress mandated that the EPA regulate 188
air toxics, also known as hazardous air pollutants. The EPA has assessed this expansive list
in their latest rule on the Control of Hazardous Air Pollutants from Mobile Sources (Federal
Register, Vol. 72, No. 37, page 8430, February 26, 2007), and identified a group of 93
compounds emitted from mobile sources that are listed in their Integrated Risk Information
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System (IRIS)2. In addition, EPA identified nine compounds with significant contributions
from mobile sources that are among the national and regional-scale cancer risk drivers from
their 2011 National Air Toxics Assessment (NATA)3. These are 1,3-butadiene, acetaldehyde,
acrolein, benzene, diesel particulate matter (DPM), ethylbenzene, formaldehyde,
naphthalene, and polycyclic organic matter (POM). While FHWA considers these the priority
mobile source air toxics (MSAT), the list is subject to change and may be adjusted in
consideration of future EPA rules.

Build Alternative: Since the project would add capacity and the design year traffic volume is
above 140,000 vpd (see Table 5-4), a carbon monoxide (CO) traffic air quality analysis
(TAQA) and quantitative MSAT analysis was required for the proposed project.

Table 5-4: Projected AADT

I-35 Sections: Mainlanes

Section 2: S of William Cannon to N of Rundberg 232,009 289,444

Section 3: N of Rundbergto N of Howard* 195,405 256,461

I-35 Sections: Frontage Roads

Section 7: S of US 290 Ramps to N of US 290 56,224 68.411
Ramps
Section 8: N of US 290 Ramps to N of US 183 78.398 88.676
Ramps
Section 9: N of US 183 Ramps to S of Howard
Ramps 89,055 116,543
Section 10: S of Howard Ramps to N of Howard> 78,497 102,934

*North of Howard to the northern projectlimits.
AADT - Annual Average Daily Traffic

Carbon Monoxide Traffic Air Quality Analysis
A CO TAQA analysis was required to assess whether the project would adversely affect local
air quality by contributing to CO levels that exceed the 1-hour or 8-hour CO NAAQS.

CO concentrations for the Build Alternative were modeled for the estimated time of
completion (ETC) and design years using the CAL3QHC dispersion model. The segments

2 The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has a program titled the Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) that
characterizes the health hazards of chemicals found inthe environment, including MSAT. IRIS has a process
(https://www.epa.gov/iris/basic-information-about-integrated-risk-information-system) for developing these assessments,
which allows for the for the public and scientific community to submit relevantinformation for inclusionin them.”

3 See: https://www.epa.gov/national-air-toxics-assessment
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modeled in the CO analysis were chosen based on the areas of the project with the highest
AADT and narrowest ROW. The analysis results for each segment of the project indicate that
CO concentrations are not expected to exceed the national standard; furthermore, CO
concentrations are expected to slightly decrease from the ETC to the design year because of
decreasing CO emission rates in the Austin area. Table 5-5 depicts the worst-case 1-hour
and 8-hour CO concentration for each analyzed segment of the project.

Table 5-5: Worst-Case 1-Hour and 8-Hour CO Concentrations by Segment

1-HourCO PPM 8-Hour CO PPM
NAAQS: 35 ppm NAAQS: 9 ppm

2025 (ETC) | 2045(Design) | 2025 ETC) | 2045 (Design)

Segment 1 . 1.8 15 1.4

Segment

Segment 2 1.9 1.8 15 14

Segment 3 19 1.8 15 1.4

Segment 4 1.9 1.7 15 14

Mobile Source Air Toxics Analysis

A quantitative MSAT analysis for the nine priority MSAT was conducted for the |-35 Capital
Express North Project. The approach used in the analysis considers the on-road sources for
the nine priority MSATs in three different scenarios: Base (2018), No Build (2045), and Build
(2045). A project links method was used for the analysis. The mainlanes, frontage roads,
and ramps within the project area were represented as links in the analysis, with a distinct
traffic volume, length, and speed for each scenario. The vehicle miles traveled (VMT) for
each link was multiplied by an emission rate for each of the nine priority MSATSs for a total in
each scenario.

The analysis utilizes the TXDOT Emission Rates Lookup Table (ERLT) for MSAT (TxDOT Air
Quality Toolkit, January 2017) for the Austin region, which are based on the MOVES2014
model for each of the priority MSATSs for the corresponding analysis years and associated
roadway link parameters. These parameters include posted speeds for all road types, an
urban or rural designation, and roadway classification of restricted or unrestricted. Because
the current ERLTs do not extend to the design year of 2045, the rates for the year 2040
were used as a surrogate. The use of these rates represents a worst-case analysis since
emission rates decline over time.

The resulting emission inventory for the nine priority MSATSs for the project link network is
summarized in Figure5-1. The analysis indicates that a decrease in MSAT emissions can be
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1 expected for both the Build and No Build Alternatives in 2045, compared to the existing year
2 0f2018. Under the Build Alternative, emissions of total MSAT are predicted to decrease by

3 73 percent from 2018 to 2045, even though VMT is expected to rise by 54 percent.
4
5

Figure 5-1: Projected MSAT Emissions vs. VMT by Scenario

MSAT Emissonsilons/
Vehicle Miles Traveled {in Millions)

1 | S0
s BO0
g A0
d 2050

e —_—
0 e —
2018 Base 2045 No-Build 2045 Build
I By ane m Maphthalene N Butadene
Fermaldehyde Ol ein P
. PO . Acetaldehvde . Erhybenzens

o Total VT (MilesYear)

All nine MSAT compounds are expected to decrease from the base scenario in both the
Build and No Build scenarios. Of the nine priority MSAT compounds, DPM contributes the
10  most to the emissions total for all scenarios, followed by formaldehyde. In future years, a
11  large reduction in DPM emissions is predicted, with a calculated 81 percent decrease from
12 2018 to 2045 in both scenarios.

13

14 Though VMT is projected to increase from 2018 to 2045, emissions are expected to

15  decrease during this timeframe because of the offset of significantly better fuel efficiency of
16  vehicles over time. Based on modeling using MOVES2014a, overall MSAT emissions will

17  decline significantly over the next several decades as a result of EPA’s vehicle and fuel

18  regulations, coupled with fleet turnover, as shown in Figure 5-2. This significant decline will
19  reduce both the background level of MSAT as well as the possibility of even minor MSAT

20  emissions from this project.

21
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Figure 5-2: Projected National MSAT Emissions Trends
For Vehicles Operating on Roadways (2010—2050)
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Source: EPAMOVES2014a model runs conducted by FHWA, September 2016.

Note: Trends for specific locations may be different, depending on locally derived information
representing vehicle-miles traveled, vehicle speeds, vehicle mix, fuels, emission control programs,
meteorological, and other factors.

T

Details on the air quality analyses can be found in the Carbon Monoxide Traffic Air Quality
Analysis Technical Report and Quantitative Mobile Source Air Toxics Technical Report
available for review at the TxDOT Austin District office, and online at
https://my35capex.com/.

No Build Alternative: The No Build Alternative would not result in improvements to I-35 in the
proposed project area; therefore, the existing condition of this facility would remain the
same, and the AADT would continue to increase over time. Under both the Build Alternative
and the No Build Alternative, the current trend of improving air quality in the region is
expected to continue at the same pace for both criteria pollutants and MSAT as a result of
EPA regulations for vehicle engines and fuels.
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5.13 Hazardous Materials

A Hazardous Materials Initial Site Assessment (ISA) was completed to summarize potential
hazardous materials within and adjacent to the project corridor. The ISA included a site
reconnaissance and environmental regulatory database search for the project area. The ISA
was completed to identify sites or facilities that might pose a potential for hazardous
materials impacts to the proposed project.

Build Alternative: Based on an evaluation of the sites identified in the environmental
regulatory database search, nine regulatory sites were determined to be a moderate risk to
the project and six regulatory sites were determined to be a high risk to the project. Below is
a summary of the moderate and high risk sites identified in the ISA:

1. TxDOT District 14, 7901 N 1-35, Austin (HazMat ID 52). This site is located along the
northbound access road of I-35 and lists an in-use petroleum storage tank (PST). A
groundwater contamination case (GWCC) is associated with an industrial hazardous
waste corrective action (IHWCA) case in 2006 of a release of an unknown amount of
volatile organic compounds. A leaking petroleum storage tank (LPST) case was
documented in 1990 for a large groundwater release of an uncharacterized size and
footprint. While no ROW would be required at this site, the site poses a high risk to
the project.

2. 7-Eleven 35805, 13641 N I-35, Austin (HazMat ID 55). This is an active PST gas
station with anticipated ROW acquisition. An LPST case was documented here in
1991 with aresolution date of 2003. This LPST was for a minor release with no
apparent threats or impacts to receptors. As the tanks noted here would be
potentially displaced, this site is a moderate risk to the project.

3. ERNSTX, 3219 S 1-35, Round Rock (HazMat ID 48). Little details are available for this
material release. The case details the release of approximately 500 gallons of diesel
fuel from an aboveground tank. No details on remedial actions are provided. As some
ROW acquisition is planned near the site, this site is a moderate risk to the project for
encountering lingering contaminants.

4. Centex Materials, LP, 16438 N I-35, Austin (HazMat ID 33). This site is a construction
vehicle storage, staging, and rental facility (as provided in the IHW and ICISNDPES
listings) with an in-use PST. The LPST case, dated 1993, is for contamination of the
Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone with resolution date of 1995. While final
concurrence has been issued for the site, and there is no ROW acquisition planned
for the site, there is still the potential for contamination to be encountered around
the site within the project area. The site is therefore of high risk to the project.

5. Circle K Truck Stop 3286, 15829 |-35, Pflugerville (HazMat ID 88). This site is an
active gas station with in-use PSTs. ROW acquisition is planned for the site. LPST
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case 1100874, dated 1996 and closed 1999, is for contamination of the Edwards
Aquifer Recharge Zone and is located immediately adjacent to and at higher
elevation than the proposed project area. While final concurrence has been issued
for the site, there is the potential for contamination to be encountered around the
site. This site is of high risk to the project.

. Wells Branch Cleaners, Inc. & Exxon 620008, 1625 Wells Branch Pkwy, Austin

(HazMat ID 66). This is an active gas station with an LPST case, dated 1992 and
closed 1994, that lists contamination of the Edwards Aquifer Recharge/Transition
zone and is located immediately adjacent to and at a higher elevation than the
proposed project area. While final concurrence has been issued for the site, there is
the potential for contamination to be encountered around the site. This site is of high
risk to the project.

. Austin/Commercial, 1-35 & FM 1825, Pflugerville (HazMat ID 4). This closed and

abandoned landfill is within the project area and associated with CLI Unpermitted
Site 1188. No size or depth for the landfill is given, nor a closing date. Contents of
the landfill are listed as a general disposal site and may contain underground storage
tanks. Because little information is available for the site, the possible boundaries of
the site are within the proposed project area, and there are subsurface utilities
planned for the area, there is a high risk of encountering buried hazardous materials
associated with the site during construction.

. Hercules Wire Rope & Sling, 12200 N 1-35, Austin (HazMat ID 62). This is an inactive

industrial hazardous waste generator with a notice of violation (NOV) that lists two
active waste media violations. No details are provided on the specific violations, and
no remedial actions or releases are documented on-site. Until further research
determines otherwise, this site is of moderate risk to the project due to ROW
acquisitions planned near the site.

. §SS63668,11220 N I-35, Austin (HazMat ID 17). This is an inactive gas station with

an out-of-use PST. The LPST case, dated 2014 and closed 2015, lists contamination
of groundwater with no apparent impact to receptors. The GWCC is associated with
the LPST case. Contaminants are listed as gasoline; the volume released is not
reported. Due to the possibility of lingering contamination in the soil and the
proximity of the site to the project area and ROW acquisition, this site is of moderate
risk to the project.

10.Exxon 62726 & Exxon SS 62726, 8100 N I-35, Austin (HazMat ID 31). This location

is an inactive gas station with an LPST case and associated SPILLS case dated and
closed in 1991. The LPST case lists contamination of groundwater with a large plume
with potential to move off-site and is located immediately adjacent to and is at a
higher elevation than the proposed project area. This site is of high risk to the project.

11.Gulf Service Station, 7500 N I-35, (HazMat ID 25). This is an inactive gas station with

an out-of-use PST. The LPST case, associated with a SPILLS case, is dated 1989 and
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1 closed 1994. The LPST case details groundwater contamination with an incomplete
2 characterization of the plume. While the site is below grade and resolved, there exists
3 a chance of encountering lingering contaminants from the site given the proximity to
4 the project area and the uncharacterized groundwater plume. This site is therefore a
5 moderate risk to the project.
6 12.Stop-N-Go Store 379 & Longhorn Market, 704 E Saint Johns Ave, Austin (HazMat ID
7 73). This is an active gas station with an in-use PST. The LPST case at this site, dated
8 1986 and closed 1996, lists groundwater contamination of non-public well supply
9 within 0.25 mile of the site and is immediately adjacent to the proposed project area.
10 This site is a moderate risk to the project.
11 13.Exxon Mobil No. 62013 & Speedy Stop 410 & 7-Eleven Store 36618, 7114 N |-35,
12 Austin (HazMat ID 74). This is an active gas station with an in-use PST. LPST case ID
13 105200, dated 1992 and closed 1996, lists on-site groundwater contamination and
14 the site is immediately adjacent to the proposed project area. While final
15 concurrence has been issued for this site, there is a risk of lingering petroleum
16 contaminants associated with this site to be encountered within the project area.
17 LPST case ID 118914, dated and closed in 2012, is associated with a GWCC listing
18 and is immediately adjacent to the proposed project area. This location is a moderate
19 risk to the project.
20 14.HEB 476, 500 Canyon Ridge Dr, Austin (HazMat ID 53). This active PST site is within
21 the project area within proposed ROW acquisitions and in an area with planned
22 utilities. Both tanks registered on-site are currently in-use with the most recent
23 registration recertification for both tanks occurring in 2019, indicating a capacity of
24 23,000in Tank 1 and 12,000 gallons in Tank 2. No records or releases, spills,
25 violations, or remedial actions are recorded for this site. Due to the planned utility
26 relocation and ROW acquisition at the site, the underground PST would need to be
27 relocated, increasing the likelihood of releases occurring on-site. This site is therefore
28 a moderate risk to the project.
29 15.Undocumented Dump Site, 30.350622 N, 97.694971 W (No assigned Hazmat ID).
30 An undocumented dump site with 100+ tires and other debris located within a
31 proposed drainage easement was observed during field investigations. Since project
32 activities would occur in the area, the site is a moderate risk to the project.
33
34  Furtherinvestigation was performed on the high and moderate risk sites in May 2021 by
35 TxDOT ENV Division Hazardous Materials Management (ENV-HMM) reviewing TCEQ files on
36 the sites. ENV-HMM determined that the sites identified in the ISA would be considered a
37  low risk to the project with the exception of Map ID No. 4 (former landfill) which would
38 remain a high risk because the specific location and boundaries of the landfill could not be
39 determined. The general location of the high environmental risk site is shown on the
40  Resource-specific Maps in Appendix F. ENV-HMM retains remediation and underground
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storage tank removal contractors to address fuel tanks or contaminated soil and trash that
may be encountered during property acquisition or construction.

The proposed project would also include the demolition of buildings and bridge structures.
Asbestos-containing materials (ACM) and lead-containing paint (LCP) may be presentin the
structures. ACM and LCP inspections, notification, and removal, as applicable, would be
addressed prior to demolition in accordance with regulatory requirements. Detailed
information about the hazardous materials evaluation conducted for the project can be
found in the Hazardous Materials ISA available for review at the TxDOT Austin District office,
and online at_https://my35capex.com/.

No Build Alternative: As construction of the proposed I-35 improvements would not occur,
there would be no project-related hazardous material impacts associated with the No Build
Alternative.

5.14 Traffic Noise

A traffic noise analysis was conducted for the proposed project in accordance with TxDOT’s
(FHWA approved) 2011 Guidelines for Analysis and Abatement of Highway Traffic Noise. The
Traffic Noise Technical Report (2021), which includes details about the analysis, is available
for public review at the TxDOT Austin District office, and online at https://my35capex.com/.

Build Alternative: Existing and predicted traffic noise levels were modeled at representative
land use activity areas (receptors) adjacent to the project that might be impacted by traffic
noise and would potentially benefit from feasible and reasonable noise abatement.

Modeled noise-sensitive locations were primarily residential, hotels, and restaurants, but
also included schools, places of worship, public/non-profit institutional facilities, medical
facilities, day cares, funeral homes, and cemeteries. The traffic noise analysis determined
that out of 91 representative receptors, 52 were predicted to have noise levels that
approach or exceed the FHWA noise abatement criteria or that substantially exceed the
existing noise levels; therefore, the proposed project would result in traffic noise impacts
(see Appendix F).

Noise abatement measures were considered and analyzed for each impacted receptor
location. Abatement measures, typically noise barriers, must provide a minimum noise
reduction, or benefit, at or above the threshold of 5 dB(A). A barrier is not acoustically
feasible unless it reduces noise levels by at least 5 dB(A) at greater than 50 percent of first-
row impacted receptors. To be reasonable, the barrier must not exceed the cost

47



© 00 N O ok~ WDN P

B W W W W W W W W W WNDNDNDNDNDNDDNDNDNDNNMNDNDNERERPRPRPRPEREPRPPEPRERRPRPPER
O © 0N O O W NPFP O O 0WWNO O M~ WDNPEPOOOWONOOOG M WDNLPREO

reasonableness allowance of $25,000 per benefited receptor and must meet the noise
reduction design goal of 7 dB(A) for at least one receptor.

Eight noise barriers were found to be both reasonable and feasible and are recommended
for incorporation into the proposed project (see Table 5-6). Noise barriers were not
reasonable and feasible for the remaining impacted representative receivers, and
abatement is not proposed for those locations. Additional details regarding the barrier
analysis can be found in the Traffic Noise Technical Report (2021).

A noise barrier is proposed for the following locations (see Appendix F):

Lantower Ambrosio Apartment Complex (R15): This receiver represents the Lantower
Ambrosio Apartment complex located on the east side of I-35 south of Wells Branch
Parkway. The representative receiver was placed on the outdoor porch of a first-row
apartment building and additional receivers were placed on other first, second, and third
story balconies for purposes of the barrier analysis. Based on preliminary calculations, a
barrier 510 feet in length and 16 feet in height would reduce noise levels by at least five
dB(A) for 10 of the 15 impacted, first-row receivers and reduce the noise level at one or
more receivers by at least seven dB(A). The total cost of the barrier is $146,880 and a total
of 18 receivers were benefitted, at a cost of $8,160 per benefitted receiver.

The Vineyard Apartment Complex (R17): This receiver represents the Vineyard Apartment
Complex on the east side of I-35 north of The Lakes Boulevard. The representative receiver
was placed on the outdoor porch of a first-row apartment building and additional receivers
were placed on other first, second, and third story balconies for purposes of the barrier
analysis. Based on preliminary calculations, a barrier 478 feet in length and 16 feet in
height would reduce noise levels by at least five dB(A) for 12 of the 18 impacted, first-row
receivers and reduce the noise level at one or more receivers by at least seven dB(A). The
total cost of the barrieris $137,664 and a total of 21 receivers were benefitted, at a cost of
$6,555 per benefitted receiver.

North Oaks Neighborhood (R42 — R43 and R45 - R46): These receivers represent the North
Oaks residential neighborhood on the east side of 1-35 north of Braker Lane. The
representative receivers were placed in residential backyards, and additional first and
second-row receivers were included in the barrier analysis. Based on preliminary
calculations, a segmented barrier 2,837 feet in length and 20 feet tall would reduce noise
levels by at least five dB(A) for 25 of the 31 impacted, first-row receivers and reduce the
noise level at one or more receivers by at least seven dB(A). The total cost of the barrier is
$1,021,320 and a total of 42 receivers were benefitted, at a cost of $24,317 per benefitted
receiver.
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Cricket Hollow Apartment Complex (R48): This receiver represents the Cricket Hollow
Apartment complex located on the east side of I-35 north of Plaza Drive. The representative
receiver was placed on the porch of a first floor unit and additional receivers were placed on
other first and second story balconies for purposes of the barrier analysis. Based on
preliminary calculations, a barrier 205 feet in length and 16 feet in height would reduce
noise levels by at least five dB(A) for seven of the eight impacted, first-row receivers and
reduce the noise level at one or more receivers by at least seven dB(A). The total cost of the
barrier is $59,040 and a total of ten receivers were benefitted, at a cost of $5,904 per
benefitted receiver.

Starburst and Orbit Apartment Complexes (R59 and R60): These receivers represent the
adjacent Starburst Apartment complex and Orbit Apartment complex located on the west
side of I-35 south of Rundberg Lane. The representative receivers were placed on the
outdoor porch of the first-row apartment buildings and additional receivers were placed on
other first, second, and third story balconies for purposes of the barrier analyses. Though
these apartments are on separate parcels, they were analyzed both together and separately
for noise abatement. Because a wall would not be feasible for R59 in a standalone analysis,
a combined barrier analysis is proposed for maximum abatement. Based on preliminary
calculations, a segmented barrier totaling 912 feet in length and 20 feet in height would
reduce noise levels by at least five dB(A) for 31 of the 52 impacted, first-row receivers and
reduce the noise level at one or more receivers by at least seven dB(A). The total cost of the
barrier is $328,320 and a total of 59 receivers were benefitted, at a cost of $5,565 per
benefitted receiver.

Woodland Heights Apartment Complex (R67): This receiver represents the Woodland
Heights Apartment complex located on the west side of 1-35 north of Powell Lane. The
representative receiver was placed on the porch of a first floor unit and additional receivers
were placed on other first and second story balconies for purposes of the barrier analysis.
Based on preliminary calculations, a barrier 453 feet in length and 14 feet in height would
reduce noise levels by at least five dB(A) for 23 of the 38 impacted, first-row receivers and
reduce the noise level at one or more receivers by at least seven dB(A). The total cost of the
barrier is $114,156 and a total of 23 receivers were benefitted, at a cost of $4,963 per
benefitted receiver.

Towne Oaks 1 Apartment Complex (R73): This receiver represents the Towne Oaks 1
Apartment complex located on the west side of I-35 north of US 183. The representative
receiver was placed at the community pool and additional receivers were placed on other
first story porches for purposes of the barrier analysis. Based on preliminary calculations, a
segmented barrier totaling 257 feet in length and 10 feet in height would reduce noise
levels by at least five dB(A) for two of the three impacted, first-row receivers and reduce the
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1 noise level at one or more receivers by at least seven dB(A). The total cost of the barrier is
2 $46,260 and a total of two receivers were benefitted, at a cost of $23,130 per benefitted
3 receiver.
4
5 Embrey Apartment Complex (R91): This receiver represents the Embrey Apartment complex
6 currently being constructed on the east side of I-35 south of Tech Ridge Boulevard. The
7  representative receiver was placed at the platted location of a first floor unit porch and
8 additional receivers were placed on other first, second, third, and fourth story balconies for
9  purposes of the barrier analysis. Based on preliminary calculations, a segmented barrier
10  totaling 1,206 feet in length and 20 feet in height would reduce noise levels by at least five
11  dB(A) at 31 of the 60 impacted, first-row receivers and reduce the noise level at one or more
12 receivers by at least seven dB(A). The total cost of the barrier is $434,160 and a total of 31
13 receivers were benefitted, at a cost of $14,005 per benefitted receiver.
14
15 Table 5-6: Noise Barrier Proposal (preliminary)

. Total # . Cost per
Traffic Noise Barrier ngfesisg:?ge B enefitted '#Z'ggt L(?:gtt)h Total Cost B enefitted
Receivers Receiver
Lantower Ambrosio
Apartment Complex R15 18 16 510 $146,880 $8,160
The Vineyard Apartment R17 21 16 | 478 | $137,664 | $6555
Complex
North Oaks R42-43,
Neighborhood RA5-R46 42 20 2,837 | $1,021,320 $24,317
Cricket Hollow
Apartment Complex R48 10 16 205 $59,040 $5,904
SIETOUGH A Ol R59, R60 59 20 | 912 | $328320 | $5565
Apartment Complexes
Woodland Heights
Apartment Complex R67 23 14 453 $114,156 $4,963
Towne Oaks 1
Apartment Complex R73 2 10 257 $46,260 $23,130
Embrgy Apartment RO1 31 20 | 1,206 | $434,160 | $14,005
omplex

16

17 Any subsequent project design changes may require a reevaluation of this preliminary noise
18  barrier proposal. The final decision to construct the proposed noise barriers will not be made
19  until completion of the project design, utility evaluation, and polling of all benefited and

20 adjacent property owners and residents.

21
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To avoid noise impacts that may result from future development of properties adjacent to
the proposed project, local officials responsible for land use control programs must ensure,
to the maximum extent possible, that no new activities are planned or constructed along or
within the following predicted (2038) noise impact contours (see Table 5-7).

Table 5-7: Traffic Noise Contours [dB(A) Leq]
Distance from ROW

NAC CategoryB& C NAC Category E
66 dB(A) 71 dB(A)

I-35 (east side) — 280 feet south of Picadilly Dr >440 feet* 240 feet

Location

I-35 (west side) — 275 feet north of Fleischer Dr >180 feet* 180 feet

I-35 (east side) — 900 feet south of Ridge Blvd 540 feet 260 feet

[-35 (east side) — 135 feet south of Bowery Trl >300 feet 220 feet

I-35 (east side) — 200 feet south of Ruby Dr >200 feet* 120 feet

I-35 (west side) — 135 feet south of Starburst Apts >300 feet 120 feet

I-35 (east side) — 65 feet south of Hermitage Dr >220 feet* 160 feet

*Beyond the extent of the undeveloped parcel boundary

A copy of this traffic noise analysis will be available to local officials to assist in future land
use planning. On the date of approval of this document (Date of Public Knowledge), FHWA
and TxDOT are no longer responsible for providing noise abatement for new development
adjacent to the project.

No Build Alternative: Under the No Build Alternative, the proposed project would not be
constructed. If the No Build Alternative were implemented, traffic noise levels would be
expected to increase with an associated future increase in traffic volumes.

5.15 Induced Growth

The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) defines indirect effects as those “. .. caused by
an action and occur later in time or farther removed in distance but are still reasonably
foreseeable. Indirect effects may include growth-inducing effects and other effects related to
induced changes in the pattern of land use, population density or growth rate, and related
effects on air and water, and other natural systems, including ecosystems” (40 CFR
8§1508.8).

Build Alternative: An analysis of indirect impacts was conducted that followed the processes
outlined in TXDOT’s Indirect Impacts Analysis Guidance. The Area of Influence (AOI) for the
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proposed project encompasses the entire Build Alternative and adjacent areas where
development or accelerated rates of development could potentially occur. The AOI for the
proposed project encompasses approximately 383 square miles (245,114.4 acres) in Travis
and Williamson counties, and intersects six municipalities (Austin, Cedar Park, Georgetown,
Leander, Pflugerville, and Round Rock), and one Census Designated Place (Wells Branch
MUD).

Based on the analysis of existing and future land use, historic and projected population, and
access, it is anticipated that the proposed project would not induce development or increase
the rate or intensity of development in the AOI. Roughly 39 percent of the AOl is
developable, and it is anticipated that future development would be driven primarily by
increased population growth and other planned development in the region and not the
proposed |-35 Capital Express North improvements. Further, none of the questionnaire
respondents thought that the proposed project would induce development in their
jurisdictions. However, the Round Rock respondent did believe that other commercial and
mixed-use projects in the area would further induce development.

Water quality in the study area is not expected to detrimentally be affected or cause further
impairment to Walnut Creek or Gilleland Creek from project construction or highway usage.
Additionally, implementation of BMPs would mitigate potential off-site water quality impacts.
As a result, no encroachment-alteration effects or substantial indirect impacts to water
resources are anticipated to occur from the project. Implementation of the project would not
indirectly affect vegetation, as the majority of the corridor is developed. Additionally,
construction impacts to vegetation outside of existing and proposed ROW are not
anticipated. As a result, no encroachment-alteration effects or substantial indirect impacts
are anticipated to occur from the project.

The Indirect Effects Technical Report provides a detailed discussion of the indirect effects
analysis and is available for review at the TxDOT Austin District office, and online at
https://my35capex.com/.

No Build Alternative: As construction of the proposed I-35 Capital Express North
improvements would not occur, there would be no project-induced growth under the No
Build Alternative.

5.16 Cumulative Impacts

The CEQ defines cumulative impacts as those which result from the incremental impact of
the action when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions
regardless of what agency (Federal or non-Federal) or person undertakes such other actions.
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Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor but collectively significant actions
taking place over a period of time (40 CFR §1508.7).

Build Alternative: A Risk Assessment for Cumulative Impacts was conducted and concluded
that a cumulative impacts analysis is not required for the proposed project. The following
provides justification for this determination:

e The proposed project was determined to have no substantial direct or indirect
impacts on any resource.

e Impacts to waters of the U.S., aresource in poor and declining health, would occur.
However, because those impacts would not exceed specified limits of the USACE
NWPs, the project would proceed under a non-reporting NWP 14 without the need for
mitigation (see Section 5.10.1). Additionally, water quality would be protected by
meeting the general conditions and Section 401 Certification requirements for NWP
14. The SW3P implemented for the project would include at least one BMP for
erosion control, sediment control, and post-construction TSS control from the Tier 1
401 Water Quality Certification Conditions for NWPs as published by the TCEQ.

e No other impacts to resources in poor and declining health would occur as a result of
the proposed project.

The Cumulative Impacts Risk Assessment is available for review at the TXDOT Austin District
office, and online at https://my35capex.com/.

No Build Alternative: As construction of the proposed I-35 Capital Express North
improvements would not occur, there would be no cumulative impacts under the No Build
Alternative.

5.17 Construction Phase Impacts

Construction-phase impacts are temporary (short-term; only occurring during actual
construction) and potentially encompass a range of issues.

Construction Noise
Build Alternative: Noise associated with the construction of the proposed project is difficult
to predict. Heavy machinery, the major source of noise in construction, is constantly moving
in unpredictable patterns. However, construction normally occurs during daylight hours
when occasional loud noises are more tolerable. None of the receptors are expected to be
exposed to construction noise for a long duration; therefore, any extended disruption of
normal activities is not expected. Provisions would be included in the plans and
specifications that require the contractor to make every reasonable effort to minimize
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construction noise through abatement measures such as work-hour controls and proper
maintenance of muffler systems.

Fugitive Dustand Air Pollution
Build Alternative: During the construction phase of this project, temporary increases in
particulate matter (PM) and MSAT emissions may occur from construction activities. The
primary construction-related emissions of PM are fugitive dust from site preparation, and the
primary construction related emissions of MSAT are DPM from diesel powered construction
equipment and vehicles. The potential impacts of PM emissions would be minimized by
using fugitive dust control measures contained in standard specifications, as appropriate.
The Texas Emissions Reduction Plan (TERP) provides financial incentives to reduce
emissions from vehicles and equipment. TXDOT encourages construction contractors to use
this and other local and federal incentive programs to the fullest extent possible to minimize
diesel emissions.

Considering the temporary and transient nature of construction-related emissions, the use
of fugitive dust control measures, the encouragement of the use of TERP, and compliance
with applicable regulatory requirements; it is not anticipated that emissions from
construction of this project would have any substantial impact on air quality in the area.

Light Pollution
Build Alternative: Construction normally occurs during daylight hours; however, construction
could occur during the night-time hours to minimize impacts to the traveling public during
the daylight hours. Due to the close proximity of businesses and residents to the project, if
construction were to occur during the night-time hours, it would be of short duration.
Construction during the night-time hours would follow any local policies and ordinances
established for construction activities, such as light limitations.

Vibration Impacts
Build Alternative: Construction activities would be limited to the proposed project footprint.
Vibration from construction equipment would be of short duration; however, excessive
vibration from construction is not anticipated.

Temporary Lane, Road or Bridge Closures
Build Alternative: During the construction phase, traffic would follow the existing traffic
patterns. Traffic control plans would be prepared and implemented in coordination with the
cities and counties. Construction that would require cross street closures would be
scheduled so only one crossing in an area is affected at one time. Where detours are
required, clear and visible signage for an alternative route would be displayed. Access to
businesses and residences would be maintained at all times and no detours are anticipated.
However, in the event that road closures or detours are required, county and local public
safety officials would be notified of the proposed road closures or detours. Detour timing
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and necessary rerouting of emergency vehicles would be coordinated with the proper local
agencies. Motorists would be inconvenienced during construction of the project due to lane
and cross-street closures; however, these closures would be of short duration and alternate
routes would be provided.

Residents and businesses in the immediate construction area would be notified in advance
of proposed construction activity using a variety of techniques, including signage, electronic
media, community newspapers, and other techniques. The proposed project would not
restrict access to any existing public or community services, businesses, commercial areas,
or employment centers.

Construction-Phase Water Quality Impacts
Build Alternative: A NWP 14 would be used for impacts to jurisdictional waters in the project
area. During the construction phase, appropriate measures would be taken to maintain
normal downstream flows to the maximum extent practicable. Construction activities would
require compliance with the State of Texas Water Quality Certification Program. The 401
Certification requirements would be met by implementing BMPs from the TCEQ 401 Water
Quality Certification Conditions for NWPs. Construction equipment, spoil material, supplies,
forms, and buildings shall not be placed or stored in the floodway during construction
activities. Any item that may be transported by flood flows shall not be stored within the
floodway. Any work within jurisdictional areas would be coordinated with USACE and
permitted, as necessary.

Construction-Phase Biological Impacts
Build Alternative: Temporary impacts to natural resources due to construction could result
from the implementation of the proposed project. These include disturbances to wildlife and
vegetative communities. Implementation of the Build Alternative would involve the removal
of grasses, shrubs and trees during the construction phase, affecting the natural, erosion-
inhibiting ground cover and resulting in the loss of habitat for both resident and migratory
species. Disturbed areas would be restored, reseeded and re-contoured as necessary
according to TxDOT specifications, making these effects largely temporary.

No Build Alternative: Under the No Build Alternative, construction would not occur and
would not result in noise, dust or light pollution; impacts associated with physical
construction activity, temporary lane or road closures; or other traffic disruptions associated
with construction.

5.18 Greenhouse Gasand Climate Change

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) has prepared a Statewide On-Road
Greenhouse Gas Analysis and Climate Change Assessment technical report (TxDOT 2021).
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The report discloses: 1) an analysis of available data regarding statewide greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions for on-road GHG emissions,4 2) TXDOT actions and funding that support
reducing GHG emissions, 3) projected climate change effects for the state of Texas, and 4)
TxDOT’s current strategies and plans for addressing the changing climate. A summary of key
issues in this technical report is provided below. Please refer to the technical report for more
details.

The Earth has gone through many natural changes in climate over time. However, since the
industrial revolution began in the 1700s, atmospheric concentration of GHG emissions have
continued to climb, primarily due to humans burning fossil fuel (e.g., coal, natural gas,
gasoline, oil and/or diesel) to generate electricity, heat and cool buildings, and power
industrial processes, vehicles, and equipment. According to the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC), this increase in GHG emissions is projected to contribute to future
changes in climate (Solomon 2007, Stocker 2013).

5.18.1 Statewide On-road GHG

TXDOT prepared a GHG analysis for the statewide on-road transportation system and
associated emissions generated by motor vehicle fuels processing called “fuel-cycle
emissions.” EPA’s Motor Vehicle Emissions Simulator (MOVES2014 version) emissions
model was used to estimate emissions. Texas on-road and fuel cycle GHG emissions are
estimated to be 186 million metric tons (MMT) in 2050 and reach a minimum in 2032 at
161 MMT. Future on-road GHG emissions may be affected by changes that may alter where
people live and work and how they use the transportation system, including but not limited
to: 1) the results of federal policy including tailpipe and fuel controls, 2) market forces and
economics, 3) individual choice decisions, 4) acts of nature (e.g., pandemic) or societal
changes, and 5) other technological advancements. Such changes cannot be accurately
predicted due to the inherent uncertainty in future projections related to demographics,
social change, technology, and inability to accurately forecast where people work and live.>

5.18.2 Mitigation Measures

Strategies that reduce on-road GHG emissions fall under four major categories:
e Federal engine and fuel controls under the Clean Air Act implemented jointly by EPA
and USDOT, which includes CAFE standards;

4 Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions consist of on-road tailpipe emissions and upstream fuel cycle emissions. Upstream fuel
cycle emissions are the emissions generated by extracting, shipping, refining, and delivering fuels.

5 Transportation Research Board Special Report 288 (2007) Metropolitan Travel Forecasting Current Practice and Future
Direction.
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e “Cash for clunker” programs which remove older, higher-emitting vehicles from
roads;

e Traffic system management (TSM) which improves the operational characteristics of
the transportation network (e.g., traffic light timing, pre-staged wrecker service to
clear accidents faster, or traveler information systems); and

e Travel demand management (TDM) which provides reductions in VMT (e.g., transit,
rideshare, and bicycle and pedestrian facilities) and requires personal choice
decisions.

TxDOT has implemented programmatic strategies that reduce GHG emissions including: 1)
TDM projects and funding to reduce VMT, such as bicycle and pedestrian facilities, 2) TSM
projects and funding to improve the operation of the transportation system, 3) participation
in the national alternative fuels corridor program, 4) clean construction activities, 5) clean
fleet activities, 6) Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ)
funding, 7) transit funding, and 8) two statewide campaigns to reduce tailpipe emissions.

5.18.3 TXDOT and a Changing Climate

TxDOT has strategies that address a changing climate in accordance with TxDOT and FHWA
design, asset management, maintenance, emergency response, and operational policies
and guidance. The flexibility and elasticity in TxDOT transportation planning, design,
emergency response, maintenance, asset management, and operation and maintenance of
the transportation system are intended to consider any number of changing scenarios over
time. Additional detail is in the Technical Report.




1 6.0 AGENCY COORDINATION

2 This section identifies all coordination with agencies outside TxDOT that are required to be

3 conducted for the Build Alternative. The list below identifies the agencies requiring

4  coordination and the status of efforts to coordinate the proposed project.

5

6 e SHPO (see Section 5.8): archeological and historic resource investigations were

7 conducted and results coordinated with TXxDOT-ENV. See Appendix G for archeological

8 clearance, dated March 9, 2021, and historic, non-archeological clearance, dated

9 January 12, 2021. Individual project coordination with SHPO was not required for
10 archeological or historic resources.
11 e Coordination with federally-recognized Native American tribes was conducted. A tribal
12 review of the project resulted in the determination that no sites of concern would be
13 affected. The coordination response letter, dated February 23, 2021, is included in
14 AppendixG.
15 e FEMA (see Section 5.10): the proposed project includes work within a FEMA
16 designated 100-year floodplain; therefore, coordination with the local floodplain
17 administrator would be required.
18 e TPWD (see Section 5.11): early coordination with TPWD regarding potential effects to
19 natural resources was conducted and coordination was completed on April 29, 2021.
20 The coordination correspondence is included in Appendix G. In accordance with the
21 MOU between TxDOT and TPWD, TPWD has provided a set of recommended BMPs in
22 a document titled, “Beneficial Management Practices — Avoiding, Minimizing, and
23 Mitigating Impacts of Transportation Projects on State Natural Resources,” which is
24 available on TXDOT’s Natural Resources Toolkit at https://www.txdot.gov/inside-
25 txdot/division/environmental/compliance-toolkits/natural-resources.html . The MOU
26 provides that application of specific BMPs to individual projects will be determined by
27 TXDOT at its discretion. The TPWD-recommended BMPs that will be applied to this
28 project are indicated in the Form — Documentation of Texas Parks and Wildlife
29 Department Best Management Practices prepared for the project, which is included
30 in AppendixG.
31 e TCEQ: per the TxDOT-TCEQ MOU, TxDOT provided TCEQ with a Notice of Availability
32 (NOA) to afford them the opportunity to review and comment on the project. The
33 coordination email sent to TCEQ, along with the TCEQ response letter, dated June 3,
34 2021, is included in AppendixG.
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7.0 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Stakeholder Meetings

Stakeholder meetings were held in association with the proposed project. The project team
held regular meetings with the City of Austin throughout the schematic development phase
of the project. The purpose of these meetings was to provide information on the proposed
project, gather feedback on the schematic design, and discuss project updates with
stakeholders within the project corridor.

Public Meetings

Three public meetings were held for this project. The purpose of the public meetings was to
share project information and updates and collect public input on the project. Maps,
drawings and project information were on display and representatives from TxDOT and
project consultants were available to answer questions about the proposed project
improvements.

The first public meeting was held on August 22, 2016. The meeting was held in an open
house format with no formal presentation at Cedar Ridge High School, located at 2801
Gattis School Road, Round Rock, Texas 78664. A total of 60 comments were received within
the 15-day comment period that ended on September 5, 2016. At the time this meeting was
held, the project included the construction of tolled express lanes. The majority of the
comments submitted were regarding anti-tolling. Other comments were regarding better
connections to cross streets, including direct connectors at SH 45N, and the use of SH 130
instead of I-35 for large trucks.

The second public meeting was held on February 2, 2017. The meeting was held in an open
house format with no formal presentation at Cedar Ridge High School, located at 2801
Gattis School Road, Round Rock, Texas 78664. A total of 38 comments were received within
the 15-day comment period that ended on February 16, 2017. The project still included
proposed tolled express lanes at the time this meeting was held. Therefore, many of the
same comment themes from the first public meeting were present during this public
meeting, including anti-tolling, direct connectors at SH 45N, and the use of SH 130 for large
trucks. Additional comments requested improved bicycle and pedestrian accommodations in
the project area.

The third public meeting was held on October 24, 2019. The meeting was held in an open
house format with no formal presentation at John B. Connally High School, located at 13212
N. Lamar Boulevard, Austin, Texas 78753. A total of 184 comments were received within
the 15-day comment period that ended on November 8, 2019. Following the second public
meeting, the project changed from tolled express lanes to non-tolled HOV managed lanes.
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The majority of the comments submitted were in support of changing the project to variable
priced express lanes to ease congestion. Other comments were regarding HOV lanes, transit
accommodations, bicycle and pedestrian safety, noise, and speed limits.

Public Hearing

A public hearing was held for this project on May 10, 2021. All required notices and
procedures, as required by TXDOT’s rules governing the Environmental Review of
Transportation Projects and outlined in TxDOT’s Public Involvement Handbook, were
followed. The NOA of the Draft EA was published in both English and Spanish in various
newspapers that serve the project area, and was also available online at
https://my35capex.com/. In recognition of the COVID-19 pandemic, the public hearing for
this project was held virtually, with an in-person option held on May 10, 2021. Four
members of the public showed up to the in-person hearing option, and 1,990 pageviews
were made to the online virtual hearing. A total of 53 comments were received within the
30-day comment period that ended on June 10, 2021. The comments submitted were
regarding bicycle and pedestrian accommodations, access, noise barriers, HOV lanes, and
transit improvements. The project team considered comments received during the public
hearing. No design modifications were made based on comments received.

The full Documentation of Public Hearing is available for review at the TxDOT Austin District
office, and online at https://my35capex.com/.

A notice of impending construction would be provided to owners of adjoining property and
affected local governments and public officials. The notice may be provided via a sign or
signs posted in the ROW, mailed notice, printed notice distributed by hand, or notice via
website when the recipient has previously been informed of the relevant website address.
This notice would be provided after the environmental decision (i.e., FONSI), but before
earthmoving or other activities requiring the use of heavy equipment begin.




8.0 POST-ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE ACTIVITIES AND
DESIGN/CONSTRUCTION COMMITMENTS
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8.1

Post-Environmental Clearance Activities

Activities to be completed after environmental clearance are listed and discussed as follows:

8.2

1. Noise: Traffic noise barriers are proposed to abate traffic noise. In accordance with

TXDOT Guidelines for Analysis and Abatement of Roadway Traffic Noise, polling of
adjacent property owners will take place to determine whether or not property
owners desire the noise barriers. Additionally, traffic noise workshops will be held to
provide information on the proposed noise barriers to adjacent property owners. The
traffic noise workshops would be held after the FONSI. Provisions will be included in
the plans and specifications that require the contractor to make every reasonable
effort to minimize construction noise through abatement measures such as work-
hour controls and proper maintenance of muffler systems.

Utilities: Utility relocations would be required throughout the corridor. Utility
agreements and notice to owners would be required for this project prior to
construction.

Public Involvement: Before construction, a notice of impending construction will be
provided to owners of adjoining property and affected local governments and public
officials.

Design/Construction Commitments

As indicated above in Section 6.0, the TPWD-recommended BMPs that will be applied to this
project are indicated in the Form — Documentation of Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
Best Management Practices prepared for the project, which is included in AppendixG. Other
design and construction commitments are as follows:

1. Archeological Resources: If unanticipated archaeological deposits are encountered

during construction, work in the immediate area will cease, and TxDOT archaeological
staff will be contacted to initiate post-review discovery procedures.

Construction (TPDES): The contractor shall comply with the CGP and SW3P;
complete, post and submit NOI and NOT to TCEQ and the MS4 operator; and inspect
the project to ensure compliance with the CGP.

Section 401: The Section 401 Certification requirements for NWP 14 would be met
by implementing a SW3P. The SW3P would include at least one BMP for erosion
control, sediment control, and post-construction TSS control from the Tier 1 401
Water Quality Certification Conditions for NWPs as published by the TCEQ.
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. Section 402: Project contractor will comply with the CGP, SW3P, and complete the

appropriate authorization documents.

. Section 404: The proposed project would require a NWP 14 without a PCN. The

proposed project would comply with all general conditions of the NWP.

. Wetlands: The construction contractor would be required to avoid and minimize

unnecessary impacts on wetlands during construction. Current design does not
include wetland impacts. BMPs would be implemented during construction as
appropriate.

. Floodplains: Notification and coordination with the local floodplain administrator is

required because the project is within the 100-year floodplain. This coordination will
be completed prior to the start of construction.

. Drinking Water Systems: If any unknown wells are encountered during construction

activities, they would need to be properly plugged in accordance with state statutes.

. Hazardous Materials: The contractor would take appropriate measures to prevent,

minimize, and control the spill of hazardous materials in the construction staging
area. All construction materials used for the proposed project would be removed as
soon as the work schedules permit. The contractor would initiate early regulatory
agency coordination during project development. Any unanticipated hazardous
materials encountered during construction would be handled according to the
applicable federal, state and local regulations per TXDOT Standard Specification.

10.Detours: County and local public safety officials would be notified of any road

closures or detours during construction. Detour timing and necessary rerouting of
emergency vehicles would be coordinated with the proper local agencies during
construction.

11.Air Quality: Implement fugitive dust control measures contained in standard

specifications to minimize potential impacts of PM emissions during construction.
The TERP provides financial incentives to reduce emissions from vehicles and
equipment. TXDOT encourages construction contractors to use this and other local
and federal incentive programs to the fullest extent possible to minimize diesel
emissions.

12.Project-specific locations (PSLs): Approved PSLs should be placed in upland areas

outside of the floodplain/riparian corridor whenever possible.

13.Dewatering: If any dewatering is needed, the contractor must coordinate with TPWD’s

Kills and Spills Team (KAST).

14.Vegetation: The contractor would avoid and minimize disturbance of vegetation and

soils. All disturbed areas would be revegetated, according to TxDOT specifications, as
soon as it becomes practicable. In accordance with EO 13112 on Invasive Species,
the Executive Memorandum on Beneficial Landscaping, and the 1999 FHWA
guidance on invasive species, all revegetation would, to the extent practicable, use
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only native species. Furthermore, BMPs would be used to control and prevent the
spread of invasive species.

The following would be done to avoid impacts to the heritage live oak (Quercus
virginiana) tree located adjacent to the ROW, north of Braker Lane on the east side of
I-35 at approximately frontage road Station 12833+00. Specific requirements for
evaluation and protection of this tree will be outlined in the EPICs for the proposed
project.

Site Preparation - Completion of an initial inspection and assessment (Level 1) by an
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experienced certified arborist prior to any work activity. This Level 1 inspection report
will be provided in writing to TxDOT.

Prune tree to remove dead wood and branches which may interfere with
construction. Pruning must be conducted by certified arborist.

Take soil samples and implement necessary soil augmentation of rooting
environment for tree. Results and recommendations will be provided in writing
to TxDOT before implementation.

Preserve a minimum of 50% of the critical root zone (CRZ), not cut four inches
within the ¥2 CRZ without an air spade or hand tool, and not cut or fill within
the ¥4 CRZ for tree.

Tree Protection Fencing
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5-feet, chain-link with steel support poles or T-Posts with welded wire fabric
when approved by TXxDOT.

Install fencing, 4” layer of mulch and/or more substantial material to protect
the CRZ of the tree within TXDOT ROW.

Tree and Root Care
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Prune tree in accordance with the most recent ANSI A300 standards and in
compliance with the guidelines for the prevention of oak wilt. The maximum
allowable impact for tree crowns is that not more than 25 percent of the
foliage should be removed within an annual growing season.

Do not trim tree from February-June.

Avoid impacting roots when digging (where feasible) and apply fertilization
when applicable.

All root cuts over 1” diameter will be conducted by a certified arborist.
Develop a supplemental watering plan for tree.

Assess rooting environment and provide soil aeration where needed.
Replenish mulch for tree annually.

Cover and rebury roots as soon as possible. Avoid leaving unburied roots for
more than 12 hours.
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Construction

Certified arborist must be present onsite when work near tree CRZ is occurring.
Hand grading within the CRZ of tree only.

Shall use sand to build up the SUP above grade.

e Use aplastic vapor barrier when installing concrete within the CRZ of tree.

15.Migratory Birds: The contractor would take all appropriate actions to prevent the take

of migratory birds, their active nests, eggs or young by the use of proper phasing of
the project or other appropriate actions. For migratory birds, the following Bird BMPs
and MBTA guidelines, as present as a Special Note on the PS&E Environmental
Permits, Issues, and Commitments sheet, would be implemented:

The contractor’s will be directed to the fact that there is the possibility that migratory
birds may be nesting in any woody vegetation or existing structures within the project
limits. The contractor shall remove all old migratory bird nests from any woody
vegetation or structures between September 16 and February 28 while the nests are
not occupied by a bird. In addition, the contractor must be prepared to prevent
migratory birds from re-nesting between Match 1 and September 15. All methods
must be approved by the Austin District Biologist well in advance of planned use.

16.Threatened, Endangered, and Candidate Species: If any species on the Travis and
Williamson counties threatened and endangered species lists is sighted in the
project area during construction, construction would stop and the contractor would
notify the TxDOT Area Engineer. Refer to Appendix G for applicable BMPs.
17.Coordination with the City of Austin will be on-going during final design and the City
will be provided the opportunity to review PS&E plan sets at key milestones.
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9.0 CONCLUSION

The Build Alternative, described in Section 2.2, satisfies the project purpose and need by
addressing local plans, reducing congestion, improving mobility and increasing safety within
the corridor. Because the Build Alternative satisfies the project’s purpose and need, it is the
recommended alternative.

Implementation of the proposed project would not result in a significant impact on the
human or natural environment. Therefore, a FONSI is recommended.
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Environmental Assessment I-35 Capital Express North
Project Photographs SH45N to US290E

Photo 1: Looking southeast at the northern project limits at the [-35/SH 45N interchange.

Photo 2: Looking north along I-35 at typical roadway view from Scarborough Drive.

Photos taken by CP&Y, Inc.
CSJs: 0015-10-062 & 0015-13-389 Page 1 0of8



Environmental Assessment I-35 Capital Express North
Project Photographs SH45Nto US 290E

Photo 4: Looking southwest at (unnamed) auto offices located at 9602 North [-35 (TCAD Parcel ID
246690). This building is on the same parcel as GTO Auto Wheels and would be displaced by the project.

Photos taken by CP&Y, Inc.
CSJs: 0015-10-062 & 0015-13-389 Page 2 0f 8



Environmental Assessment I-35 Capital Express North
Project Photographs SH45Nto US 290E
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Photo 5: Looking west at Pickup Heaven, which is on the same parcelas GTO Auto Wheels (TCAD Parcel
ID 246690). This building would be displaced by the project.

Photo 6: Looking northwest at A-1 Tires (TCAD Parcel ID 246691). This building would be displaced by
the project.

Photos taken by CP&Y, Inc.
CSJs: 0015-10-062 & 0015-13-389 Page 3 0f8



Environmental Assessment I-35 Capital Express North
Project Photographs SH45Nto US 290E

Photo 7: Looking northwest at Thermo King of Astin (CAD Parcl ID 24692). This building would be
displaced by the project.

Photo 8: Cook-Walden Capital Parks Cemetery & Mausoleum located adjacent to the project area.

Photos taken by CP&Y, Inc.
CSJs: 0015-10-062 & 0015-13-389 Page 4 of 8



Environmental Assessment I-35 Capital Express North
Project Photographs SH45Nto US 290E
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Photo 10: View west at a forested wetland along Gilleland Creek within an existing easement. The
existing ROW ends at the retaining wall visible. No work is anticipated outside the existing ROW at this
easement. Easement mapped as Urban MOU but was field verified to be Riparian MOU habitat type.

Photos taken by CP&Y, Inc.
CSJs: 0015-10-062 & 0015-13-389 Page 50f8



Environmental Assessment I-35 Capital Express North
Project Photographs SH45Nto US 290E

Photo 11: View Iooklng east W|th|n the prolect area near Tech Rldge Boulevard Edwards Plateau,
Savannah, Woodland, and Shrubland MOU habitat type are depicted.

Photo 12: View looking west at Walnut Creek, a perennial wterbody within the study area. Riparian
Vegetation MOU habitat type was present along this creek.

Photos taken by CP&Y, Inc.
CSJs: 0015-10-062 & 0015-13-389 Page 6 0f 8



Environmental Assessment I-35 Capital Express North
Project Photographs SH45N to US290E

Photo 13: View looking west at Little Walnut Creek, a perennial waterbody in the studyarea. This creek
was mapped and field verified as both Urban and Riparian MOU.

Photo 14: View looking south at beneath the bridge at Wells Branch Pkwy. Bat guano along the ground
and staining along the expansion joints are visible.

Photos taken by CP&Y, Inc.
CSJs: 0015-10-062 & 0015-13-389 Page 7 of 8



Environmental Assessment I-35 Capital Express North
Project Photographs SH45Nto US 290E

Photo 15: View facing north at the southern project limits (US 290E) along the I1-35access road.

Photos taken by CP&Y, Inc.
CSJs: 0015-10-062 & 0015-13-389 Page 8 0f 8
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APPENDIXE
PLAN AND PROGRAM EXCERPTS
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Texas
Department
of Transporiation

2021-2024
Statewide Transportation
Improvement Program

Highway Projects




From: Lori Morel

To: Lillie Salas; Daniel Dargevics
Cc: Nick Page; Michelle Meaux; Tamelia Spillman; Peggy Thurin; Angela Erwin; Sara Garza; Heather Ashley-Nguyen;

Brandon Marshall; Glendora Lopez; Jackie Ploch; Jamye Sawey; Juan Valera-Lema; Karie Brown; Lindsey

Kimmitt; Sandra Chipley; Scott Ford; Sonya Hernandez; Tim Wood; Bonnie Sherman; Hettie Thompson; Karen
Burkhard; Katie Delong; Reane Gilder; Sue Theiss

Subject: **FEDERAL APPROVAL** - Early Action Approval 12/6/2021
Date: Monday, December 6, 2021 5:00:29 PM

Attachments: image001.png

Importance: High

FHWA has lifted the exceptions on follow projects listed below. TxC is in the
process of being updated. Approval date will be 12/6/2021

Approved. Early Action approval is effective 12/6/2021 for the following
projects:
0196-07-034 — NCTCOG_ MPO ID 14070 Warren Park Deck Plaza
0015-10-062 — CAMPO_MPO ID 51-00351-00, IH 35
0015-13-389 — CAMPO_MPO ID 51-00353-00, IH 35
0015-13-077 — CAMPO_MPO ID 51-00352-00, IH 35
0016-01-113 - CAMPO_ MPO ID 51-00354-00, IH 35

Thanks,

Lori

[-<]

Lori Morel

Transportation Planner

Transportation Planning & Programming Division — STIP
Work Phone: 512.486-5033 Cell Phone: 512.810.6663
Lori.Morel@txdot.gov

From: Bales, Genevieve (FHWA) <Genevieve.Bales@dot.gov>

Sent: Monday, December 6, 2021 4:46 PM

To: Lori Morel <Lori.Morel@txdot.gov>; Angela Erwin <Angela.Erwin@txdot.gov>

Cc: Campos, Jose (FHWA) <Jose.Campos@dot.gov>; barbara.maley@dot.gov; Leary, Michael (FHWA)
<Michael.Leary@dot.gov>

Subject: Early Action Approval 12/6/2021



This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

Approved. Early Action approval is effective 12/6/2021 for the following
projects:
0196-07-034 — NCTCOG_ MPO ID 14070 Warren Park Deck Plaza
0015-10-062 — CAMPO_MPO ID 51-00351-00, IH 35
0015-13-389 — CAMPO_MPO ID 51-00353-00, IH 35
0015-13-077 — CAMPO_MPO ID 51-00352-00, IH 35
0016-01-113 — CAMPO_ MPO ID 51-00354-00, IH 35

Genevieve E. Bales,

Statewide Transportation Planner

U.S. Department of Transportation | Federal Highway Administration

300 E. 81" Street, Room 826 | Austin, TX 78701

Office: (512) 536-5941 | Fax: (512) 536-5990 | Email: genevieve.bales@dot.gov

Website: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/txdiv/



11/30/21, 11:13 AM

STIP Portal

Portal

Logged in as Tricia Bruck-Hoyt

[ Project I\/Ianagernendv] [ F{eporls|V] [ Suppor[|V]

Project Management > Area List > STIPs (M-CAMPO) > Revisions (2021-2024) > TIP Instances (11/2021) > Highway Projects (11/2021) > Project Details

Color Key: D Business rule violation

Statewide &
District @
MPO @&

cs)@

Revision Date & 11/2021

Project Sponsor &
MPO Proj Number @
MTP Reference @
city @

Limits From &

Limits To @&

Project Description @

P7 Remarks @&

Project History @

D- Value changed in current session

STIP Revision @ None v Phase & Construction
Engineering
AUSTIN v County @ TRAVIS v Environmental
. Engineerin
CAMPO ~  Highway @ 435 | =18 9
Right-of-Way
0015 - 10 - 062 TIPFY @ 2022 Acquisition
Utilities
Transfer
NOX ( Kg /D). @ 0.0000
TXDOT VOC (Kg ~ /D): @ 0.0000
51-00351-00 PM10 ( Kg v /D): & 0.0000
PM25(Kg + /D) & 0.0000
CO ( Lbs v /D). &
SH 45N
FM 1825

Add one NB and one SB non-tolled managed lanes, add one additional NBFR lane from SH 45 to FM 1825,
one additional SBFR lane from SH 45 to Grand Ave Pkwy, reconstruct ramps, and add FR & mainlane
auxiliary lanes.

Spring Amendment 2021
Administrative Amendment 2021
Fall Amendment 2021

Authorized Funding by Category/Share

D- Different from DCIS or latest approved copy

Total Project Cost Information

Prelim Engineering @

ROW Purchase i#

Construction Cost &
Const Engineering &

Contingencies @
Indirect Costs @
Bond Financing @
Potential Chg Ord &
Total Project Cost &
YOE Cost &

Toll &

TcM i@

$5,453,913
$5,000
$89,652,500
$4,786,087
$200,348

$0

$0

$0

$100,097,848

Category Federal State Regional Local Match Local Contributions Total
2 v $60,075,600 $15,018,900 $0 $0 $0 $75,094,500
4R v $2,280,000 $570,000 $0 $0 $0 $2,850,000
7 v $9,366,400 $2,341,600 $0 $0 $0 $11,708,000
Total $71,722,000 $17,930,500 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $89,652,500
2021-2024 STIP 11/2021 (Current) Revision: Pending Review
DISTRICT MPO COUNTY CSJ TIP FY HWY PHASE CITY YOE COST
AUSTIN CAMPO TRAVIS 0015-10-062 2022 IH 35 C $ 89,652,500
LIMITS FROM: SH 45N PROJECT SPONSOR: TxDOT
LIMITS TO: FM 1825 REVISION DATE: 11/2021
""""" PROJECT "Add 'one NE and one SB non-tolied managed ianes, add one additional NBFR lane from SH 45 (0 FM 1825, MPO PROJ NUM: 51-00351-00
DESCR: Fne additional SBFR lane from SH 45 to Grand Ave Pkwy, reconstruct ramps, and add FR & mainlane auxiliary FUNDING CAT(S): 2M,4,7
....................... S eeeeereeeemeeeeeeeeooooossssseeseseeeseeeeeeeesomommmsssssesesttteseeeresessommmmssssseessetesseeeeeeeeesonnnnssssefaseeteeeenneneneeennnnssss—aaaateesernnneeeennnnnnnann
REMARKS P7: PROJECT Spring Amendment 2021 Administrative Amendment 2021 Fall

HISTORY: Amendment 2021

TOTAL PROJECT COST INFORMATION : AUTHORIZED FUNDING BY CATEGORY/SHARE
PRELIM ENG: $ 5,453,913 : iCATEGORY __ FEDERAL STATE REGIONAL LOCAL MATCH LC TOTAL
ROW PURCH: $ 5,000 : A%SSB\‘,’ED ) $60,075,600  $ 15,018,900 $0 $0 $0  $75,094,500
ngﬁgTCé’NSGTf 2 Sgggg’ggg i MDhAses R $ 2,280,000 $ 570,000 $0 $0 $0 $ 2,850,000
CONTING; $ '200Y348 $ 89,652,500 7 $ 9,366,400 $ 2,341,600 $0 $0 $0 $ 11,708,000
INDIRECT: $ ’ 0: TOTAL $71,722,000 $17,930,500 $0 $0 $0 $ 89,652,500
BOND FIN: $ 0: H
POT CHG ORD: $ 0:
TOTAL COST: $ 100,097,848 £

https://apps3.txdot.gov/apps/estip/index.aspx

1/2



11/30/21, 11:13 AM STIP Portal

TIP History
2021-2024 STIP 07/2020 Revision: Not Approved 07/22/2021
DISTRICT MPO COUNTY CSJ TIPFY HWY _ PHASE CITY YOE COST
AUSTIN CAMPO TRAVIS 0015-10-062 2022 IH35 C OTHER $ 111,300,000
LIMITS FROM: SH 45N PROJECT SPONSOR: TxDOT
LIMITS TO: FM 1825 REVISION DATE: 07/2020
PROJECT Add northbound and southbound non-tolled managed lanes, reconstruct ramps, improve frontage road and MPO PROJ NUM: 51-00351-00
........... DESCR;. freight.mavements, and.add WAHAINIANES ......oeeuseeeuseessseeesasessssenegeessssese s ssssssssesenssssssasessse st benesses oo o e oo AU et vsnsee s
REMARKS P7: H PROJECT
........................................................................................................... frneeneHISTORY: et s e e
TOTAL PROJECT COST INFORMATION AUTHORIZED FUNDING BY CATEGORY/SHARE
PRELIM ENG: $ 5,453,913 i ‘CATEGORY FEDERAL STATE REGIONAL LOCAL MATCH LC TOTAL
ROW PURCH: $ 5.000: COSTOF, 2 $60,078,000  $15,019,500 $0 $0 $0  $75,097,500
CONST COST: $ 111,300,000 : AZRRAYD R $ 18,280,000 $ 4,570,000 $0 $0 $0  $22,850,000
oS N, g 4.780.087 ¢ 111,300,000 7 $ 10,682,000 $ 2,670,500 $0 $0 $0  $13,352,500
INDIRECT: $ " {TOTAL $ 89,040,000 $ 22,260,000 $0 $0 $0  $111,300,000
BOND FIN: $ 0
POT CHG ORD: $ 0
TOTAL COST: $ 121,745,348 §
Comment History
Time User Comment { Related Approval
2021/07/22 Jose Campos Not approved. Project description reflected in e-STIP and in the CAMPO FY 2021- 7/2020: Not Approved
19:31:36 2024 TIP and 2045 RTP, does not indicate the number of non-tolled managed lanes
being added or the scope of the proposed frontage road and freight movement
improvements. Approval is withheld pending clarification of project scope.
STIP Portal _* Tue, Nov 30, 2021 11:12:57 AM

I Texas Deparitment of Transportation

https://apps3.txdot.gov/apps/estip/index.aspx

]

22



11/30/21, 11:14 AM

STIP Portal

Portal

Logged in as Tricia Bruck-Hoyt

[ Project I\/Ianagernendv] [ F{eporls|V] [ Suppor[|V]

Project Management > Area List > STIPs (M-CAMPO) > Revisions (2021-2024) > TIP Instances (11/2021) > Highway Projects (11/2021) > Project Details

Color Key: D Business rule violation

Statewide &
District @
MPO @&

cs)@

Revision Date & 11/2021

Project Sponsor &
MPO Proj Number @
MTP Reference @
city @

Limits From &

Limits To @&

Project Description @

P7 Remarks @&

Project History @

D- Value changed in current session

D- Different from DCIS or latest approved copy

Prelim Engineering @
ROW Purchase i#
Construction Cost &
Const Engineering &
Contingencies @

Indirect Costs @
Bond Financing @

STIP Revision @ None v Phase & Construction
Engineering
AUSTIN v County @ TRAVIS v Environmental
. Enaineeri
CAVBO . Highway @ 11 35 . ngineering
Right-of-Way
0015 - 13 - 389 TIPFY @ 2022 Acquisition
Utilities
Transfer
NOX (Kg v /D): & 0.0000
TXDOT VOC (Kg ~ /D): @ 0.0000
51-00353-00 PM10 ( Kg + /D): & 0.0000
PM25(Kg + /D) & 0.0000
CO ( Lbs v /D): &
FM 1825
US 290E

Add one NB and one SB non-tolled managed lanes, add one additional NBFR lane from FM 1825 to Parmer
& from Tech Ridge Blvd to Rundberg, add one additional SBFR lane from FM 1825 to US 183, reconstruct
ramps, and add FR & mainlane auxiliary lanes.

Spring Amendment 2021
Administrative Amendment 2021
Fall Amendment 2021

Authorized Funding by Category/Share

Potential Chg Ord &

Total Project Cost &

YOE Cost &
Toll &

TcM i@

Total Project Cost Information

$14,146,087
$2,500,000
$260,347,500
$12,413,913
$519,652

$0

$0

$0

$289,927,152

Category Federal State Regional Local Match Local Contributions Total
2 v $135,118,000 $33,779,500 $0 $0 $0 $168,897,500
4u v $6,280,000 $1,570,000 $0 $0 $0 $7,850,000
12 v $66,880,000 $16,720,000 $0 $0 $0 $83,600,000
Total $208,278,000 $52,069,500 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $260,347,500
2021-2024 STIP 11/2021 (Current) Revision: Pending Review
DISTRICT MPO COUNTY CSJ TIP FY HWY PHASE CITY YOE COST
AUSTIN CAMPO TRAVIS 0015-13-389 2022 IH 35 C $ 260,347,500
LIMITS FROM: FM 1825 PROJECT SPONSOR: TxDOT
LIMITS TO: US 290E REVISION DATE: 11/2021
""""" PROJECT "Add 'one'NE and one SB non-tolled managed ianes, add one additional NBFR lane from FM 1825 to Parmer & : MPO PROJ NUM: 51-00353-00
DESCR: from Tech Ridge Blvd to Rundberg, add one additional SBFR lane from FM 1825 to US 183, reconstruct H FUNDING CAT(S): 2/4R,12
....................... ramps, and.add FR & mainlane auXillary 1aN8S, || .. .. ......coeieueieeeeeseeseeneese et eenessessensseneesessssnessesberensteannsnnssessesnnssessesnnse e sennnanensennnnnesenn
REMARKS P7: PROJECT Spring Amendment 2021 Administrative Amendment 2021 Fall

HISTORY: Amendment 2021

TOTAL PROJECT COST INFORMATION ; AUTHORIZED FUNDING BY CATEGORY/SHARE
PRELIMENG: $ 14,146,087 } ICATEGORY __ FEDERAL STATE REGIONAL LOCAL MATCH Lc TOTAL
ROWPURCH: $ 2500000 : COSTOF = 2 $135,118000  $ 33,779,500 $0 $0 $0  $ 168,897,500
ngﬁché’NSGTf 2 Z‘igvj‘l‘;ggg i MDhAses AU $ 6,280,000 $ 1,570,000 $0 $0 $0 $ 7,850,000
CONTING: & 1o ess | $260347,500 12 $66,880,000 $ 16,720,000 $0 $0 $0  $83,600,000
INDIRECT: $ ’ o: TOTAL $ 208,278,000 $ 52,069,500 $0 $0 $0 $ 260,347,500
BOND FIN: $ 0: H
POT CHG ORD: $ 0:
TOTAL COST: $ 289,927,152 i

https://apps3.txdot.gov/apps/estip/index.aspx

1/2



11/30/21, 11:

14 AM STIP Portal
TIP History
2021-2024 STIP 07/2020 Revision: Not Approved 07/22/2021
DISTRICT MPO COUNTY CSJ TIPFY HWY _ PHASE CITY YOE COST
AUSTIN CAMPO TRAVIS 0015-13-389 2022 IH35 C OTHER $ 288,700,000
LIMITS FROM: FM 1825 PROJECT SPONSOR: TxDOT

LIMITS TO: US 290E

PROJECT Add northbound and southbound non-tolled managed lanes, reconstruct ramps, improve frontage road and

REVISION DATE: 07/2020

MPO PROJ NUM: 51-00353-00
FUNDING CAT(S): 2M,4,7,12

REMARKS P7: Texas Clear Lanes H PROJECT
........................................................................................................... e AISTORY st e e
TOTAL PROJECT COST INFORMATION AUTHORIZED FUNDING BY CATEGORY/SHARE
PRELIM ENG: $ 14,146,087 i ‘CATEGORY FEDERAL STATE REGIONAL LOCAL MATCH LC TOTAL
ROWPURCH: $ 25000001 COSTOF " ¢ $135,118000  $ 33,779,500 $0 $0 $0  $168,897,500
CONST COST: $ 288,700,000 : ATRRAYS R $ 18,280,000 $ 4,570,000 $0 $0 $0  $22,850,000
oS N g 12018 0as 5288700000 7 $ 10,682,000 $ 2,670,500 $0 $0 $0  $13,352,500
INDIRECT: 3$ ! 0 12 $ 66,880,000 $ 16,720,000 $0 $0 $0 $ 83,600,000
BOND FIN: §$ 0 TOTAL $230,960,000  $ 57,740,000 $0 $0 $0 $ 288,700,000
POT CHG ORD: $ 0 :
TOTAL COST: $ 318,279,652 §
Comment History
Time User Comment { Related Approval
2021/07/22 Jose Campos Not approved. Project description reflected in e-STIP and in the CAMPO FY 2021- 7/2020: Not Approved
19:34:25 2024 TIP and 2045 RTP, does not indicate the number of non-tolled managed lanes
being added or the scope of the proposed frontage road and freight movement
improvements. Approval is withheld pending clarification of project scope.
STIP Portal

_*.

I Texas Deparitment of Transportation

https://apps3.txdot.gov/apps/estip/index.aspx

Tue, Nov 30, 2021 11:14:37 AM

]
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APPENDIXG
RESOURCE AGENCY COORDINATION



CSJ: 001510062 Proj Nm: Capital Express North Dist: AUSTIN Cnty: TRAVIS Hwy: IH... Page 1 of 1

Back To List
Assignment Details W Activity Print this Page

Obtain Archeology Section 106/Antiquities Code of Texas (ACT) Approval

Determination of Effect: v

Comments:
No further work required. No effect to historic properties or cemeteries. Consultation concluded with no objections.

Site Map
Last Updated By: Eric Oksanen Last Updated Date: 03/09/2021 12:18:28

https://www.dot.state.tx.us/ECOS/apps/ecos/arch antiqg.jsp?actual end date=03/09/2021&... 3/17/2021



From: Laura Cruzada

To: mattocknie@kiowatribe.org; holly@mathpo.org; dhill@caddo.xyz; caddochair.cn@gmail.com; Franks.D@sno-
nsn.gov; lbrown@tonkawatribe.com; mallen@tonkawatribe.com; Celestine.bryant@actribe.org;
alec.tobine@actribe.orq; epadapachetribeok@amail.com; martinac@comanchenation.com;
theodorev@comanchenation.com; tonya@shawnee-tribe.com; Gary.McAdams@uwichitatribe.com;
Terri.Parton@wichitatribe.com; Jacey Lamar; Mary.botone@wichitatribe.com; epaden@delawarenation-nsn.gov

Cc: Eric Oksanen

Subject: TxDOT Sec. 106 Consultation Request - CSJ: 0015-10-062 and 0015-13-389, 1-35, Widen Freeway; Travis and
Williamson Counties, Austin District
Date: Wednesday, February 3, 2021 1:50:00 PM

Sec. 106

Consultation
Ceemuavazozn

We kindly request your comments on historic properties of
cultural or religious significance to your Tribe that may be
affected by the proposed project. Please see the following
summary for project details and information. To access the
associated reports, which include a detailed project description,
APE definition and identification efforts, use the attached link.
After 21 days, the link will expire. We will provide an updated link
upon request. This project will also be included during our
monthly Sec. 106 conference call every third Wednesday of the
Laura Cruzada month at 2 p.m.

512-416-2638

Contacts:

Summary:
Project ID (CSJ), 0015-10-062 and 0015-13-389, Travis and
Roadway, Limits, Williamson Counties, Austin District
County and TxDOT 1-35 from SH 45N to FM 1825
District
Project Sponsor: TxDOT
Consultation Status: X Initial Consultation
[JContinuation of Consultation
Reason(s):
Short Description: I-35, Widen Freeway
New Right of Way: 19.95 acres
Depth of Impacts: 2 foot typical and 40 foot maximum
Known Archeological 41TV1134 (consists of an Archaic-age lithic
Sites or Properties in scatter and mid-nineteenth- to mid-
Notice: project area: twentieth-century farmstead) and 41TV1135
(prehistoric campsite of unknown age and an
The environmental early-twentieth-century refuse dump). No
review, potential for intact traces of sites 41TV1134



Understanding
dated December 9,
2019, and
executed by FHWA
and TxDOT.

consultation, and and 41TV1135 to be present within the

other agt:;ms existing 1-35 ROW.

;i)?olljigal o 3{: ederal Identification I_Efforts: Back_ground Study :
environmental laws Recommendations: No sites affected; proceed to construction.

for this project are Link to Detailed Report: Available upon request

being, or have

been, carried-out Please provide any comments that you may have on the

by TxDOT pursuant TxDOT findings and recommendations. Please provide your
to 23 U.S.C. 327 comments within 30 days of receipt of this letter. Any

and a comments provided after that time will be addressed to the
Memorandum of fullest extent possible.

Laura Cruzada

Public Involvement Speciaist and Tribal Liaison
Environmental Affairs Division
laura.cruzada@txdot.gov

TxDOT office: 512-416-2638

TxDOT mobile: 737-212-3795




From: Theodore Villicana

To: Laura Cruzada

Subject: Consult Response

Date: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 11:24:51 AM
Attachments: CSJ-0015-10-062 and 0015-13-389 TX..docx

This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

Consult response attached



COMANCHE NATION

Texas Department of Transportation
Attn: Ms. Laura Cruzada

125 East 11th St.

Texas 78701

February 23, 2021

Re: TXDOT Sec. 106 Consultation Request — CSJ: 0015-10-062 and 0015-13-389,
I-35, Widen Freeway; Travis and Williamson Counties, Austin District

Dear Ms. Cruzada:

In response to your request, the above reference project has been reviewed by staff of this office
to identify areas that may potentially contain prehistoric or historic archeological materials. The
location of your project has been cross referenced with the Comanche Nation site files, where an
indication of “No Properties” have been identified. (IAW 36 CFR 800.4(d)(1)).

Please contact this office at (580) 595-9960/9618) if you require additional information on this
project.

This review is performed in order to identify and preserve the Comanche Nation and State
cultural heritage, in conjunction with the State Historic Preservation Office.

Regards
Comanche Nation Historic Preservation Office
Theodore E. Villicana , Technician

#6 SW “D” Avenue, Suite C
Lawton, OK. 73502

Consult Response delayed due to Covid-19 work conditions.

COMANCHENATION P.0.BOX 908/ LAWTON, OK 73502
PHONE:580-492-4988 TOLL FREE:1-877-492-4988




CSJ: 001510062 Proj Nm: Capital Express North Dist: AUSTIN Cnty: TRAVIS Hwy: IH... Page 1 of 1

-—>

Assignment Details K Activity

Back To List

Print this Page
Obtain Historical Studies Section 106/Antiquities Code of Texas(ACT) Approval

Determination of Effect:

Comments:
HIST Finding: In compliance with the Section 106 PA, TxDOT historians determined project activities will not affect
historic properties.

project activities have no potential for adverse effects.

In compliance with the Antiquities Code of Texas and the MOU, TxDOT historians determined
See uploaded memo for more information as necessary.

%

Individual project coordination with SHPO is not required.

Site Map
Last Updated By: Rebekah Dobrasko Last Updated Date: 01/12/2021 03:42:24

https://www.dot.state.tx.us/ECOS/apps/ecos/hist antig.jsp?actual end date=01/12/2021&r... 3/17/2021



From: Laura Cruzada

To: "Bob Ward"; "ewbrackenridge@amail.com"

Cc: Eric Oksanen

Subject: TxDOT project in Travis and Williamson Counties, Austin District (1-35 from SH 45N to FM 1825)
Date: Wednesday, February 3, 2021 1:57:00 PM

Good afternoon,

As part of TXDOT'’s cultural resources work with Travis and Williamson County Historical

Commissions, please find details about the above referenced TxDOT project, which included
archeological reviews. We welcome your consultation on this request. Thank you and if you have
comments or questions, please feel free to reach out.

Contacts:

Laura Cruzada
512-416-2638

Sec. 106
Consultation

Summary:

FEBRUARY 3, 2021

Project ID (CSJ),
Roadway, Limits,
County and TxDOT
District

0015-10-062 and 0015-13-389, Travis and
Williamson Counties, Austin District
1-35 from SH 45N to FM 1825

Project Sponsor:

TxDOT

Short Description:

1-35, Widen Freeway

New Right of Way:

19.95 acres

Depth of Impacts:

2 foot typical and 40 foot maximum

Known Archeological
Sites or Properties in
project area:

41TV1134 (consists of an Archaic-age
lithic scatter and mid-nineteenth- to mid-
twentieth-century farmstead) and
41TV1135 (prehistoric campsite of
unknown age and an early-twentieth-
century refuse dump). No potential for
intact traces of sites 41TV1134 and
41TV1135 to be present within the existing
I-35 ROW.

Identification Efforts:

Background Study

Recommendations:

No sites affected; proceed to construction.

Link to Detailed Report:

Available upon request

Please provide any comments that you may have on the
TxDOT findings and recommendations. Please provide




your comments within 30 days of receipt of this letter.
Any comments provided after that time will be addressed
to the fullest extent possible.

Notice:

The
environmental
review,
consultation, and
other actions
required by
applicable
Federal
environmental
laws for this
project are
being, or have
been, carried-out
by TXDOT
pursuant to 23
U.S.C. 327 and a
Memorandum of
Understanding
dated December
9, 2019, and
executed by
FHWA and
TxDOT.

Laura Cruzada

Public Involvement Speciaist and Tribal Liaison
Environmental Affairs Division
laura.cruzada@txdot.gov

TxDOT office: 512-416-2638

TxDOT mobile: 737-212-3795



From: Suzanne Walsh

To: Tricia Bruck-Hoyt-C

Cc: Andrew Blair; Dennis Palafox; Andrew Cooper-C; Tracy White; Sonya Hernandez; Angela McMurray-C
Subject: RE: M35 CapEx-N 0015-10-062 Tier | Site Assessment Ready for TPWD’s Review

Date: Thursday, April 29, 2021 2:54:22 PM

This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

Tricia,

Thank you for submitting the following project for early coordination: I-35 from SH 45N to US 290E
(CSJ: 0015-10-062). TPWD appreciates TxXDOT’s commitment to implement the practices listed in
the Tier | Site Assessment form submitted on February 4 2021 and in the emails below. Based on a
review of the documentation, the avoidance and mitigation efforts described, and provided that
project plans do not change, TPWD considers coordination to be complete. However, please note it
is the responsibility of the project proponent to comply with all federal, state, and local laws that
protect plants, fish, and wildlife.

According to 82.204(g) of the 2013 TxDOT-TPWD MOU, TxDOT agreed to provide TXNDD reporting
forms for observations of tracked SGCN (which includes federal- and state-listed species)
occurrences within TxDOT project areas. Please keep this mind when completing project due
diligence tasks. For TXNDD submission guidelines, please visit the following link:
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/txndd/submit.phtml

Sincerely,

Suzanne Walsh
Transportation Conservation Coordinator
(512) 389-4579

From: Tricia Bruck-Hoyt-C <TBRUCK-C@txdot.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 5:25 PM

To: Suzanne Walsh <Suzanne.Walsh@tpwd.texas.gov>

Cc: Andrew Blair <Andrew.Blair@txdot.gov>; Dennis Palafox <Dennis.Palafox@txdot.gov>; Andrew
Cooper-C <ACOOPE-C@txdot.gov>; Tracy White <Tracy.White@txdot.gov>; Sonya Hernandez
<Sonya.Hernandez@txdot.gov>; Angela McMurray-C <AMCMUR-C@txdot.gov>

Subject: RE: M35 CapEx-N 0015-10-062 Tier | Site Assessment Ready for TPWD’s Review

ALERT: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links

in unknown or unexpected emails.

Hi Suzanne,



Thank you for your comments on the CapEx-North project (0015-10-062). TxDOT’s responses are
provided below.

Thanks,
I Texas Department of Transportation

Tricia Bruck-Hoyt, AICP, PMP | Mobility35 GEC Environmental Lead

Austin District

7901 N. IH 35, Austin, TX 78753

Phone: (512) 832-7256 office (512) 739-9450 cell | Email: tbruck-c@txdot.gov

From: Suzanne Walsh [mailto:Suzanne.Walsh@tpwd.texas.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, April 13, 2021 4:41 PM

To: Sonya Hernandez <Sonya.Hernandez@txdot.gov>; Tricia Bruck-Hoyt-C <TBRUCK-C@txdot.gov>
Cc: Andrew Blair <Andrew.Blair@txdot.gov>; Dennis Palafox <Dennis.Palafox@txdot.gov>; Andrew
Cooper-C <ACOOPE-C@txdot.gov>; Tracy White <Tracy.White@txdot.gov>

Subject: RE: M35 CapEx-N 0015-10-062 Tier | Site Assessment Ready for TPWD’s Review

This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Tricia/Sonya,

Thank you for your patience. | am sorry that it has taken me awhile to get back to you with
comments and recommendations. Please see below and let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Suzanne

1. There were a few inconsistencies in environmental documents for the project regarding
species BMPs planned for implementation:

TPWD notes that the approved draft EA (file labeled 2021-03-22

05 38 13 APPROVED_ CapEx-N_DraftEA 2021-03-17) indicates that TXDOT will implement
the following BMPs; however these BMPs were not included in the Tier | form. Please
confirm whether the BMPs will be implemented for the project.

o For migratory birds, the following Bird BMPs and MBTA guidelines, as present as
a Special Note on the PS&E Environmental Permits, Issues, and Commitments
sheet, would be implemented:

o Prior to construction, perform daytime surveys for nests including under bridges
and in culverts to determine if they are active before removal. Nests that are active
should not be disturbed.



o Do not disturb, destroy, or remove active nests, including ground nesting birds,
during the nesting season;

o Avoid removal of unoccupied, inactive nests, as practicable;

o Prevent the establishment of active nests during the nesting season in TxDOT
owned and operated facilities and structures proposed for replacement or repair;

o Do not collect, capture, relocate, or transport birds, eggs, young, or active nests
without a permit.

o In the event that migratory birds are encountered on-site during project
construction, TXDOT will take all appropriate actions to prevent the take of
migratory birds, their active nests, eggs, or young by the use of proper phasing of
the project or other appropriate actions to include:

= No active migratory bird nests (nests containing eggs and/or young) will be
removed or destroyed at any time of the year.

= No colonial nests (swallows, for example) on or in structures will be removed
until all nests in the colony become inactive.

= Measures, to the extent practicable, will be used to prevent or discourage
migratory birds from building nests within portions of the project area
planned for construction.

= |nactive nests will be removed from the project area to minimize the
potential for reuse by migratory birds.

= Construction or demolition activities will be scheduled outside the typical
nesting season (February 15 to October 1), and will comply with the
previously listed prohibitive provisions of the MBTA, which apply year-round.

TxDOT Response: TxDOT will implement the following BMP related to migratory birds “The
contractor’s attention is directed to the fact that there is the possibility that migratory birds may
be nesting in any woody vegetation or existing structures within the project limits. The
contractor shall remove all old migratory bird nests from any woody vegetation or structures
between September 16 and February 28 while the nests are not occupied by a bird. In addition,
the contractor must be prepared to prevent migratory birds from re-nesting between March 1
and September 15. Almethods must be approved by the Austin District Biologist well in
advance of planned use.” Section 8. Post-Environmental Activities and Design/Construction
Commitments will be updated to reflect this commitment in the Final EA.

o For Vegetation:

o The contractor would avoid and minimize disturbance of vegetation and soils. All
disturbed areas would be revegetated, according to TxDOT specifications, as soon
as it becomes practicable.

o Inaccordance with EO 13112 on Invasive Species, the Executive Memorandum on
Beneficial Landscaping, and the 1999 FHWA guidance on invasive species, all
revegetation would, to the extent practicable, use only native species.

o Furthermore, BMPs would be used to control and prevent the 25 spread of invasive
species.

o The removal of native vegetation, particularly mature native trees and shrubs
would be avoided to the greatest extent practicable. A native and locally-adapted
seed mix would be used in the landscaping and re-vegetation of disturbed areas



(listed in section 5.11.2 on page 28).

TXDOT Response:

TxDOT will implement the following BMPs related to vegetation:

“Avoid vegetation clearing activities during the general bird nesting season, March 1 through
September 15, to minimize adverse impacts to birds.”

“All disturbed areas will be re-vegetated according to TxDOT’s standard practices for urban
areas and the TCEQ Construction General Permit (CGP) to the extent practicable, in compliance
with Executive Order 13112 on Invasive Species and the Executive Memorandum on Beneficial
Landscaping. Re-vegetation efforts would provide appropriate and sustainable cover to prevent
erosion and siltation.”

No landscaping is anticipated as part of this proposed project.

Section 8. Post-Environmental Activities and Design/Construction Commitments will be updated
to reflect this commitment in the Final EA.

2. TPWD notes that the approved draft EA (file labeled 2021-03-22
05 38 13 APPROVED_CapEx-N_DraftEA 2021-03-17) states in section 5.11.11 that no
suitable habitat occurs in the project area for federally listed threatened, endangered, or
candidate species. However, the Tier | and other sections in draft EA indicate that two
perennial streams within the project area could provide suitable habitat for the Texas
fatmucket and Texas fawnsfoot, FWS candidate species. TxDOT states that species were not
found in 2015 surveys.

TxDOT Response: Two perennial streams (Walnut Creek and Little Walnut Creek) within the
project area could potentially provide suitable habitat for this for the Texas fatmucket and
Texas fawnsfoot; however, these species were not identified during a 2015 survey of the
project area (Schwalb, 2016). TxDOT will reevaluate these streams to determine if they have
suitable habitat. Section 5.11.11 will be revised in the Final EA to be consistent with this
statement.

3. TPWD appreciated the opportunity to participate at TXDOT’s Stakeholder meeting for
preliminary bat avoidance and minimization measures on February 3, 2021. Please continue
to include me and Nathan Fuller, TPWD Statewide Bat Biologist, in notifications about
upcoming meetings or opportunities regarding this issue.

TxDOT Response: TxDOT plans to hold a follow-up meeting in spring 2022 to share the survey
results and the avoidance and minimization measures that were incorporated into the project.
We will include you and Nathan Fuller on the invitation.

4. Please make sure to submit records to the TXNDD for bat roost observations documented
within the project area to ensure these locations are entered into the NDD (including data on
species, estimated population size, and survey date). Data can be submitted using forms on
TPWD website (see weblink:



https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/txndd/submit.phtml) or by electronic
format (i.e. excel spreadsheets, pictures, shapefiles with attributes). If you have any
guestions about submitting data, you may contact the TXNDD staff by email at:
TexasNatural.DiversityDatabase@tpwd.texas.gov
Additionally, TPWD requests to be notified if TXDOT detects other SGCN bat species in
addition to cave myotis and Mexican free-tailed bats within the project area.

TxDOT Response: TxDOT will submit the results of the bat habitat assessment and occupancy
survey for bats to TXNDD.

5. TPWD recommends implementing the Additional Bat BMPs in Section 2: Standard
Recommendations to the project:

e Bat surveys of structures should include visual inspections of structural fissures (cracked
or spalled concrete, damaged or split beams, split or damaged timber railings), crevices
(expansion joints, space between parallel beams, spaces above supports piers), and
alternative structures (drainage pipes, bolt cavities, open sections between support
beams, swallow nests) for the presence of bats.

o Before excluding bats from any occupied structure, bat species, weather, temperature,
season, and geographic location must be incorporated into any exclusion plans to avoid
unnecessary harm or death to bats. Winter exclusion must entail a survey to confirm
either, 1) bats are absent or 2) present but active (i.e. continuously active - not
intermittently active due to arousals from hibernation}.

» Avoid using materials that degrade quickly, like paper, steel wool or rags, to close holes.

¢ Avoid using products or making structural modifications that may block natural
ventilation, like hanging plastic sheeting over an active roost entrance, thereby altering
roost microclimate.

¢ Avoid using chemical and ultrasonic repellents

¢ Avoid use of silicone, polyurethane or similar non-water-based caulk products.

¢ Avoid use of expandable foam products at occupied sites

¢ Avoid the use of flexible netting attached with duct tape.

¢ In order to avoid entombing bats, exclusion activities should be only implemented by a
qualified individual. A qualified individual or company should possess at least the
following minimum qualifications:

o Experience in bat exclusion (the individual, not just the company).

o Proof of rabies pre-exposure vaccinations.

o Demonstrated knowledge of the relevant bat species, including maternity season
date range and habitat requirements.

o Demonstrated knowledge of rabies and histoplasmosis in relation to bat roosts.

o Contact TPWD for additional resources and information to assist in executing successful
bat exclusions that will avoid unnecessary harm or death in bats.

TxDOT Response: TxDOT will implement these additional Bat BMPs, but may use expandable
foam products in areas where bat have been completely excluded. TxDOT will prevent bats from
coming into contact with the expandable foam products after application.



6. Please contact our Kast and Spills Team (KAST) to coordinate with them If any dewatering is
needed for the project. TPWD KAST Region 1 contact information for Travis and Williamson
counties can be found at the weblink:

https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/environconcerns/kills_and_spills/regions/kas_r1.ph
tml

TxDOT Response: TxDOT will implement this BMP.

7. TPWD recommends surveying for rare plant species that have been identified as having
potential habitat within the project area during their respective flowering periods (usually the
most advantageous time to observe many rare plant species). If SCGN plants are found within
the project area, but outside the project footprint, please protect them with temporary
barrier fencing and alert contractors to avoid disturbing the plants. If SCGN plants are found
with the project footprint, please contact us at WHAB_TXDOT@tpwd.texas.gov to discuss
options to seed bank or otherwise conserve populations prior to construction. Please submit
records to the TXNDD for any SCGN plants found and copy our email address.

TxDOT Response: TxDOT will make an effort to look for these rare plant species as we continue
fieldwork for this project. We will submit any new records to TxNDD.

8. There is a NDD record for vertisol blackland prairire within the project area (EOID 11974). The
Tier | form does not indicate whether the vertisol blackland prairie was observed in the field
or would be impacted by the project. We recommend avoiding impacts to these rare plant
communities where practicable. We encourage the district to keep in mind measures to alert
and discourage contractors from causing any unintentional impacts to these sensitive areas,
including placing staging areas, stock piles, and other project related sites outside of these
areas.

TxDOT Response: Based on current aerial photography it appears that this site has been
developed starting in late 2012 as a residential apartment complex and a commercial business
and is no longer an area of remnant native vegetation.

From: Suzanne Walsh

Sent: Friday, April 9, 2021 9:10 AM

To: Sonya Hernandez <Sonya.Hernandez@txdot.gov>

Cc: Andrew Blair <Andrew.Blair@txdot.gov>; Dennis Palafox <Dennis.Palafox@txdot.gov>; Andrew
Cooper-C <ACOOPE-C@txdot.gov>; Tracy White <Tracy.White@txdot.gov>; Tricia Bruck-Hoyt-C
<IBRUCK-C@txdot.gov>

Subject: RE: M35 CapEx-N 0015-10-062 Tier | Site Assessment Ready for TPWD’s Review

Sonya,

Thanks for the email. | am finalizing my review for this project and should get back to you on
Monday. | appreciate your patience.

Thanks,
Suzanne



From: Sonya Hernandez <Sonya.Hernandez@txdot.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 9:02 AM

To: Suzanne Walsh <Suzanne.Walsh@tpwd.texas.gov>

Cc: Andrew Blair <Andrew.Blair@txdot.gov>; Dennis Palafox <Dennis.Palafox@txdot.gov>; Andrew
Cooper-C <ACOOPE-C@txdot.gov>; Tracy White <Tracy.White@txdot.gov>; Tricia Bruck-Hoyt-C
<TBRUCK-C@txdot.gov>

Subject: RE: M35 CapEx-N 0015-10-062 Tier | Site Assessment Ready for TPWD’s Review

ALERT: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links

in unknown or unexpected emails.

Good morning Suzanne,
I’m writing to check in on the status of your review of this project as well. It looks like we sent this
over at the beginning of February and the public hearing for this project is also approaching.

Our draft EA has been approved for circulation to the public and we will be proceeding with a virtual
public hearing with an in-person option for this project that will begin on Monday, May 10, 2021, at
9 a.m. and will continue through Thursday, June 10, 2021. Please see the attached Notice of
Availability for the environmental documents and the public hearing materials. The documents and
materials will be available for review when the public hearing goes live.

Please let us know if you have any questions or comments in regard to the early coordination or in
relation to the hearing.

Thanks,

Sonya

From: Tricia Bruck-Hoyt-C

Sent: Sunday, February 28, 2021 2:47 PM

To: Suzanne Walsh <Suzanne.Walsh@tpwd.texas.gov>

Cc: Andrew Blair <Andrew.Blair@txdot.gov>; Sonya Hernandez <Sonya.Hernandez@txdot.gov>;
Dennis Palafox <Dennis.Palafox@txdot.gov>; Andrew Cooper-C <ACOOPE-C@txdot.gov>; Tracy
White <Tracy.White@txdot.gov>

Subject: RE: M35 CapEx-N 0015-10-062 Tier | Site Assessment Ready for TPWD’s Review

Hi Suzanne — We have uploaded the latest version of the project layout under “Other Project-
Related Information” in ECOS, please let us know if you have any trouble accessing this file.

The consultant team supporting this project did conduct field work as part of the information used
to complete the Species Impact Table and the Tier 1 Site Assessment.



Thanks,
I Texas Department of Transportation

Tricia Bruck-Hoyt, AICP, PMP | Mobility35 GEC Environmental Lead

Austin District

7901 N. IH 35, Austin, TX 78753

Phone: (512) 832-7256 office (512) 739-9450 cell | Email: tbruck-c@txdot.gov

From: Suzanne Walsh [mailto:Suzanne.Walsh@tpwd.texas.gov]
Sent: Friday, February 26, 2021 5:41 PM

To: Tricia Bruck-Hoyt-C <TBRUCK-C@txdot.gov>

Cc: Andrew Blair <Andrew.Blair@txdot.gov>; Sonya Hernandez <Sonya.Hernandez@txdot.gov>;

Dennis Palafox <Dennis.Palafox@txdot.gov>; Andrew Cooper-C <ACOOPE-C@txdot.gov>; Tracy
White <Tracy.White@txdot.gov>

Subject: RE: M35 CapEx-N 0015-10-062 Tier | Site Assessment Ready for TPWD’s Review

This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Tricia,

Thank you for your patience. Did TxDOT survey for SGCN plants? Do you have a schematic available
to review?

Thanks,
Suzanne

Suzanne Walsh
Transportation Conservation Coordinator
(512) 389-4579

From: WHAB_TxDOT <WHAB_TxDOT@tpwd.texas.gov>

Sent: Thursday, February 4, 2021 4:58 PM

To: Tricia Bruck-Hoyt-C <TBRUCK-C@txdot.gov>; WHAB_TxDOT <WHAB_TxDOT@tpwd.texas.gov>;
Andrew Blair <Andrew.Blair@txdot.gov>; Sonya Hernandez <Sonya.Hernandez@txdot.gov>; Dennis
Palafox <Dennis.Palafox@txdot.gov>; Andrew Cooper-C <ACOOPE-C@txdot.gov>; Tracy White
<Tracy.White@txdot.gov>

Cc: Suzanne Walsh <Suzanne.Walsh@tpwd.texas.gov>

Subject: RE: M35 CapEx-N 0015-10-062 Tier | Site Assessment Ready for TPWD’s Review

The TPWD Wildlife Habitat Assessment Program has received your request and has



assigned it project ID # 45975. The Habitat Assessment Biologist who will complete
your project review is copied on this email.

Thank you,

John Ney

Administrative Assistant

Texas Parks & Wildlife Department

Wildlife Diversity Program — Habitat Assessment Program
4200 Smith School Road

Austin, TX 78744

Office: (512) 389-4571

From: Tricia Bruck-Hoyt-C <TBRUCK-C@txdot.gov>

Sent: Thursday, February 4, 2021 4:11 PM

To: WHAB_TxDOT <WHAB_TxDOT@tpwd.texas.gov>

Cc: Andrew Blair <Andrew.Blair@txdot.gov>; Sonya Hernandez <Sonya.Hernandez@txdot.gov>;
Dennis Palafox <Dennis.Palafox@txdot.gov>; Andrew Cooper-C <ACOOPE-C@txdot.gov>; Tracy
White <Tracy.White@txdot.gov>

Subject: M35 CapEx-N 0015-10-062 Tier | Site Assessment Ready for TPWD’s Review

ALERT: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links

in unknown or unexpected emails.

Good afternoon,

We wanted to let you know that the Tier | Site Assessment has been uploaded to ECOS and is ready
for TPWD’s review.

Project: 1-35 from US290E to SH45 North (Travis and Williamson County)
CSJ: 0015-10-062
Expected Environmental Clearance Date: Summer 2021

Please let us know if you need any additional information.

Thanks,
I Texas Department of Transportation

Tricia Bruck-Hoyt, AICP, PMP | Mobility35 GEC Environmental Lead
Austin District



7901 N. IH 35, Austin, TX 78753
Phone: (512) 832-7256 office (512) 739-9450 cell | Email: tbruck-c@txdot.gov

=

=



®
Form
e Documentation of Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Best
parment Management Practices

of Transportation

Project Name: I-35 Capital Express North Project
CSJ(s): 0015-10-062 and 0015-13-389
County(ies): Travis, Williamson

Date Form Completed: 11/16/21

Prepared by: Darren Dodson (CP&Y)

Information on state-listed species, SGCN, water resources, and other natural resources can be found
in the ECOS documents tab under the filenames specified in the e-mail sent to
WHAB_TXDOT@tpwd.texas.gov.

1. Does the projectimpact any state parks, wildlife management areas, wildlife refuges, or other
designated protected areas?

[ No

Yes

2. Does TxDOT need TPWD assistance in identifying and locating Section 404 mitigation opportunities
for this project?

No / N/A / Not yet determined

L] Yes

3. Is there a species or resource challenge that TPWD can assist with additional guidance? If so,
describe below:

N/A

4. Select all the best management practices (BMPs) that will be applied to the project:

Amphibian BMPs

[] Aquatic Reptile BMPs

Bat BMPs



* .

&= Form: Documentation of Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Best Management Practices

Bird BMPs

Fish BMPs

[] Fossorial Mammal BMPs
] Mussel BMPs

[] Terrestrial Reptile BMPs
Vegetation BMPs

Water Quality BMPs
Other

Contractors will be advised of the potential occurrence of eastern spotted skunk in the
project area, to avoid harming the species if encountered, and to avoid unnecessary impacts to
dens. Further, contractors will be advised of the potential occurrence of tree dodder and Correll’'s
false dragonhead in the project area, and to avoid harming the species if encountered. TxDOT will
make an effort to look for these rare plant species as we continue fieldwork for this project. We

will submit any new records to TxNDD.

5. Select any species protection specifications that will be applied to the project.

L] Amphibian and Reptile Exclusion Fence
Bat Houses
Bat Exclusion System

[] Other

6. Select and/or explain where the above-listed BMPs will be documented and communicated to the
contractor (e.g., plan sheets, general notes, EPIC sheet, etc.):

Environmental Document (EA or EIS) — Required

[] ECOS Non-ESA Commitments Activity — Required for surveys and other pre-construction
actions

Plan Sheets/ EPIC Sheet

General notes



* .

&= Form: Documentation of Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Best Management Practices

[] Other



From: Sonya Hernandez

To: ashby.johnson@campotexas.org; ryan.collins@campotexas.orq; Justin Kockritz; bill. martin@thc.texas.gov;
Suzanne Walsh (Suzanne.Walsh@tpwd.texas.gov); Soliz. Ricardo; Stewart, Justin; Montes, Gregory; Scott
Randy; Grantham, Scott

Cc: Lindsey Kimmitt; Tricia Bruck-Hoyt-C; Angela McMurray-C

Subject: Notice of Draft Environmental Assessment and Public Hearing - M35 CapEx North (CSJ 0015-10-062)
Date: Tuesday, May 11, 2021 7:44:43 AM

Attachments: EINAL_CapEx-N_DraftEA_NOA_2021-03-25_Enqlish.pdf

Good morning,

The Texas Department of Transportation is proposing improvements to 1-35 from SH 45N in
Williamson County to US 290 East in Travis County, Texas. The Capital Express North project
proposes to add one non-tolled high-occupancy vehicle managed lane in each direction along I-35
within the project limits. This email is a reminder that the Draft EA for the proposed project has been

approved for circulation to the public and the virtual public hearing began yesterday, May 10, 2021
at 9 a.m. and will be available through Thursday, June 10, 2021.

[-35 Capital Express North Project | Virtual Public Hearing (mobility350penhouse.com)

Please see the attached Notice of Availability for the environmental documents and the public
hearing materials. You are receiving this notice as an agency with which TxDOT has conducted
coordination on the project. Let us know if you have any questions.

Thanks,

Sonya

Sonya Y. Hernandez, P.G.
Environmental Program Manager
Austin District

Texas Department of Transportation

Sonya.Hernandez@txdot.gov
Office: 512-832-7096



From: Sonya Hernandez

To: ashby.johnson@campotexas.org

Cc: ryan.collins@campotexas.org; Lindsey Kimmitt; Tricia Bruck-Hoyt-C; Angela McMurray-C

Subject: Notice of Draft Environmental Assessment and Public Hearing - M35 CapEx North (CSJ 0015-10-062)
Date: Wednesday, April 14, 2021 10:18:37 AM

Attachments: EINAL_CapEx-N_DraftEA_NOA_2021-03-25_Enqlish.pdf

Good morning,

The Texas Department of Transportation is proposing improvements to 1-35 from SH 45N in
Williamson County to US 290 East in Travis County, Texas. The Capital Express North project
proposes to add one non-tolled high-occupancy vehicle managed lane in each direction along I-35
within the project limits. The Draft EA for the proposed project has been approved for circulation to
the public and TxDOT will be proceeding with a virtual public hearing (with an in-person option) for
this project that will begin on Monday, May 10, 2021 at 9 a.m. and will be available through
Thursday, June 10, 2021.

Please see the attached Notice of Availability for the environmental documents and the public
hearing materials. The documents and materials will be available for review on the date the public
hearing goes live. Let us know if you have any questions.

Thanks,

Sonya

Sonya Y. Hernandez, P.G.
Environmental Program Manager
Austin District

Texas Department of Transportation

Sonya.Hernandez@txdot.gov
Office: 512-832-7096



From: Sonya Hernandez

To: Justin Kockritz; bill. martin@thc.texas.gov

Cc: Rebekah Dobrasko; Tricia Bruck-Hoyt-C; Angela McMurray-C

Subject: Notice of Draft Environmental Assessment and Public Hearing - M35 CapEx North (CSJ 0015-10-062)
Date: Wednesday, April 14, 2021 10:19:39 AM

Attachments: EINAL_CapEx-N_DraftEA_NOA_2021-03-25_Enqlish.pdf

Good morning,

The Texas Department of Transportation is proposing improvements to 1-35 from SH 45N in
Williamson County to US 290 East in Travis County, Texas. The Capital Express North project
proposes to add one non-tolled high-occupancy vehicle managed lane in each direction along I-35
within the project limits. The Draft EA for the proposed project has been approved for circulation to
the public and TxDOT will be proceeding with a virtual public hearing (with an in-person option) for
this project that will begin on Monday, May 10, 2021 at 9 a.m. and will be available through
Thursday, June 10, 2021.

Please see the attached Notice of Availability for the environmental documents and the public
hearing materials. You are receiving this notice as an agency with which TxDOT has conducted
coordination on the project. The documents and materials will be available for review on the date
the public hearing goes live. Let us know if you have any questions.

Thanks,

Sonya

Sonya Y. Hernandez, P.G.
Environmental Program Manager
Austin District

Texas Department of Transportation

Sonya.Hernandez@txdot.gov
Office: 512-832-7096



Tricia Bruck-Hoyt-C

From: Laura Cruzada
Sent: Wednesday, March 31, 2021 11:24 AM
To: mattocknie@kiowatribe.org; holly@mathpo.org; dhill@caddo.xyz; caddochair.cn@gmail.com;

Ibrown@tonkawatribe.com; mallen@tonkawatribe.com; Celestine.bryant@actribe.org;

alec.tobine@actribe.org; epa4apachetribeok@gmail.com; martina.minthorn@comanchenation.com;

theodorev@comanchenation.com; tonya@shawnee-tribe.com; marshall.e@sno-nsn.gov;

jacey.lamar@wichitatribe.com; Mary.botone@wichitatribe.com; ethompson@delawarenation-nsn.gov
Cc: Sonya Hernandez

Subject: Notice of Draft Environmental Assessment - CSJs: 0015-10-062, 0015-13-389 Travis and Williamson
Counties, Texas
Attachments: CapEx-N_DraftEA_NOA_2021-03-25.pdf

Good morning,
Please find below and attached information about the above referenced project, sent to you on behalf of the TxDOT
Austin District.

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is proposing improvements to 1-35 from SH 45N in Williamson County to US 290
East in Travis County, Texas. This notice advises the public that a draft environmental assessment (EA) is available for public review
and that TxDOT will be conducting an online virtual public hearing on the proposed project with an in-person option. The virtual
hearing will begin on Monday, May 10, 2021, at 9 a.m. To log onto the virtual public hearing, go to the following web address
starting at the date and time indicated above: my35capex.com.

If you have any general questions or concerns regarding the proposed project or virtual hearing or in-person option, please contact
Michelle Cooper at (512) 832-7138 or Michelle.Cooper@txdot.gov.

Laura Cruzada

Public Involvement Speciaist and Tribal Liaison
Environmental Affairs Division
laura.cruzada@txdot.gov

TxDOT office: 512-416-2638

TxDOT mobile: 737-212-3795




From: Lindsey Kimmitt

To: "NEPA@tceq.texas.gov"

Cc: Sonya Hernandez; Tricia Bruck-Hoyt-C; Angela McMurray-C
Subject: Draft environmental assessment for a highway project
Date: Monday, May 10, 2021 4:34:41 PM

Attachments: EINAL_CapEx-North_DraftEA_NOA.pdf

Attached please find a Notice of Availability of a DRAFT environmental assessment for a highway
project. The draft environmental assessment can be found here:
https://capexnorth.mobility350penhouse.com/environmental-overview/.

Sincerely,

Lindsey Kimmitt
512-416-2547
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Texas
Department
of Transportation

Notice
Draft Environmental Assessment and Virtual Public Hearing with In-Person Option

I-35 CAPITAL EXPRESS NORTH
From SH 45N to US 290E
CSJs: 0015-10-062, 0015-13-389
Travis and Williamson Counties, Texas

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is proposing improvements to I-35 from SH 45N in
Williamson County to US 290 Eastin Travis County, Texas. This notice advises the public that a draft
environmental assessment (EA) is available for public review and that TxDOT will be conducting an
online virtual public hearing on the proposed project with an in-person option. The virtual hearing will
begin on Monday, May 10, 2021, at 9 a.m. To log onto the virtual public hearing, go to the following
web address starting at the date and time indicated above: my35capex.com. The virtual hearing will
consist of a pre-recorded video presentation and will include both audio and visual components. Please
note that the presentation will not be available on the website until the time and date listed above. The
presentation will remain available for viewing at the web address indicated abowve until Thursday, June
10, 2021 at 11:59 p.m. Ifyou do not hawe internet access, you may call (512) 766-3472 between the
hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, to ask questions and access project materials during
the project development process.

Additionally, TxDOT is providing an option for individuals who would like to participatein person instead
of online. In-person attendees will be able to view the same video presentation delivered in the online
public hearing, review hard copies of project materials, ask socially-distanced questions of TxDOT staff
and/or consultants, and leave written comments. The in-person option will be held on Monday, May
10, 2021 from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the TxDOT Austin District Office, 7901 N. I-35, Austin, Texas
78753. Attendance at the in-person option will be by appointment only. Individuals wishing to attend in-
person must call (512) 522-6949 between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, to
make an appointment. In recognition of COVID-19, enhanced safety measures will be applied at the in-
person option, including a requirement to have an appointment and follow social distancing practices. If
anyone arrives without an appointment they may be asked to wait outside to ensure we maintain
appropriate occupancy within the hearing room.

For both the virtual public hearing and in-person option, members of the public may call (512) 721-2832
to provide verbal testimony on May 10, 2021 through 11:59 p.m. on June 10, 2021. Formal written
comments may also be provided by mail or email as explained below. All verbal testimony and timely
written comments will be considered by TxDOT and included as part of the official record. Responses to
verbal testimony and comments will be prepared by TxDOT, included as part of the hearing and project
record, and made available online at my35capex.com.

I-35 within the proposed project limits is a controlled access interstate highway within an approximately
300-foot wide right-of-way. The proposed improvements would add one, 12-foot wide non-tolled high-
occupancy vehicle managed lane in each direction, reconstruct bridges, construct a diverging diamond
intersection (DDI) at Wells Branch Parkway, make additional safety and mobility improvements, and add
bicycle and pedestrian paths. The proposed right-of-way would typically be 300 to 320 feet wide. The
project length is approximately 11.5 miles.



The proposed project would, subject to final design considerations, require additional right-of-way and
potentially displace five non-residential structures. Relocation assistance is available for displaced
persons and businesses. Information about the TXDOT Relocation Assistance Program and senices and
benefits for those displaced and other affected property owners, as well as information about the tentative
schedule for right-of-way acquisition and construction, can be obtained from the TxDOT district office by
calling (512) 832-7000.

The proposed project is anticipated toimpact the following property protected under Section 4(f) of the
Department of Transportation Act of 1966: City of Austin’s Upper Little Walnut Creek Greenbelt located
along I-35 south of Rundberg Lane. The proposed project would require the acquisition of approximately
0.6 acre from Upper Little Walnut Creek Greenbelt. TXDOT anticipates making a de minimis
determination for this use under Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966. Public
comment on the effects of the proposed project on the activities, features, or attributes of the Upper Little
Walnut Creek may be submitted as described below. This park is a designated public property subject to
Chapter 26 of the Parks and Wildlife Code.

The proposed project would involve an action in a floodplain.
At least part of the proposed project would occur within the Edwards Aquifer transition zone.

The draft EA, any maps and drawings showing the project location and design, tentative construction
schedules, and other information regarding the proposed project are on file and available for inspection
Monday through Friday between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. atthe TxDOT Austin District Office,
7901 N. I-35, Austin, Texas 78753. Project materials are also available online at my35capex.com. These
materials will also be available in hard copy form for review at the in-person option.

The \virtual public hearing and in-person option will be conducted in English. If you need an interpreter or
document translator because English is not your primary language or you have difficulty communicating
effectively in English, one will be provided to you. If you have a disability and need assistance, special
arrangements can be made to accommodate most needs. If you need interpretation or translation
senices or you are a person with a disability who requires an accommodation to attend and participate in
the virtual public hearing or in-person option, please contact Nic Barbera at (512) 766-3472 no later than
4 p.m. CT, Wednesday, May 5, 2021. Please be aware that advance notice is required as some senices
and accommodations may require time for TxDOT to arrange.

Written comments from the public regarding the proposed project are requested and may be submitted by
mail to: Michelle Cooper P.E., 1608 W. 6" Street, Austin, TX78703. Written comments may also be
submitted by email to CapExNorth@txdot.gov. All written comments must be received on or before
Thursday, June 10, 2021. Additionally, as stated above, members of the public may call (512) 721-2832
and verbally provide testimony from 9 a.m. on May 10, 2021 to 11:59 p.m. on June 10, 2021. Responses
to written comments received and public testimony provided will be available online at my35capex.com
once they have been prepared.

If you have any general questions or concerns regarding the proposed project or virtual hearing or in-
person option, please contact Michelle Cooper at (512) 832-7138 or Michelle.Cooper@txdot.gov.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental
laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by TXDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a
Memorandum of Understanding dated December 9, 2019, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.



Jon Niermann, Chairman
Emily Lindley, Commissioner
Bobby Janecka, Commissioner

Toby Baker, Executive Director

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution

Re: Response to Request for TCEQ Environmental Review

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) received a request from the Texas
Department of Transportation (TxDOT) regarding the following project:

[-35 CAPITAL EXPRESS NORTH - FROM SH 45N TO US 290E (CSJs: 0015-10-062, 0015-13-389:)

In accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding between TxDOT and TCEQ addressing
environmental reviews, which is codified in Chapter 43, Subchapter | of the Texas
Administrative Code (TAC) and 30 TAC § 7.119, TCEQ is responding to your request for review
by providing the below comments.

This project is in an area of Texas designated by the United States Environmental Protection
Agency as unclassifiable or in attainment of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for all
six criteria air pollutants. Air Quality staff has reviewed the document in accordance with
transportation and general conformity regulations codified in 40 Code of Federal Regulations
Part 93 Subparts A and B. We concur with TxDOT’s assessment.

We are in support of the project. The environmental assessment addresses issues related to
surface and groundwater quality.

TxDOT will still need to follow all other applicable laws related to this project, including
applying for applicable permits.

If you have any questions, please contact the agency NEPA coordinator at (512) 239-0010 or
NEPA@tceq.texas.gov.

P.O. Box 13087 ¢ Austin, Texas 78711-3087 ¢ 512-239-0010 e tceq.texas.gov

How is our customer service? tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey

printed on recycled paper
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*' Checklist for Section 4(f) De Minimis for Public Parks, Recreation Lands,
== Wildlife & Waterfowl Refuges, and Historic Properties

Main CSJ: 0015-10-062

Select applicable Districts from this list. To select multiple Districts hold "Ctrl" when you click.
When you are finished making your selection, press the "Tab" key.

Abilene
Amarillo
Atlanta
Austin
Beaumont
Brownwood
Bryan

County(ies): Travis, Williamson
Property ID: 426172

Property Name: Upper Little Walnut Creek Greenbelt

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project
are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated
December 9, 2019, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

The following checklist was developed as a tool to assist in streamlining the Section 4(f) De Minimis process and to ensure that
all necessary information is documented in the File of Record (ECOS).

What Type of Property is Being Evaluated?

X] A park, recreation land, or wildlife/waterfowl refuge

[ ] Ahistoric property

Section 4(f) Defining Criteria for Parks, Recreation, and Refuge Properties

1. Yes Is the property publicly owned?

2. Yes Is the property open to the public (except in certain cases for refuges)?
3. Yes Is the property's major purpose for park, recreation, or refuge activities?
4. Yes Is the property significant?

Defining the Property’s Significance

Note: Significance is presumed in the absence of a determination with the official with jurisdiction.

1. Yes Does the property play an important role in meeting the park, recreation, or refuge objectives for the
official with jurisdiction?

2. Yes Is the property's major purpose for park, recreation, or refuge activities?
Standard Version 6
TxDOT Environmental Affairs Division 817.03.CHK

Effective Date: January 2020 Page 1 of 3



' Checklist for Section 4(f) De Minimis for Public Parks, Recreation Lands, Wildlife & Waterfowl Refuges,
&= andHistoric Properties

Establishing Section 4(f) Use of the Property

1. Yes Does the project require a use (i.e., new right of way, new easement(s), etc.)?

Establishing Section 4(f) De Minimis Eligibility

1. Yes Was it determined that the project will not adversely affect the activities, features, or attributes that make
the property eligible for Section 4(f) protection?

2. Yes Was a public notice and an opportunity for public review and comment provided?
(This requirement can be satisfied in conjunction with other public involvement procedures, such as those for
NEPA process)

3. Yes Did the Official with Jurisdiction concur that the property was significant and that the proposed project

meets ALL conditions of items above?

Section 4(f) Use:

The proposed project would acquire approximately 0.66 acre of right-of-way (ROW) from the Upper Little Walnut Creek
Greenbelt. This includes 0.54 acre from the existing parkland parcel (TCAD Parcel ID 426172) on the west side of I-35
(approximately 5.27 total acres), 0.07 acre from the potential parkland parcel (TCAD Parcel ID 238710) on the east side of
I-35 (approximately 0.55 total acres, see attached exhibit), and 0.05 acres from a proposed City of Austin public access
easement (TCAD Parcel ID 239725) on the east side of I-35. As of the date of this letter, only the property on the west side of
I-35 (Property ID 426172) is owned by the City of Austin. The City disclosed imminent plans to acquire the additional ROW
and easement on the east side of |-35 at the Upper Little Walnut Creek Greenbelt; therefore, the amount of ROW TxDOT
required from these parcels has been included in the 0.66 acre estimate.

The ROW would be needed to accommodate the addition of a southbound bypass lane ramp/extended direct connector
and northbound bypass lane over Rundberg Lane. These improvements were determined to be necessary based on traffic
modeling to improve roadway operations.

To mitigate the proposed actions, TxDOT will fund a bicycle/pedestrian crossing by utilizing a 10" by 12’ box culvert near
the Upper Little Walnut Creek Greenbelt that converts to a bridge structure at the proposed I-35 northbound frontage road.
The crossing would be ADA accessible and would include lighting and electrical systems for safety. Drainage trunk lines
and laterals would not outfall into this culvert. The crossing would connect to the frontage road SUPs, which would be built
outside TxDOT ROW on City of Austin park property.

The City of Austin will fund the connection to the frontage roads SUPs built outside of TXDOT ROW. Once construction is
completed, the City of Austin will maintain the SUPs, lights, and electrical systems serving the crossing.

Survey determined that the Upper Little Walnut Creek Greenbelt on which the use will take place has significance under
the requirements of 23 CFR 774.3(b). In order to qualify for a Section 4(f) de minimis, it was established that the project
activities will not adversely affect the activities, features, or attributes that make the property eligible for Section 4(f)
protection. The function of Upper Little Walnut Creek Greenbelt (existing parcel and potential parkland parcel and
easement) will not be impaired and its function will not cease. Nor will the project impair the function of the properties as a
whole. Therefore, these minor changes would have no adverse effect. The properties would still possess their significance
after the project is complete.

Standard Version 6
TxDOT Environmental Affairs Division 817.03.CHK
Effective Date: January 2020 Page 2 of 3



' Checklist for Section 4(f) De Minimis for Public Parks, Recreation Lands, Wildlife & Waterfowl Refuges,
&= andHistoric Properties

Documentation

The following MUST be attached to this checklist to ensure proper documentation of the Section 4(f) De Minimis:

A detailed map of the Section 4(f) Property including current and proposed ROW; property
boundaries; access points for pedestrians and vehicles and existing and planned facilities.

Street level photograph of the property
Concurrence letter from Official with Jurisdiction

Copy of WPD | Screen from ECOS.

Standard Version 6
TxDOT Environmental Affairs Division 817.03.CHK
Effective Date: January 2020 Page 3 of 3



Upper Little Walnut Creek Greenbelt Impacts Map
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Upper Little Walnut Creek Site Photos



Upper Little Walnut Creek Greenbelt Section 4(f)
Capital Express North

Photograph 2. View looking north at the area of the existing easement along Little Walnut Creek.

CSJs:0015-10-062, 0015-13-389 Page 1



Upper Little Walnut Creek Greenbelt Section 4(f)
Capital Express North

Photograph 3. View west from Hermitage Drive at I-35 and potential parkland parcel.

CSJs:0015-10-062, 0015-13-389 Page 2
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* ®

I Texas Department of Transportation

125 EAST 11TH STREET, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701-2483 | 512.463.8588 | WWW.TXDOT.GOV

August 5, 2021

District: Austin

County: Travis and Williamson

CSJ#: 0015-10-062 & 0015-13-389

Highway: I-35

Project Limits: from SH 45N to US 290E

Section 4(f) Property: Upper Little Walnut Creek Greenbelt

SUBJECT: NOTIFICATION OF INTENT TO PURSUE DE MINIMIS TO SECTION 4(f)
(23 CFR 774.3(b))

Kimberly McNeeley

Director, Austin Parks and Recreation Department
200 S Lamar. Blvd.

Austin, TX 78704

Dear Ms. McNeeley:

In accordance with 23 CFR 774.3(b), we are seeking concurrence for the above referenced
project, which will be carried out with Federal funds. This letter requests review and consultation
concerning the determinations of significance and findings of no adverse effects within the
project’s area of potential effects (APE). TXDOT also intends to pursue a Section 4(f)

de minimis.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal
environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by TxDOT pursuantto
23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 9, 2019, and executed

by FHWA and TxDOT.

Introduction

The Texas Department of Transportation (TXDOT) proposes to add one non-tolled managed
lane in each direction along I-35 from SH 45 North to US 290 East. The project would also
reconstruct bridges, add a diverging diamond intersection at Wells Branch Parkway, add
pedestrian and bicycle paths, and make additional safety and mobility improvements within the
project limits. The project length is approximately 11.5 miles.

The proposed project would acquire approximately 0.66 acre of right-of-way (ROW) from the
Upper Little Walnut Creek Greenbelt. This includes 0.54 acre from the existing parkland parcel
(TCAD Parcel ID 426172) on the west side of I-35 (approximately 5.27 total acres), 0.07 acre
from the potential parkland parcel (TCAD Parcel ID 238710) on the eastside of I-35

OUR VALUES: People = Accountability = Trust = Honesty
OUR MISSION: Connecting You With Texas

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Ms. Kimberly McNeeley 2 August 5, 2021

(approximately 0.55 total acres, see attached exhibit), and 0.05 acres from a proposed City of
Austin public access easement (TCAD Parcel ID 239725) on the east side of I-35. As of the
date of this letter, only the property on the west side of I-35 (Property ID 426172) is owned by
the City of Austin. The City disclosed imminent plans to acquire the additional ROW and
easement on the east side of I-35 at the Upper Little Walnut Creek Greenbelt; therefore, the
amount of ROW TxDOT required from these parcels has beenincludedin the 0.66 acre
estimate. Please refer to the attached exhibit showing the existing and potential parkland and
easements referenced in this letter.

The ROW would be needed to accommodate the addition of a southbound bypass lane
ramp/extended direct connector and northbound bypass lane over Rundberg Lane. These
improvements were determined to be necessary based on traffic modeling to improve roadway
operations.

To mitigate the proposed actions, TXDOT will fund a bicycle/pedestrian crossing by utilizing a
10’ by 12’ box culvert near the Upper Little Walnut Creek Greenbelt that convertsto a bridge
structure at the proposed I-35 northbound frontage road. The crossing would be ADA accessible
and would include lighting and electrical systems for safety. Drainage trunk lines and laterals
would not outfall into this culvert. The crossingwould connect to the frontage road SUPs, which
would be built outside TXDOT ROW on City of Austin park property.

The City of Austin will fund the connection to the frontage roads SUPs built outside of TxDOT
ROW. Once construction is completed, the City of Austin will maintain the SUPs, lights, and
electrical systems serving the crossing.

Determination of No Adverse Effects and Certification of Section 4(f) De Minimis

Survey determined that the Upper Little Walnut Creek Greenbelt on which the use will take
place has significance under the requirements of 23 CFR 774.3(b). In order to qualify for a
Section 4(f) de minimis, it was established that the project activities will not adversely affect the
activities, features, or attributes that make the property eligible for Section 4(f) protection.

The function of Upper Little Walnut Creek Greenbelt (existing parcel and potential parkland
parcel and easement) will not be impaired and its function will not cease. Nor will the project
impair the function of the properties as a whole. Therefore, these minor changes would have no
adverse effect. The properties would still possess their significance after the project is complete.

If you feel that TXDOT has met the above requirements and have no additional comments about
the project, then please endorse this letter and return it to us by August 19, 2021. This
endorsement will signify your concurrence that there is no adverse effect to the above
properties. Additional information about Section 4(f) requirements can be found at the following
or you may request additional information from TxDOT:

http://environment.fhwa.dot.gov/(S(1vyep545s3wmhuubnvexkmm?2))/4f/index.asp

OUR VALUES: People = Accountability « Trust = Honesty
OUR MISSION: Connecting You With Texas

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Ms. Kimberly McNeeley 3 August 5, 2021

Conclusion

In accordance with 23 CFR 774.3(b), I hereby request your signed concurrence with the finding
of no adverse effects. Furthermore, TXDOT determined that the proposed project activities meet
the requirements of a de minimis finding under Section 4(f).

Thank you for your assistance with the federal review process. If you need furtherinformation,
please callme at (512) 649-6478.

Sincerely,

Dl il

Sonya Y. Hernandez, P.G.
Environmental Program Manager
TxDOT Austin District

CONCUR: NO ADVERSE EFFECT
DETERMINATION OF DE MINIMIS IMPACT UNDER SECTION 4(f) GUIDELINES

Digitally signed by Kimberly McNeeley

naMe: Kimberly McNeeley paenris 11040 0500 DATE:
Kimberly McNeeley, Director, Austin PARD

OUR VALUES: People = Accountability « Trust = Honesty
OUR MISSION: Connecting You With Texas

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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=] Back To List

e WPD Section | - Project Definition
o WPD Section |l - Tool
L]
L]

WPD Section Il - Project Work Plan
WPD Section IV - Findings

= Archived WPD | | Print this Page

Project Definition

Project -
Name: |Cap|ta| Express North
) Anticipated Environmental Classification:
CSx . . [EA M
No Vv Isthis an FHWA project that normally requires an EIS per 23 CFR 771.115(a)?

& Project Association(s)

| Auto Associate CSJ from DCIS

Manually Associate CSJ:

Add
B DCIS R DCIS Main or Doc h
CsJ DCIS Funding Number Env Classification Classification Associate Tracked In Actions
o_
CSJ.00151006& State,Local ?é? Z! 15 EA ROW Associate Main ﬁ]
o_
CS2.001513406 State, L ocal ?9 X:l)el“ EA ROW Associate Main ]
CSJ:001513389 Federal,State NH () EA WF Associate Main il
= pais Project Funding and Location
Funding
DCIS Funding Type:
v| Federa V| State Local Private
Location
DCIS Project Number: [N () Highway: [IH 35
District: v County: v
Project Limit -- From: [sH 45N |
Project Limit -- To: [Fm 1825 |
Begin Latitude: +[30  |.[4347088 | Begin Longitude: -lo7 | .[e695704 |
End Latitude: +[30  |.[4793984 | End Longitude: -lo7  |.[6736546 |
=] beis& P Letting Dates
DCIS District: DCIS Approved: |:| DCIS Actud: |:|
P6 Ready To Let: = P6 Proposed Letting: =
= pais Project Description
Type of Work:
Layman's Description:
‘W DEN ROAD - ADD LANES ‘
DCIS Project Classification: v
Design Standard: v
Roadway Functional Classification: v

https://www.dot.state.tx.us’ECOS/apps/ecos/project_definition.jsp?proj id=8836077&sco...  8/24/2021



Page 2 of 4

& Jurisdiction
v Does the project cross a state boundary, or require anew Presidential Permit or modification of an existing Presidential Permit?

Who is the lead agency responsible for the approval of the entire project?
FHWA - Assigned to TXDOT [] TxDOT - No Federal Funding [] FHWA - Not Assigned to TxDOT

Who is the project sponsor as defined by 43 TAC 2.7?

Isalocal government's or a private developer's own staff or consultant preparing the CE documentation, EA or EIS?
Does the project require any federal permit, license, or approval?
USACE [ IBWC [] USCG [] NPS [ IAJR [ Other| |

No VvV Does the project occur, in part or in total, on federal or tribal lands?

<||Z
8 o
II

=] Environmental Clearance Project Description

Project Area
Typical Depth of Impacts: (Feet) Maximum Depth of Impacts: (Feet)
New ROW Required: [17 | (Acres)
New Perm. Easement Required: [0.2 | (Acres) New Temp. Easement Required: [3.3 | (Acres)

Project Description

Describe Limits of All Activities:  [Spell4

The Texas Departnent of Transportation is proposing inprovenents to |-35 fromSH 45N in WIlianson
County to US 290E in Travis County. The proposed inprovenents woul d add one non-tol |l ed nmanaged
lane in each direction, reconstruct intersections and bridges to increase bridge clearances and
east/west mobility, reconstruct the Wlls Branch Parkway interchange to a diverging di anond
intersection (DDl), and inprove bicycle and pedestrian accommodations along |-35 frontage roads
and at east/west crossings. Both the logical termini and limts of construction are at SH 45N and
US 290. The project length is approximately 11.5 nmiles. The project would require the acquisition
of approximately 17.0 acres of ROW which would include approxinately 10 to 15 feet of proposed
ROW from various | ocations throughout the corridor.

Refer to 2020-10-26- M35 CapEx-N 0015-10-062 Schematic.pdf for a copy of the schematic.

Describe Project Setting:

https://www.dot.state.tx.us’ECOS/apps/ecos/project_definition.jsp?proj id=8836077&sco...  8/24/2021
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The proposed project location is in an urban setting. The existing roadway experiences high
traffic volume throughout the day, as [-35 is one of only three north-south oriented controll ed-
access facilities in the Austin nmetropolitan area. Qther substantial traffic generators in the
vicinity of the project area include SH 45N, Grand Avenue Parkway, Wells Branch Parkway, Howard
Lane, Parmer Lane, Yager Lane/ Tech Ridge Boul evard, Braker Lane, Rundberg Lane, US 183 and US 290E.

Land use in the vicinity of the project area is highly devel oped and conprised of a variety of
commer ci al property types including |arge shopping and office/retail centers, car deal erships,
hotel s/notel s, restaurants, governnental offices (TxDOI, TCEQ Veterans of Foreign Wars), as well
as residential subdivisions, apartment conplexes, and schools. One public park, Upper Little

WAl nut Creek Geenbelt is |ocated adjacent to the corridor. There are a few undevel oped parcels;
however, none are being used for cropland, pasture, or range |and.

Ni ne creeks cross the project area and include two unnaned tributaries to Glleland Creek,

G lleland Creek, two unnamed tributaries to Wal nut Creek, Walnut Creek, two unnanmed tributaries to
Little Walnut Creek, and Little Walnut Creek. Al creeks and tributaries occurring within the
project area flow fromwest to east and are classified by the USGS as perennial or
intermttent/epheneral streans.

Vegetation in the project area consists of naintained roadside grasses and forbs within existing
ROW Landscaped grasses, forbs, and shrubs are |ocated within devel oped areas. In undevel oped
areas, vegetation consists disturbed pasture, Ashe juniper/live oak woodl ands, and narrow riparian
ar eas.

A review of the THC Historic Sites Atlas indicates that there are no previously designated
historic districts or properties adjacent to the project area. Ceneteries adjacent to the project
area include the Cook \Wal den Capital Parks Cenetery, Menorial H Il Park Cenetery, and WAl nut Creek
Cenetery.

Describe Existing Facility:

1-35 within the proposed project limts is an access-controlled interstate highway. The facility
typically has three, 12-foot w de general purpose nainlanes (concrete barrier separated) with 2- A
foot wide inside shoulders, 4-foot w de outside shoulders, and two, 11-foot wi de frontage road

| anes with 2-foot wi de inside and outside shoulders in each direction. Sidewal ks exi st
intermttently throughout the project area between the frontage roads and adjacent businesses and
around the intersections. No shared-use paths are located in the project area. Drainage along the
roadway (mainlanes and frontage roads) is provided by open ditches. The existing RONwi dth is
typically 300 feet but widens at the interchanges. Existing permanent drainage easements (13.5
acres total) are located at creek crossings. The posted speed linit along I-35 in the proposed
project area is 70 nph on the mainlanes and 45 to 55 nph on the frontage roads.

The foll owi ng existing access ranps (19 northbound and 17 sout hbound) and existing direct
connectors (one northbound and one southbound) are |ocated al ong the roadway:

Sout hbound

*Entrance from SH 45N

*Exit to Grand Avenue Parkway

*Exit to Wells Branch Parkway

«Entrance from Grand Avenue Parkway v
*Exit to Howard Lane

Describe Proposed Facility:

The proposed facility would be concrete barrier separated and woul d consist of three, 11 to 12-

foot wide general purpose |anes, one, 12-foot w de managed | ane, a 10-foot w de outside shoul der, A
4-foot wi de inside shoulder, three, 11-foot wide frontage road |anes, and an 8 to 10-foot wi de
shared-use path in each direction. A 4-foot w de buffer would separate the general purpose |anes
fromthe nanaged | anes. Auxiliary |anes woul d be constructed, in sections, and collector-

di stributor roads would be constructed at Howard Lane (northbound), Yager Lane/ Tech Ri dge

Boul evard (northbound), and Rundberg Lane (northbound and sout hbound).

The proposed RONwoul d typically be 300 to 320 feet w de. Drainage would continue to be conveyed
through open ditches. The proposed project would require approximately 17.0 acres of additional
ROW 0.2 acre of proposed pernmanent drai nage easenent, and 3.3 acres of proposed driveway |icense
areas (i.e., tenporary construction areas) to inplenent.

The proposed roadway woul d remain controlled access. Existing access to the general purpose |anes
woul d remain, with sone reconstruction of existing entrance and exit ranps. Additionally, all

over pass/ under pass and bridge | ocations would remain the sanme as existing, with some mnor
reconstruction to acconmodate the proposed inprovenents. The followi ng ingress/egress points to
the proposed nanaged | anes woul d be provided:

Sout hbound

https://www.dot.state.tx.us’ECOS/apps/ecos/project_definition.jsp?proj 1d=8836077&sco...  8/24/2021
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=] Transportation Planning
Isthe project within an MPO's boundaries?

Does the project meet the definition for a grouped category for planning and programming purposes?

The project is located in [ Attainment/Unclassified V| area

This status applies to:
CO - Carbon Monoxide O3 - Ozone NO2 - Nitrogen Dioxide
PM10 - Particulate PM2.5 - Particulate

=] Environmental Clearance Information
Environmental Clearance Date: Environmental LOA Date:

Closed Date: Archived Date:
Approved Environmental Classification: EA

& Project Contacts

Created By: [System Admin | Date Created:
Project Sponsor: e TXDOT (Or) Local Government
Sponsor Point Of — —
Contact: |Sonya Hernandez - Environmental Specialist |J
ENV Core Team — — - —
Member: [Lindsey Kimmitt - Environmental Specialist |:|

District Core Team
Member:

Other Point of Contact(s): Spell 4
Tricia Bruck-Hoyt-C

[Andrew Cooper-C - Contractor GEC Environmental Lead |J

Last

Updated Tricia Bruck-Hoyt-C Last Updated Date: 08/04/2021 01:38:41
By:

https://www.dot.state.tx.us’ECOS/apps/ecos/project_definition.jsp?proj id=8836077&sco...  8/24/2021
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